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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Homer 


Homer is not a man known to hav^e existed, to whom the authorship of the 
Iliad and Odyssey is imputed. Homer is the author of the I lomeric poems, a 
hypothesis constructed to account for their existence and quality. 

There were several 'Lives of Horner*^ in antiquity. Their date is uncertain, 
but the Homer they present is certainly a figure of romance and conjectinc. 
Seven cities, though not always the same seven, are recorded as claiming to be 
the birth-place ol Homer; six centuries are proposed as containing his birth-date. 

I lomeric scholarship turns around the facts knowm about the existence of a 
written text of the Iliad and Odyssey, It is established that the works of 1 lomer, 
"and no other poet/' w'ere recited at the Panathcnaic festivals and that there 
was a fixed order for these recitations. It is accordingly inferred that there was 
some ‘■^andard Athenian text by the second half of the sixth century b.c. If 
there was such a text, it did not maintain itself, because the quotations from 
Homer made in the fourth and third centuries b.c. show the texts then current 
to have been widely dh ergent. This disagreement in the texts does not appear 
to have been resolved until about 150 b.c., when the Alexandrian librarian, 
Aristarchus of Samothrace, published editions which were afterwards regaided 
as authoritative. It is not known whether Aristarchus prepared his edition from 
many, widely differing manuscripts or whether he had recourse to an impressive 
single text from earlier times. The modern vulgate text is thought to be derived 
from that of Aristarchus. 

Extrinsic evidence, then, does not reveal an Iliad or Odyssey, written poems, 
in anything like their present form, before 550 b.c However, intrinsic evi- 
dence convinces scholars that such a date was a hue stage in the history of 
"Homeric" poetry. To reconstruct that histoiy^ has always been the Homeric 
problem. This reconstruction, when made by argument from the text of the 
present poems, has sometimes seemed to involve a denial of their artistic unity. 
Certain scholars have seen the epics as only imperfectly unified, resulting from 
accretion to an imagined short original or from a joining of several rememl’>crcd 
songs. Further, tlic poems have been held to be neither of the same period, 
nor by the same author; Samuel Butler contended on this last point that the 
Odyssey was written by a woman. 

In recent times, although the inclusion of traditional material and the proba- 
bility of later interpolation are admitted, most scholars •scem to belicAC in one 
Iliad, one Odyssey, undated, and in one Homer, unknown, as author of them 
both. 
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THE ILIAD OF HOMER 




BOOK I 


S ING, O GODDESS, the anger of Adiillcs 
son of Pdcus, that brought countless ills 
upon tlic Aclia'ans. Many a brave soul did 
it send hurrying down to Hades, and many a 
hero did it yield a prey to dogs and vultures, 
for so were the counsels of Jove fuHilled from 
the day on which the son of Atrcus, king of 
men, and great Achilles, first fell out with one 
another. 

[H] Ap'^ • of the gods was it that set 
them on to quarrel? It was the son of Jove and 
Leto; for he was angry with the king and sent a 
pestilence upon the host to plague the people, 
because the son of Atrcus had dishonoured 
Chrv'ses his priest. Now Chryscs had come to 
the ships of the Achicans to free his daughter, 
and had brought with him a great ransom: 
moreover he bore in his hand the sceptre of 
Apollo wreathed with a suppliant's wreath, and 
he besought the Acha'aiis, but most of all the 
two sons of Atreus, who were tlieir chiefs. 

[ly] ''Sons of Atrcus,'' he cried /‘and all other 
Achaeans, may the gods w ho du ell in Olympus 
grant you to sack the city of Priam, anti to 
reach your homes in safety; hut free my daugh- 
ter, and accept a ranst)m for her, in reverence to 
Apollo, son of Jove." 

[zi] On this the rest of the Achccans with one 
voice w'crc for respecting tlie priest and taking 
the ransom that he offered; but not so Agamem- 
non, who spoke fiercely to him and sent him 
roughly away. “Old man," said he, “let me not 
find you tarrying about our ships, nor yet com- 
ing hereafter. Your sceptre of the god and yoi^r 
wreath shall profit you notliing. I will not free 
her. She shall grow old in my house at Argos 
far from her own home, busying herself with 
her loom and visiting my couch; so go, and do 
not provoke me or it shall be the worse for you." 

[33] Tlic old man feared him and obeyed. 
Not a word he spoke, but went l:)y the shore of 
the sounding sea and prayed apait to King 
Apollo whom lovely Lclo had borne. "Hear 


me," he cried, "O god of the silver bow, that 
protectest Chryse and holy Cilia and nilcst 
ddicdos with thy migiit, hear me oh thou of 
Sminthc. If I have ever decked your temple 
with garlands, or burned your thigh-bones in 
fat of bulls ov goats, grant my prayer, and let 
your arro s avenge these my tears upon the 
Danaans.'' 

[4^] Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his 
pra^/cr. He came down furious from the sum- 
mits of Olympus, with his bow and bis quiver 
upon his shoulder, and the arrows rattled on his 
back with the rage that ircmbled within him. 
He sat himself dov\n away from the ships with 
a face as dark as night, and his silver bow^ rang 
death as he shot his arrow' in the midst of them. 
First he smote their mules and their hounds, 
but presently he aimed his shafts at the people 
themselves, and all day long the pyres of the 
dead were burning. 

[53I ^hre whole days he shot his arrows 
among tht ; eople, hut upon the tenth day 
Achilles call.- i them in assembly— moved thereto 
by Juno, who saw the Acha'ans in their death- 
throes and had compassion upon them. Then, 
when they W'cre got together, he rose and spoke 
among them. 

[59] “Son of Atreus," said he, "I deem that 
w'e should now' turn roving home if we would 
escape destruction, for we are being cut down 
by war and pestilence at once. Let us ask some 
priest or prophet, or some reader of dreams (for 
dreams, too, arc of Jove) who can tell us why 
Pluebus Apollo i‘ so angiy, and say whether it 
is for some vow' that we have broken, or hcca- 
tomb that we ha\'e not offered, and w'hethcr he 
will accept the savour of lambs and goats with- 
out blemish, so as to take away the plague from 
us. 

[68] With these words he sat down, and Cal ■ 
chas son of Thestor, wisest of augurs, who knew 
things past present and to come, rose to speak. 
He it was who had guided the Achaeans with 
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their fleet to IIius> through the prophesying^ 
with which Phcebus Apollo had inspired him* 
With all sincerity and goodwill he addressed 
them thus:— 

[7^] Achilles, loved of heaven, you bid me 
tell you about the anger of King Apollo, I will 
therefore do so; but consider first and swear that 
you will stand by me heartily in word and deed, 
for I know that I shall offend one who rules the 
Argives with might, and to whom all the Achae- 
ans are in subjection. A plain man cannot stand 
against the anger of a king, who if he swallow 
his displeasure now, will yet nurse revenge till 
he has wreaked it. Consider, therefore, whether 
or no you will protect me.'* 

[84.] And Achilles answered, *Tear not, but 
speak as it is borne in upon you from heaven, 
for by Apollo, Calchas, to whom you pray, and 
whose oracles you reveal to us, not a Danaan at 
our ships shall lay his hand upon you, while I 
yet live to look upon the face of the earth— no, 
not though you name Agamemnon himself, 
who is by far tlie foremost of the Achicans.** 
[gi] Thereon the seer spoke boldly. “The 
od,'* he Siiid, ‘*is angry neither about vow nor 
ecatomb, but for his priest’s sake, whom Aga- 
memnon has dishonoured, in that he would not 
free his daughter nor take a ransom for her; 
therefore has he sent these evils upon us, and 
will yet send others. He will not deliver the 
Danaans from this pestilence till Agamemnon 
has restored the girl without fee or ransom to 
her father, and has sent a holy hecatomb to 
Chryse. Thus we may perhaps appease him.” 

[101] With these words he sat down, and 
Agamemnon rose in anger. His heart was black 
with rage, and his eyes flashed fire as he scow led 
on Calchas and said, “Seer of evil, you never yet 
rophesied smooth things concerning me, but 
ave ever loved to foretdl that which was evil. 
You have brought me neither comfort nor per- 
formance; and now you come seeing among the 
Danaans, and saying that Apollo has plagued us 
because I would not take a ransom for this girl, 
the daughter of Chry^ses. I have set my heart on 
keeping her in my own house, for I love her 
better even than my own wife Clytemnestra, 
whose peer she is alike in form and feature, in 
understanding and accomplishments. Still I will 
give her up if I must, for I would have the peo- 
ple live, not die; but you must find me a prize 
instead, or I alone among the Argives shall be 
without one. This is not well; for you behold, 
all of you, that my prize is to go elsewhither.” 

[izi] And Achilles answered, “Most noble 
son of Atreus, covetous beyond all mankind, 
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how shall the Achaeans find you another prize? 
We have no common store from which to tak 6 
one. Those we took from the cities have been 
awarded; we cannot disallow the awards that 
have been made already. Give this girl, there- 
fore, to the god, and if ever Jove grants us to 
sack the city of Troy we will requite you three 
and fourfold.” 

/ 1^0] Then Agamemnon said, “Achilles, val- 
iant though you be, you shall not thus outwit 
me. You shall not overreach and you shall not 
persuade me. Arc you to keep your owm prize, 
w'hile I sit tamely under my loss and give up the 
girl at your bidding? Let the Achirans find me a 
prize in fair exchange to my liking, or I will 
conic and take your own, or that of Ajax or of 
Ulysses; and he to whomsoever 1 may come shall 
rue my coming. But of this we will take thought 
hereafter; for the present, let us draw a ship 
into the sea, and find a crew for her expressly; 
let us put a hecatomb on board, and let us send 
Chryseisalso; further, let some chief manamong 
us be in command, either Ajax, or Iclomencus, 
or yourself, son of Pclcus, mighty warrior that 
you are, that we may offer sacrifice and appease 
the anger of the god.” 

[ 148] Achilles scowled at him and answered, 
“You are steeped in insolence and lust of gain. 
With what heart can any of the Achexans do 
your bidding, cither on joray or in open fight- 
ing? I came not warring here for any ill the 
Trojans had done me. 1 have no quarrel with 
them. They have not raided my cattle nor my 
horses, nor cut down my harvests on the rich 
plains of Phthia; fgr between me and them there 
is a great space, both mountain and sounding 
sea. We have followed you. Sir Insolence! for 
your pleasure, not ours— to gain satisfaction 
from the Trojans for your shameless self and for 
Menelaus. You forget this, and threaten to rob 
me of the prize lor which I have toiled, and 
which the sons of the Achaeans have given me. 
Never when the Achexans sack any rich city of 
the Trojans do I receive good a prize as you 
do, though it is my hands that do the better part 
of the fighting. When thd sharing comes, your 
share is far the largest, and I, forsooth, must go 
back to my ships, take w|at I can get and be 
thankful, when my labout of fighting is done. 
Now, therefore, I shall gr> back to Phthia; it 
will be much better for me; to return home with 
my ships, for I will not stay here dishonoured to 
gather gold and substance for you.” 

[171] And Agamemnon answered, “Fly if 
you will, I shall make you no prayers to stay 
you. I have others here who will do me honour, 
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and above all Jove, the lord of counsel. There is 
no king here so hateful to me as you are, for you 
are ever quarrelsome and ill affected. What 
though you be braved W^as it not heaven that 
made you so? Go home, then, with your ships 
and comrades to lord it over the Myrmidons. I 
care neither for you nor for your anger; and thus 
will 1 do: since Phoebus Apollo is taking Chry- 
seis from me, I shall send her with my ship and 
my followers, but I shall come to your tent and 
take your own prize Briseis, that you may learn 
how much stronger I am than you are, and that 
another may fear to set himself up as equal or 
comparable with me.’* 

[i88] 1 he son of Peleus was furious, and his 
heart w^ithin his shaggy breast was divided 
whether to draw his sword, push the others 
aside, and kill the son of Atreus, or to restrain 
himself and check his anger. While he was thus 
in two minds, and was drawing his mighty 
sword from its scabbard, Minerva came down 
from heaven (for Juno had sent her in the love 
she bore io tliesn both), and seized the son of 
Peleus by his yellow hair, visible to him alone, 
for of the others no man could see her. Achilles 
turned in amaze, and by the fire that flashed 
from her eyes at once knew that she was Mi- 
nerva. “Why arc you here,” said he, “daughter 
of jcgis-bearing Jove? To see the pride of Aga- 
memnon, son of Atreus? Let me tell you— and it 
shall surely be—he shall pay for this insolence 
with his life.” 

/ 206 ] And Minerva said, “I come from heav- 
en, if you will hear me, to bid you stay your 
anger. Juno has sent me, who cares for both of 
you alike. Cease, then, this brawling, and do 
not draw your sword; rail at him if you will, and 
your railing will not be vain, for I tell you— and 
it shall surely be— that you shall hereafter re- 
ceive gifts three times as splendid by reason of 
this present insult. Hold, therefore, and obey.” 

[21^] “Goddess,” answered Achilles, “how- 
ever angry a man may be, he must do as you two 
command him. This will be best, for the gods 
ever hear the prayers of him w^ho has obeyed 
them.” 

[219] He stayed his hand on the silver hilt 
his sword, and thrust it back into the scabbard 
as Minerva bade him. Then she went back to 
Olympus among the other gods, and to the house 
of aegis-bearing Jove. 

[ 2237 But the son of Peleus again began rail- 
ing at the son of Atreus, for he was still in a rage. 
“Wine-bibber,” he cried, “with the face of a 
dog and the heart of a hind, you never dare to 
go out with the host in fight, nor yet with our 


chosen men in ambuscade. You shun this as you 
do death itself. You had rather go round and 
rob his prizes from any man who contradicts 
you. You devour your people, for you are king 
over a feeble folk; otherwise, son of Atreus, 
henceforward you would insult no man. There- 
fore I say, and swear it with a great oath— nay, 
by this my sceptre which shall sprout neither 
leaf nor shoot, nor bud anew from the day on 
which it left its parent stem upon the mountains 
—for the axe stripped it of leaf and bark, and 
now^ the sons of the Achaeans bear it as judges 
and guardians of the decrees of heaven— so 
surely and solemnly do I swear that hereafter 
they shall look fondly for Achilles and shall not 
find him. In the day of your distress, when your 
men fall dying by the murderous hand of Hec- 
tor, you shall not know how to help them, and 
shall rend your heart with rage for the hour 
when you offered insult to the bravest of the 
Achjeans.” 

[24s ] With this the son of Peleus dashed his 
gold bestuddcd sceptre on the ground and took 
his seat, while the son of Atreus was beginning 
fiercely from his place upon the other side. 
Then uprose smooth-tongued Nestor, the facile 
speaker of the Pylians, and the w'ords fell from 
his lips sweeter than honey. Two generations 
of men born and bred in Pylos had passed aw^ay 
under his rule, and he was now reigning over 
the third. With all sincerity and goodwill, there- 
fore, he addressed them thus: — 

[2^4] “Of a truth,” he said, “a great sorrow 
has befallen the Achaean land. Surely Priam 
with his sons would rejoice, and the I rojans be 
glad at heart if they could hear this quarrel be- 
tween you two, who arc so excellent in fight 
and counsel. I am older than either of you; 
therefore be guided by me. Moreover I have 
been the familiar friend of men even greater 
than you are, and they did not disregard my 
counsels. Never again can I behold .such men 
as Pirithoiis and Dryas shepherd of his people, 
or as Cameus, Exadius, godlike Polyphemus, 
and Theseus son of /Egeus, peer of the im- 
mortals. These were the mightiest men ever 
born upon this earth: mightiest w’cre they, and 
when they fought the fiercest tribes of moun- 
tain savages they utterly overthrew them. I 
came from distant Pylos, and went about among 
them, for they w^ould have me come, and I 
fought as it was in me to do. Not a man now 
living could withstand them, but they heard my 
words, and w’ere persuaded by them. So be it 
also with yourselves, for this is the more excel- 
lent way. Therefore, Agamemnon, though you 
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be strong, take not this girl away, for the sons of 
the Achaeans have already given her to Achilles; 
and you, Achilles, strive not further with the 
king, for no man who by the grace of Jove 
wields a sceptre has like honour with Agamem- 
non. You are strong, and have a goddess for 
your mother; but Agamemnon is stronger than 
you, for he has more people under him. Son of 
Atreus, check your anger, I implore you; end 
this quarrel with Achilles, who in the day of 
battle is a tow^er of strength to the Aclneans.” 

[2S8] And Agamemnon answered, “Sir, all 
that you have said is true, but this fellow must 
needs become our lord and master: he must he 
lord of all, king of all, and captain of all, and 
this shall hardly be. Granted that the gods have 
made him a great warrior, have they also given 
him the right to speak with railing?’' 

[ 2927 Achilles interrupted him. ‘‘I should be 
a mean coward," he cried, "were I to give in to 
you in all things. Order other people aw)ut, not 
me, for I shall obey no longer. Furthermore I 
say— and lay my saying to your heart— I shall 
fight neither you nor any man about this girl, 
for those that take w^ere those also that gave. 
But of all else that is at my ship you shall carry^ 
aw'ay nothing by force. Try, that others may 
see; if you do, my spear shall be reddened with 
your blood," 

/3047 When they had quarrelled thus an- 
grily, they rose, and broke up the assembly at 
the ships of the Achacans. 1 he son pf Peleus 
went back to his tents and ships with the son of 
Mencetius and his company, while Agamem- 
non drew a vessel into the water and chose a 
crew of twenty oarsmen. He escorted Chryseis 
on hoard and sent moreover a hecatomb for the 
god. And Ulysses went as captain. 

[^12] These, then, went on board and sailed 
their ways over the sea. But the son of Atreus 
bade the people purify themselves; so they puri- 
fied themselves and cast their filth into the sea. 
Then they offered hecatombs of bulls and goats 
without olemish on the sea -shore, and the 
smoke with the savour of their sacrifice rose 
curling up towards heaven. 

/31S/ Thus did they busy themselves 
throughout the host. But Agamemnon did not 
forget the threat that lie had made Achilles, and 
called his trusty messengers and squires Talthy- 
bius and Eurybates. "Go," said he, "to the tent 
of Achilles, son of Peleus; take Briseis by the 
hand and bring her hither; if he will not give 
her I shall come with others and take her— 
which will press him harder.” 

73267 He charged them straiglitly further 
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and dismissed them, whereon they went their 
way sorrowfully by the seaside, till they came to 
the tents and ships of the Myrmidons. They 
found Achilles sitting by his tent and his ships, 
and ill -pleased he was when he beheld them. 
They stood fearfully and reverently before tiini, 
and never a word did they speak, but he knew 
them and said, "Welcome, heralds, messengers 
of gods and men; draw near; my quarrel is not 
with you but with Agamemnon who has sent 
you for the girl Briseis. Therefore, Patroclus, 
bring her and give her to them, but let them be 
witnesses by the blessed gods, by mortal men, 
and by the fierceness of Agamemnon’s anger, 
that if ever again there be need of me to save 
the people from ruin, they shall seek and they 
shall not find. Agamemnon is mad with rage 
and knows not how to look before and after 
that the Achixans may fight by their ships in 
safety.” 

[^4Sl Patroclus did as his dear comrade had 
bidden him. I Ic brought Briseis from the tent 
and gave her over to I he heralds, who look her 
with them to the ships of the Achaeans— and the 
woman was loth to go. Then Achilles w'cnt all 
alone by the side of the hoai sea, w'ee])ing and 
looking out upon the boundless waste of waters. 
I le raised his hands in prayer to his immortal 
mother, "Mother," he cried, "you bore me 
doomed to live but for^n little season; suiely 
Jove, who thunders from Olympus, might have 
made that little glorious. It is not so. Agamem- 
non, son of Atreus, has done, me dishonour, and 
has robbed me of my prize by force." 

['iSy] As kc* spoke he wept aloud, and his 
mother heard him where she was sitting in the 
depths of the sea hard by the old man her father. 
Forthwith she rose as it were a grey mist out of 
the waves, sat down before him as he stood 
weeping, caressed him with her hand, and said, 
"My son, why arc you weeping? What is it that 
grieves you? Keep it not from me, hut tell me, 
that we may know it together." 

73647 Achilles drew a:decp sigh and said, 
"You know it; why tell yoii what you know well 
already? We went to Tficbe the strong city 
of Eetion, sacked it, ancf brought hither the 
spoil. The sons of the Acliicans shared it duly 
among themselves, and cliose lovely Chryseis 
as the meed of Agamemnon; but Chryses, 
priest of Apollo, came to the ships of the 
Achaeans to free his daughter, and brought 
with him a great ransom: moreover he bore 
in his hand the sceptre of Apollo, wreathed 
with a suppliants wreath, and he besought 
the Achaians, but most of all the two sons of 
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Atreus who were their chiefs. 

[37^] 'On this the rest of the Achaeans with 
one voice were for respecting the priest and tak- 
ing the ransom that he offered; but not so Aga- 
memnon, who spoke fiercely to him and sent 
him roughly away. So he went back in anger, 
and Apollo, who loved him dearly, heard his 
prayer. Then the god sent a deadly dart upon 
the Argives, and the people died thick on one 
another, for the arrows went everywhither 
among the wide host of the Achajans. At last a 
seer in the fulness of his knowledge declared to 
us the oracles of Apollo, and 1 was mvself first 
to say that wc should appease him. Whereon 
the son of Atreus rose in anger, and threatened 
that which he has since done. The Achaeans arc 
now taking the girl in a ship to Chrysc, and 
sending gilts of sacrifice to the god; but the 
heralds have just taken from rny tent the daugh- 
ter of Briscus, whom the Acha[?ans had awarded 
to myself. 

[^0^] “Help your brave son, therefore, if you 
arc able. Co u. Ol^ nipus, and if you have ever 
done him service in word or deed, implore the 
aid of jovc. Ofttimes in my father’s house have 
I heard you glory in that you alone of the im- 
mortals saved the son of Saturn 1 rum ruin, when 
the others, with Junt), Neptune, and Pallas 
Minerva would have put him in bonds. It was 
you, goddess, who delivered him by calling to 
Olympus the hundred handed monster whom 
gf)ds call Briarcus, hut men /Pga’on, for he is 
stronger even than his father; when therefore 
he took his scat all-glorious beside the son of 
Saturn, the other gods were afraid, and did not 
hind him. Go, then, to him, remind him of all 
this, clasp his knees, and bid him give succour 
to the Trojans. Let the Achicans he hemmed in 
at the sterns of their ships, and perish on the 
sea shore, that they may reap what joy they may 
of their king, and that Agamemnon may rue his 
blindness in offering insult to the foremost of 
the Achaeans.” 

[41^] Thetis wept and answered, “My son, 
woe is me that I should have borne or suckled 
you. Would indeed that you had lived your 
span free from all sorrow at your ships, for it 
all too brief; alas, that you should be at once 
short of life and long of sorrow above your 
peers: woe, therefore, was the hour in which 
1 bore you; nevertheless I will go to the snowy 
heights of Olympus, and tell this talc to Jovc, 
if be will hcarour prayer: meanwhile stay where 
you are with your ships, nurse your anger 
against the Achaeans, and hold aloof from fight. 
For Jove went yesterday to Occanus, to a feast 


among the Ethiopians, and the other gods went 
with him. He will return to Olympus twelve 
days hcncc; I will then go to his mansion paved 
with bronze and will beseech him; nor do I 
doubt that I shall he able to persuade him." 

[428] On this she left him, still furious at 
the loss of her that had been taken from him. 
Meanwhile Ulysses reached Chrysc with the 
hecatomb. When they had come inside the har- 
bour they furled the sails and laid them in the 
ship's hold; they slackened the forcstays, low- 
ered the mast into its place, and rowed the ship 
to the place where they would have her lie; 
there they cast out their mooring-stones and 
made fast the hawsers. They then got out upon 
the sea shore and landed the hecatomb for 
Apollo; Chryseis also left the ship, and Ulysses 
led her to the altar to deliver her into the hands 
of her father. “Chryses," said he, “King /\ga- 
memnon has sent me to bring you back vour 
child, and to offer sacrifice to Apollo on behalf 
of the Danaans, that we may propitiate the god, 
who has now brought much sorrow upon the 
yXrgivcs." 

[446] So saying he gave the girl over to her 
father, who leceived her gladly, and they ranged 
the holy hecatomb all orderly round the altar of 
the god. They washed their hands and took up 
the barlcy-mcal to sprinkle over the victims, 
while Chryscs lifted up his hands and prayed 
aloud on their behalf. “I Icar me," he cried, “O 
god of the silver how, that protcctcst Chrysc and 
holy Cilia, and rulest Tenedos with thy might. 
Even as tliw i didst hear me aforetime when 1 
prayed, and lidst press hardly upon the .Achae- 
ans, so hear me yet again, and stay this fearful 
pestilence from the Danaans." 

[457] Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard 
his prayer. When they had done praying and 
sprinkling the barley-meal, they drew hack the 
heads of the victims and killed and flayed them. 
They cut out the thigh-bones, wrapped them 
round in two layers of fat, set some pieces of 
raw meat on the top of them, and then Chryses 
laid them on the W(Kx 1 fire and jxiurcd wine 
over them, w'hile the young men stood near him 
w'ith five-pronged spits in their hands. W^hen 
the thigh bones were burned and they had 
tasted the inward meats, they cut the rest up 
small, put the pieces upon the spits, roasted 
them till they were done, and drew them off: 
then, when they had finished their work and 
the feast was ready, they ate it, and everv’^ man 
had his full share, so that all were satisfied. As 
soon as they had had enough to eat and drink, 
pages filled the mixing-bowl with wine and 
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water and handed it round, after giving every 
man his drink-offering. 

[472] Thus all day long the young men wor- 
shipped the god witn song, hymning him and 
chaunting the joyous pa^an, and the god took 
pleasure in their voices; hut when the sun went 
down, and it cainc on dark, they laid themselves 
dov^^l to sleep by the stern cables of the ship, 
and when the child of morning, rosy-fingered 
Dawn, appeared they again set sail for the host 
of the Achaeans, Apollo sent them a fair wind, 
so they raised their mast and hoisted their white 
sails aloft. As the sail bellied with the wind the 
ship flew through the deep blue water, and the 
foam hissed against her bows as she sped on- 
ward. When tncy reached the wide-stretching 
host of the Achaeans, they drew the vessel ashore, 
high and dry upon the sands, set her strong 
props beneath her, and went their ways to their 
own tents and ships. 

[4SS] But Achilles abode at his ships and 
nursed his anger. He went not to the honour- 
able assembly, and sallied not forth to fight, but 
gnawed at his own heart, pining for battle and 
the war-cry. 

[493] Now after twelve days the immortal 
gods came back in a body to Olympus, and Jove 
led the way. I’hctis was not unmindful of the 
charge her son had laid upon her, so she rose 
from under the sea and went through great 
heaven with early morning to Olympus, where 
she found the mighty son of Saturn sjtting all 
alone upon its topmost ridges. She sat herself 
down before him, and with her left hand seized 
his knees, while with her right she caught him 
under the chin, and besought him, saying— 

[503] *Tjther Jove, if I ever did you service 
in word or deed among the immortals, hear my 
prayer, and do honour to my son, whose life is 
to be cut short so early. King Agamemnon has 
dishonoured him by taking his prize and keep- 
ing her. Honour him then yourself, Olympian 
lord of counsel, and grant victory to the Trojans, 
till the Achaeans give my son his due and load 
him with riches in requital.” 

/^5 1 17 Jove sat for a while silent, and without 
a word, but Thetis still kept firm hold of his 
knees, and besought him a second time. “In- 
cline your head,” said she, “and promise me 
surely, or else deny me— for you have nothing 
to fear— that I may learn how greatly you dis- 
dain me.” 

[517] At this Jove was much troubled and 
answered, “I shall have trouble if you set me 
quarrelling with Juno, for she will provoke me 
with her taunting speeches; even now she is 


always railing at me before the other gods and 
accusing me of giving aid to the Trojans. Go 
back now, lest she should find out. I will con- 
sider the matter, and will bring it about as you 
wish. See, I incline my head that you may be- 
lieve me. This is the most solemn token that I 
can give to any god. I never recall my word, or 
deceive, or fail to do what I say, when I have 
nodded my head.” 

[528] As he spoke the son of Saturn bowed 
his dark brows, and the ambrosial locks swayed 
on his immortal head, till vast Olympus reeled. 

[53^] When the pair had thus laid their 
plans, they parted— Jove to hisown house, while 
the goddess quitted the splendour of Olympus, 
and plunged into the depths of the sea. The 
gods rose from their scats, before the coming of 
their sire. Not one of them dared to remain sit- 
ting, but all stood up as he came among them. 
There, then, he took his seat. But Juno, when 
she saw him, knew that he and the old mer- 
man's daughter, silver-footed Thetis, had been 
hatching mischief, so she at once began to up- 
braid him. “Trickster,” she cried, “which of the 
gods have you been taking into your counsels 
now? You are always settling matters in secret 
behind my back, and have never )et told me, if 
you could help it, one word of your intentions.” 

[$44] “Juno,” replied the sire of gods and 
men, “you must not expect to be informed of 
all my counsels. You are my wife, but you would 
find it hard to understand them. When it is 
proper for you to hear, there is no one, god or 
man, who will be told sooner, but when I mean 
to keep a matter to myself, you must not pry 
nor ask questions.” 

[SS^] “Dread sonof Saturn,” answered Juno, 
“what are you talking about? I? Pry and ask 
questions? Never. I let you have your own way 
in everything. Still, I have a strong misgiving 
that the old merman s daughter Thetis has been 
talking you over, for she was with you and had 
hold of your knees this self-same morning, I be- 
lieve, therefore, that you hfeve been promising 
her to give glory to Achillas, and to kill much 
people at the ships of the Afh»ans.” 

/560/ “Wife,” said Jovei “1 can do nothing 
but you suspect me and fifed it out. You will 
take nothing by it, for I shfell only dislike you 
the more, and it will go. harder with you. 
Granted that it is as you say; I mean to have it 
so; sit down and hold your tongue as I bid you 
for if I once begin to lay my hands about you, 
though all heaven were on your side it would 
profit you nothing,” 

[ $68] On this Juno was frightened, so she 
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curbed her stubborn will and sat down in si- 
lence. But the heavenly beings were disquieted 
throughout the house of Jove, till the cunning 
workman Vulcan began to tiy and pacify his 
mother Juno. “It will be intolerable,’' said he, 
“if you two fall to wrangling and setting heaven 
in an uproar about a pack of mortals. If such 
ill counsels are to prevail, we shall have no pleas- 
ure at our banquet. Let me then advise my 
mother— and she must herself know that it will 
be better— to make friends with my dear father 
Jove, lest he again scold her and disturb our 
feast. If the Olympian Thunderer wants to hurl 
us all from our seats, he can do so, for he is far 
the strongest, so give him fair words, and he 
will then soon be in a good humour with us.” 

[^84] As he spoke, he took a double cup of 
nectar, and placed it in his mother’s hand. 
“Cheer up, my dear mother,” said he, “and 
make the best of it. I love you dearly, and 
should be very sorry to see you get a thrashing; 
however grieved I might be, T could not help 
you, for th":rc 40 oO standing against Jove. Once 
before w'hen I was trying to help you, he caught 
me by the foot and flung me from the heavenly 
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threshold. All day long from mom till eve, was 
I falling, till at sunset I came to ground in the 
island of Lemnos, and there I lay, with very 
little life left in me, till the Sintians came and 
tended me.” 

[595] Juno smiled at this, and as she smiled 
she took the cup from her son’s hands. Then 
Vulcan drew sw^eet nectar from the mixing- 
bowl, and served it round among the gods, go- 
ing from left to right; and the blessed gods 
laughed out a loud applause as they .saw nim 
bustling about the heavenly mansion, 

[6ojJ Thus through the livelong day to the 
going down of the sun they feasted, and every 
one had his full share, so that all were satisfied. 
Apollo struck his lyre, and the Muses lifted up 
their sw'cct voices, calling and answering one 
another. But when the sun’s glorious light had 
faded, they went home to bed, each in his own 
abode, w'hi.n lame Vulcan with hisconsummate 
skill had fashioned for them. So Jove, the 
Olympian Lord of Thunder, hied him to the 
bed in which he always slept; and when he had 
g(jt mi to it he went to sleep, w'ith Juno of the 
golden throne by his side. 
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“V TOW the other gods and the armed war- 
j riors on the plain slept soundly, but 
JL 1 Jove was wakeful, for he was think- 
ing how to do honour to Achilles, and destroy 
much people at the ships of the Acliieans. In 
the end he deemed it would be best to send a 
lying dream to King Agamemnon; so he called 
one to him and said to it, “Lying Dream, go to 
the ships of the Acha'ans, into the tent of Aga- 
memnon, and say to him word for word as I 
now bid you. Tell him to get the Achaeans in- 
stantly under arms, for he shall take Troy. 
There are no longer divided counsels among 
the gods; Juno has brought them to her own 
mind, and woe betides the Trojans.” 

[i6] The dream went when it had heard its 
message, and soon reached the ships of the 
Achaeans. It sought Agamemnon son of Atreus 
and found him in his tent, wrapped in a pro- 
found slumber. It hovered over his head in the 
likeness of Nestor, son of Ncleus. whom Aga- 
memnon honoured above all his councillors, 
and said: — 

/23J “You are sleeping, son of Atreus; one 
who has the welfare of his host and so much 
other care upon his shoulders should dock his 
sleep. I lear me at once, for I come as a messen- 
ger from Jove, who, though he be not near, yet 
takes thought for you and pities you. He bids 
you get the y\chxans instantly under arms, for 
you shall take Troy. There are no longer divided 
counsels among the gods; Juno has brought 
them over to her own mind, and woe betides 
the I'rojans at the hands of Jove. Rcmeml>er 
this, and when you wake see that it does not 
escape you.” 

[35] The dream then left him, and he 
thought of things that were surely not to be 
accomplished. He thought that on that same 
day he was to take the city of Priam, but he 
little knew what was in the mind of Jove, who 
had many another hard-fought fight in store 
alike for Danaans and Trojans. I’hen presently 
he woke, with the divine message still ring- 
ing in his ears; so he sat upright, and put on 
his soft shirt so fair and new, and over this his 


heavy cloak. He bound his sandals on to his 
comely feet, and slung his silver-studded sword 
about his shoulders; then he took the imperish- 
able staff of his father, and sallied forth to the 
ships of the Acbxans. 

[48] The goddess Dawn now wended her 
way to vast Olympus that she might herald day 
to Jove and to the other immortals, and Aga- 
memnon sent the criers round to call the people 
in assembly; so they called them and the people 
gathered thereon. But fust he Miinnioned a 
meeting of the elders at tlie ship of Nestor 
king of Pylos, and when thev were assembled 
he laid a cunning counsel before them. 

[5^] 'My friends,” said he, “I have had a 
dream from hca\en in the dead of night, and its 
face and figure resembled non«' but Nestor's. 
It hovered o\cr my head and said, ‘You are 
sleeping, son of Atreus; one who has the wel- 
fare of his host and so much other care upon 
his shoulders should dock his sleep. I lear me at 
once, for I am a messenger from Jove, who, 
though he he not near, yet takes thought for 
you and pities you. He bids you get the Aelue- 
ans instantly under arms, for you shall take 
Troy. There are no longer divided counsels 
among the gods; Juno has brought them over 
to her own mind, and woe betides the Trojans 
at the hands of Jove. Remember this.' The 
dream then vanished and I awoke. Let us now, 
therefore, arm the sons of the Acha*ans. But it 
will be well that I should first sound them, and 
to this end I will tell them to fly with their 
ships; hut do you others go about among the 
host and prevent their doiijg so.” 

[y6] He then sat dowli, and Nestor the 
prince of Pylos wnth all sii|cerity and goodwill 
addressed them thus: “Mv friends,” said he, 
“princes and councillors or the Argives, if any 
other man of the Achacani had told us of this 
dream we should have declared it false, and 
would have had nothing to do with it. But he 
who has seen it is the foremost man among us; 
wc must therefore set about getting the people 
under arms.” 

[84] With this he led the way from the as- 
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sembly, and the other sceptred kings rose with 
him in obedience to the word of Agamemnon; 
but the people pressed forward to hear. They 
swarmed like bees that sally from some hollow 
cave and flit in countless throng among the 
spring flowers, bunched in knots and clusters; 
even so did the mighty multitude pour from 
ships and tents to the assembly, and range them- 
selves upon the wide watered shore, while 
among them ran Wildfiie Rumour, messenger 
of Jove, urging them ever to the fore. Thus they 
gathered in a pell-mell of mad confusion, and 
the earth groaned under the tramp of men as 
the people sought their places. Nine heralds 
went crying about among them to stay their 
tumult and hid them listen to the kings, till at 
last they were got into their several places and 
ceased their clamour. Then King Agamemnon 
rose, holding his sceptre. This was the work of 
Vulcan, who gave it to Jove the son of Saturn. 
Jove gave it to Mercury, slayer of Argus, guide 
and guardian. King Mercury gave it to Pelops, 
the might V charioteer, and Pelops to Atreus, 
shepherd of his people. Atreus, when he died, 
left it to 1 hyestes, rich in flocks, and Thyestes 
in his turn left it to be borne by Agamemnon, 
that he might be lord of all Argos and of the 
isles. Leaning, then, on his sceptre, he addressed 
the Argives. 

[no] ‘‘My friends," he said, “heroes, servants 
of Mars, the hand of heaven has been laid 
heavily upon me. Cruel Jove gave me his solemn 
promise that I should sack the city of Priam 
before returning, but he has played me false, 
and is now bidding me go ingloriously back to 
Argos with the loss of much people. Such is the 
will of Jove, who has laid many a proud city in 
the dust, as he will yet lay otheis, for his power 
is above all. It will be a sorry talc hereafter that 
an Achaean host, at once so great and valiant, 
battled in vain against men fewer in number 
than themselves; but as yet the end is not in 
sight. Think that the Achicans and Trojans 
have sworn to a .solemn covenant, and that they 
have each been numbered— the Trojans by the 
roll of their householders, and we by companies 
of ten; think further that each of our companie 
dcsiicd to have a Trojan householder to pjiir 
out their wine; we are so greatly more in num- 
ber that full many a company would have to go 
without its cup bearer. But they have in the 
town many allies from other places, and it is 
these that hinder me from being able to sack the 
rich city of Ilius. Nine ol Jove s years arc gone; 
the timbers of our ships have rotted; their 
tackling is sound no longer. Our wives and little 


ones at home look anxiously for our coming, but 
the w'ork that we came hither to do has not been 
done. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say: let 
us sail back to our own land, for we shall not 
take Troy." 

[142] With these words he moved the hearts 
of the multitude, so many of them as knew not 
the cunning counsel of Agamemnon. They 
surged to and fro like the waves of the Icarian 
Sea, when the cast and south winds break from 
heaven’s clouds to lash them; or as when the 
west wind sweeps over a field of corn and the 
ears bow beneath the blast, even so were they 
swayed as they flew with loud cries towards the 
ships, and the dust from under their feet rose 
heavenward. They cheered each other on to 
draw the ships into the sea; they cleared the 
channels in front of them; they began taking 
aw^ay the stays from underneath them, and the 
welkin rang with their glad cries, so eager were 
they to return. 

[155] I hen surely the Argives would have 
returned after a fashion that was not fated. But 
Juno said to Minewa, “Alas, daughter of aegis- 
bearing Jove, unwcariable, shall the Argives fly 
home to their own land over the broad sea, and 
leave Priam and the Trojans the glory of still 
keeping Helen, for whose sake so many of the 
Achaeans have died at Troy, far from their 
homes? Go about at once among the host, and 
speak fairly to them, man by man, that they draw 
not their ships into the sea." 

[166] Minerva was not slack to do her bid- 
ding. Down >he darted from the topmost sum- 
mits of Olyr.'pus, and in a moment she was at 
the ships of the Acha^ans. There she found 
Ulysses, p'^cr of Jove in counsel, standing alone. 
He had not as yet laid a hand ujwn his ship, for 
he w’as grieved and sony; so she went close up to 
him and said, “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, arc 
you going to fling yourselves into your ships, 
and be olF h*^ me to your own land in this way? 
Will you leave Priam and the Trojans the glory 
of still keeping Flelen, for whose sake so many 
of the Achecans have died at 1 rov, far from their 
homes? Go about ,it once among the host, and 
speak fairlv to them, man by man, that they 
draw not ihcir ships into the sea." 

[ 183] Ulysses knew the voice as that of the 
goddess: he flung his cloak from him and set olf 
to run. His servant Eurybates, a man of Ithaca, 
who waited on him, took charge of the cloak, 
whereon Ulysses went straight up to Agamem- 
non and received from him his ancestral, im- 
perishable staff. With this he went about among 
the ships of the Achaeans. 
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[i88] Whenever he met a ling orehieftain, 
he stood by him and spoke him fairly. "Sir/' 
said he, “this flight is cowardly and unworthy. 
Stand to your post, and bid your people also 
keep their places. You do not yet know the full 
mind of Agamemnon; he was sounding us, and 
ere long will visit the Achaeans with his dis' 
pleasure. We were not all of us at the council 
to hear what he then said; see to it lest he be 
angr)' and do us a mischief; for the pride of 
kings is great, and the hand of Jove is with 
them." 

[198] But when he came across any common 
man who w^as making a noise, he struck him 
with his staff and rebuked him, saying, “Sirrah, 
hold your peace, and listen to better men than 
yourself. You are a coward and no soldier; you 
are nobody cither in fight or council; we cannot 
all be kings; it is not well that there should be 
many masters; one man must be supreme— one 
king to whom the son of scheming Saturn has 
given the sceptre of sovereignty over you all." 

[2oy] Thus masterfully did he go about 
among the host, and the people hurried back 
to the council from their tents and ships with 
a sound as the thunder of surf when it comes 
crashing down upon the shore, and all the sea 
is in an uproar. 

[212] The rest now took their seats and kept 
to their own several places, but Thersites still 
went on wagging his unbridled tongue— a man 
of many words, and those unseemly; a monger 
of sedition, a railer against all who were in au- 
thority, who cared not what he said, so that he 
might set the Achasans in a laugh. I le was the 
ugliest man of all those that came before Troy 
-bandy legged, lame of one foot, with his two 
shoulders rounded and hunched over his chest. 
His head ran up to a point, but there was little 
hair on the top of it, Achilles and Ulysses hated 
him worst of all, for it was with them that he 
was most wont to wrangle; now, however, with 
a shrill squeaky voice^ he began heaping his 
abuse on Agamemnon, The Achaeans were an- 
gry and disgusted, yet none the less he kept on 
brawling and bawling at the son of Atreus. 

[22$] “Agamemnon,” he cried, “what ails 
you now, and what more do you wantl^ Your 
tentsare filled with bronze and with fair women, 
for whenever we take a town we give you the 
pick of them. Would you have yet more gold, 
which some Trojan is to give you as a ransom 
for his son, when I or another Achaean has taken 
him prisoner? or is it some young girl to hide 
away and lie with? It is not well that you, the 
ruler of the Achaeans, should bring them into 
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such misery. Weakling cowards, women rather 
than men, let us sail home, and leave this fel- 
low here at Troy to stew in his own meeds of 
honour, and discover whether we were of any 
service to him or no. Achilles is a much better 
man than he is, and see how he has treated him 
—robbing him of his prize and keeping it him- 
self. Achilles takes it meekly and shows no 
fight; if he did, son of Atreus, you would never 
again insult him.” 

[24s] Thus railed Tliersitcs, hut UlysSes at 
once went up to him and rebuked him sternly. 
“Check your glib tongue, Thersites,” said he, 
“and babble not a word further. Chide not with 
princes when you have none to back you. 1 here 
is no viler creature come before Troy with the 
sons of Atreus. Drop this chatter about kings, 
and neither revile them nor keep harping about 
going home. Wc do not yet know how things 
are going to be, nor whether the Achaeans are 
to return with good success or evil. How dare 
oil gibe at Agamemnon because the Danaans 
ave awarded him so many prizes? I tell you, 
therefore— and it shall surely be— that if I again 
catch you talking such nonsense, I w'ill either 
forfeit my own head and be no more called 
father of Telemachus, or I will take you, strip 
you stark naked, and whip you out of the assem- 
bly till you go blubbering back to the ships.” 

[26s] On this he beat him with his staff 
about the back and shoulders till he dropped 
and fell a-wceping. ITc golden sceptre raised 
a bloody weal on his back, so he sat down 
frightened and in pain, looking foolish as he 
wiped the tears from his eyes. Tne people were 
sorry for him, yet they laughed heartily, and 
one would turn to his neighbour saying, “Ulys- 
ses has done many a good thing ere now in fight 
and council, but he never did the Argives a 
better turn than when he stopped this fellow's 
mouth from prating further. He will give the 
kings no more of his insolence.” 

[2y8] Thus said the Jpcople. Then Ulysses 
rose, sceptre in hand, arifl Minerva in the like- 
ness of a herald bade tl|c people be still, that 
those who were far off nf ght hear him and con- 
sider his council. He thelcfore with all sincerity 
and goodwill addressed tficm thus: — 

[284] “King Agameninon, the Achaeans are 
for making you a by-wotd among all mankind. 
They forget the promise they made you when 
they set out from Argos, that you should not re- 
turn till you had sacked the town of Troy, and, 
like children or widowed women, they mur- 
mur and would set off homeward. True it 
is that they have had toil enough to be dis- 
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heartened. A man chafes at having to stay away 
from his wife even for a single month, when he 
is on shipboard, at the mercy of wind and sea, 
but it is now nine long years that we have been 
kept here; I cannot, therefore, blame the Achae- 
ans if they turn restive; still we shall be shamed 
if we go home empty after so long a stay— there- 
fore, my friends, be patient yet a little longer 
that we may learn whether the prophesyings of 
Calchas were false or true. 

[^o I ] ‘*A11 who have not since perished must 
remember as though it were yesterday or the 
day before, how the ships of the Acha^ans were 
detained in Aulis when we were on our way 
hither to make war on Priam and the trojans. 
We were ranged round about a fountain offer- 
ing hecatombs to the gods upon thcii holy altars, 
and there w’as a fine plane-tree from beneath 
which there welled a stream of puie water. 
Then we saw a prodigy; for Jove sent a fearful 
serpent out of the ground, with blood red stains 
upon its bark, it darted from under the altar 
on to the plane-tree. Now there was a brood of 
young sparrows, quite small, upon the topmost 
bough, peeping out from under the leaves, eight 
in all, and tneir mother th<it hatched them made 
nine, lire serpent ate the poor cheeping things, 
while the old bird Hew about lamenting her 
little ones; but the serpent threw his coils about 
her and caught her by the v^'ing as she was 
screaming. Then, wdicn he had eaten both the 
sparrow and her young, the god who had sent 
him made him become a sign; for the son of 
scheming Saturn turned him into stone, and 
we stood there wondering at that which had 
come to pass. Seeing, then, that such a fearful 
portent had broken in upon our hecatombs, 
Calchas forthwith declared to us the oracles of 
heaven. ‘Why, Aclueans,’ said he, ‘are you thus 
speechless? Jove has sent us this sign, long in 
coming, and long cre it be fulfilled, though its 
fame shall last for ever. As the serpent ate the 
eight fledglings and the sparrow that hatched 
them, which makes nine, so shall we fight nine 
years at Troy, but in the tenth shall take the 
town.* This was what he said, and now it is afl 
coming true. Stay here, therefore, all of you, till 
we take the city of Priam." 

^3337 On this the Argives raised a shout, till 
the ships rang again with the uproar. Nestor, 
knight of Gerene, then addressed them. “Shame 
on you," he cried, “to stay talking here like chil- 
dren, when you should fight like men. Where 
are out covenants now, and where the oaths 
that we have taken? Shall our counsels be 
flung into the fire, with our drink-offerings and 


the right hands of fellow'ship wherein we have 
put our trust? We waste our time in words, and 
for all our talking here shall be no further for- 
ward. Stand, therefore, son of Atreus, by your 
own steadfast purjxisc; lead the Argives on to 
battle, and leave this handful of men to rot, 
who scheme, and scheme in vain, to get back 
to Argos ere they have learned whether Jove 
be true or a liar. For the mighty son of Saturn 
surely promised that we should succeed, when 
we Argives set sail to bring death and destruc- 
tion upon the Trojans. He showed us favour 
able signs by flashing his lightning on our right 
hands; therefore let none make haste to go till 
he has first lain with the wife of some Trojan, 
and avenged the toil and sorrow that he has 
suffered for the sake of Helen. Neverthless, if 
any man is in such haste to be at home again, 
let him la his hand to his ship that he may 
meet his doom in the sight of all. But, O king, 
consider and give car to my counsel, for the 
word that I say may not he neglected lightly. 
Divide' yourmcn, Agamemnon, into their several 
tribes and clans, that clans and tribes may stand 
by and help one another. If you do this, and if 
the Aeha?ans obey you, you will find out who, 
both chiefs and peoples, are brave, and who are 
cowards; for they will vie one against the other. 
Thus you shall also learn whether it is through 
the counsel of heaven or the cowardice of man 
that you shall fail to take the town." 

[^6g] And Agamemnon answered, “Nestor, 
you have aj^.iin outdone the sons of the Achae- 
ans in coun^ti Would, by Father Jove, Miner- 
va, and Apoll ), that I had among them ten more 
such councillors, for the city of King Priam 
would then soon fall beneath our hands, and 
we should sack it. But the son of Saturn afflicts 
me with bootless wranglings and strife. Achilles 
and I arc quarrelling about this girl, in which 
matter I was the first to offend; if we can be of 
one mind again, the Trojans will not stave off 
destruction for a day. Now, therefore, get your 
morning meal, that our hosts may join in fight. 
Whet well your spears; see well to the ordering 
of your shields; giv c good feeds to your horses, 
and look your chariots carefully over, that we 
may do battle the livelong day; for vve shall have 
no rest, not for a moment, till night falls to part 
us. The bands that bear your shields shall be 
wet with the sweat upon your shoulders, your 
hands shall weary upon your spears, your horses 
shall steam in front of your chariots, and if I 
see any man shirking the fight, or trying to keep 
out of it at the ships, there shall be no help for 
him, but he shall be aprey to dogs and vultures.*' 
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[394] Thus he spoke, and the Achxans 
roared applause. As when the waves run high 
before the blast of the south wind and break on 
some lofty headland, dashing against it and 
buffeting it without ceasing, as the stonns from 
every quarter drive them, even so di<l the Achx- 
ans rise and hurry in all directions to their ships. 
There they lighted their fires at their tents and 
got dinner, offering sacrifice every man to one 
or other of the gods, and praying each one of 
them that he might live to come out of the fight. 
Agamemnon, king of men, sacrificed a fat five- 
year-old bull to the mighty son of Saturn, and 
invited the princes and elders of his host. First 
he asked Nestor and King Idomcneus, then the 
tw'o Ajaxes and the son of Tydeus, and sixthly 
Ulysses, peer of gods in counsel; but Menelaus 
came of his own accord, for he knew how busy 
his brother then was. They stood round the bull 
with the barley-meal in their hands, and Aga- 
memnon prayed, saying, ‘'Jove, most glorious, 
supreme, that dwcllest in heaven, and ridest 
upon the stonn-cloud, grant that the sun may 
not go down, nor the night fall, till the palace 
of Priam is laid low, and its gates are consumed 
with fire. Grant that my sword may pierce the 
shirt of fleeter about his heart, and that full 
many of his comrades may bite the dust as they 
fall dying round him.*' 

[419] Thus he prayed, hut the son of Saturn 
w'ould not fulfil his prayer. He accepted the 
sacrifice, yet none the less increased their* toil 
continually. When they had done praying and 
sprinkling the barley-meal upon the victim, 
they drew back its head, killed it, and then 
flayed it. They cut out the thigh-bones, wrapped 
them round in two layers of fat, and set pieces 
of raw meat on the top of them. These they 
burned upon the split logs of firewood, but they 
spitted the inward meats, and held them in the 
flames to cook. When the thigh-bones were 
burned, and they had tasted the inward meats, 
they cut the rest up small, put the pieces upon 
spits, roasted them till they were done, and 
drew them off; then, when they had iinished 
their work and the feast was ready, they ate it, 
and every man had his full share, so that all 
w^ere satisfied. As soon as they had had enough 
to eat and drink, Nestor, knight of Cerene, be- 
gan to speak. “King Agamemnon," said he, “let 
us not stay talking here, nor be slack in the 
work that heaven has put into our hands. Let 
the heralds summon the people to gather at 
their several ships; we will then go about among 
the host, that we may begin fighting at once. 

[441] Thus did he speak, and Agamemnon 
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heeded his words. He at once sent the criers 
round to call the people in assembly. So they 
called them, and the people gathered thereon. 
The chiefs about the son of Atreus chose their 
men and marshalled them, while Minerva w^ent 
among them holding her priceless segis that 
know's neither age nor death. From it there 
waved a hundred tassels of pure gold, all deftly 
woven, and each one of them worth a hundred 
oxen. With this she darted furiously everywhere 
among the hosts of the Achacans, urging them 
forward, and putting courage inti) the heart of 
each, so that he might fight and do battle with- 
out ceasing. Thus war became sweeter in their 
eyes even than returning home in their ships. 
As when some great forest fire is raging upon 
a mountain top and its light is seen afar, even 
so as they marched the gle.im of their armour 
flashed u[^ into the firmament of hcavx'n. 

[459] They were like great flocks of geese, 
or cranes, or swans on the plain alxiut the waters 
of CaystcT, that rving their way hither and 
thither, glorying in the pride of flight, and dy- 
ing as they settle till the fen is alive with their 
screaming. F.ven thus did their tribes pour from 
ships and tents on to the plain of the Scaman- 
dcr, and the ground rang as brass under the feet 
of men and horses. I liey stood as thick upon 
the flower-bespangled field as^lcaves that bloom 
in summer. 

[469] As countless swanns of flies buzz 
around a herdsman's homestead in the lime of 
spring when the pails arc drenched with milk, 
even so did the AchtX*ans swarm on to the plain 
to charge the 1 rnjans and destroy them. 

[474/ 1 he chiefs disposed their men this 
W'ay and that before the fight began, drafting 
them out as easily as goatherds draft their flocks 
w'hcn they have got mixed w^hile feeding; and 
among them w'cnt King Agamemnon, with a 
head and face like Jove the lord of thunder, a 
waist like Mars, and a chest like that of Nep- 
tune. As some great hull that lords it over the 
herds upon the plain, even so did Jjove make the 
son of Atreus stand peerless amohg the multi- 
tude of heroes. j 

[4S4] And now, O Muses, d'^^ellc^s in the 
mansions of Olympus, tell me—fti you are god- 
desses and arc in all places so that you see all 
things, while W'c know nothing hut by report— 
who were the chiefs and princes of the Danaans? 
Ac for the common soldiers, they were so many 
that I could not name every single one of them 
though I had ten tongues, and though my voice 
failed not and my heart were of bronze within 
me, unless you, O Olympian Muses, daughters 
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of aegis-bearing Jove, were to recount them to 
me. Nevertheless, I will tell the captains of the 
ships and all the fleet together. 

[494] Penelcos, Leitus, Arcesilaus, Prothoe- 
nor, and Clonius were captains of the Boeotians. 
I'hese were they that dwelt in I lyria and rocky 
Aulis, and who held Schtrnus, Scolus, and the 
highlands of Hteonus, with "Phespeia, Graia, 
and the fair city of Mycalessus. They als(j held 
Harnia, Eilesium, and Ilrythrae; and they had 
Eicon, l lylc, and Peteon; Ocalca and the strong 
fortress of Mcdcon; Copie, Eutresis, and Thisbc 
the haunt of doves; Coronca, and the pastures 
of Ilaliartus; Plataca and Glisas, the fortress of 
'Thebes the less; holy Onchestus with its fa- 
mous grove of Neptune; Arne rich in vineyards; 
Midea, sacred Nisa, and Anthedon upon the 
sea. From these there came hfty ships, and in 
each tliere were a hundred and twenty young 
men of the Ra’otians. 

fy/rj Ascalaphus and lalmenus, sons of 
Mars, led th * that dwelt in Asplcdon 

and C^rchomenus the realm of Minyas. Astyochc 
a nc^blc maiden bore them in the house of Actor 
son of Azeus; for she had gone with Mars se- 
cretly into an upper chamber, and he had lain 
with her. With these there came thirty ships 

[si 7] The Plioceans were led by Schedius 
and Epistrophus, sons of mighty Iphitus the son 
of Naubolus. 7 ’hese were they that lield Cypar- 
issLis, rocky Pytho, holy Ciisa, Daulis, and Pan- 
opens; they also that dwelt in Anemorea and 
f lyampolis, and about the waters of the river 
Cephissus, and Lila.'a by the springs of the 
Cephissus; with their chiel tains came forty 
ships, and they marshalled the forces of the 
Phoccans, which were stationed next to the 
Boeotians, on their left. 

[5^7] Ajax, the fleet son of Oileus, com- 
manded the Locrians. f le was not so great, nor 
nearly so great, as Ajax the son of Telamon. He 
was a little man, and his breastplate was made 
of linen, but in use of the spear he excelled all 
the I lellcncs and the Acha’ans. These dwelt in 
Cynus, Opoiis, Callianis, Bessa, Scarphe, fair 
Augeae, Tarphe, and Thronium about the river 
Boagrius. With him there came forty ships of 
the Locrians who dwell beyond Euboea. 

/537J The fierce Abantes held Eubena with 
its cities, Chalcis, Eretria, Histiaea rich in vines, 
Ccrinthus upon the sea, and the rock-perched 
town of Diurn; with them were also the men of 
Car)^stus and Styra; Elcphenor of the race of 
Mars was in command of these; he was son of 
Chalcodon, and chief over all the Abantes. 
With him they came, fleet of foot and wearing 


their hair long behind, brave warriors, who 
would ever strive to tear open the corslets of 
their foes with their long ashen spears. Of these 
there came fifty ships. 

[S4^] And they that held the strong city of 
Athens, the people of great Erechtheus, wdio 
was born of the soil itself, but Jove’s daughter, 
Minerva, fostered him, and established him at 
y\thens in her own rich sanctuary. 'There, year 
by year, the Athenian youths worship lum with 
sacrifices of hulls and rams. These were com- 
manded by Mencstheus, son of Peteds. No man 
living could equal him in the marshalling of 
chariots and foot soldiers. Nestor could alone 
rival him, for he was older. With him there 
came fifty ships. 

[5S7] Ajax brought twelve ships from Sala- 
mis, and stationed them alongside those of the 
Athenians. 

[559] The men of Argos, again, and those 
who held the walls of Tiryns, with 1 lermione, 
and Asinc upon the gulf; Tn^zenc, Eiona?, and 
the vinevard lands of Epidaurus; the Acha'an 
youths, moreover, who came from /Egina and 
Mases; these were led by Diorned of the loud 
battle cry, and Sthenelus son of famed Capa* 
neus M^ith them in command was Euryalus, 
son of king Mccisteus, son of Talaus, but 
Diorned was chief over them all. With these 
there came eighty ships. 

/569J 1 hose who held the strong city of My- 
cenae, rich Corinth and Cleona;; OrnccC, Arae- 
thyrea, anti Tit yon, where Adrastus reigned of 
old; Ilypercsia, high Gonoessa, and Pellene; 
Aigiiim and ail the coast-land round about 
Ilehce; these sent a hundred ships under the 
command ol King Agamemnon, son of Atreus. 
I lis force was far both finest and most numer- 
ous, and in their midst was the king himself, all 
glorious in his armour of gleaming bronze- 
foremost among the heroes, for he w^as the 
greatest king, and had most men under him. 

And those that dwelt in Lacedaemon, 
lying low among the hills, Pharis, Sparta, with 
Messc the haunt of doves; Bryscie, Augeae, 
Amycla:, and I lelos upon the sea; Laas, more- 
over, and G'.tylus; these were led by Menclaus 
of the loud hattlc-cry, brother to Agamemnon, 
and of them there were sixty ships, drawn up 
apart from the others. Among them went Mene- 
laus himself, strong in zeal, urging his men to 
fight; for he longed to avenge the toil and sor- 
row that he had suffered for the sake of Helen. 

[592] The men of Pylos and Arene, and 
Thryum where is the ford of the river Alpheus; 
strong Aipy, Cyparisscis, and Amphigenea; 
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Pteleum, Helos, and Donum, where the Muses 
met Thamyris, and stilled his minstrelsy for 
ever. Fie was returning from CEchalia, where 
Eurytus lived and reigned, and boasted that he 
would surpass even the Muses, daughters of 
aegis-bearing Jove, if they should sing against 
him; whereon they were angry, and maimed 
him. They robbed him of his divine power of 
song, and thenceforth he could strike the lyre 
no more. These were commanded by Nestor, 
knight of Gerene, and with him there came 
ninety ships. 

[6o^] And those that held Arcadia, under 
the high mountain of Cyllene, near the tomb of 
/Epytus, where the people fight hand to hand; 
the men of Phencus also, and Orchomenus rich 
in flocks; of Rhipae, Stratie, and bleak Enispc; 
of Tegca and fair Mantinea; of Stymphelus and 
Parrhasia; of these King Agapenor son of An- 
caeus was commander, and they had sixty shij^s. 
Many Arcadians, good soldiers, came in each 
one of them, but Agamemnon found them the 
ships in which to cross the sea, for they were 
not a people that occupied their business upon 
the waters. 

[615] The men, moreover, of Buprasiuin and 
of Elis, so much of it as is enclosed between 
Hyrmine, Myrsinus upon the sea-shore, the 
rock Olene and Alesium. Tliese had four leaders, 
and each of them had ten ships, with many 
Epcans on board. Tlieir captains were Amphi- 
machus and Tlialpius—the one, son of Cteatus, 
and the other, of Eurytus— both of the race of 
Actor. The two others were Diores, son of 
Amarynces, and Polyxenus, son of King Agas- 
thenes, son of Augcas. 

[624] And those of Dulichium with the 
sacred Echinean islands, who dwelt beyond the 
sea off Elis; these were led by Meges, peer of 
Mars, and the son of valiant Phyleus, dear to 
Jove, who quarrelled with his fatner, and went 
to settle in Dulichium, With him there came 
forty ships. 

f 63 1 7 Ulysses led the brave Cephallcnians, 
who held Ithaca, Neritum with its forests, Cro- 
cylea, rugged -^gilips, Samos and Zacynthus, 
with the mainland also that was over ag^inst the 
islands. These were led by Ulysses, peer of 
Jove in counsel, and with him there came twelve 
ships. 

76387 Tlioas, son of Andraemon, commanded 
the -/Etolians, who dwelt in Pleuron, Olenus, 
Pylenc, Chalcis by the sea, and rocky Calydon, 
for the great king CEneus had now no sons liv- 
ing, and was himself dead, as was also golden- 
haired Meleager, who had been set over the 


/Etolians to be their king. And with Thoas 
there came forty ships. 

7 645 7 The famous spearsman Idonieneus led 
the Cretans, who held Cnossus, and the well- 
walled city of Gortys; Lyctus also, Miletus and 
Lycastus that lies upon the chalk; the populous 
towns of Phaestus and Rhytium, with the other 
peoples that dwelt in the hundred cities of 
Crete. All these were led by Idoineneus, and by 
Meriones, peer of murderous Mars. And with 
these there came eighty ships. 

[^53] Tlepolemus, son of Hercules, a man 
both brave and large of stature, brought nine 
ships of lordly warriors from Rhodes. These 
dwelt in Rhodes which is divided among the 
three cities of Lindus, Iclysus, and Camcirus, 
that lies upon the chalk. These were com- 
manded by Tlepolemus, son of Hercules by 
Astyochea, whom he had carried olF from 
Ephyra, on the river Sclleis, after sacking many 
cities of valiant warriors. When Tlepolemus 
grew up, he killed his father s uncle Licymnius, 
who had been a famous warrior in his time, hut 
was then grown old. On this he built himself a 
fleet, gathered a great following, and fled be- 
yond the sea, for he was menaced by the other 
sons and grandsons of 1 lercules. After a voyage, 
during which he suffered great hardship, he 
came to Rhodes, where the people divided into 
three communities, according to their tribes, 
and w'cre dearly loved by Jovj;^ the lord of gods 
and men; w'hercfore the son of Saturn showered 
down great riches upon them. 

[6yi] And Nireus brought three ships from 
Syme— Nireus, who wms the handsomest man 
that came up under Ilius of all the Danaans 
after the son of Peleus— but he was a man of no 
substance, and had but a small following. 

76767 And those that held Nisyrus, Cra- 
pathus, and Casus, with Cos, the city of Eury- 
pylus, and the Calydnian islands, these were 
commanded by Pheidippus and Antiphus, two 
stms of King Thcssalus the son of Hercules. 
And with them there came thirty ships. 

[68 1] Those again who held Belasgic Argos, 
Alos, Alope, and Trachis; and tSosc of Phthia 
and Hellas the land of fair worrien, who were 
called Myrmidons, Hellenes, ^d Achacans; 
these had fifty ships, over whicl| Achilles was 
in command. But they now tookpo part in the 
war, inasmuch as there was no efne to marshal 
them; for Achilles stayed by his ships, furious 
about the loss of the girl Briseis, whom he had 
taken from Lyrnessus at his own great peril, 
when he had sacked Lyrnessus and Thebe, and 
had overthrown Mynes and Epistrophus, sons 
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of king Evcnor, son of Selepus. For her sake 
Achilles was still grieving, but ere long he was 
again to join them. 

[69$] And those that held Phylace and the 
flowery meadows of Pyrasus, sanctuary of Ceres; 
Iton, the mother of sheep; Antrum upon the 
sea, and Pteleum that lies upon the grass lands. 
Of these brave Protesilaus had been captain 
while he was yet alive, but he was now lying 
under the earth. He had left a wife behind him 
in Phylace to tear her cheeks in sorrow, and his 
house was only half finished, for he was slain 
by a Dardanian warrior while leapi^ foremost 
of the Achaeans upon the soil of Troy. Still, 
though his people mourned their chieftain, they 
were not without a leader, for Podarces, of the 
race of M.irs, marshalled them; he was son of 
Iphiclus, rich in sheep, who was the son of 
Phvlacus, and he was own brother to Protesilaus, 
only younger, Protesilaus being at once the 
elder and the more valiant. So the people were 
not without a leader, though they mourned him 
wlunn they had lost. With him there came forty 
ships. 

/ 7 1 r J And those that held Pheras by the 
Ba*hean lake, with Ba'be, Glaphyrac, and the 
populous city of lolcus, these w'ith their eleven 
ships were led by Eumclus, son of Admetus, 
whom Alcestis bore to him, loveliest of the 
daughters of Pelias. 

/7167 And those that held Methone and 
71 iaumacia, with Mcliboca and rugged Olizon, 
these were led by the skilful archer Phihxtctcs, 
and they bad seven ships, each with fifty oars- 
men all of them good archers; but Philoctetes 
was lying in great pain in the Island of Lemnos, 
where the sons of the Achseans left him, for he 
had been bitten by a poisonous water snake. 
There he lay sick and sorry, and full soon did 
the Argives come to miss him. But his people, 
though they felt his loss, were not leaderless, for 
Medon, the bastard son of Oileus by Rhene, set 
them in array. 

[719] Those, again, of Tricca and the stony 
region of Ithome, and they that held CEchalia, 
the city of Qxhalian Eurytus, these were com- 
• manded by the two sons of /Esculapius, skilled 
in the art of healing, Podalirius and Machaon, 
And with them there came thirty ships. 

[7^4] The men, moreover, ofOrmenius,and 
by the fountain of Hypercin, with those that 
held Astcrius, and the white crests of Titanus, 
these were led by Eujrypylus, the son of Euai- 
mon, and with them there came forty ships. 

[73S] Those that held Argissa and Gyrtone, 
Orthe, Elone, and the white city of Oloosson, 


of these brave Polypoetes was leader. He was 
son of Pirithoiis, who was son of Jove himself, 
for Hippodamcia bore him to Pirithoiis on the 
day when he tfx)k his revenge on the shaggy 
mountain savages, and drove them from Mt. 
Pelion to the Aithices. But Polypeetes was not 
sole in command, for with him was Leonteus, of 
the race of Mars, who was son of Coronus, the 
son of Caeneus. And with these there came forty 
ships. 

[ 748 ] Guneus brought two and twenty ships 
from Cyphus, and he was followed by the 
Enienes and the valiant Peraebi, who dwelt 
alx)ut wintry Dcxlona, and held the lands round 
the lovely river Titaresius, w^hich sends its 
w'aters into the Pcncus. They do not mingle 
with the silver eddies of the Peneus, but flow 
on the top of them like oil; for the Titaresius is 
a branch of dread Orciis and of the river Styx. 

[756] Of the Magnetes, Prothoiis son of 
Tenthredon vvds commander. They W'cre they 
that dwelt about the river Peneus and Mt. 
Pelion. Prothoiis, fleet of foot, was their leader, 
and with him there came forty ships. 

[760] Such were the chiefs and princes of 
the Danaans. Who, then, O Muse, was the 
foremost, whether man or horse, among those 
that followed after the sons of Atreus? 

[764] Of the horses, those of the son of 
Pheres were by far the finest. They were driven 
by Eumelus, and were as fleet as birds. They 
were of the same age and colour, and perfectly 
matched in height. Apollo, of the silver how, 
had bred them in Perea— both of them mares, 
and terrible as Mars in battle. Of the men, 
Ajax, son of Telamon, was much the foremost 
so long as Achilles* anger lasted, for Achilles ex- 
celled him greatly and he had also better horses; 
but Achilles was now holding aloof at his ships 
by reason of his quarrel with Agamemnon, and 
his people passed their time upon tlie sea shore, 
throwing discs or aiming w'ith spears at a mark, 
and in a^cher)^ Their horses stood each by his 
own chariot, champing lotus and wild celery. 
I’he chariots were housed under cover, hut 
their owners, for lack of leadership, wandered 
hither and thither about the host and went not 
forth to fight. 

[780} Thus marched the host like a con- 
suming fire, and the earth groaned beneath 
them as when the lord of thunder is angry and 
lashes the land about Typhocus among the 
Arimi, where they say Typhteus lies. Even so 
did the earth groan beneath them as they sped 
over the plain. 

[786] And now Iris, fleet as the wind, was 
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sent by Jove to tell the bad news among the 
Trojans. They were gathered in assembly, old 
and young, at Priam's gates, and Iris came close 
up to Priam, speaking with the voice of Priam’s 
son Polites, who, being fleet of foot, was sta- 
tioned as watchman for the Trojans on the 
tomb of old yEsyetes, to look out for any sally 
of the Achacans. In his likeness Iris spoke, say- 
ing, “Old man, you talk idly, as in time of peace, 
while war is at hand. I have been in many a bat- 
tle, but never yet saw such a host as is now ad- 
vancing. They arc crossing the plain to attack 
the city as thick as leaves or as the sands of the 
sea. Hector, I charge you above all others, do as 
I say. There are many allies dispersed about the 
city of Priam from distant places and speaking 
divers tongues. Therefore, let each chief give 
orders to his own people, setting them severally 
in array and leading them forth to battle.” 

[Soy] Thus she spoke, but Hector knew that 
it was the goddess, and at once broke up the 
assembly. The men flev^' to anns; all the gates 
were opened, and the people thronged through 
them, horse and foot, with the tramp as of a 
great multitude. 

[8i i] Now there is a high mound before the 
city, rising hy itself upon the plain. Men call it 
Batieia, but the gods know that it is the tomb of 
lithe Myrine. 1 Icre the Trojans and their allies 
divided their forces. 

[8 is] Priam’s son, great Hector of the gleam- 
ing helmet, commanded the Trojans, and with 
him were arrayed bv far the greater nujnber 
and most valiant of tfiose who were longing for 
the fray. 

[8jg] The Dardanians were led by brave 
/Eneas, whom Venus bore to Anchiscs, when 
she, goddess though she was, had lain with him 
upon the mountain slopes of Ida. He was not 
alone, for with him were the tw'o sons of An- 
tenor, Archilochus and Acamas, both skilled 
in all the arts of war. 

[824] They that dwelt in Telca under the 
lowest spurs of Mt. Ida, men of su!)stance, who 
drink the limpid waters of the /Esepus, and are 
of Trojan bkxjd— these were led by Pandarus 
son of Lycaon, whom Apollo had taught to use 
the bow. 

[828] They that held Adresteia and the'land 
of Apaesus, with Pityeia, and the high moun- 
tain of Tcrcia— these were led by Adrestus and 
Amphius, whose breastplate was of linen. These 
were the sons of Merops of Percote, who ex- 
celled in all kinds of divination. He told them 
not to take part in the war, but they gave him 
no heed, for fate lured them to destruction. 


[8^S] They that dwelt about Percote and 
Practius, with Sestos, Ahydos, and Arisbe— 
these were led by Asius, son of Hyrtacus, a 
brave commander— Asius, the son of 1 lyrtacus, 
whom his jx)werful dark bay steeds, of the breed 
that comes from the river Sclleis, had brought 
from Arishe. 

[8 40] I lippothoiis led the tribes of Pclasgian 
spearsmen, w'ho dw^elt in fertile Larisa--Hip- 
pothous, and Pylaeus of the race of Mars, tw^) 
sons of the Pclasgian Lcthus, son of Tcutamus. 

[844] Acamas and the w^arrior Pciroiis com- 
manded the Thracians and those that came from 
beyond the mighty stream of tlie I Icllespont. 

[846] Euphemus, son of Tnrzenus, the son 
of Ceos, w'as captain of theCiconian spearsmen. 

[848] Pyr<echmes led the Paioniaii archers 
from distant Amydon, by the bioad waters of 
the river Axius, the fairest that flow u]X)n the 
earth. 

[8s I ] The Paphlagonians were commanded 
by stout-hearted Pyhemcnesfroin Enctfc,w'here 
the mules run wild in herds. T hese w'ere they 
that held Cy torus and the country round Sesa- 
mus, with the cities hy the river Parthenius, 
Cromna, /ligialus, and loftv ETithini. 

[8>y6] Odius and Epistrophus were captains 
over the Hali/oni from distant Alyhc, where 
there are mines of silver. 

[8sS] Chrornis, and Ennomus the augur, led 
the Mysians, hut his skill inmigury availed not 
to save him from destruction, for he fell by the 
hand of the fleet descendant of /Eacus in the 
river, where he slew others also of the d'rojans. 

f86z] Phorcys, again, and noble Ascanius 
led the Phrygians from the far country of As- 
cania, and both were eager for the fray. 

[864] Mcslhles and Antiplius eoininanded 
the Meonians, sons of 1 alLcmencs, born to him 
of the Ciyg.Tan lake. These led the Meonians, 
who dwelt under Mt. Tmolus. 

[S6y] Nastes led the Carians, men of a 
strange speech. These held Miletus and the 
wooded mountain of Phthircs, with the water 
of the river Mac'ander and the lofty crests of Mt. 
Mycalc. These were commanded hy Nastes and 
Amphimachus, the brave sons ^f Nomion. He 
came into the fight with gold al^out him, like a 
girl; fool that he was, his gt)ld was of no avail 
to save him, for he fell in the riVer by the hand 
of the fleet descendant of /EacUs, and Achilles 
bore away his gold. 

[8ys ] Sarpedon and Glaucus led the Lycians 
from their distant land, by the eddying waters 
of the Xanthus. 
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W HEN the companies were thus ar- 
rayed, each under its own captain, 
the Trojans advanced as a flight of 
wild fowl or cranes that scream overhead when 
rain and winter drive them over the flowing 
waters of Ocean us to bring death and destruc- 
tion on the Pygmies, and they wrangle in the 
air as they fly; but the Acha.*ans marched si- 
lently, in high heart, and minded to stand by 
one another, 

[ I o] As when the south wind spreads a cur- 
tain of mist upon the mountain tops, bad for 
shepherds hut better than night foi thieves, and 
a man can sec no fuiiher than he can throw a 
stone, even so rose the dust from under their 
feet as they made all speed over the plain. 

[ 15/ When they were close up with one an- 
other, Alexandras c<ime forward as champion 
on the Trojan side. On his shoulders he bore 
the skin of a panther, his bow, and his sword, 
and he brandished two spears shod with bronze 
as a challenge to the bravest of the Acha^ans to 
meet him in single fight. Menelaus saw him 
thus stride out l^clorc the ranks, and was glad as 
a hungry lion that lights on the carcase of some 
goat or horned stag, and devours it there and 
then, though dogs and youths set upon him. 
Even thus was Menelaus glad when his eyes 
caught sight of Alexandrus, for he deemed that 
now he should he revenged. 1 Ic sprang, there- 
fore, from his chariot, clad in his suit of annour. 

[^o] Alexandrus quailed as he saw Menelaus 
come forward, and shrank in fear of his life un- 
der cover of his men. As one who starts back 
affrighted, trembling and pale, when he comes 
suddenly upon a serpent in some mountain 
■glade, even so did Alexandrus plunge into the 
throng of Trojan warriors, terror-stricken at 
the sight of the son of Atreus. 

[397 Then Hector upbraided him. “Paris,” 
said he, “evil-hearted Paris, fair to see, but 
woman-mad, and false of tongue, would that 
you had never been born, or that you had died 
unwed. Better so, than live to be disgraced and 
looked askance at. Will not the Achaean s mock 
at us and say that we have sent one to champion 


us who is fair to see hut who has neither wit nor 
courage? Did you not, such as you are, get your 
following together and sail beyond the seas? 
Did you not from a far country carry off a 
lovely woman wedded among a people of war- 
riors— to bring sorrow upon your father, your 
city, and your whole country, but joy to your 
enemies, and hang dog shamefacedness to your- 
self? And now can you not dare face Menelaus 
and learn what manner of man he is whose wife 
you have stolen? Where indeed would be your 
lyre and your lov'c tricks, your comely locks and 
your fair favour, when you were lying in the 
dust before him? 1 he Trojans arc a weak-kneed 
people, or ere this you would have had a shirt 
of stones for the w^rongs you have done them.” 

[58 J And Alexandrus answered, “Hector, 
your rebuke is just. You are hard as the axe 
which a shipwright wields at his work, and 
cleaves the timlx^r to his liking. As the axe in his 
hand, so keen is the edge of your scorn. Still, 
taunt me not with the gifts that golden Venus 
has given me; they are precious; let not a man 
disdain them, for the gods give them where they 
arc minded, and none can have them for the 
asking. If you would have me do battle with 
Menelaus, bid the I'rojans and Achaeans take 
their seats, while he and T fight in their midst 
for Helen and all her wealth Let him who shall 
be victorious and prove to be the better man 
take the woman and all she has, to bear them to 
his home, but let the rest swear to a solemn 
covenant of peace whereby you Trojans shall 
stay here in Troy, while the others go home to 
Argos and the land of the Achieans.” 

[y 6 ] When Hector heard this he was glad, 
and went about among the Trojan ranks hold- 
ing his spear by the middle to keep them back, 
and they all sat down at his bidding: but the 
Achieans still aimed at him with stones and 
arrow's, rill Agamemnon shouted to them say- 
ing, “Hold, Argives, shoot not, sons of the Aclix- 
ans; Hector desires to speak.” 

[85] They ceased taking aim and were still, 
w'hcrcon I lector spoke. “1 learfrom my mouth,” 
said he, “Trojans and Achaeans, the saying of 
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Alexandrus, through whom this quarrel has 
come about. He bios the Trojans and Achaeans 
lay their armour upon the ground, while he 
and Menelaus fight in the midst of you for 
Helen and all her wealth. Let him who shall be 
victorious and prove to be the better man take 
the woman and all she has, to bear them to his 
own home, but let the rest swear to a solemn 
covenant of peace.” 

[95] Thus he spoke, and they all held their 
peace, till Menelaus of the loud battle-cry ad- 
dressed them. **And now,” he said, “hear me 
too, for it is I who am the most aggrieved. I 
deem that the parting of Achajans and Trojans 
is at hand, as well it may be, seeing how much 
you have suffered for my quarrel with Alcxan- 
drusand the wrong he did me. Let him who shall 
die, die, and let the others fight no more. Bring, 
then, tw^o lambs, a white ram and a black ewe, 
for Earth and Sun, and we will bring a third for 
Jove. Moreover, you shall bid Priam come, that 
he may swear to the covenant himself; for his 
sons are high-handed and ill to trust, and the 
oaths of Jove must not be transgressed or taken 
in vain. Young men*s minds are light as air, but 
when an old man comes he looks before and 
after, deeming that which shall be fairest upon 
both sides.” 

[ill] The Trojans and Achaeans were glad 
when they heard this, for they thought that 
they should now have rest. They backed their 
chariots toward the ranks, got out of them, and 
put off their armour, laying it down upon the 
ground; and the hosts w^re near to one another 
with a little space between them. Hector sent 
two messengers to the city to bring the lambs 
and to bid Priam come, while Agamemnon told 
Talthybius to fetch the other lamb from the 
ships, and he did as Agamemnon had said. 

[121] Meanwhile Iris w^ent to Helen in the 
form of her sister-in-law, wife of the son of 
Antenor, for Helicaon, son of Antenor, had 
married Laodice, the fairest of Priam's daugh- 
ters. She found her in her own room, working 
at a great web of purple linen, on which she 
was embroidering the battles between Trojans 
and Achaeans, that Mars had made them fight 
for her sake. Iris then came close up to her and 
said, ^‘Come hither, child, and see the strange 
doings of the Trojans and Achaeans; till now 
they have been warring upon the plain, mad 
with lust of battle, but now they have left oflL 
fighting, and are leaning upon their shieldU^ffl^ 
ting still with their spears planted besid^™^. 
Alexandrus and Menelaus are goingft^hght 
about yourself, and you are to be tUc^ife of 


^t^faght raan}^ 
:^ife of [ipi 


him who is the victor.'' 

[^39] Thus spoke the goddess, and Helen's 
heart yearned after her former husband, her 
city, and her parents. She threw a white mantle 
over her head, and hurried from her room, 
weeping as she went, not alone, but attended 
by two of her handmaids, /Ethrae, daughter of 
Pittheus, and Clymene. And straightway they 
were at the Scaean gates. 

[146] The two sages, Ucalegon and Antenor, 
elders of the people, w'ere seated by the Scaean 
gates, with Priam, Panthoiis, Thyma'tes, Lam- 
pus, Clytius, and Hiketaon of the race of Mars. 
These were too old to fight, but they were 
fluent orators, and sat on the tower like cicales 
that chirrup delicately from the boughs of some 
high tree in a wood. When they saw Helen 
coming towards the tower, they said softly to 
one another, “Small wonder that Trojans and 
Achasans should endure so much and so long, 
for the sake of a woman so marvellously and 
divinely lovely. Still, fair though she be, let 
them take her and go, or she will breed sorrow 
for us and for our children after us.” 

[i6i] But Priam bade her draw nigh. “My 
child,” said he, “take your seat in front of me 
that you may see your former husband, your 
kinsmen and your friends. I lay no blame upon 
you, it is the gods, not you who are to blame. 
It is they that have brought about this terrible 
war with the Achaeans. TdW me, then, who is 
yonder huge hero so great and goodly? I have 
seen men taller by a head, but none so comely 
and so royal. Surely he must be a king.” 

[iji] “Sir,” answered Helen, “father of my 
husband, dear and reverend in my eyes, would 
that I had chosen death rather than to have come 
here with your son, far from my bridal chamber, 
my friends, my darling daughter, and all the 
companions of my girlhood. But it was not to 
be, and my lot is one of tears and sorrow. As 
for your question, the hero of w'hom you ask is 
Agamemnon, son of Atreus, a good king and a 
brave soldier, brother-in-law a^surely as that he 
lives, to my abhorred and miserable self.” 

[i8t] Tire old man marvelled at him and 
said, “Happy son of Atreus, cpild of good for- 
tune. I see that the Achaeans arc subject to you 
in great multitudes. When I was in Phrygia I 
saw much horsemen, the peopie of Otreus and 
of Mygdon, who were camping upon the banks 
river Sangarius; I was their ally, and with 
the Amazons, peers of men, came 
U] them, but even they were not so 

raany^^fe^e Achaeans.” 
fipiglaie old man next looked upon Ulys- 
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ses; 'Tell me," he said, "who is that other, 
shorter by a head than Agamemnon, but broader 
across the chest and shoulders? His armour is 
laid upon the ground, and he stalks in front of 
the ranks as it w^ere some great woolly ram or- 
dering his ewes." 

[igg] And Helen answered, "He is Ulysses, 
a man of great craft, son of Laertes. He was 
born in rugged Ithaca, and excels in all manner 
of stratagems and subtle cunning." 

[20^] On this Antenor said, "Madam, you 
have spoken truly. Ulysses once came here as 
envoy about yourself, and Menelaus with him. 
I received them in my own house, and there 
fore know both of them by sight and conversa- 
tion. When they stood up in presence of the 
assembled Trojans, Menelaus was the broader 
shouldered, but when both were seated Ulysses 
had the more royal presence. After a time they 
delivered their message, and the speech of 
Menelaus ran trippingly on the tongue; he did 
not say much, for he was a man of few words, 
but he spoke very clearly and to the point, 
though he was die ^ounger man of the two; 
Ulysses, on the other hand, when he rose to 
speak, was at first silent and kept his eyes fixed 
upon the ground. There w'as no play nor grace- 
ful movement of his sceptre; he kept it straight 
and stiff like a man unpractised in oratory— one 
might have taken him for a mere churl or simple- 
ton; but when he raised his voice, and the words 
came driving from his deep chest like winter 
snow before the wind, then there was none to 
touch him, and no man thought further of 
what he looked like." 

[22^] Priam then caught sight of Ajax and 
asked, "Who is that great and goodly warrior 
whose head and broad shoulders tower above 
the rest of the Argives?" 

[228] "That,” answered Helen, "is huge 
Ajax, bulwark of the Achaeans, and on the other 
side oHiim, among the Cretans, stands Idomen- 
cus looking like a god, and with the captains of 
the Cretans round him. Often did Menelaus re- 
ceive him as a guest in our house when he came 
visiting us from Crete. I sec, moreover, many 
other Achaeans whose names 1 could tell you, 
but there are two whom I can nowhere find. 
Castor, breaker of horses, and Pollux the mighty 
boxer; they are children of my mother, and own 
brothers to myself. Either they have not left 
Lacedaemon, or else, though they have brought 
their ships, thev will not show themselves in 
battle for the sname and disgrace that I have 
brought u^n them.” 

[24^] She knew not that both these heroes 


were already lying under the earth in their own 
land of Lacedsemon. 

[z4S ] Meanwhile the heralds were bringing 
the holy oath-offerings through the city— two 
lambs and a goatskin of wine, the gift of earth; 
and Idaeus brought the mixing bowl and the cups 
of gold. He went up to Priam and said, "Son of 
Laomedon, the princes of the Trojans and 
Achaeans bid you come down on to the plain 
and swear to a solemn covenant. Alexandrus 
and Menelaus are to fight for Helen in single 
combat, that she and all her wealth may go with 
him who is the victor. We are to swear to a 
solemn covenant of peace whereby w'e others 
shall dwell here in Troy, while the Achaeans 
return to Argos and the land of the Achaeans." 

[ ^59 ] Tlie old man trembled as hchcard,but 
bade his followers yoke the horses, and they 
made all haste to do so. He mounted the chariot, 
gathered the reins in his hand, and Antenor 
took his seat beside him; they then drove 
through the Scaean gates on to the plain. When 
they reached the ranks of the Trojans and 
Achaeans they left the chariot, and with meas- 
ured pace advanced into the space between the 
hosts. 

[zSy] Agamemnon and Ulysses both rose to 
meet them. T he attendants brought on the oath- 
offerings and mixed the wane in the mixing- 
bowls; they poured water over the hands of the 
chieftains, and the son of Atreus drew the 
dagger that hung by his sw'ord, and cut wool 
from the lambs^ heads; this the men-servants 
gave about among the Trojan and Achaean 
princes, and the son of Atreus lifted up his 
hands in prayer. "Father Jove,” he cried, "that 
rulest in Ida, most glorious in power, and thou 
oh Sun, that secst and givest car to all things, 
Earth and Rivers, and ye who in the realms be- 
low chastise the soul of him that has broken his 
oath, witness these rites and guard them, that 
they be not vain. If Alexandrus kills Menelaus, 
let him keep Helen and all her wealth, while 
w^e sail home with our ships; but if Menelaus 
kills Alexandrus, let the Trojans give back 
Helen and all that she has; let them moreover 
pay such fine to the Achfcans as shall be agreed 
upon, in testimony among those that shall be 
born hereafter. And if Priam and his sons re- 
fuse such fine when Alexandrus has fallen, then 
will I stay here and fight on till I have got satis- 
faction.” 

J292J As he spoke he drew his knife across 
the throats of the victims, and laid them down 
gasping and dying upon the ground, for the 
knife had reft them of their strength. Then 
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they poured wane from the mixing-bowl into 
the cups, and prayed to the everlasting gods, 
saying, Trojans and Achaeans among one an- 
other, '*Jove, most great and glorious, and ye 
other everlasting gods, grant that the brains of 
them who shall first sin against their oaths— of 
them and their children— may be shed u]xjn the 
ground even as this wine, and let their wives 
become the slaves of strangers/' 

/^3o 27 I’hus they prayed, but not as yet would 
Jove grant them their prayer. "Hien Priam, de- 
scendant of Dardanus, spoke, saying, “Hear 
me, Trojans and Achscans, I u’ill now go back 
to the wind-beaten city of llius: I dare not w ith 
my own eyes witness this fight between my son 
and jVlenelaus, for Jove and the other immortals 
alone know w'hich shall fall." 

f^ioj On this he laid the two lambs on his 
chariot and took his seat. He gathered the reins 
in his hand, and Antenor sat beside him; the 
tw'O then went back to llius. Hector and Ulys- 
ses measured the ground, and cast lots from a 
helmet of bronze to see which should take aim 
first. Meanwhile the two hosts lifted up their 
hands and prayed saying, “Father Jove, that 
rulest from Ida, most glorious in power, grant 
that he who first brought about this war be- 
tween us may die, and enter the house of 1 lades, 
while wc others remain at peace and abide by 
our oaths." 

[^14] Great Hector now turned his head 
aside while he shook the helmet, and the lot of 
Paris flew out first. The others took their sev- 
eral stations, each by hh. horses and the place 
where his arms were lying, while Alexandras, 
husband of lovely Helen, put on his goodly 
armour. First he greaved his legs with greaves 
of good make and fitted with ancle-clasps of 
silver; after this he donned the cuirass of his 
brother Lycaon, and fitted it to his owm body; 
he hung his silver-studded sword of bronze 
about his shoulders, and then his mighty shield. 
On his comely head he set his helmet, well- 
wrought, wdth a crest of horse hair that nodded 
menacingly above it, and he grasped a redoubt- 
able spear that suited his hands. In like fashion 
Menelaus also put on his armour. 

[^40] When they had thus armed, each 
amid his own people, they strode fierce of aspect 
into the open space, and both Trojans and 
Achaeans were struck with awe as they beheld 
them. They stood near one another on the meas- 
ured ground, brandishing their spears, and each 
furious against the other. Alexandras aimed 
first, and struck the round shield of the son of 
Atreus, but the spear did not pierce it, for the 
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shield turned its point. Menelausnext took aim, 
praying to Father Jove as he did so. “King Jove," 
he said, “grant me revenge on Alexandrus who 
has wronged me; subdue him under my hand 
that in ages yet to come a man may shrink from 
doing ill deeds in the house of his host." 

[35s] Fie poised his spear as he spoke, and 
hurled it at the shield of Alexandrus. Through 
shield and coiirass it went, and tore the shirt by 
his flank, but Alexandrus swx'iTcd aside, and 
thus saved bis life. I’hen the son of Atreus drew 
his sword, and drove at the projecting part of 
his helmet, but the sword fell shivered in three 
or four pieces from his hand, and he cried, look- 
ing tow^ards Heaven, “Father Jove, of all gods 
thou art the most despiteful; I made sure of 
my revenge, but the sword has broken in my 
hand, my spear has been hurled in vain, and I 
have not killed him.” 

[3^9] With this he flew' at Alexandrus, 
caught him by the horsehair plume of his hel- 
met, and began dragging him tow'ards the 
Achaeans. The strap of the helmet that went 
under his chin was choking him, and Menelaus 
would have dragged him off to his own great 
glory had not Jove's daughter Venus been quick 
to mark and to break the strap of oxhide, so 
that the empty helmet came away in his hand. 
This he flung to his comrades among the Achac- 
ans, and was again springing upon Alexandnis 
to run him through with 'n spear, hut Venus 
snatched him up in a moment (.as a god can 
do), hid him under a cloud of darkness, and 
conveyed him to his own bedchamber. 

[3S3] Then she went to call Helen, and 
found her on a high tower w'ith the Trojan 
women crowding round her. She took the i’orm 
of an old w oman w’ho used to dress w'ool for her 
when she was still in I-acedaamon,and of whom 
she was very fond. Thus disguised she plucked 
her by her perfumed robe and said, “Come 
hither; Alexandras says you arc to go to the 
house; he is on his bed in his own room, radiant 
with beauty and dressed in gorgeous apparel. 
No one would think he hadr just come from 
fighting, but rather that he wa$going to a dance, 
or had done dancing and was fitting down." 

[395] With these words sh(| moved the heart 
of Helen to anger. When she ^larkcd the beau- 
tiful neck of the goddess, her Ibvcly bosom, and 
sparkling eyes, sne marvelled at her and said, 
“Goddess, why do you thus beguile me? Are 
you going to send me afield still further to some 
man whom you have taken up in Phrygia or fair 
Meonia? Menelaus has just vanquished Alex- 
andrus, and is to take my hateful self back with 
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him. You are come here to betray me. Go sit 
with Alexandrus yourself; henceforth be god- 
dess no longer; never let your feet carry you 
hack to Olympus; worry about him and look 
alter him till he make you his wife, or, for the 
matter of that, his slave— but me‘P I shall not go; 
I can garnisli his bed no longer; I should be a 
by-word among all the women of Troy. Besides, 
I have trouble on my mind.” 

[ 414 ] Venus was very angry, and said, “Bold 
hussy, do not provoke me; if you do, I shall 
leave you to your fate and hate you as much as 
I have loved you. I will stir up fierce hatred be- 
tween Trojans and Achaeans, and you shall 
come to a bad end.” 

[ 418 ] At this Helen was frightened. She 
wrapped her mantle about her and went in si- 
lence, following the goddess and unnoticed by 
the Trojan women. 

[ 421 ] When they came to the house of Alex- 
andrus the maid servants set about their work, 
but Helen went into her own room, and the 
laughter- loving goddess took a scat and set 
it for her facing Aaiidms. On this Helen, 
daughter of acgis-hearing Jove, sat down, and 
with eyes askance began to upbraid her hus- 
band. 

[ 428 ] “vSo you are come from the fight,” said 
she; “would that you had fallen rather by the 
hand of that brave man who was my husband. 
Vou used to brag that you were a better man 
with your hands and spear than Mcnclaus; go, 
then, and challenge him again— but I should 


advise you not to do so, for if you are foolish 
enough to meet him in single combat, you will 
soon I all by his spear.” 

[ 4 ^ 6 ] And Paris answered, “Wife, do not 
vex me with your reproaches. ITiis time, with 
the help of Minerva, Mcnclaus has vanquished 
me; another time J may myself be victor, for I 
too have gods that will stand by me. Come, let 
us lie down together and make friends. Never 
yet w'as I so passionately enamoured of you as 
at this moment— not even when I first carried 
you off from Lacediemon and sailed away with 
you— not even when I had converse with you 
upon the ccmch of love in the island of Cranae 
was 1 so enthralled by my desire of you as now.” 
On this he led her towards the bed, and his wife 
went w'ith him. 

[ 447 ] Thus they laid themselves on the bed 
together; but the son of Atreus strode among 
the throng, looking everywhere for Alexandrus, 
and no man, neither of the Trojans nor of the 
allies, could find him. If they had seen him they 
were in no mind to hide him, for they all of 
them hated him as they did death itself. 1 hen 
Agamemnon, king of men, spoke, saying, “Hear 
me, Trojans, Dardanians, and allies. The vic- 
tory has been with Mcnclaus; therefore give 
back Helen with all her wealth, and pay such 
fine as shall be agreed upon, in testimony 
among them that shall be born hereafter.” 

[ 461 ] Thus spoke the son of Atreus, and 
the Achaeans shouted in applause. 
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"X TOW THE gods were sitting with Jove 
I I in council upon the golden Boor while 
J. 1 Hebe went round pouring out nectar 
for them to drink, and as they pledged one an- 
other in their cups of gold they looked down 
upon the town of Troy. The son of Saturn then 
began to tease Juno, talking at her so as to 
provoke her. ‘^Menelaus,"' said he, '‘has two 
good friends among the goddesses, Juno of Ar- 
gos, and Minerva of Alalcomene, but they only 
sit still and look on, while Venus keeps ever by 
Alexandrus’ side to defend him in any danger; 
indeed she has just rescued him when he made 
sure that it was all over with him— for the vic- 
tory really did lie with Menelaus. We must 
consider what we shall do about all this; shall 
w^c set them fighting anew or make peace be- 
tween them? If you will agree to this last Mcne- 
laus can take back Helen and the city of Priam 
may remain still inhabited,*' 

[20] Minerva and Juno muttered their dis- 
content as they sat side by side hatching mis- 
chief for the Trojans, Minerva scowled at her 
father, for she was in a furious passion with 
him, and said nothing, but Juno could not con- 
tain herself. “Dread son of Saturn,*' said she, 
“what, pray, is the meaning of all this? Is iny 
trouble, then, to go for nothing, and the sweat 
that I have sweated, to say nothing of my horses, 
while getting the people together against Priam 
and his children? Do as you will, but we other 
gods shall not all of us approve your counsel.** 
[3^] Jove was angry ana answered, “My dear, 
what harm have Priam and his sons done you 
that you are so hotly bent on sacking the city 
of Ilius? Will nothing do for you but you must 
go within their walls and eat Priam “taw, with 
his sons and all the other Trojans to bewt? Have 
it your own way then; for I would not have this 
matter become a bone of contention between 
us. I say further, and lay my saying to your 
heart, if ever I want to sack a city belonging to 
friends of yours, you must not try to stop me; 
you will have to let me do it, for I am giving in 
to you sorely against my will. Of all inhabited 
cities under the sun and stars of heaven, there 


was none that I so much rcsj^ected as Ilius with 
Priam and his whole people. Equitable feasts 
w'cre never wanting about my altar, nor the 
savour of burning fat, which is the honour due 
to ourselves.’* 

[Si] ‘'My own three favourite cities,** an- 
swered Juno, “are Argos, Sparta, and Mycenas. 
Sack them whenever you may be displeased 
with them, I shall not defend them and I shall 
not care. Even if I did, and tried to stay you, I 
should take nothing by it, for you are much 
stronger than I am, but 1 will not have my own 
work wasted. I too am a god and of the same 
race with yourself. I am Saturn's eldest daugh- 
ter, and am honourable not (jn this ground only, 
but also because I am your w’ife, and you are 
king over the gods. Let it be a case, then, of 
give-and-take between us, and the rest of the 
gods will follow our lead. Tell Minerva to go 
and take part in the fight at once, and let her 
contrive that the Trojans shall be the first to 
break their oaths and set upon the Achaeans.** 

[68] The sire of gods and men heeded her 
words, and said to Minerva, “Go at once into 
the Trojan and Achaean hosts, and contrive 
that the Trojans shall be the first to break their 
oaths and set upon the Achaeans.” 

[73] This was what Minerva was already 
eager to do, so down .she darted from the top- 
most summits of Olympus. She shot through 
the sky as some brilliant meteor which the son 
of scheming Saturn has sent as a sign to mari- 
ners or to some great army, and a fiery train of 
light follows in its wake. The Trojans and 
Achaeans were struck with awe as they beheld, 
and one would turn to his neighbour, saying, 
“Either wc shall again have wasanddin of com- 
bat, or Jove the lord of battle! will now make 
peace between us.** i 

[ysl Tints did they converse^ Then Minerva 
took the form of Laoclocus, son of Antenor, and 
went through the ranks of the Trojans to find 
Pandanis, the redoubtable son of Lycaon. She 
found him standing among the stalwart heroes 
who had followed him from the banks of the 
-dEi.sopus, so she went close up to him and said, 
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"Brave son of Lvcaon, will you do as I tell you? 
If you dare send an arrow at Menckus you will 
win honour and thanks from all the Trojans, 
and especially from prince Alexandrus—he 
would be the first to requite you very hand- 
somely if he could see Menelaus mount his 
funeral pyre, slain by an arrow from your hand. 
Take your aim then, and pray to Lycian Apollo, 
the famous archer; vow that when you get home 
to your strong city of Zelea you will oft'er a heca- 
tomb of firstling lambs in his honour.'' 

[104] His fool's heart was persuaded, and 
he took his bow from its case. This lx)w was 
made from the horns of a wild ibex which he 
had killed as it was bounding from a rock; he 
had stalked it, and it had fallen as the arrow 
struck it to the heart. Its horns were sixteen 
palms long, and a worker in horn had made 
them into a bow, smoothing them well down, 
and giving them tips of gold. When Pandarus 
had strung his bow he laid it carefully on the 
ground, and his brave followers held their 
shields before hKn. kst the Achaeans should set 
upon him before he had shot Menelaus. Then 
he opened the lid of his quiver and took out a 
winged arrow that had never yet been shot, 
fraught with the pangs of death. He laid the 
arrow on the string and prayed to Lycian Apollo, 
the famous archer, vowing that when he got 
home to his strong city of Zelea he would oiler 
a hecatomb of firstling lambs in his honour. He 
laid the notch of the arrow on the oxhide bow- 
string, and drew both notch and string to his 
breast till the arrow-head was near the bow; 
then when the bow was arched into a half- 
circle he let fly, and the bow twanged, and the 
string sang as the arrow flew gladly on over the 
heads of the throng. 

[i2g] But the blessed gods did not forget 
thee, O Menelaus, and Jove’s daughter, driver 
of the spoil, was the first to stand before thee and 
ward otf the piercing arrow. She turned it from 
his skin as a mother whisks a fly from off her 
child when it is sleeping sweetly; she guided it 
to the part where the golden buckles of the belt 
that passed over his double cuirass were fast- 
ened, so the arrow struck the belt that went 
tightly round him. It went right through this 
and through the cuirass of cunning workman- 
ship; it also pierced the belt beneath it, which 
he wore next his skin to keep out darts or arrows; 
it was this that served him in the best stead, 
nevertheless the arrow went through it and 
grazed the top of the skin, so that blood began 
flowing from the wound. 

[141] As when some woman of Meonia or 


Cana strains purple dye on to a piece of ivory 
that is to be the cheek-piece of a horse, and is to 
be laid up in a treasure-house— many a knight 
is fain to bear it, but the king keeps it as an 
ornament of which both horse and driver may 
be proud— even so, O Menelaus, were your 
shapely thighs and your legs down to your fair 
ancles stained with blood. 

[148] When King Agamemnon saw the blood 
flowing from the wound he was afraid, and so 
was brave Menelaus himself till he saw that 
the barbs of the arrow and the thread that 
bound the arrow-head to the shaft were still 
outside the w’ound. Then he took heart, but 
Agamemnon heaved a deep sigh as he held 
Menclaus's hand in his own, and his comrades 
made moan in concert. "Dear brother,” he cried, 
"I have been the death of you in pledging this 
covenant and letting you come forward as our 
champion. Tire Trojans have trampled on their 
oaths and have wounded you; nevertheless the 
oath, the blood of lambs, the drink offerings, 
and the right hands of fellowship in which we 
have put our trust shall not be vain. If he that 
rules Olympus fulfil it not here and now, he 
will yet fulfil it hereafter, and they shall pay 
dearly with their lives and rvith their wives and 
children, llie day will surely come when 
mighty Ilius shall be laid low, with Priam and 
Priam's people, when the son of Saturn from 
his high throne shall overshadow them with his 
awful aegis in punishment of their present 
treachery. Tin’s shall surely be; but how, Mcne- 
laus, shall I mourn you, if it be your lot now to 
die? I should return to Argos as a by-word, for 
the Achaeans will at once go home. We shall 
leave Priam and the Trojans the glory of still 
keeping Helen, and the earth will rot your hones 
as you lie here at Troy with your purpose not 
fulfilled. Then shall some braggart Trojan leap 
upon your tomb and say, ‘Ever thus may Aga- 
memnon wreak his vengeance; he brought his 
army in vain; he is gone home to his own land 
with empty ships, and has left Menelaus be- 
hind him.' Thus will one of them say, and may 
the earth then swallow me." 

[184] But Menelaus reassured him and said, 
"Take heart, and do not alann the people; the 
arrow has not struck me in a mortal part, for my 
outer belt of burnished metal first stayed it, and 
under this my cuirass and the belt of mail which 
the bronze-smiths made me." 

[iS8] And Agamemnon answered, "I trust, 
dear Menelaus, that it may be even so, but the 
surgeon shall examine your wound and lay 
herbs upon it to relieve your pain.” 
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[ 1937 He then said to Talthybius, ‘Talthy- 
bius, tell Machaon, son to the great physician 
yEsculapius, to come and sec Menclaus imme- 
diately. Some Trojan or Lycian archer has 
wounded him with an arrow to our dismay, and 
to his own great glory." 

[198] Talthybius did as he was told, and 
went about the host tiy-ing to find Machaon. 
Presently he found him standing amid the 
brave warriors who had followed him from 
Tricca; thereon he went up to him and said, 
'‘Son of .^sculapius, King Agamemnon says 
you are to come and see Menelaus immediately. 
Some Trojan or Lycian archer has wounded 
him with an arrow to our dismay and to his own 
great glory.” 

[ 208 7 Thus did he speak, and Machaon was 
moved to go. They passed through the spread- 
ing host of the Achaeans and went on till they 
came to the place w'here Menelaus had been 
wounded and was lying with the chieftains 
gathered in a circle round him. Machaon passed 
into the middle of the ring and at once drew 
the arrow from the belt, bending its barbs back 
through the force with which he pulled it out. 
He undid the burnished belt, and beneath this 
the cuirass and the belt of mail which the 
bronze-smiths had made; then, when he had 
seen the wound, he wiped away the blood and 
applied some soothing drugs which Chiron had 
given to /Esculapius out of the good will he 
bore him. 

[izo] While they were thus busy about 
Menelaus, the Trojans came forward against 
them, for they had put on their armour, and 
now renewed the fight. 

72237 You w'ould not have then found Aga- 
memnon asleep nor cow^ardly and unwilling to 
fight, but eager rather for the fray. He left his 
chariot rich with bronze and his panting steeds 
in charge of Eurymedon, son of Ptolemieus the 
son of Peiraeus, and bade him hold them in 
readiness against the time his limbs should 
weary of going about and giving orders to so 
many, for he went among the ranks on foot. 
When he saw men hasting to the front he stood 
by them and cheered them on. "Argives,” said 
he, "slacken not one whit in your onset; father 
Jove will be no helper of liars; the Trojans have 
been the first to break their oaths and to attack 
us; therefore they shall be devoured of vul- 
tures; we shall take their city and carry off their 
wives and children in our ships.” 

7 240 7 But he angrily rebuked those whom he 
saw shirking and disinclined to fight. "Argives,” 
he cried, "c'owardly miserable creatures, have 


you no shame to stand here like frightened 
fawns who, when they can no longer scud over 
the plain, huddle together, but sliow no fight? 
You are as dazed and spiritless as deer. Would 
you wait till the Trojans reach the sterns of our 
ships as they lie on the shore, to see w^hether 
the son of Saturn will hrjld his hand over you 
to protect vour" 

[z^o] Tlius did he go about giving his orders 
among the ranks. Passing through the crowd, 
he came presently on the Cretans, arming 
round Idomcncus, who was at their head, fierce 
as a wild boar, while Mcriones was bringing up 
the battalions that were in the rear. Agamcm 
non was glad when he saw^ him, and spoke him 
fairly. "Idomencus," said he, "I treat you with 
greater distinction than I do any other of the 
Achecans, whether in war or in other things, or 
at table. When their princes are mixing my 
choicest wine in the mixing- bowls, they have 
each of them a fixed allowance, but your cup is 
kept always full like my ow'n, that you may 
drink whenever you are minded. Go, therefore, 
into battle, and show yourself the man you 
have been always proud to be.” 

72657 Idomeneus answered, "I will be a 
trusty comrade, as I promised you from the first 
I would be. Urge on the other Achicans, that 
we may join battle at once, for the Trojans have 
trampled upon their covenants. Death and de- 
struction shall be theirs, setnTig they have been 
the first to break their oaths and to attack us.” 

[zyz] The son of Atreus went on, glad at 
heart, till he came upon the two Ajaxes arming 
themselves amid a host of foot-soldiers. As when 
a goat-herd from some high post watches a 
storm drive over the deep before the west wind 
—black as pitch is the offing and a mighty whirl- 
wind draws towards him, so that he is afraid 
and drives his flock into a cave,— even thus did 
the ranks of stalwart youths move in a dark 
mass to battle under the Ajaxes, horrid with 
shield and spear. Glad was King Agamemnon 
when he saw them. "No nee^/' he cried, "to 
give orders to such leaders of tl^e Argives as you 
arc, for of your own selves yoi^ spur your men 
on to fight with might and nfain. Would, by 
father Jove, Minerva, and Aptjllo that all were 
so minded as you arc, for thjb city of Priam 
would then soon fall beneath^ our hands, and 
we should sack it.” 

72927 With this he left them and went on- 
ward to Nestor, the facile speaker of the Py- 
lians, who was marshalling his men and urging 
them on, in company with Pelagon, Alastor, 
Chromius, Haemon, and Bias shepherd of his 
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people. He placed his knights with their char- 
iots and horses in the front rank, while the foot- 
soldiers, brave men and many, whom he could 
trust, were in the rear. The cowards he drove 
into the middle, that they might fight whether 
they would or no. He gave his orders to the 
knights first, bidding them hold their horses well 
in hand, so as to avoid confusion. ‘‘Let no man,^" 
he said, "relying on his strength or horseman- 
ship, get before the others and engage singly 
with the I’rojans, nor yet let him lag behind, or 
you will weaken your attack; but let each when 
he meets an enemy's chariot throw his spear 
from his own; this will be nmch the best; this is 
how the men of old took towns and strongholds; 
in this wise were they minded." 

f 3 1 o j 1 hus did the old man chai ge them, for 
he had been in many a fight, and King Aga- 
memnon was glad. “I wish," he said to him, 
"that your limbs were as supple and your 
strength as sure as your judgment is: hut age, 
the common enemy of mankind, has laid his 
hand upon you- v. add that it had fallen upon 
sonu‘ other, and that you were still young." 

[^ly] And INestor, knight of Gerene, an- 
swered, "Son of Atreus, I too would gktdly be 
the man I was when 1 slew mighty Lreuthalion- 
hut the grids will not give us everything at one 
and the same time. I was then young, and now 
I am old; still I can go with my knights and give 
them that counsel which old men have a right 
to give. The wielding of the spear I leave to 
those who are vounger and stronger than my- 
self." 

/326] Agamemnon went his w^ay rejoicing, 
and presently found Meiiesth<nis, son of Peteos, 
tarrying in his place, and with him were the 
xAthenians loud of longue in battle. Near him 
also tarried cunning Lllvsses, with his sturdy 
Cephallenians round him; they had not yet 
heard the battlc crv, for the ranks of Trojans 
and Achjcans had only just begun to move, so 
they were standing still, waiting for some other 
columns of the Aclucans to attack the Trojans 
and begin the fighting. When he saw this Aga- 
memnon reiniked them and said, "Son of Pe- 
tcos, and you other, steeped in cunning, heart 
of guile, why stand you here cowering and wait- 
ing on others:^ You two should he of all men 
foremost when there is hard fighting to be 
xlone, for you are ever foremost to accept my in- 
vitation when we councillors of the Achmans 
are holding feast. You are glad enough then to 
take your fill of roast meats and to drink wine 
as long as you please, whereas now you would 
not care though y^ou saw ten columns of Achae- 


ans engage the enemy in front of you.” 

[349J Ulysses glared at him and answered, 
"Son of Atreus, what are you talking about? 
How can you say that we are slack? When the 
Achfcans arc in full fight with the Trojans, you 
shall sec, if you care to do so, that the father of 
Tclemachus will join battle with the foremost 
of them. You arc talking idly." 

[3567 When Agamemnon saw that Ulysses 
was angry, he smiled pleasantly at him and 
withdrew his words. "Ulysses," said he, "noble 
son of Laertes, excellent in all gcxid counsel, I 
have neither fault to find nor orders to give you, 
for 1 know your heart is right, and that you and 
I are of a mind. Enough; 1 will make you 
amends for what 1 have said, and if any ill has 
now been spoken may the gods bring it to noth- 
ing." 

/364J He then left them and w'cnt on to 
others. Piescntly he saw the son of Tydeus, 
noble Diomed, standing by his chariot and 
horses, with Sthcneliis the son of Capancus be- 
side him; whereon he began to upbraid him. 
"Son of Tydeus," he said, ‘why stand you 
cowering here upon the brink of battle? Tydeus 
did not shrink thus, but was ever ahead of his 
men w’hen leading them on against the toe— so, 
at least, say they that saw^ him in battle, for 1 
never set eyes upon him myself. They .say that 
there was no man like him. He came once to 
Mycenic, not as an enemy but as a guest, in 
company with Polyniees to recant his forces, 
for they were levying war against the strong 
city of Thebes, and prayed our people for a 
body of picked men to help them. 1 he men of 
Mveena? w'crc walling to let them have one, but 
Jove dissuaded them by showing them unfa- 
vourable omens. Tydeus. therefore, and Poly- 
mers went their way. W^hen they had got as 
faras the deep meadovved and rush-grown banks 
of the /Hsopus, the Aclurans sent Tydeus as 
their envoy, and he found the Cadmeans gath- 
ered in great nnml)ers to a ban(|uet in the house 
of Etcocles. Stranger though he wms, he knew 
no fear on finding himself single-handed among 
so many, hut challenged them to contests of all 
kinds, and in each one ol them was at once 
victorious, so mightily did Alinerva help him. 
The Cadmeans vveic incensed at his success, 
and set a force of fifty youths with two captains 
—the godlike hero Miron, son of Hirmon, 
and Polvphontcs, son of Autophonus— at their 
head, to lie in w\ait for him on his return jour- 
ney; hut Tydeus slew e\'ery man of them, save 
only Macon, whom he let go in obedience to 
heaven’s omens. Such was Tydeus of >^:tolia. 



i8 THE 

Hfs son can talk more glibly^ but he cannot 
fight as his father did.” 

[40 1 ] Diomed made no answer, for he was 
shamed by the rebuke of Agamemnon; but the 
son of Capancus took up his words and said, 
'‘Son of Atreus, tell no lies, for you can speak 
truth if you will. We boast ourselves as even 
better men than our fathers; we took seven- 
gated Thebes, though the wall was stronger and 
our men were fewer in number, for we trusted 
in the omens of the gods and in the help of Jove, 
whereas they perished through their own sheer 
follv; hold not, then, our fathers in like honour 
witt us.” 

[411} Diomed looked sternly at him and 
said, "Hold your peace, my friend, as 1 bid you. 
It is not amiss that Agamemnon should urge 
the Achaeans forward, for the glory' will be his 
if we take the city, and his the shame if we are 
vanquished. Therefore let us acquit ourselves 
with valour.” 

[419] As he spoke he sprang from his char- 
iot, and his armour rang so fiercely about his 
body that even a brave man might well have 
been scared to hear it. 

[422 ] As when some mighty wave that thun- 
ders on the beach when the west wind has 
lashed it into fury— it has reared its head afar 
and now comes crashing down on the shore; it 
bows its arching crest high over the jagged 
rocks and spews its salt foam in all directions— 
even so did the serried phalanxes of the Dana- 
ans march steadfastly to battle. The chiefs gave 
orders each to his own people, but the men said 
never a word; no man would think it, for huge 
as the host was, it sc'cmed as though there was 
not a tongue among them, so silent were they 
in their obedience; and as they marched the 
armour about their bodies glistened in the sun. 
But the clamour of the Trojan ranks was as that 
of many thousand ewes that stand waiting to be 
milked in the yards of some rich flockmaster, 
and bleat incessantly in answer to the bleating 
of their lambs; for they had not one speech nor 
language, but their tongues were diverse, and 
they came from many different places. I’hese 
were inspired of Mars, but the others by Mi- 
nerva— and with them came Panic, Rout, and 
Strife whose fury never tires, sister and friend 
of murderous Mars, who, from being at first but 
low in stature, grows till she uprears her head to 
heaven, though her feet arc still on earth. She 
it was that w'ent about among them and Hung 
down discord to the waxing of sorrow with even 
hand between them. 

[446J When they were got together in one 
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place shield clashed with shield and spear with 
spear in the rage of battle. The bossed shields 
beat one upon another, and there was a tramp 
as of a great multitude— death -erv and shout of 
triumph of slain and slayers, and the earth ran 
red w'ith blood. As torrents swollen with rain 
course madly down their deep channels till the 
angry floods meet in some gorge, and tlic shep- 
herd on the hillside hears their roaring from 
afar— even such was the toil and uproar of the 
hosts as they joined in battle. 

[457] First Antilochus slew an armed war- 
rior of the 1 rojans, Echepolus, son of Thalys- 
ius, fighting in the foremost ranks. I le struck 
at the projecting part of his helmet and drove 
the spear into his brow; the point of bronze 
ieiced the bone, and darkness veiled bis eyes; 
cadlong as a tower he fell amid the press of the 
fight, and as he dropped King Elephenor, son 
of Chalcodon and captain of the proud Abantes, 
began dragging him out of reach of the darts 
that were failing around him, in haste to strip 
him of his armour. Rut his purpose was not for 
long; Agenor saw liim haling the l)ody away, 
and smote him in the side with his bronze-shod 
spear— for as he stooped his side was left un- 
protected hy his shield— and thus he perished. 
Then the fight between I’rojans and Acha'ans 
grew furious over Ins body, and they flew upon 
each other like wolves, man anti man crushing 
one upon the other. 

[473] Forthwith Ajax, son of Telamon, slew 
the fair youth Siinoeisiiis, son of Anthemion, 
w'hom his mother bore by the hanks of the Sim- 
ois, as she was coining down from Mt. Ida, where 
she had been with her parents to see their flocks, 
ITierefore he W'as named Simoeisius, hut he 
did not live to pay his parents for his rearing, 
for he was cut olF untimely by the spear of 
mighty Ajax, who struck him in the breast by 
the right nipple as he was coming on among the 
foremost fighters; the spear went right through 
his shoulder, and he fell as a poplar that has 
grown straight and tall in a meai)w by some 
mere, and its top is thick with brafaches. Then 
the wheelw'right lays his axe to its roots that he 
may fashion a felloe for the wli|eel of some 
goodly chariot, and it lies seasoning by the 
waterside. In such wdse did Ajax Jell to earth 
Simoeisius, son of Anthemion. Thereon Anti- 
phus of the gleaming corslet, stm of Priam, 
hurled a spear at Ajax from amid the crowd and 
missed him, but he hit Lcucus, the brave com- 
rade of Ulysses, in the groin, as he w'as dragging 
the body of Simfieisius over to the other side; so 
he fell upon the body and loosed his hold upon 
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it. Ulysses was furious when he saw Leucus 
slain, and strode in full armour through the 
front ranks till he was quite close; then he 
glared round about him and took aim, and the 
Trojans fell back as he did so. Mis dart was not 
sped in vain, for it struck Democoon, the bas- 
tard son of Priam, who had come to him from 
Abydos, where he had charge of his father's 
marcs. Ulysses, infuriated by the death of his 
comrade, hit him with his spear on one temple, 
and the bronze point came through on the other 
side of his forehead. Tliereon darkness veiled 
his eyes, and his armour rang rattling round him 
as he fell heavily to the ground. I lector, and 
they that were in front, then gave ground while 
the Argives raised a shout and drew off the 
dead, pressing further forward as they did so. 
But Apollo looked dowm from Pergamus and 
called aloud to the Trojans, for he was dis- 
pleased. “Trojans," he cried, “rush on the foe, 
and do not let yourselves be thus beaten by the 
Argives. Their skins are not stone nor iron that 
when you hit tnem you do them no harm. More- 
o\'er, Achilles, the son of lovely Thetis, is not 
fighting, but is nursing his anger at the ships." 

/y 147 Thus spoke the mighty god, crying to 
them from the city, while Jove's redoubtable 
daughter, the Trito-horn, >vcnt about among 
the host of the Achxans, and urged them for- 
ward whenever she beheld them slackening. 

[$17] Then fate fell upon Diores, son of 
Amarynccus, for he was struck by a jagged 
stone near the ancle of his right leg. lie that 


hurled it w^as Peiroiis, son of Imbrasus, obtain 
of the Thracians, who had come from yCnus; 
the bones and both the tendons were crushed 
by the pitiless stone. He fell to the ground on 
his back, and in his death throes stretched out 
his hands towards his comrades. But Peiroiis, 
who had wounded him, sprang on him and 
thrust a spear into his belly, so that his bowels 
came gushing out upon the ground, and dark- 
ness veiled his eyes. As he was leaving the body, 
Thoas of Altoha, struck him in the chest near 
the nipple, and the point fixed itself in his 
lungs. Thoas came close up to him, pulled the 
spear out of his chest, and then drawling his 
sword, smote him in the middle of the belly so 
that he died; but he did not strip him of his 
armour, for his Thracian comrades, men who 
wear their hair in a tuft at the top of their 
heads, stood round the body and kept him off 
with their lorig spears for all his great stature 
and valour; so he was driven back. Thus the 
two corpses lay stretched on earth near to 
one another, the one captain of the Thracians 
and the other of the Epeans; and many another 
fell round tlicm. 

[Si9j no man would have made 

light of the fighting if he could have gone about 
among it scatheless and un wounded, with Mi- 
nerv'a leading him by ihc hand, and protecting 
him from the storm of spears and arrows. For 
many Trojans and Achicans on that day lay 
stretched side by side face do wm wards upon the 
earth. 
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T hen Pallas Minen^a put valour into the 
heart of Diomed, son of Tydeus, that he 
might excel all the other Argives* and 
cover himself with glory. She made a stream of 
fire flare from his shield and helmet like the star 
that shines most brilliantly in summer after its 
bath in the waters of Oceanus— even such a fire 
did she kindle upon his head and shoulders as 
she bade him speed into the thickest hurly- 
burly of the fight. 

[(^] Now there was a certain rich and hon- 
ourable man among the Trojans, priest of Vul- 
can, and his name was Dares. He had tw^o sons, 
Phegeus and Idacus, both of them skilled in all 
the arts of v\ar. These two came forward from 
themain body of Trojans, and set upon Diomed, 
he being on foot, while they fought from their 
chariot. When they were close up to one an- 
other, Phegeus took aim fir.st, but his spear went 
over Diomed’s left shoulder w^ithout hitting 
him. Diomed then threw, and his spear sped 
not in vain, for it hit Phegeus on the breast near 
the nipple, and he fell from his chariot. Idaeus 
did not dare to bestride his ])rother s body, but 
sprang from the chariot and took to flight, or he 
would have shared his brother’s fate; whereon 
Vulcan saved him by wrapping him in a cloud 
of darkness, that his old father might not be 
utterly ovcrw'helmed w’ith grief ; but the son of 
Tydeus drove off with the horses, and bade his 
followers take them to the ships. The Trojans 
were scared when they saw the two sons of 
Dares, one of them in flight and the other lying 
dead hy his chariot. Miner\^a, therefore, took 
Mars by the hand and s^iid, ^'Mars, Mars, bane 
of men, bloodstained stormer of cities, inay we 
not now leave the Trojans and Acha^ans to 
fight it out, and see to which of the two Jove 
will vouchsafe the victory? Let us go away, and 
thus avoid his anger. 

[35] So saying, she drew Mars out of the 
battle, and set him dowm upon the steep banks 
of the Scamander. LIpon this the Danaansdrove 
the Trojans back, and each one of their chief- 
tains killed his man. First King Agamemnon 
flung mighty Odius, captain of the Halizoni, 


from his chariot. The spear of Agamemnon 
caught him on the broad of his back, just as he 
was turning in flight; it struck him between the 
shoulders and went right through his chest, and 
his armour rang rattling round him as he fell 
heavily to the ground. 

[4 :^] Then idumcneus killed Plia?sus, son of 
Borus the Meonian, who had come from Varne. 
Mighty Idomeneus spearetl him on the right 
shoulder as he was mounting his chariot, and 
the darkness of death enshrouded him as he fell 
heavily from the car. 

[4HJ The squires of Idomeneus spoiled him 
of his annour, w'hile Mciielaus, son of At reus, 
killed ^Scamand^ius the son of Strophius, a 
mighty huntsman and keen lover of the chase. 
Diana herself had taught him how to kill every 
kind of wild creature that is bred in mountain 
forests, but neither she nor his famed skill in 
archery could now save hinr; 4 or the .spear of 
Mcnelaus struck him in the back as ho was fly- 
ing; it struck him between the shoulders and 
went right through his chest, so tliat he fell 
headlong and his armour rang rattling round 
him. 

[59] Meriones then killed Pliercclus the son 
of Tecton, who was the son of I lennon, a man 
whose hand was skilled in all manner of cun- 
ning workmanship, for Pallas Mincr\M bad 
dearly loved him. He it was that made the 
ships for Alexandnis, which were the beginning 
of all mischief, and brought evil alike both on 
the Trojans and on Alcxandrus himself; for he 
heeded not the decrees of heaVen. Meriones 
overtook him as he was flying, ahd struck him 
on the right buttock. The poin^ of the spear 
went through the hone into th^ bladder, and 
death came upon him as he cricd-aloud and fell 
forward on his knees. ; 

[69] Meges, moreover, slew Peda‘us, son of 
Antenor, who, though he was a bastard, had 
been brought up hy llicano as one of her own 
children, for the love she bore her husband. 
Idi'i son of Phyleus got close up to him and 
drove a sj^ear into the nape of his neck: it went 
under his tongue all among his teeth, so he bit 
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the cold bronze, and fell dead in the dust. 

[y 6 ] And Eur\'pylus, son of Eua'inon, killed 
I lypsenor, the son of noble Dolopion, v^'ho had 
been made priest of the river Scainander, and 
was Honoured among the people as though he 
were a god. liurypylns gave him chase as he was 
Hying before him, smote him with his sword 
upon the arm, and lopped his strong hand from 
off it. The bloody hand fell to the ground, and 
the shades ol death, with fare that no man can 
withstand, came over his eves. 

[85] I’hus furiously did the battle rage be- 
tween them. As for tlie son ol 'Tydeiis, you 
could not say w'hethcr he was more among the 
Achrrans or the Trojans. I le rushed across the 
plain like a winter torrent that has hurst its 
harrier in full flood; no dvkes, no v\alls of fruit- 
ful vineyards can embank it when it is swollen 
w'itli rain from heaven, but in a moment it 
comes tearing onward, and lays many a held 
w’asie that many a strong man’s hand has re- 
claimed— even so were the dense phalanxes of 
ihe Trojans driven in rout hy the son of Tydeus, 
and many though they W'cre, they dared not 
abide his onslaught. 

[95] Now when the son of Tycaon saw 
him scouring the plain and driving the Trojans 
j)cll mell before him, he aimed an arrow and hit 
the front part of his cuirass near the shoulder: 
the arrow w'cnl right through the metal and 
pierced the flesli, so th.it the cuirass wsas coveied 
witli blood. On this the son of Lvcaon shouted 
in triumph, “Knights Trojans, come on; the 
bravest of tlie Ach.ens is wounded, and he w'ill 
not hold out much longer if King Apollo W’as 
indeed with me when I sped from 1 veiahither.^^ 

[ lof')] 'I bus did he vaunt; but bis arrows had 
not killed Oiomed, who withdrew and made 
for the chariot and hoises of Sthcnelus, the son 
of Capancus. “Dear son of Capancus,“ said he, 
“come down from vour chariot, and draw^ the 
arrow out of my shoulder,’* 

[ill] Sthcnelus sprang from his chariot, and 
drew the arrow' from the wound, wlicreon the 
blood came spouting out through the hole that 
had been made in his shirt. Then Diomed 
prayed, saying, “Hear me, daughter of «x‘gis* 
bearing Jove, unweariablc, if over you loved my 
father well and stood hy him in the thick of a 
fight, do the like now by me; grant me to come 
within a spear’s throw' of that man and kill him. 
} le has been too quick for me and has wounded 
me; and now he is boasting that I shall not see 
the light of the sun much longer.” 

[121] Thus he prayed, and Pallas Minerva 
heard him; she made his limbs supple and 


quickened his hands and his feet. Then she 
went close up to him and said, “Fear not, 
Diomed, to do battle with the Trojans, for I 
have set in your heart the spirit of your knightly 
father fydeus. ^Moreover, 1 have withdrawn the 
veil Iroin your c\es, tliat you may know gods 
and men apart. If, then, any other god comes 
here and olfcrs you battle, do not fight him; but 
should j(jve‘s daughter N^enus come, strike her 
with your spear and w'ound her.” 

L V\ hen she had said this Minerva W'ent 
away, and the son of T ydeus again took his 
place among the foremost fighters, three times 
more fierce even than he had been before. He 
was like a lion that some mountain shepherd 
has wounded, but not killed, as be is .springing 
over the w'all of a sheep-yard to attack the 
sheep. T he shepiierd has roused the brute to 
fury but cannot defend his flock, so he takes 
shelter under cover of the huildins'S, uTile the 
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sheep, panic-stricken on being deserted, are 
smothered in heaps one on top of the other, and 
the angry hon leaps out over the sheep vard 
wall. Even thus did Diomed go furiously atout 
among the TTojans. 

[144] He killed Astynous, and Hypeiron 
shepherd of his people, the one with a thrust 
of his spear, which struck him above the nipple, 
the other ^^’ith a sword-cut on the collar bone, 
that severed bis shoulder from his neck and 
back. I le let both of them lie, and went in pur- 
suit of y\bas and Polyidus, sons of the old reader 
of dreams Eurvdamas: they never came back 
for him to natl them any more dreams, for 
mighty Diomed m idc an end of tliem. 1 le then 
gave chase to Xanthus and T boon, the tw'o sons 
of Phecnops, both of them very dear to him, for 
ho w'as nenv worn out w'ith age, and begat no 
more sons to inherit his possessions. But Diomed 
took both their lues and left their father sor- 
rowing bitteilv, for he nevermore saw' them 
come home from b.ittlc alive, and his kinsmen 
divided his w ealth among tliemsclvcs. 

[ I •)()] T hen lie came upon tw'O sons of Priam, 
Echemmon and Chromius, as they w ere both in 
one chariot. He sprang upon them as a lion 
fastens on the neck of some cow^ or heifer when 
the herd is feeding in a coppice. For all their 
vain struggles he flung them both from their 
chariot and stripped the aimour from their 
bodies. Then he gave their horses to his com- 
rades to take thorn back to the ships. 

/j66/ When /Eneas saw him thus making 
ha\oe among the ranks, he wont through the 
fight ;nnid the rain of spears to see if he could 
find Pandarus. When he had found the brave 
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son of Lycaon be said, "Pandarus, where is now 
your bow, your winged arrows, and your re- 
nown as an archer, in respect of which no man 
here can rival you nor is there any in Lycia 
that can beat you? Lift then your hands to Jove 
and send an arrow at this fellow who is going so 
masterfully about, and has done such deadly 
work among the Trojans. He has killed many a 
brave man— unless indeed he is some god who 
is angry with the Trojans about their sacrifices, 
and has set his hand against them in his dis- 
pleasure.'* 

[^79] And the son of Lycaon answered, 
“yEneas, I take him for none other than the son 
of Tydeus. I know him by his shield, the visor 
of his helmet, and by his horses. It is possible 
that he may be a god, but if he is the man I say 
he is, he is not making all this havoc without 
heaven s help, but has some god by his side who 
is shrouded in a cloud of darkness, and who 
turned my arrow aside when it had hit him. I 
have taken aim at him already and hit him on 
the right shoulder; my arrow went through the 
breastpiece of his cuirass; and I made sure I 
should send him hurrying to the world below, 
but it seems that 1 have not killed him. There 
must be a god who is angry with me. Moreover 
I have neither horse nor chariot. In my father’s 
stables there arc eleven excellent chariots, fresh 
from the builder, quite new, with cloths spread 
over them; and by each of them there stand a 
pair of horses, champing barley and rye; my old 
rather Lycaon urged me again and again when 
T was at home and on the point of starting,* to 
take chariots and horses with me that I might 
lead the Trojans in battle, but I would not listen 
to him; it w'ould have been much better if I 
had done so, but I was thinking about the 
horses, which had been used to eat their fill, 
and I was afraid that in such a great gathering 
of men they might be iU-fed, so I left them at 
home and came on foot to llius armed only with 
my bow and arrows. These it seems, are of no 
use, for I have already hit two chieftains, the 
sons of Atreus and of Tydeus, and though I 
drew blood surely enough, I have only made 
them still more furious. I did ill to take my bow 
down from its peg on the day I led my band of 
Trojans to llius in Mector’s service, and if ever I 
get home again to set eyes on my native place, 
my wife, and the greatness of my house, may 
some one cut my head off then and there if I do 
not break the bow and set it on a hot fire— such 
pranks as it plays me.” 

[ziS] /Eneas answered, ‘'Say no more. 
Things will not mend till we two go against this 
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man with chariot and horses and bring him to a 
trial of arms. Mount my chariot, and note how 
cleverly the horses of Tros can speed hither and 
thither over the plain in pursuit or flight. If 
Jove again vouchsafes glory to the son of Ty- 
deus they will carry us sid’ely back to the city. 
Take hold, then, of the whip and reins while I 
stand upon the car to fight, or else do you wait 
this man's onset while I look after the horses.” 

[i2q] “/Eneas,” replied the son of Lycaon, 
“take the reins and drive; if we have to fly be- 
fore the .son of Tydeus the horses will go better 
for their own driver. If they miss the sound of 
your voice when they expect it they may be 
frightened, and refuse to take us out of the 
fight. I'he son of Tydeus will then kill both of 
us and take the horses. Therefore drive them 
yourself and I will be ready for him with my 
spear.” 

[2^9] They then mounted the chariot and 
drove full-speed towards the son of Tydeus. 
Sthenelus, son of Capaneus, saw them coming 
and said to Diomed, “Diomed, son of tydeus, 
man after my own heart, I see two heroes speed- 
ing towards you, both of them men of might— 
the one a skilful archer, Pandarus, son of Ly- 
caon, the other, /Eneas, whose sire is Anchises, 
while his mother is Venus. Mount the chariot 
and let us retreat. Do not, I pray you, press so 
furiously forward, or you may get killed.” 

/25 1 y Diomed looked angrily at him and an- 
swered: “Talk not of flight, for 1 shall not listen 
to you: I am of a race that knows neither flight 
nor fear, and my limbs are as yet unwearied. I 
am in no mind to mount, but will go against 
them even as I am; Pallas Minerva bids me be 
afraid of no man, and even though one of them 
escape, their steeds shall not take both back 
again. I say further, and lay my saying to your 
heart— if Minerva sees fit to vouchsafe me the 
glory of killing both, stay your horses here and 
make the reins fast to the rim of the chariot; 
then be sure you spring upon /Eneas' horses and 
drive them from the Trojan to the Achaean 
ranks. They are of the stock that great Jove gave 
to Tros in payment for his son Ganymede, and 
are the finest that live and move imder the sun. 
King Anchises stole the blood by putting his 
mares to them without Laomedorss loiowledgc, 
and they bore him six foals. Four i^rc still in his 
stables, but he gave the other t\^o to /Eneas. 
We shall win great glory if we can take them.” 

^2747 Thus did they converse, but the other 
two had now driven close up to them, and the 
son of Lycaon spoke first. “Great and mighty 
son,” said he, noble Tydeus, my arrow 
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failed to lay you low, so I will now try with my 
spear/' 

[280] He poised his spear as he spoke and 
hurled it from him. It struck the shield of the 
son of Tydeus; the bronze point pierced it and 
passed on till it reached the breastplate. Thereon 
the son of Lycaon shouted out and said, "You 
are hit clean through the belly; you will not 
stand out for long, and the glory of the fight is 
mine." 

[ 286] But Diomed all undismayed made an- 
swer, "You have missed, not hit, and before you 
two sec the end of this matter one or other of 
vou shall glut touglvshieldcd Mars with his 
tlood.” 

[igo ] With this he hurled his spear, and Mi- 
nerva guided it on to Pandarus’s nose near the 
eye. It went crashing in among his white teeth; 
the bronze point cut through the root of his 
tongue, coming out under his chin, and his 
glistening armour rang rattling round him as he 
fell heavily to the ground. 1 he horses started 
aside for fear, and he was reft of life and 
strength. 

[zgy] /Eneas sprang from his chariot armed 
with shield and spear, fearing lest the Achaeans 
should carry off the body. lie bestrode it as a 
lion in the pride of strength, with shield and 
spear before him and a cry of battle on his lips 
—resolute to kill the first that should dare face 
him. But the son of Tydeus caught up a mighty 
stone, so huge and great that as men now are it 
would take two to lift it; nevertheless he bore it 
aloft with case unaided, and with this he struck 
/Eneas on the groin where the hip turns in the 
joint that is called the “cup-bone." 1 he stone 
crushed this joint, and broke both the sinews, 
while its jagged edges tore away all the flesh. 
The hero fell on his knees, and propped himself 
w'ith his hand resting on the ground till the 
darkness of night fell ujx)n his eyes. And now 
/Eneas, king of men, w’ould have perished then 
and there, had not his mother, Jove's daughter 
Venus, who had conceived him by Anchises 
when he was herding cattle, been quick to 
mark, and thrown her two white arms about the 
body of her dear son. She protected him by 
covering him with a fold of her own fair gar- 
ment, lest some Da naan should drive a spear 
into his breast and kill him. 

[31S] Thus, then, did she bear her dear son 
out of the fight. But the son of Capancus was 
not unmindful of the orders that Diomed had 
given him. He niadfe his own horses fast, away 
from the hurly-burly, by binding the reins to 
the rim of the chariot. Then he sprang upon 


/Eneas's horses and drove them from the Trojan 
to the Achaean ranks. When he had so done he 
gave them over to his chosen comrade Dcipylus, 
whom he valued above all others as the one 
who was most like-minded with himself, to take 
them on to the ships. He then remounted his 
own chariot, seized the reins, and drove with 
all speed in search of the son of Tydeus. 

/3 307 Now the son of Tydeus was in pursuit 
of the Cyprian goddess, spear in hand, for he 
knew her to be feeble and not one of those god- 
desses that can lord it among men in battle like 
Minerva or Enyo the waster of cities, and when 
at last after a long chase he caught her up, he 
flew at her and thrust his spear into the flesh of 
her delicate hand. The point tore through the 
ambrosial robe which the Graces had woven for 
her, and pierced the skin between her wrist and 
the palm of her hand, so that the immortal 
blood, or ichor, that flows in the veins of the 
blessed gods, came pouring from the wound; 
for the gods do not eat bread nor drink wine, 
hence they have no blood such as ours, and are 
immortal. Venus screamed aloud, and let her 
son fall, but Phajbus Apollo caught him in his 
arms, and hid him in a cloud of darkness, lest 
some Danaan should drive a spear into his 
breast and kill him; and Diomed shouted out as 
he left her, “Daughter of Jove, leave war and 
battle alone, can you not be contented with be- 
guiling silly women? If you meddle with fight- 
ing you will get what will make you shudder 
at the very name of war." 

[35^] Tht-' goddess went dazed and discom- 
fited away, and Iris, fleet as the wind, drew her 
from the throng, in pain and with her fair skin 
all besmirched. She found fierce Mars waiting 
on the left of the battle, with his spear and his 
two fleet steeds resting on a cloud; whereon she 
fell on her knees before her brother and im- 
plored him to let her have his horses. “Dear 
brother," she cried, “save me, and give me your 
horses to take me to OKinpus where the gods 
dwell. I am badly w^ounded by a mortal, the son 
of I'ydeus, who would now fight even with 
father Jove." 

/ 363 / llius she spoke, and Mars gave her his 
gold-bedizened steeds. She mounted the chariot 
sick and sorr)^ at heart, while Iris sat beside her 
and took the reins in her hand. She lashed her 
horses on and they flew forward nothing loth, 
till in a trice they w^ere at high Olympus, where 
the gods have their dwelling. There she stayed 
them, unloosed them from the chariot, and gave 
them their ambrosial forage; but Venus flung 
herself on to the lap of her mother Dione, who 
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threw her arms about her and caressed her. say- 
ing, Which of the heavenly beings has been 
treating you in this way, as though you had 
been doing something wrong in the face of 
dav?" 

/ 3757 And laughter-loving Venus answered, 
**Proud Dionied, the son of Tydeus, wounded 
me because I was bearing my dear son /tineas, 
whom I love best of all mankind, out of the 
fight. The war is no longer one between Trojans 
and Achaeans, for the Danaans have now taken 
to fighting with the immortals.” 

[^Si] “Bear it, my child,” replied Dione, 
“and make the best of it. We dwellers in Olym- 
pus have to put up with much at the hands of 
men, and we lay much sufiering on one another. 
Mars had to suffer when Otus and Ephialtes, 
children of Alocus, bound him in cmel bonds, 
so that he lay thirteen months imprisoned in a 
vessel of bronze. Mars would have then perished 
had not fair Eeriboea, stepmother to the sons 
of Aloeus, told Mercury, who stoic liim away 
when he was already well-nigh worn out by the 
severity of his bondage. Juno, again, sulFered 
when the mighty son of Amphitryon wounded 
her on the right breast with a threc-barbed ar- 
rows and nothing could assuage her pain. So, 
also, did huge Hades, when this same man, the 
son of icgis-bearing Jove, hit him with an arrow 
even at the gales of hell, and hurt him badly. 
Thereon Hades went to the house of Jove on 
great Olympus, angry and full of pain; and the 
arrow' in his brawny shoulder caused him great 
anguish till Paeeon healed him by spreading 
S(X)thing herbs on the wound, for Hades w’as 
not of mortal mould. Daring, head strong, evil- 
doer w'ho recked not of his sin in shooting the 
gods that dwell in Olympus. And now Miner\'a 
has egged this son of Tydeus on against your- 
self, fool that he is for not reflecting that no 
man w'ho fights w'ith gods will live long or hear 
his children prattling a]x)ut his knees when he 
returns from battle. Let, then, the son of Ty- 
deus see that he does not have to fight w'itli one 
who is stronger than you are. Then shall his 
brave wrife /Egialcia, daughter of Adrestus, 
rouse her whole house from sleep, wailing for 
the loss of her wedded lord, Diomed the bravest 
of the Achai^ans.” 

[416] So saying, she wiped the ichor from 
the wrist of her daughter with both hands, 
whereon the pain left her, and her hand was 
healed. But Minerva and Juno, who were look- 
ing on, began to taunt Jove with their mocking 
talk, and Minerv'a was first to speak. “Father 
Jove,” said she, “do not be angry with me, but 
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I think the Cyprian must have been persuading 
some one of the Achtean women to go with the 
Trojans of whom she is so very fond, and while 
caressing one or other of them she must have 
tom her delicate hand with the gold pin of the 
woman’s brooch.” 

74267 T he sire of gods and men smiled, and 
called golden Venus to his side. “My child,” 
said he, “it has not been given you to be a war- 
rior. Attend, henceforth, to your own delightful 
matrimonial duties, and leave all this fighting 
to Mars and to Minerva.” 

[ 4 ^ 1 ] Thus did they converse. But Diomed 
sprang upon /Eneas, though he knew him to be 
in the very arms of Apollo. Not one whit did he 
fear the mighty god, so set was he on killing 
/Eneas and stripping him of his armour. Thrice 
did he spring forward with might and main to 
slay him, and thrice did Apollo beat back his 
gleaming shield. When he was coming on for 
the fourth time, as though he w'cre a god, Apollo 
shouted to him w'itb an awful voice and said, 
“Take heed, son of Tydeus, and draw off, think 
not to match yourself against gods, for men that 
walk the earth cannot hold their own with the 
immortals.” 

74437 The son of Tydeus then gave way for 
a little space, to avoid the anger of the god, 
while Apollo took /Eneas out of the crow d and 
set him in sacred Pergamus, where his temple 
stood. There, within the mighty sanctuary, 
Lalona and Diana healed hirn and made him 
glorious to behold, while /\pollo of the silver 
bow fashioned a w raith in the likeness of /Ene- 
as, and armed as he was. Round this the "Trojans 
and Achaeans hacked at the bucklers about one 
another’s breasts, hewing each othcTs round 
shields and light hide-covered targets. Then 
Pifoebus Apollo said to Mars, “Mars, Mars, 
banc of men, blood-stained storrner of cities, 
can you not go to this man, the son of Tvdeus, 
w'ho would now fight even with father Jove, 
and draw him out of the battle? lie first went 
up to the Cyprian and wounded her in the hand 
ncai her wrist, and afterwards sprang upon me 
loo, as though he were a god.” ^ 

[460] He then took his seat ion the top of 
Pergamus, while murderous Mj^s went about 
among the ranks of the Trojans, ^hccring them 
on, in the likeness of fleet Aeamfis chief of the 
Thracians. “Sons of Priam,” said he, “how long 
will you let your people he thus slaughtered by 
the Achaeans? Would you w^ait till they are at 
the walls of Troy? /Eneas the son of Anchises 
has fallen, he whom wc held in as high honour 
as Hector himself. Help me, then, to rescue our 
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brave a^mrade from the stress of tlie fight/* 

[ 470 ] With these words he put heart and 
soul into them all. Then Sarpedon rebuked 
Hector very sternly. lector/’ said he, “where 
is your prowess now? You used to say that 
though you had neither petjple nor allies you 
could hold the town alone with your brothers 
and brothers-in-law. I see not one of them here; 
they cower as hounds before a lion; it is we, 
your allies, who bear the brunt of the battle. 
J have come from afar, even from Lycia and the 
banks of the river Xanthus, w'here I have left 
my wife, my infant son, and much wealth to 
tempt whoever is needy; nevertheless, I head 
my Lycian soldiers and stand my ground against 
any who would fight me though I have nothing 
here for the Achicans to plunder, w'hile you 
look on, without even bidding your men stand 
firm in defence of their wives. See that you fall 
not into the hands of vour foes as men caught in 
the meshes of a net, and they sack your fair city 
forthwith. Keep this before your mind night 
and day, and beseech the captains of your allies 
to hold on without flinching, and thus put away 
their reproaches from you.” 

1 40 ^] spokeSaipedon.and I lector smarted 
under his W'ords. 1 Ic sprang from his chariot 
clad in his suit of arnanir, and went about 
among the host brandishing his two spears, ex- 
horting the men to fight and raising the terrible 
cry of battle. I hen they rallied and again faced 
the Aclucans, but the Argives stood compact 
and firm, and \^'cre not driven back. As the 
hrec/es sport with the chafi upon some goodly 
threshing floor, w'hen men are winnowing— 
while vcllow Ceres blows with the n ind to sift 
the chaff from the giain, and the chall heaps 
grow whiter and w^iiler— even so did the Achac- 
ans whiten in the dust w'hieh the horses hoftfs 
raised to the firmament of heaven, as their 
drivers turned them back to battle, and they 
bore dow’n with might upon the foe. I icrce 
Mars, to help the Trojans, covered them in a 
veil of darkness, and went about evcryw’here 
among them, inasmiieh as Pheehus Apollo had 
told him that when he saw’ Pallas Miner\'a 
leave the fray he was to put courage into the 
hearts of the Trojans— lor it was she who was 
helping the Danaans. I hen Apollo sent Ameas 
forth from his rich sanctuary, and filled his 
heart with valour, whereon he took his place 
among his comiades, who w'erc overjoyed at 
seeing him alive, sound, and ol a good courage; 
but they could not ask him how it had all hap- 
pened, for they were too busy with the turmoil 
raised by Mars and by Strife, w»ho raged insati- 


ably in their midst. 

[ 52 . 0 ] The tw'o Ajaxes, Ulysses and Diomed, 
cheered the Danaans on, fearless of the fury 
and onset of the Trojans. Tlicy stood as still 
as clouds which the son of Saturn has spread 
upon the mountain tops when there is no air 
and fierce Boreas sleeps wnth the other boister- 
ous winds whose shrill blasts scatter the clouds 
in all dircctions—even so did the Danaans stand 
firm and unflinching against the Trojans. The 
son of Atreus w’cnt about among them and ex- 
horted them. “My friends,** said he, “quit your- 
selves like brave men, and shun dishonour in 
one another’s eyes amid the stress of battle. 
They that shun dishonour more often li\e than 
get killed, but they that fly save neither life nor 
name.** 

/533/ As he spoke he hurled his spear and 
hit one of those who w'crc in the front rank, the 
comrade of yHneas, Dcicoon son of Pergasus, 
whom the Trojans held in no less honour than 
the sons ol Priam, for he w’as ever quick to 
place himself among the foremost. The spear of 
King Agamemnon struck his shield and went 
light through it, for the shield stayed it not. It 
drove through his belt into the lower part of his 
belly, and liis armour rang rattling round him 
as he fell heavily to the ground. 

f $4 j] i hen A ncas killed two champions of 
the Danaans, Crethon and Orsilochus. Their 
father was a rich man who lived in the strong 
city of PhtTc and was descended from the river 
Alpheus, w'hose broad stream flows through the 
land of the Pvlians. 1 he river begat Orsilochus. 
w ho ruled o\ cr much people and was father to 
Diodes, w ho in his turn begat tw’in sons, Cre- 
thon and Orsilochus, w^ell skilled in all the arts 
of w’ar. 1 hese, when they grew up, went to 
Ilius with the Argivc fleet in the cause of 
Mcnclaus and Agamemnon sons of Atreus, and 
there thc)' both ol them fell. As two lions w'hom 
their dam has reared in the depths of some 
mountain forest to plunder homesteads and 
carrv oil sheep end cattle till they get killed bv 
the hand of man, so w^rc these two \ anquished 
by /Eneas, and iell like high pine trees to the 
ground. 

l$ 6 i] Brave Mcnclaus pitied them in their 
^ 11, and made his w’ay to the front, clad in 
gleaming bronze and brandishing his spear, for 
Klars egged him on to do so with intent that he 
should be killed by ^Encas; hut Antilochus the 
son of Nestor saw’ him and sprang forward, 
fearing that the king might come to harm and 
thus bring all their labour to nothing; when, 
thereiore AIncas and Mcnclaus were setting 
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their bands and spears against one another 
eager to do battle^ Antilochus placed himself by 
the side of Menelaus. /Eneas, bold though he 
was, drew back on seeing the tv\’o heroes side 
by side in front of him, so they drew the bodies 
of Crethon and Orsilochus to the ranks of the 
Achaeans and committed the two poor fellows 
into the hands of their comrades. They then 
turned back and fought in the front ranks. 

[5767 They killed Pylaemenes peer of Mars, 
leader of the Paphlagonian warriors. Mcnelaus 
struck him on the collar-bone, as he was stand- 
ing on his chariot, while Antilochus hit his 
charioteer and sejuire Mydon, the son of Atym- 
nius, who was turning his horses in flight. He 
hit him with a stone upon the elbow, and the 
reins, enriched with white ivory, fell from his 
hands into the dust. Antilochus rushed towards 
him and struck him on the temples with his 
sword, whereon he fell head first from the char- 
iot to the ground. There he stood for a while 
with his head and shoulders buried deep in the 
dusl—for he had fallen on sandy soil— till his 
horses kicked him and laid him flat on the 
ground, as Antilochus lashed them and drove 
them off to the host of the Achaeans. 

[590] But Hector marked them from across 
the ranks, and w'ith a loud cry nished towards 
them, followed by the strong battalions of the 
Trojans. Mars and dread Enyo led them on, she 
fraught with ruthless turmoil of battle, while 
Mars wielded a monstrous spear, and went 
about, now in front of Hector and now behind 
him, 

[596] Diomed shook with passion as he saw 
them. As a man crossing a wide plain is dis- 
mayed to find himself on the brink of some 
great river rolling swiftly to the sea— he sees its 
boiling waters and starts back in fear— even so 
did the son of Tydeus give ground. I hen he 
said to his men, "My friends, how can we won- 
der that Hector wields the spear so well? Some 
god is ever by his side to protect him, and now 
hlars is with him in the likeness of mortal man. 
Keep your faces therefore towards the Trojans, 
but give ground backwards, for wc dare not 
fight with gods." 

[ 607] As he spoke the Trojans drew close up, 
and Hector killed two men, Ixith in one chariot, 
Menesthes and Anchialus, heroes w'cll versed 
in war. Ajax son of Telamon pitied them in 
their fall; he came clo,se up and hurled his spear, 
hitting Amphius the son of Sclagus, a man of 
great wealth who lived in Paesus and owned 
much corn-growing land, but his lot had led 
him to come to the aid of Priam and his sons. 
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Ajax struck him in the belt; the spear pierced' 
the lower part of his belly, and he fell heavily 
to the ground. Then Ajax ran towards him to 
strip him of his armour, but the Trojans rained 
spears upon him, many of which fell upon his 
shield. He planted his heel upon the body and 
drew out his spear, but the darts pressed so 
heavily upon him that he could not strip the 
goodly annoiir from his shoulders. The Frojan 
chieftains, moreover, many and valiant, came 
about him with their spears, so that he dared 
not stay; great, brave and valiant though he 
was, they drove him from them and he was 
beaten back. 

[626] Thus, then, did the battle rage be- 
tween them. Presently the strong hand of fate 
impelled Tlepolemus, the son of Hercules, a 
man both brave and of groat stature, to fight 
Sarpedon; so the two, son and grandson of great 
Jove, drew near to one another, and 1 lepolemus 
spoke first. "Sarpedon," said he, "councillor of 
the Lycians, why should you come skulking 
here— you who arc a man of peace? I hey lie 
who call you son of tegis- bearing Jove, for you 
are little like those who were of old his elnl- 
dren. Far other w^as Hercules, my ow’n brave 
and lion-hearted father, who came here for the 
horses of Laomedon, and though he had six 
ships only, and few men to follow him, sacked 
the city of Ihus and made a wilderness of her 
highways. You arc a coward, and your people 
arc falling from you. For all VGur strengti ., and 
all your coming from Lycia, you will be no 
help to tbe Trojans but will pass the gates of 
Hades vanquished bv my hand." 

f 647] And Sarpedon, captain of the Lycians, 
answered, "7 lepolemus, your f.ithcr overthrew 
Ilius by reason of Laomedon s folly in refusing 
payment to one who had served him well. He 
would not give yooi father the horses which 
he had come so far to fetch. y\s for yourself, you 
shall meet death by my spear. You shall yield 
glory to myself, and your soul to I lades of the 
noble steeds." 

[6s 5] Thus spoke Sarpedon,. and Tlepole* 
mus upraised his spear. Tlieyrihrew at the 
same moment, and Sarpedon stick his foe in 
the middle of his throat; the spear went right 
through, and the darkness of death fell upon 
his eyes. 7 'lepolcmus s spear stJ|ick Saq?edon 
on the left thigh with such forfe that it tore 
through the flesh and grazed the hone, but his 
father as yet warded off destruction from him. 

[66^] His comrades bore Saq^edon out of 
the fight, in great pain by the weight of the 
spear that was dragging from his wound. They 
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were in such haste and stress as they bore him 
that no one thought of drawing the spear from 
his thigh so as to let him walk uprightly. Mean- 
while the Achseans carried off the body of 
Tlepolemus, whereon Ulysses was moved to 
pity, and panted for the fray as he beheld them. 
He doubted whether to pursue the son of Jove, 
or to make slaughter of the Lycian rank and 
file; it was not decreed, however, that he should 
slay the son of Jove; Minerva, therefore, turned 
him against the main body of the Lycians. He 
killed Coeranus, Alastor, Chromius, Alcandrus, 
Halius, Nocraon, and Prytanis, and would have 
slain yet more, had not great Hector marked 
him, and sped to the front of the fight clad in 
his suit of mail, filling the Danaans with terror. 
Sarpedon was glad when he saw him coming, 
and besought him, saying, ''Son of Priam, let 
me not lie liere to fall into the hands of the 
Danaans. I Iclp me, and since I may not return 
home to gladden the hearts of my wife and of 
my infant son, let me die within the walls of 
your city.” 

[68q] Hector I'vide him no answer, but 
rushed onward to fall at once upon the Acha*- 
ans and kill many among them. His comrades 
then bore Saipedon away and laid him beneath 
Jove’s spreading oak tree. Pelagon his friend 
and comrade drew the spear out of his thigh, 
hut Sarpedon fainted and a mist came over his 
eyes. Presently he came to himself again, for 
the breath of the north wind as it played upon 
him gave him new life, and brought him out 
of the deep sw'oon into which he had fallen. 

[6grj] Meanwhile the Argives were neither 
driven towards their ships by Mars and Hector, 
nor yet did they attack them; when they knew 
that Mars was with the Trojans they retreated, 
but kept their faces still turned towards the foe. 
Who, then, was first and who last to be slain 
by Mars and Hector? They were valiant Ten- 
th ras, and Orestes the renowmed charioteer, 
Trechus the /Etolian warrior, Oinomaus, Hel- 
enus the son of CEnops, and Oresbius of the 
gleaming girdle, who was possessed of great 
wealth, and dw'elt by tlie Cephisian lake with 
the other Boeotians who lived near him, owners 
of a fertile country. 

[711] Now when the goddess Juno saw the 
Argives thus falling, she said to Minerva, “Alas, 
daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, unw^eariable, the 
promise we made Menelaus that he should not 
return till he had sacked the city of Ilius will be 
of none effect if we let Marsrage tlius furiously. 
Let us go into the fray at once.” 

[719J Minerva did not gainsay her. Thereon 


die august goddess, daughter of great Saturn, 
began to harness her gold-bedizened steeds. 
Hebe with all speed fitted on the eight-spoked 
wheels of bronze that were on cither side of the 
iron axle-tree. The felloes of the wheels were of 
gold, imperishable, and over these there was a 
tire of bronze, wondrous to behold. Tlie naves 
of the wheels were silver, turning round the 
axle upon cither side. The car itself was made 
with plaited bands of gold and silver, and it had 
a double top-rail running all round it. From the 
body of the car there went a pole of silver, on to 
the end of which she bound the golden yoke, 
with the bands of gold that were to go under 
the necks of the horses. Then Juno put her 
steeds under the yoke, eager for battle and the 
war-cry. 

^733] Meanwhile Minerva flung her richly 
embroidered vesture, made with her own hands, 
on to her father’s threshold, and donned the 
shirt of Jove, anning herself for battle. She 
threw her tasselled aegis about her shoulders, 
wreathed round with Rout as with a fringe, 
and on it were Strife, and Strength, and Panic 
whose blood nins cold; moreover there was the 
head of the dread monster Gorgon, grim and 
awful to behold, portent of ajgis-bearing Jove. 
On her head she .set her helmet of gold, with 
four plumes, and coming to a peak both in front 
and behind— decked w'ith the emblems of a 
hundred cities; then she stepped into her flam- 
ing chariot and grasped the spear, so stout and 
sturdy and strong, with which she quells the 
ranks of heroes who have displeased her. Juno 
lashed the horses on, and the gates of heaven 
bellowed as they flew open of their own accord 
—gates over which the I lours preside, in whose 
hands are Heaven and Olympus, either to open 
the dense cloud that hides them, or to close it. 
Through these the goddesses drove their obe- 
dient steeds, and found the son of Saturn sitting 
all alone on the topmost ridges of 01)’mpus. 
1 here Juno stayed her horses, and spoke to 
Jove the son of Saturn, lord of all. “Father 
Jove,” .said she, “are you not angry with Mars 
for these high doings? See how great and goodly 
a host of the Achaeans he has destroyed to my 
great grief, and without either right or reason, 
W'hile the Cyprian and Apollo are enjoying it 
all at their case and setting this unrighteous 
madman on to do further mischief. I hope, 
Father Jove, that you will not he angry if I 
hit Mars hard, and chase him out of the battle.” 

[764] And Jove answered, “Set Minerva on 
to him, for she punishes him more often than 
any one else does.” 
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[ 7 ^ 7 ] Juno did as he had said. She lashed 
her horses, and they flew forward nothing loth 
midway betwixt earth and sky* As far as a man 
can see when he looks out upon the sea from 
some high beacon, so far can the loud-neighing 
horses of the gods spring at a single bound. 
When they reached Troy and the place where 
its two flowing streams Siinois and Scamander 
meet, there Juno stayed them and tix^k them 
from the chariot. She hid them in a thick cloud, 
and Simois made ambrosia spring up for them 
to eat; the two goddesses then went on, flying 
like turtledoves in their eagerness to help the 
Argives. When they came to the part where the 
bravest and most in number were gathered 
about mighty Diomed, fighting like lions or 
wild boars of great strength and endurance, 
there Juno stood still and raised a shout like 
that of brazen-voiced Stentor, whose ciy was as 
loud as that of fifty men together. “Argives,'* 
she cried; “shame on you, cowardly creatures, 
brave in semblance only; as long as Achilles was 
fighting, his spear was so deadly that the Tro- 
jans dared not show thenisehes outside the 
Dardanian gates, hut now they sally far from 
the city and fight even at your ships." 

[ 792 ] With these words she put heart and 
soul into them all, w'hile Mincr\'a sprang to the 
side of the son of 'Fydeus, whom she found near 
his chariot and horses, cooling the wound that 
Pandarus had given him. For the sweat caused 
by the band that bore the weight of his shield 
irritated the hurt: his arm >vas w'eary with pain, 
and he was lifting up the strap to wupe a^ay 
the blood. The goddess laid her h<md on the 
yoke of his horses and said, “The son of Tydeus 
is not such another as his father. Tydeus w'as a 
little man, but he could fight, and rushed madly 
into the fray even when I told him not to do so. 
When he went all unattended as envoy to the 
city of Thebes among the Cadincans, I bade 
him feast in their houses and l>e at peace; hut 
with that high spirit which was ever present 
with him, he challenged the youth of the Cad- 
means, and at once beat them in all that he 
attempted, so mightily did I help him. 1 stand 
by you too to protect you, and 1 bid you be in- 
stant in fighting the Trojans; but cither you are 
tired out, or you are afraid and out of heart, 
and in that case 1 sav that you are no tme son 
of Tydeus the son o[*^QBneus." 

[ 814 ] Diomed answered, “I know you, god- 
dess, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, and will 
hide nothing from you. 1 am not afraid nor out 
of heart, nor is there any slackness in me. I am 
only following your own instructions; you told 


roe not to fight any of the blessed gods; but if 
Jove's daughter Venus came into battle 1 was 
to wound her with my spear. Therefore I am 
retreating, and bidding the other Argives gather 
in this place, for I know that Mars is now lord- 
ing it in the field." 

“Diomed, son of Tydeus," replied Minerva, 
“man after my own heart, fear neither Mars 
nor any other of the immortals, for I will be- 
friend you. Nay, drive straight at Mars, and 
smite him in close combat; fear not this raging 
madman, villain incarnate, first on one side and 
then on the other. But now he was holding talk 
with Juno and myself, saying he would help 
the Argives and attack the Trojans; neverthe- 
less he is with the Trojans, and has forgotten 
the Argives." 

With this she caught hold of Sthene- 
lus and lifted him ofl the chariot on to the 
ground. In a second he was on the ground, 
whereupon the goddess mounted the car and 
placed hcrscK by the sidcof Diomed. I he oaken 
axle groaned aloud under the burden of the 
awful goddess and the hero; Pallas Minerva 
took the whip and reins, and drove straight at 
Mars. I Ic was in the act of J^Jnpping huge Peri- 
phas, son of Ochesius and bravest of tlie /Hto- 
lians. Bloody Mars v\as stripping him of his 
armour, and Minerva donned the lielmet of 
Hades, that he might not see her; when, there- 
fore, he saw Diomed, he made straight for him 
and let Periphas lie where he had fallen. As 
soon as they were at close quarters he let fly 
with his bronze spear over the reins and yoke, 
thinking to take Diomed’s life, but Minerv^a 
caught the spear in her hand and made it fly 
hamilessly over the chariot. Diomed then threw, 
and Pallas Minerva drove the spear into the pit 
of Mars’s stomach where his under girdle went 
round him. d here Diomed wounded him, tear- 
ing his fair flesh and then drawing his spear out 
again. Mars roared as loudly as nine or ten 
thousand men in the thick of a fight, and the 
Acha^ans and T rojans were struck with panic, 
so terrible was the cry he raised. ; 

[ 864 ] As a dark cloud in the .sky when it 
comes on to blow after heat, even did Diomed 
son of Fydeiis see Mars ascend i^to the broad 
heavens. With all speed he rcachcfl high Olym- 
pus, home of the gods, and in jjeat pain sat 
down beside Jove the son of Saturn. I Ic showed 
Jove the immortal blood that was flowing from 
his wound, and spoke piteously, saying, “Father 
Jove, arc you not angered by such doings^ Wc 
gods arc continually suffering in the most cruel 
manner at one another's hands while helping 
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mortals; and we all owe you a grudge for having 
begotten that mad termagant of a daughter, 
who is always committing outrage of some kind. 
We other gods must all do as you bid us, but 
her you neither scold nor punish; you encour- 
age her because the pestilent creature is your 
daughter. Sec how she has been inciting proud 
Diomed to vent his rage on the immortal gods. 
First he went up to the Cyprian and wounded 
her in the hand near her wrist, and then he 
sprang upon me too as though he were a god. 
Had 1 not run for it I must cither have lain 
there for long enough in torments among the 
ghastly coqiscs, or have been beaten alive with 
spears till 1 had no more strength left in me.*' 
[HHS] Jove looked .ingrily at him and said, 
not come whining here, Sir Facing-both- 
vvavs. I hate you worst oi all the gods in Olym- 
pus, for you are ever figliting and making mis- 
clnef. You have the intolerable and stublxjrn 
spirit of your mother Juno: it is all 1 can do to 


manage her, and it is her doing that you are 
now in this plight: still, I cannot let you remain 
longer in such great pain; you are my own off- 
spring, and it was by me that your mother con- 
ceived you, if, however, you had been the son 
of any other god, you arc so destructive that by 
this time you should have been lying lower 
than the Titans.^* 

ISgg] He then bade Paceon heal himi 
whereon PrCeon spread pain-killing herbs upon 
his wound and cured him. for he was not of 
mortal mould. As the juice of the fig-tree curdles 
milk, and thickens it in a moment though it is 
liquid, even so instantly did Pxeon cure fierce 
Mars. I hen I lebe washed him, and clothed him 
in goodly raiment, and he took his seat by his 
father Jove all glorious to behold. 

[907] But Juno of Argos and Minerva of 
Alalcomenc, now that they had put a stop to 
the murderous doings of Mars, went back again 
to the house H Jove. 
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T I IE fight between Trojans and Achaeans 
was now left to rage as it would, and the 
tide of war surged hither and thither 
over the plain as they aimed their bronze-shod 
spears at one another between the streams of 
Simois and Xanthus. 

[^] First, Ajax son of Telamon, tower of 
strength to die Achaeans, broke a phalanx of 
the Trojans, and came to the assistance of his 
comrades by killing Acamas son of Eussoms, 
the best man among the Thracians, being both 
brave and of great stature. The spear struck 
the projecting peak of his helmet: its bronze 
point then went through his forehead into the 
brain, and darkness veiled his eyes. 

[iz] Then Diomed killed Axylus son of 
Teuthranus, a rich man who lived in the strong 
city of Arisbe, and was beloved by all men; for 
he had a house by the roadside, and entertained 
every one who passed; ho^vbcit not one of his 
guests stood before him to save his life, and 
Diomed killed both him and his squire Cale- 
sius, who was then his charioteer— so the pair 
passed beneath the earth, 

[20] Euryalus killed Dresus and Opheltius, 
and then went in pursuit of /Esepus and Peda- 
sus, whom the naiad nymph Abarbarea had 
borne to noble Bucolion. Bucolion was eldest 
son to Laomedon, but he was a bastard. WTiile 
tending his sheep he had converse with the 
nymph, and she conceived twin sons; these the 
son of Mecisteus now slew, and he stripped the 
armour from their shoulders. Polypoetes then 
killed Astyalus, Ulysses Pidytes of Percote, and 
Teucer Aretaon. Ablerus fell by the spear of 
Nestor's son Antilochus, and Agamemnon, king 
of men, killed Elatus who dwelt in Pedasus by 
the banks of the river Satniocis. Leitus killed 
Phylacus as he was flying, and Eurypyliis slew 
Melanthus. 

Then Menelaus of the loud war-cry took 
Adrestus alive, for his horses ran into a tama- 
risk bush, as they were flying wildly over 
the plain, and broke the pole from the car; they 
went on towards the city along with the others 
in full flight, but Adrestus rolled out, and fell 


in the dust flat on his face by the wheel of his 
chariot. Menelaus cainc up to him spear in 
hand, but Adrestus caught him by the knees 
begging for his life. ‘T ake me alive,” he cried, 
“son of Atreus, and you shall have a full ransom 
for me: my father is rich and has much treasure 
of gold, bronze, and wrought iron laid by in his 
house. From this store he will give you a large 
ransom should he hear of my being alive and 
at the ships of the Achtuans.” 

[^i] Thus did he plead, and Menelaus was 
for yielding and giving him to a squire to take 
to the ships of the Achacans, but Agamemnon 
came running up to him and rebuked him. "My 
good Menelaus,” said he, “this is no time for 
giving quarter. I las, then, your house fared so 
well at the hands of the Trojans? Let us not 
spare a single one of them— not even the child 
unborn ana in its mother s womb; let not a man 
of them be left alive, but let all in Ilius perish, 
unheeded and forgotten.” ^ 

[61] Thus did he speak, and his brother was 
persuaded by him, for his words were just. 
Menelaus, therefore, thrust Adrestus from him, 
whereon King Agamemnon struck him in the 
flank, and he fell: then the son of Atreus 
planted his foot upon his breast to draw his 
spear from the body. 

[66] Meanwhile Nestor shouted to the Ar- 
gives, saying, “My friends, Danaan warriors, 
servants of Mars, let no man lag that he may 
spoil the dead, and bring back much booty to 
the ships. Let us kill as many as we can; the 
bodies will lie ujx)n the plain, and you can 
despoil them later at your leisure.” 

lyz] With these words he put;heart and soul 
into them all. And now the Trojans would 
have been routed and driven l^ck into Ilius, 
had not Priam's son I Iclcnus, wjsest of augurs, 
said to I Ic:ctor and /Eneas, “Mcciiir and /Eneas, 
you two are the mainstays of tlit Lrojans and 
Lycians, for you arc foremost at all times, alike 
in fight and counsel; hold your ground here, 
and go about among the host to rally them in 
front of the gates, or they will fling themselves 
into the arms of their wives, to the great joy of 
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our foes. Then, when you have put heart into 
all our companies, we will stand firm here and 
fight the Danaans however hard they press us, 
for there is nothing else to be done. Meanwhile 
do you. Hector, go to the city and tell our 
mother what is happening. Tell lier to bid the 
matrons gather at the temple of Minerva in the 
acropolis; let her then take her key and open 
the doors of the sacred building; there, upon 
the knees of Minerva, let her lay the largest, 
fairest robe she has in her house— the one she 
sets most store by; let her, moreover, promise to 
sacrifice twelve yearling heifers that have never 
yet felt the goad, in the temple of the goddess, 
if she will take pity on the town, with the wives 
and little ones of the Trojans, and keep the son 
of Tydeus from falling on the goodly city of 
Ilius; for he fights with fury and fills men's 
souls with panic. I hold him mightiest of them 
all; vve did not fear even their great champion 
Achilles, son of a goddess though he be, as we 
do this man : his rage is heyond all bounds, and 
there is none can vie with him in prowess." 

[102] Hector did his brother bade him. 
He sprang from his chariot, and w^ent about 
everywhere among the host, brandishing his 
spears, urging the men on to fight, and raising 
the dread cry of battle. Thereon they rallied 
and again 1 aced the Achirans, who gave ground 
and ceased their murderous onset, for they 
deemed that some one of the immortals had 
come down from starry heaven to help the 
Trojans, so strangely had they rallied. And 1 lec- 
tor shouted to the Trojans, “Trojans and allies, 
be men, my friends, and fight W'ith might and 
main, wdiile I go to Ilius and tell the old men 
ol our council and our wives to pray to the gods 
and vow hecatombs in their honour." 

[116] With this he went his way, and the 
black rim of hide that went round his shield 
beat against liis neck and his ancles. 

[119] Then Glaucus son of Hippolochus, and 
the son of Tydeus went into the open space be- 
tween the hosts to fight in single combat. When 
they were close up to one another Diomed of 
the loud war-cry was the first to speak. “Who, 
.my good sir," said he, “who are you among 
men? I have never seen you in battle until now, 
but you are daring beyond all others if you 
abide my onset. Woe to those fathers whose 
sons face my might. If, however, you are one 
Oi the immortals and have come down from 
heaven, 1 will not fight you; for even valiant 
Lycurgus, son of Dryas, did not live long when 
he took to fighting with the gods. He it was that 
drove the nursing women who were in charge 


of frenzied Bacchus through the land of Nysa, 
and they flung their thyrsi on the ground as 
murderous Lycurgus beat them with his ox- 
goad. Bacchus himself plunged terror-stricken 
into the sea, and Thetis took him to her bosom 
to comfort him, for he was scared by the fury 
with which the man reviled him. Thereon the 
gods who live at ease were angry with Lycurgus 
and the son of Saturn struck him blind, nor did 
he live much longer after he had become hate- 
ful to the immortals. ITcrefore I will not fight 
with the blessed gods; but if you are of them 
that cat the fruit of the ground, draw near and 
meet your doom." 

[144] And the son of Hippoloclms answered, 
“Mighty son of Tydeus, why ask me of my 
lineage? Men come and go as leaves year by 
year upon the trees. Tliose of autumn the wind 
sheds upon the ground, hut when spring re- 
turns the lorest buds forth with fresh ones. 
Even so is it with the generations of mankind, 
the new spring up as the old are passing away. 
If, then, you would learn my descent, it is one 
that is well known to many. There is a city in 
the heart of Argos, pasture land of horses, called 
Ephyra, where Sisyphus lived, who was the 
craftiest of all mankind. He was the son of 
yEolus, and had a son named Glaucus, who was 
father to Bellcrophon, whom heaven endowed 
with the most suq^assing comeliness and beauty. 
But Proctus devised his ruin, and being stronger 
than he, drove him from the land of the Ar- 
gives, over which Jove had made him ruler. 
For Antea, wife of Proetus, lusted after him, 
and would h.ave had him lie with her in secret; 
but Bellcrophon was an honourable man and 
would not, so she ti.'ld lies about him to Preetus. 
Treetus,' said she, ‘kill Bellcrophon or die, for 
he would have had converse with me against 
my will.' The king was angered, but shrank 
from killing Bellcrophon, so he sent him to 
Lycia wdth lying letters of introduction, written 
on a folded tablet, and containing much ill 
against the bearer. He bade Bellcrophon show 
these letters to his father-in-law, to the end 
that he might thus perish; Bellcrophon there- 
fore went to Lycia, and the gods convoyed him 
safely. 

/ 1727 “When he reached the river Xanthus, 
which is in Lycia, the king received him with 
all goodwill, feasted him nine days, and killed 
nine heifers in his honour, but when rosy- 
fingered morning appeared upon the tenth day, 
he questioned him and desired to see the letter 
from his son-in-law Preetus. When he had re- 
ceived the wicked letter he first commanded 
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Bellerophon to kill that savage monster, the 
Chimera, who was not a human being, but a 
goddess, for she had the head of a lion and the 
tail of a serpent, while her body was that of a 
goat, and she breathed forth flames of fire; but 
Bellerophon slew her, for he was guided by 
signs from heaven. I le next fought the far- 
famed Sol\mii, and this, he said, was the hard- 
est of all his battles. Thirdly, he killed the 
Amazons, women who were the peers of men, 
and as he was returning thence the king de- 
vised yet another plan for his destruction; he 
picked the bravest warriors in all Lycia, and 
placed them in ambuscade, but not a man ever 
came back, for Bellerophon killed every one of 
them. Then the king knew that he must be the 
valiant offspring of a god, so he kept him in 
Lycia, gave him his daughter in marriage, and 
made him of equal honour in the kingtloin with 
himself; and the Lycians gave him a piece of 
land, the best in all the country, fair with vine- 
yards and tilled fields, to ha^'c and to hold. 

[196] “1 he king’s daughter bore Bellerophon 
three children, Isander, I lippol(Khus, and Lao- 
dameia. Jove, the lord of counsel, lay with Lao- 
dameia, and she bore him noble Sarpedon; but 
when Bellerophon came to be hated by all the 
gods, he wandered all desolate and dismayed 
upm the Alean plain, gnawing at his own 
heart, and shunning the path of man. Mars, 
insatiate of battle, killed his son Isander while 
he was fighting the Solvmi; his daughter was 
killed by Diana of the golden reins, for she was 
angered with her; but 1 lippolochus was father 
to myself, and when he sent me to Troy he 
urged me again and again to fight ever among 
the foremost and outvie my peers, so as not to 
shame the blood of my fathers who were the 
noblest in Ephyra and in all Lycia, This, then, 
is the descent I claim.'’ 

[212] Thus did he speak, and the heart of 
Diomed was glad. I le planted his spear in the 
ground, and spoke to him with friendly words. 
'Then," he said, “you are an old friend of my 
father's house. Great Gincus once entertained 
Bellerophon for twenty days, and the two ex- 
changed presents. GIneus gave a belt rich with 
purple, and Bellerophon a double cup, which I 
left at home when I set out for I roy. I do not 
remember Tydeus, for he was taken from us 
while I was yet a child, when the army of the 
Acha^ans was cut to pieces before 'Lhebes. 
Henceforth, however, I must be your host in 
middle Argos, and you mine in Lycia, if I 
should ever go there; let us avoid one another's 
spears even during a general engagement; there 


are many noble Trojans and allies whom I can 
kill, if I overtake them and heaven delivers 
them into my hand; so again with yourself, 
there are many Achaeans whose lives you may 
take if you can; we two, then, will exchange 
armour, that all present may know of the old 
ties that subsist between us.” 

[2^2] With these words they sprang from 
their chariots, grasped one another's hands, and 
plighted friendship. But the son of Saturn made 
Glauciis take leave of liis wits, for he exchanged 
golden armour for bronze, the worth of a hun- 
dred head of cattle for the worth of nine. 

[2^y] Now when 1 lector reached the Scaean 
gates and the oak tree, the wives and daughters 
of the 1 rojans came running towards him to 
ask after their sons, brothers, kinsmen, and 
husbands: he told them to set about praying to 
the gods, and many were made sorrowful as 
they heard him. 

[242] Presently he reached the splendid 
palace of King Priam, adorned with colonnades 
of hewn stone. In it there were fifty bed 
chambers—all of hewn stone— huiit near one 
another, where the sons of Priam slept, c.ich 
with his wedded wale. Opposite these, on the 
other side the couityard, there were twc]\’e 
upper rooms also of hewn stone for Priam's 
daughters, built near one another, where his 
stms- in-law slept with their wives. When 1 lec- 
tor got there, his fond motligf came up to him 
with Laodiee the fairest of her daughters. She 
took his hand within her own and said, “My 
son, why have you lelt the battle to come 
hither? Arc the Achreans, woo betide them, 
pressing you hard about the city that you have 
thought fit to come and uplift your hands to 
Jove from the citadel? Wait till 1 can bring you 
wine that you mav make oiTering to jove and 
to the other immortals, and may then drink and 
be refreshed. Wine gives a man fresh strength 
when he is wearied, as you now are with fight- 
ing on behalf of your kinsmen.” 

[26^] And I lector answ'cred, “Honoured 
mother, bring no w'inc, lest you^unman me and 
I forget my strength. I dare not make a drink- 
oflering to Jove with unwashed an ds; one who 
is bespattered witJi bliKid ami filth may not 
pray to the son of Saturn. Cietkhe matrons to- 
gether, and go w?ith offerings tp the temple of 
Minerva driver of the spoil; there, upon the 
knees of Minerva, lay the largest and fairest 
robe you have in your house— the one you set 
most store by; promise, moreover, to sacrifice 
twelve yearling heifers that have never yet felt 
the goad, in the temple of the goddess, if she 
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will take pity on the town, with the wives and 
little ones of the Trojans, and keep the son of 
1 ydeus from off the goodly city of llius, for he 
fights with fury, and fills men's souls with 
panic, (io, then, to the temple of Minerva, w^hilc 
1 seek Paris and exhort him, if he will hear my 
words. Would that the earth might open her 
jaws and swallow him, for Jove bred him to be 
the bane of the Trojans, and of Priam and 
Priam's sons. Could I but sec him go down into 
the house of I lades, my heart would forget its 
heaviness.” 

[2S6] His mother went into the house and 
called her waiting- women who gathered the 
matrons throughout the city. She then w'ent 
down into her fragrant store-room, where her 
embroidered robes were kept, the work of Sido- 
nian women, wh(jin iMcxandnis had brought 
over from Sidon when he sailed the seas upon 
that voyage during which he carried off noble 
Helen. Hecuba took out the largest robe, and 
the one tliat was most beautifully enriched with 
embroidery, as an offering to Minerva: it 
glittered like a s*ar, lay at the very bottom 
of the chest. With this she went on her way and 
many matrons with her, 

[zi)7] Wdien they reached the temple of Mi- 
nen\a, level v Tlieano, daughter of Cisscus and 
\^ ife of Antenor, opened the doors, for the Tro- 
jans had made her priestess of Minerva. The 
women lifted up their hands to the goddess 
with a loud cry, and Theano took the robe to 
lay it upon the knees of Minerwi, praving the 
while to the daughter of great Jove. ”1 loly Mi- 
nerva,” she cried, ‘protectress of our city, 
mighty goddess, break the spear of Diomed and 
lay him low before the Scaian gates. Do this, 
and wc will sacrifice twelve heifers that have 
never yet known the goad, in your temple, if 
you will have pity upon the town, with the 
wives and little ones of the Trojans.” Thus she 
prayed, but Pallas Minerva granted not her 
prayer. 

[^12] While they were thus praying to the 
daughter of great Jove, Hectoi went to the 
fair house of Alcxandrus, which he had built 
•for him by the foremost builders in the land. 
They had built him his house, storehouse, and 
courtyard near those of Priam and Hector on 
die aciopolis. Here Hector entered, with a 
spear eleven cubits long in his hand; the bronze 
point gleamed in front of him, and was fast- 
ened to the shaft of the spear by a ring of gold. 
He found Alcxandrus within the house, busied 
alx)ut his armour, his shield and cuirass, and 
handling his curved bow; there, too, sat Argive 


Helen with her women, setting them their 
several tasks; and as Hector saw him he re- 
buked him with words of scorn. “Sir,” said he, 
“you do ill to nurse this rancour; the people 
perish fighting round this our town; you w’ould 
yourself chide one w^hom you saw^ shirking his 
part in the combat. Up then, or ere long the 
city will be in a blaze.” 

/332y And Alexandras answered, “Hector, 
your rebuke is just; listen therefore, and be- 
lieve me when 1 tell you that lam not here so 
much through rancour or ill-will towards the 
Trojans, as from a desire to indulge my grief. 
My wife was even now gently urging me to 
battle, and I hold it better that I should go, for 
victory is ever fickle. Wait, then, while 1 put on 
my aiinour, or go first and I will follow. I shall 
be sure to overtake you.” 

[^42] Hector made no answer, but Helen 
tried to soothe him. “Brother,” said she, “to my 
abhorred and sinful self, would that a whirl- 
wind had caught me up on the day my mother 
brought me forth, and had home me to some 
mountain or to the waves of the roaring sea that 
should have swept me away ere this mischief 
had come about. But, since the gods have de- 
vised these evils, would, at any rate, that 1 had 
been wife to a better man— to one who could 
smart under dishonour and men's evil speeches. 
This fellow was never yet to be depended upon, 
nor never will be, and he will surely reap what 
he has sown. Still, brother, come in and rest 
upon this scat, for it is you w'ho bear the brunt 
of that toil that has been caused by my hateful 
self and by the sin of Alcxandrus— both of 
whom Jove has doomed to be a theme of song 
among those that shall be born hereafter.” 

/359J And I lector answered, “Bid me not be 
seated, Helen, lor all the goodwill you bear me. 
I cannot stay. 1 am in haste to help the Trojans, 
who miss me greatly when I am not among 
them; but urge your husband, and of his oum 
self also let him make haste to overtake me be- 
fore I am out of tlie city. I must go home to see 
my household, my wife and my little son, for I 
know not whether I shall ever again return to 

them, or whether the gods will cause me to iall 
b' the hands of the y\c!' cans.'’ 

l^^6g] Then Hector left her, and forthwith 
was at his own house, f Ic did not find Androm- 
ache, for she was on the wall with her child 
and one of her maids, weeping bitterly. Seeing, 

then, that she w^as not within, he stood on the 
threshold of the womens rooms and said, 
“W 'omen, tcH me, and tell me true, where did 
Andromache go when she left the house? Was 
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it to my sisters, or to my brothers* wives? or is 
she at the temple of Minerva where the other 
women are propitiating the awful goddess?** 
[^ 8 i] His good housekeeper answered, “Hec- 
tor, since you bid me tell you truly, she did not 
go to your sisters nor to your brothers* wives, 
nor yet to the temple of Minerva, where the 
other women are propitiating the awful god- 
dess, but she is on the high wall of Ilius, for she 
had heard the Trojans were being hard pressed, 
and that die Achaeans were in great force: there- 
fore she went to the wall in frenzied haste, and 
the nurse went with her carrying the child.** 
[39^] Hector hurried from the house when 
she had done speaking, and went down the 
streets by the same way that he had come. 
When he had gone through the city and had 
reached the Scaean gates through which he 
would go out on to the plain, his wife came 
running towards him, Andromache, daughter 
of great Eetion who ruled in Thebe under the 
wooded slopes of Mt. Placus, and was king of 
the Cilicians. I lis daughter had married Hec- 
tor, and now came to meet him with a nurse 
who carried his little child in her bosom— a 
mere babe, Hector’s darling son, and lovely as 
a star. Hector had named him Scamandrius, but 
the people called him Astyanax,* for his father 
stood alone as chief guardian of Ilius. Hector 
smiled as he looked upon the boy, but he did 
not speak, and Andromache stood by him weep- 
ing and taking his hand in her own. “Dear 
husband,*' said she, “your valour will bring 
you to destruction; think on your infant son, 
and on my hapless self who ere long shall be 
your widow— for the Achajans will set upon 
you in a body and kill you. It would be better 
for me, should 1 lose you, to lie dead and 
buried, for I shall have nothing left to comfort 
me when you are gone, save only sorrow. I have 
neither father nor mother now. Achilles slew 
my father when he sacked Tbcbe the goodly 
city of the Cilicians. He slew him, but did not 
for very shame despoil liiin; when he had 
burned him in his w^opdrous armour, he raised 
a barrow over his ashes and the mountain 
nymphs, daughters of aegis-bearing Jovey planted 
a grove of elms about his tomb. I had seven 
brothers in my father's house, but on the same 
day they all went within the house of I lades. 
Achilles killed them as they were with their 
sheep and cattle. My mother— her who had 
been queen of all the land under Mt. Placns— 
he brought hither with the spoil, and freed her 
for a great sum, but the archer-queen Diana 
* ue, “king of the dty.** 


took her in the house of your father. Nay— Hec- 
tor— you who to me are rather, mother, brother, 
and dear husband— have mercy upon me; stay 
here upon this wall; make not your child father- 
less, and your wife a widow; as for the host, 

E lace them near the fig-tree, where the city can 
e best scaled, and the wall is weakest. Ihrice 
have the bravest of them come thither and 
assailed it, under the two Ajaxes, Idomeneus, 
the sons of Atreus, and the brave son of Tydeus, 
either of their own bidding, or because some 
soothsayer had told them.** 

[440] And Hector answered, “Wife, I too 
have thought upon all this, but with what face 
should I look uptjn the Trojans, men or women, 
if I shirked battle like a coward? I cannot do so: 
1 know nothing siivc to fight bravely in the fore- 
front of the Trojan host and win renown alike 
for my father and myself. Well do I know that 
the day will surely come when mighty Ilius 
shall be destroyed with Priam and Priam’s peo- 
ple, but I grieve for none of these— not even for 
Hecuba, nor King Priam, nor for my brothers 
many and brave who may fall in the dust be- 
fore their foes— for none of thest: do I grieve as 
for yourself when the day shall come on which 
some one of the Achneans shall rob you for ever 
of your freedom, and hear you weeping away. It 
may be that you will have to ply the loom in 
Argos at the bidding of a mistress, or to fetch 
water from the springs Mcaseis or Hypercia, 
treated brutally by some cruel task-master; then 
will one say who sees you weeping, ‘Slie was 
wife to I lector, the bravest warrior among the 
Trojans during the war before Ilius.’ On this 
your tears will break forth anew for him who 
would have put away the day of captivity from 

J ou. May 1 lie dead under the barrow that is 
eaped over my lx)dy ere 1 hear your cry as they 
carry you into bondage.” 

[466] He stretched his arras tow'ards his 
child, but the boy cried and nestled in his 
nurse’s bosom, scared at the sight of his father’s 
armour, and at the horse-hair plume that nodded 
fiercely from his helmet. 1 lis father and mother 
laughed to see him, but Hector ^ok the helmet 
from his head and laid it all glebing upon the 
ground. Then he took his darling child, kissed 
him, and dandled him in his amis, praying over 
him the while to Jove and td all the gods. 
“Jove,” he cried, “grant that thi$ my child may 
he even as myself, chief among ^e Trojans; let 
him be not less excellent in strength, and let 
him rule Ilius with his might. Then may one 
say of him as he comes from battle, The son is 
far better than the father.* May he bring back 
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the blood-stained spoils of him whom he has 
laid low, and let his mother s heart be glad/ ” 

[482] With this he laid the child again in 
the arms of his wife, who took him to her own 
soft bosom, smiling through her tears. As her 
husband watched her his heart yearned towards 
her and he caressed her fondly, saying, '‘My 
own wife, do not take these things too bitterly 
to heart. No one can hurry me down to Hades 
before my time, but if a man's hour is come, be 
he brave or be he coward, there is no escape for 
him when he has once been bom. Go, then, 
within the house, and busy yourself with your 
daily duties, your loom, your distaff, and the 
ordering of your servants; for war is man’s mat- 
ter, and mine above all others of them that have 
been bom in IlLus." 

[494] He took his plumed helmet from the 
ground, and his wife went back again to her 
house, weeping bitterly and often looking back 
towards him. When she reached her home she 
found her maidens within, and bade them all 
join in her lament; so they mourned Hector in 
ins own house tbs>u^\i he was yet alive, for they 
deemed that they should never see him return 
safe from battle, and from the furious hands of 
the Acha'ans. 

I SO 2,] Paris did not remain long in his house. 
He donned his goodly armour overlaid with 
hronze, and hasted through the city as fast as his 


feet could take him. As a horse, stabled and full 
fed, breaks loose and gallops gloriously over 
the plain to the place where he is wont to bathe 
in the fair^flowing river— he holds his head 
high, and his mane streams upon his shoulders 
as he exults in his strength and flies like the 
wind to the haunts and feeding ground of the 
mares— even so went forth Paris from high 
Pergamus, gleaming like sunlight in his ar- 
mour, and he lauglied aloud as he sped swiftly 
on his way. Forthwith he came upon his brother 
Hector, who was then turning away from the 
place where he had held converse with his wife, 
and he was himself the first to speak. “Sir,” 
said he, “1 fear that I have kept you w'aiting 
when you are in haste, and have not come as 
quickly as you bade me.” 

[5^0] “My good brother,” answered Hector, 
“you fight bravely, and no man with any justice 
can make light of your doings in battle. But you 
are careless and wilfully remiss. It grieves me 
to the heart to bear the ill that the Trojans 
speak about you, for they have suffered much 
on your account. Let us be going, and w^e will 
make things right hereafter, should Jove vouch- 
safe us to set the cup of our deliverance before 
the ever-living gods of heaven in our own 
homes, when wc have chased the Achaeans 
from Troy.” 
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W ITH these words Hector passed 
through the gates, and his brother 
Alexandrus W'ith him, both eager 
for the fray. As when heaven sends a breeze to 
sailors who have long looked lor one in vain, 
and have laboured at their oars till they are 
faint with toil, even so welcome was the sight 
of these tw'O heroes to the 1 rojans. 

[S] 7 ’hcreon Alexandrus killed Mcncsthius 
the son of Areithoiis; he lived in y\rne, and was 
son of Areithoiis the Macc-man, and of Phy- 
lomedusa. 1 lector threw a spear at Hioneus and 
struck him dead with a wound in the neck 
under the bronze rim of his helmet. Claucus. 
moreover, son of Hippolochus, captain of the 
Lycians, in hard hand to-hand tight smote 
Iphinous son of Dexius on the shoulder, as he 
was springing on to his chariot behind his fleet 
marcs; so he fell to earth from the car, and there 
was no life left in him. 

[jy] When, therefore, Minerva saw these 
men making havoc of the Argives, she darted 
down to Ilius from the summits of Olympus, 
and /\pollo, who w'as looking on from Perga- 
mus, w'cnt out to meet her, for he wanted the 
Trojans to be victorious. The pair met by the 
oak tree, and King Apollc^ son of J(n'c was first 
to speak. “What would you have/' said he, 
‘"daughter of great Jove, that your proud spirit 
has sent you hither from Olympus? Have you 
no pity upon the 1 rojans, and would vou in- 
cline the scales of victory in faviiur of the Dan- 
aans? Let me persuade you —lor it will he better 
thus— stay the combat for to-day, hut let them 
renew' the fight hcrealtt*r rill thev compass the 
doom of Ilius, since you goddesses have made 
up your minds to destroy the city." 

[ 33/ And Minerva answ'crcd, "So be it. Far- 
Darter; it was in this mind that 1 came down 
from Olympus to the Trojans and Aeha*ans. 
1 cll me, then, how do you propose to end this 
present fighting?" 

[37] Apollo, son of Jove, replied, "Let us 
incite great Hector to challenge some one of the 
Danaans in single combat; on this the Achseans 


will he shamed into finding a man who will 
fight him.'’ 

[4^] Minerva assented, and I fclcnus son of 
Priam divined the counsel of the gods; he 
therefore went up to Hector and said, "I lector 
son of Priam, peer of gods in counsel, I am your 
brother, let me then persuade you. hid the 
other 'Tn)jans and Aclueans all of them take 
their scats, and challenge the best man among 
the yXchicans to meet you in single combat. T 
have lieaid the voict; of the ever-living gods, 
and tile hour of your doom is not vet conif'." 

[S4] I lector was glad when he heard tins say- 
ing, and went in among the Projans, grasping 
his spear by tlie middle to hold them liack, and 
they all sat down. /Vganu'mnon also bade the 
Achreans he seated. Hut Minerva and A[X)llo, 
in the likeness of vultures, ])erched on father 
Jove s high oak tree, proud of their men. and 
the ranks sat close ranged together, hiistiing 
W'ith shield and helmet and spear. As when the 
rising west w’ind furs the face of the sea and 
the waters grow dark beneath it, so sat the com- 
panies of Trojans and Achaeans upon the plain. 
And Hector spoke thus: — 

[6yJ "Hear me, Trojans and Achieans, that 
I may speak even as I am minded; Jove on his 
high throne has brought our oaths and cove 
nants to nothing, and foreshadow’s ill for both 
of us, till you cither take the towers of I roy, or 
are yourselves vanquisliccl at your ships. The 
princes of the .Veberans are here present in the 
midst of you; let him, then, tliat wall fight me 
stand forward as your ehampioji against I lec- 
tor. Thus I say, and may Jovc^bc witness he 
tween us. If your champion sl|iy me, let him 
strip me of my armour and take It to your ships, 
hut let him send my body homit' that the Tro 
jans and their w'ivcs may give fne my dues ol 
fire when 1 am dead. In like mannci if Apollo 
vouchsafe me glory and 1 slay your champion, 
I will strip him of his armour and take it to the 
ciy of Ilius, where I will hang it in the temple 
of Apollo, hut f will give up his body, that the 
Aciiaeans may bury him at their ships, and 
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build him a mound by the wide waters of the 
[ Icllcspfmt. Then will one say hereafter as he 
sails his ship over the sea, ‘7 his is the monu- 
ment of one who died long since— a champion 
who was slain by mighty I lector.’ Thus will one 
say, and my fame shall not be lost.” 

[02] Thus did he speak, but they all held 
their peace, ashamed to decline tiie challenge, 
yet learing to accept it, till at last iMenclaus rose 
and rebuked them, for he was angry. ”Alas,” he 
('ried,“vain braggarts, women forsooth not men, 
double-dyed indeed will be the stain upon us if 
no man of the Danaans will now face 1 lector. 
May you be turned every man of you into earth 
and water as you sit spiritless and inglorious in 
\our places. I will myself go out against this 
man, but the upshot of the fight w’ill be Iroin on 
high in the hands of the immortal gods.” 

Jio^] With those words he put on his ar- 
mour; and then, O Menclaus, your life would 
have come to an end at the hands of Hector, for 
he was far the better man, had not the princes 
of the Achxans sprung upon you and checked 
YOU. King Aga.uth^e.oo caught him by the 
right haiKi and said, "Menclaus, you aic mad; a 
truce to this folly, he patiemt in spite ol passion, 
do not think of fighting a man so much stronger 
than yourself as Hector son oi Pn.mi, who is 
feared by many another as well as you. Even 
Achilles, who is far more doughty tlian you are, 
shrank Irom meeting him in battle. Sit down 
among your own people, and the Acha*ans will 
send .sonicothcr champion to light Hector; fear- 
less and fond of battle though he be, I ween his 
knees will bond gladly under him if he tomes 
out alive from the hurly-l)uilv of this light.” 

[120] With these words of rcMsonable coun- 
sel he persuaded his brother, whereon his 
squires gladly stripped the armour from oil his 
shoulders, 1 hen Nestor rose and spoke, "Of a 
taith,” said he, "the Achxan land is fallen upon 
evil limes. The oUl kniglu Pelcus, counsellor 
and orator among the Myimidons, kn ed when 
I was in his house to question me concerning 
the race and lineage of all the Argives. I low 
would it not grieve him could he hear ol them 
.as now quailing before Hector? Many a time 
would he lift his hands in prayer that his soul 
might leave his Ixxly and g(^ clown within the 
house of Hades. Would, by father Jove, Mi- 
nerva, and Apollo, that I were still young and 
strong as when the Pylians and y\rcadians were 
gathered in fight by, the rapid river Celadon 
under the walls of Pheia, and round about the 
waters of the river lardanus. The godlike hero 
Ercuthalion stood forw'ard as their champion, 


with the armour of King Arcithoiis upon his 
shouIders—Areithoiis whom men and women 
had surnamed 'the Mace-man,’ because he 
fought neither with bow nor spear, ImU broke 
the battalions of the foe with his iron mace. 
Lycurgus killed him, not in fair fight, but by 
entrapping him in a narrow way where his 
mace served him in no stead; for Lveurgus was 
too cjuick for him and spciarcd him through the 
middle, so he fell to earth on his back. Lveurgus 
then spoiled him of the armour which Mars had 
given him, and bore it in battle thenceforward; 
but when he grew' old and stayed at home, he 
ga\e It to his faithful scjuire Ercuthalion, who 
in this same armour challenged the foremost 
men among us. T he others quaked and quailed, 
but my high spirit bade me fight him thcjugl 
none other would venture; I was the youngest 
man of them all, but when I fought him J\li- 
ner\'a vouchsaled me victory . He was tlie big- 
gest and stronge t man that ever I killed, and 
covered much ground as he lay sprawling upon 
the earth W^ould that I were still young and 
strong as I then was, for the son of Priam would 
then soon find one who would face him. But 
you. foremost among the whole host though 
you he, have none of you any stonirich for light- 
ing 1 lector.” 

[}(}i] I bus did the old man rebuke them, 
and forthwith nine men started to their leet. 
Foremost of all uprose King Agamemnon, and 
after him brave Diuincd the son of lycleus. 
Next were the two Ajaxes, men clothed in 
valour as with a gamicnt, and then Idomcncus, 
and Meriuncs his brother in arms. After these 
Eiirypylus son of Lurmon, d boas the son of 
Andiu-mon, and IPysses also rose. Then Nestor 
knight of Ccrcnc cig<iin spoke, saying: "Cast lots 
among you to see who shall he clioscn. If he 
come alive out of this fight he will have done 
good servdcc alike to his own soul and to the 
Acha^ans.” 

[^75] Thus he spoke, and when each of 
them had marked his lot, and had thrown it 
into the helmet of Agamemnon son of Atreus, 
the people lifted their hands in prav'cr, and tluis 
would one of them sav as he looked into the 
viult of heaven, "Father Jove, grant that the 
lot fall on /\jax, or on the son of Tydeus, or 
upon the king of rich Mycene himself.” 

[iSi] As they were speaking, Nestor knight 
of Gercne shook the helmet, and from it there 
fell the very lot which they w’anted— the lot of 
Aja.x. 1 he herald bore it about and showed it to 
all the chieftains of the Achceans, going from 
left to right; but they none of them owned it. 
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When> however, in due course he reached the 
man who had written upon it and had put it 
into the helmet, brave Ajax held out his hand, 
and the herald gave him the lot. When Ajax 
saw his mark he knew it and was glad; he threw 
it to the ground and said, “My friends, the lot 
is mine, and I rejoice, for I shall vanquish Hec- 
tor. I will put on my armour; meanwhile, pray 
to King Jove in silence among yourselves that 
the I’rojans may not hear you— or aloud if you 
will, for we fear no man. None shall overcome 
me, neither by force nor cunning, for I was 
bom and bred in Salamis, and can hold my own 
in all things.” 

[200] With this they fell praying to King 
Jove the son of Saturn, and thus would one of 
them say as he looked into the vault of heaven, 
“Father Jove that rulest from Ida, most glorious 
in power, vouchsafe victory to Ajax, and let 
him win great glory: but if you wish well to 
Hector also and would protect him, grant to 
each of them equal fame and prowess.” 

Tlius they prayed, and Ajax aimed him- 
self in his suit of gleaming bronze. When 
he was in full array he sprang forward as mon- 
strous Mars when he takes part among men 
whom Jove has set fighting with one another— 
even so did huge Ajax, bulwark of the Achae- 
ans, spring forward with a grim smile on his 
face as he brandished his long spear and strode 
onw'ard. lire Argives were elated as they beheld 
him, but the Trojans trembled in every limb, 
and the heart even of Hector beat quickly,^ but 
he could not now retreat and withdraw into the 
ranks behind him, for he had been the chal- 
lenger. Ajax came up bearing his shield in front 
of him like a wall— a shield of bronze with 
seven folds of oxhide— the work of Tychius, 
who lived in Hyle and was by far the best 
worker in leather. He had made it with the 
hides of seven full-fed bulls, and over these he 
had set an eighth layer of bronze. Holding this 
shield before him, Ajax son of Telamon came 
close up to Hector, and menaced him saying, 
“Hector, you shall npw learn, man to man, 
what kind of champions the Danaans have 
among them even besides lion-hearted^Achilles 
cleaver of the ranks of men. He now abides at 
the ships in anger with Agamemnon shepherd 
of his people, but there are many of us who are 
well able to face you; therefore begin the fight.” 

[^ 33 ] And Hector answered, “Noble Ajax, 
son of Telamon, captain of the host, treat me 
not as though I were some puny boy or woman 
that cannot fight. 1 have been long used to the 
blood and butcheries of battle. I am quick to 


turn my leathern shield either to right or left, 
for this I deem the main thing in battle. I can 
charge among the chariots and horsemen, and 
in hand to hand fighting can delight the heart 
of Mars; howbeit I would not take such a man 
as you are off his guard— but I will smite you 
openly if I can.” 

[244] He poised his spear as he spoke, and 
hurled it from him. It struck the sevenfold 
shield in its outermost layer— the eighth, which 
was of bronze— and went through six of the 
layers but in the seventh hide it stayed. ITien 
Ajax threw in his turn, and struck the round 
shield of the son of Priam. The terrible spear 
went through his gleaming shield, and pressed 
onward through his cuirass of cunning w'ork- 
manship; it pierced the shirt against his side, 
but he swerved and thus saved his life. They 
then each of them drew out the spear from his 
shield, and fell on one another like savage lions 
or wild boars of great strength and endurance: 
the son of Priam stmek the middle of Ajax's 
shield, but the bronze did not break, and the 
point of liis dart was turned. Ajax then sprang 
forw'ard and pierced the shield of Hector; the 
spear went through it and staggered him as he 
was springing forward to attack; it gashed his 
neck and the blood came pouring from the 
wound, but even so Hector did not cease fight- 
ing; he gave ground, and with his brawny hand 
seized a stone, rugged and huge, that was lying 
upon the plain; with this he .struck the shield of 
Ajax on the boss that was in its middle, so that 
the bronze rang again. But Ajax in turn caught 
up a far larger stone, swung it aloft, and 
hurled it with prodigious force. This millstone 
of a rock broke Hectors shield inwards and 
threw him down on his back with the shield 
crushing him under it, but Apollo raised him at 
once. 1 hereon they would have hacked at one 
another in close combat with their swords, had 
not heralds, messengers of gods and men, come 
forward, one from the Trojans and the other 
from the Achacans— Talthybius and Idaius both 
of them honourable men; thesje parted them 
with their staves, and the goo 4 herald Idaeus 
said, “My sons, fight no longer, fcou arc both of 
you valiant, and both are de^r to Jove; we 
know this; but night is now filling, and the 
behests of night may not be wel| gainsaid.” 

[ 28 ^] Ajax son of Telanion answered, 
“Idaeus, bid Hector say so, for it was he that 
challenged our princes. Let him speak first and 
I will accept his saying.” 

^2877 Then Hector said, “Ajax, heaven has 
vouchsafed you stature and strength, and judge- 
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ment; and in wielding the spear you excel all 
others of the Acharans. Let us for this day cease 
fighting; hereaf ter wc will fight anew till heaven 
decide between us, and give victory to one or to 
the other; night is now falling, and the behests 
of night may not be well gainsaid. Ciladden, 
then, the hearts of the Aehecans at your ships, 
and more especially those of your own followers 
and clansmen, while I, in the great city of King 
Priam, bring comfort to the Trojans and their 
women, who vie with one another in their 
prayers on my behalf. Let us, moreover, ex- 
change presents, that it may be said among 
Aclueans and Trojans, ‘They fought with might 
and main, but were reconciled and parted in 
friendship.* ’* 

/3037 On this he gave Ajax a silver-studded 
sword with its sheath and leathern baldric, and 
in return Ajax gave him a girdle dyed with 
purple. I'hus they parted, the one going to the 
host of the Achreans, and the other to that of 
the Trojans, who rejoiced when they saw their 
hero come to them ^fe and unharmed f rom the 
strong hands of mighty i\jax. They led him, 
therefore, to the city as one that had been saved 
beyond their hopes. On the other side the 
Achaeans brf)ught Ajax dated with victory to 
Agamemnon. 

7313] When they reached the quarters of 
the son of Atreus, /Vgamemnon sacrificed for 
them a five-year-old bull in honour of Jove the 
son of Saturn. They flayed the carcase, made it 
ready, and divided it into joints; these they cut 
carefully up into smaller pieces, putting them 
on the spits, roasting them sufficiently, and 
then drawing them off. When they had done 
all this and had prepared the feast, they ate it, 
and every man had his full and equal share, so 
that all were satisfied, and King Agamemnon 
gave Ajax some slices cut lengthways down the 
loin, as a mark of special honour. As soon as 
they had had enough to eat and drink, old 
Nestor whose counsel was ever truest began to 
speak; with all sincerity and goodwill, there- 
fore, he addressed them thus: — 

[^2j] “Son of Atreus, and other chieftains, 
inasmuch as many of the Achicans are now 
dead, whose blood Mars has shed by the banks 
of the Scamander, and their souls have gone 
down to the house of Hades, it will be well 
when morning comes that we should cease 
fighting; we will then wheel our dead together 
with oxen and mules ‘and burn them not far 
from the ships, that when we sail hence we may 
take the bones of our comrades home to their 
children. Hard by the funeral pyre we will 


build 0 barrow that shall be raised from the 
plain for all in common; near this let us set 
about building a high wall, to shelter ourselves 
and our ships, and let it have well-made gates 
that there may be a way through them for our 
chariots. Close outside wc will dig a deep trench 
all round it to keep off both horse and foot, that 
the Trojan chieftains may not bear hard upon 
us.*’ 

7344/ lliushc spjkc, and the princes shouted 
in applause. Meanwhile the Trojans held a 
council, angry and full of discord, on the acrop- 
olis by the gates of King Priam's palace; and 
wise Antenor spoke. “Hear me,” he said, “Tro- 
jans, Dardanians, and allies, that I may speak 
even as I am minded. Let us give up Argive 
I lelcn and her wealth to the sons of Atreus, for 
wc arc now fighting in violation of our solemn 
covenants, and shall not prosper till we have 
done as I say.” 

1 554] He then sat down and Alexandrus 
husband of lovely Helen rose to speak. “Ante- 
nor,” said he, “your words are not to my liking; 
you can find a better saying than this if you 
will; if, however, you have spoken in good ear- 
nest, then indeed has heaven robbed you of your 
reason. 1 will speak plainly, and hereby notify 
to the Trojans that I will not give up the 
woman; but the wealth that 1 brought home 
with her from Argos I will restore, and will add 
yet further of my own.” 

73657 On this, when Paris had spoken and 
taken his scat, Priam of the race of Dardanus, 
peer of gods in council, rose and with all sin* 
ccrity and gcK)dwill addressed them thus: “Hear 
me, Trojans, Dardanians, and allies, that I may 
speak even as I am minded. Get vour suppers 
now as hitherto throughout the city, but keep 
your watches and be wakeful. At daybreak let 
Idicus go to the ships, and tell Agamemnon and 
Mcnclaus sons of Atreus the saj^ing of Alexan- 
drus through whom thisquarrel has come about; 
and let him also he instant with them that they 
now cease fighting till wc burn our dead; here- 
after wc will fight anew, till heaven decide be- 
tween us and give victory to one or to the other.” 

[379] Thus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said. They took supper in their com- 
panies and at daybreak Ida:us went his way to 
the ships. He found the Danaans, servants of 
Mars, in council at the stern of Agamemnon's 
ship, and took his place in the midst of them, 
“Son of Atreus,” he said, “and princes of the 
Achaean host, Priam and the other noble Tro- 
jans have sent me to tell you the saying of 
Alexandrus through whom this quarrel has 
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come about, if so be that you may find it ac- 
ceptable. All the treasure he took with him in 
his ships to Troy— would that lie had sooner 
perished— he will restore, and will add yet fur- 
ther of his own, but he will not give up the 
wedded wife of MeneLius, though the Trojans 
would have him do so. Priam bade me inquire 
further if \ou will cease fighting till we bum 
our dead, hereafter wc will fight anew, till 
lieaven decide between us and give victory to 
one or to the other 

[^qS] They all held their peace, but pres- 
ently Diomed of the loud w.ir ciy spoke, saying, 
“Let there he no taking, neitlier treasure, nor 
yet Helen, for eren a child may sec that the 
doom of the Trojans is at hand.*' 

[40^] The sons of die Acha*ons shouted ap- 
plause at the words that Diomed had spoken, 
and thereon King Agamemnon said to Idacus, 
“Idaeus, you have heard the answer the Ach^e- 
ans make you— and I with them. But as con- 
cerning the dead, I give yt)u leave to burn thejn, 
for when men are once dead there should be no 
grudging them the rites of fire. Let Jove the 
mighty husband of Juno be \^Mrness to this cove- 
nant.” 

[412] As he spoke he upheld his sceptre in 
the sight of all the gods, and lda.‘us went back 
to the strong city of llius. The Trojans and 
Dardanians were gathered in council waiting 
his return; when he came, lie stood in tbcir 
midst and delivered his message. As soon as 
they heard it they set about their twofold 
labour, some to gather the corpses, and others to 
bring in wood. The Argives on their part also 
hastened from their ships, some to gather the 
corpses, and others to luring in wmid. 

[421] The sun was beginning to lx*at upon 
the fields, fresh risen into the vault of heaven 
from the slow still currents of deep Occanus, 
when the two armies met. Fhey could hardly 
recognise their dead, but they washed iheclotted 
gore from off them, shed tears over them, and 
lifted them upon their waggons. Priam had for- 
bidden the Trojans to wail aloud, so they heaped 
their dead sadly and silently upon the pyre, and 
having burned them went hack to the city of 
llius. The Acha:?an 5 in like manner heaped their 
dead sadly and silently on the pyre, and having 
burned them went back to their ships. 

/ 433 J Now in the twilight when it was not 
yet dawn, chosen hands of the Achaeans were 
gathered round the pyre and built one barrow 
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that was raised in common for all, and hard by 
this they built a higit wall to shelter themselves 
and their ships; fhe\‘ gave it strong gates that 
there might he a way through them for their 
chariots, and close outside it they <lug a trench 
deep and wide, and they planted it within with 
stakes. 

[444] Thus did the Achieans toil, and the 
gtxls, seated by the side of Jove the lord of 
lightning, man’cllcd at their great work; but 
Neptune, lord of the earthquake, spoke, saying, 
“Father Jove, wliat mortal in the \^hole world 
will again take the gods into his counsel? See 
you not h()v\’ the /Vchreans have built a wall 
about their ships and driven a trench all round 
it, without offering liecatimibs to the gods? The 
fame of this wall will reach as far as dawn itself, 
and men will no longer think anything of the 
one vvhicJi Phirhus Apollo and myself built 
with so much labour for Laomedon." 

[44^] Jove was displeased and an.swercd, 
“What, O shaker of the earth, are you talking 
about? A god less powerful than vinirsell might 
be alarmed at what they are doing, hut your 
fame reaches as far as da^vn itself. Surely when 
the AchaMus have gone homo with their ships, 
you can shatter rheir wall and Ding it into the 
sea; you can cover the beach vMth sand again, 
and the great w'all of the Achir«ins will then he 
utterly effaced.” 

[46.^7 Thu.s did they conveise, and by sunset 
the work of the Ach.Tans was completed; they 
then slaughtered oxen at their tents and got 
their supper. Many ships bad come w'illi wine 
from l.omnos, sent by Liincus the .son of Jason, 
horn to hmi by llypsipyle. "J he son of Jason 
freighted them w'ith ten thousand measures of 
wine, which he sent specially to the sons of 
Atreu';, Agamemnon and Mcnelaus. From this 
supjilv the Aehaeans bought their wine, some 
with bronze, some wdth iron, .some w'ith hides, 
some w'jth w hole heifers, and sonic again with 
captives, d hev spread a goodly banquet and 
feasted the w^hole night through, al.so did the 
Irojans and their allies in the city. But all the 
time Jove boded them ill and roafred with his 
portentous thunder. Pale fear gejt hold upon 
them, and they spilled the wine fr^m their cups 
on to the ground, nor did any dard drink till he 
had made offerings to the most mighty son of 
Saturn. Then they laid themselves down to rest 
and enjoyed the boon of sleep. 
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N OW when Morning, clad in her robe of 
saffron, had begun to suffuse light over 
the earth, Jove called the gods in coun- 
cil on the topmost crest of serrated Olympus. 
Then he spoke and all the other gods ga\'e ear. 
'1 lear me," said he, "gods and goddesses, that I 
may speak even as I am minded, none of 
you neither goddess nor god try to cross me, but 
obey me every one of you that I may bring this 
matter to an end. If I sec any one acting apart 
and helping either Trojans or Danaans, he shall 
be beaten inordinately ere he come back again 
to Olympus; or I vr\^ hurl him down into (lark 
1 artarusfar into thedeepest pit undertlie earth, 
where the gales are iron and the floor bronze, as 
far beneath 1 lades as hca\'cn is high above the 
earth, tluit you may learn how much the might- 
iest I am among you. Try rnc and find out for 
yourselves. Hang me a golden chain from 
heaven, and lay hold of it all of you, gods and 
goddesses together —tug as you will, you will 
not drag Jove the supreme counsellor from 
heaven to earth; but were I to pull at it myself 
1 should draw you up with earth and sea into 
the bargain, then would I bind the chain about 
some pinnacle of Olympus and leave you all 
dangling in the mid firmament. So far am I 
above all others cither of gods or men.” 

1 18] 7 ’hcy w'cre frightened and all of them 
held their peace, for he had spoken masterfully; 
but at last Minerva answered, ‘Tather, son of 
Saturn, king of kings, we all know that your 
might is not to be gainsaid, but we are also sorry' 
for the Danaan warriors, who are perishing and 
coming to a bad end. We will, however, since 
you so hid us, refrain from actual fighting, but 
we will make serviceable suggestions to the 
Argives that they may not all of them perish in 
your displeasure." 

[38 ] Jove smiled at her and answered, "Take 
h'^urt, my child, Trito-born; I am not really in 
earnest, and I wish to he kind to you." 

[4 1 ] With this he yoked his fleet horses, with 
hoofs of hionze and manes of glittering gold. 
He girded himself also with gold about the 
body, seized his gold whip and took his seat in 


his chariot. Thereon he lashed his horses and 
they flew forward nothing loth midway twixt 
earth and starry heaven. After a while he 
reached inany-fountained Ida, mother of wild 
beasts, and Gargarus, where are his grove and 
fragrant altar. 1 here the father of gods and men 
stayed his horses, took them from the chariot, 
and hid them in a thick cloud; then he took 
his scat all glorious upon the topmost crests, 
looking dowm upon the city of Troy and the 
ships of the Achaeans. 

[ 537 The Achaeans took their morning meal 
hastily at the ships, and afterwards put on their 
armour. T he IVojans on the other hand like- 
wise armed themselves throughout the city, 
fewer in numbers but nevertheless eager per- 
force to do battle for their wives and children. 
All the gates w'cre flung wide open, and horse 
and foot sallied forth with the tramp as of a 
great multitude. 

[60] When they were got together in one 
place, shield clashed with shield, and spear 
with spear, in the conflict of mail-clad men. 
Mighty w'as the din as the bossed shields pressed 
hard on one another— dcath-cry and shout of 
triumph of slain and slayers, and the earth ran 
red with blood. 

[66] Now so long as the day w’axcd and it 
W'as still morning their weapons beat against one 
another, and the people fell, hut wiien the sun 
had reached mid-heaven, the sire of all balanced 
his golden scales, and put two fates of death 
within them, one for the Trojans and the other 
for the Achieans. He took the balance by the 
middle, and when he lifted it up the day of the 
Achaeans sank; the death -fraught scale of the 
Acha'ans settled down upon the ground, w’hile 
that of the Trojans rose heaven w^ards. Tlien he 
thundered aloud from Ida, and sent the glare 
of his lightning upon the Achceans; when they 
saw this, pale fear fell upon them and they were 
sore afraid. 

[yS] Idomeneus dared not stay nor yet Aga- 
memnon, nor did the tw'o Ajaxes, servants of 
Mars, hold their ground. Nc.stor knight of 
Gerene alone stood firm, bulwark of the Achae- 
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ans, not of his own will, but one of his horses 
was disabled. Alexandras husband of lovely 
Helen had hit it with an arrow just on the top 
of its head where the mane begins to grow away 
from the skull, a very deadly place. The horse 
bounded in his anguish as the arrow pierced his 
brain, and his struggles threw the others into 
confusion. The old man instantly began cutting 
the traces with his sword, but Hector's fleet 
horses bore dowm upon him through the rout 
with their bold charioteer, even Hector himself, 
and the old man would have perished there and 
then had not Diomed been quick to mark, and 
with a loud cry called Ulysses to help him. 

/’94J “Ulysses," he cried, “noble son of La- 
ertes, where are you flying to, with your back 
turned like a coward? See that you arc not 
struck with a spear betw'een the shoulders. 
Stay here and help me to defend Nestor from 
this man's furious onset." 

[97] Ulysses would not give ear, but sped 
onward to the ships of the Achaeans, and the son 
of Tydeus flinging himself alone into the thick 
of the fight took his stand before the horses of 
the son of Neleus. "'Sir," said he, ‘"these young 
warriors are pressing you hard, your force is 
spent, and age is heavy upon you, your squire is 
naught, and your horses are slow to move, hlount 
my chariot and see what the horses of Tros can 
do— howcleverly they can scud hither and thith- 
er over the plain either in flight or in pursuit. I 
took them from the hero^dEneas. Let our squires 
attend to your own steeds, but let us drive mine 
straight at the Trojans, that Hector may learn 
how furiously I too can wield my spear." 

[112] Nestor knight of Gcrene hearkened to 
his words. Thereon the doughty squires, Sthen- 
elus and kind-hearted Eurymedon, saw to Nes- 
tor's horses, while the two both mounted 
Diomed s chariot. Nestor took the reins in his 
hands and lashed the horses on; they were soon 
close up with Hector, and the son of I’ydeus 
aimed a spear at him as he was charging full 
speed towards them. He missed him, but struck 
his charioteer and squire Eniopeus son of noble 
Thebaeus in the breast by the *'-ipple while the 
reins w'ere in his hands, so that he died there 
and then, and the horses swerved as he fell 
headlong from the chariot. I lector wms greatly 
grieved at the loss of his charioteer, but let him 
Be for all his sorrow, while he went in quest of 
another driver; nor did his steeds have to go 
long without one, for he presently found brave 
Arcneptolemus the son of Iphitus, and made 
him get up behind the horses, giving the reim 
into nis hand. 
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/’130/ All had then been lost and no help for 
it, for they would have been penned up in Ilius 
like sheep, had not the sire of gods and men 
been quick to mark, and hurled a fiery flaming 
thunderbolt which fell just in front of Diomed's 
horses with a flare of burning brimstone. The 
horses were frightened and tried to back be- 
neath the car, while the reins dropped from 
Nestor s hands. Then he was afraid and said to 
Diomed, “Son of Tydeus, turn your horses in 
flight; see you not that the hand of Jove is 
against you? To-day he vouchsafes victory to 
Hector; to-morrow, if it so please him, he will 
again grant it to ourselves; no man, however 
brave, may thwart the purpose of Jove, for he is 
far stronger than any." 

[14s] Diomed answered, “All that you have 
said is true; tliere is a grief however which 
pierces me to the very heart, for I lector w ill talk 
among the Trojans and say, ‘llic son of Tydeus 
fled before me to the ships.’ This is the vaunt 
he will make, and may earth then swallow me." 

/’i5i7“Son of Tydeus," replied Nestor, 
“what mean you? Though Hector say that you 
are a coward the Trojans and Dardanians will 
not believe him, nor yet the w'ives of the mighty 
warriors whom you have laid low." 

[157] Siiying he turned the horses back 
through the thick of the battle, and with a cry 
that rent the air the Trojans and 1 lector rained 
their darts after them, f lector shouted to him 
and said, “Son of Tydeus, the Danaans have 
done you honour hitherto as regards your place 
at table, the meals they give you, and the filling 
of ) mr cup with wine. Henceforth they will 
despise you, for you arc become no better than 
a woman. Be ofl\ girl and coward that you arc, 
you shall not scale our walls through any flinch- 
ing upon my part; neither shall you cari)^ oft' 
our wives in your ships, for I shall kill you with 
my own hand." 

[167] 1 he son of Tydais was in two minds 
whether or no to turn hi^ horses round again 
and fight him. Thrice did Jie doubt, and thrice 
did Jove thunder from t^e heights of Ida in 
token to the Trojans tha| he would turn the 
battle in their favour. Hefctor then shouted to 
them and said, “ Erojans, Lycians, and Darda- 
nians, lovers of close Suiting, be men, my 
friends, and fight with nught and with main; 
I sec that Jove is minded 'to vouchsafe victory 
and great glory to myself, while he will deal 
destruction upon the Diuiaans. Fools, for hav- 
ing thought of building this weak and worthless 
wall. It shall not stay my fuiy; my horses will 
spring lightly over their trench, and when 1 am 
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at their shiw forget not to bring me fire that I 
may burn uiem, while I slaughter the Argives 
who will be all dazed and bewildered by the 
smoke" 

[1S4] Then he cried to his horses, “Xanthus 
and Podargus, and you /Ethon and goodly Lam- 
pus, pay me for your keep now and for all the 
honev-sweet corn with which Andromache 
daugliter of great Eetion has fed you, and for 
the way in which she has mixed wine and water 
for you to drink whenever you would, before 
doing so even for me who am her own husband. 
Haste in pursuit, that we may take the shield 
of Nestor, the fame of which ascends to heaven, 
for it is of solid gold, arm-rods and all, and that 
we may strip from the shoulders of Diomed the 
cuirass which Vulcan made him. Could we take 
these tw'O things, the Achaeans would set sail in 
their ships this sclf-samc night." 

[19S] Thus did he vaunt, but Queen Juno 
made high Olympus quake as she shook with 
rage upon her throne. Then said she to the 
mighty god Neptune, *‘What now, wide ruling 
lord of the earthquake? Can you find no com- 
passion in your heart for the dying Danaans, 
who bring you many a welcome oftering to 
llclice and to /Egre? Wish them well then. If 
all of us who are with the Danaans were to 
diive the Trojans back and keep Jove from 
helping them, he would have to sit there sulk- 
ing alone on Ida." 

[zoS] King Neptune was greatly troubled 
and answered, "Juno, rash of tongue, what are 
you talking about? We other gods must not set 
ourselves against Jove, for he is far stronger 
than we arc." 

[ziz] Thus did they converse; but the whole 
space enclosed by the ditch, from the ships 
even to the wall, was filled with horses and 
warriors, who were pent up there by Hector 
son of Priam, now that the hand of Jove was 
with him. He would even have set fire to the 
ships and burned them, had not Queen Juno 
put it into the mind of Agamemnon, to bestir 
himself and to encourage the Achasans. To this 
end he went round the ships and tents carrying 
a great purple cloak, and took his stand by the 
huge black hull of Ulysses’ ship, which wao 
middlemost of all; it was from inis place that 
his voice would carry farthest, on the one hand 
towards the tents of Ajax son of Telamon, and 
on the other towards those of Achilles— for 
these two heroes, well assured of their own 
strength, had valorously drawn up their ships 
at the two ends of the line. From this spot then, 
with a voice that could be heard afar, he 


shouted to the Danaans, saying, "Argives, 
shame on you cowardly creatures, brave in sem- 
blance only; where are now our vaunts that we 
should prove victorious— the vaunts we made so 
vaingloriously in Lemnos, when we ate the 
flesh of horned cattle and filled our mixing- 
bowls to the brim? You vowed that you would 
each of you stand against a hundred or two 
hundred men, and now you prove no match 
even for one— for Hector, who will be ere long 
setting our ships in a blaze. Father Jove, did 
you ever so ruin a great king and rob him so 
utterly of his greatness? yet, when to my sorrow 
I was coming hither, I never let my ship pass 
your altars without offering the fat and thigh- 
bones of heifers upon every one of them, so 
eager was I to sack the city of Troy. Vouchsafe 
me then this prayer— suffer us to escape at any 
rate with our lives, and let not the Achaeans be 
so utterly vanquished by the Trojans." 

[24s] Thus did he pray, and father Jove 
pitying his tears vouchsafed him that his people 
should live, not die; forthwith he sent them an 
eagle, most unfailingly portentous of all birds, 
with a young fawn in its talons; the eagle 
dropped the fawn by the altar on which tne 
Achaeans sacrificed to Jove the lord of omens; 
when, therefore, the people saw that the bird 
had come from Jove, they sprang more fiercely 
upon the Trojans and fought more boldly. 

^2537 There was no man of all the many 
Danaans who could then boast that he had 
driven his horses over the trench and gone forth 
to fight sooner than the son of Tydeus; long 
before any one else could do so he slew an 
anned warrior of the Trojans, Agelaus the son 
of Phradmon. He had turned his horses in 
flight, hut the spear struck him in the back mid- 
way between his shoulders and went right 
through his chest, and his armour rang rattling 
round him as he fell forw'ard from his chariot. 

[26 1 ] After him came Agamemnon and Mon- 
el a us, sons Atreus, the two A j axes clothed in 
valour as with a garment, Idomcneus and his 
companion in aims Meriones, peer of murder- 
ous Mars, and Eur\’pylus the brave son of Euae- 
mon. Ninth came Teucer with his bow, and 
took his place under cover of the shield of Ajax 
son of Telamon. When Ajax lifted his shield 
Teucer would peer round, and when he had 
hit any one in the throng, the man would fall 
dead; then Teucer would hie back to Ajax as 
a child to its mother, and again duck down 
under his shield. 

[27^} Which of the Trojans did brave Teu- 
cer first kill? Orsilochus, and then Ormenus and 
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Ophelestes, Daetor, Chromius, and godlike Lyc- 
ophontes, /Vmopaon son of Polyaeinon, and Mel- 
anippus. All these in turn did he lay low upon 
the earth, and King Agamemnon was glad 
when he saw him making havoc of the Trojans 
with his mighty bow. 1 le went up to him and 
said, “I'euccr, man after my own heart, son of 
Telamon, captain among the host, shoot on, 
and be at once the saving of the Danaans and 
the glory of your father Telamon, who brought 
you up and took care of you in his own house 
when you were a child, bastard though vou 
were. Cover him with glory though he is far 
off; I will promise and J will assuredly perform; 
if aegis bearing Jove and Minen/a grant me to 
sack the city of Ilius, you shall have the next 
best meed of honour after my own— a tripod, or 
two horses with their chariot, or a woman who 
shall go up into your bed.*' 

[2gz] And l eucer answered, '‘Most noble 
son of Atreus, you need not urge me; from the 
moment we began to drive them back to Ilius, 
I have never ceased Sf) far as in me lies to lorjk 
out for men whom I can shoot and kill; I have 
shot eight barbed shafts, and all of them have 
been buried in the flesh of warlike youths, but 
this mad dog T cannot hit.” 

[300] As he spoke he aimed another arrow 
straight at Hector, for he was bent on hitting 
him; nevertheless he missed him, and the arrow 
hit Priam's brave son Gorgythion in the breast. 
His mother, fair Castianeira, lovely as a god- 
dess, had been married from .dlsvrne, and pow 
he lx)wed his head as a garden poppy in full 
bloom when it is weighed down by showers in 
spring— even thus heavily bowed his head be- 
neath the weight of his helmet. 

[^lo] Again he aimed at Hector, for he was 
longing to hit him, and again his arrow missed, 
for Apollo turned it aside; hut he hit I lector's 
brave charioteer Archcptolemus in the breast, 
by the nipple, as he was driving furiously into 
the fight. The horses swen’ed aside as he fell 
headlong from the chariot, and there was no life 
left in him. Hector was greatly grieved at the 
loss of his charioteer, but for all his sonow he 
let him lie wliere he fell, and bade Ua brother 
Cebrioncs, who was hard by, take the reins. 
Cebriones did as he had said. Hector thereon 
with a loud cry sprang from his chariot to the 
ground, and seizing a great stone made straight 
for Teuccr with intent to kill him. Teucer had 
just taken an arrow from his quiver and had 
laid it upon the bow string, but I lector struck 
him with the jagged stone as he was taking aim 
and drawing the string to his shoulder; he hit 
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him just where the collar-bone divides the neck 
from the chest, a very deadly place, and broke 
the sinew of his arm so that his wrist was power- 
less, and the how dropped from his hand as he 
fell forward on his knees, Ajax saw that his 
brother had fallen, and running towards him 
bestrode him and sheltered him with his shield. 
Mctinwhile his two trusty squires, Mecisteus 
son of Fxhius, and Alastor, came up and bore 
him to the ships groaning in his great pain. 

[3^5] Jove now again put heart into the Tro- 
jans, and they drove the Achacans to their deep 
trench with Hector in all his glory at their head. 
As a hound grips a wild boar or lion in flank or 
buttock when he gives him chase, and watches 
warily for his wheeling, even so did Hector fol- 
low close upon the Achacans, ever killing the 
hindmost as they rushed panic-stricken on 
wards. When they had fled through the set 
stakes and trench and many Achieans had been 
laid low at the hands of the Trojans, they halted 
at their ships, calling u|>r)n one another and 
praying every man instantly as they lifted up 
their hands to the gods; l)ut Hector wheeled his 
horses this way and that, his eyes glaring like 
those of Ciorgo or murderous Mars. 

f 35 o 7 Juno when she saw them had pity 
upon them, and at once said to Minerva, “Alas, 
child of tegis bearing Jove, shall you and I take 
no more thought for the dying Danaans, though 
it he the last time we ever do sor See how they 
perish and conic to a bad end before the onset 
of hut a single man. Hector the son of Priam 
rages with intolerable fury, and has already 
done great mischief.” 

[357I Mincr\^a answered, “Would, indeed, 
this fellow might die in his own land, and fall 
by the hands of the Achaxms; hut my father 
Jove is mad with spleen, ever foiling me, ever 
headstrong and unjust. 1 Ic forgets how often 1 
saved his son when he was worn out by the 
labours Eurystheus had laid on him. He would 
weep till his cry came up to heaven, and then 
Jove would send me down to help him; if I had 
had the sense to foresee all this, when Eur)s- 
theus sent him to the house of f lades, to fetch 
the hell hound from Erebus, would never 
have come back alive out of tlieidocp waters of 
the river Styx. And now Jove Kates me, while 
he lets Thetis have her way bedausc she kissed 
his knees and took hold of his bieard, when she 
was begging him to do honour to Achilles, f 
shall know what to do next time he begins call- 
ing me his grey-eyed darling. Get our horses 
ready, while I go within the house of aegis- 
bearing Jove and put on my armour; we shall 
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then find out whether Priam's son Hector will 
be glad to meet us in the highways of battle, 
or whether the Trojans vvilJ glut hounds and 
vultures with the fat of their flesh as they lie 
dead by the ships of the Achaean s." 

[^ 8 i] Thus did she speak and white-armed 
Juno, daughter of great Saturn, obeyed her 
words; she set about harnessing her gold- 
bedi/cned steeds, while Minerv^a daughter of 
fcgis-bearing Jove flung her richly embroidered 
vesture, made with her own hands, on to the 
threshold of her father, and donned the shirt of 
Jove, arming herself for battle. Thtm she stepped 
into her flaming chariot, and grasped the spear 
so stout and sturdy and strong with which she 
quells the ranks of heroes who have displeased 
her. Juno lashed her horses, and the gates of 
heaven bellowed as they flew open of their own 
accord-gates over which the Hours preside, in 
whose hands are heaven and Olympus, cither 
to open the dense cloud that hides them or to 
close it. Through these the goddesses drove 
their obedient steeds. 

1 ^ 97 ] But fath( when he saw them 
from Ida was very angry, and sent winged Iris 
with a message to them. said he, “fleet 

Iris, turn them back, and see that they do not 
come near me, for if we come to fighting there 
will he mischief. This is what I say, and this is 
what I mean to do. I will lame their horses for 
them; I will hurl them from their chariot, and 
will break it in pieces. It will take them all ten 
years to heal the wounds my lightning shall in- 
flict upon them; my grey-eyed daughter will 
then learn what quarrelling with her father 
means. I am less surprised and angry with Juno, 
for whatever I say she always contradicts me." 

[409] With this Iris went her way, fleet as 
the wind, from the heights of Ida to the lofty 
summits of Olympus. She met the goddesses at 
the outer gates of its many valleys and gave 
them her message. “What," said she, “are you 
about? Are you mad? \ he son of Saturn forbids 
your going. This is what he says, and this is 
what he means to do, he will lame your horses 
for you, he will hurl you from your chariot, 
and will break it in pieces. It will take you all 
ten years to heal the wounds his lightning wall 
inflict upon you, that you may learn, grey-eyed 
goddess, what quarrelling with your father 
means. He is less hurt and angr)^ with Juno, for 
whatever he says she always contradicts him— 
but you, bold hussy, wall you really dare to raise 
your huge spear in defiance of Jove?" 

[ 4 ZS] With this she left them, and Juno said 
to Minerva, “Of a truth, child of aigis-bcaring 


Jove, I am not for fighting men's battles further 
in defiance of Jove. Let them live or die as luck 
will have it, and let Jove mete out his judge- 
ments upon the Tnjjans and Danaans accord- 
ing to his owm pleasure." 

L4SZ] She turned her steeds; the Hours pres- 
ently unyoked them, made them fast to their 
ambrosial mangers, and leaned the chariot 
against the end w^all of the courtyard. The two 
goddesses then sat down upon their golden 
thrones, amid the company of the other gods; 
but they wxtc very angry. 

[4^8] Presently father Jove drove his chariot 
to Olympus, and entered the assembly of gods. 
The mighty lord of the earthquake unyoked 
his horses for him, set the car upon its stand, 
and threw a cloth over it. Jove then sat dowm 
upon his golden throne and Olympus reeled be- 
neath him. Miner\'a and Juno sat alone, apart 
from Jove, and neither spoke nor asked him 
questions, but Jove knew w^hat they meant, and 
said, “Minerva and Juno, w'hy are you so angr\'? 
Are you fatigued with killing so many of your 
dear friends the Trojans? Be this as it may, 
such IS the might of my hands that all the gods 
in Olympus cannot turn me; you wx'te both of 
you trembling all over ere ever you saw the fight 
and its terrible doings. I tell you therefore— and 
it would have surely been— I should have stmek 
you with lightning, and your chariots would 
never have brought you back again to Olym- 
pus." 

[457] Minerva and Juno groaned in spirit as 
they sat side by side and brooded mischief for 
the Trojans. Minerva sat silent without a word, 
for she was in a fui;ons passion and bitterly in- 
censed against her iathcr; hut Juno could not 
contain herself and said, “What, dread son of 
Saturn, are you talking alxiut? We know' how^ 
great your power is, nevertheless we have com- 
passion upon the Dana an w'arriors w’ho are per- 
ishing and coming to a bad end. Wc w'ill, how- 
ever, since you so bid us, refrain from actual 
fighting, but we will make serviceable sugges- 
tions to the Argives, that they may not all of 
them perish in your displca.sure." 

[ 469 1 And Jove answ'cred, “To-morrow morn- 
ing, Juno, if you choo'it’ to do so, you will see 
thv son of Saturn destroying large numbers of 
the Argives, for fierce flector shall not cease 
fighting till he has roused the son of Peleus 
wmen they are fighting in dire straits at their 
ships' sterns about the body of Patroclus. Like 
it or no, this is how it is decreed; for aught I 
care, you may go to the lowest depths beneath 
earth and sea, where lapetus and Saturn dwell 
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in lone Tartanis with neither ray of light nor 
breath of wind to cheer them. You may go on 
and on till you get there, and I shall not care 
one whit for your displeasure; you are the great- 
est vixen living.'* 

[484] Juno made him no answer. The sun's 
glorious orb now sank into Oceanus and drew 
down night over the land. Sorry indeed were 
the Trojans when light failed them, but wel- 
come and thrice prayed for did darkness fall 
upon the Achaeans. 

[48^] Then Hector led the Trojans back 
from the ships, and held a council on the open 
space near the river, where there was a spot 
dear of corpses. They left their chariots and sat 
down on the ground to hear the speech he made 
them. He grasped a spear eleven cubits long, 
the bronze }X)int of which gleamed in front of 
it, while the ring round the spear head was of 
old. Spear in hand he spoke. '‘Hear me,” said 
e, ‘Trojans, Dardanians, and allies. I deemed 
but now that I should destroy the ships and all 
the Achaeans with them ere I went back to Ilius, 
but darkness came on too soon. It was this alone 
that saved them and their ships upon the sea- 
shore. Now, therefore, let us obey the behests 
of night, and prepare our suppers. Take your 
horses out of their chariots and give them their 
feeds of com; then make speed to bring sheep 
and cattle from the city; bring wine also and 
com for your horses and gather much wood, 
that from dark till dawn we may bum watch- 
fires whose flare may reach to heaven. For the 
Achaeans may try to fly beyond the sea by night, 
and they must not embark scatheless and un- 
molested; many a man among them must take a 
dart with him to nurse at home, hit with spear 
or arrow as he is leaping on board his ship, that 
others may fear to bring war and weeping upon 
the Trojans. Moreover let the heralds tell it 
about the city that the growing youths and grey- 
bearded men are to camp upon its heaven-built 
walls. Let the women each of them light a great 
fire in her house, and let watch be safely kept 
lest the town be entered by surprise while the 
host is outside. See to it, brave Trojans, as I 
have said, and let this suffice for the moment; 
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at daybreak I will instruct you further. I pray 
in hope to Jove and to the cods that we may 
then drive those fate-sped hounds from our 
land, for 'tis the fates that have home them and 
their ships hither. This night, therefore, let us 
keep watch, but with early morning let us put 
on our armour and rouse fierce war at the ships 
of the Achaeans; I shall then know whether 
brave Diomed the son of Tydeus will drive me 
back from the ships to the wall, or whether I 
shall myself slay him and carry off his blood- 
stained spoils. To morrow let him show his 
mettle, and abide my spear if he dare. I ween 
that at break of day, he shall he among the first 
to fall and many another of his comrades round 
him. Would that I were as sure of being im- 
mortal and never growing old, and of being 
worshipped like Minerva and Apollo, as I am 
that this day will bring evil to the Argives.” 

[S4^] Thus spoke Ilector and the Trojans 
shouted applause. Ibey took their sweating 
steeds from under the yoke, and made them 
fast each by his own chariot. They made haste 
to bring sheep and cattle from the city, they 
brought w'inc also and corn from their houses 
and gathered much wood. Tliey then offered 
unblemished hecatombs to the immortals, and 
the wind carried the sweet savour of sacrifice 
to heaven— but the blessed gods partook not 
thereof, for they bitterly hated Ilius with Priam 
and Priam’s people. Ihus higl^n hope they sat 
through the livelong night by the highways of 
war, and many a watchfirc did they kindle. As 
when the stars shine clear, and the moon is 
bright— there is not a breath of air, not a peak 
nor glade nor jutting headland but it stands out 
in the ineffable radiance that breaks from the 
serene of heaven; the stars can all of them he 
told and the heart of the shepherd is glad— even 
thus shone the watchfircs of the Trojans before 
Ilius midway between the ships and the river 
Xanthus. A thousand camp-fires gleamed upon 
the plain, and in the glow of each there sat 
fifty men, while the horses, champing oats and 
corn beside their chariots, waited till dawn 
should come. 
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T hus did the Trojans watch. But Panic, 
comrade of bloodstained Rout, had taken 
fastholdof theAchacans, and their princes 
were all of them in despair. As when the two 
winds that blow from Thrace—thc north and 
the northwest- spring up of a sudden and rouse 
the fury of the main— in a moment the dark 
waves uproar their heads and scatter their sea- 
wrack in all directions— even thus troubled were 
the hearts of the Achaeans. 

[g] The son of Atreus in dismay bade the 
heralds call the people to a council man by man, 
but not to cr\' tne matter aloud; he made haste 
also himself to call them, and they sat sorry at 
heart in their assembly. Agamemnon shed tears 
as It were a running stream or cataract on the 
side of some sheer cliff; and thus, with many 
a heavy sigh he spoke to the Achaeans. “My 
friends,’' said he, “princes and councillors of 
the Argives, the hand of heaven has been laid 
heavily u]X)n me. Cruel Jove gave me his solemn 
promise that I should sack the city of Troy be- 
fore returning, but he has played me false, and 
is now bidding me go inglorioaslv back to Argos 
with the loss of much people. Such is the will 
of ]ovc, who has laid many a proud city in the 
dust as he will yet lay others, for his power is 
above all. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say 
and sail back to our own country, for we shall 
not take Troy.” 

[29 J llius he spoke, and the sons of the 
Achaeans for a long while sat sorrowful there, 
but they all held their peace, till at last Diomed 
of the loud battle-cry made answer saying, “Son 
of Atreus, 1 will chide your folly, as is my right 
in council. Be not then aggrieved that I should 
do so. In the first place you attacked me before 
all the Danaans and said that I w'as a coward 
and no soldier. The Argives young and old 
know that you did so. But the son of scheming 
Saturn enclowed you by halves only. He gave 
you honour as tne chief ruler over us, but 
valour, which is the highest both right and 
might, lie did not give you. Sir, think you that 
the sons of the Achaeans are indeed as unwar- 
like and cowardly as you say they are? If your 


own mind is set upon going liome— go— the way 
is open to you; the many ships that followed 
you from Mycenc stand ranged upon the sea- 
shore; hut the rest of us will stay here till we 
have sacked Troy. Nay though these too should 
turn homeward with their ships, Sthcnelus and 
myself will still fight on till we reach the goal 
of Bills, for heaven was with us when we came.'' 

/50J The sons of the Achaeans shouted ap- 
plause at the words of Diomed, and presently 
Nestor rose to speak. “Son of Tydeus,’' said he, 
“in war your prowess is beyond question, and 
in council you excel all who are of your own 
years; no one of the Achaeans can make light 
of what you say nor gainsay it, but you have 
not yet come to the end of the whole matter. 
You are still young— you might be the youngest 
of my own children— still you have spoken 
wisely and have counselled the chief of the 
Achaeans not without discretion; nevcrtlieless 
I am older than you and I will tell you every- 
thing; therefore let no man, not even King 
Agamemnon, disregard my saying, for he that 
foments civil discord is a clanless, hearthless 
outlaw. 

[ 6 s ] “Now, however, let us obey the behests 
of night and get our suppers, but let the sen- 
tinels every man of them camp by the trench 
that is without the wall. I am giving these in- 
structions to the young men; when they have 
been attended to, do you, son of Atreus, give 
your orders, for you arc the most royal among 
us all. Prepare a feast for your councillors; it is 
right and reasonable that you should do so; 
there is abundance of wine in your tents, which 
the ships of the Achaeans bring from Thrace 
daily. You have everything at your disposal 
wherewith to entertain guests, and you have 
many subjects. When many are got together, 
vou can be guided by him whose counsel is 
wisest— and sorely do wc need shrewd and pai- 
dent counsel, for the foe has lit his watchfires 
hard by our ships. Who can be other than dis- 
mayed? This night will cither be the ruin of 
our host, or save it." 

[•^g] 1 hus did he speak, and they did even 
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as he had said. The sentinels went out in their 
armour under command of Nestor s son I'hras- 
ymcdcs, a captain of the host, and of the lK)ld 
warriors Ascalaphus and lalmenus; there \vere 
also Merioncs, Apharcus and Deipyrus, and 
the son of Creion, noble Lyconicdes. Ihere 
were seven captains of the sentinels, and with 
each there went a hundred youths aimed with 
long spears: they took their places midway be- 
tw'cen the trench and the wall, and w'hen they 
had done so they lit their fires and got every 
man his supper. 

[8q] lire son of Atreus then bade many 
councillors of the Ach&ans to his quarters and 
prepared a great feast in their honour. TTiey 
laid their hands on the good things that were 
before them, and as soon as they hacThad enough 
to eat and drink, old Nestor, whose counsel was 
ever truest, w’as the first to lay his mind before 
them. He, therefore, with all sincerity and good- 
will addressed them thus. 

[g6] “With yourself, most noble son of 
Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, will I both 
begin my speech and end it, for you are king 
over much people. Jove, moreover, has vouch- 
safed you to wield the sceptre and to uphold 
righteousness, that you may take thought for 
your people under you; therefore it behooves 
you above all others both to speak and to give 
ear, and to carry out the counsel of another who 
shall have been minded to speak wisely. All 
turns on you and on your commands, therefore 
I will sav what I think will be best. No man 
will be of a truer mind than that which has been 
mine from the hour when you, sir, angered 
Achilles by taking the girl Briseis from his tent 
against my judgment. 1 urged you not to do so, 
hut you yielded to your own pride, and dis- 
honoured a hero w'hom heaven itself had hon- 
oured— for you still hold the prize that had been 
awarded to him. Now, however, let us think 
how w'e may appease him, both w'ith presents 
and fair speeches that may conciliate him.” 

[ns] And King Agamemnon answ'ercd, 
“Sir, you have reproved my folly justly. I was 
WTong. I own it. One w’hom heaven befriends 
is in himself a host, and Jove has shown that 
he befriends this man by destroying much 
people of the Achaeans. I was blinded with pas- 
sion and yielded to my worser mind; therefore 
I will make amends, and will give him great 
gifts by way of atonement. I will tell them in 
the presence of you all. I will give him seven 
tripods that have never yet been on the fire, and 
ten talents of gold. I will give him twenty iron 
cauldrons and twelve strong horses that have 
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won races and carried off prizes. Rich, indeed, 
both in land and gold is he that has as many 
prizes as my horses have w’on me. I will give 
him seven excellent v\'orkwomen, Lesbians, 
wiiom I chose for myself when he took Lesbos 
—all of surpassing ht'autv. I will give him the.se, 
and w ith them her whom I ercwhile took from 
him. the daughter of Briscus; and I swe.ir a 
great oath that I never went up into her couch, 
nor have been with her after the manner of 
men and w'ornen. 

[13s] these things will I give him now 
down, and if hereafter the gods vouchsafe me 
to sack the city of Priam, lot him come when 
we Achacans are dividing the spoil, and load 
his ship with gold and bronze to lus liking; 
furthemiore let him take twenty Trojan w^omen, 
the loveliest after Helen herself. Then, when 
we reach Achiean Argos, wealthiest of all lands, 
he shall be my son-in-law and I w’ili show him 
like honour with my owm dear son Orestes, 
who is being nurtured in all abundance. I have 
three daughters, Chrvsothemis, Laodice, and 
Iphianassa. let him take the one ol his choice, 
freely and w'ilhout gifts of wooing, to the house 
of Pcleus; 1 wall add such dower to boot as no 
man ever yet gave bis daughter, and will give 
him seven vvell established cities, Cardamyle, 
Enope, and Hire, where there is grass; holy 
Pherx and the rich meadows of Anthea; /E|>ea 
also, and the vine-clad of Pedasus, all 

near the sea, and on the borders of sandy Pylos. 
The men that dwell there arc rich in cattle and 
sheep; they will honour him with gifts as 
though he were a god, and he obedient to his 
comfortable ordinances. All this wall I do if he 
will now forgo his anger. Let him then yield— 
it is only I lades who is utterly ruthless and un- 
yielding— and hence he is of all gods the one 
most hateful to mankind. Moreover I am older 
and more royal than himself. Therefore, let him 
now obey me.” 

[163] Then Nestor answ^ered, “Most noble 
son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon. Ibe 
gifts you offer are no small ones, l<Et us then send 
clioscn messengers, who may gc^ to the tent of 
Achilles son of Peleus without dflay. Let those 
go whom I shall name. Let PKoinix, dear to 
Jove, lead the way; let Ajax and y lysscs follow, 
and let the heralds Odius and Euiyhates go 
with them. Now^ bring water for Our hands, and 
bid all keep silence while we pray to Jove the 
son of Saturn, if so be that he may have mercy 
upon us.” 

[^73] Thus did he speak, and his saying 
pleased them well. Men-servants poured water 
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over the hands of the guests, while pages filled 
the mixing-howls with wine and water, and 
handed it round after giving every man his 
drink-offering; then, when tliey liad made their 
offerings, and had drunk each as much as he 
was minded, the envoys set out from the tent 
of Agamemnon son of Atreus; and Nestor, kx)k- 
ing first to one and then (o another, l)ut most 
especially at Ulysses, w'as instant with them 
that they should prevail with the nohle son of 
Pelcus. 

[jSi] They went their way hy the shore of 
the sounding sea, and prayed earnestly to earth- 
encircling Neptune that the high spirit of the 
son of /Hacus might incline favoiiiahly towards 
them. When they reached the ships and tents 
of the Mynnidons, they found iXchilles playing 
on a Ivre, fair, of cunning workmanship, and its 
cross bar was of silver. It was part ol the spoils 
which he had taken when he sacked the city of 
Hetion, and he was now du erting himself with 
it and singing the feats of heroes. } Ic* was alone 
with J^itroclus, wl'r sat opposite to him and 
said nothing, waiting till he should cease sing- 
ing. Ulysses and Ajax now' came in— Ulysscs 
leading the vvay~and stood before him Achilles 
sprang from his seat with the Ivre still in his 
hand, and Patun.lus, w'hen he saw the strangers, 
rose also. Achilles then greeted them saying, 
"All hail and welcome— } on must come upon 
some great matter, you, who for all my anger 
arc still dearest to me of the .\chaeans.” 

[ With this he led them forward, and 
hade them sit on seats cen ered with purple mgs; 
then he said to Patroelus who was close hv him, 
“Son of Men(x^.tius, set a larger how’l upon the 
table, mix less water with the wine, and give 
every man his cuji, for these aie very dear 
friends, who .iie now undei my rool. ’ 

[205 ] Patroelus did ashisconirade hade him; 
he set the chojiping hloek in front of the fire, 
and on it he laid tlie loin of a sheep, the loin 
also of a goat, and the ehinc of a lat hog, Au- 
tomedon held the meat while Achilles chopped 
it; he then sliced the pieces and put them on 
spits while the son of Mena'tius made the fire 
Inirn high. When the flame had died down, he 
spread the embers, laid the spits on top of them, 
lilting them up and setting them upon the spit- 
racks; and he sprinkled them wdth salt. When 
th^ meat was roasted, he set it on platters, and 
handed bread round the table in fair baskets, 
while Achilles dealt them their portions. Then 
Achilles took his scat lacing Ulysses against the 
opposite w'all, and bade his comrade Patroelus 
oifer sacrifice to the gods; so he cast the offer- 


ings into the fire, and they laid their hands upon 
the good things that were before them. As soon 
as they had had enough to cat and drink, Ajax 
made a sign to Pheenix, and when he saw this, 
Ulysscs filled his cup with wine and pledged 
Achilles. 

/225J 'Tlail,'' said he, Achilles, we have 
had no scant ol good cheer, neither in the tent 
of Agamemnon, nor vet here; there has been 
plenty to eat and drink, but our thought turns 
upon no such matter. Sir, wc are in the face of 
great disaster, and without your help know' not 
whether w'c shall save our fleet or lose it. The 
Trojans and their allies have camped hard hy 
our ships and by the w'all: they have lit w'atch- 
fires throiiglioiit their host and deem that noth- 
ing can now prevent them from falling on our 
fleet. Jo\'c, moreover, has sent his lightnings on 
their right; Hector, m all his glory, rages like 
a maniac; confidrnt that Jove is w'ith him he 
leais neither god nor man, but is gone raving 
mad. and prays for the approach of day. 1 le 
VOW'S that he w ill hew the high stems of our 
ships in pieces, set fire to their hulls, and make 
havoc of the AchoL’ans W'hile they arc dazed and 
smotluTcd in smoke: 1 much fear that heaven 
will make good his boasting, and it wall prove 
our lot to perish at Tro\ far from our home in 
Argos. Up, then, and late though it be, sa\e the 
sons of the AcliLcans w’ho taint before the fury 
of the Trojans. You will repent bitterlv here- 
after if you do not, for when the hami is done 
there will he no curing it; consider ere it he too 
late, and save the Hanaans from destruction. 

[2.^2] “Mv good friend, w'hen your father 
Pcleus sent you fniii Phthia to .Agamemnon, 
did he not charge ^ou saving, ‘Son, Minerv'a 
and Juno will make you strong if they choose, 
but check your high temper, for the better part 
is in goodwill. Lschcnv \ain c|uarrclling, and 
the AchiiMiis old and young will respect you 
more for doing so.’ T hese were his w'ords, but 
you have forgotten them. E\ en n(nv, howcAcr, 
he appeased, and put awsiy vour anger from 
vou. Agamemnon w'ill make vou groat amends 
if you will forgive him; listen, and I wnll tell 
you what he has said in his tent that he will give 
you. lie will give \ou seven tripods that ha\e 
nc\'er vet been 011 the fire, and ten talents ol 
gold; twenty iron cauldrons, and twchc strong 
horses that have won races and carried off 
prizes. Rich indeed both in land and gold is he 
W’ho has as many prizes as these horses ha\'c 
w*on for Agamemnon. Moreover he will give 
you seven excellent w'orkwomen, Lesbians, 
whom he chose for himself, w’hen you took 
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Lesbos— all of surpassing beauty. He will give 
you these, and with them her whom he cre- 
while took from you, the daughter of Bristius, 
and he will swear a great oath, he has never 
gone up into her couch nor been with her after 
the manner of men and women. All these things 
will he give you now down, and if hereafter 
the gods vouchsafe him to sack the city of 
Priam, you can come when w'e Achacans are 
dividing the spoil, and load your ship with gold 
and bronze to your liking. You can take twenty 
Trojan women, the loveliest after Helen her- 
self. Then, when we reach Achaean Argos, 
wealthiest of all lands, you shall be his son-in- 
law, and he will show you like honour with his 
own dear son Orestes, who is being nurtured 
in all abundance. Agamemnon has three daugh- 
ters, Chr}^sothcmis, Laodicc, and Iphianassa; 
you may take the one of your choice, freely and 
without gifts of wooing, to the house of Pcicus; 
he will add such dower to boot as no man ever 
yet gave his daughter, and will give you seven 
well-established cities, Cardamyle, Enopc, and 
Hire where there is grass; holy Phene and the 
rich meadows of Anthea; /F.pea also, and the 
vinc-clad slopes of Pedasus, all near the sea, and 
on the borders of sandy Pylos. The men that 
dwell there are rich in cattle and sheep; they 
will honour you with gifts as though you were 
a god, and be obedient to your comfortable 
oruinances. All this will he do if you will now 
forgo your anger. Moreover, though you hate 
both him and his gifts with all your hearf, yet 
pity the rest of the Acha^ans who are being 
harassed in all their host; they will honour you 
as a god, and you will earn great glory at their 
hands. You might even kill I lector, he will come 
within your reach, for he is infatuated, and de- 
clares that not a Danaan whom the ships have 
brought can hold his own against him.'" 

[3077 Achilles answered, “Ulysses, noble son 
of Laertes, I should give you formal notice 
plainly and in all fixity of purpose that there be 
no more of this cajoling, from whatsr}cvcr (juar- 
ter it may come. Him do I hate even as the gates 
of hell who says one thing while he hides an- 
other in his heart; therefore I will say what I 
mean. I will lx; appeased neither by Agamem- 
non son of Atreus nor by any other of the 
Danaans, for I see that 1 have no thanks for 
all my fighting. He that fights fares no better 
than he that does not; coward and hero are held 
in equal honour, and death deals like measure 
to him who works and him who is idle. I have 
taken nothing by all my hardships— with my 
life ever in my hand; as a bird when she has 
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found a morsel takes it to her nestlings, and 
herself fares hardlv, even so many a long night 
have I been wareful, and many a bloody battle 
have I waged by day against those who were 
fighting for their women. With my ships I have 
taken twelve cities, and eleven round about 
Troy have I stormed with my men by land; 
I took great store of wealth from every one of 
them, but I gave all up to Agamemnon son of 
Atreus. He stayed where he was by his ships, 
yet of what came to him he gave little, and kept 
much himself. 

[334] “Nevertheless he did distribute some 
meeds of honour among the chieftains and 
kings, and these have them still; from me alone 
of the Aclueans did he take the woman in whom 
I delighted— let him keep her and sleep with 
her. VVhy, pray, must the Argives needs fight 
the Trojans? What made the son of Atreus 
gather the host and bring them? Was it not 
for the sake of Helen? Are the sons of Atreus 
the only men in the world who love their wives? 
Any man of common right feeling will love and 
cherish her who is his own, as I this woman, 
with my whole heart, though she was hut a 
fruitling of my spear. Agamemnon has taken 
her from me; lie has played me false; 1 know 
him; let him tempt me no further, for he shall 
not move me. Let him l(X)k to you, Ulysses, and 
to the other princes to save his ships from burn- 
ing. I le has done much without me already. He 
has built a wall; he has dug a trench deep and 
wide all round it, and he has planted it within 
W'ith stakes; but even so he stays nor the mur- 
derous might of I lector. So long as 1 fought 
among the Achteans Hector suffered not the 
battle to range far from the city walls; he would 
come to the Sciean gates and to the oak tree, 
but no further. Once he stayed to meet me— 
and hardly did he escape my onset: now, how- 
ever, since 1 am in no mood to fight him, I will 
to-morrow offer sacrifice to Jove and to all the 
gods; 1 will draw my ships into the water and 
then victual them duly; to-mon^)w morning, if 
you care to look, you will see ihy .ships on the 
I Icllcspont, and my men rowinaout to sea with 
might and main. If great Nep^ne vouch.safes 
me a fair passage, in three dafs I shall he in 
Phthia. I have much there th;^ 1 left behind 
me when I came here to my sor^3w, and I shall 
bring back still further store of gold, of red 
copper, of fair women, and of iron, my share of 
the spoils that we have taken; but one prize, he 
who gave has insolently taken away. Tell him 
all as I now bid you, and tell him in public that 
the Achaeans may hate him and beware of him 
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should he think that he can yet dupe others— 
for his effrontery never fails him, 

[^yz] for me, hound that he is, he dares 
not look me in the face. I will take no counsel 
with him, and will undertake nothing in com- 
mon with him. 11c has wronged me and de- 
ceived me enough, he shall not cozen me 
further; let him go his own way, for Jove has 
robbed him of his reason. I loathe his presents, 
and for himself care not one straw, i le may 
offer me ten or even twenty times what he 
has now done, nay— not though it be all that he 
has in the world, both now or ever shall have; 
he may promise me the wealth of Orchomenus 
or of Egyptian ITiebes, which is the richest city 
in the whole world, for it has a hundred gates 
through each of which two hundred men may 
drive at once with their chariots and horses; he 
may offer me gifts as the sands of the sea or the 
dust of the plain in multitude, but even so he 
shall not move me till I have been revenged in 
full for the bitter wrong he has done me. 1 will 
not marry bis d;mf?bfer: she may be fair as 
Venus, and skilful as Minerva, but I will have 
none of her: let another take her, who may be a 
good match for her and who niles a larger king- 
dom. If the gods spare me to return home, 
Peleus will find me a wife; there are Achaean 
women in Hellas and Phthia, daughters of 
kings that have cities under them; of these I 
can take whom I will and marry her. Many a 
time was I minded when at home in Phthia 
to woo and w'^cd a W'oman who would make me 
a suitable wife, and to enjoy the riches of my 
old father Pclcus. My life is more to me than all 
the wealth of Ilius w'hile it was yet at peace 
before the Achoeans went there, or than all the 
treasure that lies on the stone floor of Apollons 
temple beneath the cliffs of Pytho, Cattle and 
sheep are to be had for harrying, and a man may 
buy both tripods and horses if he wants them, 
but when his life has once left him it can 
neither be bought nor harried back again. 

[ 410 ] “My mother Thetis tells me that there 
are two ways in which 1 may meet my end. If 
I stay here and fight, I shall not return alive but 
my name will live for ever: whereas if I go 
home my name will die, but it will be long ere 
death shall take me. To the rest of you, then, I 
say, 'Go home, for you will not take Ilius.’ Jove 
hjiS held his hand over her to protect her, and 
her people have taken heart. Go, therefore, as 
ill duty 1x)und, and tell the princes of the Achae- 
ans the message that I have sent them; tell 
them to find some other plan for the saving of 
their ships and people, for so long as my dis- 


pleasure lasts the one that they have now hit 
upon may not be. As for Pheenix, let him sleep 
here that he may sail with me in the morning 
if he so will. But I will not take him by force.” 

[ 4 ^ 0 ] They all held their peace, dismayed at 
the sternness with which he had denied them, 
till presently the old knight Phoenix in his great 
fear for the ships of the Achaeans, burst into 
tears and said, “Noble Achilles, if you are now 
minded to return, and in the fierceness of your 
anger w'ill do nothing to save the ships from 
burning, how, my son, can I remain here w^ith- 
out you^ Your father Peleus hade me go with 
you when he sent you as a mere lad from Phthia 
to Agamemnon. You knew nothing neither of 
war nor of the arts whereby men make their 
mark in council, and he sent me with you to 
train you in all excellence of speech and action. 
Therefore, my son, I will not stay here w’itliout 
you— no, not though heaven itself vouchsafe 
to strip my years from off me, and make me 
young as I was when I first left Hellas the land 
of fair women. 1 was then flying the anger of 
mv father Amyntor, son of Ormenus, who was 
furious with me in the matter of his concubine, 
of whom he w^as enamoured to the wTonging of 
his wile my mother. My mother, therefore, 
prayed me w'irhout ceasing to lie w^ith the 
woman myself, that so she might hate my father, 
and in the course of time I yielded. But my 
father soon came to know, and cursed me bit- 
terly, calling the dread Erinyes to witness. I le 
praved that no son of mine might ever sit upon 
my knees— and the gods, Jove of the world be- 
low and awfful Proserpine, fulfilled his curse. 
I took counsel to kill him, but some god stayed 
my rashness and bade me think on men’s evil 
tongues and how^ I should be branded as the 
murderer of my father: nevertheless I could not 
bear to stay in my father's house w’ith him so 
bitter against me. My cousins and clansmen 
came afiiiut me, and pressed me sorely to re- 
main; many a sheep and many an ox did they 
slaughter, and many a fat hog did they set dowm 
to roast before the fire; many a jar, too, did they 
broach of my father s wine. Nine whole nights 
did they set a guard over me taking it in turns 
to watch, and they kept a fire always burning, 
both in the cloister of the outer court and in 
the inner court at the doors of the room wherein 
I lay; but when the darkness of the tenth night 
came, I broke through the closed doors of my 
room, and climbed the wall of the outer court 
after passing quickly and unperceived through 
the men on guard and the women servants. I 
then fled through Hellas till I came to fertile 
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Phthia, mother of sheep, and to King Peleus, 
who made me welcome and treated me as a 
father treats an only son who will lx* heir to 
all his wealth. lie made me rich and set me 
over much people, cstahlishing me on the bor- 
ders of Phthia w’here 1 was chief ruler over the 
Dolopians. 

[48s] “It was I, Achilles, who had the mak- 
ing of you; I loved \ou with all my heart: for 
you would cat neither at home nor when you 
had gone out elsewhere, till I had first set you 
upon my knees, cut up the dainty morsel that 
you were to eat, and held the wine-cup to your 
lips. Many a time have you slobbered you r w'ine 
in baby helplessness over my shirt; I had in- 
finite trouble with you, but I knew that heaven 
had vouchsafed me no offspring of my own, and 
I made a son of you. Achilles, that in my hour 
of need you might protect me. Now, therefore, 
I say battle with your pride and beat it; cherish 
not your anger for ever; the might Lind majesty 
of heaven are more than ours, but even heaven 
may be appeased; and if a man has sinned he 
prays the gods, and reconciles them to himself 
by his piteous cries and by frankincense, with 
drink-offerings and the savour of burnt sacrifice. 
For prayers are as daughters to great Jove, halt, 
wrinkled, with eyes askance, they follow in the 
fcK^tsteps of sin, who, being fierce and lloct of 
foot, leaves them far behind him, and ever 
baneful to mankind outstrips them even to the 
ends of the world; but nevertheless the prayers 
come hobbling and healing after. If a man has 
pity upon these daughters of Jove when they 
draw near him, they will bless him and hear 
him too when he is praying; but if he deny 
them and wall not listen to them, they go to 
Jove the son of Saturn and pray that he may 
presently fall into sin— to his niing bitterly 
hereafter. Therefore, Achilles, give these 
daughters of Jove due reverence, and how be- 
fore them as all good men will bow. Were not 
the son of Atreus offering you gifts and promis- 
ing others later— if he were still furious and im- 
placable — 1 am not he that would bid you throw 
off your anger and help the Aclimans, po matter 
how great their need; but he is giving much 
now, and more hereafter; he has sent liis cap- 
tains to urge his suit, and has chosen those who 
of all the Argives are most acceptable to you; 
make not then their words and their coming to 
be of none effect. Your anger has been righteous 
so far. We have heard in song how heroes of 
old time quarrelled when they were roused to 
fury, but still they could be won by gifts, and 
fair words could soothe them. 


ILIAD 

“I have an old story in my mind— a 
very old one— but you are all friends and I will 
tell it.ThcCurctesand the /Etolians were fight- 
ing and killing one another round Calydon— 
the /EtoliLins defending the city and the Ouretes 
trying to destroy it. For Diana of the golden 
throne w'as angry and did them hurt because 
CEneus had not offered her liis harvest first- 
fruits. I hc other gods had all been feiisted with 
hecatombs, but to the daughter of great Jove 
alone he had made no sacrifice. lie had for- 
gotten her, or somehow or other it had escaped 
him, and this was a grievous sin. Thereon the 
archer goddess in her displeasure sent a prodi- 
gious creature against him— a savage wilu-boar 
with great white tusks that did much hann to 
his orchard lands, uprooting apple-trees in full 
bloom and throwing them to the ground. But 
Meleager son of CEneus got huntsmen and 
hounds from many cities and killed it— for it 
W’as so monstrous that not a few were needed, 
and many a man did it stretch upon his funeral 
pyre. Dn this the goddess set tlie Curetes and 
the /Etolians fighting furiously aixmt the head 
and skin of the boar. 

“So long as Meleager w^as in the field things 
went badly with the Curetes, and for all their 
numbers they could not hold iheir ground 
under the city w'alls, hut in the couise of time 
Meleager was angered as evui a wise man will 
sometimes be. Me was incensed with his mother 
Altluxa, and therefore stayed at home wdth his 
wedded wife lair Cleopatra, who w^as daughter 
of Marpessa daughter of F^uenus, and of Ides 
the strongest man then living. 1 Ic it was who 
took his bow and faced King Apollo himself for 
fair Marpess.is sake; her father and mother 
then named her Alcyone, because her mother 
had mourned with the plaintive strains of the 
halcyon-bird wdien Phoebus Apollo had carried 
her off. Meleager, then, stayed at home with 
Cleopatra, nursing the anger which he felt by 
reason of his mother’s curses. FI is mother, griev- 
ing for the death of her brother, prayed the 
gods, and beat the earth with hey hands, calling 
upon I lades and on aw ful Proscri^ine; she went 
down upon her knees and lier posom was wet 
with tears as she prayed that tjicy would kill 
her son— and Erinys that walks darkness and 
knows no ruth heard her from Efehus. 

[57^] “Then WTis heard the din of battle 
about the gates of Calydon, and the dull thump 
of the battering against their walls. Thereon 
the ciders of the /Etolians besought Meleager; 
they sent the chiefest of their priests, and 
begged him to come out and help them, prom- 
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ising him a great reward. They bade him choose 
fifty plough-gates, the most fertile in the plain 
of Calydon, the one-half vineyard and the other 
open plough-land. T he old warrior QIneus im- 
plored him, standing at the threshold of his 
room and beating the doors in supplication. 
T lis sisters and his mother herself besought him 
sore, hut he the more refused them; those of 
his comrades who were nearest and dearest to 
him also piayed him, but they could not move 
him till the loe was battering at the very doors 
of his chamber, and the Curetes had scaled the 
walls and were setting fire to the city. Then 
at last his sorrowing wife detailed the horrors 
that befall those whose city is taken; she re- 
minded him how the men are slain, and the 
city is given over to the flames, while the 
women and children are carried into captuity; 
when he lu‘ard all this, his heart was touched, 
and he donned his annour to go forth. T hus of 
his own inwaid motion he saved the city of the 
A^tolians; bur thev now gave him nothing of 
those rich rewards thal tlicy had oflered earlier, 
and though he saved the city hc‘ took nothing 
hy it. Pk* not then, my son, thus minded, let 
not hea\'en lure you into any such course. 
When the ships are burning it will he a harder 
matter to sa\e them. Take the gifts, and go. for 
the Aclurans will then honour you as a god; 
whereas if you fight without taking them, you 
rnav heat the battle hack, Imt ycni will not be 
held in like hemour.” 

[606] And Achilles answered, ‘‘Phernix, old 
friend and father, I have no need of such hon- 
our. 1 hiive honour from Jove himself, which 
will abide with me at my ships while I have 
breath in my body, and my limbs are strong. I 
say further—and fay my saying to vour heart— 
vex me no more with this weeping and lamen- 
tation, all in the cause of the son of Atreus. 
Love him so well, and you may lose the lo\'e I 
bear you. You ought to help me rather in 
troubling those that trouble me; be king as 
much ns I am, and share like honour with my- 
self; the others shall take my answer; stay here 
yourself and sleep comfortably in your bed; at 
daybreak wc will consider whether to remain or 

go-'' 

[620] On this he nodded cjuictly to Patroclus 
as a sign that he was to prepare a bed for Phee- 
nix, and that the others should take their leave. 
Ajax son of Telamon then said, '‘Ulysses, noble 
son of Laertes, let us be gone, for 1 see that our 
journey is vain. Wc must now take our answer, 
unwelcome though it be, to the Danaans who 
are waiting to receive it. Achilles is savage and 
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remorseless; he is cruel, and cares nothing for 
the love his comrades lavished upon him more 
than on all the others. Tic is implacable— and 
yet if a man’s brother or son has been slain he 
will accept a fine by way of amends from him 
that killed him, and the wrongdoer having 
paid in full remains in peace among his own 
people, but as for you, Achilles, the gods have 
put a wicked unforgiving spirit in your heart, 
and this, all alxiUt one single girl, whereas w'e 
nowoTTer you the seven best we have, and much 
else into the bargain. Be then of a more gracious 
mind, respect the hospitality of vour own roof. 
We arc with you as nie.ssengers fiom the host 
of the Danaans, and would fain be held nearest 
and dearest to yourself of all the Aclueans." 

[644] "Ajax,” replied Achilles, "noble son of 
Telamon, you have spoken much to my liking, 
but my blood boils when I think it all o\ er, and 
remember how the son of Atreus treated me 
with contumely as though I were some vile 
tramp, and that too in the presence of the 
Argives Go, then, and deliver your message; 
say that I will have noconccni with fighting till 
ITectc>r, son of noble Priam, reaches the tents 
of the Myrmidons in his murderous course, and 
flings fire upon their ships. For all his lust of 
battle, 1 take it he will be held in check when 
he is at my own tent and bhip.” 

[6s(i] On this they took every man his dou- 
ble cup. made their drink ofTcrings, and went 
hack to the ships, Ulysses leading the wav. 
But Patroclus told his men and the maid-sen'- 
ants to make ready a comfortable bed for Phoe- 
nix, thev thcicforc did so with sheepskins, a 
rug, and a sheet of fine linen. The old man then 
laid himself down and waited till morning 
came. But Achilles slept in an inner roiiin, and 
beside him the daughter of Phorbas lo\ civ Dio- 
rnedt*, whom he had carried off from Lesbos. 
Patroclus lay on the other side of the room, and 
wath him fair Iphis whom Achilles had given 
him wlien he took ScyTOS the city of Enveus. 

[ 669 ] VMien the envoys reached the tents of 
the son of Atreus, the .Aclueans rose, pledged 
them in cups of gold, and began to question 
them. King Agamemnon was the first to do so. 
"Tell me, Ulysses,” said he, "will he save the 
ships from burning, or did he refuse, and is he 
still furious?” 

[6yy] Ulysses answered, "Most noble son of 
Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, Achilles will 
not he calmed, hut is more fiercely angry than 
ever, and spurns both you and your gifts. 1 le 
bids you lake counsel with the Achieans to save 
the ships and host as you best may; as for him- 
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self, he said that at daybreak he should draw 
his ships into the water. He said further that 
he should advise every one to sail home like- 
wise, for that you will not reach the goal of 
Ilius. 'Jove/ he said, ‘has laid his hand over the 
city to protect it, and the people have taken 
heart.^ This is what he siiid, and the others who 
were with me can tell you the same story— 
Ajax and the tw^o heralds, men, both of them, 
who may be trusted. The old man Phoenix 
stayed where he w^as to sleep, for so Achilles 
would have it, that he might go home with 
him in the morning if he so would; but he will 
not take him by force. 

[692] They all held their peace, sitting for 
a long time silent and dejected, by reason of the 
sternness with which Achilles had refused 
them, till presently Diomed said, “Most noble 
son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, you 


ILIAD 

ought not to have sued the son of Peleus nor 
offered him gifts. He is proud enough as it is, 
and you have encouraged him in his pride still 
further. Let him stay or go as he will. He will 
fight later when he is in the humour, and 
heaven puts it in his mind to do so. Now, 
therefore, let us all do as I say; we have eaten 
and drunk our fill, let us then take our rest, 
for in rest there is both strength and stay. But 
when fair rosy-fingered mom appears, forthwith 
bring out your host and your horsemen in front 
of the ships, urging them on, and yourself 
fighting among the foremost.'' 

[yioj Thus he spoke, and the other chief- 
tains approved his words. They then made their 
drink-offerings and went every man to his own 
tent, where they lay dovm to rest and enjoyed 
the boon of sleep. 
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N OW the other princes of the Achaeans 
slept soundly the whole night through, 
but Agamemnon son of Atreus was 
troubled, so that he a)uld get no rest. As when 
fair Juno s lord flashes his lightning in token of 
great rain or hail or snow when the snow-flakes 
whiten the ground, or again as a sign that he 
will open the wide jaws of hungry war, even so 
did Agamemnon heave many a heavy sigh, for 
his soul trembled within him. When he looked 
upon the plain of Troy he marvelled at the 
many W'atchfires burning in front of Ilius, and 
at the sound of pip^:, and flutes and of the 
hum of men, but when presently he turned 
towards the ships and hosts of the Achaeans, he 
tore his hair by handfuls before Jove on high, 
and groaned aloud for the very disejuietness of 
his soul. In the end he deemed it best to go at 
once to Nestor son of Ncleus, and see it be- 
tween them they could find any way of saving 
the Achaeans from destruction. He therefore 
rose, put on his shirt, lx)und his sandals about 
his comely feet, flung the skin of a huge tawny 
lion over his shoulders— a skin that reached his 
feet— and took his spear in his hand, 
li^J Neither could Menelaus sleep, for he, 
too, b(xled ill for the Argives who for his sake 
had Sidled from far over the seas to fight the 
Trojans. He covered his broad back with the 
skin of a spotted panther, put a casque of bronze 
upon his head, and took his spear in his hrawmy 
hand. Then he went to rouse his brother, who 
was by far the most powerful of the Achajans, 
and was honoured by the people as though he 
were a god. He found him by the stern of his 
ship already putting his goodly array about his 
shoulders, and riglit glad was he that his brother 
had come. 

Menelaus sp)ke first. “Why,’' said he, 
* my dear brother, are you thus anning? Are you 
going to send any of our comrades to exploit the 
Trojans? I greatly fear that no one will do you 
this service, and spy upon the enemy alone in 
the dead of night. It will be a deed of great 
daring." 

[42; And King Agamemnon answered. 


“Menelaus, we both of us need shrewd counsel 
to save the Argives and our ships, for Jove has 
changed his mind, and inclines towards Hec- 
tor s sacrifices rather than ours. I never saw nor 
heard tell of any man as having wrought such 
ruin in one day as Hector has now wrought 
against the sons of the Achaeans— and that too 
of his ow’n unaided self, for he is son neither to 
god nor goddess. The Argives will rue it long 
and deeply. Rua, therefore, with all speed by 
the line of the ships, and call Ajax and Idomc- 
neus. Meanwhile 1 will go to Nestor, and bid 
him rise and go about among the companies of 
our sentinels to give them their instructions; 
they will listen to him sooner than to any man, 
for his own son, and Meriones brother in arms 
to Idomencus, are captains over them. It was to 
them more particularly that w'e gave this charge." 

f6oJ Menelaus replied, “How do I take your 
meaning? Am 1 to stay with them and wait your 
coming, or shall 1 return here as soon as I have 
given your orders?" “Wait," answered King 
Agamemnon, “for there are so many paths about 
the camp that we might miss one another. Call 
every man on your way, and bid him be stirring; 
name him by his lineage and by his father s 
name, give each all titular observance, and 
stand not too much upon your own dignity; we 
must take our full share of toil, for at our birth 
Jove laid this heavy burden upon us." 

fy 2 j With these instructions he sent his 
brother on his way, and went on to Nestor 
shepherd of his people. He found him sleeping 
in his tent hard by his own ship; his goodly ar- 
mour lay beside him— his shield, his tw'o sj>ears 
and his helmet; beside him also lay the gleam- 
ing girdle with which the old man girded him- 
self when he armed to lead his people into bat- 
tle— for his age stayed him not. He raised him- 
self on his elbow and looked up at Agamemnon. 
“Who is it," said he, “that goes thus about the 
host and the ships alone and in the dead of 
night, when men are sleeping? Are you look- 
ing for one of your mules or for some comrade? 
Do not stand there and say nothing, but speak. 
What is your business?" 
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[By] And Agamemnon answered, “Nestor, 
son of Ncleus, honour to the Achxan name, it 
is I, iXgamemnon son of Atreus, on whom Jove 
has laid labour and sorrow so long as there is 
breath in niy body and my limbs carry me. I 
am thus abroad because sleep sits not upon my 
eyelids, but my heart is big with war and with 
the jeopardy of the Achaeans, I am in great 
fear for the Danaans. I am at sea, and witliout 
sure counsel; my heart beats as though it would 
leap out of my body, and my limbs fail me. If 
then you can do anything— for you too cannot 
sleep— let us go the round of the watch, and 
see whether they are drowsy with toil and 
sleeping to the neglect of theirduiy. I’he enemy 
is encamped hard by, and we know not hut he 
may attack us by night.'’ 

[102] Nestor replied, “Most noble son of 
Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, Jove will not 
do all for Hector that Hector thinks he will; he 
will have troubles yet in plenty if Achilles 
wall lay aside his anger. I will go with you, and 
we will rouse others, either the son of Tydeus, 
or Ulysses, or fleet Ajax and the valiant son of 
Phylcus. Some one had also better go and call 
Ajax and King Idomencus, for their ships are 
not near at hand but the farthest of all, 1 cannot 
however refrain from blaming Menelaus, much 
as 1 love him and respect him— and I will say so 
plainly, even at the risk of oflending you— for 
sleeping and leaving all this trouble to your- 
self. He ought to be going about imploring aid 
from all the princes of the Achseans, for w'C'arc 
in extreme danger.” 

[119] And Agamemnon answered, “Sir, you 
may sometimes blame him justly, for he is often 
remiss and unwilling to exert himself— not in- 
deed from sloth, nor yet hcedlessncss, but be- 
cause he looks to me and expects me to take the 
lead. On this occasion, however, he w'as awake 
before 1 was, and came to me of his own accord. 
I have already sent him to call the very men 
whom you have named. And now let us be go- 
ing. VVe shall find them with the w^atch outside 
the gates, for it was there 1 said that wc would 
meet them.” 

[127] “In that case,” answered Nestor, “the 
Argives will not blame him nor disobey his 
orders when he urges them to fight or gives 
them instructions.” 

li^i] With this he put on his shirt, and 
bound his sandals about his comely feet. He 
buckled on his purple coat, of two thicknesses, 
large, and of a rough shaggy texture, grasped 
his redoubtable bronze-shod spear, and wended 
his way along the line of the Achaian ships. 


First he called loudly to Ulysses peer of gods in 
counsel and w'oke him, for he was soon roused 
by the sound of the battlc-cry. f Ic came outside 
his tent and said, “Why do you go thus alone 
about the host, and along the line of the .ships 
in the stillness of the night? What is it that you 
find so urgent?" And Nestor knight of CkTcne 
answered, “Ulysses, noble son of J.aertes, take 
it not amiss, for the Acha^ans are in great 
straits. Come with me and let us wake some 
other, who may advise well w'ith us whether we 
shall fight or fly.” 

[148] On this Ulysses went at once into his 
tent, put his shield about his .shoulders and 
came out with them. First they went to Diomed 
son of IVdcus, and found him outside his tent 
clad in his armour uatli his comrades sleeping 
round him and using their shields as piilow's; as 
for their spears, they stood upright on the spikes 
of their butts that were driven into the ground, 
and the burnished bronze flashed alar like the 
lightning of father Jove. I'hc hero wais sleeping 
upon the skin of an ox, with a piece of fine 
carpet under his head; Nestor went up to him 
and stirred him wath Iiis heel to rouse him, up- 
braiding him and urging him to bestir himself. 
“Wake up," he exclaimed, “son of Tydeus. 
How^ can you sleep on in this way? Can you not 
sec that the IVoj.ms arc encamped on the brow 
of the plain hard by our ships, with but a little 
space b(’tv\'cca us and them?"''’" 

[ 162] On these \vt)rds Diomed leaped up in- 
stantly and said, “Old man, your heart is of 
iron; you rest not one moment from your la- 
bours. Arc there no younger men among the 
Acha'ans who could go about to rouse the 
princes? There is no tiring you.” 

[16S] And Nestor knight of Gorene made 
answ^er, “My son, all that you have said is true. 

I have good sons, and also much people who 
might call the chieftains, but the Achmans are 
in the gravest danger; life and death are bal- 
anced as it were on the edge of a razor. Go 
then, for you arc younger than I, and of your 
courtesy rouse Ajax and the fleet son of Phy- 
lcus." 

[177] Diomed threw the skih of a great 
tawny lion about his shoulders^a skin that 
reached his feet— and grasped hisJ spear. When 
he had roused the heroes, he brought them back 
with him; they then went the round of tliose 
who were on guard, and found the captains not 
sleeping at their posts but wakeful and sitting 
with their arms about them. As sheep dogs that 
watch their flocks when they are yarded, and 
hear a wild beast coming through the mountain 
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forest towards them—forthwith there is a hue 
and cry of dogs and men, and slumber is broken 
—even so was sleep chased from the eyes of the 
Achacans as they kept the watches of the wicked 
night, for they turned constantly tow'ards the 
plain whenever they heard any stir among the 
Trojans. The old man was glad and bade them 
be of good cheer. “Watch on, my children,*^ 
said he, “and let not sleep get hold upon you, 
lest our enemies triumph over us,” 

[194] With this he passed the trench, and 
with him the other chiefs of the Acha^ans who 
had been called to tlie council. Meriones and 
the brave son of Nestor went also, for the 
princes bade them. \A^hen they were beyond the 
trench that was dug round the wall they held 
their meeting on tlic open ground wdiere there 
w^as a space clear of corpses, for it was here that 
when night fell Hector had turned back from 
his onslaught on the Argives. 1 hey sat down, 
therefore, and held debate with one another. 

[zo^] Nestor spoke first. “My friends,” said 
he, “is there any man bold enough to venture 
among the Trej^in .uid cut off some straggler, 
or bring us news of wdiat the enemy mean to do 
—whether they will stay here by the ships away 
from the city, C)r whether, now that they have 
worsted the Acha'ans, they will retire within 
their walls. If he could learn all this and come 
hack safely here, his fame would be high as 
hea\ cn in the mouths of all men, and he w’ould 
be rewarded richly, for the chiefs from all our 
ships would each of them give him a black ewe 
with her lamb -which is a present of surpassing 
valuc—and he would be asked as a guest to all 
feasts and clan gatherings.” 

[21S] They all held their peace, but Diomed 
of the loud war cry spoke saying, “Nestor, 
gladly wall 1 visit tlie host of the Trojans over 
against us, but if another w ill go with me 1 shall 
do so in greater confidence and comfort. When 
tw'o men arc together, one of them may see some 
opportunity which the other has not caught 
sight of; if a man is alone he is less full of 
resource, and his wit is weaker.” 

[izy] On this several offered to go with 
Diomed. I'hc two Aja.xcs, servants of Mars, 
Meriones, and the son of Nestor all wanted to 
go, so did Mcnclaus son of Atreus; Ulysses also 
wished to go among tlie host of the 1 rojans, for 
he was ever full of daring, and thereon Aga- 
memnon king of men spoke thus; “Diomed,” 
said he, “son of Tydeus, man after my own 
heart, choose your comrade for yourself— take 
tlie best man of those that have offered, for 
many would now go with you. Do not through 
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delicacy reject the better man, and take the 
worst out of respect for his lineage, because he 
is of more royal blood.” 

[240} He said this because he feared for 
Menelaiis. Diomed answered, “If you bid me 
take the man of my own choice, how’ in that 
case can I fail to think of Ulysses, than whom 
there is no man more eager to face all kinds of 
danger— and Pallas Minerva loves him well? If 
he were to go with me w^e should pass safely 
through fire itself, for he is quick to see and 
understand.” 

[248] “Son of Tydeus,” replied Ulysses, 
“say neither good nor ill about me, for you are 
among Argives who know me well. Let us he 
going, for the night wanes and dawn is at hand, 
i'he stars have gone forward, two-thirds of the 
night arc already spent, and the third is alone 
left us.” 

[2S4] They then put on their armour. Brave 
7 ’hrasymedcs provided the son of Tydeus with 
a sword and a shield (for he had left his own at 
his ship) and on his head he set a helmet of 
hiill’s hide without either peak or crest; it is 
called a skull-cap and is a common headgear. 
Meriones found a bow and quiver for Ulysses, 
and on his head he set a leathern helmet that 
was lined with a strong plaiting of leathern 
thongs, while on the outside it was thickly 
studded with boar's teeth, well and skilfully 
set into it; next the head there was an inner 
lining of felt. \ his helmet had been stolen by 
Autolycus out of Eicon when he broke into the 
house of Amynlor son of Ormenus. He gave it 
to iVmphidamas of Cythera to take to Scandea, 
and Amphidainas gave it as a guest-gift to 
Molus, vA’ho gave it to his son Meriones; and 
now it was set upon the head of Ulysses. 

fzyi] When the pair had armed, they set 
out, and left the other chieftains behind them. 
Pallas Minen^a sent them a heron by the way- 
side upon their right hands; they could not sec 
it for the darkness, but they heard its cry. 
Lllysscs was glad when he heard it and prayed 
to Alinerva: “Hear me,” he cried, “daughter of 
aegis bearing Jove, you who spy out all my ways 
and who are with me in all my hardships; be- 
friend me in this mine hour, and grant that wc 
may return to the ships covered with glory 
after having achieved some mighty exploit that 
shall bring sorrow to the Trojans.” 

[28 i] Then Diomed of the loud war-cry also 
prayed: “Hear me too,” said he, “daughter of 
Jove, unwcariable; be with me even as you were 
with my noble father Tydeus when he went to 
Thebes as envoy sent by the Achaeans, He lef t 
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the Achaeans by the banks of the river /Esopus, 
and went to the city bearing a message of peace 
to the Cadmeians; on his return thence, with 
your help, goddess, he did great deeds of dar- 
ing, for you were his ready helper. Even so 
guide me and guard me now, and in return I 
will offer you in sacrifice a broad-browed heifer 
of a year old, unbroken, and never yet brought 
by man under the yoke. I will gild her horns 
and will offer her up to you in sacrifice. 

[ 2>95 ] Thus they prayed, and Pallas Minerva 
heard their prayer. When they had done pray- 
ing to the daughter of great Jove, they went 
their way like two lions prowling by night amid 
the annour and blood-stained bodies of them 
that had fallen. 

[zgg] Neither again did Hector let the Tro- 
jans sleep; for he too called the princes and 
councillors of the Trojans that he might set his 
counsel before them. “Is there one,' said he, 
“who for a great reward will do me the ser\’ice 
of which I w'ill tell you? He shall be well paid 
if he will. I wdll give him a chariot and a couple 
of horses, the fleetest that can be found at the 
ships of the Achaeans, if he will dare this thing; 
and he will win infinite honour to boot; he 
must go to the ships and find out whether they 
are still guarded as heretofore, or whether now 
that we have beaten them the Achaeans design 
to fly, and through sheer exhaustion are neglect- 
ing to keep their watches.'^ 

1 ^ 12 ] They all held their peace; but there 
was among the Trojans a certain man nam^d 
Dolon, son of Eumedes, th« famous herald— -a 
man rich in gold and bronze. He was ill- 
favoured, but a good runner, and was an only 
son among five sisters. He it was that now ad- 
dressed the Trojans. “I, Hector,” said he, “will 
go to the ships and will exploit them. But first 
hold up your sceptre and sw ear that you will 
give me the chariot, bedight with bronze, and 
the horses that now carry the noble son of 
Peleus. I will make you a good scout, and will 
not fail you. I will go through the host from one 
end to the other till I come to the ship of Aga- 
memnon, where I take it the princes of the 
Achaeans arc now* consulting whether tli ry shall 
fight or fly.” 

[^zS] When he had done speaking Hector 
held up his sceptre, and swore him his oath 
saying, “May Jove the thundering husband of 
Juno bear witness that no other Trojan but 
yourself shall mount those steeds, and that you 
shall have your will with them for ever.” 

[ 33^7 The oath he swore was bootless, but it 
made Dolon more keen on going. He hung his 


bow over his shoulder, and as an overall he 
wore the skin of a grey wolf, while on his head 
he set a cap of ferret skin. Then he took a 

E ointed javelin, and left the camp for the ships, 
ut he was not to return with any news tor 
Hector. When he had left the horses and the 
troops behind him, he made all speed on his 
way, but Ulysses perceived bis coming and said 
to Diomed, “Diomed, here is some one from the 
camp; I am not sure whether he is a spy, or 
whether it is some thief who would plunder 
the bodies of the dead; let him get a little past 
us, we can then spring upon him and take him. 
If, however, he is too quick for us, go after him 
with your spear and hem him in towards the 
ships away from the Trojan camp, to prevent 
his getting back to the town.” 

[ 349 ] With this they turned out of their way 
and lay down among the corpses. Dolon sus- 
pected nothing and soon passed them, but when 
he had got about as far as the distance by which 
a mule 'ploughed furrow exceeds one that has 
been ploughed by oxen (for mules can plough 
fallow land quicKcr than oxen) they ran after 
him, and when he heard their footsteps he 
stood still, for he made sure they were friends 
from the Trojan camp come by Hector’s orders 
to bid him return; when, however, they were 
only a spear s cast, or less, away from him, he 
saw that they were enemies and ran away as 
fast as his legs could take him. The others gave 
chase at once, and as a couple of well-trained 
hounds press foru^ard after a doc or hare that 
runs screaming in front of them, even so did 
the son of 1 ydeus and Ulysses pursue Dolon 
and cut him off from his own people. But when 
he had fled so far towards the ships that he 
would soon have fallen in with the outposts, 
Minerva infused fresh strength into the son of 
Tydeus for fear some other of the Achaeans 
might have the glory of being first to hit him, 
and he might hiinseJf be only second; he there- 
fore sprang forward with his spear and said, 
“Stand, or 1 shall throw my s{>ear, and in that 
case I shall soon make an end of Vou.” 

[S 7 z] He threw as he spoke, jbut missed his 
aim on purpose. The dart flew aver the man's 
right shoulder, and then stuck m the ground. 
He stood stock still, trembling anp in great fear; 
his teeth chattered, and he turhed pale with 
fear. The two came breathless up to him and 
seized his hands, whereon he began to weep 
and said, “Take me alive; I will ransom myself; 
we have great storeofgold, bronze, and wrought 
iron, and from this my father will satisfy you 
with a very large ransom, should he hear of my 
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being alive at the ships of the Achaeans.” 

[^02] *Tear not/’ replied Ulysses, “let no 
thought of death be in your mind; but tell me, 
and tell me true, why are you thus going about 
alone in the dead of night away from your 
camp and towards the ships, while other men 
are sleeping^ Is it to plunder the bodies of the 
slain, or did Hector send you to spy out what 
was going on at the ships? Or did you come here 
of your own mere notion?” 

[392] Dolon answered, his limbs trembling 
beneath him: “Hector, with his vain flattering 
promises, lured me from my better judgement. 
He said he would give me the horses of the 
noble son of Peleus and his bronze bedizened 
chariot; he bade me go through the darkness of 
the flying night, get close to the enemy, and 
find out whether the ships are still guarded as 
heretofore, or whether, now that we have beaten 
them, the Achaeans design to fly, and through 
sheer exhaustion are neglecting to keep their 
watches.” 

[400] Ulysses smiled at him and answered, 
“You had intleed sec your heart upon a great 
reward, but the horses of the descendant of 
^lacus arc hardly to be kept in hand or driven 
by any other mortal man than Achilles himself, 
whose mother was an immortal. But tell me, 
and tell me tnic, where did you leave Hector 
when you started? Where lies his armour and 
his horses? I low, too, are the watches and sleep- 
ing-ground of the I rojans ordered? What arc 
their plans? Will they stay here by the ships 
and away from the city, or now that they have 
w'orsted the Aclucans, will they retire within 
their walls?” 

[412] And Dolon answered, “I will tell you 
tmly all. Hector and the other councillors are 
now^ holding conference by the monument of 
great Ilus, away from the general tumult; as for 
the guards about which you ask me, there is no 
chosen watch to keep guard over the host. The 
Trojans have their watch fires, for they are 
bound to have them; they, therefore, are awake 
and keep each other to their duty as sentinels; 
but the allies who have come from other places 
are asleep and leave it to the Trojans to keep 
guard, for their wives and children are not 
here.” 

[42^] Ulysses then said, “Now tell me; are 
thev sleeping among the Trojan troops, or do 
they lie apart? Explain this that 1 may under- 
stand it.” 

[426] “I will tell you truly all,” replied Do- 
lon. “To the seaward lie the Carians, the Pae- 
onian bowmen, the Leleges, the Cauconians, 


and the noble Pelasgi. The Lysians and proud 
Mysians, with the Phrygians and Mconians, 
have their place on the side towards Tliymhra; 
but why ask about all this? If you want to find 
your way into the host of the Trojans, there 
are the I’hracians, who have lately come here 
and He apart from the others at the far end of the 
camp; and they have Rhesus son of Eioneus for 
their king. His horses are the finest and strong- 
est that I have ever seen, they are whiter than 
snow and fleeter than any wind that blows. 
His chariot is bedight with silver and gold, and 
he has brought his marvellous golden armour, 
of the rarest workmanship— too splendid for 
any mortal man to carry, and meet only for the 
gods. Now, therefore, take me to the ships or 
bind me securely here, until you come back and 
have proved my words whether they be false 
or true.” 

[447] Diomed looked sternly at him and an- 
sw'ered, “Think nSt, Dolon, for all the good in- 
formation you have given us, that you shall 
escape now you are in our hands, for if we 
ransom you or let you go, you will come some 
second time to the ships of the Achaeans either 
as a spy or as an open enemy, but if I kill you 
and make an end of you, you will give no more 
trouble.” 

[4S4] On this Dolon would have caught him 
by the beard to beseech him further, but Dio- 
med struck him in the middle of his neck with 
his sword and cut through both sinews so that 
his head fell rolling in the dust w^hile he W’as 
yet speaking. Ihcy took tlie ferret-skin cap 
from his head, and also the wolf-skin, the bow, 
and his long s})ear. Ulysses hung them up aloft 
in hommr of Mincn’a the goddess of plunder, 
and prayed saying, “Accept these, goddess, for 
we give them to you in preference to all the 
gods in Olpnpus: therefore speed us still fur- 
ther tov\Mrds the horses and sleeping-ground of 
the Tliracians.” 

[46s] With these words he lookup the spoils 
and set them upon a tamarisk tree, and they 
marked the place by pulling up reeds and gath- 
ering houghs of tamarisk that they might not 
miss it as they came back through the flying 
hours of darkness. 'T he two then went onw'ards 
amid the fallen annour and the blood, and came 
presently to the company of Thracian soldiers, 
who were sleeping, tired out w'ith their day’s 
toil; their goodly armour was lying on the 
ground beside them all orderly in three rows, 
and each man had his yoke of horses beside 
him. Rhesus was sleeping in the middle, and 
hard by him his horses were made fast to the 
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topmost rim of his chariot. Ulysses from some 
way off saw him and said, "This, Diomed, is 
the man, and these are the horses about which 
Dolon whom we killed told us. Do your very 
utmost; dally not about your armour, but loose 
the horses at once- -or else kill the men yourself, 
w^hilc I see to the horses." 

[482] Thereon Minerva put courage into 
the heart of Diomed, and he smote them right 
and left. They made a hideous groaning as they 
were being hacked about, and the earth was red 
with their blood. As a lion springs furiously 
upon a flock of sheep or goats when he finds 
them without their shepherd, so did the son of 
Tydeus set upon the Thracian soldiers till he 
had killed twelve. As he killed them Ulysses 
came and drew them aside by their feet one by 
one, that the horses might go forward freely 
without being frightened as they passed over 
the dead bodies, for they were not yet used to 
them. When the son of Tydeus came to the 
king, he killed him too (which made thirteen), 
as he w’as breathing hard, for by the counsc*! of 
Minerva an evil dream, the seed of QEneus, 
hovered that night over his head. Meanwhile 
Ulysses untied the horses, made them fast one 
to another and drove them off, striking them 
with his bow, for he had forgotten to take the 
whip from the chariot. Then he whistled as a 
sign to Diomed. 

[503] But Diomed stayed where he was, 
thinking what other daring deed he might ac- 
complish. He was doubting w hether to take the 
chariot in which the king’s armour was lying, 
and draw it out by the pole, or to lift the ar- 
mour out and carry it off; or w^hether again, he 
should not kill some more Thracians. While he 
W’as thus hesitating Minerx^a came up to him 
and said, "Get back, Diomed, to the ships, or 
you may be driven thither, should some other 
god rouse the Trojans." 

[512] Diomed knew that it was the goddess, 
and at once sprang upon the horses. Ulysses 
beat them with his bow and they flew onward 
to the ships of the Achaeans. 

[5^5] But Apollo kept no blind look-out 
when he saw Minerva with the son of 1 ydeus. 
He was angry with her, and coming to the host 
of the Trojans he roused llippocoon, a coun- 
sellor of the Thracians and a noble kinsman of 
Rhesus. He started up out of his sleep and saw 
that the horses were no longer in their place, 
and that the men were gasping in their death- 
agony; on this he groaned aloud, and called 
upon his friend by name. 'ITien the whole Tro- 
jan camp was in an uproar as the people kept 
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hurrying together, and they marv^clled at the 
deeds ol the heroes who had now got away to- 
wards the ships. 

[^azS] When they reached the place where 
they had killed Hector’s scout, Ulysses stayed 
his horses, and the son of d ydeus, leaping to 
the ground, placed the blood stained spoils in 
the hands of Ulysses and remounted: then he 
lashed the horses onwards, and they flew for- 
ward nothing loth tow^ards the ships as though 
of their own free will. Nestor was first to hear 
the tramp of their feet. "My friends," said he, 
"princes and counsellors of the Argives, shall I 
guess right or wrong?— -but I must say what I 
think: there is a sound in my ears as of the 
tram}) of horses. I hope it may be Diomed and 
Ulysses driving in horses from tlie Trojans, but 
I much fear that the bravest of the ^Vrgives may 
have come to some harm at their hands." 

[S4o] He had hardly done speaking when 
the two men came in and dismounted, whereon 
the others shook hands right gladly with them 
and congratulated them. Nestor knight of Ge- 
rene was first to question them. "I’cll me," said 
he, "renowned Ulysses, how did you two come 
by these horses? Did you steal in among the 
I’rojan forces, or did some god meet you and 
give them to you? They are like sunbeams. I 
am well conversant uith the I rojans, for old 
warrior though 1 am I never hold hack by the 
ships, but J never yet saw or'^heard of such 
horses as these are. Surely some god must have 
met you and given them to you, for you are 
both of you dear to Jove, and to Jove's daughter 
Minerva." 

[554] And Ulysses answered, "Nestor son of 
Ncleus, honour to the Achican name, heaven, 
if it so will, can give us even better horses than 
these, for the gods are far mightier than we are. 
These horses, however, about which you ask 
me, are freshly come from Tlirace. Diomed 
killed their king with the twelve bravest of his 
companions, f lard by the ships we took a thir- 
teenth man— a scout whom Hector and the 
other Trojans had sent as a spy u}xin our shi})s." 

J564J He lauglied as he spoke and drove the 
horses over the ditch, while the otjier Acha*ans 
followed him gladly. When they*^ reached the 
strongly built quarters of the soh of Tydeus, 
they tied the horses with thongs ;of leather to 
the manger, where the steeds of Diomed stood 
eating their sweet corn, but Ulysses hung the 
blood-stained spoils of Dolon at the stern of his 
ship, that they might prepare a sacred offering 
to N^inerva. As for themselves, they went into 
the sea and washed the sweat from their bodies, 
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and from their necks and thighs. When the sea- done and had anointed themselves with oil, 
water had taken all the sweat from off them, they sat down to table, and drawing from a full 
and had refreshed them, they went into the mixing-bowl, made a drink-offering of wine to 
baths and washed themselves. After they had so Minerva. 
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A ND now as Dawn rose from her couch be- 
side Tithoniis, harbinger of light alike 
X Jl to mortals and immortals, Jove sent 
fierce Discord with the ensign of war in her 
hands to the ships of the Achjrans. She took 
her stand by the huge black hull of Ulysses’ 
ship which was middlemost of all, so that her 
voice might carry farthest on either side, on the 
one hand towards the tents of Ajax son of Tela- 
mon, and on the other towards those of Achilles 
—for these two heroes, well-assured of their own 
strength, had valorously drawn up their ships 
at the two ends of the line. There she took her 
stand, and raised a cry both loud and shrill that 
filled the Achaeans with courage, giving them 
heart to fight resolutely and with all theirmight, 
so that they had rather stay there and do battle 
than go home in their ships. 

[ if] The son of Atreus shouted aloud and 
bade the Argives gird themselves for battje 
while he put on his armour. First he girded his 
goodly greaves about his legs, making them fast 
W'ith ancle-clasps of silver; and about his ebest 
he set the breastplate which Cinyras had once 
given him as a guest gift. It had been noised 
abroad as far as Cyprus that the Achaeans were 
about to sail for Troy, and therefore he gave it 
to the king. It had ten courses of dark cyanus, 
twelve of gold, and ten of tin. There v/crc 
serpents of cyanus that reared themselves up 
tow'ards the neck, three upon either side, like 
the rainbows which the son of Saturn has set 
in heaven as a sign to mortal men. About his 
shoulders he threw his sword, studded with 
bosses of gold; and the scabbard was of silver 
with a chain of gold wherewith to hang it. I le 
took moreover the richly -dight shitld that 
covered his body when he was in battle— fair to 
see, with ten circles of bronze running all round 
it. On the body of the shield there were twenty 
bosses of white tin, with another of dark cyanus 
in the middle: this last was made to show a 
Gorgon’s head, fierce and grim, with Rout and 
Panic on either side. The oand for the arm to 
go through was of silver, on which there was a 
writhing snake of cyanus with three heads that 


sprang from a single neck, and w^ent in and out 
among one another. On his head Agamemnon 
set a helmet, with a peak before and behind, 
and four plumes of horse hair that nodded 
menacingly above it; then he grasped two re- 
doubtable bronze shod spears, and the gleam of 
his armour shot from him as a flame into the 
firmament, while Juno and Minerva thundered 
in honour of the king of rich Mycene. 

[ 47 ] Every man now left his horses in charge 
of his charioteer to hold them in readiness by 
the trench, while he went into battle on foot 
clad in full armour, and a mighty uproar rose 
on high into the dawning. The chiefs w-ere 
anned and at the trench before the horses got 
there, but these came up presently. The son of 
Saturn sent a portent of evil sound about their 
host, and the dew fell red with blood, for he 
was about to send many a brave man hurrying 
down to I lades. 

[s 6 ] The Trojans, on the other side upon the 
rising slope of the plain, were gathered round 
great Hector, noble Polydamas, /!2neas who 
was honoured by the Trojans like an immortal, 
and the three sons of Antenor, Polybus, Agenor, 
and young Acamas beauteous as a god. I lector’s 
round shield showed in the front rank, and as 
some baneful star that shines for a moment 
through a rent in the clouds and is again hidden 
beneath them; even so was I lector now seen in 
the front ranks and now again in the hinder- 
most, and his bronze armour gleamed like the 
lightning of aegis-bearing Jove. 

[ 6 y] And now as a band of reapers mow 
swathes of wheat or barley upo0 a rich man’s 
land, and the sheaves fall thicU before them, 
even so did the Trojans and Ach^ans fall upon 
one another; they were in no moid for yielding 
but fought like wolves, and neither side got the 
better of the other. Discord was glad as she be- 
held them, for she was the only god that went 
among them; the others were riot there, but 
stayea quietly each in his own home among the 
defls and valleys of Olympus. All of tliem 
blarned the son of Saturn for wanting to give 
victory to the Trojans, but father Jove heeded 
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them not: he held aloof from all, and sat apart 
in his all-glorious majesty, looking down upon 
the city otthe Trojans, the ships of the Acnaj- 
ans, the gleam of bronze, and alike upon the 
slavers and on the slain. 

[84] Now so long as the day waxed and it 
was still morning, their darts rained thick on 
one another and (he people perished, but as the 
hour drew nigh when a woodman working in 
some mountain forest will get his midday meal 
—for he has felled till his hands arc weary; he is 
tired out, and must now have food— then the 
Danaans with a cry that rang through all their 
ranks, broke the battalions of the enemy. Aga- 
memnon led them on, and slew first Bienor, a 
leader of his people, and afterwards his com- 
rade and charioteer Oileus, who sprang from 
his chariot and was corning full towards him; 
but Agamemnon struck him on the forehead 
with his spear; his bronze visor was of no avail 
against the weapon, which pierced both bronze 
and bone, so that his brains were battered in 
and he was killed in full fight. 

[q<j] Aganiciniion stripped their shirts from 
off them and left them with their breasts all 
bare to lie where they had fallen. Me then went 
on to kill Isus and Antiphus two sons of Priam, 
the one a bastard, tlie other horn in w'cdlock; 
they were in the same chariot— the bastard driv- 
ing, while noble Antiphus fought beside him. 
Achilles had once taken both of them prisoners 
in the glndcs of Ida, and had bound them with 
fresh withes as they were shepherding, but he 
had taken a ransom for them; now, however, 
Agamemnon son of Atreus smote Isus in the 
chest above the nipple with his spear, while 
he struck Antiphus hard by the car and threw 
him from his chariot. Forthwitli he stripped 
their goodly armour from off them and recog- 
nized them, for he had already seen them at the 
ships when Achilles brought them in from Ida. 
As a lion fastens on the fawns of a hind and 
crushes them in his great jaws, robbing them of 
their tender life while he is on his w^ay back to 
his lair— the hind can do nothing for them even 
though she be close by, for she is in an agony 
of fear, and flics through the thick forest, sw'cat- 
ing, and at her utmost speed before the mighty 
monster— so, no man of the Trojans could help 
Isus and Antiphus, for they were themselves 
flying in panic before the Argives. 

[122] Then King Agamemnon took the two 
sons of Antimvichus, Pisandcr and brave Hip- 
polochus. It was Antiinachus who had been 
foremost in preventing I lelen's being restored 
to Menelaus, for he was largely bribed by Alex- 


andrus; and now Agamemnon took his two 
sons, both in the same chariot, trying to bring 
their horses to a stand— for they had lost hold 
of the reins and the horses were mad with fear, 
llie son of Atreus sprang upon them like a 
lion, and the pair besought him from their 
chariot. “Take us alive," they cried, “son of 
Atreus, and you shall receive a great ransom 
for us. Our father Antimachus has great store 
of gold, bronze, and wrought iron, and from 
this he will satisfy you with a very large ransom 
should he hear of our being alive at the ships 
of the Achaeans." 

[1^6] With such piteous words and tears 
did they beseech the king, but they heard no 
pitiful answ'er in return. “If," said Agamemnon, 
“you are sons of Antimachus, who once at a 
council of Trojans proposed that Menelaus and 
Ulysses, who had come to you as envoys, should 
be killed and not sulTcrcd to return, you shall 
now pay for the foul iniquity of your father." 

[ 14^1 As he spoke he felled Pisander from his 
chariot to the earth, smiting him on the chest 
with his spear, so that he lay face uppermost upon 
the ground. Ilippolochus fled, hut him t(K) did 
Agamemnon smite; he cut off his hands and his 
head— v\ hich he sent rolling in among the crowd 
as though It were a ball. There he let them lx>th 
lie, and wherever the ranks w’eie thickest 
thither he flew, while the other Achseans fol- 
lowed. Foot soldiers drove the foot soldiers of 
the foe in rout be! ore them, and slew them; 
horsemen did the like by horsemen, and the 
thundering tramp of the horses raised a cloud 
of dust from off the plain. King Agamemnon 
followed after, ever slaying them and cheering 
on the Achacans. As when some mighty forest 
is all ablaze— the eddying gusts whirl fire in all 
directions till the thickets shrivel and are con- 
sumed before the blast of the flame— even so fell 
the heads of the flying Trojans before Agamem- 
non son of Atreus, and many a noble pair of 
steeds drew an empty chariot along the high- 
ways of war, for lack of drivers who were lying 
on the plain, more useful now to vultures than 
to their waves. 

/ i ^3 j Jove drew Mector away from the darts 
and dust, with the carnage and din of battle; 
but the son of Atreus sped onwards, calling out 
lustily to the Danaans. They flew on by the 
tomb of old Ilus, son of Dardanus, in the middle 
of the plain, and past the place of the wild fig- 
tree making always for the city— the son of 
Atreus still shouting, and with hands all be- 
drabhled in gore; but when they had reached 
the Seaman gates and the oak tree, there they 
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halted and waited for the others to come up. 
Meanwhile the Trojans kept on flying over 
the middle of the plain like a herd ot cows 
maddened with fright when a lion has attacked 
them in the dead of night— he springs on one 
of them, seizes her neck in the grip of his strong 
teeth and then laps up her blood and gorges 
himself upon her cntrails—even so did King 
Agamemnon son of Atreus pursue the foe, ever 
slaughtering the hindmost as they fled pell- 
mell before him. Many a man was flung head- 
long from his chariot by the hand of the son of 
Atreus, for he wielded his spear with fury. 

[i8j] But when he was just about to reach 
tlie high wall and the city, the father of gods 
and men came down from heaven and took his 
seat, thunderbolt in hand, upon the crest of 
many-fountained Ida, f le then told Iris of the 
golden w'ings to Cdny a message for him. “Go,” 
said he, “fleet Iris, and speak thus to Hector- 
say that so long as he sees Agamemnon heading 
his men and making havtx: of the Trojan ranks, 
he is to keep aloof and bid the others bear the 
brunt of the battle, but when Agamemnon is 
w^ounded either by spear or arrow', and takes to 
his chariot, then will I vouclisafc him strength 
to slay till he reach the ships and night falls at 
the going down of the sun.” 

[i^s] Iris hearkened and obeyed. Dowm she 
went to strong Ilius from the crests of Ida, and 
found Hector son of Priam standing by his 
chariot and horses. Then she said, “Hector son 
of Priam, peer of gods in counsel, father Jove 
has sent me to bear you this message— so long 
as you see Agamemnon heading his men and 
making havoc of the 1 rojan ranks, you are to 
keep aloof and bid the others bear the brunt of 
the battle, but when Agamemnon is wounded 
either by spear or arrows and takes to his chariot, 
then will Jove vouchsafe you strength to slay 
till you reach the ships, and till night falls at 
the going down of the sun.” 

[no] When she had thus spoken Iris left 
him, and Hector sprang full armed from his 
chariot to the ground, brandishing his spear as 
he went about everywhere among the host, 
cheering his men on to fight, and stirring the 
dread strife of battle. The Trojans then wheeled 
round, and again met the Achaeans, while the 
Argives on their part strengthened their bat- 
talions. The battle was now in array and they 
stood face to face with one another, Agamem- 
non ever pressing fonvard in his eagerness to he 
ahead of all others. 

[218] Tell me now ye Muses that dwell in 
the mansions of Olympus, who, whether of the 


Trojans or of tlieir allies, was first to face Aga- 
memnon? It was Iphidamas son of Antenor, a 
man botli brave and of great stature, who was 
brought up in fertile Thrace the mother of 
sheep. Cisscs, his mother s father, brought him 
up in his own house when he was a child— 
Cisscs, father to fair Thcano. When he reached 
manhood, Cisscs w'ould have kept him there, 
and was for giving him his daughter in mar- 
riage, hut as soon as he had married he set out 
to fight the Aeha^ans with twelve ships that fol- 
lowed him : these he had left at Percotc and had 
come on by land to Ilius. He it was that now 
met Agamemnon son of Atreus. When they 
were close up with one another, the .son of 
Atreus missed his aim, and Iphidamas hit him 
on the girdle below the cuirass and then flung 
himself upon him, trusting to his strength of 
arm; the girdle, however, was not pierced, nor 
nearly so, for the point of the spear struck 
against the silver and w'as turned aside as 
though it had been lead: King Agamemnon 
caught it from his hand, and drew it towards 
him with the fury of a lion; he then drew his 
sword, and killed Iphidiimas by striking him on 
the neck. So there the poor fellow lay, sleeping 
a sleep as it were of bronze, killed in the de- 
fence of his fellow-citizens, 1 ar from his wedded 
wife, of whom he had had no joy though he 
had given much for her: he had given a hun- 
dred head of cattle down, arfd had promised 
later on to give a thousand sheep and goats 
mixed, from the countless flocks of which he 
was possessed. Agamemnon son of Aticus then 
despoiled him, and carried oil his aTiTioiir into 
the host of the Achaeans. 

[248] When noble Coon, Antenor's eldest 
son, saw this, sore indeed were his eyes at the 
sight of his fallen brother. Unseen by Agamem- 
non he got beside him, spear in hand, and 
wounded him in the middle of his arm below 
the elbow\ the point of the spear going right 
through the arm. Agamemnon was convulsed 
with pain, but still not even for this did he leave 
off struggling and fighting, hut grasped his spear 
that flew as fleet as the wind, and sprang upon 
Coon who was trying to drag off flie body of his 
brother— his father s son— by theifoot, and was 
cr}^ing for help to all the bravest of his com- 
rades; but Agamemnon stmek: him with a 
bronze-shod spear and killed him as he was 
dragging the dead body through the press of 
men under cover of his shield: he then cut off 
his head, standing over the body of Iphidamas. 
Th IS did the sons of Antenor meet their fate 
at the hands of the son of Atreus, and go down 
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into the house of Hades. 

[ 164 ] As long as the blood still welled warm 
from his wound Agamemnon went about at- 
tacking the ranks of the enemy with spear and 
sword and with great handfuls of stone, but 
when the blood had ceased to flow and the 
wound grew dry, the jiain became great. As 
the sharp pangs which the Eilithuiae, goddesses 
of childbirth, daughters of Juno and dispensers 
of cruel pain, send upon a woman wlien she is 
in labour- even so sharp were the pangs of the 
son of Atreus. He sprang on to his chariot, and 
bade his charioteer drive to the ships, for he 
was in great agony. With a loud clear voice he 
shouted to the Danaans, “My friends, princes 
and counsellors of the Argives, defend the ships 
yourselves, for Jove has not suifered me to fight 
the whole day through against the Trojans." 

[2^0] With th is the charioteer turned his 
horses towards the ships, and they flew forw^ard 
nothing loth. Their chests were white w'ith 
foam and their bellies lA'ith dust, as they drew 
the wounded king cut of the battle. 

[2^4] When Hector saw Agamemnon quit 
the field, he shouted to the Trojans and Lycians 
saying, “ I rojans, I.ycians, and Dardanian war- 
riors, be men, my friends, and acquit yourselves 
in battle bravely, their best man has left them, 
and Jo\e has vouchsafed me a great triumph; 
charge the foe with )our chariots that you may 
win still greater glory." 

[29 I J With these wurds he put heart and 
soul into them all, and as a huntsman hounds 
his dogs on against a lion or wild boar, even so 
did 1 lector, peer of Mars, hound the proud 
I’rojans on against the Aeh:eans. Full of hope 
he plunged in among the foremost, and fell on 
the fight like some fierce tempest that swoops 
down upon the sea, and lashes its deep blue 
waters into hiry. 

[299/ What, then, is the full talc of those 
whom Hector son of Priam killed in the hour 
ot triumph which Jove then vouehsiifed him? 
First Asa^us, Autonous, and Opites; Dolups son 
of Clytius, Opheltius and Agclaus; /H.symnus, 
Orus and I lipponoiis steadfast in battle; these 
chieftains of the Achieans did I lector slay, and 
then he fell upon the rank and file. As w^hen 
the west wind hustles the clouds of the white 
south and beats them down with the fierceness 
of 'ts fury—thc waves of the sea roll high, and 
the spray is flung aloft in the rage of the w^an- 
dcring wind— even so thick were the heads of 
them that fell by the hand of Hector. 

[3107 All had then been k^st and no help for 
it, and the Achaeans would have fled pell-mell 


to their ships, had not Ulysses cried out to 
Diomed, “Son of Tydeus, what has happened 
to us that we thus forget our prow'ess? Come, 
my good fellow, stand by my side and help me, 
we shall be sliamcd for ever if I lector takes the 
ships." 

[316] And Diomed answered, “Come what 
may, I will stand firm; but we shall have scant 
joy of it, for Jove is minded to give victory to 
the Trojans rather than to us." 

[^20] With these words he struck Thym- 
brseiis from his chariot to the ground, smiting 
him in the left breast with his spear, while 
Ulysses killed Molion who was his squire. 
These they let lie, now that they had stopped 
their fighting; the two heroes then went on 
playing havoc with the foe, like two wild boars 
that turn in fury and rend the hounds that hunt 
them. Thus did they turn upon the Trojans 
and slay them, and the Achaeans were tliankful 
to have breathing time in their flight from 1 lec- 
tor. 

73287 They then took two princes with their 
chariot, the two sons of Merops of Pcrcote, who 
excelled ail others in the arts of divination. He 
had forbidden his sons to go to the war, but 
they would not obey him, for fate lured them 
to their fall. Diorncd son of Tydeus slew them 
both and stripped them of their armour, while 
111) sses killed Hippodaiiius and Hypeirochus. 

7336/ And now the son of Saturn as he 
looked down from Ida ordained that neither 
side should have the advantage, and they kept 
on killing one another. "Fhe son of dydeus 
speared Agastrophiis son of Picon in the hip- 
joint with his spear. I lis chariot was not at hand 
for him to flv with, so blindly confident had he 
been. His squire was in charge of it at some 
distance and he was fighting on foot among the 
foremost until he lost his life. Elector soon 
marked the havoc Diomed and Ulysses were 
making, and bore down upon them with a loud 
cry, followed by the Trojan ranks; brave 
Diomed was dismayed when he saw them, and 
said to Ulysses who was beside him, “Circat 
Hector is bearing down upon us and we shall 
be undone; let us stand firm and wait his onset." 

7 -S 497 He poised his spear as he spoke and 
hurled it, nor did he miss his mark. He had 
aimed at Hector’s head near the top of his 
helmet, but bronze was turned by bronze, and 
I lector was untouched, for the spear was stayed 
by the visored helm made with three plates of 
metal, which Phadms Apollo had given him. 
Hector sprang back with a great bound under 
cover of the ranks; he fell on his knees and 
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propped himself with his brawny hand leaning 
on th^round, for darkness had fallen on his 
eyes. Tne son of Tydeus having thrown his 
spear dashed in among the foremost fighters, 
to the place where he had seen it strike the 
ground; meanwhile Hector recovered himself 
and springing back into his chariot mingled 
with the crowd, by which means he saved his 
life. But Diomed made at him with his spear 
and said, '‘Dog, you have again got away 
though death was close on your heels. Pha:bus 
Apollo, to whom I w^een you pray ere you go 
into battle, has again saved you, nevertheless I 
will meet you and make an end of you here- 
after, if there is any god who will stand by me 
too and be my helper. For the present I must 
pursue those whom I can lay hands on.” 

[^68] As he spoke he began stripping the 
spoils from the son of Pseon, but Alexandrus 
husband of lovely Helen aimed an arrow at 
him, leaning against a pillar of the monument 
w^hich men had raised to llus son of Dardanus, 
a ruler in days of old. Diomed had taken the 
cuirass from off the breast of Agastrophus, his 
heavy helmet also, and the shield from off his 
shoulders, when Paris drew his bow and let fly 
an arrow that sped not from his hand in vain, 
but pierced the flat of Diomed s right foot, go- 
ing right through it and fixing itself in the 
ground. Thereon Paris with a hearty laugh 
sprang forward from his hiding-place, and 
taunted him saying, “You are wounded— my 
arrow has not been shot in vain; would thtit it 
had hit you in the belly and killed you, for thus 
the Trojans, who fear you as goats fear a lion, 
would have had a truce from evil.” 

[384] Diomed all undaunted answered, 
“Archer, you who without your bow are noth- 
ing, slanderer and seducer, if you were to be 
tried in single combat fighting in full armour, 
your bow and your arrows would serve you in 
little stead. Vain is your boast in that you have 
scratched the sole of my foot. I care no more 
than if a girl or some silly l)oy bad hit me. A 
worthless coward can inflict but a light wound; 
when I wound a man though I but graze his 
skin it is another matter, for my weapon will 
lay him low. His wife will tear her cheeks for 
grief and his children will be fatherless: there 
will he rot, reddening the earth with his blood, 
and vultures, not women, will gather round 
him." 

/’396J Thus he spoke, but Ulysses came up 
and stood over him. Under this cover he sat 
down to draw the arrow from his foot, and 
sharp was the pain he suffered as he did so. 
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Then he sprang on to his chariot and bade the 
charioteer drive him to the ships, for he was 
sick at heart. 

[401] Ulysses was now alone; not one of 
the Argive*s stood by him, for they were all 
panic-stricken. “Alas,” said he to himself in his 
dismay, “what will become of me? It is ill if I 
turn and fly before these odds, but it will be 
worse if I am left alone and taken prisoner, for 
the son of Saturn has stnick the rest of the 
Danaans with panic. But why talk to myself 
in this way? Well do I know that though cow- 
ards (]uit the field, a hero, whether he wound 
or be wounded, must stand firm and hold his 
own.” 

[4J 1] While he was thus in two minds, the 
ranks of the Trojans advanced and hemmed 
him in, and bitterly did they come to me it. As 
hounds and lusty youths set upon a wild boar 
that sallies from bis lair whetting his white 
tusks— they attack him from every side and 
can hear the gnashing of his jaws, hut for all his 
fierceness they still hold their ground— even so 
furiously did the Trojans attack Ulysses. First 
he sprang spear in hand upon Deiopites and 
wounded him on the shoulder with a down- 
ward blow; then he killed 1 boon and Enno- 
mus. After these he struck Chersidamas in the 
loins under his shield as he had just sprung 
down from his chariot; so he fell in the dust 
and clutched the earth in tKe hollow of his 
hand. These he let lie, and went on to wound 
Charops son of Hippasus own brother to noble 
Socus. Socus, hero that he was, made all speed 
to help him, and when he was close to Lllysses 
he said, “Far-famed Ulysses, insatiable of craft 
and toil, this day you shall either boast of hav- 
ing killed both the sons of Hippasusand stripped 
them of their armour, or you shall fall before 
my spear.” 

[4S4] With these words he struck the shield 
of Ulysses. The spear went through the shield 
and passed on through his richly wrought cui- 
rass, tearing the flesh from his side, but Pallas 
Minerva did not suffer it to pie^e the entrails 
of the hero. Ulysses knew that hp hour was not 
yet come, but he gave ground an 4 said to Socus, 
“Wretch, you shall now surely |die. You have 
stayed me from fighting further with the i ro- 
jans, but you shall now fall by niy spear, yield- 
ing glory to myself, and your soul to I lades of 
the noble steeds.” 

[446] Socus had turned in flight, but as he 
did so, the spear struck him in the hack midway 
between the shoulders, and went right through 
his chest. He fell heavily to the ground and 
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Ulysses vaunted over him saying, *‘0 Socus, 
son of Hippasus tamer of horses, death has been 
too quick for you and you have not escaped 
him: poor wretch, not even in death shall your 
father and mother close your eyes, but the 
ravening vultures shall enshroud you with the 
flapping of their dark wings and devour you. 
Wh ereas even though I fall the Achajans will 
give me my due rites of burial/" 

[4^6] So saying he drew Socus’s heavy spear 
out of his flesh and from his shield, and the 
blood welled forth when the spear was with- 
drawn so that he was much dismayed. When 
the Trojans saw that Ulysses was bleeding they 
raised a great shout and came on in a body to- 
wardshim;hc therefore gave ground, and called 
his comrades to come and help him. Thrice did 
he cry as loudly as man can cry, and thrice did 
brave Menclaus hear him; he turned, therefore, 
to Ajax who was close beside him and said, 
*'Ajax, noble son of Telamon, captain of your 
people, the cry of Ulysses rings in my cars, as 
though the Trojiin ^ b'ld cut him off and were 
worsting him while he is single-handed. Let us 
make our way through the throng; it will be 
well that we defend him; I fear he may c'ome 
to harm for all his valour if he be left without 
support, and the Danaans would miss him 
sorely/" 

[472] He led the way and mighty Ajax went 
with him. The Trojans had gathered round 
Ulysses like ravenous mountain jackals round 
the carcase of some horned stag that has been 
hit with an arrow— the stag has fled at full speed 
so long as his blood was warm and his strength 
has lasted, but when the arrow has overcome 
him, the savage jackals devour him in the shady 

! ;lades of the forest. Then heaven sends a fierce 
ion thither, whereon the jackals fly in terror 
and the lion robs them of their prey— even so 
did Trojans many and brave gather round crafty 
Uly.sses, but the hero stood at bay and kept 
them off with his spear. Ajax then came up 
with his shield before him like a wall, and stood 
hard by, whereon the Trojans fled in all direc- 
tions. Menelaus took Ulysses by the hand, and 
led him out of the press while his squire brought 
up his chariot, but Ajax rushed furiously on the 
Trojans and killed Doryclus, a bastard son of 
Priam; then he wounded Pandocus, Lysandrus, 
Pyrasus, and Pylartes; as some swollen torrent 
comes rushing in full flood from the mountains 
on to the plain, big with the rain of heaven- 
many a dry oak and many a pine does it engulf, 
and much mud does it bring down and cast into 
the sea— even so did brave Ajax chase the foe 
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furiously over the plain, slaying both men and 
horses. 

[497] Hector did not yet know what Ajax 
was doing, for he was fignting on tho^extreme 
left of the battle by the banks of the river 
Scamander, where the carnage was thickest and 
the war-cry loudest round Nestor and brave 
Idomcneus. Among these Hector was making 
great slaughter with his spear and furious driv- 
ing, and was destroying the ranks that were op- 
posed to him; still the Achaeans w^ould have 
given no ground, had not Alexandras husband 
of lovely Helen stayed the prowess of Machaon 
shepherd of his people, by wounding him in the 
right shoulder with a triple-barbed arrow. The 
Achaians were in great fear that as the fight 
had turned against them the Trojans might 
take him prisoner, and Idomcneus said to Nes- 
tor, “Nestor son of Neleus, honour to the Achae- 
an name, moun| your chariot at once; take 
Machaon with you and drive your horses to the 
ships as fast as you can. A physician is worth 
more than several other men put together, for 
he can cut out arrows and spread healing 
herbs."’ 

[5^5] Nestor knight of Gerene did as Idom- 
eneus had counselled; he at once mounted his 
chariot, and Machaon son of the famed physi- 
cian /^sculapius went with him. He lashed his 
horses and they flew onward nothing loth to- 
wards the ships, as though of their own free 
will. 

[$21] Then Cebrioncs seeing the Trojans in 
confusion said to Hector from his place beside 
him, “Hector, here are we two fighting on the 
extreme wing of the battle, while the other 
Trojans are in pell-mell rout, they and their 
horses. Ajax son of Telamon is driving them 
before him; I know him by the breadth of his 
shield: let us turn our chariot and horses 
thither, where horse and foot are fighting most 
desperately, and where the cry of battle is loud- 
est/" 

[ssi] With this he lashed his goodly steeds, 
and when they felt the whip they drew the 
chariot full speed among the Achaeans and 
Trojans, over the bodies and shields of those 
that had fallen: the axle was bespattered with 
blood, and the rail round the car was covered 
with splashes both from the horses" hoofs and 
from the tyres of the wheels. Hector tore his 
way through and flung himself into the thick of 
the fight, and his presence threw the Danaans 
into confusion, for his spear was not long idle; 
nevertheless though he went among the ranks 
with sword and spear, and throwing great stones, 
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he avoided Ajax son of Telamon, for Jove 
would have been angry with him if he had 
fought a better man than himself. 

[^44fiiThcn father Jove from hishigh throne 
struck fear into the heart of Aja\, so that he 
stood there dazed and threw his shield behind 
him— looking fearfullv at the throng of his foes 
as though he were some wild beast, and turn- 
ing hither and thither but crouching slowly 
backwards. As peasants with their hounds chase 
a lion from their stockyard, and watch by night 
to prevent his carr\nng off the pick of their 
herd— he makes his greedy spring, but in vain, 
for the darts from many a strong hand fall thick 
around him, with burning brajids that scare 
him for all his fury, and when morning comes 
he slinks foiled and angry^ away— even so did 
Ajax, sorely against his will, retreat angrily 
before the Trojans, fearing for the ships of the 
Achaeans. Or as some lazy ass that has had 
many a cudgel broken about his hack, when he 
gets into a field begins eating the com— boys 
beat him but he is too many for them, and 
though they lay about with their sticks they 
cannot hurt him; still when he has had his fill 
they at last drive him from the field— even so 
did the Trojans and their allies pursue great 
Ajax, ever smiting the middle of his shield with 
their darts. Now and again he would turn and 
show^ fight, keeping back the battalions of the 
Trojans, and then he would again retreat; hut 
he prevented any of them from making his^way 
to the ships. Single-handed he stood midway 
between the Trojans and Achaean*-*: the spears 
that sped from their hands stuck some of them 
in his mighty shield, w’hile many, though 
thirsting for his blocjd, fell to the ground ere 
they could reach him to the wounding of his 
fair flesh. 

[575] Now when Eurypylus the brave son 
of Eusemon saw that Ajax w^as being over- 
powered by the rain of arrows, he went up to 
him and hurled his spear. He struck Apisaon 
son of Phausius in the liver belcnv the midriff, 
and laid him low. Eurypylus sprang upon him, 
and stripped the armour from his shoulders; but 
when Alexandnis saw him, he aimed an arrow 
at him which struck him in the right thigh; the 
arrow broke, but the point that was left in the 
wound dragged on the thigh; he drew back, 
therefore, under cover of his comrades to save 
his life, shouting as he did so to the Danaans, 
‘'My friends, princes and counsellors of the 
Argives, rally to the defence of Ajax who is 
being overpowered, and I doubt whether he 
will come out of the fight alive. Hither, then, to 
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the rescue of great Ajax son of Telamon,” 

[592] Even so did he cry when he was 
wounded; thereon the others came near, and 
gathered round him, holding their shields up- 
wards from their shoulders so as to give him 
cover. .Ajax then made towards them, and 
turned round to stand at bay as soon as he had 
reached his men. 

[^gCiJ Thus then did they fight as it were a 
flaming fire. Meanwhile the marcs of Ncleus, 
all in a lather with sweat, were hearing Nestor 
out of the fight, and with him Macliaon shep- 
herd of his people. Achilles s;iw and took note, 
for he was standing on the stern of his ship 
watching the hard stress and struggle of the 
fight. He called from the ship to his comrade 
Patrc^clus, who heard him in the tent and came 
out kx)king like Mars himself— heie indeed was 
the beginning of the ill that presently befell 
him. “Why,'' said he, “Achilles, do you call me? 
what do you want with mcr“ And Achilles an- 
sw'cred, “Noble son of Mcmrtius, man after 
my own heart, I take it that I shall now have 
the Achac'ans praying at mv knees, for they are 
in great straits; go, Patroclus, and ask Nestor 
who it is that he is hearing away bounded from 
the field, from his hack I should sav it was 
Machaon son of zEsculapius, but I could not 
see his face for the horses went by me at full 
speed." 

[616] Patroclus did as his dear comrade had 
hidden him, and set off ninning by the ships 
and tents of the Aclueans. 

[6 18 1 When Nestor and Machaon had 
reached the tents of the son of Nelcus, they dis- 
mounted, and an enquire, Eurymedon, took the 
horses from the cliariot. The pair then stood in 
the breeze by the seaside to dr)^ the sweat from 
their shirts, and when they had so done they 
came inside and took their seals. Fair Heca- 
medc, whom Nestor had had awarded to him 
from Tenedos when Achilles tex^k it, mixed 
them a mess; she was daughter of wise Arsin- 
ous, and the Ach.eans had givci) her to Nestor 
because he excelled all of them iti counsel. First 
she set for them a fair and wcll-^ade tabic that 
had feet of cyanus; on it there Uvas a vessel of 
bronze and an onion to give Teli$h to the drink, 
with honey and cakes of barldy-mcal. There 
was also a cup of rare workmanship which the 
old man had brought with him from home, 
studded with Ixisses of gold; it had four handles, 
on each of which there were two golden doves 
feeding, and it had two feet to stand on. Any 
one else would hardly have been able to lift 
it from the table when it was full, but Nestor 



BOOK XI 


could do so quite easily. In this the woman, as 
fair as a goddess, mixed them a mess with Pram- 
nian wine; she grated goat's-milk cheese into it 
with a bronze grater, threw in a handful of 
white barley-meal, and having thus prepared 
the mess she bade them drink it. When they 
had done so and had thus quenched their thirst, 
they fell talking with one another, and at this 
moment Patroelus appeart^d at the door. 

[64s] When the old man saw him he sprang 
from his seat, seized his hand, led him into the 
tent, and bade him take his place among them; 
but Patroelus stood where he was and said, 
“Noble sir, I may not stay, you cannot persuade 
me to come in; he that sent me is not one to he 
trifled with, and he bade me ask who the 
wounded man was whom you were bi*aring 
away from the held. I can now see for mvself 
that he IS jMaehaon slu^pherd of his people. I 
must go hack and tell Achilles. You, sir, know 
what a terrible man he is, and how ready to 
blame even where no blame should lie.*' 

/by 5/ And Ncstrr answered, “Why should 
Achilles care to know how many of the Ach;i?- 
ans may be wounded? 1 Ic recks not of the dis- 
may that reigns in our liost; our most valiant 
chieftains lie disabl'd, biave Dioincd son of 
fvdeus is wounded; so arc Ulysses and Aga- 
memnon, Fuiypvlus lias Ixcn hit with an airow 
m the thigh, and 1 have just been bringing this 
man from tlic field— he too w’ounded with an 
arrow; nevertheless Achilles, so valiant though 
he be, cares not and knows no ruth. Will he 
wait till the ships, do what we mav, arc in a 
blaze, anil we perish one upon the other? As for 
me, I have no strength nor stay in me any 
longer; would that 1 w ere still voung and strong 
as m the days when there wms a fight between 
us and the men of Elis about some cattle- 
raiding. I then killed Itymoneus the valiant son 
of Hypeirochus a dweller in Elis, as I was driv- 
ing in the spoil; he was hit by a dart thrown 
by my hand while fighting in the front rank 
in defence of his cows, so he fell and the 
country people around him were in great fear. 
VVe drove off a vast quantity of booty from the 
plain, filly herds of cattle and as many flocks of 
sheep; fiftv droves also of pigs, and as many 
wide spreading flocks of goats. Of horses more- 
over we seized a hundred and fifty, nil of them 
ma-es, and many had foals running w'ith them. 
All these did we drive hv night to Pylus the 
city of Nclcus, taking them within the city; and 
the heart of Nelcus was glad in that I had taken 
so much, though it was the first time I had ever 
been in the field. At daybreak the heralds went 


round crying that all in Elis to whom there was 
a debt owing should come; and the leading 
Pylians assembled to divide the spoils. There 
were many to whom the Epcans owed chattels, 
for we men of Pylus were few and had been 
oppressed with wrong; in former years Her- 
cules had come, and had laid his hand heavy 
upon us, so that all our best men had perished. 
Nelcus had had tw'clve sons, but I alone was 
left; the others had all been killed. The Epcans 
presuming upon all this had looked dowm upon 
us and had done us much evil. My father chose 
a he rd of cattle and a great flock of sheep— three 
hundred in all— and he took their shepherds 
with him, for there was a great debt due to him 
in Elis, to wit four horses, winners of prizes. 
They and their chariots with them had gone to 
the games and were to run for a tripod, but 
King Augcas took them, and sent back their 
driver grieving for the loss of his horses. Neleus 
was angered by what he had IxDth said and 
done, and took great value in return, hut he 
divided the rest, that no man might have less 
than his full share. 

I706J “1 bus did we order all things, and 
ofler sacrifices to the gods throughout the city; 
but three days afterwards the Epcans came in 
a body, many in number, they and their char- 
iots, in full array, and wuth them the tw'o Mo- 
liones in their armour, though they wx^re still 
lads and unused to fighting. Now there is a cer- 
tain town, Thixoessa, perched upon a rock on 
the liver Alpheus, the border city of Pylus; this 
they would destroy, and pitched their camp 
about it, but when tlioy had crossed their whole 
plain, Minerva daited down by night from 
Olympus and bade u.^ set ourselves in array; and 
she found willing soldiers in Pylos, for the men 
meant fighting. Nelcus would not let me ann, 
and hid my horses, for he said that as yet I 
could know nothing alnml war; nevertheless 
Minerva so ordered the fight that, all on foot 
as I was, 1 fought among our mounted forces 
and vied with the foremost of them. 'Eherc is a 
river Minyeius that falls into the sea near 
Arcne, and there they that w ere mounted (and 
I with thorn) waited till morning, when the 
companies of foot soldiers came up with us in 
force. Thence in full panoply and equipment 
w^e came towards noon to the sacred waters of 
the Alpheus, and there w^e offered victims to 
almighty Jove, with a bull to Alpheus, another 
to Neptune, and a herd-heifer to Minerva. After 
this wc took supper in our companies, and laid 
us down to rest each in his armour by the river. 

[7^2] “The Epeans were beleaguering the 
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city and were determined to take it, but ere this 
might be there was a desperate fight in store 
for them. When the sun's rays began to fall 
upon the earth we joined battle, praying to 
Jove and to Minerv^a, and when the fight had 
begun, I was the first to kill my man and take 
his horses— to wit the warrior Mulius. He was 
son-in-law to i\ugeas, ha\ong married his eldest 
daughter, golden-haired Agamed^, who knew 
the virtues of every herb which grows upon 
the face of the earth. I speared him as he was 
coming towards me, and when he fell headlong 
in the dust, I sprang upon his chariot and took 
my place in the front ranks. The Epeans fled 
in all directions when they saw the captain of 
their horsemen (the best man they had) laid 
low, and I swept down on them like a whirl- 
wind, taking fifty chariots— and in each of them 
two men bit the dust, slain by my spear. I 
should have even killed the two Moliones sons 
of Actor, unless their real father, Neptune lord 
of the earthquake, had hidden them in a thick 
mist and home them out of the fight. Thereon 
Jove vouchsafed the Pylians a great victory, for 
we chased them far over the plain, killing the 
men and bringing in their armour, till we had 
brought our horses to Buprasium rich in wheat 
and to the Olenian rock, with the hill that is 
called Alision, at which point Minerva turned 
the people back. ITierc I slew the last man and 
left him; then the Achaeans drove their horses 
back from Buprasium to Pylos and gave thanks 
to Jove among the gods, and among mortal men 
to Nestor. 

[762] *‘Such was I among my peers, as surely 
as ever was, but Achilles is for keeping all his 
valour for himself; bitterly will he rue it here- 
after when the host is being cut to pieces. My 
good friend, did not Menoetius charge you thus, 
on the day w'hen he sent you from Phthia to 
Agamemnon? Ulysses and I were in the house, 
inside, and heard all that he said to you; for we 
came to the fair house of Peleus while beating 
up recruits throughout all Achaea, and when wc 
got there we found Menoetius and yourself, and 
Achilles with you. The old knight Peleus was 
in the outer court, roasting the fat thigh-bones 
of a heifer to Jove the lord of thunder; and he 
held a gold chalice in his hand from which he 
poured drink-offerings of wine over the burn- 
ing sacrifice. You two were busy cutting up the 
heifer, and at that moment we stood at the 
gates, whereon Achilles sprang to his feet, led 
us by the hand into the house, placed us at 
table, and set before us such hospitable enter- 
tainment as guests expect. When wc had satis- 


fied ourselves with meat and drink, I said my 
say and urged both of you to join us. You were 
ready enough to do so, and the two old men 
charged you much and straitly. Old Peleus bade 
his son Achilles fight ever among the foremost 
and outvie his peers, while Menoetius the son 
of Actor spoke thus to you: ‘My son,’ said he, 
‘Achilles is of nobler birth than you are, but 
you are older than he, though he is far the better 
man of the two. Counsel him wisely, guide him 
in the right way, and he will follow you to his 
own profit.’ llius did your father charge you, 
but you have forgotten; nevertheless, even now, 
say all this to Achilles if he will listen to you. 
Who knows but with heaven’s help you may 
talk him over, for it is good to take a friend s 
advice. If, however, he is fearful about some 
oracle, or if his mother has told him something 
from Jove, then let him send you, and let the 
rest of the Myrmidons follow with you, if per- 
chance you may bring light and saving to the 
Danaans. And let him send you into battle clad 
in his own armour, that the Trojans may mis- 
take you for him and leave off fighting; the 
sons of the Achaean s may thus have time to get 
their breath, for they are hard pressed and there 
is little breathing time in battle. You, who arc 
fresh, might easily drive a tired enemy back to 
his walls and away from the tents and ships.” 

[S04] With these words he moved the heart 
of Patrocliis, who set off ruaning by the line 
of the ships to Achilles, descendant of y^acus. 
When he had got as far as the ships of Ulysses, 
where w^as their place of assembly and court of 
justice, with their altars dedicated to the gtxls, 
Eurypylus son of Euicmon met him, wounded 
in the thigh with an arrow, and limping out of 
the fight. Sweat rained from his head and 
shoulders, and black blood welled from his 
cruel wound, but his mind did not wander. 
71 ic son of Menoetius when he saw him had 
compassion upon him and spoke piteously say- 
ing, “O unhappy princes and counsellors of 
the Danaans, are you then d<x)iiicd to feed the 
hounds of I’roy with your fat, j far from your 
friends and your native land? say| noble Eurypy- 
lus, will the Achaeans be ablq to hold great 
Hector in check, or will they ftll now before 
his spear?” | 

[82^] Wounded Eurypylus ;^made answer, 
“Noble Patroclus, there is no hope left for the 
Achasans but they will perish at their ships. All 
they that were princes among us are lying 
struck down and wounded at the hands of the 
Trojans, who are waxing stronger and stronger. 
But save me and take me to your ship; cut out 
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the arrow from my thigh; wash the black blood 
from oflF it with warm water, and lay upon it 
those gracious herbs which, so they say, have 
been shown you by Achilles, who was himself 
shown them by Chiron, most righteous of all 
the centaurs. For of the physicians Podalirius 
and Machaon, I hear that the one is lying 
wounded in his tent and is himself in need of 
healing, while the other is fighting the Trojans 
upon the plain.” 

[^37] *‘Ilcro Eurypylus,” replied the brave 
son of Men(jetius, “how may these things be? 
What can 1 do? I am on my w'ay to bear a mes- 
sage to noble Achilles from Nestor of Gcrcnc, 
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bulwark of the Achaeans, but even so I will not 
be unmindful of your distress.” 

[842] With this he clasped him round the 
middle and led him into the tent, and a servant, 
when he saw him, spread bullock-skins on the 
ground for him to lie on. lie laid him at full 
length and cut out the sharp arrow from his 
thigh; he washed the black blood from the 
wound with warm water; he then crushed a 
bitter herb, rubbing it bctw’een his hands, and 
spread it upon the wound; this was a virtuous 
herb which killed all pain; so the wound pres- 
ently dried and the blood left off flowing. 
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S O THE son of Menoetius was attending to 
the hurt of Eurypylus within the tent, hut 
the Argives and Trojans still fought des- 
perately, nor were the trench and the high wall 
above it, to keep the Trojans in check longer. 
They had built it to protect their ships, and had 
dug the trench all round it that it might safe- 
guard both the ships and the rich s})oils which 
they had taken, hut they had not olfered heca- 
tombs to the gods. It had been built without the 
consent of the immortals, and therefore it did 
not last. So long as Hector lived and Aehilles 
nursed his anger, and so long as the city of 
Priam remained imtaken, the great wall of the 
Acha'ans stood firm, but when the bravest of 
the T rojans were no more, and many also of the 
Argives, though some were yet left ali\'e— 
when, moreo\cr, the city was sacked in the 
tenth year, and the Argi\'es had gone hack with 
their ships to their own country— then Neptune 
and Apollo took counsel to destroy the wall, and 
they turned on to it the streams of all the rivers 
from Mount Ida into the sea, Rhesus, Heptap- 
orus, Caresus, Rhodius, Grenieus,/Esopus, and 
goodiv Scamander, with Simois, where many a 
shield and helm had fallen, and riianv a hero 
of the race of demigods had bitten the dust. 
Phfrbus Apollo turned tlie mouths of all these 
rivers together and made them Bow for nine 
days against the wall, while Jove rained the 
whole time that he might wash it sooner into 
the scea. Neptune himself, trident in hand, sur- 
veyed the work and threw into the sea all the 
foundations of beams and stones w'hich the 
Achaeans had laid W'ith so much toil; he made 
all level by the mighty stream of the Hellespont, 
and then when he had swept the wall away he 
spread a great beach of sand over the place 
where it had been. This done he turned the 
rivers hack into their old courses. 

[^ 4 ] This was w'hat Neptune and Apollo 
were to do in after time; but as yet battle and 
turmoil were still raging round the wall till its 
timbers rang under the blows that rained upon 
them. The Argives, cowed by the scourge of 
Jove, were hemmed in at their ships in fear of 


Hector the mighty mini.Htcr of Rout^ W’ho as 
heretofore fought with the force and fury of a 
w’hirhvind. As a lion or wild lioar turns fiercely 
on the dogs and men that attack him, while 
these form a solid w\all and showvr their ja\ elins 
as they face him— his courage all undaunted, 
hut his high spirit will he the death of him; 
many a time does he chaige at his pursuers to 
scatter them, and thov fall back as oft(‘n as he 
does st»— even so did I lector gf) about among the 
host exhorting his men, and cheering them on 
to cicjss the trench. 

fyo/ l^ut the horses dared not do so, and 
stood neighing upon its l)rink, for the width 
frightened them. They could neither jump it 
nor cioss it, for it had owrhanging hanks .ill 
round upon cither side, aho\ c which there v\ erc 
the sharp stakes that tlic sons of the Acha-ans 
had planted so close and strong as a defence 
against all wdio w'ould assail it; a horse, there- 
fore, could not get into it .ind-draw his chariot 
after him, but tliose who waae on foot kept try- 
ing their ver)^ utmost. Then Polvdamas w-ent 
up to 1 feetor and said, “I Icetor, and you other 
captains of the 1 rojans and allies, it is madness 
for us to try and drive our horses across the 
trench; it will be veiy hard to cross, for it is 
full ol sharp stakes, and bcw’ond these there is 
the wall. Our horses therefore cannot get down 
into it, and w'ould be ol no use if they did; 
moreover it is a narrow place and we should 
come to hami. If, indeed, great Jove is minded 
to help the Trojans, and in hisangerwill utteily 
destro)' the Achaians, 1 would mysell gladly see 
them perish now and here far ffom /\rgos; but 
if they should rally and vve afe driven back 
from the ships pell-mell into tl^e trench there 
will he not so much as a man get h.ick to the 
city to tell the* tale. Now, therefore, let us all 
do as 1 say; let our squires hold our horses by 
the trench, hut let us follow^ Hector in a body 
on foot, clad in full armour, ami if the day of 
their doom is at hand the Achteans wdll not be 
able to withstand us." 

f 8 o] Thus spoke Polydamas and his saying 
pleased I lector, who sprang in full armour to 
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the ground, and all the other Trojans, when 
they saw him do so, also left their chariots. Each 
man then gave his horses over to his charioteer 
in charge to hold them ready for him at the 
trench. TTien they fonned themselves into com- 

G ics, made tliemsclvcs ready, and in five 
ics followed their leaders. Those that went 
with Hector and Polydamas were the bravest 
and most in number, and the most determined 
to break through the wall and fight at the ships. 
Cebriones was also joined with them as third 
in command, for Hector had left his chariot in 
charge of a less valiant soldier. The next com- 
pany was led by Paris, Alcathoiis, and Agenor; 
the third by Helenus and Deiphobus, two sons 
of Priam, and with them was the hero Asius— 
Asiiis the son of Hyrtacus, whose great black 
horses of the breed that comes from the river 
Sclleis had brought him from Arisbe. /Eneas 
the valiant son of Anchises led the fourth; he 
and the two sons of Antenor, Archelochus and 
Acarnas, men well versed in all the arts of war. 
Sarpedon was captain over the allies, and took 
with him Glaucus alid Asteropaeus whom he 
deemed most valiant after himself— for he was 
far the best man of them all. Ihese helped to 
array one another in their ox-hide shields, and 
then charged straight at the Danaans, lor they 
felt sure that they would not hold out longer 
and that they should themselves now fall upon 
the ships. 

[108] 'rhe rest of theTrojansand their allies 
now followed the counsel of Polydamas but 
Asius son of Hyrtacus would not leave his 
horses and his esquire behind him; in his fool- 
hardiness he took them on with him tow’ards 
the ships, nor did he fail to come by his end 
in consequence. Nevennore was he to return 
to wind-beaten Ilius, exulting in his chariot 
and his horses; ere he could do so, death of ill- 
omened name had overshadowed him and he 
had fallen by the spear of Idomencus the noble 
son of Deucalion. He had driven tow^ards the 
left W'ing of the ships, by w'hich w'ay the Achac- 
ans used to return with their chariots and horses 
from the plain. Hither he drove and found the 
gates with their doors opened wide, and the 
great bar down— for the gatemen kept them 
open so as to let those of their comrades enter 
who might be flying towards the ships. Hither 
of set puqjose did he direct his horses, and his 
men followed him with a loud cry, for they felt 
sure that the Acha?ans would not hold out 
longer, and that they should now^ fall upon the 
ships. Little did they know that at the gates 
they should find two of the bravest chieftains, 


proud sons of the fighting Lapithae— the one, 
Polypoetes, mighty son of Pirithous, and the 
other Leonteus, peer of murderous Mars. These 
stood before the gates like two high oak trees 
ujxjn the mountains, that tower from their 
wide-spreading roots, and year after year battle 
with wind ana rain— even so did these two men 
await the onset of great Asius confidently and 
without flinching. I'he Trojans led by him and 
by lamenus, Orestes, Adamas the son of Asius, 
Thi)on and CEnomaus, raised a loud cry of bat- 
tle and made straight for the wall, holding their 
shields of dry ox-hide above their heads; for a 
while the two defenders remained inside and 
cheered the Achacans on to stand firm in the de- 
fence of their ships; when, however, they saw 
that the Trojans were attacking the wall, while 
the Danaans were cr^dng out for help and being 
routed, they rushed outside and fought in front 
of the gates like tw^o wild boars upon the moun- 
tains that abide the attack of men and dogs, 
and charging on either side break down the 
wwd all round them tearing it up by the roots, 
and one can hear the clattering of their tusks, 
till some one hits them and makes an end of 
them— even so did the gleaming bronze rattle 
about their breasts, as the weapons fell upon 
them, lor they fought with great fury, tnisting 
to their own prowess and to those who were 
on the wall above them. These threw great 
stones at their a.ssailants in defence of them- 
selves their tents and their ships. The stones 
fell thick as the flakes of snow which some 
fierce blast drives from the dark clouds and 
showers down in sheets upon the earth— even 
so fell the weapons from the hands alike of Tro- 
jans and Achaeans. Helmet and shield rang out 
as the great stones rained upon them, and Asius 
the son of Hyrtacus in his dismay cried aloud 
and smote his two thighs. “Father ]ove,” he 
cried, “of a truth you too arc altogether given to 
lying. I made sure the Argive heroes could not 
withstand us, whereas like slim-waistcd wasps, 
or bees that have their nests in the rocks hv the 
wayside— they leave not the holes wherein 
they have built undefended, but fight for their 
little ones against all who would take them— 
even so these men, though they be but two, 
will not he driven from the gates, but stand 
firm either to slay or be slain.’' 

[lyi] He spoke, but moved not the mind of 
Jove, whose counsel it then was to give glory 
to Hector. Meanwhile the rest of the Trojans 
w'cre fighting about the other gates; I, however, 
am no god to be able to tell about all these 
things, for the battle raged everywhere about 
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the stone wall as it were a fiery fuixiace. The 
Argives, discomfited though they were* were 
forced to defend their ships, and all the gods 
who were defending the Achceans were vexed 
in spirit; but the Lapithae kept on fighting with 
might and main. 

[j8z] Thereon Polypoetes, mighty son of 
Pirithoiis, hit Damasus with a spear u|X)n his 
cheek-pierced helmet. The helmet did not pro- 
tect him, for the point of the spear went through 
it, and broke the bone, so that the brain inside 
was scattered about, and he died fighting. He 
then slew Pvlon and Ormcnus. Leonteiis, of 
the race of Mars, killed Hippomachus the son 
of Antimachus by striking him with his spear 
upon the girdle. He then drew his sword and 
sprang first upon Antiphates whom he killed in 
close combat, and who fell face upwards on the 
earth. After him he killed Mcnon, lamenus, 
and Orestes, and laid them low one after the 
other. 

[195] While they were busy stripping the 
armour from these heroes, the youths who were 
led on by Polydamas and Hector (and these 
were the greater part and the most valiant of 
those that were trying to break through the wall 
and fire the ships) were still standing by the 
tamch, uncertain what they should do; for they 
had seen a sign from heaven when they had 
essayed to cross it— a soaring eagle that flew 
skirting the left wing of their host, with a mon- 
strous blood-red snake in its talons still alive 
and struggling to escape. The snake was. still 
bent on revenge, wriggling and twisting itself 
backwards till it struck the bird that held it, 
on the neck and breast; whereon the bird being 
in pain, let it fall, dropping it into the middle 
of the host, and then flew down the wind with 
a sharp cry. Hie Trojans were struck with terror 
when they saw the snake, portent of aegis- 
bearing Jove, writhing in the midst of them, 
and Polydamas went up to ffector and said, 
'Hector, at our councils of w^ar you are ever 
given to rebuke me, even when I speak wisely, 
as though it were not well, forsooth, that one 
of the people should cross your will either in 
the field or at the council board; you would 
have them support you always: nevertheless I 
will say what 1 think will be best; let us not 
now go on to fight the Danaans at their ships, 
for I know what will happen if this soaring 
eagle which skirted the left wing of our host 
with a monstrous blood-red snake in its talons 
(the snake being still alive) was really sent as 
an omen to the Trojans on their essaying to 
cross the trench. The eagle let go her hold; she 
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did not succeed in taking it home to her little 
ones, and so will it be with ourselves; even 
though by a mighty effort we break through 
the gates and wall of the Achaeans, and they 
give way before us, still we shall not return in 
good order by the way we came, but shall leave 
many a man behind us whom the Achaeans 
will do to death in defence of their ships. Thus 
would any seer who was expert in these matters, 
and was trusted by the people, read the por- 
tent.'* 

[ 2307 Hector looked fiercely at himandsaid, 
'Tolydainas, I like not of your reading. You can 
find a better saying than this if you will. If, 
however, you have spoken in good earnest, then 
indeed has heaven robbed you of your reason. 
You would have me pay no heed to the counsels 
of Jove, nor to the promises he made me— and 
he bowed his head in confirmation; you bid me 
be ruled rather by the flight of wild fowl. What 
care I whether they fly towards dawn or dark, 
and whether they be on my right hand or on 
my left? Let us put our trust rather in the coun- 
sel of great Jove, king of mortals and immortals. 
1 here is one omen, and one only— that a man 
should fight for his country. Why are you so 
fearful? Fhough we be all of us slain at the 
ships of the Argives you are not likely to he 
killed yourself, for you arc not steadfast nor 
courageous. If you will not fight, or would 
talk others over from doin^’-so, you shall fall 
forthwith before my spe.ir.’^ 

[zSi] With these words he led the way, and 
the others followed after with a cry that rent 
the air. ITicn Jove the lord of thunder sent the 
blast of a mighty wind from the mountains of 
Ida, that bore the dust down towards the ships; 
he thus lulled the Achaeans into security, and 
gave victor)^ to Hector and to the Trojans, who, 
trusting to their own might and to the signs 
he had shown them, essayed to break through 
the great wall of the Achaeans. They tore down 
the breastworks from the walls, and overthrew 
the battlements; they upheaveci the buttresses, 
which the Achaeans had set in ftont of the wall 
in order to support it; when t$ey had pulled 
these down they made sure of breaking through 
the wall, but the Danaans still |howed no sign 
of giving ground; they still Iciiced the battle- 
ments with their shields of ox-h|de, and hurled 
their missiles down upon the foe as soon as 
any came below the wall. 

[26^] The two Ajaxes went about every- 
where on the walls cheering on the Achaeans, 
giving fair words to some while they spoke 
sharply to any one whom they saw to be remiss. 
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*‘My friends,” they cried, “Argives one and all 
—good bad and indifferent, for there was never 
fignt yet, in which all were of equal prowess— 
there is now work enough, as you very well 
know, for all of you. See that you none of you 
turn in flight towards the ships, daunted by the 
shouting of the foe, but press forward and keep 
one another in heart, if it may so be that Olym- 
pian Jove the lord of lightning will vouchsafe 
us to repel our foes, and drive them back to- 
wards the city.” 

[zyy] Thus did the two go about shouting 
and cheering the Achaeans on. As the flakes that 
fall thick upon a winter's day, when Jove is 
minded to snow and to display these his arrows 
to mankind—he lulls the wind to rest, and 
snows hour after hour till he has buried the 
tops of the high mountains, the headlands that 
jut into the sea, the grassy plains, and the tilled 
fields of men; the snow lies deep upon the fore- 
lands and havens of the grey sea, but the waves 
as they come rolling in stay it that it can come 
no further, though all else is wrapped as with 
a mantle so heavy 'Uv « he heavens with snow- 
even thus thickly did the stones fall on one side 
and on the otiier, some thrown at the Trojans, 
and some by the Trojans at the Achasans; and 
the whole wall was in an uproar. 

[zejo] Still the Trojans and brave Hector 
would not yet have broken down the gates and 
the great bar, had not Jove turned his son 
Sarpedon against the Argives as a lion against 
a herd of homed cattle. Before him he held his 
shield of hammered bronze, that the smith had 
beaten so fair and round, and had lined with 
ox hides wdiich he had made fast with rivets of 
gold all round the shield; this he held in front 
of him, and brandishing his two spears came on 
like some lion of the wilderness, who has been 
long famished for want of meat and will dare 
break even into a well-fenced homestead to try 
and get at the sheep. He may find the shep- 
herds keeping watch over their flocks with dogs 
and spears, but he is in no mind to be driven 
from the fold till he has had a try for it; he 
will either spring on a sheep and carry it off, or 
be hit by a spear from some strong hand— even 
so was Sarpedon fain to attack the wall and 
break down its battlements. Then he said to 
Glaucus son of Hippolochus, "Glaucus, why in 
Lyeia do we receive especial honour as regards 
our place at table? Why are the choicest por- 
tions served us and our. cups kept brimming, 
and why do men look up to us as though we 
were gods? Moreover we hold a large estate by 
the hanks of the river Xanthus, fair with or- 


chard lawns and wheat-growing land; it be- 
comes us, therefore, to take our stand at the 
head of all the Lycians and bear the brunt of 
the fight, that one may say to another, ‘Our 
princes in Lycia eat the fat of the land and 
drink the best of wine, but they are fine fellows; 
they fight well and are ever at the front in 
battle.' My good friend, if, when we were once 
out of this fight, we could escape old age and 
death thenceforward and for ever, I should 
neither press forward myself nor bid you do so, 
but death in ten thousand shapes hangs ever 
over our heads, and no man can elude him; 
therefore let us go forward and either win glory 
for ourselves, or yield it to another." 

[^2q] Glaucus heeded his saying, and the 
pair forthwith led on the host of Lycians. 
Menestheus son of Peteos was dismayed when 
he saw them, for it was against his part of the 
wall that they came— bringing destruction with 
them; he looked along the wall for some chief- 
tain to support his comrades and saw the two 
Ajaxes,men ever eager for the fray, and Teucer, 
who had just come from his tent, standing near 
them; but he could not make his voice heard by 
shouting to them, so great an uproar was there 
from clashing shields and helmets and the 
battering of gates with a din which reached the 
skies. For all the gates had been closed, and 
the Trojans were hammering at them to try 
and break their way through them. Menes- 
theus, therefore, sent Thootes with a message 
to Ajax. “Run, good lliootes,” said he, “and 
call Ajax, or better still bid both come, for it 
will be all over with us here directly; the leaders 
of the Lycians are upon us, men who have ever 
fought desperately heretofore. But if the pair 
have too much on their hands to let them both 
come, at any rate let Ajax son of Telamon do 
so, and let Teuccr the famous bowman come 
with him.'* 

[35^] Tlie messenger did as he was told, and 
set off running along the wall of the Achseans. 
When he reached the Ajaxes he said to them, 
“Sirs, princes of the Argives, the son of noble 
Peteos bids you come to him for a while and 
help him. You had better both come if you can, 
or it will be all over with him directly; the 
leaders of the Lycians are upon him, men who 
have ever fought desperately heretofore; if you 
have too much on your hands to let both come, 
at any rate let Ajax son of Telamon do so, and 
let Teucer the famous bowmancome with him.’* 

1:^64] Great Ajax, son of Telamon, heeded 
the message, and at once spoke to the son of 
Oileus. “Ajax,*' said he, “do you two, yourself 
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and brave Lycomedes, stay here and keep the 
Danaans in heart to fight their hardest. I will go 
over yonder, and bear my part in the fray, but 
I will come back here at once as soon as I have 
given them the help they need.*' 

[ 370 ] With this, Ajax son of Telamon set 
off, and Teucer his brother by the same father 
went also, with Pandion to carry Teucer's bow. 
They went along inside the wall, and when 
they came to the tower where Mencstheus was 
(and hard pressed indeed did they find him) 
the brave captains and leaders of the Lycians 
were storming the battlements as it were a thick 
dark cloud, fighting in close quarters, and rais- 
ing the battle-cry aloud. 

1378 ] First, Ajax son of Telamon killed 
brave Epicles, a comrade of Sarpcdon, hitring 
him with a jagged stone that lay by the battle- 
ments at the very top of the wall. As men now 
are, even one who is in the bloom of youth 
could hardly lift it with his two hands, but Ajax 
raised it high aloft and flung it down, smashing 
Epicles* four-crested helmet so that the bones 
of his head were crushed to pieces, and he fell 
from the high wall as though he were diving, 
with no more life left in him. Tlien Teucer 
wounded Glaucus the brave son of llippolo- 
chus as he was coming on to attack the wall. He 
saw his shoulder bare and aimed an arrow at it, 
which made Glaucus leave off fighting. ITiercon 
he sprang covertly down for fear some of the 
Achjeans might see that he w^as wounded and 
taunt him. Sarpedon was stung with grief \yhen 
he saw Glaucus leave him, still he did not leave 
off fighting, but aimed his spear at Alcmaon the 
son of Thestor and hit him. He drew his spear 
back again and Alcmaon came down headlong 
after it with his bronzed armour rattling round 
him. Then Sarpedon seized the battlement in 
his strong hands, and tugged at it till it all gave 
way together, and a breach was made through 
which many might pass. 

[ 400 ] Ajax and Teucer then both of them 
attacked him. Teucer hit him with an arrow on 
the band that bore the shield which covered his 
body, but Jove saved his son from destruction 
that he might not fall by the ships’ stems. 
Meanwhile Ajax sprang on him and pierced his 
shield, but the spear did not go clean through, 
though it hustled him back that he could come 
on no further. He therefore retired a little space 
from the battlement, yet without losing all his 
ground, for he still thought to cover himself 
with glory. Then he turned round and shouted 
to the brave Lycians saying, ^‘Lycians, why do 
vou thus fail me? For all my prow'ess 1 cannot 


break through the w^all and open a way to the 
ships single-handed. Come close on behind me, 
for the more there are of us the better.” 

[ 413 ] The Lycians, shamed by his rebuke, 
pressed closer round him who was their coun- 
sellor and their king. TTie Argives on their part 
got their men in fighting order within the wall, 
and there was a deadly stmggle between them. 
T he Lycians could not break through the wall 
and force their way to the ships, nor could the 
Danaans drive the Lycians from the wall now 
tliat they had once reached it. As two men, 
measuring-rods in hand, quarrel about their 
boundaries in a field that they own in common, 
and stickle for their rights though they be but 
in a mere strip, even so did the battlements now 
serv'c as a bone of contention, and they beat one 
another’s round shields for their possession. 
Many a man’s body was wounded - with the 
pitiless bronze, as he turned round and bared 
his back to the foe, and many were struck clean 
through their shields; the wall and battlements 
were everywhere deluged with the blood alike 
of Trojans and of Achicans. But even so the 
Trojans could not rout the Achaeans, who still 
held on; and as some honest hard working 
woman weighs wool in her balance and sees 
that the scales be true, for she would gain 
some pitiful earnings for her little ones, even 
so was the fight balanced evenly between them 
till the time came when Jov^ gave the gi eater 
glory to Hector son of Priam, who was first to 
spring towards the wall of the Achicans. As he 
did so, he cried aloud to the Trojans, *Tlp, 
Trojans, break the wall of the Argives, and 
fling fire upon their ships.” 

[ 442 .] llius did he hound them on, and in 
one body they rushed straight at the w'all as he 
had bidden them, and scaled the battlements 
with sharp spears in their hands. Hector laid 
hold of a stone that lay just outside the gates 
and was thick at one end but pointed at the 
other; two of the best men in a town, as men 
now are, could hardly raise it from the ground 
and put it on to a waggon, but Hector lifted it 
quite easily by himself, for the spn of scheming 
Saturn made it light for him. jAs a shepherd 
picks up a ram’s fleece with onediand and finds 
it no burden, so easily did Hec^r lift the great 
stone and drive it right at the (fcors that closed 
the gates so strong and so firmly fcet. These doors 
were double and high, and were kept closed by 
two cross-bars to which there was but one key. 
When he had got close up to them. Hector 
sfode towards them that his blow might gain 
in force and struck them in the middle, leaning 
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his whole weight against them. He broke both 
hinges, and the stone fell inside by reason of 
its great weight. The portals re-echoed with the 
sound, the bars held no longer, and the doors 
flew open, one one way, and the other the other, 
through the force of the blow. Then brav(! I lec- 
tor leaped inside with a face as dark as that of 
flying night. The gleaming bronze flashed 
fiercely about his body and he had two spears in 
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his hand. None but a god could have withstood 
him as he flung himself into the gateway, and 
his eyes glared like fire. Then he turned round 
towards the Trojans and called on them to scale 
the wall, and they did as he bade them— some 
of them at once climbing over the wall, while 
others passed through the gates. The Danaans 
then fled panic-stricken towards their ships, 
and all was uproar and confusion. 
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N OW when Jove had thus brought Hec- 
tor and the Trojans to the ships, he left 
them to their never-ending toil, and 
turned his keen eyes away, looking elsewhither 
towards the horse-breeders of Thrace, the Mys- 
ians, fighters at close quarters, the noble Hip- 
pemolgi, who live on milk, and the Abians, 
justest of mankind. He no longer turned so 
much as a glance tow^ards Troy, for he did not 
think that any of the immortals would go and 
help either Trojans or Danaans. 

f I o] But King Neptune had kept no blind 
look-out; he had been looking admiringly on 
the battle from his seat on the topmost crests 
of wooded Samothrace, whence he could see all 
Ida, with the city of Priam and the ships of the 
Achaeans. He had come from under the sea and 
taken his place here, for he pitied the Achaians 
who were being overcome by the Trojans; and 
he was furiouslv angry with Jove. 

[ly] Presently he came down from his post 
on the mountain top, and as he strode swiftly 
onwards the high hills and the forest quaked 
beneath the tread of his immortal feet. Three 
strides he took, and with the fourth he reached 
his goal— /Egae, where is his glittering golden 
palace, imperishable, in the depths of the sea. 
When he got there, he yoked his fleet brazen- 
footed steeds with their manes of gold all flying 
in the wind; he clothed himself in raiment of 
gold, grasped his gold whip, and took his stand 
upon his chariot. As he went his way over the 
waves the sea-monsters left their lairs, for they 
knew their lord, and came gambolling round 
him from every quarter of the deep, while the 
sea in her gladness opened a path before his 
chariot. So lightly did the horses fly that the 
bronze axle of the car was not even wet beneath 
it; and thus his Ixiunding steeds took him to 
the ships of the Acha*ans. 

[^z] Now there is a certain huge cavern in 
the depths of the sea midway between Tenedos 
and rocky Imbrus; here Neptune lord of the 
earthquake stayed his horses, unyoked them, 
and set before them their ambrosial forage. He 
hobbled their feet with hobbles of gold which 


none could either unloose or break, so that they 
might stay there in that place until their lord 
should return. This done he went his way to 
the host of the Achaeans. 

[^9] Now the Trojans followed Hector son 
of Priam in close array like a stonn-cloud or 
flame of fire, fighting w'ith might and main and 
raising the cry of battle; for they deemed that 
they should take the ships of the Achaeans and 
kill all their chief est heroes then and there. 
Meanwhile earth-encircling Neptune lord of 
the earthquake cheered on the Argives, for he 
had come up out of the sea and had assumed 
the fonn and voice of Calchas. 

[46] First he spoke to the tw^o Ajaxes, who 
were doing their best already, and said,'‘Aja.Kes, 
you two can be the saving of the Achicans if 
you will put out all your strength and not let 
yourselves be daunted. I am not afraid that the 
Tnqans, who have got over the wall in force, 
will he victorious in any other part, for the 
Achaeans can hold all of them in check, but I 
much fear that some evil will befall us here 
where furious Hector, who boasts himself the 
son of great Jove himself, is leading them on 
like a pillar of flame. May some god, then, put 
it into your hearts to make a firm stand here, 
and to incite others to do the like. In this case 
you will drive him from the ships even though 
he be inspired by Jove himself.'' 

[59 ] he spoke the carth-encircling lord of 
the earthquake struck both of them with his 
sceptre and filled their hearts with daring. He 
made their legs light and active, as also their 
handsand their feet. Then, as the soaring falcon 
poises on the wing high above sdme sheer rock, 
and presently swoops down to c|iase some bird 
over the plain, even so did Neptune lord of the 
earthquake wing his flight into t|c air and leave 
them. Of the two, swift Ajax son of O'ileus was 
the first to know who it was fhat had been 
speaking with them, and said to Ajax son of 
Telamon, “Ajax, this is one of the gods that 
dv/ell on Olympus, who in the likeness of the 

f prophet is bidding us fight hard by our ships, 
t v/as not Calchas the seer and diviner of 
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omens; I knew him at once by his feet and 
knees as he turned away, for the gods are soon 
recognised. Moreover I feel the lust of battle 
bum more fiercely within me, while my hands 
and my feet under me are more eager for the 
frav." 

[76] And Ajax son of Telamon answered, "I 
too feel my hands grasp my spear more firmly; 
my strength is greater, and my feet more nim- 
ble; I long, moreover, to meet furious Hector 
son of Priam, even in single combat/^ 

[81] Thus did they converse, exulting in 
the hunger after battle with which the god had 
filled them. Meanwhile the earth-encircler 
roused the Achaeans, who were resting in the 
rear by the ships overcome at once by hard 
fighting and by grief at seeing that the Tro- 
jans had got over the wall in force. Tears began 
falling from their eyes as they beheld them, for 
they made sure that they should not escape de- 
struction; but the lord of the earthquake passed 
lightly about among them and urged their bat- 
talions to the front. 

[gi] First he went up 10 Teucer and Leitus, 
the hero Penelcos, and Thoas and Deipyrus; 
Meriones also and Antilochus, valiant warriors; 
all these did he exhort. "'Shame on you young 
Argives/’ he cried, "it was on your prowess I 
relied for the saving of our ships; if you fight 
not with might and main, this very day will see 
us overcome by the Trojans. Of a truth my eyes 
behold a great and terrible ]X)rtent which I had 
never thought to sec— the Trojans at our sliips 
—they, who heretofore were like panic-stricken 
hinds, the prey of jackals and wolves in a forest, 
with no strength but in flight for they cannot 
defend themselves. Hitherto the Trojans dared 
not for one moment face the attack of the 
Achseans, but now they have sallied far from 
their city and are fighting at our very ships 
through the cowardice of our leader and the 
disaffection of the people themselves, who in 
their discontent care not to fight in defence of 
the ships but are being slaughtered near them. 
True, King Agamemnon son of Atreus is the 
cause of our disaster by having insulted the son 
of Peleus, still this is no reason why we should 
leave off fighting. Let us be quick to heal, for 
the hearts of the brave heal quickly. You do ill 
to be thus remiss, you, who are the finest sol- 
diers in our whole army. I blame no man for 
keeping out of battle if he is a weakling, but I 
am indignant with such men as you are. My 
good friends, matters will soon become even 
worse through this slackness; think, each one of 
you, of his own honour and credit, for the haz- 
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ard of the fight is extreme. Great Hector is now 
fighting at our ships; he has broken through the 
gates and the strong bolt that held them,* 

[ 1 2$ ] ITius did the earth-encircler address 
the Achaeans and urge them on. Thereon round 
the two Ajaxes there gathered strong bands of 
men, of whom not even Mars nor Minerva, 
marshaller of hosts could make light if they 
went among them, for they were the picked 
men of all those who were now awaiting the on- 
set of Hector and the Trojans. They made a 
living fence, spear to spear, shield to shield, 
buckler to buckler, helmet to helmet, and man 
to man. The horse hair crests on their gleaming 
helmets touched one another as they nodded 
forward, so closely serried were they; the spears 
they brandished in their strong hands were in- 
terlaced, and their hearts were set on battle. 

/tsbj The Trojans advanced in a dense 
body, with Heetpr at their head pressing right 
on as a rock that comes thundering down the 
side of some mountain from whose brow the 
winter torrents have torn it; the foundations of 
the dull thing have been loosened by floods of 
rain, and as it bounds headlong on its w^ay it 
sets the w'holc forest in an uproar; it swerv'es 
neither to right nor left till it reaches level 
ground, but then for all its fury it can go no 
further— even so easily did Hector for a w'hile 
seem as though he would career through the 
tents and ships of the Achaeans till he had 
reached the sea in his murderous course; but the 
closely serried battalions stayed him when he 
reached them, for the sons of the Ach;eans 
thrust at him w'ith swords and spears pointed at 
both ends, and drove him from them so that he 
staggered and gav^round; thereon he shouted 
to the Trojans, "Trojans, Lycians, and Dar- 
danians, fighters in close combat, stand firm: 
the Achaeans have set themselves as a wall 
against me, but they will not check me for long; 
they will give ground before me if the mightiest 
of the gods, the thundering spouse of Juno, has 
indeed inspired my onset.** 

[1$$] With these words he put heart and 
soul into them all. Deiphobus son of Priam 
went about among them intent on deeds of 
daring with his round shield before him, under 
cover of which he strode quickly forward. Me- 
riones took aim at him with a spear, nor did he 
fail to hit the broad orb of ox-hide; but he was 
far from piercing it for the spear broke in two 
pieces long ere he could do so; moreover Deiph- 
obus had seen it coming and had held his shield 
w^cll aw^ay from him. Meriones drew back under 
cover of his comrades, angry alike at having 
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failed to vanquish Deiphobus, and having 
broken his spear. He turned therefore towards 
the ships and tents to fetch a spear which he 
had left behind in his tent. 

[i6^] The others continued fighting, and 
the cr)!^ of battle rose up into the heavens. 
Teucer son of Telamon was the first to kill his 
man, to wit, the warrior Imbrius son of Mentor 
rich in horses. Until the Achicans came he had 
lived in Peda?um, and had married Medcsicaste 
a bastard daughter of Priam; but on the arrival 
of the Danaan fleet he had gone back to llius, 
and was a great man among the Trojans, dwell- 
ing near Priam himself, who gave him like 
honour with his own sons. The son of Telamon 
now struck him under the ear with a spear 
which he then drew back again, and Imbrius 
fell headlong as an ash tree when it is felled on 
the crest of some high mountain beacon, and its 
delicate green foliage comes toppling down to 
the ground. Thus did he fall with his bronze- 
dight armour ringing harshly round him, and 
I'eucer sprang forward with intent to strip him 
of his armour; but as he was doing so, Hector 
took aim at him with a spear. Teucer saw the 
spear coming and swerved aside, whereon it hit 
Amphiinachus, son of Cteatus son of Actor, in 
the chest as he w'as coming into battle, and his 
armour rang rattling round him as he fell 
heavily to the ground. Hector sprang foiward 
to take Amphimachus’s helmet from off his 
temples, and in a moment Ajax threw a spear 
at him, but did not wound him, for he was-en- 
cased all over in his terrible annour; neverthe- 
less the spear struck the boss of his shield with 
such force as to drive him back from the two 
corpses, which the Achaeans then drew' off. 
Stichius and Menestheus, captains of the Athe- 
nians, bore away Amphimachus to the host of 
the Acha:;ans, while the two brave and impetu- 
ous Ajaxes did the like by Imbrius. As two lions 
snatch a goat from the bounds that have it in 
their fangs, and bear it through thick brush- 
wwd high above the ground in their jaws, thus 
did the Ajaxes bear aloft the body of Imbrius, 
and strip it of its armour. Then the son of 
Oilcus severed the head from the neck in re- 
venge for the death of /Xmphimachus, and sent 
it whirling over the crow d as though it had been 
a ball, till it fell in the dust at I lector's feet. 

[206] Neptune was exceedingly angr)'' that 
his grandson Amphimachus should have fallen; 
he therefore went to the tents and ships of the 
Achaeans to urge the Danaans still further, and 
to devise evil for the Trojans. Idomcneus met 
him, as he was taking leave of a comrade, who 
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had just come to him from the fight, wounded 
in the knee. His fellow-soldiers bore him off the 
field, and Idomcneus having given orders to 
the physicians went on to his tent, for he was 
still thirsting for battle. Neptune spoke in the 
likeness and w'ith the voice of I’hoas son of 
Andra?mon who ruled the y'Htolians of all 
Plcuron and high Calydon, and was honoured 
among his people as though he were a god. 
“Idomcneus," said he, “lawgiver to the Cretans, 
what has now become of the threats with 
which the sons of the Achteans used to threaten 
the Trojans?" 

[22 1 ] And Idomcneus chief among the Cre- 
tans answ’cred, "1 hoas, no one, so far as I 
know, is in fault, for we can all fight. None are 
held back neither by fear nor slackness, but it 
seems to be the will of almighty Jove that tlic 
Achai'ans should perish inglorioiisly here far 
from Argos: you, Thoas, have been always 
staunch, and you keep others in heart if you see 
any fail in duty: be not then remiss now, but 
exhort all to do their utmost." 

[2^1] Id this Neptune lord of the earth- 
quake made answ^er, “Idomcneus, may he never 
return from Troy, hut remain heie for dogs to 
batten upon, who is tliis day walfully slack in 
fighting. (»et your annour and go, w'e must 
make all haste together if w'c may be of any use, 
though we are only tw'o. Hven cowards gain 
courage from companionship,*'iind we two can 
hold our own with the bravest." 

[240] Therewith the god w^ent back into the 
thick of the fight, and Idomcneus w'hen he had 
reached his tent donned his annour, grasped his 
two spears, and sallied forth. As the lightning 
W'hich the son of Saturn brandishes from bright 
Olympus when he would show a sign to mor- 
tals, and its gleam flashes far and wide— even so 
did his annour gleam about him as he ran. 
Meriones his sturdy squire met him while he 
was still near his tent (for he was going to 
fetch his spear) and Idomcneus said~ 

[249] “Meriones, fleet son of Moliis, best of 
comrades, w'hy have you left thc; field? Arc you 
wounded, and is the point of th^ weapon hurt- 
ing you? or have you been sent Ito fetch me? I 
want no fetching; I had far raljier fight than 
stay in my tent." ; 

[2^4] “Idomcneus," answcreij Meriones, “I 
come for a .spear, if I can find one in my tent; 
I have broken the one I had, in throwing it at 
the shield of Deiphobus." 

[2$^ ] And Idomcneus captain of the Cretans 
an.'.wcrcd, “You will find one spear, or twenty 
if you so please, standing up against the end 
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wall of my tent. I have taken them from Tro- 
jans whom I have killed, for I am not one to 
keep my enemy at arm's length; therefore I 
have spears, hossed shields, helmets, and bur- 
nished corslets." 

/ 266] Then Mcriones said, “I too in my tent 
and at my ship have spoils taken from the Tro- 
jans, but they are not at hand. I have been at 
all times valorous, and wherever there has been 
hard fighting have held my own among the 
foremost. There may be those among the Achae- 
ans who do not know how I fight, but you know 
it well enough yourself." 

[ 274] Idomcncus answered, know you for 
a brave man: you need not tell me. If the best 
men at the ships were being chosen to go on an 
ambush— and there is nothing like this for 
showing w'hat a man is made of; it comes out 
then who is cowardly and who lirave; the 
coward will change colour at every touch and 
turn; he is full of fears, and keeps shifting his 
weight first on one knee and then on the other; 
his heart beats fact , ho thinks of death, and 
one cun hear the chatteringof his teeth; whereas 
the brave man will not change colour nor be 
frightened on finding himself in ambush, but 
is all the time longing to go into action— if the 
best men were being chosen for such a service, 
no one could make light of your courage nor 
feats of arms. If you were struck by a dart or 
smitten m close combat, it would not be from 
behind, in your neck nor back, but the weapon 
would hit you in the chest or Ix^lly as you were 
pressing forward to a place in the front ranks. 
But let us no longer stay here talking like chil- 
dren, lest we be ill spoken of; go, fetch your 
spear from the tent at once." 

/ 29 5 J On this Meriones, peer of Mars, went 
to the tent and got himself a spear of bronze. 
He then followed after Idomeneus, big wdth 
great deeds of valour. As wdien baneful Mars 
sallies forth to battle, and his son Panic so strong 
and dauntless goes with him, to strike terror 
even into the heart of a hero— the pair have 
gone from Tlirace to arm themselves among the 
Ephvri or the brave Phlegyans, but they will 
not listen to both the contending hosts, and will 
give victory to one side or to the other— even 
so did Mcriones and Idomeneus, captains of 
men, go out to battle clad in tlicir bronze ar- 
mour. Meriones was first to speak. "Son of 
Deucalion," said lie, "where would you have us 
begin fighting? On the right wing of the host, 
in the centre, or on the left wing, where I take 
it the Achicans w’ill be weakest?" 

[311] Idomeneus answered, "ITiere are 


others to defend the centre— the two Ajaxes and 
Icucer, who is the finest archer of all the 
Acha'ans, and is good also in a hand-to-hand 
fight. These will give Hector son of Priam 
enough to do; fight as he may, he will find it 
hard to vanquish their indomitable fury, and 
fire the ships, unless the son of Saturn fling a 
firebrand upon them with his own hand. Great 
Ajax son of 1 elamon wnll yield to no man w'ho 
is in mortal mould and eats the grain of Ceres, 
if bronze and great stones can overthrow him. 
He would not yield even to Achilles in hand-to- 
hand fight, and in fleetness of foot there is none 
to beat him; let us turn therefore towards the 
left wing, that we may know forthwith whether 
wc arc to give glory to some other, or he to us." 

[7^28 ] Meiiones, peer of fleet Mars, then led 
the way till they came to the part of the host 
which Idomeneus had named. 

/3307 Now when the Trojans saw Idome- 
ncus coming on like a flame of fire, him and 
his squire clad in their richly wrought armour, 
they shouted and made towards him all in a 
body, and a furious hand to-hand fight raged 
under the ships' sterns. Fierce as the shrill 
winds that whistle upon a day when dust lies 
deep on the roads, and the gusts rai^? it into a 
thick cloud— even such was the fury of the com- 
bat, and might and main did they hack at each 
other with spear and sword throughout the 
host. The field bristled with the long and deadly 
spears which they bore. Dazzling was the sheen 
of their gleaming helmets, their fresh-burnished 
breastplates, and glittering shields as they joined 
battle M’ith one another. Iron indeed must be 
his courage who could take pleasure in the 
sight of such a turmoil, and look on it without 
being dismayed. 

[345] Thus did the two mighty sons of 
Saturn devise evil for mortal heroes. Jove was 
minded to give victor)^ to the Trojans and to 
Hector, so as to do honour to fleet Achilles, 
nevertheless he did not mean to utterly over- 
throw the AchaL'an host before Ilius, and tmly 
wanted to glorify Thetis and her valiant son. 
Neptune on the other hand went about among 
the Argives to incite them, having come up 
from the grey sea in secret, for he was grieved 
at seeing them vanquished by the Trojans, and 
was furiously angry with Jove. Both were of the 
same race and countiy, but Jove was eldei horn 
and knew more, therefore Neptune feared to 
defend the Argives openly, but in the likeness 
of man, he kept on encouraging them through- 
out their host. Thus, then, did these two devise 
a knot of war and battle, that none could un- 
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loose or break, and set both sides tugging at it, 
to the failing of men's knees beneath them. 

[^6i] And now Idomeneus, though his hair 
was already flecked with grey, called loud on 
the Danaans and spread panic among the Tro- 
jans as he leaped in among them. He slew 
Othryoneus from Cabesus, a sojourner, who 
had but lately come to take part in the war. He 
sought Cassandra the fairest of Priam's daugh- 
ters in marriage, but offered no gifts of wooing, 
for he promised a great thing, to wit, that he 
would drive the sons of the Achaeans willy nilly 
from Troy; old King Priam had given his con- 
sent and promised her to him, whereon he 
fought on the strength of the promises thus 
made to him. Idomeneus aimed a spear, and 
hit him as he came striding on. His cuirass of 
bronze did not protect him, and the spear stuck 
in his belly, so that he fell heavily to the ground. 
Then Idomeneus vaunted over him saying, 
^‘Othryoneus, there is no one in the world whom 
I shall admire more than I do you, if you indeed 
perfonn what you have promised Priam son of 
Dardanus in return for his daughter. We too 
will make you an offer; we will give you the 
loveliest daughter of the son of Atreus, and will 
bring her from Argos for you to marry, if you 
will sack the goodly city of Hi us in company 
with ourselves; so come along with me, that we 
may make a covenant at the ships about the 
marriage, and we will not be hard upon you 
about gifts of wooing.” 

[3^3] With this Idomeneus began draggfng 
him by the foot through the thick of the fight, 
but Asius came up to protect the body, on foot, 
in front of his horses, which his esquire drove 
so close behind him that he could feel their 
breath upon his shoulder. He was longing to 
strike down Idomeneus, but ere he could do so 
Idomeneus smote him with his spear in the 
throat under the chin, and the bronze point 
went clean through it. He fell as an oak, or 
poplar, or pine which shipwrights have felled 
for ship's timber upon the mountains with 
whetted axes— even thus did he lie full length 
in front of his chariot and horses, grinding his 
teeth and clutching at the bloodstained dust. 
His charioteer was struck with panic and did 
not dare turn his horses round and escape: 
thereupon Antilochus hit him in the middle of 
his body with a spear; his cuirass of bronze did 
not protect him, and the spear stuck in his belly. 
He fell gasping from his chariot and Antilo- 
chus, great Nestor s son, drove his horses from 
the Trojans to the Achaeans. 

[402J Deiphobus then came close up to 
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Idomeneus to avenge Asius, and took aim at 
him with a spear, but Idomeneus was on the 
look-out and avoided it, for he was covered by 
the round shield he always bore— a shield of ox- 
hide and bronze with two arm-rods on the in- 
side. He crouched under cover of this, and the 
i^ar flew over him, but the shield rang out as 
the spear grazed it, and the weapon sped not in 
vain from the strong hand of Deiphobus, for it 
struck Hypsenor son of Hippasus, shepherd of 
his people, in the liver under the midriff, and 
his limbs failed beneath him. Deiphobus 
vaunted over him and cried with a loud voice 
saying, “Of a truth Asius has not fallen un- 
avenged; he will be glad even while passing 
into the house of Hacies, strong w^arden of the 
gate, that I have sent some one to escort him,” 
[417] Thus did he vaunt, and the Argives 
were stung by his saying. Noble Antilochus was 
more angry than any one, but grief did not make 
him forget his friend and comrade. He ran up 
to him, bestrode him, and covered him with his 
shield; then two of his staunch comrades, Me- 
cisteusson of Ecliius, and Alastor stooped down, 
and bore him away groaning heavily to the 
ships. But Idomeneus ceased not his fury. lie 
kept on striving continually either to enshroud 
some Trojan in the darkness of death, or him- 
self to fall while warding off the evil day from 
the Achaeans. Tlien fell Alcathous son of noble 
/Esyetes: he was son-in-law to Anchises, hav- 
ing married his eldest daughter I lippodameia 
who was the darling of her father and mother, 
and excelled all her generation in beauty, ac- 
complishments, and understanding, wherefore 
the bravest man in all Troy had taken her to 
wife— him did Neptune lay low by the hand of 
Idomeneus, blinding his bright eyes and bind- 
ing his strong limbs in fetters so that he could 
neither go back nor to one side, but stood stock 
still like a pillar or lofty tree when Idomeneus 
struck him with a spear in the middle of his 
chest. The coat of mail that had hitherto pro- 
tected his body was now broken, and rang 
harshly as the spear tore throujpi it. He fell 
heavily to the ground, and the ^ear stuck in 
his heart, which still beat, and niade the butt- 
end of the spear quiver till drea 4 Mars put an 
end to his life. Idomeneus vaunted over him 
and cried with a loud voice saying “Deiphobus, 
since you are in a mood to vaun^ shall we cry 
quits now that we have killed three men to your 
one? Nay, sir, stand in fight with me yourself, 
that you may learn what manner of Jove-be- 
gotten man am I that have come hither. Jove 
first begot Minos chief ruler in Crete, and 
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Minos in his turn begot a son, noble Deucalion; 
Deucalion begot me to be a ruler over many 
men in Crete, and my ships have now brought 
me hither, to be the bane of yourself, your 
father, and the Trojans.” 

[4S5I Thus did he speak, and Deiphobus 
was in two minds, whether to go back and fetch 
some other Trojan to help him, or to take up 
the challenge single-handed. In the end, he 
deemed it best to go and fetch ./^ncas, whom he 
found standing in the rear, for he had long 
been aggrieved with Priam because in spite of 
his brave deeds he did not give him his due 
share of honour. Deiphobus went up to him 
and said, “/Tneas, prince among the Trojans, 
if you know any ties of kinship, help me now to 
defend the body of your sister’s husband; come 
with me to the rescue of Alcathous, who being 
husband to your sister brought you up when 
you were a child in his house, and now Idome- 
nous has slain him.” 

[46S] With these words he moved the heart 
of /Eneas, and he went in pursuit of Idome- 
neus, big with great deeds of valour; but Idome- 
ncus was not to be thus daunted as though he 
were a mere child; he held his ground as a 
wild boar at bay upon the mountains, w^ho 
abides the coming of a great crowd of men in 
some lonely place— the bristles stand upright 
on his back, his eyes flash fire, and he whets his 
tusks in his eagerness to defend himself against 
hounds and men— even so did famed Idomencus 
hold his ground and budge not at the coming 
of yT.neas. He cried aloud to his comrades 
looking towards Ascalaphus, Aphareus, Deipy- 
rus, Mcriones, and Antilochus, all of them 
brave soldiers— ”Hither my friends,” he cried, 
“and leave me not single-handed— I go in great 
fear by fleet /Eneas, who is coming against me, 
and is a redoubtable dispenser of death in battle. 
Moreover he is in the flower of youth when a 
man's strength is greatest; if I was of the same 
age as he is and in my present mind, either he 
or I should soon bear away the prize of victory.” 

[487] On this, all of them as one man stood 
near him, shield on shoulder. /Eneas on the 
otlier side called to his comrades, looking to- 
wards Deiphobus, Paris, and Agenor, who were 
leaders of the Trojans along with himself, and 
the people followed them as sheep follow the 
ram .when they go down to drink after they 
have been feeding, and the heart of the shep- 
herd is glad— even so was the heart of /Eneas 
gladdened when he saw his people follow him. 

[496] 7 ’hen they fought furiously in close 
combat about the body of Alcathous, wielding 


their long spears; and the bronze armour about 
their bodies rang fearfully as they took aim at 
one another in the press of the fight, while the 
two heroes /Eneas and Idomeneus, peers of 
Mars, outvied every one in their desire to hack 
at each other with sword and spear. /Eneas 
took aim first, but Idomeneus was on the look- 
out and avoided the spear, so that it sped from 
/Eneas’ strong hand in vain, and fell quivering 
in the ground. Idomeneus meanwhile smote 
CEnomaus in the middle of his belly, and broke 
the plate of his corslet, w^hereon his bowels 
came gushing out and he clutched the earth in 
the palms of his hands as he fell sprawling in 
the dust. Idomeneus drew his spear out of the 
body, but could not strip him of the rest of his 
armour for the rain of darts that were showered 
upon him: moreover his strength was now be- 
ginning to fail him so that he could no longer 
charge, and could neither spring forward to re- 
cover his own weapon nor swer\^e aside to avoid 
one that w^as aimed at him; therefore, though 
he still defended himself in hand-to-hand fight, 
his heavy feet could not bear him swiftly out 
of the battle. Deiphobus aimed a spear at him as 
he was retreating slowly from the field, for his 
bitterness against him was as fierce as ever, but 
again he missed him, and hit Ascalaphus, the 
son of Mars; the spear went through his 
shoulder, and he clutched the earth in the 
palms of his hands as he fell sprawling in the 
dust. 

[$21] Grim Mars of awful voice did not yet 
know that his son had fallen, for he was sitting 
on the summits of Olympus under the golden 
clouds, by command of Jove, where the other 
gods were also sitting, forbidden to take part in 
the battle. Meanwhile men fought furiously 
about the body. Deiphobus tore the helmet from 
off his head, but Meriones sprang upon him, 
and struck him on the arm with a spear so that 
the visored helmet fell from his hand and came 
ringing down upon the ground. Thereon Me- 
riones sprang upon him like a vulture, drew the 
spear from his shoulder, and fell back under 
cover of his men. Then Polites, own brother of 
Deiphobus, passed his arms around his waist, 
and bore him away from the battle till he got 
to his horses that were standing in the rear of 
the fight with the chariot and their driver. These 
took him towards the city groaning and in great 
pain, with the blood flowing from his arm. 

[^40] The others still fought on, and the 
battle-cry rose to heaven without ceasing. /Eneas 
sprang on Aphareus son of Caletor, and struck 
him with a spear in his throat which was turned 
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towards him; his head fell on one side, his hel- 
met and shield came down along with him, and 
death, life’s foe, was shed around him. Antilo- 
chus spied his chance, flew forward towards 
I’hoon, and wounded him as he was turning 
round. He laid open the vein that runs all the 
way up the back to the neck; he cut this vein 
clean away throughout its whole course, and 
Thoc3n fell in the dust face upwards, stretcliing 
out his hands imploringly towards his comrades. 
Antilochus sprang upon him and stripped the 
annour from his shoulders, glaring round him 
fearfully as he did so. The Trojans came about 
him on every side and struck his broad and 
gleaming shield, but could not w ound his body, 
for Neptune stood guard over the son of Nestor, 
though the darts fell thickly round him. He 
was never clear of the foe, but was ahvays in 
the thick of the fight; his spear was never idle; 
he poised and aimed it in every direction, so 
eager was he to hit some one from a distance or 
to fight him hand to hand. 

[s6o] As he was thus aiming among the 
crowd, he was seen by Adamas son of Asius, 
who mshed towards him and stmek him with a 
spear in the middle of his shield, but Neptune 
made its point without effect, for he grudged 
him the life of Antilochus. One half, therefore, 
of the spear stuck fast like a charred stake in 
Antilochus’s shield, while the other lay on the 
ground. Adamas then sought shelter under 
cover of his men, but Meriones followed after 
and hit him with a spear midway between the 
private parts and the navel, w'here a w^ound is 
particularly painful to wretched mortals. There 
did Meriones transfix him, and he writlied con- 
vulsively alxiut the spear as some bull whom 
mountain herdsmen have bound with ropes of 
writhes and are taking away perforce. Even so 
did he move convulsively for a wEile, but not 
for ver}' long, till Meriones came up and drew 
the spear out of his body, and his eyes were 
veiled in darkness. 

[sy6] Ilelcnus then struck Dcipyrus with a 
great lliracian sw^ord, hitting him on the tem- 
ple in close combat and tearing the helmet from 
his head; the helmet fell to the ground, and one 
of those who were fighting on tiic Achaean side 
took charge of it as it rolled at his feet, but the 
eyes of Deipyrus were closed in the darkness of 
death. 

[^Sz] On this Menelaus was grieved, and 
made menacingly towards Helenus, brandish- 
ing his spear; but Helenus drew his bow, and 
the two attacked one another at one and the 
same moment, the one with his spear, and the 
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other with his bow and arrow. ITie son of Priam 
hit the breastplate of Menclaus's corslet, but the 
arrow glanced from oft it. As black beans or 
pulse come pattering down on to a threshing- 
floor from the broad winnowing-shovel, blown 
by shrill winds and shaken by the shovel-even 
so did the arrow glance off and recoil from the 
shield of Menelaus, who in his turn W'ounded 
the hand with which Helenus carried his Ixm^; 
the speai went right through his hand and 
stuck in the how itself, so that to save his life he 
retreated under cover of his men, with his hand 
dragging by his side— for the spear weighed it 
down till Agenor drew' it out and bound the 
hand carefully up in a w'oollen sling which his 
esquire had w itli him. 

/6oi ] Pisancier then made straight at Mene- 
laus—his evil destiny luring him on to his doom, 
for he was to fall in fight v\ith you, O Mcne- 
laus. When the two were hard by one another 
the spear of the son of Atreus turned aside and 
he missed his aim; Pisaiider then struck the 
shield of brave Menelaus hut could not pierce 
it, for the shield stayed the spear and broke the 
shaft; nevertheless he w^as glad and made sure 
of victory; forthwith, however, the son of Atreus 
drew his sword and sprang upon him. Pisandcr 
then seized the bronze h.ittle-axe, vvilh its long 
and polished handle of olive wood that hung by 
his side under his shield, and the two made at 
one another. Pisandcr stmek the peak of Mcnc- 
laus’s crested helmet just under the crest ilst'lf, 
and Menelaus hit Pisandcr as he was coming 
towards him, on the forehead, just at the rise 
of his nose, the bones cracked and his two gore- 
hedrahhled eyes fell by his feet in the dust. He 
fell backwards to the ground, and Menelaus set 
his heel upon him, stripped him of his armour, 
and vaunted over him saying, “Even thus shall 
you Trojans leave the ships of the Achacans, 
proud and insatiate of battle though you be: nor 
shall you lack any of the disgrace and shame 
which you have heaped upon myself. Cowardly 
she-w'olvcs that you arc, you feared not the 
anger of dread Jove, avenger of, violated hospi- 
tality, who wall one day dcstro^J your city; you 
stoic my wedded wife and wickjpdly carried oft 
much treasure when you w'cre flier guest, and 
now you would fling fire upon Jour ships, and 
kill our heroes. A day will com^ when, rage as 
you may, you shall be stayed. O father Jove, 
you, w'ho they say art above all both gods and 
men in wisdom, and from whom all things that 
befall us do proceed, how can you thus favour 
th'^ Trojans— men so proud and overweening, 
that they are never tired of fighting? All things 
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pall after a while— sleep, love, sweet song, and 
stately dance-still these are things of which a 
man would surely have his fill rather than of 
battle, whereas it is of battle that the Trojans 
are insatiate/' 

I640] So saying Mcnclaus stripped the 
blood stained armour from the l)ody of Pisan- 
dcr, and handed it over to his men; then he 
again ranged himself among those who were in 
the front of the fight. 

[64^] Haq:)alion son of King Pylaemencs 
then sprang upon him; he had come to fight at 
Troy along with his father, hut he did not go 
home again. I Ic struck the middle of Mene- 
laus’s shield with his spear but could not pierce 
it, and to save his life drew back under cover of 
his men, looking round him on every side lest 
he should be wounded. But Mcriones aimed a 
bronze-tipped arrow at him as he was leaving 
the field, and hit him on the right buttock; the 
arrow pierced the bone through and through, 
and penetrated the bladder, so he sat down 
where he was and b-cTthed his last in the amis 
of his comrades, stretched like a wonn upon the 
ground and watei'ing the earth with the blood 
that Mowed from his wound. Fhe brave Paph- 
lagonians tended him with all due care; they 
raised him into his chariot, and bore him sadly 
off to the city of 1 roy; his father went also with 
him weeping bitterly, hut there was no ransom 
that could bring his dead son to life again. 

/ 66 aj Paris was deeply grieved by the death 
of Harpalion, who was his host when he went 
among the Paphlagonians, he aimed an arrow, 
thcrelore, in order to avenge him. Now there 
was a certain man named Huelienor, son of 
Poiyidus the prophet, a brave man and wealthy, 
whose home was in Corinth. I his Tuchenor 
had set sail for 1 roy well knowing that it would 
be the death of him, for his good old father Poi- 
yidus had often told him that he must cither 
stay at home and die of a terrible disease, or go 
with the Achaians and perish at the hands of 
the Trojans; he chose, therefore, to avoid in- 
curring the heavy fine the yXchicans would have 
laid upon him, and at the same time to escape 
the pain and suficring of disease. Paris now 
smote him on the jaw under his car, whereon 
the life went out of him and he was enshrouded 
in the darkness of death. 

[(y^] I hus then did they fight as it were a 
flaming fire. But I lector had not yet heard, and 
did not know that the Argives were making 
havoc of his men on the left wing of the battle, 
where the Achaeans ere long would have tri- 
umphed over them, so vigorously did Neptune 
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cheer them on and help them. He therefore 
held on at the point where he had first forced 
his way through the gates and the wall, after 
breaking through the seined ranks of Danaan 
warriors. It was here that the ships of Ajax and 
Protesilaus were drawn up by the sea shore; 
here the wall was at its lowest, and the fight 
both of man and horse raged most fiercely. 1 he 
Boeotians and the lonians with their long 
tunics, the Locrians, the men of Phthia, and the 
famous force of the Epcans could hardly stay 
I lector as he rushed on towards the ships, nor 
could they dri\ c him from them, for he was as 
a wall of fire. The chosen men of the Athenians 
were in the van, led by Mcncsthcus son of Pe- 
tcos, with v\hom were also Pheidas, Stichius, 
and stalwart Bias: Meges son of Phyleus, Am- 
phion, and Dracius commanded the Epcans, 
while Mcclon and staunch Podarccs led the men 
of Phthia. Of these, iVledon was bastard son to 
Oilcus and brother of Ajax, but he lived in 
Phylacc awa) from his own countr}^ for he had 
killed the brother of his stepmother Eriopis, the 
wife of Oilcus; the other, Podarces, was the son 
ol Jphicliis .son of Phylacus. The.se two stood in 
the van of the Phthia ns, and defended the ships 
along with the Boeotians. 

[yoij Ajax son of Oilcus never for a mo- 
ment left the side of Ajax son of Telamon, but 
as two swart oxen both strain their utmost at 
the plough which they arc drawing in a fallow 
field, and the sweat steams upwards from about 
the roots of their horns— nothing but the yoke 
divides them as thev break up the ground till 
they reach the end of the field— even so did the 
two Ajaxes stand shoulder to shoulder by one 
another. Many and brave comrades followed 
the son of Telamon, to relieve him of his shield 
when he was overcome with sweat and toil, hut 
the Locrians did not follow so close after the 
son of Oilcus, for thev could not hold their own 
in a hand to hand fight. They had no bronze 
helmets with plumes of horse hair, neither had 
they shields nor ashen spears, but they bad 
come to Troy armed with bows, and with slings 
of tw'isted wool from which they showered their 
missiles to break the ranks of the 1 rojans. The 
others, therefore, with their heavy armour bore 
the brunt of the fight with the Trojans and with 
Hector, while the Locrians shot from behind, 
under their cover; and thus the Trojans began 
to lose heart, for the arrows threw them into 
confusion. 

[7^3] ^ fic Trojans would now have been 
driven in sorry plight from the ships and tents 
back to windy Ilius, had not Polydamas pres- 
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ently said to Hector, "Hector, there is no wr- 
suading you to take advice. Because heaven nas 
so richly endowed you with the arts of war, 
you think that you must therefore excel others 
in counsel; hut you cannot thus claim pre- 
eminence in all things. Heaven has made one 
man an excellent solmer; of another it has made 
a dancer or a singer and player on the lyre; 
while yet in another Jove has implanted a wise 
understanding of which men reap fruit to the 
saving of many, and he himself knows more 
about it than any one; therefore I will say what 
I think will be best. The fight has hemmed you 
in as with a circle of fire, and even now that 
the Trojans are within the wall some of them 
stand aloof in full armour, while others are 
fighting scattered and outnumbered near the 
ships. Draw back, therefore, and call your chief- 
tains round you, that we may advise together 
whether to fall now upon the ships in the hope 
that heaven may vouchsafe us victory, or to 
beat a retreat while we can yet safely do so. 
I greatly fear that the Achaeans will pay us their 
debt of yesterday in full, for there is one abid- 
ing at their ships who is never weary of battle, 
and who will not hold aloof much longer.'" 

[y4S ] Thus spoke Polydamas, and his words 

f jeased Hector well. He sprang in full armour 
rom his chariot and said, '‘Polydamas, gather 
the chieftains here; I will go yonder into the 
fight, but will return at once when I have given 
them their orders." 

[754] He then sped onward, towering like a 
snowy mountain, and with a loud cry (lew 
through the ranks of the Trojans and their 
allies. When they heard his voice they all has- 
tened to gather round Polydamas the excellent 
son of Panthoiis, but Hector kept on among the 
foremost, looking everywhere to find Deiphobus 
and prince I lelenus, Adamas son of Asius, and 
Asius son of Hyrtacus; living, indeed, and 
scatheless he could no longer find them, for the 
two last were lying by the sterns of the Achsean 
ships, slain by the Argives, while the others had 
been also stricken and wounded by them; but 
upon the left wing of the dread battle he found 
Alexandrus, husband of lovely Helen, . cheering 
his men and urging them on to fight. He went 
up to him and upbraided him. "Paris," said he, 
"evil-hearted Paris, fair to see but woman-mad 
and false of tongue, where are Deiphobus and 
King Helenus? Where are Adamas son of Asius, 
and Asius son of Hyrtacus? Where too is Othry- 
oneus? llius is undone and will now surely 
fall!" 

[774I Alexandrus answered, "Hector, why 
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find fault when there is no one to find fault 
with? I should hold aloof from battle on any 
day rather than this, for my mother bore me 
with nothing of the coward about me. From the 
moment when you set our men fighting about 
the ships we have been staying here and doing 
battle with the Danaans. Our comrades about 
whom you ask me are dead; Deiphobus and 
King Helenus alone have left the field, wounded 
both of them in the hand, but the son of Saturn 
saved them alive. Now, therefore, lead on 
where you would have us go, and we will fol- 
low with right goodwill; you shall not find us 
fail you in so far as our strength holds out, but 
no man can do more than in him lies, no matter 
how willing he may be." 

[788] With these words he satisfied his 
brother, and the two went towards the part of 
the battle where the fight was thickest, about 
Cebriones, brave Polydamas, Phalces, Orthajus, 
godlike Polyphetes, Palmys, Ascanius, and 
Morys son of Hippotion, who had come from 
fertile Ascania on the preceding day to relieve 
other troops. Then Jove urged them on to fight. 
They Hew forth like the blasts of some fierce 
wind that strike earth in the van of a thundcr- 
stonn— they buffet the salt sea into an uproar; 
many and mighty arc the great waves that come 
crashing in one after the other upon the shore 
with their arching heads all crested with foam 
—even so did rank behind rank of Trojans ar- 
rayed in gleaming armour follow their leaders 
onward. The way was led by Hector son of 
Priam, peer of murderous Mars, with his round 
shield before him— his shield of ox-hidcs covered 
with plates of bronze— and his gleaming helmet 
uj 5 on his temples. He kept stepping forward 
under cover of his shield in every direction, 
making trial of the ranks to sec if they would 
give way before him, but he could not daunt 
the courage of the Achaeans. Ajax was the first 
to stride out and challenge him. "Sir," he cried, 
"draw near; why do you think thus vainly to 
dismay the Argives? We Achaeans are excellent 
soldiers, but the scourge of Joye has fallen 
heavily upon us. Your heart, forsooth, is set 
on destroying our ships, but we t^o have hands 
that can keep you at bay, and iour own fair 
town shall be sooner taken and packed by our- 
selves, I’he time is near when you shall pray 
Jove and all the gods in your flight, that your 
steeds may be swifter than hawte as they raise 
the dust on the plain and bear you back to your 
city.” 

[821] As he was thus speaking a bird flew 
by upon his right hand, and the host of the 
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Achaeans shouted, for they took heart at the 
omen. But Hector answered, *^Ajax, braggart 
and false of tongue, would that I were as sure 
of being son for evermore to aegis-bearing Jove, 
with Queen Juno for my mother, and of being 
held in like honour with Minerva and Apollo, 
as I am that this day is big with the destruction 
of the Achaeans; and you shall fall among them 
if you dare abide my spear; it shall rend your 
fair body and bid you glut our hounds and birds 
of prey with your fat and your flesh, as you fall 


by the ships of the Achaeans.” 

[S33] With these words he led the way and 
the others followed after with a cry that rent 
the air, while the host shouted behind them. 
The Argives on their part raised a shout like- 
wise, nor did they forget their prowess, but 
stood firm against the onslaught of the Trojan 
chieftains, and the cry from both the hosts rose 
up to heaven and to the brightness of Jove s 
presence. 
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N estor was sitting over his wine, but were' coining out to sur\'ey the fight, being in 

the cry of battle did not escape him, great anxiety, and when old Nestor met them 

and he said to the son of ^Tsculapius, they were filled with dismay. Then King Aga- 

“What, noble Machaon, is the meaning of all memnon said to him, “Nestor son of Ncleus, 

this? The shouts of men fighting by our ships honour to the ^\chiean name, why have you left 

grow stronger and stronger; stay here, therefore, the battle to come hither? 1 fear that what dread 

and sit over your wine, while fair Hecamede Hector said will come true, when he vaunted 

heats you a bath and washes the clotted blood among the Trojans saying that be would not 

from off you. I will go at once to the look out return to Ilius till he had fired our ships and 

station and see what it is all about.” killed us; this is what he said, and now it is all 

[g] As he spoke he took up the shield of his coming true. Alas! others of the y\chx’ans, like 

son Thrasvmedes that was lying in his tent, all Achilles, arc in anger with me that they refuse 

gleaming with bronze, for Thrasymcdcs had to fight by the sterns of our ships.” 

taken his father’s shield; he grasped his re- [sz] Then Nestor knight of Gcrenc an- 
doubtablc bronze shod spear, and as soon as he swered, “It is indeed as you say; it is all coming 

was outside saw the disastrous rout of the true at this moment, and even Jove who thun- 

Achaeans who, now that their wall was over- ders from on high cannot prevent it. Fallen is 

thrown, were flying pell-mell before the Tro- the wall on which vve relied as an impregnable 

jans. As when there is a heavy swell upon the bulwark both for us and our fleet. The I’rojans 

sea, hut the waves are dumb— they keep their arc fighting stubbornly and without ceasing at 

eyes on the watch for the quarter whence the the ships; look where you may you cannot see 

fierce winds may spring upon them, but they from what quarter the rout oTthc Aclurans is 

stay where they are and set neither this way coming; they are being killed in a confused 

nor that, till some particular wind swx^eps dowm mass and the battle-cry ascends to heaven; let 

from heaven to determine them— even so did us think, if counsel can be ol any use, wh.it we 

the old man ponder whether to make for the had better do; hut I do not advise our going into 

crowd of Danaans, or go in search of Agamern- battle ourselves, for a man cannot fight when 

non. In the end lie deemed it best to go to the he is wounded.” 

son of Atreus; but meanwhile the hosts were /64J And King Agamemnon ansuorcd,“Ncs- 
fighting and killing one another, and the hard tor, if the rrojans arc indeed fighting at the 

bronze rattled on their bodies, as they thrust rear of our ships, and neither the wall nor the 

at one another w'ith their swords and spears. trench has served us— over w'liieh the Danaans 

[zy] The wounded kings, the son ofTydeus, toiled so hard, and wdiicli they deemed would 

Ulysses, and Agamemnon son of Atreus, fell be an impregnable bulwark both for iis and our 

in with Nestor as they were coming up from fleet— I see it must be the w'ill of Jove that the 

their ships— for theirs were drawn up some way Achaeans should perish ingloiioi^sly here, far 

from where the fighting was going on, being from Argos. I knew when Jove Was willing to 

on the shore itself inasmuch as they had been defend us, and I know now thal he is raising 

beached first, while the w^all had been built be- the Trojans to like honour w'ith llic gods, while 

hind the hindermost. 1 he stretch of the shore, us, on the other hand, he has boiind hand and 

wide though it was, did not alford room lor all foot. Now, therefore, let us all efo as I say; let 

the ships, and the host was cramped for space, us bring down the ships that arc on the beach 

therefore they had placed the ships in rows one and draw them into the water; let us make them 

behind the other, and had filled the whole fast to their mooring-stones a little w^ay out, 

opening of the bay between the two jxiints that against the fall of night— if even by night the 

formed it. The kings, leaning on their spears, Trojans will desist from fighting; we may then 
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draw down the rest of the fleet. There is noth- 
ing wrong in flying ruin even by night. It is 
better for a man that he should fly and be saved 
than be caught and killed.'" 

[82] Ulysses looked fiercely at him and said, 
''Son of Atreus, what are you talking about? 
Wretch, you should have commanded some 
other and baser army, and not been ruler over 
us to whom Jove has allotted a life of hard 
fighting from youth to old age, till we every 
one of us perish. Is it thus that you would quit 
the city of Troy, to win which we have suffered 
so much hardship? Hold your peace, lest some 
other of the Achaeans hear you say what no 
man who knows how to give good counsel, no 
king over so great a host as that of the .Argives 
should ever have let fall from his lips. I despise 
your judgement utterly for what you have been 
saying. Would you, then, have us draw down 
our ships into the water while the battle is 
raging, and thus play further into the hands of 
the conquering Trojans? It would be ruin; the 
Achieans w ill not go on fighting w'hcn they see 
the ships being dnM^m into the water, but wall 
cease attacking and keep turning their eyes 
towards them; your counsel, therefore. Sir cap- 
tain, w^ould be our destruction.” 

[ io:{] Agamemnon answered, "U lysscs, your 
rebuke has slung me to the heart. I am not, 
however, ordering the Achieans to draw their 
ships into the sea whether they will or no. Some 
one, it may be, old or young, can offer us better 
counsel which I shall rejoice to hear.” 

[log] I’hcn .said Diomed, “Such an one is 
at hand; he is not far to seek, if you will listen 
to me and not resent my .speaking though 1 am 
younger than any of you. 1 am by lineage son 
to a noble sire, lydeus, who lies buried at 
Thebes. For Portheus had three noble sons, two 
of whom, Agrius and Melas, alxide in Plcuron 
and rocky Calydon. The third was the knight 
CEncus, my father’s father, and he w^as the most 
valiant of them all. Q 2 neus remained in his own 
country, but my father Jove and the other 
gods ordained it) migrated to Argos. I le mar- 
ried into the family of Adrastus, and his house 
W'as one of great abundance, for he had large 
estates of rich corn-growing land, with much 
orcliard ground as well, and he had many sheep; 
moreover he excelled all the Argives in the use 
of the spear. You must yourselves have heard 
w^^ctlier these things are true or no; therefore 
when I say w’cll despise not my words as though 
1 were a coward or of ignoble birth. I say, then, 
let us go to the fight as we needs must, wounded 
though we be. When there, we may keep out 


of the battle and beyond the range of the spears 
lest we get fresh wounds in addition to what 
we have already, but we can spur on others, 
W'ho have been indulging their .spleen and hold- 
ing aloof from battle hitherto.” 

M33/ Thus did he speak; whereon they did 
even as he had said and set out. King Agamem- 
non leading the way. 

[i^sl Meanw'hilc Neptune had kept no 
blind look-out, and came up to them in the sem- 
blance of an old man. He took Agamemnon’s 
right hand in his own and said, “Son of Atreus, 
I take it Achilles is glad now that he secs the 
Achneans routed and slain, for he is utterly 
without remorse-may he come to a bad end 
and heaven confound him. As for yourself, the 
blessed gods are not vet so bitterly angiy? with 
you but that the princes and counsellors of the 
Trojans shall again raise the dust upon the 
plain, and you shall sec them flying from the 
ships and tents towards their city.” 

[147] With this he raised a mighty cry of 
battle, and sped forward to the plain. The voice 
that came trom his deep chest was as that of 
nine or ten thousand men when they are shout- 
ing in the thick of a fight, and it put fresh 
courage into the hearts of the Achaeans to wage 
war and do battle without ceasing. 

/ ^ 53 / Juno of the golden throne looked down 
as slic stood upon a peak of Olympus and her 
heart was gladdened at the sight of him who 
was at once her brother and her brother-in-law, 
hurr\ang hither and thither amid the fighting. 
Then she turned her eyes to Jove as he sat on 
the topmost crests of many-fountained Ida, and 
loathed him. She set herself to think how she 
might hoodwink him, and in the end she 
deemed that it would be best for her to go to 
Ida and array herself in rich attire, in the hope 
that Jove might become enamoured of her, and 
wish to embrace her. While he was thus en- 
gaged a sw'eet and careless sleep might be made 
to steal over his eves and senses. 

f 166] She went , therefore, to the room which 
her son \^ulcan had made her, and the doors 
of which he had cunningly fastened by means 
of a secret key so that no other god could open 
them. Here she entered and closed the doors 
behind her. She cleansed all the dirt from her 
fair body with ambrosia, then she anointed her- 
self with olive oil, ambrosial, very soft, and 
scented specially for herself— if it were so much 
as shaken in the bronze-floored house of Jove, 
the scent pc^^'aded the universe of heaven and 
earth. With this she anointed her delicate skin, 
and then she plaited the fair ambrosial locks 
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that flowed in a stream of golden tresses from 
her immortal head. She put on tlie wondrous 
robe which Minerva had worked for her with 
consummate art, and had embroidered with 
manifold devices; she fastened it about her 
bosom w'ith golden clasps, and she girded her- 
self with a girdle that had a hundred tassels: 
then she fastened her earrings, three brilliant 
pendants that glistened most l^eautifully, 
through the pierced lobes of her ears, and threw 
a lovely new veil over her head. She bound her 
sandals on to her feet, and when she had ar- 
rayed herself perfectly to her satisfaction, she 
lett her room and called V^enus to come aside 
and speak to her. ‘’My dear child,'’ said she, 
“will you do what I am going to ask of you, or 
will you refuse me because you are angry at 
my being on the Danaan side, while you are on 
the Trojan?” 

[^93] Jove’s daughter Venus answered, 
“Juno, august queen of goddesses, daughter of 
mighty Saturn, say what you want, and I will 
do it for you at once, if I can, and if it can be 
done at all.” 

[197] Then Juno told her a lying tale and 
said, “I want you to endow me with some of 
those fascinating charms, the spells of which 
bring all things mortal and immortal to your 
feet. I am going to the world’s end to visit 
Oceanus (from whom all we gods proceed) and 
mother Tethys: they received mein their house, 
took care of me, and brought me up, having 
taken me over from Rhaca when Jove im- 
prisoned great Saturn in the depths that are 
under earth and sea, I must go and see them 
that I may make peace between them; they 
have been quarrelling, and are so angry that 
they have not slept with one another this long 
while; if I can bring them round and restore 
them to one another’s embraces, they will be 
grateful to me and love me for ever afterwards.” 

[ill] Thereon laughter-loving Venus said, 
“I cannot and must not refuse you, for you sleep 
in the arms of Jove who is our king.” 

[214] As she spoke she loosed from her 
bosom the curiously embroidered girdle into 
which all her charms had been wrought— love, 
desire, and that sweet flattery which steals the 
judgement even of the most prudent. She gave 
the girdle to Juno and said, “Take this girdle 
wherein all my charms reside and lay it in your 
bosom. If you will wear it I promise you that 
your errand, be it what it may, will not be 
ijootless.” 

[ill] ’When she heard this Juno smiled, and 
still smiling she laid the girdle in her bosom. 


ILIAD 

[224] Venus now went back into the house 
of Jove, while Juno darted down from tlie sum- 
mits of Olympus. She passed over Pieria and 
fair Emathia, and went on and on till she came 
to the snowy ranges of the Thracian horsemen, 
over whose topmost crests she sped without 
ever setting foot to ground. When she came to 
Athos she went on over the waves of the sea 
till she reached Lemnos, the city of noble 
Thoas. There slie met Sleep, own brother to 
Death, and caught him by the hand, saying, 
“Sleep, you who lord it alike over mortals and 
immortals, if you ever did me a service in times 
past, do one for me now. and I shall be grateful 
to you ever after. Close Jove’s keen eyes for me 
in slumber while I hold him clasped in my em- 
brace, and I will give you a beautiful golden 
seat, that can never fall to pieces; my club' 
footed son Vulcan shall make it for you, and 
he shall give it a footstool for you to rest your 
fair feet upon when you are at table. ” 

[141] Then Sleep answered, “Juno, great 
queen of goddesses, daughter of mighty Saturn, 
I would lull any other ot the gods to sleep with- 
out compunction, not even excepting the waters 
of Oceanus from w'hom all of them pr(x:eed, 
but 1 dare not go near Jove, nor send him to 
sleep unless he bids me. 1 have had one lesson 
already through doing what you asked me, on 
the day when Jove's miglity son Hercules set 
sail from Ilius after having sacked the city of 
the Trojans. At your bidding*^ I suflused my 
sweet self over the mind of aegis bearing Jove, 
and laid him to rest; meanwhile you hatched a 
plot against I lercules, and set the blasts of the 
angry winds beating upon the st?a, till you took 
him to the goodly city of Cos away from all his 
friends. Jove w^as furious when he awoke, and 
began hurling the gods about all over the house; 
he was looking more particularly for myself, 
and would have flung me down through space 
into the sea where I should never have been 
heard of any more, had not Night who cows 
both men and gods protected me. I fled to her 
and Jove left off looking for me |n spite of his 
being so angry, for he did not dar^ do anything 
to displease Night. And now you jare again ask- 
ing me to do something on whichil cannot ven- 
ture.” 

[16^] And Juno said, “Sleep,? why do you 
take such notions as those into y 6 ur head? Do 
wu think Jove will be as anxious to help the 
Trojans, as he was about his own son? Come, I 
will marry vou to one of the youngest of the 
Graces, ancf she shall be your own— Pasithea, 
whom you have always wanted to marry.” 
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[26$ ] Sleep was pleased when he heard this, 
and answered, ‘Then swear it to me by the 
dread waters of the river Styx; lay one hand on 
the bounteous earth, and the other on the sheen 
of the sea, so that all the gods who dwell down 
below with Saturn may be our witnesses, and 
see that you really do give me one of the young- 
est of the Graces— Pasithea, whom I have 
always wanted to marry.*' 

[^77] Juno did as he had said. She swore, 
and invoked all the gods of the nether world, 
who are called Titans, to witness. When she 
had completed her oath, the two enshrouded 
themselves in a thick mist and sped lightly 
forward, leaving Lemnos and Imbrus behind 
them. Presently they reached many-fountained 
Ida, mother of wild beasts, and Lcctum where 
they left the sea to go on by land, and the tops 
of the trees of the forest soughed under the 
going of their feet. Here Sleep halted, and ere 
Jove caught sight of him he climbed a lofty 
pine-tree— the tallest that reared its head to- 
wards heaven on all Ida. He hid himself behind 
the branches and d>f>re in the semblance of 
the sweet-singing bird that haunts the moun- 
tains and is called Chalcis by the gods, but men 
call it Cymindis. Juno then went to Gargarus, 
the topmost peak of Ida, and Jove, driver of the 
clouds, set eyes upon her. As soon as he did so 
he became inflamed with the same passionate 
desire for her that he had felt when they had 
first enjoyed each other’s embraces, and slept 
with one another without their dear parents 
knowing anything about it. I Ic went up to her 
and said, '‘What do you want that you have 
come hither from Olympus— and that too with 
neither chariot nor horses to convey you?*’ 
1^01] Then Juno told him a lying tale and 
said, “I am going to the world’s end, to visit 
Oceanus, from whom all we gods proceed, and 
mother Tethys; they received me into their 
house, took care of me, and brought me up. I 
must go and see them that I may make peace 
between them: they have been quarrelling, and 
are so angry^ that they have not slept with one 
another this long time. The horses that will 
tt\ke me over land and sea are stationed on the 
lowermost spurs of many-fountained Ida, and 
I have come here from Olympus on purpose to 
consult you. I was afraid you might be angry 
with me later on, if I went to the house of 
Oceanus without letting vou know.*' 

^3 1 2/ And Jove said,/ juno, you can choose 
some other time for paying your visit to Oceanus 
“for the present let us devote ourselves to love 
and to the enjoyment of one another. Never yet 
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have I been so overpowered by passion neither 
for goddess nor mortal woman as I am at this 
moment for yourself— not even when I was in 
love with the wife of Ixion who bore me Pirith- 
oiis, peer of gods in counsel, nor yet with 
Danae the daintily-ancled daughter of Acrisius, 
who bore me the famed hero Perseus. Then 
there was the daughter of Phoenix, who bore 
me Minos and Rhadamanthus: there was 
Semele, and Alcmena in Thebes by whom I 
begot my lion-hearted son Hercules, wdiile Sem- 
elc became mother to Bacchus the comforter of 
mankind. There was queen Ceres again, and 
lovely Lcto, and yourself— but with none of 
these was I ever so much enamoured as I now 
am with you.” 

[3^9] Juno again answered him with a lying 
tale. "Most dread son of Saturn,” she exclaimed, 
"what are you talking about-^ Would you have 
us enjoy one another here on the top of Mount 
Ida, where everything can be scen^ What if 
one of the ever living gods should see us sleep- 
ing together, and tell the others? It would be 
such a scandal that when I had risen from your 
embraces I could never show myself inside your 
house again; but if you are so minded, there is 
a room which your son Vulcan has made me, 
and he has given it good strong doors; if you 
would so have it, let us go thither and lie down.” 

[341] And Jove answered, “Juno, you need 
not be afraid that either god or man will see 
you, for I will enshroud both of us in such a 
dense golden cloud, that the very sun for all 
his bright piercing beams shall not see through 
it.” 

[^46] With this the son of Saturn caught his 
wife in his embrace; whereon the earth sprouted 
them a cushion of young grass, with dew- 
bcspanglcd lotus, crocus, and hyacinth, so soft 
and thick that it raised them well above the 
ground. Here they laid themselves down and 
overhead they were covered by a fair cloud of 
gold, from which there fell glittering dew-drops. 

[352-] Thus, then, did the sire of all things 
re}X)se peacefully on the crest of Ida, overcome 
at once by sleep and love, and he held his 
spouse in his arms. Meanwhile Sleep made off 
to the ships of the Achaeans, to tell earth - 
encircling Neptune, lord of the earthquake. 
When he had found him he said, "Now, Nep- 
tune, you can help the Danaans with a will, 
and give them victory though it be only for a 
short time while Jove is still sleeping. I have 
sent him into a sweet slumber, and Juno has 
beguiled him into going to bed wdth her.” 

I ] Sleep now departed and went his ways 
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to anti fro among mankind, leaving Neptune 
more eager than ever to help the Danaans. He 
darted f’oru'ard among the first ranks and 
shouted saying, “Argives, shall we let Hector 
son of Priam have the triumph of taking our 
ships and covering himself with glory? This is 
what he savs that he shall now do, seeing that 
Achilles is still in dudgeon at his ships. We 
shall get on very well without him if we keep 
each other in heart and stand by one another. 
Now, therefore, let us all do as I say. Let us 
each take the best and largest shield we can 
lay hold of, put on our helmets, and sally forth 
with our longest spears in our hands; I will 
lead you on, and Hector son of Priam, rage as 
he may, will not dare to hold out against us. 
If any good staunch soldier has only a small 
shield, let him hand it over to a worse man, and 
take a larger one for himself.’* 

[^78] Thus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said. The son of Tydeus, Ulysses, and 
Agamemnon, wounded though they were, set 
the others in array, and went about everywhere 
effecting the exchanges of armour; the most 
valiant took the best armour, and gave the wor.se 
to the w'orse man. When they had donned their 
bronze armour they marched on w'ith Neptune 
at their head. In his strong hand he grasped his 
terrible sword, keen of edge and flashing like 
lightning; woe to him who comes across it in 
the day of battle; all men quake for fear arid 
keep away from it. 

[^Sg] Hector on the other side set the Tro- 
jans in array. Thereon Neptune and flec!tor 
w’aged fierce war on one anotlier— I lector on 
the Trojan and Neptune on the Argive side. 
Mighty was the uproar as the tw'o forces met; 
the sea came rolling in tow'ards the ships and 
tents of the Acluxans, but waves do not thunder 
on the shore more loudly when driven before 
the blast of Boreas, nor do the flames of a 
forest fire roar more fiercely when it is well 
alight upon the mountains, nor does the wind 
bellow with ruder music as it tears on through 
the tops of the oaks when it is blowing its hard- 
est, than the terrible shout which the Trojans 
and Achaeans raised as they sprang upon one 
another. 

[402] Hector first aimed his spear at Ajax, 
who was turned full towards him, nor did he 
miss his aim. The spear struck him where two 
bands passed over nis chest— the band of his 
shield and that of his silver-studdc^d sword—and 
these protected his body. Hector was angry that 
his spear should have been hurled in vain, and 
withdrew under cover of his men. As he was 


thus retreating, Ajax son of Telamon struck 
him with a stone, of w'hich there were many 
lying about under the men’s feet as they fought 
—brought there to give support to the ships' 
sides as they lay on the shore. Ajax caught up 
one of them and stmek Hector above the rim 
of his shield close to his neck; the blow made 
him spin round like a top and reel in all direc- 
tions. As an oak falls headlong when uprooted 
by the lightning flash of father Jove, and there 
is a terrible smell of brimstone*- -no man can 
help being dismayed if he is standing near it, 
for a thunderbolt is a very^ awful thing— even 
so did Hector fall to earth and bite the dust. 
His spear fell from his band, but his shield and 
helmet were made fast about his body, and his 
bronze annour rang about him. 

[421] The sons of the Achxans came run- 
ning with a loud cry towards him, hoping to 
drag him away, and they showered their darts 
on the Trojans, but none ol tlicm could wound 
him before he was surrounded and covered by 
the princes Polydamas, /Lucas, Agenor, Sarpe- 
don captain of the Lycians, and noble Glaucus; 
of the others, too, there was not one who was 
unmindful of him, and they held their round 
shields over him to cover him. 1 lis comrades 
then lifted him off the ground and bore him 
away from the battle to the place where his 
horses stood waiting for him at the rear of the 
fight with their driver and the chariot; these 
then took him towards the city groaning and in 
great pain. When they reached the ford of the 
fair stream of Xantluis, begotten of Immortal 
Jove, they took him from off his chariot and 
laid him dowm on the ground, they poured 
water over him, and as they did so he breathed 
again and opened his eyes. Tlieii kneeling on 
his knees he vomited blood, hut soon fell back 
on to the ground, and his eyes were again closed 
in darkness for he was still stunned by the blow. 

[440] When the Argivcs saw Hector leav- 
ing the field, they took heart and set upon the 
Trojans yet more furiously. Ajax fleet son of 
Oilcus began by springing on Satnius son of 
I*nops and wounding him with his spear: a 
fair naiad nym2:)h had borne hifn to Enops as 
he was herding cattle by the baijiks of the river 
Satniocis. Lhe son of Oileus cu^nie up to him 
and struck him in the flank so that he fell, and 
a fierce fight between Trojans and Danaans 
raged round his body. Polydamas son of Pan- 
thoiis drew near to avenge him, and wounded 
Prothoenor son of Areilycus on the right 
shoulder; the terrible spear went right through 
his shoulder, and he clutched the earth as he 
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fell in the dust. Polydamas vaunted loudly over 
him saying, ‘'Again I take it that the spear has 
not sped in vain from the strong hand of the 
son of Panthoiis; an Argivc has caught it in his 
body, and it will serve him for a staff as he goes 
down into the house of I fades.** 

/458J The Argives were maddened by this 
boasting. Ajax son of Telamon was more angry 
than any, for the man had fallen close beside 
him; so he aimed at Polydamas as he was re- 
treating, but Polydamas saved himself by 
swerving aside and the spear struck y\rchelo- 
chus son of Antenor, for heaven counselled his 
destruction; it struck him where the head 
springs from the neck at the top joint of the 
spine, and severed both the tendons at the back 
of the head. His head, mouth, and nostrils 
reached the ground long before his legs and 
knees could do so, and Ajax shouted to Poly- 
damas saying, ‘Think, Polydamas, and tell me 
truly whether this man is not as well worth 
killing as Prothocnor was: he seems ikh, and 
of rich family, a brother, it may he, or son of 
the knight Anteno»’, for he is very like him.** 

1 47 Sl ihil he knew well who it was, and the 
IVojans were greatly angered. Acamas then be- 
strode his brother’s body and wounded Prom- 
aehus the Berotian with his spear, for he was 
trying to drag his hi other’s body away. Acamas 
vaunted loudly over him saying, “Argive 
archers, braggarts that you are, toil and suffer- 
ing shall not be for us only, but some of you 
too shall fall here as well as ourselves. See how 
Prornachus now sleeps, vancjiushcd by my 
spear; payment for my brother’s Idood has not 
been long delayed; a man, therefore, may well 
be thanklul if he leaves a kinsman in his house 
behind him to avenge liis fall,” 

[4S7] 1 lis taunts infuriated the y\rgivcs, and 
Pencleos was more enraged than any of them, 
f fc sprang towards Acamas, hut Acamas did not 
stand his ground, and he killed Ilioneus son of 


the rich flock-master Phorbas, whom Merc-ury 
had favoured and endowed with greater wealth 
than any other of the Trojans. Ilioneus was his 
only son, and Pencleos now wounded him in 
the eye under his eyebrows, tearing the eye-ball 
from its socket; the spear went right through 
the eye into the nape of the neck, and he fell, 
stretching out both hands before him. Peneleos 
then drew his sword and smote him on the 
neck, so that both head and helmet came tum- 
bling down to the ground with the spear still 
sticking in the eye, he then held up the head, 
as though it had been a poppy-head, and 
showed it to the Trojans, vaunting over them 
as he did so. “1 mjans,” he cried, “bid the father 
and mother of noble Ilioneus make moan for 
liiin in their house, for the wife also of Proma- 
chus son of yMcgcnor will never be gladdened 
by the coming of her dear husband when we 
Argives return with our ships from Troy.” 

/506J As he spoke fear fell upon them, and 
every man looked round about to see whither 
he might fly for safety. 

fsoHj Tell me now, O Muses that dwell on 
Olympus, who was the first of the Argi\’es to 
hear away blood-stained spoils after Neptune 
lord of the earthquake had turned the fortune 
of war. y\jax son of Telamon was first to wound 
llynius son of Gvrtius, captain of the staunch 
Mysians. Antiloehus killed Phalees and Mer- 
menis, while Merioncs slew Morn's and Hippo- 
tion, Teueer also killed Prothoon and Periphe- 
tcs. The son of Atreus then wounded llypcr- 
enor shepherd of his people, in the flank, and 
the bronzx' jx)int made his entrails gush out as 
it tore in among them; on this his life came 
hurrying out of him at the place where he had 
been wounded, and his eyes were closed m 
darkness. y\jax son of Oileus killed moie than 
any other, for there was no man so fleet as he 
to pursue flying foes when Jove had spread 
panic among them. 
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B ut when their flight had taken them past 
the trench and the set stakes, and many 
had fallen by the hands of the Danaans, 
the Trojans made a halt on reaching their char- 
iots, routed and pale with fear. Jove now woke 
on the crests of Ida, where he was lying wnth 
golden-throned Juno by his side, and starting to 
his feet he saw the Trojans and Achasans, the 
one thrown into confusion, and the others driv- 
ing them pell-mell before them with King 
Neptune in their midst. He saw Hector lying 
on the ground with his comrades gathered 
round him, gasping for breath, wandering in 
mind and vomiting blood, for it was not the 
feeblest of the Achaeans who struck him. 

[iz] The sire of gods and men had pity on 
him, and looked fiercely on Juno. see, Juno,” 
said he, ‘'you mischief-making trickster, that 
your cunning has stayed Hector from fighting 
and has caused the rout of his host. I am in 
half a mind to thrash you, in w'hich case you 
will be the first to reap the fruits of your scurvy 
knavery. Do you not remember how once upon 
a time I had you hanged? I fastened two anvils 
on to your feet, and bound your hands in a 
chain of gold which none might break, and 
you hung in mid-air among the clouds. All the 
gods in Olympus were in a fury, but they could 
not reach you to set you free; when I caught 
any one of them I gripped him and hurled him 
from the heavenly threshold till he came faint- 
ing down to earth; yet even this did not relieve 
my mind from the incessant anxiety which I 
felt about noble Hercules whom you and Boreas 
had spitefully conveyed beyond the seas to Cos, 
after suborning the tempests; but I rescued him, 
and notwithstanding all his mighty labours I 
brought him back again to Argos. I would re- 
mind you of this that you may learn to leave off 
being so deceitful, and discover how much you 
are likely to gain by the embraces out of which 
you have come here to trick me.” 

[34] Juno trembled as he spoke, and said, 
”May heaven above and earth below be my wit- 
nesses, with the waters of the river Styx~and 
this is the most solemn oath that a blessed god 


can take— nay, I swear also by your own al- 
mighty head and by our bridal bed— things 
over which I could never possibly perjure my- 
self— that Neptune is not punishing Hector and 
the Trojans and helping the Achxans through 
any doing of mine; it is all of his own mere mo- 
tion because he was sorry to see the Achaeans 
hard pressed at their ships; if I were advising 
him, I should tell him to do as you bid him.” 

[47] The sire of gods and men smiled and 
answered, "If you, Juno, were alwa^^s to sup- 
port me when we sit in council of the gods, 
Neptune, like it or no, would soon come round 
to your and my w'ay of thinking. If, then, you 
are speaking the truth and mean what you say, 
go among the rank and file of the gods, and 
tell Iris and Apollo lord of the bow, that I want 
them— Iris, that she may go to the Achaean host 
and tell Neptune to leave off fighting and go 
home, and Apollo, that he may send Hector 
again into battle and give him fresh strength; 
he will thus forget his present sufferings, and 
drive the Achacans back in confusion till they 
fall among the ships of Achilles son of Peleus. 
Achilles will then send his comrade Pa trod us 
into battle, and Hector will kill him in front of 
Ilius after he has slain many warriors, and 
among them my own noble son Sarpedon. 
Achilles will kill Hector to avenge Patrocliis, 
and from that time I will bring it about that the 
Achaeans shall persistently drive the 'Projans 
back till they fulfil the counsels of Minerva and 
take Ilius. But I will not stay my anger, nor 
permit any gcxl to help the Danaans till I have 
accomplished the desire of the Jjon of Peleus, 
according to the promise I made ty lx)wing my 
head on the day when Thetis touched my knees 
and besought me to give him hoi^our.” 

[78] Juno heeded his words i\^d went from 
the heights of Ida to great Olynjpus. Swift as 
the thought of one whose fancy c 4 tries him over 
vast continents, and he says to himself, "Now 
I will be here, or there,” and he would have all 
manner of things— even so swiftly did Juno 
wing her way till she came to high Olympus 
and went in among the gods who were gathered 
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in the house of Jove. When they saw her they 
all of them came up to her, and held out their 
cups to her by way of greeting. She let the 
others be, hut took the cup offered her by lovely 
Themis, who \vas first to come running up to 
her. said she, *‘why are you here? And 

you seem troubled— has your husband the son 
of Saturn been frightening you?" 

And Juno answered, “Themis, do not 
ask me about it. You know what a proud and 
cruel disposition my husband has. Lead the 
gods to table, where you and all the immortals 
can hear the wicked designs which he has 
avowed. Many a one, mortal and immortal, will 
be angered by them, however peaceably he may 
be feasting now." 

[ loo] On this Juno sat down, and the gods 
were troubled throughout the house of Jove. 
Laughter sat on her lips but her brow was fur- 
rowed with care, and she spoke up in a rage. 
“Fools that vve are," she cried, “to be thus 
madly angry with Jove; we keep on wanting 
to go up to him and stay him by force or by 
persuasion, but h#' sK' ’loof and cares for no- 
body, for he knows that he is much stronger 
tlian any other of the immortals. Make the best, 
therefore, of w'hatcver ills he may choose to 
send each one of you; Mars, I take it, has had 
a taste of them already, for his son Ascalaphus 
has fallen in battle— the man whom of all others 
he hn ed most dearly and whose father he owns 
himself to be." 

[ 7 r 3 / When he heard this Mars smote his two 
sturdy thighs with the flat of his hands, and said 
in anger, “Do not blame me, you gods that dwell 
in heaven, if I go to the ships of the Achecans 
and avenge the death of my son, even though it 
end in my being struck by Jove's lightning and 
lying in blood and dust among the coiyjses." 

[119] As he spoke he gave orders to yoke his 
horses Panic and Rout, while he put on his 
annour. On this, Jove w'ould have been roused 
to still more fierce and implacable enmity 
against the other immortals, had not Minerva, 
alarmed for the safety of the gods, sprung from 
her seat and hurried outside. She tore the hel- 
inet from his head and the shield from his 
shoulders, and she took the bronze spear from 
his strong hand and set it on one side; then she 
said to Mars, “Madman, you are undone; you 
have ears that hear not, or you have lost all 
judgement and understanding; have you not 
heard what Juno has said on coming straight 
from the presence of Olympian Jove? Do you 
wish to go through all kinds of suflFering before 
you are brought back sick and sorry to Olym- 


pus, after having caused infinite mischief to all 
us others? Jove would instantly leave the Tro- 
jans and Achaeans to themselves; he would 
come to Olympus to punish us, and would grip 
us up one after another, guilty or not guilty. 
Therefore lay aside your anger for the death of 
our son; better men than he have either been 
illcd already or will fall hereafter, and one 
cannot protect every one's whole family." 

[ 1 42 j With these words she took Mars back 
to his seat. Meanwhile Juno called Apollo out- 
side, with Iris the messenger of the gods. 
“Jove," she said to them, “desires you to go to 
him at once on Mt. Ida; when you have seen 
him you are to do as he may then bid you." 

[149] Thereon Juno left them and resumed 
her seat inside, w'hile Iris and Apollo made all 
haste on their way. When they reached many- 
fountained Ida, mother of wild beasts, they 
found Jove seated on topmost Gargarus with a 
fragrant cloud enjcircling his head as with a 
diadem. They stood before his presence, and he 
was pleased with them for having been so quick 
in obeying the orders his wife had given them. 

[ 157] fie spoke to Iris first. “Gio," said he, 
“fleet Iris, tell King Neptune what I now bid 
you— and tell him true. Bid him leave off fight- 
ing, and cither join the company of the gods, or 
go down into the sea. If he takes no heed and 
disobeys me, let him consider well whether be 
is strong enough to hold his own against me if 
I attack him. I am older and much stronger 
than he is; yet he is not afraid to set himself 
up as on a level with myself, of whom all the 
other gods stand in awe." 

[j68] Iris, fleet as the wind, obeyed him, and 
as the cold hail or snowflakes that fly from out 
the clouds before the blast of Boreas, even so 
did she wing her way till she came close up to 
the great shaker of the earth. Then she said, 
“I have come, O dark-haired king that holds 
the world in his embrace, to bring you a mes- 
sage from Jove. He bids you leave off fighting, 
and either join the company of the gods or go 
do%vn into the sea; if, however, you take no 
heed and disobey him, he says he will come 
down here and fight you. fie would have you 
keep out of his reach, for he is older and much 
stronger than you are, and yet you are not 
afraid to set yourself up as on a level with him- 
self, of whom all the other gods stand in awe." 

[1S4] Neptune was very angry and said, 
“Great heavens! strong as Jove may be, he has 
said more than he can do if he has threatened 
violence against me, who am of like honour 
with himself. We were three brothers whom 
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Rhea bore to Saturn— Jove, myself, and Hades 
who rules the world below. Heaven and earth 
were divided into three parts, and each of us 
vi^as to have an equal share. When we cast lots, 
it fell to me to have my dwelling in the sea for 
evermore; Hades took the darkness of the realms 
under the earth, while air and sky and clouds 
were the portion that fell to Jove; but earth and 
great Olympus are the common property of all. 
Therefore I will not walk as Jove would have 
me. For all his strength, let him keep to his own 
third share and be contented without threaten* 
ing to lay hands upon me as though I were no- 
body. Let him keep his bragging talk for his 
own sons and daughters, who must perforce 
obey him.'" 

[zoo] Iris fleet as the wind then answered, 
'‘Am I really, Neptune, to take this daring and 
unyielding message to Jove, or will you recon- 
sider your answer? Sensible people arc open to 
argument, and you know that the Erinyes al- 
ways range themselves on the side of the older 
person.*' 

[zos] Neptune answered, “Croddess Iris, 
your words have been spoken in season. It is 
well when a messenger shows so much discre- 
tion. Nevertheless it cuts me to the very heart 
that any one should rebuke so angrilv another 
who is his own peer, and of like empire with 
himself. Now, how^ever, I will give way in spite 
of my displeasure; furthennore let me tell you, 
and I mean what I say— if contrary to the desire 
of myself, Minerva driver of the spoil, Juno, 
Mercury, and King Vulcan, Jove spares sfeep 
Ilius, and will not let the Achccans have the 
great triumph of sacking it, let liirn understand 
that he will incur our implacable resentment," 

[zi8] Neptune now left the field to go down 
under the sea, and sorely did the Achjcans miss 
him. Then Jove said to Apollo, “Go, dear 
Phoebus, to Hector, for Neptune who holds 
the earth in his embrace has now gone down 
under the sea to avoid the severity of my dis- 
pleasure. Had he not done so those gods who 
are below with Saturn would have come to 
hear of the fight betw'cen us. It is better for 
both of us that he should have curbed fiis anger 
and kept out of my reach, for 1 should have had 
much trouble with him. Take, then, your tas- 
selled aegis, and shake it furiously, so as to set 
the Achaean heroes in a panic; take, mrireover, 
brave Hector, O Far-Dartcr, into your owm care, 
and rouse him to deeds of daring, till the Achae- 
ans are sent flying back to their ships and to 
the Hellespont. From that |X)int I will think it 
well over, how the Achieans may have a respite 


from their troubles/' 

[z7;6] Apollo obeyed his father's saying, and 
left the crests of Ida, flying like a falcon, bane 
of doves and swiftest of all birds. He found 
Hector no longer lying upon flie ground, but 
sitting up, for he had just come to himself 
again. He knew those who were about him, 
and the sweat and hard breathing had left him 
from the moment when the will of legis-bearing 
Jove had revived him. Apollo stood beside him 
and said, “Hector, son of Priam, why arc you 
so faint, and w^hy arc you here aw'ay from the 
others? Has any mishap befallen you?" 

[146] Hector in a weak voice answered, 
“And W'hich, kind sir, of the gods are you, who 
now ask me thus? Do you not know that Ajax 
struck me on the chest with a stone as I was 
killing his comrades at the ships of the Achic- 
ans, and compelled me to leave otf fighting? I 
made sure that this ver\^ day I should breathe 
my last and go down into the house of I lades." 

^253] 'Phen King Apollo said to him, “Take 
heart; the son of Saturn has sent you a mighty 
helper from Ida to stand by you and defend 
you, even me, Plicjebus Apollo of the golden 
sword, who have been guardian hitherto not 
only of yourself but of your city. Now, there- 
fore, order your horsemen to drive their chariots 
to the ships in great multitudes. T will go helore 
your horses to smooth the way for them, and 
will turn the Achieans in flight." 

[z6zj As he spoke he infused great strength 
into the shepherd of his people. And as a Imrsc, 
stabled and full-fed, breaks loose and gallops 
gloriously over the plain to the place where he 
is wont to take his bath in the river— he tosses 
his head, and his mane streams over his 
shoulders as in all the pride of his strength he 
flics full speed to the pastures w^here the mares 
are feeding— even so Hector, when he heard 
w^hat the god said, urged his horsemen on, and 
sped forward as fast as his limbs could take him. 
As country peasants set their hounds on to a 
homed stag or wild goat— he has taken shelter 
under rock or thicket, and they cannot find 
him, but, lo, a bearded lion whr^i their shouts 
have roused stands in their path, and they are 
in no further humour for the ihasc— even so 
the Achaeans were still chargini on in a bexly, 
using their swords and spears pointed at both 
ends, but when they saw Hectior going about 
among his men they were aftaid, and their 
hearts fell down into their feet. 

fz8i] Ihcn spoke Thoas son of Andraemon, 
leader of the A^tolians, a man who could throw 
a good throw, and who was staunch also in close 
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fight, while few could surpass him in debate 
v\men opinions were divided. He then with all 
sincerity and goodwill addressed them thus: 
*‘VVhat, in heaven’s name, do I now see? Is it 
not Hector come to life again? Every one made 
sure he had been killed by Ajax son of Tela- 
mon, but it seems that one of the gods has again 
rescued him. 1 le has killed many of us Danaans 
already, and I lake it will yet do so, for the 
hand of Jove must be with him or he would 
never dare show himself so masterful in the fore- 
front of the battle. Now, therefore, let us all 
do as 1 say; let us order the main body of our 
forces to fall back upm the ships, but let those 
of us who profess to be the flower of the army 
stand firm, and see whether w^e cannot hold 
Hector back at the point of our spears as soon 
as he comes near us; I conceive that he will 
then think better of it before he tries to charge 
into the press of the Danaans.*’ 

[^oo] 'I’hus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said. Those who were about Ajax and 
King Idomcneus, the follow'crs moreover of 
Teuccr, Merioncs, and Meges peer of Mars 
called all their best men about them and sus- 
tained the fight against Hector and the Trojans, 
but the main body fell back upon the ships of 
the Acha:ans. 

/306/ The Trojans pressed forward in a 
dense body, with Hector striding on at their 
head. Before him went Pha’hus Apollo shrouded 
in cloud about his shoulders. 1 le bore aloft the 
terrible a^gis with its shagg)^ fringe, w^hich Vul- 
can the smith had given Jove to strike terror 
into the hearts of men. With this in his hand 
he led on tlie I’rojans. 

[312/ The Argives held together and stood 
tht‘ir ground. I he cry of battle rose high from 
cither side, and the arrows flew from the bow- 
strings. Many a spear sped from strong hands 
and fastened in the bodies of many a valiant 
warrior, while others fell to earth midway, be- 
fore they could taste of man’s fair flesh and glut 
themselves with blood. So long as Phoebus 
Apollo held his cegis quietly and without shak- 
ing it, the weapons on either side took effect 
and the people fell, but when he shook it straight 
in the face of the Danaans and raised hismighty 
battle-cry their hearts fainted within them and 
they forgot their former prowess. As w'hen two 
wild beasts spring in the dead of night on a 
herd of cattle or a large flock of sheep when the 
herdsman is not there— even so were the Dana- 
ans struck helpless, for Apollo filled them with 
panic and gave victory to Hector and the Tro- 
jans. 


/328J The fight then became more scattered 
and they killed one another where they best 
could. Hector killed Stichius and Arcesilaus, 
the one, leader of the Baotians, and the other, 
friend and comrade of Menestheus. JEncas 
killed Medon and lasus. The first was bastard 
.son to Oileus, and brother to Ajax, but he lived 
in Phylace away from his own country, for he 
had killed a man, a kinsman of his stepmother 
Eriopis whom Oileus had married. lasus had 
become a leader of the Athenians, and was son 
of Sphelus the son of Boucolos. Polydamas 
killed Mccisteiis, and Polites Echius, in the 
front of the battle, while Agenor slew Clonius. 
Paris struck Deiochus from behind in the lower 
part of the shoulder, as he was flying among the 
foremost, and the point of the spear w'ent clean 
through him. 

[343] While they were spoiling these heroes 
of their armour, the Achaeans were flying pell- 
mell to the trench, and the set stakes, and were 
forced back within their wall. Hector then 
cried out to the Trojans, “Forward to the ships, 
and let the spoils be. If I see any man keeping 
back on the other side the wall away from the 
ships I will have him killed: his kinsmen and 
kinswomen shall not give him his dues of fire, 
but dogs shall tear him in pieces in front of out 
city.” 

liSi] Ashe spoke he laid his whip about his 
horses’ shoulders and called to the Trojans 
throughout their ranks; the Trojans shouted 
with a cry that rent the air, and kept their 
horses neck and neck with his own. Phoebus 
Apollo went before, and kicked down the banks 
of the deep trench into its middle so as to make 
a great broad bridge, as broad as the throw of a 
spear when a man is trying his strength. The 
Trojan battalions poured over the bridge, and 
Apollo with his redoubtable aegis led the way. 
He kicked down the wall of the Achaeans as 
easily as a child who playing on the sea shore 
has built a house of sand and then kicks it dovm 
again and destroys it— even so did you, O Apollo, 
shed toil and trouble upon the Argives, filling 
them with panic and confusion. 

[367] ITus then were the Achaeanshemmed 
in at their ships, calling out to one another and 
raising their hands with loud cries every man to 
heaven. Nestor of Gerene, tower of strength to 
the Achxans, lifted up his hands to the starry 
finnamentof heaven, and prayed morefer\’cntly 
than any of them. “Father Jove,” said he, “if 
ever any one in wheat-growing Argos burned 
you fat thigh- bones of sheep or heifer and 
prayed that he might return safely home, 



io8 THE 

whereon you bowed your head to him in assent, 
bear it in mind now, and suffer not the Trojans 
to triumph thus over the Achaeans/* 

[^77] All-counselling Jove thundered loudly 
in answer to the prayer of the aged son of Ne- 
leus. When the Trojans heard Jove thunder 
they flung themselves yet more fiercely on the 
Achasans. As a wave breaking over the bul- 
warks of a sliip when the sea runs high before 
a gale— for it is the force of the wind that makes 
the waves so great— even so did the Trojans 
spring over the wall with a shout, and drive 
their chariots onwards. The two sides fought 
vrith their double-pointed spears in hand-to- 
hand encounter— the Trojans from their char- 
iots, and the Achaeans climbing up into their 
ships and wielding the long pikes that were ly- 
ing on the decks ready for use in a sea-fight, 
jointed and shod with bronze. 

[390] Now Patroclus, so long as the Achae- 
ans and Trojans were fighting about the wall, 
but were not yet within it and at the ships, re- 
tnained sitting in the tent of good Eurypylus, 
entertaining him with his conversation and 
spreading herbs over his wound to ease his pain. 
Wien, however, he saw the Trojans swarming 
through the breach in the wall, while the 
Achaeans were clamouring and struck with 
panic, he cried aloud, and smote his two thighs 
with the flat of his hands. ‘'Eurypylus,^* said he 
in his dismay, “I know you want me badly, but 
f cannot stay with you any longer, for there is 
hard fighting going on; a servant shall take care 
of you now, for I must make all speed to 
Achilles, and induce him to fight if I can; who 
knows but with heaven's help I may persuade 
him. A man does well to listen to the advice of a 
friend." 

[ 40^ ] When he had thus spoken he went his 
way. The Achaeans stood firm and resisted the 
attack of the Trojans, yet though these w'ere 
fewer in number, they could not drive them 
back from the ships, neither could the T rojans 
break the Achaean ranks and make their way in 
among the tents and ships. As a carpenter's line 
gives a true edge to a piece of ship's timber, in 
the hand of some skilled w'orkman whom Mi- 
nerva has instructed in all kinds of useful arts— 
even so level was the issue of the fight betw^ecn 
the two sides, as they fought some round one 
ship and some round another. 

[41$] Hector made straight for Ajax, and 
the two fought fiercely about the same ship. 
Hector could not force Ajax back and fire the 
ship, nor yet could Ajax drive Hector from the 
q)ot to which heaven had brought him. 
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[419] ITien Ajax struck Caletor son of Cly- 
tius in the chest with a spear as he was bringing 
fire towards the ship. He fell heavily to the 
ground and the torch dropped from his hand. 
When Hector saw his cousin fallen in front of 
the ship he shouted to the Trojans and Lycians 
saying, “Trojans, Lycians, and Dardaniansgood 
in close fight, bate not a jot, but rescTie the son 
of Clytius lest the Achaeans strip him of his ar- 
mour now that he has fallen." 

/^43o] He then aimed a spear at Ajax, and 
missed him, but he hit Lycophron a follower of 
Ajax, who came from Cythera, but was living 
with Ajax inasmuch as he had killed a man 
among the Cythereans. Hector's spear struck 
him on the head below the car, and he fell 
headlong from the ship's prow on to the ground 
with no life left in him. Ajax shook with rage 
and said to his brother, “Teucer, my good fel 
low, our trusty comrade the son of Master has 
fallen, he who came to live with us from Cy- 
thera and whom we honoured as much as our 
own parents. Hector has just killed him; fetch 
your deadly arrows at once and the how which 
Phoebus Apollo gave you." 

[442] Teucer heard him and hastened to- 
wards him with his bow and quiver in his hands. 
Forthwith he showered his arrows on the Tro- 
jans, and hit Cleitus the son of Pisenor, com- 
rade of Polydanias the noble son of Panthoiis, 
with the reins in his hands as he was attending 
to his horses; he was in the middle of the very 
thickest part of the fight, doing good service to 
Hector and the Trojans, but evil had now come 
upon him, and not one of those who were fain 
to do so could avert it, for the arrow struck him 
on the back of the neck. I le fell from his chariot 
and his horses shook the empty car as they 
swerved aside. King Polydamas saw what had 
happened, and was the first to come up to the 
horses; he gave them in charge to Astynoiis son 
of Protiaon, and ordered him to look on, and to 
keep the horses near at hand. He then went 
back and took his place in the front ranks. 

[458] Teucer then aimed another arrow at 
Hector, and there would have teen no more 
fighting at the ships if he had hittimand killed 
him then and there: Jove, howfver, who kept 
watch over Hector, had his eyes <Jn Teucer, and 
deprived him of his triumph, by breaking his 
bowstring for him just as he was drawing it 
and about to take his aim; on fhis the arrow 
went astray and the bow fell from his hands. 
Teucer shook with anger and said to his brother, 
“Alas, see how heaven thwarts us in all we do; 
it bas broken iny bowstring and snatched the 
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bow from my hand, though I strung it this self- 
same morning that it mi^t serve me for many 
an arrow/' 

[472] Ajax son of Telamon answered, “My 
good fellow, let your bow and your arrows be, 
for Jove has made them useless in order to spite 
the Danaans. Take your spear, lay your shield 
upon your shoulder, and both fight the Trojans 
yourself and urge others to do so. They may l>e 
successful for the moment but if we fight as we 
ought they will find it a hard matter to take the 
ships.” 

Teucer then took his bow and put it by 
in his tent. He hung a shield four hides thick 
about his shoulders, and on his comely head he 
set his helmet well wrought with a crest of 
horse-hair that nodded menacingly above it; he 
grasped his redoubtable bronze-shod spear, and 
forthwith he was by the side of Ajax. 

[484] When Hector saw that Teucer's bow 
was of no more use to him, he shouted out to the 
Trojans and Lycians, “Trojans, Lycians, and 
Dardanians good in close fight, be men, my 
friends, and sho^r ycvic mettle here at the ships, 
for I see the weapon of one of their chieftains 
made useless by the hand of Jove. It is easy to 
see when Jove is helping people and means to 
help them still further, or again when he is 
bringing them down and will do nothing for 
them; he is now^ on our side, and is going against 
the Argives. Therefore swarm round the ships 
and fight. If any of you is struck by spear or 
sword and loses his life, let him die; he dies 
with honour who dies fighting for his country; 
and he will leave his wife and children safe be- 
hind him, with his house and allotment un- 
plundered if only the Achaeans can be driven 
back to their own land, they and their ships.” 

[500] With these words he put heart and 
soul into them all. Ajax on the other side ex- 
horted his comrades saying, “Shame on you 
Argives, we are now utterly undone, unless we 
can save ourselves by driving the enemy from 
our ships. Do you think, if Hector takes them, 
that you will be able to get home by land? Can 
you not hear him cheering on his whole host to 
fire our fleet, and bidding them remember that 
they are not at a dance but in battle? Our only 
course is to fight them with might and main; we 
had better chance it, life or death, once for all, 
than fight long and without issue hemmed in at 
our ships by worse men than ourselves.” 

[514J With these words he put life and soul 
into them all. Hector then killed Schedius son 
of Perimedes, leader of the Phoceans, and Ajax 
killed Laodamas captain of foot soldiers and son 


to Antenor. Polydamas killed Otus of Cyllene a 
comrade of the son of Phyleus and chief of the 
proud Epeans. When Meges saw this he sprang 
upon him, but Polydamas crouched down, and 
he missed him, for Apollo would not suffer the 
son of Panthoiis to fall in battle; but the spear 
hit Croesmus in themiddleof his chest, whereon 
he fell heavily to the ground, and Meges stripped 
him of his armour. At that moment the valiant 
soldier Dolops son of Lampus sprang upon 
him; Lampus was son of Laomedon and noted 
for his valour, while his son Dolops was versed 
in all the ways of war. He then struck the 
middle of the son of Phyleus' shield with his 
spear, setting on him at close quarters, but his 
good corslet made with plates of metal saved 
him; Phyleus had brought it from Ephyra and 
the river Sellcis, where his host, King Euphetes, 
had given it him to wear in battle and protect 
him. It now served to save the life of his son. 
Then Meges struck the topmost crest of Dolops's 
bronze helmet with his spear and tore aw^ay its 
plume of horse-hair, so that all newly dyed with 
scarlet as it was it tumbled down into the dust. 
While he was still fighting and confident of 
victory, Menelaus came up to help Meges, and 
got by the side of Dolops unperccived; he then 
speared him in the shoulder, from behind, and 
the point, driven so furiously, went through 
into his chest, whereon he fell headlong. The 
two then made towards him to strip him of his 
armour, but Hector called on all his brothers 
for help, and he especially upbraided brave 
Melanippus son of Hiketaon, who ere while 
used to pasture his herds of cattle in Percote 
before the war broke out; but when the ships of 
the Danaans came, he went back to Ilius, where 
he was eminent among the Trojans, and lived 
near Priam who treated him as one of his own 
sons. Hector now rebuked him and said, “Why, 
Melanippus, are w'e thus remiss? do you take no 
note of the death of your kinsman, and do you 
not see how they are trying to take Dolops’s ar- 
mour? Follow me; there must be no fighting the 
Argives from a distance now, but we must do so 
in close combat till either we kill them or they 
take the high wall of Ilius and slay her peo- 
ple.” 

[559 ] He led on as he spoke, and the hero 
Melanippus followed after. Meanwhile Ajax 
son of Telamon was cheering on the Argives. 
“My friends,” he cried, “be men, and fear dis- 
honour; quit yourselves in battle so as to win re- 
spect from one another. Men who respect each 
other's good opinion are less likely to be killed 
than those who do not, but in flight there is 
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neither gain nor glory,” 

[ 565 ] Thus did he exhort men who were al- 
ready bent upon driving back the Trojans, They 
laid his words to heart and hedged the ships as 
with a wall of bronze, while Jove urged on the 
Trojans. Menelaus of the loud battlc-ciy urged 
Antilochus on. *‘Antilochiis,” said he, 'you are 
young and there is none of the /\chirans more 
fleet of foot or more valiant than you are. See if 
vou cannot spring upon some Trojan and kill 
him." 

[572] He hurried away when he had thus 
spurred Antilochus, who at once darted out 
from the front ranks and aimed a spear, after 
looking carefully round him. The Trojans fell 
back as he tlirew, and the dart did not speed 
from his hand without cfl’ect, for it struck Mel- 
anippus the proud son of Hiketaonin the breast 
by the nipple as he was coming forward, and 
his armour rang rattling round him as he fell 
heavily to the ground. AntilcKhus sprang upon 
him as a dog springs on a fawm which a hunter 
has hit as it was breaking away from its covert, 
and killed it. Even so, O Mclanippus, did stal- 
wart Antilochus spring upon you to strip you of 
your armour; but noble Hector marked him, 
and came running up to him through the thick 
of the battle. Antilochus, brave soldier though 
he was, would not stay to face him, but fled like 
some savage creature which knows it has done 
wrong, and flics, when it has killed a dog or a 
man wdio is herding his cattle, before a body 
of men can he gathered to attack it. Even so <Jid 
the son of Nestor fly, and the Trojans and I lec- 
tor with a cry that rent the air showered their 
weapons after him; nor did he turn round and 
stay his flight till he had reached his comrades, 
T59 2] The Trojans, fierce as lions, were still 
rushing on towards the ships in fulfilment of 
the behests of Jove who kept spurring them on 
to new deeds of daring, while he deadened the 
courage of the Argives and defeated them by 
encouraging the Trojans. For he meant giving 
glory to Hector son of Priam, and letting him 
throw fire upon the ships, till he had fulfilled 
the unrighteous prayer that Thetis had made 
him; Jove, therefore, bided his time till he 
should see the glare of a blazing ship. From that 
hour he was about so to order it that the Tro- 
jans should be driven back from the ships and 
to vouchsafe glory to the Achx^ans, With this 
purpose he inspired I lector son of Priam, who 
was eager enough already, to assail the ships. 
His fury was as that of Mars, or as when a fire 
is raging in the glades of some dense forest 
upon the mountains; he foamed at the mouth, 


his eyes glared under his terrible eye-brows, and 
his helmet quivered on his temples ]>y reason 
of the fury with which he fought. Jove from 
heaven was with him, and though he was but 
one against many, vouchsafed him victory and 
glory; for he was doomed to an early death, and 
already Pallas Minerva was hurrying on the 
hour of his destruction at the hands of the son 
of Peleus. Now, however, he k('pt trying to 
break the ranks of the enemy wherever he could 
see them thickest, and in the goodliest armour; 
hut do what he might he could not break 
through them, for they stood as a tower four- 
square, or as some liigh cliff rising from the 
grey sea that braves the anger of the gale, and 
of the waves that thunder up against it. He 
fell upon them like flames of fire from evciy 
quarter. As when a wave, raised mountain high 
by wind and storm, breaks over a ship and covers 
it deep in foam, the fierce winds roar against 
the mast, the hearts of the sailors fail them for 
fear, and they are saved but by a very little from 
destruction— even so were the hearts of the 
Achxans fainting within them. Or as a savage 
lion attacking a herd of cows while they are 
feeding by thousands in the low-lying meadows 
by some wide watered shore— the herdsman is 
at his wit's end how to protect his herd and 
keeps going about now in the van and now in 
the rear of his cattle, while the lion springs 
into the thick of them and fastens on a cow so 
that they all tremble for fear— even so were the 
Achaeans utterly panic-stricken by Hector and 
father Jove. Nevertheless Hector only killed 
Periphetes of Mycenae; he was son of Copreus 
who w'as wont to take the orders of King Eu- 
rystheus to mighty Hercules, hut the son was a 
far better man than the father in every way; he 
was fleet of foot, a valiant warrior, and in un- 
derstanding ranked among the foremost men of 
Mycenae. He it was who then afforded Hector 
a triumph, for as he was turning hack he 
stumbled against the rim of his shield which 
reached his feet, and served to keep the javelins 
off him. 1 Ic tripped against this and fell face up- 
ward, his helmet ringing loudly about his head 
as he did so. f lector saw him fall jand ran up to 
him; he then thrust a .spear into his chest, and 
killed him close to his own coniradcs. I hesc, 
for all their sorrow, could not help him for 
they were themselves terribly afr&id of Hector. 

^6537 I'hey had now reached the ships and 
the prows of those that had been drawn up first 
we/e on every side of them, hut the 'frojans 
came pouring after them. The Argives were 
driven back from the first row of ships, but they 
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made a stand by their tents without being 
broken up and scattered; shame and fear re- 
strained them. They kept shouting incessantly 
to one another, and Nestor of Cerene, tower of 
strength to the Achicans, was loudest in im- 
ploring every man by his parents, and beseech- 
ing him to stand firm. 

[66 1 ] ‘‘Be men, my friends,*' he cried, “and 
respect one another’s good opinion. 1 hink, all 
of your children, your wives, your prop- 

erty, and your parents whether these be alive or 
dead. On their behalf thoiigli they are not here, 
I implore you to stand firm, and not to turn in 
flight." 

[66y] With these words he put heart and 
soul into them all. Minerva lifted the thick veil 
of darkness from their eyes, and much light fell 
upon them, alike on the side of the ships and 
on that where the fight was raging. I’hey could 
sec Hector and all his men, both those in the 
rear who were taking no part in the battle, and 
those who were fighting by the ships. 

[6^4] Ajax could not bring himself to re- 
treat along with hut strode from deck 

to deck with a great sea-pike in his hands twelve 
cubits long and jointed with rings. As a man 
skilled in feats of horsemanship couples four 
horses together and comes tearing lull speed 
along the public way from the country into 
some larg(‘ town -many both men and women 
mar\'d as they see him for he keeps all the time 
changing his horse, springing from one to an- 
other without ever missing his feet while the 
liorses are at a gallop— even so did Ajax go 
stiiding from one ship’s deck to another, and 
his voice went up into the heavens. I le kept on 
shouting his orders to the Danaans and exhort- 
ing them todefend their ships and tents; neither 
did Hector remain within the main body of the 
I’rojan warriors, but as a dun eagle swoops 
down upon a flock of wild-fow'l feeding near a 
river— geese, it may be, or cranes, or long iicckcd 
swans— even so did 1 lector make straight for a 
dark'prowcd ship, rushing right towards it; for 
Jove with his mighty hand impelled him for- 
ward, and roused his people to follow him. 

. [6g6] And now' the battle again raged furi- 
ously at the ships. You w'ould have thought the 
men were coming on fresh and unwearied, so 
fiercely did they fight; and this was the mind in 
which they were— the Achaeans did not believe 
thev should escape destruction hut thought 
themselves doomed, while there was not a '1 ro- 
jan but his heart boat high with the hope of 
firing the ships and putting the Achiean heroes 
to the sword. 


[70^] Thus were the two sides minded. Then 
Hector seized the stern of the good ship that 
had brought Protesilaus to Troy, but never bore 
him back to his native land. Round this ship 
there raged a close hand-to-hand fight between 
Danaans and Trojans. They did not fight at a 
distance with bows and javelins, hut with one 
mind hacked at one another in close combat 
with their migluy swords and spears pointed at 
both ends; they fought moreover with keen 
battle-axes and with hatchets. Many a good 
stout blade hiked and scabbarded with iron, fell 
from hand or shoulder as they fought, and the 
earth ran red with blood. Hector, when he had 
seized the ship, would not loose his hold but 
held on to its curved stern and shouted to the 
frojans, “Biing fire, and raise the hattlc-cry all 
of you with a single voice. Now has Jove vouch- 
safed us a day that will pay us for all the rest; 
this day we shall take the ships vvhicli came 
hither against heaven’s will, and which have 
caused us such infinite suffering through the 
cowardice of our councillors, who when I would 
have done battle at the ships held me back and 
forbade the host to follow me; if Jove did then 
indeed warp our judgements, himself now com- 
mands me and cheers me on." 

lyiO] As he spoke thus the Trojans sprang 
yet more fiercely on the Achieans, and Ajax no 
longer held his ground, for he was overcome by 
the darts that were flung at him, and made sure 
that he was doomed. I hcrefore he left the raised 
deck at the stern, and stepped back on to the 
seven foot bench of the oarsmen. Here he stood 
on the look-out, and with his spear held back 
any Trojan whom he saw bringing fire to the 
ships. All the time he kept on shouting at the 
top of his voice and exhorting the Danaans. 
“My friends," he cried, "Danaan heroes, ser\^- 
ants of Mars, he men my friends, and fight 
with might and with main. Can we hope to 
find helpers hereafter, or a wall to shield us 
moic sujcly than the one we have? There is no 
strong city within reach, whence wc may draw 
fresh forces to turn the scales in our favour. We 
are on the plain of the armed Trojans with the 
sea behind us, and far from our own count^)^ 
Our salvation, therefore, is in the might of our 
hands and in hard fighting." 

/ 74z] As he spoke he wielded his spear with 
still greater fury, and when any Trojan made 
towards the ships with fire at Hector’s bidding, 
he would he on the look-out for him, and drive 
at him with his long spear. Twelve men did he 
thus kill in hand-to-hand fight before the ships. 
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T hus did they fight about the ship of 
Prote^ilaus. Then Patroclus drew near to 
Achilles with tears welling from his eyes, 
as from some spring whose crystal stream falls 
over the ledges of a high precipice. When Achih 
les saw him thus weeping he was sorry for him 
and said, “Why, Patroclus, do you stand there 
weeping like some silly child that comes run- 
ning to her mother, and begs to be taken up and 
carried— she catches hold of her mother s dress 
to stay her though she is in a hurry, and looks 
tearfully up until her mother carries her— even 
such tears, Patroclus, are you now shedding. 
Have you anything to say to the Myrmidons or 
to myself? or have you had news from Phthia 
which you alone know? They tell me Menoe- 
tius son of Actor is still alive, as also Peleus son 
of /€:acus, among the Myrmidons— men w'hose 
loss we two should bitterly deplore; or are you 
grieving about the Argives and the way in 
which they are being killed at the ships, through 
their own high-handed doings? Do not hide 
anything from me but tell me that both of us 
may know about it.*' 

[ 20 ] Then, O knight Patroclus, with a deep 
sigh you answered, “Achilles, son of Peleus, 
foremost champion of the Achaeans, do not be 
angry, but I weep for the disaster that has now 
befallen the Argives. All those who have been 
their champions so far are lying at the ships, 
wounded by sword or spear. Brave Diomed son 
of Tydeus has been hit with a spear, while 
famed Ulysses and Agamemnon have received 
sword-wounds; Eurypylus again has been struck 
with an arrow in the thigh; skilled apothecaries 
are attending to these heroes, and healing them 
of their wounds; are you still, O Achilles, so 
inexorable? May it never be my lot to nurse 
such a passion as you have done, to the baning 
of your own good name. Who in future story 
will speak well of you unless you now save the 
Argives from ruin? You know no pity; knight 
Peleus was not your father nor Thetis your 
mother, but the grey sea bore you and the sheer 
cliffs begot you, so cruel and remorseless are 
you. If however you are kept back through 


knowledge of some oracle, or if your mother 
Thetis has told you something from the mouth 
of Jove, at least send me and the Mynnidons 
with me, if I may bring deliverance to the Dan- 
aans. Let me moreover wear your armour; the 
Trojans may thus mistake me for you and quit 
the field, so that the hard- pressed sons of the 
Achseans may have breathing time— which while 
they are fighting may hardly be. We who are 
fresh might soon drive tired men back from our 
ships and tents to their own city." 

[ 46 ] He knew not what he was asking, nor 
that he was suing for hisown destruction. Achil- 
les was deeply moved and answered, “What, 
noble Patroclus, are you saying? I know no 
prophesyings which I am heeding, nor has my 
mother told me anything from the mouth of 
Jove, but I am cut to the very heart that one of 
my own rank should dare to rob me because he 
is more powerful than I am. This, after all that 
I have gone through, is more than I can endure. 
The girl whom the sons of the Acha?ans chose 
for me, whom I won as the fruit of my spear on 
having sacked a city —her has King Agamemnon 
taken from me as though I were some common 
vagrant. Still, let bygones be bygones: no man 
may keep his anger for ever; I said I would not 
relent till battle and the cry of war had reached 
my own ships; nevertheless, now gird my ar- 
mour about your shoulders, and lead the Myr- 
midons to battle, for the dark cloud of Trojans 
has burst furiously over our fleet; the Argives 
are driven back on to the beach, cooped within 
a narrow space, and the whole people of T roy 
has taken heart to sally out agai|ist them, be- 
cause they see not the visor of my l|elmet gleam- 
ing near them. Had they seen thii there would 
not have been a creek nor grip jhat had not 
been filled with their dead as ti|ey fled back 
again. And so it would have bcenj if only King 
Agamemnon had dealt fairly by nie. As it is the 
Trojans have beset our host. Diomed son of 
Tydeus no longer wields his spear to defend 
the Danaans, neither have I heard the voice 
of the son of Atreus coming from his hated 
head, whereas that of murderous Hector rings 
112 
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in my ears as he gives orders to the Trojans, 
who triumph over the Achaeans and fill the 
whole plain with their cry of battle. But even 
so, Patroclus, fall upon them and save the fleet, 
lest the Trojans fire it and prevent us from be- 
ing able to return. Do, however, as 1 now bid 
you, that you may win me great honour from 
all the Danaans, and that they may restore the 
irl to me again and give me rich gifts into the 
argain. When you have driven the Trojans 
from the ships, come back again. Though Juno's 
thundering husband should put triumph within 
your reach, do not fight the Trojans further in 
my absence, or you will rob me of glory that 
should be mine. And do not for lust of battle go 
on killing the Trojans nor lead the Achjcans on 
to Ilius, lest one of the ever-living gods from 
Olympus attack you— for Pheebus Apollo loves 
them well: return when you have freed the 
ships from peril, and let others wage war upon 
the plain. VVould, by father Jove, Minerva, and 
Apollo, that not a single man of all the Trojans 
might l>c left alive, nor yet of the Argives, but 
that we two might' be uit^nc left to tear aside the 
mantle that veils the brow of Troy,” 

[loi] Thus did they converse. But Ajax 
could no longer hold his ground for the shower 
of darts that rained upon him; the will of Jove 
and the javelins of the 1 rojans were too much 
for him; the helmet that gleamed about his 
temples rang with the continuous clatter of the 
missiles that kept pouring on to it and on to the 
check-pieces that protected his face. Moreover 
his left shoulder was tired with having held his 
shield so long, yet for all this, let fly at him as 
they would, they could not make him give 
ground. He could hardly draw his breath, the 
sweat rained from every pore of his body, he 
had not a moment’s respite, and on all sides he 
was beset by danger upon danger. 

[ i iz] And now, tell me, O Muses that hold 
you r mansions on Olympus, how fire was thrown 
ujx)n the ships of the Achtcans. Hector came 
close up and let drive with his great sw'ord at 
the ashen spear of Ajax. He cut it clean in two 
just behind where the point was fastened on to 
the shaft of the spear. Ajax, therefore, had now 
nothing but a headless spear, while the bronze 
point flew some way off and came ringing down 
on to the ground. Ajax knew the hand of heaven 
in this, and was dismayed at seeing that Jove 
had now left him utterly defenceless and was 
willing victory for the Trojans. Tlierefore he 
drew back, and the Trojans flung fire upon the 
ship which was at once wrapped in flame. 
[ 124 ] Tlie fire was now flaring about the 


ship's stem, whereon Achilles smote his two 
thighs and said to Patroclus, **Up, noble knight, 
for I see the glare of hostile fire at our fleet; 
up, lest they destroy our ships, and there be no 
way by which we may retreat. Gird on your ar- 
mour at once while I call our people together.” 

[i^j] As he spoke Patroclus put on his ar- 
mour. First he greaved his legs with greaves of 
good make, and fitted with anclc-clasps of silver; 
after this he donned the cuirass of the son of 
i^acus, richly inlaid and studded. Fie hung his 
silver-studded sword of bronze about his shoul- 
ders, and then his mighty shield. On his comely 
head he set his helmet, well wrought, with a 
crest of horse hair that nodded menacingly 
above it. He grasped two redoubtable spears 
that suited his hands, but he did not take the 
spear of noble Achilles, so stout and strong, foi 
none other of the Achaeans could wield itj 
though Achilles could do so easily. This was the 
ashen spear from Mount Pelion, which Chiron 
had cut upon a mountain top and had given to 
Pelcus, wherewith to deal out death among 
heroes. Fie bade Automedon yoke his horses 
with all speed, for he was the man whom he 
held in honour next after Achilles, and on 
whose support in battle he could rely most 
firmly. Automedon therefore yoked the fleet 
horses Xanthus and Balius, steeds that could 
fly like the wind: these were they whom the 
harpy Podarge bore to the west wind, as she 
was grazing in a meadow^ by the waters of the 
river Oceanus. In the side traces he set the 
noble horse Pedasus, whom Achilles had 
lirought aw^ay with him when he sacked the city 
of Eetion, and who, mortal steed though he was, 
could take his place along with those that were 
immortal. 

jT j 557 Meanwhile Achilles went about every- 
where among the tents, and bade his Mymii- 
dons put on their armour. 17.ven as fierce raven- 
ing wolves that are feasting upon a horned stag 
which they have killed upon the mountains, 
and their jaws arc red with blood— they go in a 

[ )ack to lap water from the clear spring with their 
ong thin tongues; and they reek of blood and 
slaughter; they know not what fear is, for it is 
hunger drives them— even so did the leaders 
and counsellors of the Mynnidons gather round 
the good squire of the fleet descendant of /Hacus, 
and among them stood Achilles himself cheer- 
ing on both men and horses. 

/ 1 687 Fifty ships had noble Achilles brought 
to Troy, and in each there was a crew of fifty 
oarsmen. Over these he set five captains whom 
he could trust, while he was himself com- 
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mander over them all. Mcnesthius of the gleam- 
ing corslet, son to the river Spercheius that 
streams from heaven, was captain of the first 
company. Fair PoJydora daughter of Peleus 
bore him to ever-flowing Spercheius— a woman 
mated with a god— hut he was called son of 
Boms son of Pcrieres, with whom his motlicr 
was living as his wedded wife, and who gave 
great wealth to gain her. The second company 
was led by noble Eudoms, son to an unwedded 
woman. Polymele, daughter of Phylas the 
graceful dancer, bore him; the mighty slayer of 
Argos was enamoured of her as he saw her 
among the singing women at a dance held in 
honour of Diana the mshing huntress of the 
golden arrows; he therefore— Mercury, giver of 
all good— w’ent with her into an upper chamber, 
and lay with her in secret, whereon she bore 
him a noble son Eudorus, singularly fleet of 
foot and in fight valiant. When llitfiuia god- 
dess of the pains of child-birth brought him to 
the light of day, and he saw the face of the 
sun, mighty Echccles son of Actor took the 
mother to wife, and gave great wealth to gain 
her, but her fatlier Phylas brought the child up, 
and took care of him, doting as fondly upon 
him as though he w'ere his own son. The third 
company was led by Pisander son of Ma'malus, 
tlie finest spearman among all the Mynnidons 
next to Achilles own comrade Patroclus, The 
old knight Pheenix was captain of the fourth 
company, and Alcimedon, noble son of Laer- 
ceus of the fifth. 

[i^S] When Achilles had chosen his men 
and had stationed them all with their captains, 
he charged them straitly saying, “Mynnidons, 
remember your threats against the Trojans 
while you were at the ships in the time of my 
anger, and you were all complaining of me. 
^Cruel son of Peleus,’ you w^ould say, ‘your 
mother must have suckled you on gall, so ruth- 
le.ss arc you. You keep us here at the ships 
against our will; if you arc so relent\*ss it were 
better we went home over the sea.' Often have 
ou gathered and thus chided w^ith me. The 
our is now come for those high feats of arms 
that you have so long been pining for, therefore 
keep high hearts each one of you to do battle 
with the Trojans.” 

[210] With these words he put heart and 
soul into them all, and they serried their com- 
panies yet more closely when they heard the 
words of their king. As the stones which a 
builder sets in the wall of some high house 
which is to give shelter from the winds— even 
so closely were the helmets and bossed shields 
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set against one another. Shield pressed on shield, 
helm on helm, and man on man; so close were 
they that the horse-hair plumes on the gleam- 
ing ridges of their helmets touched each other 
as they bent their heads. 

[ziSJ In front of them all two men put on 
their armour— Patroclus and Automedon— two 
men, with hut one mind to lead the Myrmidons. 
Then Achilles went inside his tent and opened 
the lid of the strong chest which silver-footed 
Thetis had gi\'en him to take on board ship, and 
which she had filled with shirts, cloaks to keep 
out the cold, and good thick mgs. In this chest 
he had a cup of rare workmanship, from which 
no man but himself might drink, nor would he 
make olFcring from it to any other god save 
only to father Jove. He took the cup from the 
chest and cleansed it with sulphur; this done he 
rinsed itin clean water, and after he had washed 
his hands he drew wine, riien he stood in the 
middle of the court and prayed, looking to- 
wards heaven, and making his drink ollering of 
wine; nor was he unseen of Jove who.sc joy is in 
thunder. “King Jove,” he cried, “lord of Do- 
dona, god of the Pclasgi, who dwellest afar, 
you who hold wintry Dodona in vour sway, 
where your prophets the Sclli dwell aiound yini 
with their feet unwashed and their couches 
made ujKin the ground— if you heard me when 
I prayed to you aforetime, and did rne honour 
while you sent disaster on thtTAchceans, vouch- 
safe me now the fulfilment of yet this further 
prayer. 1 shall stay here where my ships are 
lying, but 1 shall send my comrade into battle 
at the head of many Myrmidons. Grant, O all- 
seeing Jove, that victory may go with him; put 
your courage into his heart that Hector may 
learn whether my scjuirc is man enough to 
fight alone, or whether his might is only then 
so indomitable when 1 myself enter the turmoil 
of war. Afterwards when he has chased the 
fight and the cry of battle from the ships, grant 
that he may return unbanned, with his armour 
and his comrades, fighters in close combat ’’ 

[ 249/ Thus did he pray, anct albcounselling 
Jove heard his prayer. Part of it he did indeed 
vouchsafe liim— but not the whple. I Ic granted 
that Patroclus should thrust bafk war and bat- 
tle from the ships, hut refused fo let liim come 
safely out of the fight. 

[252] When he had made his drink-ofiering 
and had thus prayed, Achilles went inside his 
tent and put back the cup into his chest. 

[2$$] Then he again came out, for he still 
lo ^ed to look upon the fierce fight that raged 
between the Trojans and Achacans. 
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[is?] Meanwhile the armed band that was 
about Patroclus inarched on till they sprang 
high in hope upon the Trojans. They came 
swarming out like wasps whose nests are by the 
roadside, and whom silly children love to tease, 
whereon any one who happens to be passing 
may get stung— or again, if a w^ayfarer going 
along the road vexes them by accident, every 
wasp will come flying out in a fury to defend 
his little ones— even with such rage and cour- 
age did the Myrmidons swarm from their ships, 
and their cry of battle rose heavenwards. Patro- 
elus called out to his men at the top of his voice, 
“Myrmidons, followers of Achilles son of Pe- 
Icus, be men my friends, fight with might and 
with main, that we may win glory for the son 
of Pelcus, who is far the foremost man at the 
ships of the Argives— he, and his close fighting 
followers. The son of Atreus King j^\gamcmnon 
will thus learn his folly in showing no respect 
to the bravest of the Achaeans.'* 

[lysJ VVith these words he put heart and 
soul into them all, and they fell in a body upon 
the Trojans. The ’"ing again with the cry 
which the Aclueans raised, and when the Tro- 
jans saw^ the brave son of Mcno?tius and his 
scjuire all gleaming in their armour, they w’ere 
daunted and their battalions were thrown into 
confusion, for they thought the fleet son of 
Pelcus must now^ have put aside his anger, and 
ha^'c been reconciled to Agamemnon; every 
one, therefore, looked round about to see whither 
he might fly for safety. 

[184] Patroclus first aimed a spear into the 
middle of the press where men w'cre packed 
most closely, by the stern of the ship of Protesi- 
laus. I le hit Pyra.*chmes who had led his PrC- 
onian horsemen from the Amydon and the 
broad waters of the river Axius; the spear struck 
him on the right shoulder, and WMth a groan he 
fell backwards in the dust; on this his men were 
thrown into confusion, for by killing their 
leader, who w^as the finest soldier among them, 
Patroclus struck panic into them all. He thus 
drove them from the ship and (|uenched the 
fire that was then blazing— leaving the half- 
burnt ship to lie W'hcre it was. The Trojans 
were now driven back with a shout that rent 
the skies, while the Danaans poured after them 
from their ships, shouting also without ceasing. 
As when Jove, gatherer of the thunder-cloud, 
spreads a dense canopy on the top of some lofty 
mountain, and all the peaks, the jutting head- 
lands, and forest glades show out in the great 
light that flashes from the bursting heavens, 
even so when the Danaans had now driven back 


the fire from their ships, they took breath for a 
little while; but the fury of the fight was not 
yet over, for the Trojans were not driven back 
in utter rout, but still gave battle, and were 
ousted from their ground only by sheer fighting. 

[306] The fight then became more scattered, 
and the chieftains killed one another when and 
how they could. The valiant son of Menoetius 
first drove his spear into the thigh of Areilycus 
just as he w'as turning round; the point went 
clean through, and broke the 1x3 nc so that he 
fell forward. Meanwhile Menelaus struck 
Thoas in the chest, w'hcre it was exposed near 
the rim of his shield, and he fell dead. The son 
of Phylcus saw Amphiclus about to attack him, 
and ere he could do so took aim at the upper 
part of his thigh, where the muscles are thicker 
than in any other part; the spear tore through 
all the sinews of the leg, and his eyes w'ere 
closed in darkness. Of the sons of Nestor one, 
Antilochus, speared Atymnius, driving the 
point of the spear through his throat, and dowm 
he fell. Maris then sprang on Antilochus in 
hand'to hand fight to avenge his brother, and 
bestrode the body spear in hand; but valiant 
Thrasymedes was too quick for him, and in a 
moment had struck him in the shoulder ere he 
could deal his blow; his aim was true, and the 
spear severed all the muscles at the root of his 
arm, and tore them right down to the bone, so 
he fell heavily to the ground and his eyes were 
closed in darkness. Thus did these two noble 
comrades of Sarpedon go dowm to Erebus slain 
by the two sons of Nestor; they were the war- 
rior sons of Amisodorus, who had reared the 
invincible ChimiPra, to the banc of many. Ajax 
son of Oilcus sprang on Clcobulus and took 
him alive as he was entangled in the crush; but 
he killed him then and there by a sword-blow 
on the neck. The sword reeked with his blood, 
w'hilc dark death and the strong hand of fate 
gripped him and closed his eyes. 

[335 / Pencleos and Lycon now met in close 
fight, for they had missed each other with their 
spears. They had b(3th thrown without eflect, 
so now they drew their sw'ords, Lycon struck 
the plumed crest of Pencleos' helmet but his 
sword broke at the hilt, while Pencleos smote 
Lycon on the neck under the car. The blade 
sank so deep that the head was held on by 
nothing but the skin, and there w'as no more 
life left in him. Merioncs gave chase to Acamas 
on foot and caught him up just a.s he was about 
to mount his chariot; he drove a spear through 
his right shoulder so that he fell headlong from 
the car, and his eyes were closed in darkness. 
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Idomeneus speared Erymas in the mouth; the 
bronze point of the spear went clean through it 
beneath the brain, crashing in among the ^^ite 
bones and smashing them up. His teeth were all 
of them knocked out and the blood came gush- 
ing in a stream from both his eyes; it also came 
gurgling up from his mouth and nostrils, and 
the darkness of death enfolded him round 
about. 

/3517 Thus did these chieftains of the Dan- 
aans each of them kill his man. As ravening 
wolves seize on kids or lambs, fastening on them 
when they are alone on the hillsides and have 
strayed from the main flock through the care- 
lessness of the shepherd-— and when the wolves 
see this they pounce upon them at once because 
they cannot defend themselves— even so did 
the Danaans now fall on the Trojans, who fled 
with ilbomened cries in their panic and had no 
more fight left in them. 

[ 35^7 Meanw^hile great Ajax kept on trying 
to drive a spear into 1 lector, but I lector was so 
skilful that he held his broad shoulders well 
under cover of his ox-hide shield, ever on the 
look-out for the whizzing of the arrows and the 
hcavv thud of the spears. He well knew that 
the fortunes of the day had changed, but still 
stood his ground and tried to protect his com- 
rades. 

[^ 64 ] As when a cloud goes up into heaven 
from Olympus, rising out of a clear sky when 
Jove is brewing a gale— even with such panic- 
stricken rout did the Trojans now fly, and t^iere 
was no order in their going. Hector’s fleet horses 
bore him and his armour out of the fight, and 
he left the Trojan host penned in by the deep 
trench against their will. Many a yoke of horses 
snapped the pole of their chariots in the trench 
and left their master’s car behind them. Patro- 
clus gave chase, calling impetuously on the 
Danaans and full of fury against the Trojans, 
who, being now no longer in a body, filled all 
the ways with their cries of panic and rout; the 
air was darkened with the clouds of dust they 
raised, and the horses strained every ners^c in 
their flight from the tents and ships towards the 
city. 

[ 377 ] Patroclus kept on heading his horses 
wiiercver he saw most men flying in a)nfusion, 
cheering on his men the while. Chariots were 
being smashed in all directions, and many a 
man came tumbling down from his own car to 
fall beneath the wheels of that of Patroclus, 
whose immortal steeds, given by the gods to 
Peleus, sprang over the trench at a bound as 
they sped onward. He was intent on trying 


to get near Hector, for he had set his heart 
on spearing him, but Hector s horses were now 
hurrying him away. As the whole dark earth 
bows before some tempest on an autumn day 
when Jove rains his hardest to punish men for 

iving crooked judgement in their courts, and 

riving justice therefrom without heed to the 
decrees of heaven— all the rivers run full and 
the torrents tear many a new channel as they 
roar headlong from the mountains to the dark 
sea, and it fares ill wdth the works of men— even 
such was the stress and strain of the Trojan 
horses in their flight. 

[ 394 ] Patroclus now cut off the battalions 
that were nearest to him and drove them back 
to the ships. They w^ere doing their best to reach 
the city, but he would not let them, and bore 
down on them between the river and the ships 
and wall. Many a fallen comrade did he then 
avenge. First he hit Pronoiis with a spear on 
the chest where it was exposed near the rim of 
bis shield, and he fell heavily to the ground. 
Next he sprang on lliestor son of Enops, who 
was sitting all huddled up in his chariot, for he 
had lost his head and the reins had been tom 
out of his hands. Patroclus went up to him and 
drove a s|xiar into Ins right jaw; he thus hooked 
him by the teeth and the spear pulled him over 
the rim of his car, as one who sits at the end of 
some jutting rock and draws a strong fish out of 
the sea W'ith a hook and a line«rrcvcn so with his 
spear did he pull Thestor all gaping from his 
cnariot; he then threw him dowm on his face 
and he died while falling. On this, as Erylaus 
was coming on to attack him, he struck him 
full on the head with a stone, and his brains 
were all battered inside liis helmet, whereon he 
fell headlong to the ground and the pangs of 
death took hold upon him. Then he laid low, 
one after the other, Erymas, Amphotems, Epal- 
tes, Tlcpolemus, Echius son of Damastor, Pyris, 
Ipheus, Euippus and Polymelus son of Argeas. 

[ 419 ] Now when Sarpedon saw his com- 
rades, men who wore ungirdled tunics, being 
overcome by Patroclus son of Mfcncctius, he re- 
buked the Lycians saying. “Sjiame on you, 
where arc you flying to^ Show- your mettle; I 
will my sell meet this man in Ight and learn 
who it is that is so masterful; l|e has done us 
much hurt, and has stretched -many a brave 
man upon the ground.” 

[ 426 / He sprang from hischaHotashespoke, 
and Patroclus, when he saw this, leaped on to 
the ground also. The two then rushed at one 
another with loud cries like eagle-beaked crook- 
talcned vultures that scream and tear at one an- 
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Other in some high mountain fastness. 

[431] The son of scheming Saturn looked 
down upon them in pity and said to Juno who 
was his wife and sister, “Alas, that it should be 
the lot of Sarpedon whom I love so dearly to 
perish by the hand of Patroclus. I am in two 
minds whether to catch him up out of the fight 
and set him down safe and sound in the fertile 
land of Lycia, or to let him now fall by the hand 
of the son of Mencetius.’* 

[439] And Juno answered, “Most dread son 
of Saturn, what is this that you are saying? 
Would you snatch a mortal man, whose doom 
has long been fated, out of the jaws of death? 
Do as you will, but we shall not all of us be of 
your mind. I say further, and lay my saying to 
your heart, that if you send Sarpedon safely to 
his own home, some other of the gods will be 
also wanting to escort his son out of battle, for 
there are many sons of gods fighting round the 
city of Troy, and you will make every one jeal- 
ous. If, however, you are fond of him and pity 
him, let him indeed fall by the hand of Patro- 
clus, but as soon ?s life is gone out of him, 
send Death and sweet Sleep to bear him oif the 
field and take him to the broad lands of Lycia, 
where his brothers and his kinsmen will bury 
him with mound and pillar, in due honour to 
the dcad.“ 

[438] The sire of gods and men assented, 
but he shed a rain of blood upon the earth in 
honour of his son whom Patrcxlus was about to 
kill on the rich plain of Troy far from his home. 

[462] When they were now come close to 
one another Patroclus struck Thrasydemus, the 
brave squire of Sarpedon, in the lower part of 
the belly, and killed him. Sarpedon then aimed 
a spear at Patroclus and missed him, but he 
struck the horse Pedasus in the right shoulder, 
and it screamed aloud as it lay, groaning in the 
dust until the life w’ent out of it. I’he other two 
horses began to plunge; the pole of the chariot 
cracked, and they got entangled in the reins 
through the fall of the horse that was yoked 
along with them; but Automedon knew what to 
do; without the loss of a moment he drew the 
keen blade that hung by his sturdy thigh and 
cut the third horse adrift; whereon the other 
two righted themselves, and pulling hard at the 
reins again went together into battle. 

[477] Sarpedon now took a second aim at 
Patroclus, and again missed him, the point of 
the spear passed over h^s left shoulder without 
hitting him. Patroclus then aimed in his turn, 
and the spear sped not from his hand in vain, 
for he hit Sarp^on just where the midriff sur- 
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rounds the ever-beating heart. He fell like some 
oak or silver poplar or tall pine to which wood- 
men have laid their axes upon the mountains 
to make timber for ship-building— even so did 
he lie stretched at full length in front of his 
chariot and horses, moaning and clutching at 
the blood-stained dust. As when a lion springs 
with a bound upon a herd of cattle and fastens 
on a great black bull which dies bellowing in 
its clutches— even so did the leader of the Ly- 
cian warriors struggle in death as he fell by the 
hand of Patroclus. He called on his trusty com- 
rade and said, “Glaucus, my brother, hero 
among heroes, put forth all your strength, fight 
with might and main, now if ever quit 
yourself like a valiant soldier. First go about 
among the Lycian captains and bid them fight 
for Sarpedon; then yourself also do battle to 
save my armour from being taken. My name 
will haunt you henceforth and for ever if the 
Achaeans rob me erf my armour now that I have 
fallen at their ships. Do your very utmost and 
call all my j^eople together.** 

[503] Death closed his eyes as he spoke. 
Patroclus planted his heel on his breast and 
drew the spear from his body, whereon his 
senses came out along with it, and he drew out 
both spear-point and Sarpedon 's soul at the same 
time. Hard by the Myrmidons held his snorting 
steeds, who were wild with panic at finding 
themselves deserted by their lords. 

Glaucus was overcome with grief when 
he heard what Sarpedon said, for he could not 
help him. He had to support his arm with his 
other hand, being in great pain through the 
wound which I'cucer s arrow had given him 
when Tcuccr was defending the wall as he, 
Glaucus, was assailing it. Therefore he prayed 
to far-darting Apollo saying, “Hear me O Idng 
from your seat, may be in the rich land of Lycia, 
or may be in Troy, for in all places you can hear 
the prayer of one who is in distress, as I now am. 
I have a grievous w^ound; my hand is aching 
with pain, there is no staunching the blood, and 
my whole arm drags by reason of my hurt, so 
that I cannot grasp my sword nor go among my 
foes and fight them, though our prince, Jove’s 
son Sarpedon, is slain. Jove defended not his 
son, do you, therefore, O king, heal me of my 
wound, ease my pain and grant me strength 
both to cheer on the Lycians and to fight along 
with them round the body of him who has 
fallen.** 

[527] Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard 
his prayer. lie eased his pain, staunched the 
black blood from the wound, and gave him new 
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Strength. Glaucus perceived this, and was thank- 
ful tliat the mighty god had answered his 
prayer; forthwith, therefore, he went among 
the Lycian captains, and bade them come to 
fight alx>ut the body of Sarpedon. From these 
he strode on among the 'I rojans to Polydamas 
son of Panthoiis and Agenor; he then went in 
search of /Eneas and I lector, and when he had 
found them he said, ^‘Hector, you have utterly 
forgotten your allies, who languish here for 
your sake far from friends and home while you 
do nothing to support them. Sarpedon leader 
of the Lycian warriors has fallen~he who was 
at once the right and might of Lycia; Mars has 
laid him low by the spear of Patroclus. Stand by 
him, my friends, and suffer not the Myrmidons 
to strip him of his armour, nor to treat his body 
with contumely in revenge for all the Danaans 
whom we have speared at the ships.*' 

[ ^ 48 ] As he spoke the Trojans were plunged 
in extreme and ungovernable grief; for Saq^e- 
don, alien though he was, had been one of the 
main stays of their city, both as having much 
people with him, and as himself the foremost 
among them all. Led by Fleeter, who was in- 
furiated by the fall of Sarpedon, they made in- 
stantly for the Danaans with all their might, 
W'hile the undaunted spirit of Patroclus son of 
Menoetius cheered on the Achxans. First he 
spoke to the two Ajaxes, men who needed no 
bidding. “Ajaxes,’* Siiid he, “may it now please 
you to show yourselves the men you always have 
been, or even better—Sarpedon is fallen—he 
wlio was first to overleap tb-e wall of the Ach je- 
ans; let us take the body and outrage it; let us 
strip the armour from his shoulders, and kill 
his comrades if they try to rescue his body.** 
^562] He spoke to men w'ho of themselves 
were full eager; both sides, therefore, the I ro- 
jans and Lycians on the one hand, and the 
Myrmidons and Achaeanson the other, strength- 
ened their battalions, and fought desperately 
about the body of Sarpedon, shouting fiercely 
the while. Mighty was the din of their ar- 
mour as they came together, and Jove shed a 
thick darkness over the fight, to increase the 
fury of the battle over the body of his soo. 

[ 5 ^ 9 ] At first the Trojans made some head- 
way against the Achx^ans, for one of the best 
men among the Myrmidons w^as killed, Epei- 
gcus, son of noble Agacles who had erewhile 
been king in the good city of Budeum; hut pres- 
ently, having killed a valiant kinsman of his 
own, he took refuge with Peleus and Thetis, 
who sent him to llius the land of noble steeds 
to fight the Trojans under Achilles. Hector 
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now struck him on the head with a stone just 
as he had caught hold of the body, and hisbrains 
inside his helmet were all battered in, so that he 
fell face foremost upon the body of Sarpedon, 
and there died. Patroclus was enraged by the 
death of his comrade, and sped through the 
front ranks as swaftly as a haw^k that swoops 
dow’n on a Hock of daws or starlings. Even so 
swiftly, O noble knight Patroclus, did you make 
straight for the Lycians and 1 rojans to avenge 
your comrade. Forthwith he struck Sthcnclaus 
the son of Ithjcmenes on the neck with a stone, 
and broke the tendons that join it to the head 
and spine. On this Hector and the front rank of 
his men gave ground. As far as a man can throw 
a javelin when competing for some prize, or 
even in battlc—so far did the Trojans now re- 
treat before the Acha^ans. Glaucus, captain of 
the Lycians, was the first to rally them, by kill- 
ing Bathycles son of Chalcon who lived in 
I lellas and was the richest man among the 
Myrmidons. Glaucus turned round suddenly, 
just as Bathycles who was pursuing him was 
about to lay hold of him, and drove his spear 
right into the middle of his chest, whereon he 
fell heavily to the ground, and the Fall of so 
good a man filled the Aeha'nns with dismay, 
while the Trojans were exultant, and came up 
in a body round the corpse. Nevertheless the 
Achaians, mindful of theirprowess, bore straight 
down upon them. 

/6037 Meriones then killed a helmed warrior 
of the Trojans, Laogonus son of Oiictor, who 
w^as piiest of Jove of Mt. Ida, and was honoured 
by the people as though he were a god. Merio* 
ncs struck him under the jaw and ear, so that 
life went out of him and the darkness of death 
laid hold upin him. /Eneas then aimed a spear 
at Meriones, hoping to hit him under the shield 
as he was advancing, hut Meriones saw it com- 
ing and stooped forvward to avoid it, whereon 
the spear Hew^ past him and the point stuck in 
the ground, while the butt-end went on quiver- 
ing till Mars robbed it of its force. Ehe spear, 
therefore, sped from /Eneas's hand in vain and 
fell quivering to the ground, /l^i^as was angry 
and said, “Meriones, you arc a good dancer, hut 
if I had hit you my spear would scion have made 
an end of you.'* ( 

[ 61 ^] And Meriones answered, “/Eneas, for 
all your bravery, you will not be able to make 
an end of every one who comes against you. 
You are only a mortal like myself, and if I were 
to hit you in the middle of your shield with my 
spear, however strong and self confident you 
may be, I should soon vanquish you, and you 
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would yield your life to Hades of the noble 
steeds.” 

[6iy] On this the son of Mcnaitius rebuked 
him and said, ^‘Merioncs, hero though you be, 
you sliould not speak thus; taunting speeches, 
my good friend, will not make the Frojansdraw 
away from the dead body; some of them must 
go under ground first; blows for battle, and 
words for council; fight, therefore, and say 
nothing.” 

[6^z] He led the way as he spoke and the 
hero went forward with him. As the sound of 
woodcutters in some forest glade upon the 
mountains— and the thud of their axes is heard 
afar— c\'en such a din now rose from earth- 
clash of bronze armour and of good ox-hide 
shields, as men smote each other wo'th their 
sw ords and spears pointed at both ends. A man 
Iiad need of good eyesight now to know' Sarpe- 
don, so covered was he from head to foot with 
spears and blood and dust. Men swarmed about 
the body, as flics that buzz round the full milk- 
pails in spring when they are brimming with 
milk— even so did gather round Sarpedon; 
nor did Jove turn his keen eyes away for one 
moment from the fight, but kept looking at it 
all the time, for he was settling how' best to 
kill Patroclus, and considering whether Hector 
should be allow'ed to end him now' in the fight 
lound the body of Sarpedon, and strip him of 
his armour, or whether he should let him give 
yet further trouble to the Trojans. In the end, 
he deemed it best that the brave squire of 
Achilles sou of Pcleus should drive 1 lector and 
the Trojans hack tow'ards the city and take the 
Ihx's of many. First, therefore, he made Hector 
turn fainthearted, W'hcrcon he mounted his 
chariot and fled, bidding the other Trojans fly 
also, for he saw that the scales of Jove had 
turned against him. Neither w'ould the brave 
Lycians stand firm; they were dismayed w'hen 
they saw their king lying struck to the heart 
amid a heap of corpses— for when the son of 
Saturn made the fight wax hot many had fallen 
above him. The Achacans, therefore, stripped 
the gleaming annour from his shoulders and 
the brave son of Mencetius gave it to his men 
to take to the ships. Then Jove lord of the storm- 
cloud said to Apollo, “Dear Phoebus, go, 1 pray 
you, and take Sarpedon out of range of the 
weapons; cleanse the black blood from off him, 
ana then bear him a long way off where you 
may wash him in the jiver, anoint him with 
ambrosia, and clothe him in immortal raiment; 
this done, commit him to the arms of the tw'o 
fleet messengers, Death, and Sleep, who will 


carry him straightway to the rich land of Lycia, 
where his l)rothers and kinsmen will inter him, 
and will raise both mound and pillar to his 
memory, in due honour to the dead.” 

I6y6] Thus he spoke. Apollo obeyed his 
fathers saying, and came down from the 
heights of Ida into the thick of the fight; forth- 
with he took Sarpedon out of range of the 
W'eapons, and then bore him a long w'ay off, 
where he washed him in the river, anointed 
him with ambrosia and clothed him in immortal 
raiment; this done, he committed him to the 
amis of the tw'o fleet mcsscMigcrs, Death, and 
Sleep, w'ho presently set him down in the rich 
land of Lycia. 

I6S4] Meanwhile Patroclus, wdth many a 
shout to his horses and to Automedon, pursued 
the Trojans and Lycians in the pride and fool- 
ishness of his heart. Had he hut obeyed the 
bidding of the son of Pcleus, he w'ould have 
escaped death and have been scatheless; but 
the counsels of Jove pass man’s understanding; 
he will put even a brave man to flight and 
snatch victory from his grasp, or again he w’ill 
set him on to fight, as he now' did w'hen lie put 
a high spirit into the heart of Patroclus. 

[6(j2] Who then first, and w'ho last, w as slain 
by you, O Patroclus, w'hen the gods had now 
called you to meet your doom? First Adrestus, 
Autonous, Echeclus, Perimus the son of Megas, 
Epistor and Melanippus; after these he killed 
Elasus, Mulius, and Pylartes. These he slew, 
but the rest saved themselves by flight. 

[69S] The sons of the Acha:ans would now 
have taken Troy by the hands of Patroclus, for 
his spear flew' in all directions, had not Pherbus 
Apollo taken his stand upon the w'all to defeat 
his purpose and to aid the Trojans. 1 h rice did 
Patroclus charge at an angle of the high w'all, 
and thrice did Apollo beat him back, striking 
his shield with his own immortal hands. When 
Patroclus was coming on like a god for yet a 
fourth time, Apollo shouted to him with an aw ful 
voice and said, “Draw hack, noble Patroclus, it 
is not vour lot to sack the city of the 1 rojan 
chieftains, nor yet will it be that of Achilles 
who is a far better man than you arc.” On hear- 
ing this, Patroclus withdrew' to some distance 
and avoided the anger of Apollo. 

[yiz] Meanwhile Hector w'as waiting with 
his horses inside the Sexan gates, in doubt 
whether to drive out again and go on fighting, 
or to call the army inside the gates. As he was 
thus doubting Phoebus Apollo drew near him 
in the likeness of a young and lusty warrior 
Asius, who was Hector’s uncle, being own 
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brother to Hecuba, and son of Dymas who lived 
in Phrygia by the waters of the river Sangarius; 
in his likeness Jove's son Apollo now spoke to 
Hector saying, ‘Hector, why have you left off 
fighting? It is ill done of you. If I were as much 
better a man than you, as I am worse, you 
should soon rue your slackness. Drive straight 
towards Patroclus, if so be that Apollo may 
|rant you a triumph over him, and you may 

[726] With this the god went back into the 
hurly-burly, and Hector bade Cebriones drive 
again into the fight. Apollo passed in among 

them, and struck panic into the Argives, while 
he gave triumph to Hector and the Trojans. 
Hector let the other Danaans alone and killed 
no man, but drove straight at Patroclus. Patro- 
clus then sprang from his chariot to the ground, 
with a spear in his left hand, and in his right 
a jagged stone as large as his hand could hold. 
He stood still and threw it, nor did it go far 
without hitting some one; the cast was not in 
vain, for the stone struck Cebriones, Hectors 
charioteer, a bastard son of Priam, as he held 
the reins in his hands. The stone hit him on the 
forehead and drove his brows into his head, for 
the bone w’as smashed, and his eyes fell to the 
ground at his feet. He dropped dead from his 
chariot as though he were diving, and there was 
no more life left in him. Over him did you then 
vaunt, O knight Patroclus, saying, “Bless my 
heart, how active he is, and how well he dives. 
If we had been at sea this fellow would have 
dived from the ship’s side and brought up as 
many oysters as the whole crew could stomach, 
even in rough water, for he has dived beauti- 
fully off his chariot on to the ground. It seems, 

then, that there are divers also among the Tro- 
jans." 

^75 1 7 As he spoke he flung himself on Cebri- 
ones with the spring, as it were, of a lion that 
while attacking a stockyard is himself struck in 
the chest, and his courage is his own bane- 
even so furiously, O Patroclus, did you then 
spring upon Cebriones. Hector sprang also from 
his chariot to the ground. The pair then fought 
over the body of Cebriones. As two famished 
lions fight fiercely on some high mountain over 
the body of a stag that they have killed, even so 
did these two mighty warriors, Patroclus son 
of Menoetius and brave Hector, hack and hew 
at one another over the corpse of Cebriones. 
Hector would not let him go when he had once 
got him by the head, while Patroclus kept fast 
hold of his feet, and a fierce fight raged between 
the other Danaans and Trojans. As the east 


and south wind buffet one another when they 
beat upon some dense forest on the mountains 
—there is beech and ash and spreading cornel; 
the tops of the trees roar as they heat on one 
another, and one can hear the boughs cracking 
and breaking— even so did the Trojans and 
Achaeans spring upon one another and lay 
about each other, and neither side would give 
way. Many a pointed spear fell to ground and 
many a winged arrow sped from its bow-string 
about the body of Cebriones; many a great 
stone, moreover, beat on many a shield as they 
fought around his body, but there he lay in the 
whirling clouds of dust, all huge and hugely, 
heedless of his driving now. 

[777I So long as the sun was still high in 
mid-heaven the weapons of cither side were 
alike deadly, and the people fell; but when he 
went down towards the time when men loose 
their oxen, the Achaeans proved to be beyond 
all forecast stronger, so that they drew Cebri- 
ones out of range of the darts and tumult of 
the Trojans, and stripped the armour from his 
shoulders. Then Patroclus sprang like Mars 
with fierce intent and a terrific shout upon the 
Trojans, and thrice did he kill nine men; but 
as he was coming on like a god for a fourth 
time, then, O Patroclus, was the hour of your 
end approaching, for Phoebus fought you in 
fell earnest. Patroclus did not see him as he 
moved about in the crush, jfcr he was en- 
shrouded in thick darkness, ana the god struck 
him from behind on his back and his broad 
shoulders with the flat of his hand, so that his 
eyes turned dizzy. Phoebus Apollo beat the 
helmet from off his head, and it rolled rattling 
off under the horses' feet, where its horse hair 
plumes were all begrimed with dust and blood. 
Never indeed had that helmet fared so before, 
for it had served to protect the head and comely 
forehead of the godlike hero Achilles. Now, 
however, Zeus delivered it over to be worn by 
Hector. Nevertheless the end of Hector also 
was near. The bronze-shod spear^ so great and 
so strong, was broken in the hand of Patroclus, 
while his shield that covered him^from head to 
foot fell to the ground as did also the band that 
held it, and Apollo undid the fastenings of his 
corslet. \ 

[ 8 o$] On this his mind bccami clouded; his 
limbs failed him, and he stood is one dazed; 
whereon Euphorbus son of Panthous a Dar- 
danian, the best spearman of his time, as also 
the finest horseman and fleetest runner, came 
behind him and struck him in the back with a 
spear, midway between the shoulders. This 



I2.I 


BOOK XVI 


man as soon as ever he had come up with his 
chariot had dismounted twenty men, so pro- 
ficient was he in all the arts of war— he it was, 

0 knight Patroclus, that first drove a weapon 
into you, but he did not quite overpower you. 
Euphorbus then ran back into the crowd, after 
drawing his ashen spear out of the W'ound; he 
would not stand firm and wait for Patroclus, 
unarmed though he now was, to attack him; 
but Patroclus unnerved, alike by the blow the 
god had given him and by the spear-wound, 
drew back under cover of nis men in fear for 
his life. Hector on this, seeing him to be 
wounded and giving ground, forced his way 
through the ranks, and when close up witn 
him struck him in the lower part of the belly 
with a spear, driving the bronze point right 
through it, so that he fell heavily to the ground 
to the great grief of the Achieans. As when a 
lion has fought some fierce wild-boar and 
worsted him— the two fight furiously upon the 
mountains over some little fountain at which 
they would both drink, and the lion has beaten 
the boar till he can iiaidly breathe— even so did 

1 lector son of Priam take the life of the brave 
son of Mcnoetius who had killed so many, strik- 
ing him from close at hand, and vaunting over 
him the while, "‘Patroclus, said he, “you 
deemed that you should sack our city, rob our 
Trojan w^omen of their freedom, and carry them 
off in your ships to your own country. Fool; 
1 lector and his fleet horses were ever straining 
their utmost to defend them. I am foremost of 
all the Trojan w^arriors to stave the day of bond- 
age from off them; as for you, vultures shall 
devour you here. Poor wretch, Achilles with all 
his bravery availed you nothing; and yet 1 ween 
when you left him he charged you straitly say- 


ing, 'Come not back to the ships, knight Patro- 
clus, till you have rent the bloodstained shirt 
of murderous Hector about his body.* Thus I 
W'cen did he charge you, and your flxil’s heart 
answ'ercd him ‘yea* within you.*' 

[84^] Then, as the life ebbed out of you, 
you answered, O knight Patroclus: “Hector, 
vaunt as you will, for Jove the son of Saturn 
and Apollo have vouchsafed you victory; it is 
they who have vanquished me so easily, and 
they who have stripped the armour from my 
shoulders; had twenty such men as you attacked 
me, all of them w^ould have fallen before my 
spear. Fate and the son of Leto havx over- 
ow^ered me, and among mortal men Euphor- 
us; you are yourself third only in the killing 
of me. I say further, and lay my saying to your 
heart, you too shall live but for a little season; 
death and the day of your doom are close upon 
you, and they will lay you low by the hand of 
Achilles son of .<^acus.** 

When he had thus spoken his eyes were 
closed in death, his soul left his body and flitted 
down to the house of Hades, mourning its sad 
fate and bidding farewell to the youth and 
vigour of its manhood. Dead though he was, 
Hector still spoke to him saying, “Patroclus, 
why should you thus foretell my doom? Who 
know'S but Achilles, son of lovely Thetis, may 
be smitten by my spear and die before me?’* 
[862.] As he spoke he drew the bronze spear 
from the wound, planting his foot upon the 
body, which he thrust off and let lie on its 
back. He then went spear in hand after Autom- 
edon, squire of the fleet descendant of /Eacus, 
for he longed to lay him low, but the immortal 
steeds which the gods had given as a rich gift 
to Peleus bore him swiftly from the field. 
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B rave Menelaus son of Atreus now came 
to know that Patroclus had fallen, and 
made his way through the front ranks 
clad in full armour to bestride him. As a cow 
stands lowing over her first call, even so did 
yellow haired Menelaus bestride Patroclus. He 
held his round shield and his spear in front of 
him, resolute to kill any who should dare face 
him. But the son of Panthoiis had also noted 
the body, and came up to Menelaus saying, 
“Menelaus, son of Atreus, draw back, leave the 
body, and let the bloodstained spoils be. I was 
first of the Trojans and their brave allies to 
drive my spear into Patroclus, let me, therefore, 
have my full glory among the Trojans, or I will 
take aim and kill you.’' 

[iS] To this Menelaus answered in great 
anger, “By father Jove, boasting is an ill thing. 
The para is not more bold, nor the lion nor 
savage wild-boar, which is fiercest and most 
dauntless of all creatures, than are the proud 
sons of Panthoiis. Yet I lyperenor did not see 
out the days of his youth when he made light 
of me and withstood me, deeming me the mean- 
est soldier among the Danaans. His own feet 
never bore him back to gladden his wife and 
parents. Even .so shall I make an end of you too, 
if you withstand me; get you back into the 
crowd and do not face me, or it shall be worse 
for you. Even a fool may be wise after the 
event.” 

[^4] Euphorbus w^ould not listen, and said, 
“Now indeed, Menelaus, shall you pay for the 
death of my brother over w'hom you vaunted, 
and whose wife you widow’cd in her bridal 
chamber, while you brought grief unspeakable 
on his parents. I shall comfort these poor people 
if I bring your head and armour and place them 
in the hands of Panthoiis and noble Phrontis. 
The time is come when this matter shall be 
fought out and settled, for me or against me.” 

/43 / As he spoke he struck Menelaus full on 
the shield, but the spear did not go through, for 
the shield turned its point. Menelaus then took 
aim, praying to father Jove as be did so; Eu- 
phorbus was drawing back, and Menelaus 


struck him al 30 ut the roots of his throat, leaning 
his whole w'cight on the spear, so as to drive it 
home. The }X)int w^nt clean through his neck, 
and his armour rang rattling round him as he 
fell heavily to the ground. 1 1 is hair which was 
like that of the Chaces, and his locks so deftlv 
bound in bands of silver and gold, were all 
bedrabblcd v\ith blood. /\s one who has grown 
a fine young olive tree in a clear space where 
there is abundance i)f water— the plant is full 
of promise, and though the winds beat upon it 
from evciy^ quarter it puts forth its wdiite blos- 
soms till the blasts of some fierce hurricane 
sweep down upon it and level it with the 
ground— even so did Menelaus strip the fair 
youth Euphorbus of his armour after he had 
slain him. Or as some fierce lion upon the 
mountains in the pride of his strength fastens 
on the finest heifer in a herd as it is feeding- 
first he breaks her neck with his strong jaws, 
and then gorges on her blood ahd entrails; dogs 
and shepherds raise a hue and cry against him, 
but they stand aloof and will not come close to 
him, for they arc pale with fear— even so no one 
had the courage to face valiant Menelaus. The 
son of Atreus would have then carried off the 
armour of the son of Panthous w'ith ease, had 
not Pha*bus Apollo been angry, and in the 
guise of Mentes chief of the Cicons incited 
Hector to attack him. “Hector,” said he, “you 
are now going after the horses of the noble son 
of /Tacus, but you will not take them; they 
cannot be kept in hand and driven by mortal 
man, save only by Achilles, who is son to an 
immortal mother. Meanwhile Menelaus of 
Atreus has bestridden the body of PatrcK’lus and 
killed the noblest of the Trojafis, Euphorbus 
son of Panthous, so that he can $gbt no more.” 

[82] The god then went back into the toil 
and turmoil, but the soul of I lector was dark- 
ened with a cloud of grief; he looked along the 
ranks and saw Euphorbus lying on the ground 
with the blood still flowing from his wound, 
and Menelaus stripping him of his armour. On 
this be made his way to the front like a flame 
of fire, clad in his gleaming armour, and crying 
22 
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with a loud voice. When the son of Atreus 
heard him, he said to himself in his dismay, 
“Alas! what shall 1 do? I may not let the Tro- 
jans take the armourof Patroclus who has fallen 
fighting on my behalf, lest some Danaan who 
sees me should cry shame upon me. Still if for 
my honoiir^s sake I fight Hector and the Tro- 
jans single-handed, they will prove too many 
for me, tor Hector is bringing them up in force. 
Why, however, should I thus hesitate? V\^hcn 
a man fights in despite of heaven with one 
whom a god befriends, he will soon me it. Let 
no Danaan think ill of me if I give place to 
Hector, for the hand of heaven is with him. 
Yet, if I could find Ajax, the tw'O of us would 
fight Hector and heaven too, if we might only 
save the body of Patroclus for Achilles son of 
Peleus. 7 ’his, of many evils would be the least.'* 

[ 106 ] While he was thus in two minds, the 
Trojans came up to him with Hector at their 
head; he therefore drew back and left the body, 
turning about like some bearded lion who is 
being chased by dogs and men from a stockyard 
with spears and hue ind cry, wTereon he is 
daunted and slinks sulkily off— even so did 
Mcnelaus son of Atreus tum and leave the 
1)0(1 V of Painx'lus. When among the body of 
his men, he looked around for mighty Ajax son 
ot Telamon, and presently saw him on the cx- 
f reme left of the fight, cheering on his men and 
exhorting them to keep on fighting, for Ph(i;bus 
Apollo had spread a great panic among them, 

I Ic ran up to him and said, “Ajax, my good 
friend, come with me at once to dead Patroclus, 
if so Ix" that we may take the body to Achilles— 
as for his armour. Hector already has it.” 

f 1 22] These words stirred the heart of Ajax, 
and he made his way among the front ranks, 
Mcnelaus going with him. 1 lector had stripped 
Patroclus of his armour, and was dragging him 
away to cut off his head and take the body to 
fling before the dogs of Troy. But Ajax came up 
with his shield like a wall before him, on which 
I lector withdrew' under shelter of his men, and 
sprang on to his chariot, giving the armour over 
to the Trojans to take to the city, as a great 
trophy for himself; Ajax, therefore, covered 
the body of Patroclus with his broad shield and 
bestrode him; as a lion stands over his w'helps if 
hunters have come upon him in a forest when 
he is with his little ones— in the pride and fierce- 
ness of his strength he draws his knit brows 
down till they cover his eyes— even so did Ajax 
bestride the body of Patroclus, and by his side 
stood Menelaus son of Atreus, nursing great 
sorrow in his heart. 
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[ 140 ] Then Glaucus son of Hippolochus 
looked fiercely at Hector and rebuked him 
sternly. “Hector,” said he, “you make a brave 
show, but in fight you are sadly w^anting. A 
runaway like yourself has no claim to so great 
a reputation. Think how^ you may now save 
your town and citadel by the hands of your own 
people born in Jlius; for you will get no Lycians 
to fight for you, seeing what thanks they have 
had for their incessant hardships. Are you 
likely, sir, to do anything to help a man of less 
note, after leaving Sarpedon, who w^as at once 
your guest and comrade in arms, to be the spoil 
and prey of the Danaans? So long as he lived 
he did good service both to your city and your- 
s(df; yet you had no stomach to save his body 
from the dogs. If the Lycians will listen to me, 
they will go home and leave Troy to its fate. 
If the Trojans had any of that daring fearless 
spirit which lays hold of men who are fighting 
for their country and harassing those w'ho 
would attack it, we should soon hear off Patro- 
clus into Iliiis. Could we get this dead man 
away and bring him into the city of Priam, the 
Argives w'ould readily give up the armour of 
Sarpedon, and we should get his body to hoot. 
For he whose squire has been now killed is 
the foremost man at the ships of the Achirans 
—he and his close-fighting followers. Neverthe 
less you dared not make a stand against Ajax, 
nor face him, eye to eye, with battle all round 
you, for he is a braver man than you arc.” 

[ 169 ] Hector scowled at him and answ^ered, 
“Glaucus, you sliould know better. I have held 
you so far as a man of more understanding than 
any in all Lycia, hut now' I despise you for say- 
ing that I am afraid of Ajax. I fear neither 
battle nor the din ot chariots, but Jove’s w'ill is 
stronger than ours, Jove at one time makes even 
a strong man draw' hack and snatches victory 
from bis grasp, while at another he will set him 
on to fight. Come hither then, my friend, stand 
by me and see indeed w'hether I shall plav the 
coward the whole day through as you say, or 
whether I shall not stay some even of the bold- 
est Danaans from fighting round the body of 
Patroclus.” 

/183J As he spoke he called loudly on the 
Trojans saying, “Trojans, Lycians, and Dar- 
danians, fighters in close combat, be men, my 
friends, and fight might and main, w'hilc I put 
on the goodly armour of Achilles, w'hich I t(X)k 
when I killed Patroclus.” 

[ 188 ] With this Hector left the fight, and 
ran full speed after his men who were taking 
the armour of Achilles to T roy, but had not yet 
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got far. Standing for a while apart from the 
woeful fight, he changed his armour. His own 
he sent to the strong city of Ilius and to the 
Trojans, while he put on the immortal armour 
of the son of Peleus, which the gods had given 
to Peleus, who in his age gave it to his son; but 
die son did not grow old in his father s armour. 

[19S] When Jove, lord of the stormdoud, 
saw Hector standing aloof and arming himself 
in the armour of the son of Peleus, he wagged 
his head and muttered to himself saying, '‘Alas! 
poor wretch, you arm in the armour of a hero, 
before whom many another trembles, and you 
reck nothing of the d(X)in that is already close 
ujxm you. You have killed his comrade so brave 
and strong, but it w'as not well that you should 
strip the annour from his head and shoulders. 
I do indeed endow you with great might now, 
but as against this you shall not return from 
battle to lay the annour of the son of Peleus 
before Andromache.'^ 

[ 209 ] The son of Saturn bowed his porten- 
tous brows, and Hector fitted the armour to bis 
body, while terrible Mars entered into him, and 
filled his whole body with might and valour. 
With a shout he strode in among the allies, and 
his armour flashed about him so that be seemed 
to all of them like the great son of Peleus him- 
self. He went about among them and cheered 
them on— Mesthles, Glaucus, Medon, Tlicrsi- 
lochus, Asteropaeus, Deisenor and Hippothoiis, 
Phorcys, Chromius and Ennomus the augur. 
All these did he exhort saying, "Hear me, allies 
from other cities who are here in your thou- 
sands, it was not in order to have a crowd about 
me that I called you hither each from his several 
city, but that with heart and soul you might de- 
fend the wives and little ones of the Trojans 
from the fierce Achajan,s. For this do I oppress 
my people with your food and the presents that 
make you rich. Therefore turn, and charge at 
the foe, to stand or fall as is the game of war; 
whoever shall bring Patroclus, dead though he 
be, into the hands of the Trojans, and shall 
make Ajax give way before him, I will give 
him one half of the spoils while 1 keep the 
other. He will thus share like honour with 
myself." 

[^33] \Vhen he had thus spoken they 
charged full weight upon the Danaans with 
their spears held out before them, and the 
hopes of each ran high that he should force 
Ajax son of Telamon to yield up the body— 
fools that they were, for he was about to take 
the lives of many. "^Ilien Ajax said to Menelaus, 
"My good friend Menelaus, you and I shall 
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hardly come out of this fight alive. I am less 
concerned for the body of Patroclus, who will 
shortly become meat for the dogs and vultures 
of Troy, than for the safety of my own head 
and yours. Hector has wrapped us round in a 
storm of battle from every quarter, and our 
destruction seems now certain. Call then upon 
the princes of the Danaans if there is any who 
can near us." 

[246] Menelaus did as he said, and shouted 
to the Danaans for help at the top of his voic*e. 
"My friends,’' he cried, "princes and counsellors 
of the Argives, all you who with Agamemnon 
and Menelaus drink at the public cost, and give 
orders each to his own people as Jove vouch- 
safes him power and glory, the fight is so thick 
about me that I cannot distinguish you sever- 
ally; come on, therefore, every man unbidden, 
and think it shame that Patroclus should be- 
come meat and morsel for Trojan hounds.*' 

/ 2567 Fleet Ajax son of Oileus heard him and 
was first to force his way through tlie fight and 
run to help him. Next came Idomeni'us and 
Meriones his esquire, jxicr of murderous Mars. 
As for the others that came into the fight after 
these, who of his own self could name them? 

[262] The I’rojans with I lector at their 
head charged in a body. As a great wave that 
comes thundering in at the mouth of some 
heaven-born river, and the rocks that jut into 
the sea ring with the roar of the breakers that 
beat and buffet them— even with such a roar 
did the Trojans come on; but the Achaeans in 
singleness of heart stood finn about the son of 
Mencctius, and fenced him with their bronze 
shields. Jove, moreover, hid the brightness of 
their helmets in a thick cloud, for he had borne 
no grudge against the son of Mencetius while 
he was .still alive and stjuirc to the descendant 
of /Eaciis; therefore he was loth to let him fall 
a prey to the dogs of his foes the I’rojans, and 
urged his comrades on to defend him. 

1274] ^\t first the Trojans drove the Achx- 
ans back, and they withdrew from the dead 
man daunted. The Trojans did tiot succeed in 
killing any one, nevertheless t \ey drew the 
body away. But the Achaeans < id not lose it 
long, for Ajax, foremost of all the Danaans after 
the son of Peleus alike in statur^ and prowess, 

? [uickly rallied them and madu towards the 
ront like a wild boar upon die mountains 
when he stands at bay in the forest glades and 
routs the hounds and lusty youths that have 
attacked him— even so did Ajax son of Telamon 
passing easily in among the phalanxes of the 
Trojans, disperse those who had bestridden 
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Patroclus and were most bent on winning glory 
by dragging him off to their city. At this mo- 
ment Hippothoiis brave son of the Pelasgian 
Lcthus, in his zeal for Hector and the Trojans, 
was dragging the body off by the foot through 
the press of the fight, having bound a strap 
round the sinews near the ancle; but a mischief 
soon befell him from which none of those could 
save him who would have gladly done so, for 
the son of Telamon sprang forward and smote 
him on his bronze-cheeked helmet. The plumed 
headpiece broke about the point of the weapon, 
struck at once by the spear and by the strong 
hand of Ajax, so that the bloody brain came 
oozing out through the crest socket. I lis strength 
then failed him and lie let Patroclus’ foot drop 
from his hand, as he fell full length dead upon 
the body; thus he died far from the fertile land 
of Larissa, and never repaid his parents the cost 
of bringing him up, for his life was cut short 
early by the spear of mighty Ajax. Hector then 
took aim at Ajax with a spear, but he saw it 
coming and just managed to avoid it; the spear 
passed on and suuck Schedius son of noble 
Iphitus, captain of the PhcKeans, who dwelt in 
famed Panopeus and reigned over much peo- 
ple; it struck him under the middle of the collar- 
bone; the bronze point went right through him, 
coming out at the bottom of lus shoulder blade, 
and his armour rang rattling round him as he 
fell heavily to the grountl. Ajax in his turn 
struck noble Phorcys son of PheCnops in the 
middle of the belly as he was bestriding f lip- 
pothous, and broke the plate of his cuirass; 
wlioreon the spear tore out his entrails and 
he clutched the ground in his palm as he fell to 
earth. Hector and those who were in the front 
rank then gave ground, while the Argives 
raised a loud cry of triumph, and drew off the 
bodies of Phorcys and Hippothous which they 
stripped presently of their armour. 

f'^ig] 1 he Trojans would now have been 
worsted by the brave Achceans and driven back 
to Ilius through their own cowardice, while the 
Argives, so great was their courage and endur- 
ance, would have achieved a triumph even 
against the will of jovc, if Apollo had not 
roused /Eneas, in the likeness of Periphas son 
of Epytus, an attendant who had grown old in 
the service of /Eneas' aged father, and was at 
all times devoted to him. In his likeness, then, 
Apollo said, ^‘/Eneas, can you not manage, even 
though heaven be against us, to save high Ilius? 

I have known men, whose numbers, courage, 
and self-reliance have saved their people in 
spite of Jove, whereas in this case he would 
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much rather give victory to us than to the 
Danaans, if you would only fight instead of 
being so terribly afraid." 

1 334] /^Lneas knew Apollo when he looked 
straight at him, and shouted to Hector saying, 
'"Hector and all other Trojans and allies, shame 
on us if wc are beaten by the Achaeans and 
driven back to Ilius through our own cowardice. 
A god has just come up to me and told me that 
Jovc the supreme disposer will be with us. 
Therefore let us make for the Danaans, that 
it may go hard with them ere they bear away 
dead Patroclus to the ships." 

^342/ As he spoke he sprang out far in front 
of the others, w'ho then rallied and again faced 
the Achaeans. /Eneas speared Leiocritus son of 
Arishas, a valiant follower of Lycomedes, and 
Lycomedes was moved with pity as he saw him 
fall; he therefore went close up, and speared 
Apisaon son of Hippasus shepherd of his peo- 
ple in the liver tlhridcr the midriff, so that he 
died; he had come from fertile Pa'onia and was 
the best man of them all after Astcropecus. 
Astcropaeiis flew forward to avenge him and 
attack the Danaans, hut this might no longer 
he, inasmuch as those about Patroclus were 
well covered by their shields, and held their 
spears in front of them, for Ajax had given 
them strict orders that no man was either to 
give ground, or to stand out before the others, 
hut all were to hold well together about the 
body and fight hand to hand. Thus did huge 
Ajax hid them, and the carih ran red with blood 
as the corpses fell thick on one another alike 
on the side of the Trojans and allies, and on 
that of the Danaans; for these last, too, fought 
no bloodless fight though many fewer of them 
perished, through the care they took to defend 
and stand by one another. 

/366J Thus did they fight as it w’ere a flam- 
ing fire; it seemed as though it had gone hard 
even with the sun and moon, for they were 
hidden over all that part where the bravest 
heroes were fighting about the dead son of 
Mencetius, whereas the other Danaans and 
Achaians fought at their ease in full daylight 
with brilliant sunshine all round them, and 
there was not a cloud to he seen neither on 
plain not mountain. These last moreover would 
rest for a while and leave off fighting, for they 
were some distance apart and beyond the range 
of one another's weapons, w^hereas those who 
were in the thick of the fray suffered both from 
battle and darkness. All the best of them were 
being w^om out by the great weight of their 
armour, hut the two valiant heroes, Thrasy- 
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medes and Antilochus, had not yet heard of the 
death of Patroclus, and believed him to be still 
alive and leading the van against tlie "I rojans; 
they were keeping themselves in reserve against 
the death or rout of their ow'ii comrades, for so 
Nestor had ordered when he sent them from 
the ships into battle. 

[3^4] ^ bus through the livelongday did they 
wage fierce war, and the sweat of their toil 
rained ever on their legs under them, and on 
their hands and eyes, as they fought over the 
squire of the fleet son of l^elcus. It w'as as when 
a man gives a great ox-hide all drenched in fat 
to his men, and bids them stretch it; whereon 
thev stand round it in a ring and tug till the 
moisture leaves it, and the lat so^ks in for the 
many that pull at it, and it is well stretched— 
even so did the tw^o sides tng the dead body 
hither and thither within the compass of but 
a little space— the Trojans steadfastly set on 
dragging it into Ilius, while the Achieans were 
no less so on taking it to their ships; and fierce 
was the fight between them. Not Mars himself 
the lord of hosts, nor yet Minerwi, even in their 
fullest fury could make light of such a battle. 

[400] Such fearful tunnoil of men and 
horses did Jove on that day ordain loiind the 
body^ of Patroclus. Meanw’hilc ^Achilles did not 
know that he had fallen, for the fight was under 
the wall of Troy a long way off the ships. He 
had no idea, therefore, that Patroclus was dead, 
and deemed that he would return ali\'c as soon 
as he had gone close up to the gates. I le kn^^w 
that he was not to sack the city ncitlier with 
nor without himself, for his mother had often 
told him this when he had sat alone with her, 
and she had informed him of the counsels of 
great Jove. Now, however, she had not told 
him how great a dLsaster had befallen him in 
the death of the one who was far dearest to 
him of all his comrades. 

[412] The others still kept on charging one 
another round the body with their pointed 
spears and killing each other. Then would one 
say, '‘My friends, we can never again show our 
faces at the .ships— better, and greatly better, 
that earth should open and swallow us here in 
this place, than that we should let the Trojans 
have the triumph of bearing off Patroclus to 
their city.” 

[420] TTie Trojans also on their part spoke 
to one another saying, “Friends, though we fall 
to a man beside thisTx)dy, let none shrink from 
fighting.” With such wT)rds did they exhort 
each other. They fought and fought, and an 
iron clank rose through the voiti air to the 


ILIAD 

brazen vault of heaven. The horses of the de- 
scendant of /Facus stood out of the fight and 
wept when they heard that their driver had 
been laid low by the hand of murderous I lec- 
tor. xAutomedon, valiant son of Diores, lashed 
tliem again and again; many a time did he 
speak kindly to them, and many a time did he 
upbraid them, but they would neither go back 
to the ships by the waters of the bn^ad 1 Iclles- 
pont, nor yet into battle among the Achaeans; 
they stood w'ith their chariot stock still, as a 
pillar set over the tomb of some dead man or 
woman, and bowed their heads to the ground. 
Hot tears fell from their eyes ns they mourned 
the loss of tlicir cliariotcer, and their noble 
manes drooped all wet from under the yoke- 
straps on cither side the voke. 

[441] 1 he son of Saturn saw them and took 
pity' upon their sorrow. He wagged his head, 
and muttered to himself, saying, “Poor things, 
why did we give you to King Pelcus who is a 
mortal, while you are N'oiirseh es ageless and 
immortal? Was it that you might share the sor- 
rows that befall mankind? for of all ercatuies 
that live and move upon the earth there is none 
so pitKible as lie is— still. Hector son of Priam 
shall diivc neither you nc)r your chariot. 1 will 
not have it. It is enough that he should haw 
the armour over which he vaunts so vainly. 
Furthermore I will give you strength of heart 
and limb to bear i\utomcdon sidely to the ships 
from battle, for I shall let the T rojans triumph 
still further, and go on killing till they reach 
the ships, whereon night shall fall and darkness 
overshadow the land.” 

[456/ As he spoke he breathed heart and 
strength into the iiorses so that tlicy shook the 
dust Irom out of their manes, and bore tlieir 
chariot swiftly intothe fight that raged betucen 
Trojans and Achaeans. Behind them fought 
Automedon full of sorrow lor his comrade, as 
a vulture amid a flock of geese. In and out, and 
here and there, full speed he dashed amid th( 
throng ol the T rojans, hut for all the fury of his 
pursuit he killed no man, for he could not wield 
his spear and keep his horses in hand when 
alone in the chariot; at last, hoi\^evcr, a com- 
rade, Alcimedon, son of Laerccs ^n of Harmon 
caught sight of him and came ip behind his 
chariot. “Automedon,” said he, ‘Vhat god has 
put this folly into y^our heart aitd robbed you 
of your right mind, that you fight the Trojans 
in the front rank single-handed? He who was 
your comrade is slain, and Hector plumes him- 
self on being armed in the armour of the de- 
scendant of /Eacus.” 
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[474] Autoinedon son of Diorcs answered, 
“Alcitncdon, there is no one else who can con- 
trol and guide the immortal steeds so w^cll as 
you can, save only Patroclus— while he was 
alivc—pcer of gods in counsel. Take then the 
whi]> and reins, while I go down from the car 
and fight.*’ 

[4S1] Alcimedon sprang on to the chariot, 
and caught up the whip and reins, while Au- 
tomedon leaped from off the car. When Hector 
saw him he said to /lMieas who was near him, 
“/IZncas, counsellor of the mail-clad Trojans, I 
see the steeds of the fleet son of ylZacus come 
into battle with w^eak hands to drive them. I am 
sure, if you think well, that we might take 
them; they will not dare face us if wc both 
attack them.’* 

The valiant son of Anchises was of the 
same mind, and the pair went right on, with 
their shoulders covered under shields of tough 
drv ox hide, overlaid with much bronze. Chro- 
niins and Aretus went also with them, and their 
hearts heat high with hope that they might kill 
the men and capture the hoises— fools that they 
were, lor they were not to return scatheless 
frojn (heir meeting with .Automedon, who 
pra\ed to father Jove and was forthw'ith filled 
with courage and strength abounding. He 
turned to his trusty comrade .Alcimedon and 
said, “Alcinu'don, keep your horses so close up 
that I in.iy feel their breath upon my back; I 
doubt that vve shall not stay Hector son of 
Priam till he has killed us and mounted behind 
the horses, he w'ill then cither spread panic 
among the lanks of the Acha*ans, or himself 
he killed among the foremost.” 

[ ] On this he cried out to the tw^o Ajaxes 
and Menelaus, “Ajaxes captains of the Aigivcs, 
and xMcnclaus, give the dead ])ody over to them 
that arc best able to defend it, and come to the 
rescue of us living; for Hector and /Tneas who 
are the two best men among the Trojans, are 
jiressing us hard in the full tide of war. Ne\er- 
thcless the issue lies on the lap of heaven, I 
will therefore hurl my spear and leave the rest 
to Jove.” 

[514] He poised and hurled as he spoke, 
w^hercon the spear struck the round shield of 
Aretus, and w^nt right through it for the shield 
stayed it not, so that it was driven through his 
hc>^ into the lower part of his belly. As when 
some sturdy youth, axe in hand, deals his blow 
beliind the horns of aif ox and severs the ten- 
dons at the hack of its neck so that it s]mngs 
forward and then drops, even so did /\rctus 
give one bound and then fall on his back— 
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the spear quivering in his body till it made an 
end of him. Hector then aimed a spear at 
Automedon but he saw it coming and stooped 
foiw'ard to avoid it, so that it flew past him and 
the point stuck in the ground, while the hiitl- 
end went on quivering till Mars robbed it of 
its force. They would then have fought hand 
to hand with swords had not the two Ajaxes 
forced their way through the crowd when they 
heard their comrade calling, and parted them 
for all their fury— for Hector, /Tncas, and 
Chromiiis w'cre afraid and drew back, leaving 
Aretus to lie there struck to the heart. Autorn- 
edon, peer of fleet Mars, then stripped him of 
his armour and vaunted over him saying, “I 
have done little to assuage my sorrow for the 
son of Mennetius, for the man I have killed is 
not so good as he was.’* 

[ 540] As he spoke he took the blood-stained 
spoils and laid them upon his chariot; then 
he mounted the car with his hands and feet all 
steeped in gore as a lion that has been gorging 
upon a hull. 

[S4^] And now the fierce groanful fight 
again raged about Patroclus, for Minerva came 
dowm from heaven and roused its fiiiv by the 
command of far-seeing Jove, who had changed 
his mind and sent her to encourage the Dan- 
aans. As wlicn Jove bends his bright how in 
licaA'en in token to mankind either of w'ar or of 
the chill storms that stay men fiom their lalxjiir 
and plague the flocks— even so, w’rapped in such 
radiant raiment, did Minerv’a go in among the 
host and speak man bv man to cacli. hirst she 
took the fonn and voice of Pho'nix and spoke 
to Menelaus son of Vtreus, wdio was standing 
near her. “Menelaus,” said she, “it will he 
shame and clislumour to you, if dogs tear the 
noble comrade of Achilles under the walls of 
Trov. Therefore he staunch, and urge your 
men to be so also.” 

^56 1 J Menelaus answered, “Pheenix, my 
good old friend, may Minerva vouchsafe me 
strength and keep the darts i'rom ofl me, for 
so shall I stand by Patroclus and defend him; 
his death has gone to my heart, hut 1 lector is 
as a raging fire and deals his blow^s without 
ceasing, for Jove is now granting him a time of 
triumph.” 

[5^7] Minerva w’as pleased at his having 
named herself before any of the other gods. 
I’hercfore she put strength into his knees and 
shoulders, and made him as hold as a fly, which, 
though dri\ cn off wall yet come again and bite 
if it can, so deaily does it love man’s blood- 
even so bold as this did she make him as he 
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stood over Patroclus and threw his spear. Now 
there was among the Trojans a man named 
Podes, son of Eetion, who was both rich and 
valiant. Hector held him in the highest honour 
for he was his comrade and boon companion; 
the spear of Menelaus struck this man in the 
girdle just as he had turned in flight, and went 
right through him. Whereon he fell heavily 
forw^ard, and Menelaus son of Atreus drew^ off 
his body from the Trojans into the ranks of his 
own people. 

f 58 27 Apollo then went up to Hector and 
spurred him on to fight, in the likeness of Phae- 
nops son of Asius who lived in Abydos and w^as 
the most favoured of all Hcctor*s guests. In his 
likeness Apollo said, “Hector, w^ho of the Achae- 
ans will fear you henceforward now that you 
have quailed before Menelaus who has ever 
been rated poorly as a soldier? Yet he has now 
got a corpse away from the Trojans single- 
handed, and has slain your own true comrade, 
a man brave among the foremost, Podes son of 
Eetion. 

[S9i] A dark cloud of grief fell upon Hector 
as he heard, and he made his way to the front 
clad in full armour. Thereon the son of Saturn 
seized his bright tasselled aegis, and veiled Ida 
in cloud: he sent forth his lightnings and his 
thunders, and as he shook his a?gis he gave vic- 
toxy to the Trojans and routed the Achaeans. . 

[597] The panic was begun by Penelcos the 
Boeotian, for while keeping his face turned ever 
towards the foe he had been hit with a spear 
on the upper part of the shoulder; a spear 
thrown by Polydamas had grazed the top of 
the bone, for Polydamas had come up to him 
and struck him from close at hand. Then Hec- 
tor in close combat struck Lcitus son of noble 
Alcetryon in the hand by the wrist, and dis- 
abled him from fighting further. He looked 
about him in dismay, knowing that never again 
should he wield spear in battle with the Tro- 
jans. While Hector was in pursuit of Le'itus, 
Idomeneus struck him on the breastplate over 
his chest near the nipple; but the spear broke in 
the shaft, and the Trojans cheered aloud. Hec- 
tor then aimed at Idomeneus son of Deucalion 
as he was standing on his chariot, and very 
narrowlymisscdhim,but the spear hit Coiranus, 
a follower and charioteer of Meriones who had 
come with him from Lyctus. Idomeneus had 
left the ships on foot and would have afforded 
a great triumph to the Trojans if Coiranus had 
not driven quickly up to him, he therefore 
brought life and rescue to Idomeneus, but him- 
self fell by the hand of murderous Hector. For 


Hector hit him on the jaw under the ear; the 
end of the spear drove out his teeth and cut his 
tongue in two pieces, so that he fell from his 
chariot and let the reins fall to the ground, 
Meriones gathered them up from the ground 
and took them into his own hands, then he 
said to Idomeneus, “Lay on, till you get back 
to the ships, for you must sec that the day is no 
longer ours.'* 

[624] On this Idomeneus lashed the horses 
to the ships, for fear had taken hold upon him. 

[616] Ajax and Menelaus noted how Jove 
had tumed the sade in favour of the Trojans, 
and Ajax was first to speak. “Alas,^* said he, 
“even a fool may see that father Jove is helping 
the Irojans. All their weapons strike home; 
no matter whether it be a brave man or a coward 
that hurls them, Jove speeds all alike, whereas 
ours fall each one of them without effect. What, 
then, will be best both as regards rescuing the 
body, and our return to the joy of our friends 
who will be grieving as they look hitherwards; 
for they will make sure that nothing can now 
check the terrible hands of I lector, and that he 
will fling himself upon our ships. I wish that 
some one would go and tell thtj son of Pelcus at 
once, for I do not think he can have yet hoard 
the sad news that the dearest of his friends has 
fallen. But I can sec not a man among the 
Achacans to send, for they and their chariots 
are alike hidden in darkness. father Jove, lift 
this cloud from over the sons of the Achxans; 
make heaven serene, and let us sec; if you will 
that we perish, let us fall at any rate by day- 
light.” 

[648] Father Jove heard him and had com- 
passion upon his tears. Forthwith he chased 
away the cloud of darkness, so that the sun 
shone out and all the fighting was revealed. 
Ajax then said to Menelaus, “Look, Menelaus, 
and if Antilochus son of Nestor be still living, 
send him at once to tell Achilles that by far 
the dearest to him of all his comrades has 
fallen.” 

f 6567 Menelaus heeded his wbrds and went 
his way as a lion from a stockyajrd— the lion is 
tired of attacking the men and| hounds, who 
keep watch the whole night thrbugh and will 
not let him least on the fat of ftlieir herd. In 
his lust of meat he makes straig&t at them but 
in vain, for darts from strong hafids assail him, 
and burning brands which daupt him for all 
his hunger, so in the morning h^ slinks sulkily 
away— even so did Menelaus sorely against his 
wiP leave Patroclus, in great fear lest the Achae- 
ans should be driven back in rout and let him 
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fall into the hands of the foe. He charged 
Merioncs and the two Ajaxcs siraitly saying, 
‘VXjaxes and Meriones, leaders of the Argives, 
now indeed remember how good Patroclus was; 
he was ever courteous while alive, bear it in 
mind now that he is dead.'* 

[^75] With this Mcnelaus left them, look- 
ing round him as keenly as an eagle, whose 
sight they say is keener than that of any other 
bird— however high he may be in the heavens, 
not a hare that runs can escape him by crouch- 
ing under bush or thicket, for he will swoop 
down upon it and make an end of it— even so, 

O Menelaus, did your keen eyes range round 
the mighty host of your followers to see if you 
could find the son oi Nestor still alive. Presently 
Menciaus saw him on the extreme left of the 
battle cheering on his men and exhorting them 
to figlu boldly. Menciaus went up to him and 
said, '‘Antilochus, come here and listen to sad 
news, v’hich I would indeed were untrue. You 
must s(?e witli your own eyes that heaven is 
heaping calamity upon the Danaans, and giv- 
ing victory to the 7 e' j jns. Patroclus has fallen, 
who was the bravest of the Ach,'eans, and sorely 
will the Danaans miss him. Run instantly to 
the sinps and tell Achilles, that he may come 
to rescue the body and hear it to the ships. As 
for tlic armour, } lector already has it." 

[ 6 g$] Antilochus was struck with horror. 
For a long time he was speechless; his eyes filled 
w'ith tears and he could find no utterance, but 
he did as Menciaus had said, and set off run- 
ning as soon as he had given his annour to a 
comrade, Laodocus, who was wheeling his 
horses round, close beside him, 

/700/ Thus, then, did he run weeping from 
the field, to cany the had news to Achilles son 
of Pclcus. Nor wTre you, O Menciaus, minded 
to succour his harassed comrades, wdien Antilo- 
chus had left the Pylians— and greatly did they 
miss him— but he sent them noble Thrasy- 
rnedes, and himself went back to Patroclus. He 
came running up to the two Ajaxes and said, 
*‘I have sent Antilochus to the ships to tell 
Achilles, but rage against Hector as he may, he 
cannot come, for he cannot fight without 
annour. What then will be our best plan both 
as regards rescuing the dead, and our own 
escape from death amid the battle-cries of the 
Trojans?" 

171$] Ajax answ^cred, “Menelaus, you have 
said well; do you, then, and Merioncs stoop 
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down, raise the body, and hear it out of the 
fray, while we two behind you keep off Hector 
and the Trojans, one in heart as in name, and 
long used to fighting side by side with one an- 
other." 

[722] On this Menelaus and Meriones took 
the dead man in their arms and lifted him high 
aloft with a great effort. The T rojan host raised 
a hue and cry behind them wdien they saw the 
Achaeans hearing the body away, and flew after 
them like hounds attacking a wounded boar at 
the loo of a hand of young huntsmen. For a 
while the hounds fly at him as though they 
would tear him in pieces, but now and again 
he turns on them in a fury, scaring and scatter- 
ing them in all directions— even so did the Tro- 
jans for a while charge in a Ix^dy, striking with 
sword and with spears pointed at both the ends, 
hut when the two Ajaxes faced them and stood 
at hay, they would turn pale and no man dared 
press on to fight fiurther about the dead. 

[735] ItJ this wise did the two heroes strain 
every nerve to bear the body to the ships out of 
the fight. I'he battle raged round them like 
fierce flames that when once kindled spread like 
wildfire over a city, and the houses fall in the 
glare of its burning— even such was the roar 
and tramp of men and horses that pursued 
them as they bore Patroclus from the field. Or 
as mules that put forth all their strength to 
draw some beam or great piece of ship's timber 
down a rough mountain-track, and they pant 
and sweat as they go— even so did Mcnelaus 
and Meriones pant and sweat as they bore the 
body of Patroclus. Behind them the two Ajaxes 
held stoutly out. As some wwded mountain- 
spur tliat stretches across a plain will turn water 
and check the flow even of a great river, nor is 
there any stream strong enough to break 
through it— even so did the two Ajaxes face 
the 1 rojans and stem the tide of their fighting 
though they kept pouring on towards them— 
and foremost among thorn all was /Eneas son 
of Anchises with valiant Hector. As a flock of 
daws or starlings fall to screaming and chatter- 
ing when they see a falcon, foe to all small birds, 
come soaring near them, even so did the Acha - 
aii youth raise a babel of cries as tlicy fled 
before /Eneas and Hector, unmindful of their 
former prowess. In the rout of the Danaans 
much goodly armour fell round about the 
trench, and of fighting there was no end. 
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T hus then did they fight as it were a 
flaming fire. Meanwhile the fleet runner 
Antilochus, who had been sent as mes- 
senger, reached Achilles, and found him sitting 
by his tall ships and boding that which w'as in- 
deed too surely true. “Alas,” said lie to himself 
in the heaviness of his heart, “why are the 
Achacans again scouring the plain and flocking 
towards the ships? Heaven grant the gods be 
not now bringing that sorrow upon me of which 
my mother Thetis spoke, saying that while I 
was yet alive the bravest of the Mynnidons 
should fall before the Trojans, and see the light 
of the sun no longer. 1 fear the brave son of 
Menoetius has fallen through his own daring— 
and yet I bade him return to the ships as soon 
as he had driven back those that were bringing 
fire against them, and not join battle with Hec- 
tor." 

[is] As he was thus pondering, the son of 
Nestor came up to him and told his sad tale, 
weeping bitterly the while, “Alas,” he cried, 
“son of noble Peleus, I bring you bad tidings, 
w^ould indeed that they wrre untrue. Patroclus 
has fallen, and a light is raging about his naked 
body— for Hector holds his armour.” 

[ 12 ] A dark cloud of grief fell upon Achilles 
as he listened. I Ic filled both hands with dust 
from off the ground, and poured it over his 
head, disfiguring his comely face, and letting 
the refuse settle over his shirt so fair and new. 
He flung himself down all huge and hugely 
at full length, and tore his hair with his hands. 
The bondswomen whom Achilles and Patro- 
clus had taken captive .screamed aloud for grief, 
beating their breasts, and with their limbs fail- 
ing them for sorrow. Antilochus bent over him 
the while, weeping and holding both his hands 
as he lay groaning for he feared that he might 
plunge a knife into his own throat. Then 
Achilles gave a loud cry and his mother heard 
him as she was sitting in the depths of the sea 
by theoldmanherfather, whereon she screamed, 
and all the goddes.ses daughters of Ncrciis that 
dwelt at the bottom of the sea, came gathering 
round her. There were Clauce, l halia and 


Cymodoce, Ncs.iia, Speo, Thoe and dark-eyed 
I lalie, Cyrnothoe, Acta;a and Limnorea.Melite, 
la'ra, .^Vmphithoe and Agave, Doto and Proto, 
Pherusa and Dynamene, Dexamcne, Amphin- 
ome and Callianeira, Doris, Panope, and the 
famous sea-nymph (kilatca, Nemertes, Apscu- 
des and Callianassa. There were also Clymene, 
Lmcira and lanassa, Ma?ra, Oreithuia and 
Amathcia of the lovely locks, with other Nere- 
ids who dwell in the depths of the sea. The. 
crystal ca\’e was filled with their multitude and 
they all beat their breasts while Ihetis led 
them in their lament. 

fs^] “Listen,” she cried, “sisters, daughters 
of Nereus, that you may hear the burden of my 
sorrows. Alas, woe is me, woe in that I have 
borne the most glorious of olfspiing. I bore 
him fair and strong, hcio among heroes, and 
he shot up as a sapling; I tended him as a plant 
in a goodly garden, and sent him with his ships 
to Ilius to fight the Trojans, but never shall I 
welcome him back to the house of Peleus. So 
long as he lives to look upon the ligfit of the 
sun he is in heaviness, and though I go to bun 
I cannot help him. Ncverthele.ss 1 will go, that 
I may st‘e my dear son and learn what sorrow 
has befallen him though he is still holding aloof 
from battle.” 

[6^] She left the cave as she spoke, while 
the others followed weeping after, and the 
waves opened a path before them. When thev 
reached the rich plain of Troy, they came up 
out of the sea in a long line on to the sands, at 
the place where the ships of the Myrmidons 
were drawn up in close order round the tents 
of Achilles. 1 1 is mother went upi to him as he 
lay groaning; .she laid her hand ifpin his head 
and spoke piteously, saying, “My son, why are 
you thus weeping? What sorrov\J has now be- 
fallen you? Tell me; hide it not from me. Surely 
Jove has granted you the prayer you made 
him, when you lifted up y()ur hands and be- 
sought him that the Achjeans might all of them 
be pent up at their .ships, and rue it bitterly in 
that you were no longer w'ith them.” 

[ 7^ / Achilles groaned and answered, “Moth- 
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cr, Olympian Jove has indeed vouchsafed me 
the fulfilment of my prayer, but what boots it 
to me, seeing that my dear comrade Patroclus 
has fallen— lie whom I valued more than all 
others, and loved as dearly as my own life? I 
have lost him; aye, and f lector when he had 
killed him stripped him of the wondrous ar- 
mour, so glorious to behold, which the gods 
gave to Pelcus when they laid you in the couch 
of a mortal man. Would that you wcic still 
dwelling among the immortal sca-n^ mphs, and 
that Pclcus had taken to himself some mortal 
bride. For now you shall have grief infinite by 
reason of the death of that son whom you can 
never welcome home- nay, T will not live nor 
go about among mankind unless Hector fall 
by my spear, and thus pay me for having slain 
Patroclus son of Mencjetiiis.” 

[c)4] Thetis wept and answered, ‘Then, my 
son, is your end near at hand— for your own 
death awaits you full soon after that of Hec- 
tor.^’ 

[i^y] Then said Achilles in his great grief, 
‘1 would die her^ ..r. ^ ^nw, in that 1 could not 
sa\’c my comrade. He has fallen far from home, 
and in liis liourof need my hand was not there to 
help him. Wh.it is there for me? Kcrurn to my 
own land I shall not, and I have brought no 
saving neither to Patroclus nor to my other 
comrades of whom so many have been slain 
bv mighty Hector; 1 stay here by my ships a 
bootless burden upon the earth, I, who in fight 
liavc no peer among the Achicans, though in 
council there are bettor than 1 . Therefore, 
perish strife both from among gods and men, 
and anger, wherein even a righteous man will 
harden his heart— which rises up in the soul of 
a man like smoke, and the taste thereof is 
sweeter than drops of honey. Even so has Aga- 
memnon angered me. And yet— so he it, for it is 
over; I will force my soul into subjection as I 
needs must; I will go; 1 will pursue Hector 
wTo has slain him whom 1 loved so dearly, and 
will then abide my doom when it may please 
Jove and the other gods to send it. Even Her- 
cules, the best beloved of Jove— even be could 
pot escape the hand of death, but fate and 
Juno’s fierce anger laid him low, as I too shall 
lie when I am dead if a like doom aw'aits me. 
Till then I will win fame, and will bid Trojan 
and Dardanian women wring tears from their 
tender cheeks with both their hands in the 
grievousness of their great sorrow*; thus shall 
they know that he who has held aloof so long 
will hold aloof no longer. Hold me not hack, 
therefore, in the love you bear me, for you shall 
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not move me.” 

[ izy] ^T\\cn silver-footed Thetis answered, 
“My son, what you have said is true. It is w^ell 
to save your comrades from destruction, but 
your annour is in the hands of the Trojans; 
Hector bears it in triumph upon his owm 
shoulders. Full w^ell I know that his vaunt shall 
not be lasting, for his end is close at hand; go 
not, however, into the press of battle till you 
see me return liither; to-morrow at break of day 
1 shall be here, and will bring you goodly 
armour from King Vulcan.” 

[i ^8] On this she left her brave son, and as 
she turned aw^ay she said to the sea-nyrnphs her 
sisters, “Dive into the bosom of the sea and go 
to the house of the old sea-god my father. Tell 
him everything; as for me, I will go to the 
cunning workman Vulcan on high Olympus, 
and ask him to provide my son with a suit of 
splendid annour.” 

li4S] When she had so said, they dived 
forthwith beneath the waves, w'hile silver- 
footed dlietis went her way that she might 
bring the annour for her son. 

[148] Thus, then, did her feet hear the god- 
dess to Olympus, and meanwhile the Achceans 
were hying wath loud cries before murderous 
Hector till they reached the ships and the 
I lellcspont, and they could not draw' the body 
of Mars’s servant Patroclus out of reach of the 
w’eapons that were showered upon him, for 
Hector son of Priam wdth his host and horse- 
men had again caught up to him like the flame 
of a fier)' furnace; thrice did brave I lector seize 
him by the feet, striving with might and main 
to draw him aw'ay and calling loudly on the 
Trojans, and thrice did the two Ajaxes, clothed 
in valour as with a garment, beat him from olF 
the lx)dy: but all undaunted he would now 
charge into the thick of the fight, and now 
again he would stand still and cr\^ aloud, but he 
would give no ground. As upland shepherds 
that cannot chase some famished lion from a 
carcase, even so could not the tw'o Ajaxes scare 
Hector son of Priam from the body of Patroclus. 

[16^] And now' he would even have dragged 
it off and have w'on imperi.shable glory, had not 
Iris fleet as the w'ind, winged her way as mes- 
senger from Olympus to the son of Peleiis and 
bidden him ann. She came secretly wathout 
the knowledge of Jove and of the other gods, 
for Juno sent her, and when she had got close 
to him she said, “Up, son of Peleus, mightiest 
of all mankind; rescue Patroclus alxiut whom 
this fearful fight is now raging by the ships. 
Men are killing one another, the Danaans in 
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defence of the dead body, while the Trojans 
are trying to hale it away, and take it to windy 
Ilius: Hector is the most furious of them all; 
he is for cutting the head from the body and 
fixing it on the stakes of the wall. Up, then, 
and bide here no longer; shrink from the 
thought that Patroclus may become meat for 
the dogs of Troy. Shame on you, should his 
body suffer any kind of outrage/' 

[i 8 ij And Achilles said, “Iris, which of the 
gods was it that sent you to me?*' 

[ 1 8^] Iris answered, “It was Juno the royal 
spouse of Jove, but the son of Saturn does not 
know of my coming, nor yet does any other of 
the immortals who dwell on the snowy sum- 
mits of Olympus." 

[rSy] Til len fleet Achilles answered her say- 
ing, “How can I go up into the battle? They 
have my armour. My mother forbade me to arm 
till I should see her come, for she promised to 
bring me goodly annour from Vulcan; I know 
no man whose arms I can put on, save only 
the shield of Ajax son of Telamon, and he 
surely must be fighting in the front rank and 
wielding his spear about the body of dead Pat- 
roclus.” 

[196] Iris said, “We know that your armour 
has been taken, but go as you arc; go to the 
deep trench and show yourself before the 'Fro- 
jans, that they may fear you and cease fighting. 
Thus will the fainting sons of the Achaeans 
gain some brief breathing-time, which in battle 
may hardly be.” 

[ 202] Iris left him when she had so spoken. 
But Achilles dear to Jove arose, and Minerva 
flung her tassellcd a:*gis round his strong shoul- 
ders; she crowned his head with a halo of golden 
cloud from which she kindled a glow of gleam- 
ing fire. As the smoke that goes up into heaven 
from some city that is being beleaguered on an 
island far out at sea— all day long do men sally 
from the city and fight their hardest, and at the 
going down of the sun the line of beacon-fires 
blazes forth, flaring high for those that dwell 
near them to behold, if so be that they may 
come with their ships and succour them— even 
so did the light flare from the head of Achilles, 
as he stood by the trench, going beyond the 
wall— but he did not join the Acnaeans for he 
heeded the charge which his mother laid upon 
him. 

[217] There did he stand and shout aloud. 
Minerva also raised her voice from afar, and 
spread terror unspeakable among the Trojans. 
Ringing as the note of a trumpet that sounds 
alarm when the foe is at the gates of a city, even 


so brazen was the voice of the son of .^acus, 
and when the Trojans heard its clarion tones 
they were dismayed; the horses turned back 
witn their chariots for they boded mischief, and 
theirdrivers were awe-struck by the steady flame 
which the grey-eyed goddess had kindled above 
the head of the great son of Peleus. 

[ 229 7 Thrice did Achilles raise his loud cry 
as he stood by the trench, and thrice were the 
Trojans and their brave allies thrown into con- 
fusion; whereon twelve of their noblest cham- 
pions fell beneath the wheels of their chariots 
and perished by their own spears. The Achaj- 
ans to their great joy then drew Patroclus out 
of reach of the weapons, and laid him on a 
litter: his comrades stood mourning round him, 
and among them fleet Achilles who wept bit- 
terly as he saw his true comrade lying dead 
upon his bier. He had sent him out with horses 
and chariots into battle, but his return he was 
not to welcome. 

72397 Then Juno sent the busy sun, loth 
though he was, into the waters of Oceaniis; so 
he set, and the Achseans had rest from the tug 
and turmoil of war. 

72437 Now the Trojans when they had come 
out of the fight, unyoked their horses and 
gathered in assembly before preparing their 
supper. They kept their feet, nor would any 
dare to sit dow'n, for fear had fallen upon tliern 
all because Achilles had shov^ himself after 
having held aloof so long from battle. Poly- 
damas son of Panthous was first to speak, a man 
of judgement, who alone among them could 
look both before and after. He was comrade to 
Hector, and they had been born upon the same 
night; with all sincerity and goodwill, there- 
fore, he addressed them thus: — 

72547 “Look to it well, my friends; I would 
urge you to go back now to your city and not 
wait here by the ships till moniing, for wc are 
far from our walls. So long as this man was at 
enmity with Agamemnon the Acb scans were 
easier to deal with, and I would have gladly 
camped by the ships in the hope of taking them; 
but now I go in great fear of tlijp fleet son of 
Pclcus; he is so daring that he v^^ll never bide 
here on the plain whereon the* Trojans and 
Acha^ans fight with equal valoui, but he will 
try to storm our city and carry oj our women. 
Do then as I say, and let us retreat. For this is 
what will happen. The darkness of night will 
for a time stay the son of Peleus, but if he find 
us here in the morning when he sallies forth in 
full armour, we shall have knowledge of him in 
gooa earnest. Glad indeed will he ^ who can 
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escape and get back to Hius, and many a Tro- 
jan will become meat for dogs and vultures— 
may I never live to hear it. If we do as I say, 
little though we may like it, we shall have 
strength in counsel during the night, and the 
great gates with the doors that close them will 
protect the city. At dawn we can arm and take 
our stand on the walls; he will then rue it if he 
sallies from the ships to fight us. He will go 
back when he has given his horses their fill of 
being driven all whithers under our walls, and 
will be in no mind to try and force his way into 
the city. Neither will he ever sack it, dogs shall 
devour him ere he do so."' 

[284] Hector kx)ked fiercely at him and an- 
swered, 'Tolydamas, your words are not to my 
liking in that you bid us go back and be pent 
within the city. Have you not had enough of 
being cooped up behind walls? In the old days 
the city of Priam was famous the whole world 
over for its wealth of gold and bronze, but our 
treasures arc wasted out of our houses, and 
much goods have been sold away to Phrygia 
and fair Mconia, foi ihc hand of Jove has been 
laid heavily upon us. Now, therefore, that the 
son of scheming Satum has vouchsafed me to 
win gloty here and to hem the Acha‘ans in at 
their ships, prate no more in tliis foofs wise 
among the people. You will have no man with 
you; It shall not be: do all of you as I now say; 
—lake your suppers in your companies through- 
out the host, and keep vour watches and be 
wakeful every man of you. If any 1 rojan is un- 
easy about his possessions, let him gather them 
and give them out among the pef)ple. Better let 
these, rather than the Acha?ans, have them. At 
daybreak we will arm and fight about the ships; 
granted that Acliillcs has again crane forward to 
defend them, let it he as he will, but it shall go 
hard with him. I shall not shun him, but will 
figlu him, to fall or conquer. The god of war 
deals out like measure to all, and the slayer may 
yet be slain." 

['^10] Thus spoke Hector; and the Trojans, 
fools that they were, shouted in api^lause, for 
Pallas MinciA^a had robbed them of their un- 
derstanding. They gave ear to I lector with his 
evil counsel, but the wise W'ords of Polydamas 
no man would heed. They took lltcir supper 
throughout the host, and meanwhile through 
the whole night the Achacans mourned Patro- 
dus, and the son of Pcleus led them in their 
lament. I le laid his murderous hands upon the 
breast of his comrade, groaning again and again 
as a bearded lion when a man who was chasing 
deer has robbed him of his young in some dense 
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forest; when the lion comes back he is furious, 
and searches dingle and dell to track the hunter 
if he can find him, for he is mad with rage- 
even so with many a sigh did Achilles speak 
among the Myrmidons saying, “Alas! vain were 
the words with which I cheered the hero Me- 
noetius in his own house; I said that I would 
bring his brave son back again to Opocis after 
he had sacked Ilius and taken his share of the 
spoils— but Jove does not give all men their 
heart's desire. The same soil shall be reddened 
here at Troy by the blood of us both, for I too 
shall never be welcomed home by the old knight 
Peleus, nor by my mother Thetis, but even in 
this place shall the earth cover me. Neverthe- 
less, O Patroclus, now that I am left behind 
you, I will not bury you, till I have brought 
hither the head and armour of mighty Hector 
who has slain you. Tw^clve noble sons of Tro- 
jans will I behead before your bier to avenge 
you; till I have lione so you shall lie as you are 
by the ships, and fair women of Troy and 
Dardanus, whom we have taken with spear and 
strength of arm when we sacked men s goodly 
cities, shall weep over you both night and day.'* 

^343/ Then Achilles told his men to set a 
large tripod upon the fire that they might wash 
the clotted gore from off Patroclus. Thereon 
they set a tripod full of hath w^ater on to a clear 
fire: they threw sticks on to it to make it blaze, 
and the water became hot as the flame played 
about the bcllv of the tripod. WTien the water 
in the cauldron was boiling they washed the 
liodv, anointed it with oil, and closed itswounds 
with ointment that had been kept nine years. 
Then they laid it on a bier and covered it with 
a linen cloth from head to foot, and over this 
they laid a fair white robe. Thus all night long 
did the Myrmidons gather round Achilles to 
mourn Patroclus. 

T hen Jove said to Juno his sister-wife, 
“So, Queen Juno, you have gained your end, 
and have roused fleet Achilles. One would 
think that the Achaeans were of your own flesh 
and blood." 

[^60] And Juno answered, “Dread son of 
Saturn, why should you say this thing? May 
not a man though he he only mortal and knows 
less than we do, do w'hat he can for another 
jicrson? And shall not 1 — foremost of all god- 
desses both by descent and as wife to you who 
reign in heaven— devise evil for the Trojans if 
I am angry with them?" 

f^6S] Thus did they converse. Meanwhile 
Thetis came to the house of Vulcan, imperish- 
able, star-bespangled, fairest of the abodes in 
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heaven, a house of bronze wrought by the lame 
god’s own hands. She found him busy with his 
bellows, sweating and hard at work, for he was 
making twenty tripods that were to stand by 
the wall of his house, and he set wheels of gold 
under them all that they might go of their own 
selves to the assemblies of the gods, and come 
back again—marvels indeed to see. 'I hcy were 
finished all but the cars of cunning workman- 
ship which yet remained to be fixed to them: 
these he was now fixing, and he was hammer- 
ing at the rivets. While he was thus at work 
silver-footed Thetis came to the house. Charis, 
of graceful head-dress, wife to the far-famed 
lame god, came towards her as soon as she saw 
her, and took her hand in her own, saying, '‘Why 
have you come to our house, Thetis, honoured 
and ever welcome— for you do not visit us often? 
Come inside and let me set refreshment before 
you.’* 

[^S8] The goddess led the way as she spoke, 
and bade Thetis sit on a richly decorated seat 
inlaid with silver; there was a footstool also 
under her feet. Then she called Vulcan and 
said, “Vulcan, come here, Ihctis wants you”; 
and the far-famed lame god answered, ‘T hen it 
is indeed an august and honoured goddess who 
has come here; she it was that took care of me 
when I was sulTering from the heavy fall which 
I had through my cruel mother’s anger— for she 
would have got rid of me because I was lame. It 
would have gone hardly with me had not Eu- 
r)'noinc, daughter of the evcr-cncircling waters 
of Oceanus, and Thetis, taken me to tKeir 
bosom. Nine years did I slay with them, and 
many beautiful works in bronze, brooches, spiral 
armlets, cups, and chains, did I make for them 
in their cave, with the roaring watersof Oceanus 
foaming as they rushed ever past it; and no one 
knew, neither of gods nor men, save onlv "I beds 
and Eurynomc who took care of me. If, then, 
Thetis has come to my house I must make her 
due requital for having saved me; entertain her, 
therefore, with all hospitality, while I put by 
my bellows and all my tools.” 

[410] On this the mighty monster holddcd 
off from his anvil, his thin legs plying lustily 
under him. He set the bellows away from the 
fire, and gathered his tools into a silver chest. 
Then he took a sponge and washed his face and 
hands, his shaggy chest and brawny neck; he 
donned his shirt, grasped his strong staff, and 
limped towards the door. There were golden 
handmaids also who worked for him, and were 
like real young women, with sense and reason, 
voice also and strength, and all the learning of 


the immortals; these busied themselves as the 
king bade them, while he drew near to Thetis, 
seated her upon a gootlly seat, and took her 
hand in his own, saying, “W hy have you come 
to our house, d hetis honoured and ever wel- 
come— for you do not visit us often? Say what 
you want, and 1 will do it for you at once if I 
can, and if it can be done at all.” 

[42SI Thetis wept and answered, “Vulcan, 
is there another goddess in Olympus whom the 
son of Saturn has been pleased to try with so 
much aflliction as he has me? Me alone of the 
marine goddesses did he make subject to a mor- 
tal husband. Peleus son of ./'Eacus, and sorely 
against my will did 1 submit to the embraces of 
one who was but mortal, and who now stays at 
home worn out with age. Neither is this all. 
Heaven vouchsafed me a stin, hero among he- 
roes, and he shot up as a sajffing 1 tended him 
as a plant in a goodly garden and sent him with 
his ships to Ilius to fight the Trojans, hut never 
shall I welcome him back to the house of Peleus. 
So long as he lives to look upon the hght of the 
sun, he is in heaviness, and though I go to him 
I cannot help him; King Agamemnon lias made 
him give up the maiden whom the sons of the 
Achicans had aw.irded him, and he wastes with 
sorrow for her sake. Ehcn the Troians hemmed 
the Aeha'ans in at their ships’ sterns and would 
not let them come forth; the elders, therefore, 
of the Argives besought Addles and olfered 
him great treasure, whereon he refused to bring 
deliverance to them himself, hut put liis own 
armour on Patroclus and sent him into the fight 
with much people after him. All ilay long they 
fought by the Sca?an gates and would have 
taken the city there and then, had not Apollo 
vouchsafed glory to Hector and slain the valiant 
son of Menietius after he had done the Trojans 
mucli evil. 1 herefore I am suppliant at your 
knees if haply you may he pleased to provide 
my son, whose end is near at hand, with helmet 
and shield, with goodly grca\’cs fitted with 
ancle-clasps, and with a breastplate, for he lost 
his own when his true comrade fejl at the hands 
of the Tiojans, and he now liesj stretched on 
earth in the bitterness of his soul.*' 

[462] And Vulcan answered, f “Take heart, 
and be no more disquieted aboi^ this matter; 
w^ould that I could hide him from death's sight 
wdicn his hour is come, so surely as I can find 
him armour that shall amaze the eves of all who 
behold it.” 

[ f,6S] ^Vhen he had so said he left her and 
went to his bellows, turning them towards the 
fire and bidding them do their office. Twenty 
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bellows blew upon the melting-pots, and they 
blew blasts of every kind, some fierce to help 
him when he had need of them, and others less 
strong as Vvilcan willed it in the course of his 
work, f Ic threw tough copper into the fire, and 
tin, with silver and gold; he sot his great anvil 
on its block, and with one hand grasped his 
mighty hammer while he took the tongs in the 
other. 

[ 4yS ] First he .shaped the shield so great and 
strong, adorning it all over and binding it round 
with a gleaming circuit in three layers; and the 
baldric was made of silver, f le made tbe shield 
in five thicknesses, and with many a wonderdid 
his cunning hand enrich it. 

[4^^^] lie wrought the earth, the heavens, 
and the sea; the moon also at her full and the 
untiring sun, with all the signs that glorify the 
face of heaven— the Pleiads, the I lyads, huge 
Orion, and the Pc,ir, which men also call the 
VV^ain and which turns round ever in one place, 
facing Oiion, and alone never dips into the 
stream of Oceanus. 

[490] Me wrou^o' fwo cities, fair to sec 
and Inisy with the hum of men. In the one were 
weddings and wedding-leasts, and they were 
going about the vitv with brides whom they 
were escorting by torchlight from their cham- 
bers. Loud rose the erv of 1 Ivmcn, and the 
youths danced to tlie music of flute and lyre, 
while the v\onien stood eacli at her house door 
to sec them. 

[497] Meanwhile the people were gathered 
in assembly, for there vv.is a cjuarrel, and two 
men were wrangling about the hlood-monev for 
.a man who hacl been killed, the one saying be- 
fore the j'lcoplc that he had paid damages in 
full, and the other that he had not been paid. 
Fach was trying to make his own case good, 
and the pco[)le took sides, each man hacking 
the side that he had taken; hut the heralds kept 
them hack, and the elders sate on their seats of 
stone in a solemn circle, holding the staves 
which the heralds had put into their hands. 
Then they rose and each in his turn gave 
judgement, and there were two talents laid 
down, to he given to him whose judgement 
should be deemed the fairest. 

[^09] About the other city there lay en- 
camped two hosts in gleaming armour, and 
they were divided whether to sack it, or to spare 
it and accept the half of what it contained. But 
the men of the city woyld not yet consent, and 
armed themselves for a surprise; their wives 
and little children kept guard upon the walls, 
and with them were the men who were past 
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fighting through age; but the others salliedforth 
with Mars and Pallas Minerva at their head— 
both of them wrought in gold and clad in golden 
raiment, great and fair with their annour as bc- 
fitting gods, while they that followed were 
smaller. When they reached the place where 
they would lav their ambush, it was on a river- 
bed to which five stock of all kinds would come 
from far and near to water; here, then, they lay 
concealed, clad in full annour. Some way olF 
them there were two scouts who were on tlie 
look-out for the coming of sheep or cattle, 
which presently came, followed by two shep- 
herds who were playing on their pipes, and had 
not so much as a thought of danger. When 
those who were in ambush saw^ this, they cut off 
the flocks and herds and killed the shepherds. 
Meanwhile the besiegers, w'hcn they heard 
much noise among the cattle as they sat in 
council, sprang to their horses, and made with 
all speed tow’arcls them; when they reached 
them they set battle in array by the hanks of the 
river, and the hosts aimed their bronze shod 
spears at one another. With them w’crc Strife 
and Hint, and fell Fate w’ho was dragging three 
men after her, one with a fresh w’ound, and the 
other unwoundetl, while the third was dead, 
and she was dragging him along by his heel: 
and her r(d>c w^as hcdr.ihhled in men s blood. 
They went in and out with one another and 
fought as though they were living people bal- 
ing away one another's dead. 

1541] I Ic wM'ought also a fair falhnv field, 
largo and thrice ploughed alicady. Many men 
were working at the plough within it, turning 
their oxen to anti fro, furrow^ after furrow’. Each 
time that they turned on reaching the head- 
land a man w’onld come up to tht'm and give 
them a cup of W’ine, and ihcv waiuld go hack to 
their furrows looking forward to tlic time when 
they should again reach the headland The part 
that they had ploughed was dark behind them, 
so that the field, though it was of gold, still 
looked as if it were being ploughed- vcr\ curi- 
ous to behold. 

Is so] He w'loiight also a field of harv’cst 
corn, and the reapers were reaping with sharp 
sickles in their hands. Sw'athc after sw^athe fell 
to the ground in a straight line behind them, 
and the hinders hound them in bands of twisted 
straw', dhcrc were three hinders, and behind 
them there ^vere hoys w'ho gatherc^d the cut 
corn in armfuls and kept on bringing them to 
he ]>ound: among them all the owner of the 
land stood by in silence and was glad. I’he serv- 
ants were getting a meal ready under an oak, 
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for they had sacrificed a great ox, and were busy 
cutting him up, while the women were making 
a porridge of much white barley for the la- 
bourers’ dinner. 

[s6i] He wrought also a vineyard, golden 
and fair to see, and the vines were loaded with 
crapes, llie bunches overhead were black, but 
the vines were trained on poles of silver. He 
ran a ditch of dark metal all round it, and 
fenced it with a fence of tin; there was only one 
path to it, and by this the vintagers went when 
they would gather the vintage. Youths and 
maidens all blithe and full of glee, carried the 
luscious fruit in plaited baskets; and with them 
there went a boy who made sweet music with 
his lyre, and sang the Linus-song with his clear 
boyish voice. 

0 737 He wrought also a herd of horned 
cattle. He made the cows of gold and tin, and 
they lowed as they came full speed out of the 
yards to go and feed among the waving reeds 
that grow by the banks of the river. Along with 
the cattle there went four shepherds, all of them 
in gold, and their nine fleet dogs went with 
them. Two terrible lions had fastened on a 
bellowing bull that was with the foremost cows, 
and bellow as he might they haled him, while 
the dogs and men gave chase: the lions tore 
through the hull’s thick hide and u ere gorging 
on his blood and bowels, but the herdsmen were 
afraid to do anything, and only hounded on 
their dogs; the dogs dared not fasten on the 
lions but stood by barking and keeping out of 
harm’s way. 

[s^?] The god wrought also a pasture in a 
fair mountain dell, and a large flock of sheep. 
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with a homestead and huts, and sheltered sheep- 
folds. 

[590] Furthermore he wrought a green, like 
that which Daedalus once made in Cnossus for 
lovely Ariadne. Hereon there danced youths 
and maidens whom all w’oiild woo, w'ith their 
hands on one another’s wrists. The maidens 
wore robes of light linen, and the youths well- 
woven shirts that were slightly oiled. T he girls 
were crowned with garlands, while the young 
men had daggers of gold that hung by silver 
baldrics; sometimes they would dance deftly in 
a ring with merry twinkling feet, as it were a 
|x)tter sitting at his work and making trial of 
his wheel to see whether it will run, and some- 
times they would go all in line with one an- 
other, and much people was gathered joyously 
about the green. There was a bard also to sing 
to them and play his lyre, while two tumblers 
went about performing in the midst of them 
when the man struck up with his tunc. 

[6oy] All round the outermost rim of the 
shield he set the mighty stream of the river 
Oceanus. 

[6o<j] Then when he had fashioned the 
shield so great and strong, he made a breastplate 
also that shone brighter than fire. He made a 
helmet, close fitting to the brow, and richly 
worked, with a golden plume overhanging it; 
and be made greaves also of l>eaten tin. 

[614] Lastly, when the famed lame god had 
made all the annour, he took it S'nd set it before 
the mother of Achilles; whereon she darted like 
a falcon from the snowy summits of Olympus 
and bore away (he gleaming armour from the 
house of Vulcan. 
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N OW when Dawn in robe of saffron was 
hasting from the streams of Oceanus, to 
bring light to mortals and immortals, 
Thetis reached the ships with the armour that 
the god had given her. She found her son fallen 
about the b(xly of Patroclus and weeping bit- 
terly. Many also of his followers were weeping 
round him, but when the goddess came among 
them she clasped his hand in her own, saying, 
“My son, grieve as we may wc must let this 
man lie, for it is by heaven’s will that he has 
fallen; now, therefore, accept from Vulcan this 
rich and goodly annour, which no man has ever 
yet borne upon his shoulders.’^ 

[12] As she spoke she set the armour before 
Achilles, and it rang out bravely as she did so. 
The Mynnklons were staick with awe, and 
none dared look full at it, for they were afraid; 
but Achilles was roused to still greater fury, 
ami his eyes gleamed with a fierce light, for he 
v\ as glad when he handled the splcncfid present 
which the god had made him. 'I hen, as soon as 
he had satisfied himself with looking at it, he 
said to his mother, “Mother, the god has given 
me annour, meet handiwork for an immortal 
and such as no man livingcould have fashioned; 
1 will now arm, but I much fear that Hies will 
settle upon the son of Men(etiu,s and breed 
worms about his wounds, so that his body, now 
he is dead, uill be disfigured and the flesh will 
rot.’’ 

[iS] Silver-footed Thetis answered, *^My 
son, be not discjuicted about this matter. I will 
find means to protect him from the swarms of 
noisome flies that prey on the bodies of men 
who have bt en killed in battle. He may lie for 
a whole year, and his flesh shall still be as 
sound as ever, or even sounder. Call, therefore, 
the Acliacan heroes in assembly; unsay your 
anger against Agamemnon; ann at once, and 
fight with might and main/* 

As she s}X)ke she put strength and courage 
into his heart, and she then dropped ambrosia 
and red nectar into the wounds of Patroclus, 
that his body might suffer no change. 

[40 ] Then Acnilles went out upon the sea- 


shore, and with a loud cry called on the Achaean 
heroes. On this even those who as yet had stayed 
always at the ships, the pilots and helmsmen, 
and even the stewards who were about the 
ships and served out rations, all came to the 
place of assembly because y\chilles had shown 
himself after having held aloof so long from 
fighting. Two sons of Mars, Ulysses and the 
son of Tydeiis, came limping, for their wounds 
still pained them; nevertheless they came, and 
took their seats in the front row of the assembly. 
Last of all came Agamemnon, king of men, he 
too wounded, for Coon son of Antenor had 
struck him with a spear in battle. 

[^4] When the Achicans were got together 
Achilles rose and said, ‘*Son of Atreus, surely it 
would have been better alike for both you and 
me, when we two were in such high anger 
about Briseis, surely it would have been better, 
had Diana’s arrow slain her at the ships on the 
day when 1 took her after having sacked Lyr- 
nessus. For so, many an Achaean the less would 
have bitten dust before the foe in the days of 
my anger. It has been well for f lector and the 
Trojans, but the Aebaeans will long indeed re- 
member our quarrel. Now, however, let it be, 
for it is over. If we have been angr\% necessity 
has schooled our anger. 1 put it from me: I dare 
not nurse it for ever; therefore, bid the Achie- 
ans arm forthwith that I may go out against the 
Trojans, and learn whether they will he in a 
mind to sleep by the ships or no. Glad, I w’cen, 
will he be to rest his knees who may fly my 
spear w hen I waeld it.” 

[74] bus did he speak, and the Achieans 
rejoiced in that he had put away his anger. 

Then Agamemnon spoke, rising in his place, 
and not going into the middle of the as- 
sembly. “Danaan heroes,” said he, “serv ants of 
Mars, it is well to listen when a man stands up 
to speak, and it is not seemly to interrupt him, 
or it will go hard even with a practised speaker. 
Who can either hear or speak in an uproar? 
Even the finest orator will be disconcerted by it. 
I will expound to the son of Peleus, and do you 
other Achaeans heed me and mark inc well. 

37 
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Often have the Achacans spoken to me of this 
matter and upbraided me, but it was not I that 
did it: Jove, and Fate, and Erinys that walks in 
darkness stmek me mad when we w^^re as- 
sembled on the day that I took from Achilles 
the meed that had fecen awarded to him. What 
could Ido? All things are in the hand of heaven, 
and Folly, eldest of Jove’s daughters, shuts 
men s eyes to their destruction. She walks deli- 
cately, not on the solid earth, but hovers over 
the heads of men to make them stumble or to 
ensnare them. 

[os] “Time was when she fooled Jove him- 
self, who they say is greatest whether of gods or 
men; for Juno, woman though she w-as, beguiled 
him on the day when Alcmena was to l)ring 
forth mighty Hercules in the fair city of llicbcs. 
He told it out among the gods saying, ‘1 lear me 
all gods and goddesses, that I may speak even 
as 1 am minded; this day shall an llithuia, 
helper of women w^ho are in labour, bring a man 
child into the world w'ho shall be lord over all 
that dwell about him who are of my blood and 
lineage.’ Then said Juno all crafty and full of 
guile, ‘You wnll play false, and will not hold to 
your word. Swear me, O Olympian, swear me 
a great oath, that he who shall this dav fall be- 
tween the feet of a w'oman, shall be lord over all 
that dw'cll about him who are of your blood 
and lineage.’ 

[112] “Thus she spoke, and Jove suspected 
her not, but swore the great oath, to his much 
ruing thereafter. For Juno darted down from 
the high summit of Olympus, and w'ent in haste 
to Achaean Argos where she knew that the 
noble wife of Sthcnclus son of Perseus then 
W’as. She being with child and in her seventh 
month, Juno brought the child to birth though 
there w^as a month still wanting, but she stayed 
the offspring of Alcmena, and kept back the 
llithuiai. Then she went to tell Jove the son of 
Saturn, and said, ‘Father Jove, lord of the light- 
ning — 1 have a wmrd for your car. There is a fine 
child born this day, Eurystheus, son to Sthene- 
lus the son of Perseus; he is of your lineage; it 
is well, therefore, that he should reign over the 
Argives.’ 

1 1 zsJ “On this Jove was stung to the very 
quick, and in his rage he caught Folly by the 
hair, and sw'ore a great oath that never should 
she again invade starry heaven and Olympus, 
for she was the bane of all. Then he whirled 
her round with a twist of his hand, and Hung 
her down from heaven so that she fell on to 
the fields of mortal men; and he was ever angry 
with her when he saw his son groaning under 
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the cruel labours that Eurystheus laid upon 
him. Even so did I grieve when mighty I lector 
w'as killing the Argives at their ships, and all 
the time I kept thinking of Folly who had so 
baned me. I was blind, and Jove robbed me of 
my reason; I will now make atonement, and 
will add much treasure by way of amends. Cio, 
therefore, into battle, you and your people wath 
you. 1 will give you alJ that Lllysses olTered you 
yesterday in your tents: or if it so please you, 
wait, though you would fain fight at once, and 
my squires shall bring the gifts from my ship, 
that you may see whether what 1 give you is 
enough.” 

[14s] And Achilles answered, “Son of 
Atreus, king of men Agamemnon, you can give 
such gifts as you think proper, or you can with- 
hold them: it is in your own hands. Let us now 
set battle in array; it is not well to tarry talking 
about trifles, for there is a deed which is as yet 
to do. .Achilles shall again be seen fighting 
among the foremost, and laying low the ranks 
of the I roians: bear this in mind each (me of 
ymu when he is fighting.” 

[1^4] I hen Ulysses said, “Achilles, godlike 
and brave, send not the Achxans thus against 
Ilius to light the Trojans fasting, for the battle 
will be no brief one, when it is once begun, and 
heaven has filled both sides with fuiy, bid them 
first take food both bread and wine by the ships, 
for in this there is strength and stay. No man 
can do battle the livelong day tcTthe going down 
of the sun if he is without food; however much 
he may want to fight his strength will fail him 
before he knows it; hunger and thirst will find 
him out, and his limbs will grow wear)^ under 
him. But a man can fight all day if he is full fed 
with meat and wine; his heart beats high, and 
his strength will stay till he has routed all his 
foes; therefore, send the people away and bid 
them prepare their meal; King Agamemnon will 
bring out the gifts in presence of the assembly, 
that all may see them and you may be satisfied. 
Moreover let him swear an oath before the Ar- 
gives that he has never gone up into the couch 
of Briseis, nor liccn with her after the manner 
of men and women; and do you, t 0 o, show your- 
self of a gracious mind; let Aganiemnon enter- 
tain you in his tents with a feasc of reconcilia- 
tion, that so you may have had^your dues in 
full. As for you, son of Atreus, tre^t people more 
righteously in future; it is no disgrace even to a 
king that he should make amends if he was 
wrong in the first instance.” 

[184] And King Agamemnon answered, 
“Son of Laertes, your words please me well, for 
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throughout you have spoken wisely. I will 
swear as you would have me do; I do so of my 
own free will, neither shall I take the name of 
heaven in vain. Let, then, Achilles wait, though 
he would fain fight at once, and do you others 
wait also, till the gifts come from my tent and 
we ratify the oath w^ith sacrifice. ITuis, then, do 
I charge you: take some noble young Achieans 
with you, and bring from my tents the gifts that 
I promised yesterday to Achilles, and bring the 
women also; furthermore let Talthybius find 
me a boar from those that are with the host, and 
make it ready for sacrifice to Jove and to the 
sun.” 

[19S] Then said Achilles, “Son of Atreus, 
king of men Agamemnon, see to these matters 
at some other season, when there is breathing 
rime and when 1 am calmer. Would you have 
men eat while the bodies of those whom 1 lector 
son of Priam slew are still lying mangled upon 
the plaint Let the sons of the Achteans, say I, 
fight fasting and without food, till we have 
avenged them; afterwards at the going dowm of 
the sun let them eat d fill. As for me. Patro- 
cliis is lying dead in my tent, all hacked and 
hewn, w/ith his feet to the door, and his com- 
rades are mourning round him. Therefore I can 
take thought of nothing save only slaughter and 
blof)d and the rattle in the throat of tlie dying.” 

[115] Lllysses answered, “Achilles, son of 
Pclcus, mightiest of all the Achieans, in battle 
vou are better than I, and that more than a little, 
hut in counsel I am much before you, for I am 
older and of greater knowledge, t herefore be 
patient under my words. Fighting is a thing of 
which men soon surfeit, and when Jove, who is 
war’s steward, weighs the upshot, it may well 
prove that the straws which our sickles have 
reaped is far heavier than the grain. It may not 
be that the Achacans should mourn the dead 
with their I)ellics; day by day men fall thick and 
threefold continually; when should we have 
respite from our sorrow? Let us mourn our dead 
for a day and buiy^ them out of sight and mind, 
but let those of us who are left eat and drink 
that wc may arm and fight our foes more 
fiercely. In that hour let no man hold back, 
waiting for a second summons; such summons 
shall bode ill for him who is found lagging be- 
hind at our ships; let us rather sally as one man 
and loose the fury of war upm the Trojans.” 

[238/ When he had thus spoken lie took 
with him the sons of N^^stor, with Meges son 
of Phyleus, Thoas, Mcriones, Lycomedes son 
of Creontes, and Mclanippus, and went to the 
tent of Agamemnon son of Atreus. Tlic word 


was not sooner said than the deed was done: 
they brought out the seven tripods which Aga- 
memnon had promised, with tlic twenty metal 
cauldrons and the twelve horses; they also 
brought the w^omen skilled in useful arts, seven 
in number, with Briscis, w^hich made eight. 
Ulysses weighed out the ten talents of gold and 
then led the w^ay hack, while the young Achae- 
ans brought the rest of the gifts, and laid them 
in the middle of the assembly. 

[24(j] Agamemnon then rose, and Talthy- 
bius w'hose voice was like that of a god came up 
to birn w ith the boar. The son of Atreus drew 
the knife which he wore by the scabbard of his 
mighty sword, and began by cutting oif some 
bristles from the boar, lifting up his hands in 
prayer as be did so. The other AcheXans sat 
where they were all silent and orderly to hear 
the king, and Agamemnon looked into the 
vault of heaven and prayed saying, “I call Jove 
the first and mightiest of all gods to w^itness, I 
call also Earth and Sun and the Erinyes who 
dwell below and take vengeance on him who 
shall swear falsely, that I have laid no hand 
upon the girl Briscis, neither to take her to my 
bed nor otherwise, but that she has remained in 
my tcntsinviolatc. If 1 swearfalscly may heaven 
visit me with all the penalties w'hich it metes 
out to those who perjure themselves.” 

[266] He cut the boars throat as he spoke, 
whereon Talthybius whirled it round his head, 
and flung it into the wide sea to feed the fishes. 
Then Achilles also rose and said to the Argives, 
“Father Jove, of a truth you blind men’s eyes 
and bane them. The son of Atreus had not else 
stirred me to so fierce an anger, nor so stub- 
bornly taken Briseis from me against my will. 
Surely Jove must have counselled the destruc- 
tion of many an Argive. Go, now", and take your 
food that w'c may begin fighting.” 

[ 276 ] On this he broke up the asscnihly, and 
every man went back to his oAvn ship. The Myr- 
midons attended to the presents and took them 
away to the ship of Achilles. They placed them 
in his tents, w'hile the stable men drove the 
horses in among the others. 

[282] Briseis, fair as Venus, when she Siuv 
the mangled body of Patroclus, flung herself 
upon it and cried aloud, tearing her breast, her 
neck, and her lovely face wnth both her hands. 
Beautiful as a goddess she w’ept and said, “Pat- 
roclus, dearest friend, w^hen I wont hence 1 left 
you living; I return, O prince, to find you dead; 
thus do fresh sorrows multiply upon me one 
after the other. I saw him to whom my father 
and mother married me, cut down before our 
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city, and my three own dear brothers perished 
with him on the self-same day; but you, Patro- 
clus, even when Achilles slew my husband and 
sacked the city of noble Mynes, told me that I 
was not to weep, for you said you would make 
Achilles marry me, and take me back with him 
to Phthia, where we should have a wedding 
feast among the Myrmidons. You were always 
kind to me and I shall never cease to grieve for 
you.'' 

/30 17 She w'ept as she spoke, and the women 
joined in her lament— making as though their 
tears were for Patroclus, but in truth each was 
w'ceping for her own sorrows. The elders of the 
Achfleans gathered round Achilles and prayed 
him to take food, but he groaned and would not 
do so. '‘I pray you,” said he, '‘if any comrade 
will hear me, bid me neither eat nor drink, for I 
am in great heaviness, and will stay fasting even 
to the going down of the sun.” 

/3097 tbis he sent the other princes away, 
save only the two sons of Atreus and Ulysses, 
Nestor, Idomeneus, and the old knight Phoenix, 
who stayed behind and tried to comfort him in 
the bitterness of his sorrow: but he would not 
be comforted till he should have flung himself 
into the jaws of battle, and he fetched sigh on 
sigh, thinking ever of Patroclus. Then he said— 

[3^5] lapless and dearest comrade, you it 
w^as who would get a go<xl dinner ready for me 
at once and without delay when the Achseahs 
were hasting to fight the Trojans; now, there- 
fore, though I have meat and drink in my tents, 
yet will I fast for sorrow. Grief greater than this 
I could not know, not even though 1 were to 
hear of the death of my father, who is now in 
Phthia w'eeping for the loss of me his s(m, who 
am here fighting the Trojans in a strange land 
for the accursed sake of I lelen, nor yet though I 
should hear that my son is no more— he who is 
being brought up in Scyros— if indeed Neop- 
tolemus is still living. I’ill now I made sure that 
I alone was to fall here at Troy away from Ar- 
gos, while you were to return to Phthia, bring 
back my son with you in yotir own ship, and 
show him all my property, my bondsmen, and 
the greatness of my house— for Peleus must 
surely be either dead, or what little life remains 
to him is oppressed alike with the infinnities of 
age and ever present fear lest he should hear the 
sad tidings of my death.” 

[337] He wept as he spoke, and the elders 
sighed in concert as each thought on what he 
had left at home behind him. The son of Sciturn 
looked down with pity upon them, and said 
presently to Minerva, “My child, you have 
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S uite deserted your hero; is he then gone so 
ean out of your recollection'? ITiere he sits by 
the ships all desolate for the loss of bis dear 
comrade, and though the others are gone to 
their dinner he will neither eat nor drink. Go 
then and drop nectar and ambrosia into his 
breast, that he may know no hunger.” 

[349] With these words he urged Minerva, 
who was already of the same mind. She darted 
down from heaven into the air like some falcon 
sailing on his broad wings and screaming. Mean- 
while the Achaeans were arming throughout 
the host, and when Minerva had dropped nec- 
tar and ambrosia into Achilles so that no cruel 
hunger should cause his limbs to fail him, she 
went back to the house of her mighty father. 
Thick as the chill snow-flakes shed frojii the 
hand of Jove and borne on the keen blasts of 
the north wind, even so thick did the gleaming 
helmets, the bossed shields, the strongly plated 
breastplates, and the ashen spears stream from 
the ships. The sheen pierced tlie sky, the whole 
land was radiant with their flashing armour, 
and the sound of the tramp of their treading 
rose from under their feet. In the midst of them 
all Achilles put on his armour; he gnashed his 
teeth, his eyes gleamed like fire, for his grief 
was greater than he could bear. Thus, then, full 
of fury against the Trojans, did he don the gift 
of the god, the armour that Vulcan had made 
him. 

[3^9] Pirst he put on the goodlv greaves 
fitted with ancle-clasps, and next he did on the 
breastplate about his chest. I le slung the silver- 
studded sword of bronze about his shoulders, 
and then took up tlic shield so great and strong 
that shone afar with a splendour as of the moon. 
As the light seen by sailors from out at sea, when 
men have lit a fire in their homestead high up 
among the mountains, but the sailors are car- 
ried out to sea by wind and storm far from the 
haven where they would be— even so did the 
gleam of Achilles' wondrous shield strike up 
into the heavens, fie lifted the redoubtable hel- 
met, and set it upon his head, from whence it 
shone like a star, and the goldemplumes which 
Vulcan had set thick about the ridge of the hel- 
met, waved all around it. ThcniAchillcs made 
trial of himself in his armour tofsee whether it 
fitted him, so that his limbs coild play freely 
under it, and it seemed to biiby him up as 
tliough it had been wings. 

7387] He also drew his father's spear out of 
th« spear-stand, a spear so great and heavy and 
strong that none of the Achreans save only 
Achill les had strength to wield it; this was the 
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spear of Pelian ash from the topmost ridges of 
Mt. Pelion, which Chiron had once given to 
Peleus, fraught with the death of heroes. Au- 
tomedon and Alcimus busied themselves with 
the harnessing of his horses; they made the 
bands fast about them, and put the bit in their 
mouths, drawing the reins back towards the 
chariot. Automedon, whip in hand, sprang up 
behind the horses, and after him Achilles 
mounted in full armour, resplendent as the sun- 
god Hyperion, Then with a loud voice he chided 
with his father's horses saying, "Xanthus and 
Balius, famed offspring of Podarge— this time 
when we have done fighting be sure and bring 
your driver safely back to the host of the Achae- 
ans, and do not leave him dead on the plain as 
you did Pa trod us.” 

[ 404 ] ITicn fleet Xanthus answered from 
under the yoke— for white-armed Juno had en- 
dowed him with human speech— and he bowed 
his head till his mane touched the ground as 
it hung dowm from under the yoke-band. 


“Dread Achilles,” said he, “we will indeed save 
you now, but the day of your death is near, and 
the blame will not be ours, for it will be heaven 
and stern fate that will destroy you. Neither 
was it through any sloth or slackness on our 
part that the Trojans stripped Patroclus of his 
armour; it was the mighty god whom lovely 
Leto bore that slew him as he fought among the 
foremost, and vouchsafed a triumph to Hector. 
We two can ffy as swiftly as Zephyrus who they 
say is fleetest of all winds; nevertheless it is your 
doom to fall by the hand of a man and of a god.” 

[ 41 ^] When he had thus said the Erinyes 
stayed his speech, and Achilles answered him 
in great sadness, saying, “Why, O Xanthus, do 
you thus foretell my death? You need not do so, 
for I well know that I am to fall here, far from 
my dear father and mother; none the more, 
however, shall I stay my hand till I have given 
the Trojans their fill of fighting.” 

[ 414 ] So sayirfg, with a loud erj^ he drove 
his horses to the front. 
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T HUS, then, did the Acha\ins ami hy 
their ships round you, O son of Peleus, 
who were hungering for battle; while the 
Trojans over against them amied upon the rise 
of the plain. 

[4] Meanwhile Jove from the top of many- 
delled OlMiipus, bade Themis gather the gods 
in council, whereon she went about and called 
them to the house of Jove. There was not a river 
absent except Oceanus, nor a single one of the 
nymphs that haunt fair groves, or springs of 
rivers and meadows of green grass. When they 
reached the house of cloud-compelling Jove, 
they took their seats in the arcades of polished 
marble which Vulcan with his consummate 
skill had made for father Jove. 

/ 13] In such wise, therefore, did they gather 
in the house of Jove. Neptune also, lord of the 
earthquake, obeyed the call of the goddess, and 
came up out of the sea to join them. There, sit- 
ting in the midst of them, he asked what Jove^s 
purpose might be. ^‘V\Tiy,” said he, '*wielder of 
the lightning, have you called the gods in coyn- 
cilr Are you considering some matter that con- 
cerns the Trojans and yVclneans—for the blaze 
of battle is on the point of being kindled be- 
tween them?" 

[19] And Jove answered, "You know my 
purpose, shaker of earth, and wherefore I have 
called you hither. I take thought for them even 
in their destruction. For my own part I shall 
stay here seated on Mt. Olympus and look on 
in peace, but do you others go about among 
Trojans and Achaeans, and help either side as 
you may be severally disposed. If Achilles lights 
the Trojans without hindrance they will make 
no stand against him; they have ever trembled 
at the sight of him, and now that he is roused 
to such iury about his comrade, he will override 
fate itself and storm their city." 

i ] Thus spoke Jove and gave the w'ord for 
war, whereon the gods took their several sides 
and went into battle. Juno, Pallas Minerva, 
carth-cncircling Neptune, Mercury' bringer of 
good luck and excellent in all cunning— -all 
these joined the host that came from the ships; 


with them also came Vulcan in all his gloi*}', 
limping, but yet with his thin legs plying lust- 
ily under him. Mars of gleaming helmet joined 
the Trojans, and with him Apollo of locks un- 
shorn, and the archer goddess Diana, Leto, 
Xanthus, and laughter loving Venus. 

[41] So long as the gods held themselves 
aloof from mortal warriors the Aeha?ans were 
triumphant, for Achilles who had long refused 
to fight was now with them. There was not a 
Tiojan but his limbs failed him for fear as he 
beheld the fleet son of Peleus all glorious in his 
armour, and looking like Mars himself. When, 
however, the Olympians cami' to take their part 
among men, forthwith uprose stiong Strife, 
reuser of hosts, and Minerv^a raised her loud 
voice, now standing by the deep trench that ran 
outside the wall, and now shouting with all 
her might upon the slaire of th(‘ sounding sim. 
Mars also bellowed out upon the other side, 
dark as some black thuncler-Gloud, and called 
on the lYojans at the top of his voice, now 1 rom 
the acropolis, and now speeding up the side of 
the river Simois till he came to the hill Callico- 
lone. 

[^4] Ihus did the gods spur on both hosts 
to fight, and rouse fierce contention also among 
themselves. The sire of gods and men thun- 
dered from heaven above, while from beneath 
Neptune shook the vast earth, and bade the 
high hills tremble. The spurs and crests of 
inany-lountaincd Ida quaked, as also the city of 
the Trojans and the ships of the Acha?ans. 
Hades, king of the realms below, was struck 
with lear; he sprang panic stricken from his 
throne and cried aloud in terror lest Neptune, 
lord of the earthquake, should cr^ck the ground 
over his head, and lay hare hist mouldy man- 
sions to the sight of mortals an^ immortals— 
mansions so ghastly grim that ifcvcn the gods 
shudder to think of them. Such was the uproar 
as the gods came together in battle. Apollo with 
his arrows itxik his stand to face King Neptune, 
while Minerva took hers against the god of war; 
the archcr-goddess Diana with her golden ar- 
rows^ sister of far-darting Apollo, stood to face 
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Juno; Mercury the lusty bringcr of gwcl luck 
faced Lcto, while the mighty eddying river 
whom men call Scamander, but gods Xanthus, 
matched himself against Vulcan. 

/yjJ I’he gods, then, were thus ranged 
against one another. But the heart of Achilles 
was set on meeting Hector son of Priam, for it 
was v\ath his blood that he longed above all 
things else to glut the stubborn mrd of battle. 
Meanwhile Apollo set /lineas on to attack the 
son of Pcleus, and put courage into liis heart, 
speaking with the voice of Lycaon son of Priam, 
In his likeness, therefore, he said to yEneas, 
“yEneas, counsellor of the Trojans, where are 
now the brave words with which you vaunted 
over your wine before the Trojan princes, say- 
ing that you would fight Achilles son of Peleus 
in single combat? ” 

[H6j And /Eneas answered, '‘Why do you 
thus bid me liglu tlie pmud son of Peleus, when 
I am in no mind to do so? Were I to face him 
now, it would not be for the first time, llis 
spear has already put me to flight from Ida, 
when he attacke<^ • ■ f'.utlc and sacked Lyr- 

nessus and Pedasus; Jove indeed saved me in 
that he vouchsafed me strength to Hy, else had 
I fallen by the hands of Achilles and Minerva, 
who went ])cfore him to protect Inni and urged 
him to fall upon the Lcleg^e and Trojans. No 
man may fight Achilles, for one of the gods is 
always with him as Ins guardian angel, and 
even were it not so, his weapon flics ever 
straight, and lads not to pierce the flesh of him 
who is against him; if heaven would let me 
fight liim on even terms he should not soon 
overcome me, though he boasts that he is made 
of hron/x’.'' 

/103/ Then said King Apollo, son to Jove, 
"Nay, hero, pray to the ever-living gods, for 
men say that you wen* born of Jove’s daughter 
Venus, whereas Achilles is son to a goddess of 
inferior rank. Venus is child to Jove, w’liile 
Thetis is but daughter to the old man of the sea. 
Bring, therefore, your spear to bear upon him, 
and let him not sc'are you with his taunts and 
menaces.” 

. / j 1 0/ As he spoke he put courage into the 
heart of the shepherd of his people, and he 
strode in full armour among the ranks of the 
foremost fighters. Nor did the son of Anchises 
escape the notice of white-armed Juno, as he 
went forth into the throng to meet Achilles. 
She called the gods about her, and said, ‘‘Look 
to it, you two, Neptune and Minerva, and con- 
sider how this shall be; Phoebus Ajxillo has been 
sending /Eneas clad in full armour to fight 


Achilles. Shall we turn him back at once, or 
shall one of us stand by Achilles and endow 
him with strength so that his heart fail not, and 
he may learn that the chiefs of the immortals 
are on his side, while the others who have all 
along been defending the Trojans are but vain 
helpers? Let us all come d(iwn from Olympus 
and join in the fight, that this day he may take 
no hurt at the hands of the Trojans. I lere.ifter 
let him sufler whatever fate mav have spun 
out for him when he was begotten and his 
mother bore him. If vXchilles he not thus assured 
by the voice of a god, he may come to fear pres- 
ently when one of us meets him in battle, for 
the gods arc terrible if they are seen face to 
face.” 

[1^1] Neptune lord of the earthquake an- 
swered her saying, "Juno, restrain your fury; it 
is not wt‘ 11 , I am not in favour of forcing the 
other gods to fight us, for the advantage is too 
greatly on our own side; let us take our places 
on some hill out of the beaten track, and let 
mortals fight it out among themselves. If Mais 
or Pheebus Apollo begin fighting, or keep Achil- 
les m clieek so that he cannot fight, we, too, 
wdll at once raise the cr)^ of battle, and in that 
case they will soon leave the field and go back 
vanquished to Olympus among the other gods." 

[144] With these words the dark-haired god 
led the way to the high earth-barrow of 1 ler- 
culcs, built round solid masonry, and made by 
the Trojans and Pallas Minciva for him to fly 
to when the sea monster was chasing him from 
the shore on to the plain. I lerc Neptune and 
those that were with him look their seats, 
wrapped in a thick cloud of darkness; hut the 
other gods seated themselves on the brow of 
Callicolonc round you, O Phoebus, and Mars 
the waster of cities. 

[ i 53] Thus did the gods sit apart and form 
their plans, but neither side was willing to be- 
gin battle with the other, and Jove from his 
seat on high was in command over them all. 
Meanwhile the whole plain was alive with men 
and horses, and blazing with the gleam of ar- 
mour. The earth rang again under the tramp of 
their feet as they mshed towards each other, 
and tw’O champions, by far the foremost of them 
all, met between the hosts to fight— to wit, 
/Eneas son of Anchises, and noble Achilles. 

[161] yEncas was first to stride lorwaul in 
attack, his doughty helmet tossing defiance as 
he came on. He held his strong shield before his 
breast, and brandished his bronze spear. 1 he 
son of Peleus from the other side sprang forth 
to meet him, like some fierce lion that the w’hole 
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countiy-side has met to hunt and lull— -at first 
he bodes no ill, but when some daring youth 
has struck him with a spear, he crouches open- 
mouthed, his jaw^s foam, he roars with fury, he 
lashes his tail from side to side about his ribs 
and loins, and glares as he springs straight be- 
fore him, to find out whether he is to slay, or be 
slain among the foremost of his foes—even with 
such furj" did Achilles burn to spring upon 
-/^ncas. 

[176] When they w^cre now close up with 
one another Achilles was first to speak, “vilneas,'' 
said he, ^‘why do you stand thus out before the 
host to fight me? Is it that you hope to reign 
over the Trojans in the sear of Priam? Nay, 
though you kill me Priam will not hand his 
kingdom over to you. He is a man of sound 
judgement, and he has sons of his own. Or have 
the Trojans been allotting yrni a demesne of 
passing richness, fair with orchard lawns and 
com lands, if you should slay me? This you 
shall hardly do. I have discomfited you once 
already. Have you forgotten how when you 
were alone I chased you from your herds helter- 
skelter down the slopes of Ida? You did not 
turn round to look behind you; you t(X)k refuge 
in Lymossus, but I attacked the city, and with 
the help of Minerva and father Jove I sacked it 
and carried its women into captivity, though 
Jove and the other gods rescued you. You think 
they will protect you now, but they will not do 
so; therefore I say go back into the host, and do 
not face me, or you will rue it. Even a fool may 
be wise after the event.’' 

[igg] "ITien .Tineas answ^ered, “Son of Pe- 
leus, think not that your words can scare me as 
though I were a child. I too, if I will, can brag 
and talk unseemly . We know one another s race 
and parentage as matters of common fame, 
though neither have you ever seen my parents 
nor I yours. Men say that you are son to noble 
Peleus, and that your mother is Tlietis, fair- 
haired daughter of the sea. I have noble An- 
chises for my father, and Venus for my mother; 
the parents of one or other of us shall this day 
mourn a son, for it will be more than silly talk 
that shall part us when the fight is oven Learn, 
then, my lineage if you will— and it is known to 
many. 

[215] “In the beginning Dardanus was the 
son of Jove, and founded Dardania, for llius 
was not yet stablished on the plain for men to 
dwell in, and her people still abode on the 
spurs of many fountained Ida. Dardanus had a 
son, king Eriebthonius, who was wealthiest of 
all men living; he had three thousand mares 
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that fed by the water-meadows, they and their 
foals with them. Boreas was enamoured of 
them as they were feeding, and covered them 
in the .semblance of a dark -maned stallion. 
Twelve filly foals did they conceive and bear 
him, and these, as they sped over the rich plain, 
would go bounding on over the ripe cars of com 
and not break them; or again when they would 
disport themselves on the broad back of Ocean 
they could gallop on the crest of a breaker. 
Eriebthonius begat Tros, king of the Trojans, 
and Tros had three noble sons, Ilus, Assaracus, 
and Ganymede who was comcliest of mortal 
men; wherefore the gods carried him off to be 
Jove’s cupbearer, for his beauty’s sake, that he 
might dwell among the immortals. Ilus begat 
Laomedon, and Laomedon begat Tithonus, 
Priam, Larnpus, Clytius, and Hjketaon of the 
stock of Mars. But Assaracus was father to 
Capys, and Capys to Anchiscs, who was my 
father, while Hector is son to Priam. 

[241 ] “Such do I declare my blood and line- 
age, but as for valour. Jove gives it or takes it as 
he will, for he is lord of all. And now let there 
be no more of this prating in mid-battle as 
though we were children. We could fling taunts 
without end at one another; a hundred-oared 
galley would not hold them. 'I’he tongue can 
run all whithers and talk all wise; it can go here 
and there, and as a man says, so shall he be 
gainsaid. What is the use of our bandying liard 
words, like w'Oincn who when they fall foul of 
one another go out and wrangle in the streets, 
one half true and the other lies, as rage inspires 
them? No words of yours shall turn me now 
that I am fain to fight— therefore let us make 
trial of one another with our spears.” 

[ 2597 As he spoke he drove his spear at the 
great and terrible shield of Achilles, which rang 
out as the point struck it. The son of Ptdeus 
held the shield before him with his strong hand, 
and he was afraid, for he deemed that /Eneas’s 
spear would go through it quite easily, not re- 
flecting that the god’s glorious gifts were little 
likely to yield before the blows qf mortal men; 
and indeed /Eneas’s spear did pot pierce the 
shield, for the layer of gold, gijft of the god, 
stayed the point. It went throufeh tw^o layers, 
but the god had made the shieldlin five, two of 
bronze, the two innermost ones ^f tin, and one 
of gold; it was in this that the sptar was stayed. 

[ 273 J Achilles in his turn threw, and struck 
the round shield of .^neas at the very edge, 
where the bronze was thinnest; the spear of 
Pelian ash went clean through, and the shield 
rang under the blow; /Eneas was afraid, and 
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crouched backwards, holding the shield away 
IFrom him; the spear, however, flew over his 
back, and stuck quivering in the ground, after 
having gone through both circles of the shelter- 
ing shield, i^neas though he had avoided the 
spear, stood still, blinded with fear and grief 
because the weapon had gone so near him; 
then Achilles sprang furiously upon him, with 
a cry as of death and with liis keen blade 
drawn, and ^Eneas seized a great stone, so huge 
that two men, as men now are, would be unable 
to lift it, but /Eneas wielded it quite easily. 

[z88] ^neas would then have struck Achil- 
les as he was springing towards him, cither on 
the helmet, or on the shield that covered him, 
and Achilles would have closed with him and 
despatched him with his sword, had not Nep- 
tune lord of the earthquake been quick to 
mark, and said forthwith to the immortals, “Alas, 

I am sorry for great /Eneas, who will now' go 
down to the house of Hades, vanejuished by 
the son of Peleus. Fool that he was to give ear 
to the counsel of Apollo. Apollo will never save 
him from dcstrucrioji. Why should this man 
suffer when he is guiltless, to no puipose, and 
in another’s quarrel? Has he not at all times 
oll’ered acceptable sacrifice to the gods that 
dwell in heaven? Let ns then snatch him from 
death’s jaw'S, lest the son of Saturn be angry 
should Achilles slay him. It is fated, moreover, 
that he should escape, and that the race of 
Dardanus, w'hom Jove loved above all the sons 
born to him of mortal women, shall not perish 
utterly without seed or sign. For now indeed 
has Jove hated the blood of Priam, while /Eneas 
shall reign over the I’rojans, he aiid his chil- 
dren’s children that shall be born hereafter,” 
[309] I’hcn answered Juno, “Earth-shaker, 
look to this matter yourself, and consider con- 
cerning /Eneas, whether you will save him, or 
suffer him, brave though he he, to fall by the 
hand of Achilles son of Peleus. For of a tmth 
we two, I and Pallas Minerva, have sworn full 
many a time before all the immortals, that 
never would we shield Trojans from destruc- 
tion, not even when all Troy is burning in the 
flames that the Achaeans shall kindle.” 

[3 1 8 J When carth-cncircling N eptiine heard 
this he went into the battle amid the clash of 
spears, and came to the place where Achilles 
and /Eneas were. Forthwith he shed a darkness 
before the eyes of the son of Peleus, drew the 
bronze-headed ashen spear from the shield of 
/^neas, and laid it at the feet of Achilles. I'hen 
he lifted vEneas on high from off the earth and 
hurried him away. Over the heads of many a 


band of warriors both horse and foot did he soar 
as the god’s hand sped him, till he came to the 
very fringe of the battle where the Cauconians 
were anning themselves for fight. Neptune, 
shaker of the earth, then came near to him and 
said, “/Eneas, what god has egged you on to 
this folly in lighting the son of Peleus, who is 
both a mightier man of valour and more be- 
loved of heaven than you are? Give way before 
him w^iensoever you meet him, lest you go 
dow'n to the house of Hades even though fate 
would have it otherwise. When Achilles is 
dead you may then fight among the foremost 
undaunted, for none other of the Achaeans 
shall slay you,” 

[340] 1 he god left him when he had given 
him these instructions, and at once removed 
the darkness from before the eyes of Achilles, 
wTo opened them wide indeed and Siucl in great 
anger, “Alas! what marvel am I now beholding? 
Here is my spcarTipon the ground, but I see 
not him whom I meant to kill when I hurled it. 
Of a truth /Eneas also must be under heaven’s 
protection, although I had thought his lK>ast- 
ing was idle. Let him go hang; he will be in 
no mood to fight me further, seeing how nar- 
rowly he has missed being killed. I will now 
give my orders to the Danaans and attack some 
other of the Trojans.” 

[353] sprang forward along the line and 
cheered his men on as lie did so. “Let not the 
Trojans,” he cried, “keep you at arm’s length, 
Achscans, but go for them and fight them man 
for man. I lowcver valiant I may be, 1 cannot 
give chase to so many and fight all of tlioin. 
Even Mars, w^ho is an immortal, or Minerva, 
would shrink from flinging himself into the 
jaws of such a fight and laying about him; 
nevertheless, so far as in me lies I will show no 
slackness of hand or foot nor want of endur- 
ance, not even for a moment; I will utterly 
break their ranks, and w'oe to the Trojan who 
shall venture within reach of my spear.” 

[364] Thus did he exhort them. Meanwhile 
Hector called upon the Trojans and declared 
that he would fight Achilles. “Be not afraid, 
proud Trojans,” said he, “to face the son of 
Peleus; I could fight gods myself if the battle 
were one of words only, but they would be 
more than a match for me, if we had to use 
OUT spears. Even so the deed of iKchilles will 
fall somewhat short of his word; he will do in 
part, and the other part he will clip short. I 
will go up against him though his hands be as 
fire -though his hands be fire and his strength 
iron." 
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^3747 Thus urged the Trojans lifted up 
their spears against the Aclueans, and raised 
the cry of battle as they flung themselves into 
the midst of their ranks. But Phoebus Apollo 
came up to Hector and said, ‘‘fleeter, on no 
account must you challenge Achilles to single 
combat; keep a lookout for him while you are 
under cover of the others and away from the 
thick of the fight, otherwise he will either hit 
you wath a spear or cut you down at close 
quarters.” 

73797 Thus he spoke, and Hector drew back 
within the crowd, for he was afraid when he 
heard what the god had said to him. Achilles 
then sprang upon the Trojans with a terrible 
cry, clothed in valour as with a garment. First 
he killed Iphition son of Otryntcus, a leader of 
much people whom a naiad nymph had lx>rne 
to Otrynteus waster of cities, in the land of 
Hyd^ under the snoww heights of Mt. Tmolus, 
Achilles struck him full on the head as he was 
coming on towards him, and split it clean in 
two; whereon he fell heavily to the ground and 
Achilles vaunted over him saying, “You lie 
low, son of Otrynteus, mighty hero; your death 
is here, but your lineage is on the Gygaean lake 
where your father s estate lies, by Hyllus, rich 
in fish, and the eddying w'aters of Hemuis,” 

73937 Thus did he vaunt, but darkness 
closed the eyes of the other. The chariots of 
the Achacans cut him up as their wheels passed 
over him in the front of the battle, and after 
him Achilles killed Demoleon, a valiant man 
of war and son to AntenOr. He struck him on 
the temple through his bronze-cheeked helmet. 
The helmet did not stay the spear, but it went 
right on, crushing the bone so that the brain 
inside w'as shed in all directions, and his lust 
of fighting was ended. Then he struck Hip- 
podamas in the midriff as he was springing 
down from his chariot in front of him, and try- 
ing to escape. He breathed his last, bellowing 
like a bull bellows when young men are drag- 
ging him to offer him in sacrifice to the King 
of Helice, and the heart of the earth-shaker is 
glad: even so did he bellow as he lay dying. 
Achilles then w^ent in pursuit of Polydoms son 
of Priam, whom his father had always forbid- 
den to fight because he was the youngest of his 
sons, the one he loved best, and the fastest 
runner. He, in his folly and showing off the 
fleetness of his feet, was rushing about among 
the front ranks until he lost his life, for Achilles 
struck him in the middle of the back as he was 
darting past him: he stnick him just at the 
golden fastenings of his belt and where the 
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two pieces of the double breastplate overlapped. 
The point of the spear pierced him through 
and came out by the navel, whereon he fell 
groaning on to his knees and a cloud of dark- 
ness overshadowed him as he sank holding his 
entrails in his hands. 

74197 When Hector saw his brother Poly- 
dorus with his entrails in his hands and sinking 
down upon the gnnind, a mist came over hii; 
eyes, and he could not bear to keep longer at 
a distance; he therefore poised his spear and 
darted towards Achilles like a flame of fire. 
When Achilles saw him he bounded forward 
and vaunted saying, “This is he that has 
wounded rny heart most deeply and has slain 
my beloved comrade. Not for long shall we two 
quail before one another on the highways of 
war.” 

[428 7 He looked fiercely on Hector and said, 
“Draw near, that you may meet your doom the 
sooner.” I lector feared him not and answered, 
“Son of Pcleu.s, think not that your words can 
scare me as though I were a child. I too if I 
will can brag and talk unseemly; I know that 
you are a mighty vvairior, mightier by far than 
I, nevertheless the issue lies in the lap of heaven 
whether I, worse man though I be, may no' 
slay you with my spear, for this too has been 
found keen ere now.” 

7438 / He hurled his spear as he spoke, but 
Minerva breathed upon it, ’"and though she 
breathed hut very lightly she turned it hack 
from going towards Achilles, so that it returned 
to Hector and lay at his feet in front of him. 
yXchillcs then sprang furiously on him with a 
loud cry, bent on killing him, but Apollo caught 
him up easily as a god can, and hid him in a 
thick darkness. Thrice did Achilles spring to- 
wards him spear in hand, and thrice did he 
waste his blow upon the air. When he rushed 
forward for the fourth time as though he were 
a god, he shouted aloud saying, “f lound, this 
time too you have escaped death— but of a tmth 
it came exceedingly near you. Ph(x:bus Apollo, 
to whom it seems you pray before you go into 
battle, has again saved you; but if I too have 
any friend among the gods I will surely make 
an end of you when I come across you at some 
other time. Now, however, I ^^ill pursue and 
overtake other Trojans.” 

[455] On this he struck Diyops with his 
spear, about the middle of his neck, and he fell 
headlong at his feet. 1 here he let him lie and 
stayed Dcrnouchus son of Philetor, a man both 
brave and of great stature, by hitting him on 
the knee with a spear; then he smote nim widi 
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his sword and killed him. After this he sprang 
(^n Laogoniis and Dardanus, sons of Bias, and 
threw them from their chariot, the one with 
a blow fiom a thrown spear, while the other 
he cut down in hand to hand fight. There was 
also Tros the son of Alastor—he came up to 
Achilles and clasped his knees in the hope that 
he would spare him and not kill him but let 
Iiim go, because they were both of the same age. 
F(K)1, he might have known that he should not 
prevail with him, for the man was in no mood 
for pity or forbearance but was in grim earnest. 
Therefore when Tros laid hold of his knees and 
sought a hearing for his prayers, Achilles drove 
his sword into his liver, and the liver came 
rolling out, while his bosom was all covered 
with the black blood that welled from the 
wound. Thus did death close his eyes as he 
lay lifeless. 

[ 472 ] Achilles then went up to Mulius and 
struck him on the car with a spear, and the 
bronze spear-head came right out at the other 
car. I Ic also struck Echeclus son of Agenor on 
the head with his ovvo»i!; o bich became warm 
with the blood, while death and stern fate 
closed the eyes of Echeclus. Next in order the 
bron/c point of his spear wounded Deucalion 
in the tore-arm w'here the sinews of the elbow 
are united, whereon he waited Achilles' onset 
with his arm hanging down and death staring 
him in the face. Achilles cut his head off with 


a blow from his sword and flung it helmet and 
all away from him, and the marrow came 
oozing out of his backbone as he lay. Me then 
w'ent in pursuit of Rhigmus, nonlc son of 
Peires, who had come from fertile d'hrace, and 
struck him through the middle with a spear 
which fixed itself in his belly, so that he fell 
headlong from his chariot. Me also speared 
Areithous squire to Rhigmus in the hack as he 
was turning his horses in flight, and thrust him 
from his chariot, while the horses were struck 
with panic. 

[ 490 ] As a fire raging in some mountain glen 
after long drought— and the dense forest is in 
a blaze, while the wind carries great tongues 
of fire in every direction— even so furiously did 
Achilles rage, wielding his spear as though he 
were a god, and giving chase to those whom he 
would slay, till the dark earth ran with blood. 
Or as one who yokes broad-hrowed oxen that 
they may tread barley in a threshing-floor— 
and it is soon bruised small under the feet of 
the lowing cattle— even so did the horses of 
Achilles trample on the shields and bodies of 
the slain. The axle underneath and the railing 
that ran round the car were bespattered with 
clots of blood thrown up by the horses’ hoofs, 
and Iroin the tyres of the wheels; but the son 
of Pelcus pressed on to win still further glory, 
and his hands were l)ed rabbled with gore. 
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N OW when they came to the ford wicker sides of a chariot. Achilles then caught 

of the full-flowing river Xanthus, be- him to his sorrow unawares, and sent him by 

gotten of immortal Jove, Achilles cut sea to Lemnos, where the son of Jason bought 

their forces in two: one half he chased over the him. But a guest-friend, Eetion of Imbros, freed 

plain towards the city by the same way that the him with a great sum, and sent him to Arisbe, 

Achaeans had taken when flying panic-stricken whence he had escaped and returned to his 

on the preceding day with Hector in full tri- father^s house. He had spent eleven days hap- 

umph; this way did they fly pell-mell, and Juno pily with his friends after he had come from 

sent down a thick mist in front of them to stay I^cmnos, but on the twelfth heaven again de- 

them. The other half were hemmed in by the livered him into the hands of Achilles, who was 

deep silver-eddying stream, and fell into it with to send him to the house of Hades sorely against 

a great uproar. The waters resounded, and the his will. He was unarmed when Achilles caught 

banks rang again, as they swam hither and sightof him, and had neither helmet nor shield; 

thither w^ith loud cries amid the whirling ed- nor yet had he any spear, for he had thrown all 

dies. As locusts flying to a river before the blast his armour from him on to the bank, and w^as 

of a grass fire— the flame comes on and on till at sweating with his struggles to get out of the 
last it overtakes them and they huddle into the river, so that his strength was now failing him. 
water— even so was the eddying stream of Xan- /54J Then Achilles said to himself in his sur- 
thus filled with the uproar of men and horses, prise, 'What marvel do 1 see here? If this man 
all struggling in confusion before Achilles. . can come back alive after having been sold over 

[ly] Forthwith the hero left his spear upon intoLcmnos, I shall have the 'Ffojans also whom 

the br4nk, leaning it against a tamarisk hush, I have slain rising from the world below. Could 

and plunged into the river like a god, armed not even the waters of the grey sea imprison 

with his sword only. Fell Was his purpose as he him, as they do many another whether he will 

hewed the Trojans down on every side. Their or no? This time let him taste my spear, that 1 

dying groans rose hideous as the sword smote may know for certain whether mother earth 

them, and the river ran red with blood. As when who can keep even a strong man down, will be 

fish fly scared before a huge dolphin, and fill able to hold him, or whether thence too he will 

every nook and corner of some fair haven— for return.” 

he is sure to cat all he can catch— even so did [64] Thus did he pause and ponder. But Ly- 
thcTrojanscower under the banks of the mighty caon came up to him dazed and trying hard to 

river, and when Achilles' arms grew weary with embrace his knees, for he would fain live, not 

killing them, he drew twelve youths alive out die. Achilles thru.st at him with his spear, mcan- 

of the water, to sacrifice in revenge for Patro- ing to kill him, but Lycaon ran crouching up 

clus son of Mencetius* I le drew them out like to him and caught his knees, wHereby the spear 

dazed fawns, bound their hands behind them passed over his back, and stuck; in the ground, 

with the girdles of their own shirts, and gave hungering though it was for bjood. With one 

them over to his men to take back to the .ships, hand he caught Achilles* kneesfas he besought 

Then he sprang into the river, thirsting for still him, and with the other he clutched the spear 

further blood. and would not let it go. Then jie said, "Achil- 

[^4] There he found Lycaon, son of Priam les, have mercy upon me and spare me, for I am 

seed of Dardanus, as he was escaping out of the your suppliant. It was in your tents that I first 

water; he it was whom he had once taken pris- broke bread on the day when you took me pris- 
oner when he was in his father's vineyard, hav- oner in the vineyard; after which you sole! me 

ing set upon him by night, as he was cutting away to Lemnos far from my father and my 

young shoots from a wild fig-tree to make the friends, and I brought you the price of a hun- 
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died oxen. I have paid three times as much to 
gain my freedom; it is but twelve days that I 
have come to Ilius after much suffering, and 
now cruel fate has again thrown me into your 
hands. Surely father Jove must hate me, that he 
has given me over to you a second time. Short 
of life indeed did my mother Laothoe bear me, 
daughter of aged Altes— -of Altes who reigns over 
the warlike Lclcgae and holds steep Pedasus on 
the river Satnibeis. Priam married his daughter 
along with many other women and two sons 
were bom of her, both of whom you will have 
slain. Your spear slew noble Polydoms as he 
was fighting in the front ranks, and now evil 
will here befall me, for I fear that I shall not 
escape you since heaven has delivered me over 
to you. Furthemiore I say, and lay my saying to 
your heart, spare me, for I am not of the same 
womb as Hector who slew your brave and noble 
comrade.*' 

[97] With such words did the princely son 
of Priam beseech Achilles; but Achilles an- 
swered him sternly. “Idiot," said he, “talk not 
to me of ransom. Patroclus fell I pre- 

ferred to give the Trojans quarter, and sold be- 
yond the sea many of those whom I had taken 
alive; but now not a man shall live of those 
whom heaven delivers into my hands before the 
city of Ilius— and of all Trojans it shall fare 
hardest with the sons of Priam. Therefore, my 
friend, you too shalldie. Why should you whine 
in this way? Patroclus fell, and he was a better 
man than you are. I too— see you not how I am 
great and goodly? T am son to a noble father, 
and have a goddess for iny mother, but the 
hands of doom and death overshadow me all as 
surely. I’he day will come, either at dawn or 
dark, or at tlie noontide, when one shall take 
my life also in battle, either with his spear, or 
with an arrow sped from his bow." 

[114] Tlius did he speak, and Lycaon s heart 
sank within him. He loosed his hold of the 
spear, and held out both hands before him; but 
Achilles drew his keen blade, and struck him 
by the collar-bone on his neck; he plunged his 
two-edged sword into him to the very hilt, 
whereon he lay at full length on the ground, 
with the dark nlood welling from him till the 
earth was soaked. Then Achilles caught him by 
the foot and flung him into the river to go down 
stream, vaunting over him the while, and say- 
ing, Tic there among the fishes, who will lick 
the blood from your wound and gloat over it; 
your mother shall not lay you on any bier to 
mourn you, but the eddies of Scamandcr shall 
bear you into the broad bosom of the sea. Tliere 


shall the fishes feed on the fat of Lycaon as they 
dart under the dark ripple of the waters— so 
perish all of you till we reach the citadel of 
strong Ilius— you in flight, and I following after 
to destroy you. The river with its broad silver 
stream shall serve you in no stead, for all the 
bulls you offered him and all the horses that you 
flung living into his waters. None the less mis- 
erably shall you perish till there is not a man of 
you but has paid in full for the death of Patro- 
clus and the havoc you wrought among the 
Achaeans whom you have slain while I held 
aloof from battle." 

[136J So spoke Achilles, but the river grew 
more and more angry, and pondered within 
himself how he should stay the hand of Achil- 
les and save the Trojans from disaster. Mean- 
while the son of Peleus, spear in hand, sprang 
upon Asteropaeus son of Pclegon to kill him. He 
was son to the broad river Axius and Periboea 
eldest daughter of /Acessamenus; for the river 
had lain with her. Asteropaeus stood up out of 
the water to face him with a spear in either 
hand, and Xanthus filled him with courage, be- 
ing angry for the death of the youths whom 
Achilles was slaying ruthlessly within his wa- 
ters. When they were close up with one an- 
other Achilles w^as first to speak. “Who and 
whence are you," said he, “who dare to face me? 
Woe to the parents whose son stands up against 
me." And the son of Pelcgon answered, “Great 
son of Peleus, why should you ask my lineage. 
I am from the fertile land of far Paeonia, cap- 
tain of the Paeonians, and it is now eleven days 
that I am at Ilius. I am of the blood of the river 
Axius— of Axius that is the fairest of all rivers 
that run. He begot the famed warrior Pelegon, 
whose son men call me. Let us now fight, Achil- 
les." 

[i6j] Thus did he defy him, and Achilles 
raised his spear of Pelian ash. Asteropaeus failed 
with both his spears, for he could use both 
hands alike; with the one spear he struck Achil- 
les’ shield, but did not pierce it, for the layer of 
gold, gift of the god, stayed the point; with the 
other spear he grazed the elbow of Achilles' 
right arm drawing dark blood, but the spear it- 
self went by him and fixed itself in the ground, 
foiled of . its bloody banquet. '^Then Achilles, 
fain to kill him, hurled his spear at Asteropjcus, 
but failed to hit him and struck the steep bank 
of the river, driving the spear half its length 
into the earth. The son of Peleus then drew his 
sword and sprang furiously upon him. Astcro- 
paeus vainly tried to draw Achilles' spear out of 
the hank by main force; thrice did he tug at it, 
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trying with all his might to draw it out^ and 
thrice he had to leave off tiydng; the fourth 
time he tried to bend and break it, but ere he 
could do so Achilles smote him with his sword 
and killed him. He struck him in tlie belly near 
the navel, so that all his bowels came gushing 
out on to the ground, and the darkness of death 
came over him as he lay gasping. Then Achil- 
les set his foot on his chest and spoiled him of 
his armour, vaunting over him and saying, 'Tic 
there— begotten of a river though you be, it is 
hard for you to strive with the offspring of Sat- 
urn’s son. You declare yourself sprung from the 
blood of a broad river, but I am of the seed of 
mighty Jove. My father is Peleus, son of Ali- 
ens ruler over the many Myrmidons, and /Ea- 
cus was the son of Jove. Therefore as Jove is 
mightier than any river that flows into the sea, 
so are his children stronger than those of any 
river whatsoever. Moreover you have a great 
river hard by if he can be of any use to you, but 
there is no fighting against Jove the son of Sat- 
urn, with whom not even King Achelous can 
compare, nor the mighty stream of deep-flowing 
Occanus, from whom all rivers and seas with all 
springs and deep wells proceed; even Oceanus 
fears the lightnings of great Jove, and his thun- 
der that comes crashing out of heaven."' 

[200] With this he drew his bronze spear 
out of the bank, and now that he had killed 
Asteropaeus, he let him lie where he was on the 
sand, with the dark water flowing over him and 
the cels and fishes busy nibbling and gnavving 
the fat that was about his kidneys, "Ilien he 
went in chase of the Pasonians, who were flying 
along the bank of the river in panic when they 
saw their leader slain by the hands of the son of 
Peleus. Therein he slew 1 hersilochus, Mydon, 
Astypylus, Mnesus, Thrasius, CEneus, and 
Ophclestes, and he would have slain yet others, 
had not the river in anger taken human form, 
and spoken to him from out the deep waters 
saying, '‘Achilles, if you excel all in strength, so 
do you also in wickedness, for the gods are ever 
with you to protect you: if, then, the son of 
Saturn has vouchsafed it to you to destroy all 
tlie Trojans, at any rate drive them out of my 
stream, and do your grim work on land. My 
fair waters are now filled with corpses, nor can 
I find any channel by which I may pour myself 
into the sea for I am choked with dead, and 
yet you go on mercilessly slaying, I am in de- 
spair, therefore, O captain of your host, trouble 
me no further." 

[222] Achilles answered, “So be it, Scaman- 
der, Jove-descended; but I will never cease deal- 
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ing out death among the Trojans, till I have 
pent them up in their city, and made trial of 
Hector face to face, that I may learn whether he 
is to vanquish me, or 1 him." 

[22y] As he spoke he set upon the Trojans 
with a fury like that of the g«ids. But the river 
said to Apollo, “Surely, son of Jove, lord of the 
silver bow, you are not obeying the commands 
of Jove who charged you straitly that you should 
stand by the ’Frojans and defend them, till twi- 
light fades, and darkness is over all the earth." 

/2 337 Meanwhile Achilles sprang from the 
bank into mid-stream, whereon the river raised 
a high wave and attacked him. He swelled his 
stream into a torrent, and swept away the many 
dead whom Achilles had slain and left within 
his waters. These he cast out on to the land, 
bellowing like a bull the while, but the living 
he saved alive, hiding them in his mighty ed- 
dies. The great and terrible wave gathered about 
Achilles, falling upon him and beating on his 
shield, so that he could not keep his feet; he 
caught hold of a great elm tree, but it came up 
by the roots, and tore away the bank, damming 
the stream with its thick branches and bridging 
it all across; whereby Achilles struggled out of 
the stream, and fled full speed over the plain, 
for he was afraid. 

[ 249 ] But the mighty god ceased not in his 
pursuit, and sprang up^n him with a dark- 
crested wave, to stay his hands and save the 
Trojans from destaiction. The stin of Peleus 
darted away a spear’s throw from him; swift as 
the swoop of a black hunter-eagle which is the 
strongest and fleetest of all birds, even so did 
he spring forward, and the armour rang loudly 
about his breast. FIc fled on in front, but the 
river with a loud roar came tearing after. As 
one who would water his garden leads a stream 
from some fountain over his plants, and all 
his ground— spade in hand he clears away the 
dams to free the channels, and the little stones 
run rolling round and round with the water as 
it goes merrily down the bank faster than the 
man can follow— even so did the river keep 
catching up with* Achilles albeit he was a fleet 
runner, for the gods arc strongejr than men. y\s 
often as he would strive to staled his ground, 
and sec whether or no all the ^ods in heaven 
were in league against him, so often would the 
mighty wave come beating down upon his 
shoulders, and he would have to keep flying on 
and on in great dismay; for the angry flood was 
tiling him out as it flowed past him and ate 
the ground from under his feet. 

[272] Then the son of Peleus lifted up his 
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voice to heaven saying, “Father Jove, is there 
none of the gods who will take pity upon rne, 
and save me from the river? I do not care what 
may happen to me afterwards. I blame none of 
the other dwellers on Olympus so severely as 
I do my dear mother, who has beguiled and 
tricked me. She told me 1 was to tall under the 
walls of I’roy by the flying arrows of Apollo; 
■would that Hector, the best man among the 
Trojans, might there slay me; then should 1 
fall a hero by the hand of a hero; whereas now 
it seems that 1 shall come to a most pitiable 
end, trapped in this river as though 1 were 
some swineherd’s boy, who gets earned down a 
torrent while trying to cross it during a stonn.” 

[2S4] As soon as he had spoken thus, Nep- 
tune and Minerva came up to him in the like- 
ness of two men, and took him by the hand to 
reassure him. Neptune spoke first. “Son of Pe- 
leus,“ said he, “be not so exceeding fearful; we 
arc two gods, cornc with Jove’s sanction to as- 
sist you, 1 , and Pallas Minen^a. It is not your 
late to perish in this river; he will abate pres- 
ently as you will sec, m oreover we strongly 
advise you, if you will be guided by us, not to 
stay your hand from fighting till you liave pent 
the 'Trojan host within the famed walls of llius 
—as many ol them as may escape. Then kill 
Hector and go back to the ships, for w'c will 
vouchsafe you a triumph over him.” 

[zq8] When they had so said they went back 
to the other immortals, but Achilles strove on- 
ward over the plain, encouraged by the charge 
the gods had laid upon him. All was now cov- 
ered with the flood of waters, and much goodly 
armour of the youths that had been slain was 
drifting aliout, as also many corpses, but he 
forced his way against the stream, speeding 
right onwards, nor could the broad waters 
stay him, for Minerva had endowed him with 
great strength. Nevertheless Scamandcr did 
not slacken in his pursuit, but was still more 
furious with the son of Pelcus. He lifted his 
waters into a high crest and cried aloud to Sim- 
ois saying, “Dear brother, let the two of us 
unite to stay this man, or he will sack the 
mighty city of King Priam, and the Trojans 
will not hold out against him. I Iclp me at once; 
fill your streams with water from their sources, 
rouse all your torrents to a fury; raise your 
wave on high, and let snags and stones come 
thundering down you that we may make an 
end of this savage creature who is now lording 
it as though he were a god. Nothing shall serve 
him longer, not strength nor comeliness, nor 
his fine armour, which forsooth shall soon be 


lying low in the deep waters covered over with 
mud. I will wTap him in sand, and pour tons of 
shingle round him, so that the Acnaeans shall 
not know how to gather his bones for the silt in 
which I shall have hidden him, and when they 
celebrate his funeral they need build no bar- 
row. 

[^24] On this he upraised his tumultuou': 
flood high against Achilles, seething as it was 
with foam and blood and the bodies of the 
dead. The dark waters of the river stood up- 
right and would have overwhelmed the son 
of Pcleus, but Juno, trembling lest Achilles 
should be swept away in the mighty torrent, 
lifted her voice on high and called out to Vul- 
can her son. “Crook-foot,” she cried, “my child, 
be up and doing, for I deem it is with you that 
Xanthus is fain to fight; help us at once, kindle 
a fierce fire; 1 will then bring up the west and 
the white south wind in a mighty hurricane 
from the sea, that shall bear the flames against 
the heads and armour of the Trojans and con 
sume them, while you go along die banks of 
Xandiiis burning his trees and wrapping liim 
round with fire. Let him not turn you back 
neither by fair words nor foul, and slacken not 
till I shout and tell you. Then you may stay 
your flames.” 

[342/ On this Vulcan kindled a fierce fire, 
which broke out first upon the plain and burned 
the many dead whom Achilles had killed and 
whose bodies were lying about in great num- 
bers. by this means the plain was dried and the 
flood stayed. As the north wind, blowing on an 
orchard that has been sodden with autumn 
rain, soon dries it, and the heart of the owner 
is glad— even so the whole plan was dried 
and the dead bodies were consumed. Then he 
turned tongues of fire on to the river. He 
burned the elms the willows and the tamarisks, 
the lotus also, with the rushes and marshy 
herbage that grew abundantly by the banks of 
the river. The eels and fishes that go darting 
about everywhere in the water, these, loo, were 
sorely harassed by the flames that cunning 
Vulcan had kindled, and the river himself was 
scalded, so that he spoke saying, “Vulcan, 
there is no god can hold his own against you. ^ 
cannot fight you when you flare out youi 
flames in this way; strive with me no longer. 
Let Achilles drive the Trojans out of their city 
immediately. What have I to do with quarrel- 
ling and helping people?” 

[\6i] He was ooifing as he spoke, and all 
his waters were seething. As a cauldron upon a 
large fire boils when it is melting the lard of 
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some fatted hog, and the lard keeps bubbling 
up all over when the dry faggots blaze under 
it— even so were the goodly waters of Xanthus 
heated with the fire till they w^ere boiling. He 
could flow no longer but stayed his stream, so 
afflicted was he by the blasts of fire which 
cunning Vulcan had raised. Then he prayed 
to Juno and besought her saying, “Juno, why 
should your son vex my stream with such espe- 
cial fury? I am not so much to blame as all the 
others are who have been helping the Trojans. 
I will leave off, since you so desire it, and let 
your son leave off also. Furthermore I swear 
that never again will I do anything to save the 
Trojans from destruction, not even when all 
Troy is burning in the flames which the Achse- 
ans will kindle.” 

[ 377 ] soon as Juno heard this she said to 
her son Vulcan, “Son Vulcan, hold now your 
flames; we ought not to use such violence 
against a god for the sake of mortals.” 

[^ 81 } When she had thus spoken Vulcan 
quenched his flames, and the river went back 
once more into his owti fair bed. 

[ 3 ^ 3 ] Xanthus was now beaten, so these 
tw^o left off fighting, for Juno stayed them 
though she was still angry; but a furious quar- 
rel broke out among the other gods, for they 
were of divided counsels. They fell on one an- 
other with a mighty uproar— earth groaned, 
and the spacious firmament rang out as with a 
blare of trumpets. Jove heard as he was sitting 
on Olympus, and laughed for joy when he saw 
the gods coming to blows among themselves. 
They were not long about beginning, and IVIars 
piercer of shields opened the battle. Sword in 
hand he sprang at once upon Minerva and re- 
viled her. “Why, vixen,” said he, “have you 
again set the gods by the cars in the pride and 
haughtiness of your hearth Have you forgot- 
ten how you set Diomed son of Tydeus on to 
wound me, and yourself took visible spear and 
drove it into me to the hurt of my fair body? 
You shall now suffer for what you then did to 
me.” 

[400] As he spoke he struck her on the ter- 
rible tasselled aegis— so terrible that not even 
can Jove's lightning pierce it. Here did mur- 
derous Mars strike her with his great spear. 
She drew back and with her strong nand seized 
a stone that was lying on the plain— great and 
rugged and black— which men of old had set 
for the boundary of a field. With this she 
struck Mars on the neck, and brought him 
down. Nine roods did he cover in his fall, and 
his hair was all soiled in the dust, while his 


armour rang rattling round him. But Minerva 
laughed and vaunted over him saying, “Idiot, 
have you not learned how far stronger I am 
than you, but you must still match yourself 
against me? Thus do your mother’s curses now 
roost upon you, for she is angry and would do 
you mischief because you have deserted the 
Achzeans and are helping the Trojans.” 

[ 41 ^] She then turned her two piercing eyes 
elsewhere, whereon Jove’s daughter Venus took 
Mars by the hand and led him away, groaning 
all the time, for it was only with great difficulty 
that he had come to himself again. When 
Queen Juno saw her, she said to Minerva, 
“Look, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, unwea- 
riable, that vixen Venus is again taking Mars 
through the crowd out of the battle; go after 
her at once.” 

[424] Thus she spoke. Minerva sped after 
Venus with a will, and made at her, striking 
her on the bosom with her strong hand so that 
she fell fainting to the ground, and there they 
both lay stretched at full length. Then Mi- 
nerva vaunted over her saying, “May all who 
help the Trojans against the Argives prove just 
as redoubtable and stalwart as Venus did when 
she came across me while she was helping 
Mars. Had this been so, we should long since 
have ended the war by sacking the strong city 

[4^4] Juno smiled as she'^stened. Mean- 
while King Neptune turned to Apollo saying, 
“Pheebus, why should we keep each other at 
arm s length? It is not well, now that the others 
have begun fighting; it will be disgraceful to us 
if we return to Jove’s bronze-floored mansion 
on Olympus without having fought each other; 
therefore come on, you are the younger of the 
two, and I ought not to attack you, for I am 
older and have had more experience. Idiot, you 
have no sense, and forget how we two alone of 
all the gods fared hardly round about Ilius 
when we came from Jove’s house and worked 
for Laomedon a whole year at a stated wage 
and he gave us his orders. I built the Trojans 
the wall about their city, so wid^ and fair that 
it might be impregnable, while Jyou, Phoebus, 
herded cattle for him in the qales of many- 
valleyed Ida. When, however, the glad hours 
brought round the time of payment, mighty 
Laomedon robbed us of all our hire and sent 
us off with nothing but abuse. He threatened 
to bind us hand and foot and sell us over into 
some distant island. He tried, moreover, to cut 
off the ears of both of us, so we went away in a 
rage, furious about the payment he had prom- 
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ised us, and yet withheld; in spite of all this, 
you are now showing favour to his people, and 
will not join us in compassing the utter ruin of 
the proud Trojans with their wives and chil- 
dren." 

[462] And King Apollo answered, "Lord of 
the earthquake, you would have no respect for 
me if I were to fight you about a pack of miser- 
able mortals, who come out like leaves in sum- 
mer and eat the fruit of the field, and presently 
fall lifeless to the ground. Let us stay this fight- 
ing at once and let them settle it among them- 
selves." 

I46S] He turned away as he spoke, for he 
\^’ould lay no hand on the brother of his own 
father. But his sister the huntress Diana, pa- 
troness of wild beasts, was very angry with him 
and said, "So you would fly, Far-Darter, and 
hand victory over to Neptune with a cheap 
vaunt to boot. Baby, why keep your bow thus 
idle? Never let me again hear you bragging in 
my father’s house, as you often have done in 
the presence of the immortals, that you would 
stand up and fight with Neptune." 

[47H ] Apollo made her no answer, but Jove's 
august queen was angry and upbraided her 
bitterly. "Bold vixen," she cried, "how date 
you cross me thus? For all your bow you will 
find it hard to hold your own against me. Jove 
made you as a lion among women, and lets you 
kill them whenever you choose. You will find 
it better to chase wild beasts and deer upon the 
mountains than to fight those who are stronger 
than )'oii are. If you would try war, do so, and 
find out by pitting yourself against me, how far 
stronger I am than you arc." 

[4Sg] She caught both Diana's wrists with 
her left hand as she spoke, and with her right 
she took the bow from her shoulders, and 
laughed as she beat her with it about the ears 
while Diana wriggled and writhed under her 
blows. Her swift arrows were shed upon the 
ground, and she fled weeping from under 
Juno’s hand as a dove that flics before a falcon 
to the cleft of some hollow rock, when it is her 
good fortune to escape. Even so did she fly 
weeping away, leaving her bow and arrows 
behind her. 

[497] llien the slayer of Argus, guide and 
guardian, said to Leto, “Leto, I shall not fight 
you; it is ill to come to blows with any of 
Jove's wives. Therefore boast as you wiU among 
the immortals that you worsted me in fait 
fight." 

[$02] Leto then gathered up Diana's bow 
and arrows that had fallen about amid the 


whirling dust, and when she had got them she 
made all haste after her daughter. Diana had 
now reached Jove's bronze-floored mansion on 
Olympus, and sat herself down with many 
tears on the knees of her father, while her am- 
brosial raiment was quivering all about her. 
The son of Saturn drew her towards him, and 
laughing pleasantly the while began to ques- 
tion her saying, "Which of the heavenly be- 
ings, my dear child, has been treating you in 
this cruel manner, as though you had been 
misconducting yourself in the face of every- 
body?" and the f air-crown cd goddess of the 
chase answered, "It was your wife Juno, father, 
who has been beating me; it is always her do- 
ing when there is any quarielling among the 
immortals." 

[514/ llius did they converse, and mean- 
while Phoebus Apollo entered the strong city 
of Ilius, for he was uneasy lest the wall should 
not hold out an (5 the Danaans should take the 
city then and there, before its hour had come; 
but the rest of the ever-living gods went back, 
some angry and some triumphant to Olympus, 
where they took their scats beside Jove lord of 
the storm-cloud, while Achilles still kept on 
dealing out death alike on the Trojans and on 
their horses. As when the smoke from some 
burning city ascends to heaven when the anger 
of the gods has kindled it— there is then toil for 
all, and sorrow for not a few— even so did 
Achilles bring toil and sorrow on the Trojans, 

[526] Old King Priam stood on a high tower 
of the wall looking down on huge Achilles as 
the Trojans fled panic-stricken before him, and 
there was none to help them. Presently he 
came down from off the tower and with many 
a groan went along the wall to give orders to 
the brave warders of the gate. "Keep the gates," 
said he, "wide open till the people come flying 
into the city, for Achilles is hard by and is driv- 
ing them in rout before him. 1 see we are in 
great peril. As soon as our people arc inside and 
in safety, close the strong gates for I fear lest 
that terrible man should come bounding inside 
along with the others." 

1 5 37] As he spoke they drew back the bolts 
and opened the gates, and when these were 
opened there was a haven of refuge for the 
Trojans. Apollo then came full speed out of the 
city to meet them and protect them. Right for 
the city and the high wall, parched with thirst 
and grimy with dust, still they fled on, with 
Achilles wielding his spear furiously behind 
them. For he was as one possessed, and was 
thirsting after glory. 
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[$ 44 ] Then had the sons of the Achaeans 
taken the lofty gates of Troy if Ap)llo had not 
spurred on Agenor, valiant and noble son to 
Antenor. He put courage into his heart, and 
stood by his side to guard him, leaning against 
a beech tree and shrouded in thick darkness. 
When Agenor saw Achilles he stood still and 
his heart was clouded with care. “Alas,” said he 
to himself in his dismay, “if I fly before mighty 
Achilles, and go where all the others are being 
driven in rout, he will none the less catch me 
and kill me for a coward. How would it be 
were I to let Achilles drive the others before 
him, and then fly from the wall to the plain 
that is behind Ilius till I reach the spurs of Ida 
and can hide in the underwood that is thereon? 
1 could then wash the sweat from ofl me in the 
river and in the evening return to Jlius. But 
why commune with myself in this way? Like 
enough he would see me as I am hurrying from 
the city over the plain, and would speed after 
me till he had caught me— I should stand no 
chance against him, for he is mightiest of all 
mankind. What, then, if I go out and meet him 
in front of the city? I lis flesh too, 1 take it, can 
be pierced by pointed bronze. Life is the same 
in one and all, and men say that he is but mor- 
tal despite the triumph that Jove son of Saturn 
vouchsafes him,” 

[ 571 ] So saying he stood on his guard and 
awaited Achilles, for he was now fain to fight 
him. As a leopardess that hounds from out a 
thick covert to attack a hunter— she know^s ho 
fear and is not dismayed by the haying of the 
hounds; even though the man be too quick for 
her and wound her either with thmst or spear, 
still, though the spear has pierced her she will 
not give in till she has either caught him in 
her grip or been killed outright— even so did 


noble Agenor son of Antenor refuse to fly till 
he had made trial of Achilles, and took aim at 
him with his spear, holding his round shield 
before him and crying with a loud voice. “Of a 
truth,” said he, “noble Achilles, you deem that 
you shall this day sack the city of the proud 
Trojans. Fool, there will he trouble enough yet 
before it, for there is many a brave man of us 
still inside who will stand in front of our dear 
parents WTth our wives and children, to defend 
Ilius. Here therefore, huge and mighty war- 
rior though you he, here shall you die.” 

[ 590 ] As he spoke his stronghand hurled his 
javelin from him, and the spear struck Achil 
ies on the leg bcneatli the knee; the greavo ol 
newly wrought tin rang loudly, hut the spear 
recoiled from the body of him whom it had 
struck, and did not pierce it, lor the god s gift 
stayed it. Achilles in his turn attacked noble 
Agenoi, hut Apollo wcnild not vouchsafe him 
glory, for he snatched Agenor away and hid 
him in a thick mist, st'nding him out of the 
battle unmolested. Then he craftily drew the 
son of Pelcus away from going after the host, 
for he put on the semblance of Agenor and 
stood in front of Achilles, wdio ran towards him 
to give him chase and pursued him over the 
corn lands of the plain, turning him towards 
the deep w^aters of the river Scamandcr. Apollo 
ran hut a little way before him and beguiled 
Achilles by making him think 31 the time that 
he was on the point of overtaking him. Mean- 
while the rabble of routed T rojans was thank- 
ful to crowd within the city till their numbers 
thronged it; no longer did they dare wait for 
one another outside the city walls, to learn who 
had escaped and who were fallen in fight, but 
ail whose feet and knees could still carry them 
poured pell-mell into the town. 
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T I JUS the Trojans in the city, scared like 
Jawns, wiped the sweat from oJF them 
and drank to quench their thirst, lean- 
ing against the goodly hattleirients, while the 
Achxans with their shields laid upon their 
shoulders dicw close up to the walls. But stem 
fate bade I lectoi stay where he was hclorc Ilius 
and the Sciean gates. I hen Phoebus Apdlo 
spoke to the son (jf Pclcus saying, “Why, son 
of Pelcus, do you, who are but man, give chase 
to me who am immortal? Have you not yet 
found out that it is a god whom you pursue 
so furiously? You did not harass the Trojans 
whom you had luuied, and now they are 
within their walls, while you have been de- 
coyed hither away from them. Me you cannot 
kill, for death can lake no hold upon me.” 

[ 14 ] Achilles w^as greatly angered and said, 
“You have baulked me, Far-Daiter, most mali- 
cious of all gods, and have drawn me away 
from the wall, w’hore many another man would 
have bitten the dust ere he got \vithin Ilius; 
you have robbed me of great glory and have 
saved the I’rojans at no risk to yourself, for you 
have nothing to fear, but 1 would indeed have 
my rev'cnge if it were in my power to do so,” 
[ 21 ] Oil this, wath fell intent he made to- 
w'ards the city, and as the winning horse in a 
chariot race strains every nerve when he is fly- 
ing over the jflain, even so fast and furiously 
did the limbs of Achilles bear him onwards. 
King Priam was first to note him as he scoured 
the plain, all radiant as the star which men 
call Orion's Hound, and whose beams blaze 
forth in time of harvest more brilliantly than 
those of any other that shines by night; bright- 
est of them all though he be, he yet bodes ill 
for mortals, for he brings fire and fever in his 
train— even so did Achilles' armour gleam on 
his breast as he sped onwards. Piiam raised a 
erv and beat his head with his hands as he 
lifted them up and shouted out to his dear son, 
imploring him to return; but Hector still stayed 
before the gates, for his heart w^as set upon do- 
ing battle with Achilles. The old man reached 
out his arms tow^ards him and bade him for 


pity's .sake come within the walls. “Hector,” he 
cned, “my son, stay not to face this man alone 
and unsupported, or you will meet death at 
the hands of the son of Peleus, for he is might- 
ier than you. Monster that he is; would indeed 
that the gods loved him no better than I do, for 
so, dogs and vultures would soon devour him as 
he lay stretched on earth, and a load of grief 
would be lifted from my heart, for many a 
brave son has he reft from me, either by killing 
them or selling them away in the islands that 
are beyond the sea: even now I miss two sons 
from among the Trojans who have thronged 
within the city, Lycaon and Polydorus, W'hom 
Laothoe pceicss among women bore me. Should 
they he still alive and in the hands of the 
Acha^ans, we will ransom them w'ith gold and 
bronze, of which wc have store, for the old mar 
Altes endowed his daughter richly; but if the 
arc already dead and in the house of Hades, 
sorrow will it be to us two who were their 
parents; albeit the grief of others will be more 
short-lived unless you too perish at the hands of 
Achilles. Come, then, my son, w'ithin the city, 
to he the guardian of Trojan men and Projan 
women, or you will both lose your own life and 
aflord a mighty triumph to the son of Pelcus. 
Have pity also fin your unhappy father while 
life yet remains to him— on me, whom the son 
of Saturn will destroy by a terrible doom on 
the threshold of old age, after I have seen my 
sons slain and my daughters haled away as 
captives, my bridal chambers pillaged, little 
children dashed to earth amid the rage of 
battle, and my sons’ wives dragged aw^ay by the 
cruel hands of the Acha?ans; in the end fierce 
hounds will tear me in pieces at my own gates 
alter some one has beaten the life out of my 
body with sword or spear— hounds that I mv- 
self reared and fed at my own table to guard 
my gates, hut who will yet lap my blof^d and 
then lie all distraught at my doors. When a 
young man falls by the sword in battle, he may 
lie where he is and there is nothing unseemly; 
let what will he seen, all is honourable in 
death, but when an old man is slain there is 
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nothing in this world more pitiable than that 
dogs should defile his grey hair and beard and 
all that men hide for sliame/* 

[yy] The old man tore his grey hair as he 
spoke, but he moved not the heart of Hector. 
His mother hard by wept and moaned aloud 
as she bared her bosom and pointed to the 
breast which had suckled him. '‘Hector,” she 
cried, weeping bitterly the W'hile, “Hector, my 
son, spurn not this breast, but have pity upm 
me too: if I have ever given you comfort from 
my own bosom, think on it now, dear son, .and 
come within the w^all to protect us from this 
man; stand not without to meet him. Should 
the wretch kill you, neither I nor your richly 
dowered wife shall ever w'cep, dear ofishoot of 
myself, over the bed on which you lie, for dogs 
will devour you at the ships of the Achfeans.” 

Thus did the t\vo with many tears implore 
their son, but they moved not the heart of 
I lector, and he stood his ground awaiting huge 
Achilles as he drew nearer towards him. As a 
serpent in its den upon the mountains, full fed 
with deadly poisons, waits for the approach of 
man— he is filled with fury and his eyes glare 
terribly as he goes writhing round his den- 
even so Hector leaned his shield against a tower 
that jutted out from the wall and stood where 
he was, undaunted, 

[99] “Alas,” said he to himself in the heav- 
iness of his heart, “if I go within the gates, Poly- 
damas will be the first to heap reproach upon 
me, for it was he that urged me to lead the 
Trojans back to the city on that awful night 
when Achilles again came forth against us. I 
would not listen, but it would have been in- 
deed better if 1 had done so. Now that my 
folly has destroyed the host, I dare not look 
Trojan men and Troian women in the face, 
lest a w’orse man should say, ‘Hector has ruined 
us by his self-confidence.' Surely it would be 
better for me to return after having fought 
Achilles and slain him, or to die gloriously here 
before the city. What, again, if I w^ere to lay 
dowm my shield and helmet, lean my spear 
against the w^all and go straight up to noble 
Achilles? What if I were to promise to give 
up Helen, who was the fountainhead of all 
this war, and all the treasure that Alexandrus 
brought with him in his ships to Troy, aye, and 
to let the Achocans divide the half of every- 
thing that the city contains among themselves? 
I might make the Trojans, by the mouths of 
their princes, take a solemn oath that they 
would hide nothing, but would divide into two 
shares all that is within the city— but why ar- 


gue with myself in this way? Were I to go up 
to him he would show me no kind of mercyj 
he would kill me then and there as easily as 
though I were a woman, w'hen I had put off 
my armour. There is no parlt’ying with him 
from some rock or oak tree as young men and 
maidens prattle with one another. Better fight 
him at once, and learn to which of us Jove will 
vouchsafe victory.” 

[i^i] Thus did he stand and ponder, but 
Achilles came up to him as it were Mars him- 
self, plumed lord of battle. From his right shoul- 
der he brandished his terrible spear of Pelian 
ash, and the bronze gleamed around him like 
Hashing fire or the rays of the rising sun. Fear 
fell upon Hector as he beheld him, and he 
dared not stay longer where he w'as, but fled in 
dismay from before the gates, while /vchilles 
darted after him at his utmost speed. As a 
mountain falcon, swiftest of all birds, sw’oops 
down upon some cowering dove— the dove flies 
before him but the falcon with a shrill scream 
follows close after, resolved to have hcr--even 
so did Achilles make straight for I lector W'ith 
all his might, while Hector fled under the Tro- 
jan wall as fast as his limbs could take him. 

[14s] On they flew along the waggon-road 
that ran hard by under the wall, past the look- 
out station, and past the weather-beaten wild 
fig tree, till they Ciime to two fair springs which 
feed the river Scamander. Ont of these two 
springs is warm, and steam rises from it as 
smoke from a burning fire, but the other even 
in summer is as cold as hail or snow, or the icc 
that forms on waiter. 1 Icre, liard by the springs, 
aie the goodly w^ashing-troughs of stone, where 
in the time of peace before the coming of the 
Acha'ans the wnves and fair daughters of the 
Trojans used to wash their clothes. Past these 
did they fly, the one in front and the other giv- 
ing chase behind him: good was the man that 
fled, but better far was he that followed after, 
and swiftly indeed did they run, for the prize 
w^as no mere beast for .sacrifice or biilkxk ’s 
hide, as it might be for a common foot-race, but 
they ran for the life of Hector.; As horses in 
a chariot race speed round the i turning-posts 
w'hen they are running for som^ great prize— 
a tripod or woman— at the game^ in honour of 
some dead hero, so did these two Jrun full speed 
three times round the city of Priam. All the 
gods watched them, and the sire of gods and 
men was the first to speak. 

[16S] “Alas,” said he, “my eyes behold a 
man who is dear to me being pursued round 
the walls of Troy; my heart is full of pity for 
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Hector, who has burned the thigh-bones of 
many a heifer in my honour, at one while on 
the crests of niany-valleycd Ida, and again on 
the citadel of Troy; and now I see noble Achil- 
les in full pursuit of him round the city of 
Priam, What say you> Consider among your- 
selves and decide whether we shall now save 
him or let him fall, valiant though he be, before 
Achilles, son of Pcleus.” 

[177] Then Minei^a said, “Father, wieldcr 
of the lightning, lord of cloud and storm, what 
mean you? Would you pluck this mortal whose 
doom has long been decreed out of the jaws of 
deatli? Do as you will, but we others shall not 
be of a mind with you.^* 

And Jove answered, “My child, Trito-hom, 
take heart. I did not speak in full earnest, and 
I will let you have your way. Do without let 
or hindrance as you are minded." 

[1S6] Thus did he urge Minerva who was 
already eager, and down she darted from the 
topmost summits of Olympus. 

[iSS] Achilles was still in full pursuit of 
Hector, as a hound chasing a fawn which he 
has started from its covert on the mountains, 
and hunts thiough glade and thicket, d he 
fawn may tr)' to elude him by crouching under 
cover of a bush, hut he will scent her out and 
follow her up until he gets her— even so there 
was no escape for 1 lector from the fleet son of 
Peleus. Whenever he made a set to get near 
the Dardanian gates and under the walls, that 
his people might help him by showering down 
weapons from above, Achilles would gain on 
him and head him back towards the plain, 
keeping himself always on the city side. As a 
man in a dream w^ho fails to lay hands upon 
another whom he is pursuing— the one cannot 
escape nor the other overtake— even so neither 
could Achilles come up with I lector, nor I lec- 
tor break away from Achilles; nevertheless he 
might even yet have escaped death had nor the 
time conic when Apollo, who thus far had sus- 
tained his strength and nerved his running, 
was now no longer to stay by him. Achilles 
made signs to the Achaean host, and shook his 
head to show that no man was to aim a dart at 
Hector, lest another might win the glory of 
having hit him and he might himself come in 
second. Then, at last, as they were nearing the 
fountains for the fourth time, the father of all 
balanced his golden scales and placed a doom 
in each of them, one feir Achilles and the other 
for Hector. As he held the scales by the middle, 
the doom of Hector fell down deep into the 
house of Hades— and then Phoebus Apollo left 
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him. Thereon Minerva went close up to the 
son of Peleus and said, **Noble Achilles, fa- 
voured of heaven, we two shall surely take 
back to the ships a triumph for the Achaeans 
by slaying Hector, for all his lust of battle. Do 
what Apollo may as he lies grovelling before 
his father, aegis-bearing Jove, Hector cannot 
escape us longer. Stay here and take breath, 
while 1 go up to him and persuade him to make 
a stand and light you." 

[224] T hus spoke Minerva. Achilles obeyed 
her gladly, and stood still, leaning on his bronze- 
pointed ashen spear, while Minerva left him 
and went after 1 lector in the form and with the 
voice of Deiphobus. She came close up to him 
and said, “Dear brother, 1 see you are hard 
pressed by Acliilles who is chasing you at full 
speed round the city of Priam, let us await his 
onset and stand on our defence." 

[2^2] And Hpetor answered, “Deiphobus, 
you have always' been dearest to me ot all my 
brothers, children of Hecuba and Priam, but 
henceforth 1 shall rate you yet moie highly, 
inasmuch as you have ventured outside the 
wall lor my sake when all the others remain 
inside." 

[2:^8/ Then Minerva said, “Dear brother, 
my father and mother went down 011 their 
knees and implored me, as did all my coiniades, 
to remain inside, so great a fear has fallen upon 
them all; hut I was in an agony of grief when I 
beheld you; now, therefore, let us two make a 
stand and fight, and let there he no keeping 
our spears in reserve, that we may learn whether 
Achilles shall kill us and hear off our spoils to 
the ships, or whether he shall fall before you." 

[247] Thus did Minerva inveigle him by 
her cunning, and when the two were now close 
to one another great I lector was first to speak. 
“I will no longer fly you, son of Peleus," said 
he, I have been doing hitherto. Three times 
have I fled round the mighty city of Priam, 
without daring to withstand you, but now, let 
me either slay or be slain, for I am in the mind 
to face you. Let us, then, give pledges to one 
another by our gods, who are the fittest wit- 
nesses and guardians of all covenants; let it be 
agreed between us that if Jove vouchsafes me 
the longer stay and I take your life, I am not to 
treat your dead body in any unseemly fashion, 
but when I have stripped you of your amiour, 
I am to give up your body to the Achceans. And 
do you likewise." 

[260] Achilles glared at him and answered, 
“Fool, prate not to me about covenants. There 
can be no cownants between men and lions'. 
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wolves and lambs can never be of one mind, 
but hate each other out and out all through. 
Therefore there can be no understanding be- 
tween you and me, nor may there be any cove- 
nants between us, till one or other shall fall and 
glut grim Mars with his life’s blood. Put forth 
all your strength; you have need now to prove 
yourself indeed a bold soldier and man of war. 
You have no more chance, and Pallas Minerva 
will forthwith vanquish you by my spear: you 
shall now pay me in full for the grief you have 
caused me on account of my comrades whom 
you have killed in battle.’' 

He poised his spear as he spoke and 
hurled it. Hector saw it coming and avoided it; 
he watched it and crouched down so that it 
flew over his head and stuck in the ground 
beyond; Minerva then snatched it up and gave 
it back to Achilles without Hector’s seeing her; 
Hector thereon said to the son of Peleus, “You 
have missed your aim, Achilles, peer of the 
ods, and Jove has not yet revealed to you the 
our of my doom, though you made sure that 
he had done so. You were a false-tongued liar 
when you deemed that I should forget my val- 
our and quail before you. You shall not drive 
your spear into the back of a runaway— drive 
it, should heaven so grant you power, drive it 
into me as I make straight towards you; and 
now for your own part avoid my spear if you 
can— would that you might receive the whole 
of it into your body; if you were once dead the 
Trojans would find the war an easier matter, 
for it is you who have banned them most.” 

[289] He poised his spear as he spoke and 
hurled it. His aim was true for he hit the 
middle of Achilles' shield, but the spear re- 
bounded from it, and did not pierce it. Hector 
was angry when he saw that the w'eapon had 
sped from his hand in vain, and stood there in 
dismay for he had no second spear. With a loud 
cry he called Dci’phobus and asked him for one, 
but there was no man; then he s£iw the truth 
and said to himself, “Alas! the gods have lured 
me on to my destruction. I deemed that the 
hero Dei'phobus was by my side, but he is 
within the wall, and Minerva has inveigled 
me; death is now indeed exceedingly near at 
hand and there is no way out of it— for so Jove 
and his son Apollo the far-darter have willed 
it, though heretofore they have been ever ready 
to protect me. My doom has come upon me; 
let me not then die ingloriously and without a 
struggle, but let me first do some great thing 
that^all be told among men hereafter.” 

/3067 As he spoke he drew the keen blade 
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that hung so great and strong by his side, and 
gathering hbnself together he sprang on Achil- 
les like a soaring eagle which swoops down 
from the clouds on to some lamb or timid hare 
—even so did Hector brandish his sword and 
spring upon Achilles. Achilles mad with rage 
darted towards him, with his wondrous shield 
before his breast, and his gleaming helmet, 
made with four layers of metal, nodding fiercely 
forward. The thick tresses of gold with which 
Vulcan had crested the helmet floated round it, 
and as the evening star that shines brighter 
than all others through the stillness of night, 
even such was the gleam of the spear which 
Achilles poised in his right hand, fraught with 
the death of noble Hector. He eyed his fair 
flesh over and o\'cr to see where he could best 
wound it, but all was protected by the goodly 
armour of which I lector had spoiled Patroclus 
after he had slain him, save only the throat 
w^herc the collar-bones divide the neck from 
the shoulders, and this is a most deadly place: 
here then did Achilles strike him as he was 
coming on towards him, and the point of his 
spear w^ent right through the fleshy part of the 
neck, but it did not sever his windpipe so that 
he could still speak. 1 lector fell headlong, and 
Achilles vaunted over him saying, “I lector, you 
deemed that you should cornc olf scatheless 
when you were spoiling Patroclus, and recked 
not of myself who was not with him. Fool that 
you were: for I, his comrade, mightier far than 
he, was still left behind him at the ships, and 
now' 1 have laid you low'. The Achieans shall 
give him all due fiineial rites, while dogs and 
vultures shall work their will upon yourself.” 

[y,^8j Then I lector said, as the life ehhed 
out of him, “1 pray you by your life and knees, 
and by your parents, let not dogs devour me at 
the ships of the Achacans, but accept the rich 
treasure of gold and bronze which my father 
and mother will offer you, and send my body 
home, that the Trojans and their wives may 
give me my dues of fire when I am dead.” 

[^44] Achilles glared at him and answered, 
“Dog, talk not to me neither of knees nor par- 
ents; would that I could he as suite of being able 
to cut your flesh into pieces and^eat it raw, for 
the ill you have done me, as I aih that nothing 
shall save you from the dogs— it shall not be, 
though they bring ten or twenty- fold ransom 
and w'cigh it out for me on the spot, with prom- 
ise of yet more hereafter. Though Priam son 
of Dardanus should bid them offer me your 
weight in gold, even so your mother shall never 
lay you out and make lament over the son she 
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bore, but dogs and vultures shall eat you utterly 

up/* 

Hector with his dying breath then 
said, "1 know you what you are, and was sure 
that 1 should not move you, for your heart is 
hard as iron; look to it that 1 bring not heaven s 
anger upon you on the day when Paris and 
Plurbus Apollo, valiant though you be, shall 
slay you at the Sc«Tan gates.” 

[^6i] When he had thus said the shrouds 
of death enfolded him, whereon his soul w'cnt 
out of him and Hew down to the house of Ha- 
des, lamenting its sad fate that it should enjoy 
youth and strength no longer. But Achilles 
said, speaking to the dead body, ”Die; for my 
part 1 \\ill acce])r my fate whensoever Jove and 
the other gods see ht to send it.” 

[3,67] As he spoke he drew his spear from 
tlu- l)ody and set it on one side; then he stripped 
the blood-stained armour from I Icctor^s shoul- 
ders while the other Achieans came running up 
to view his wondrous strength and beauty; and 
no one came near him without giving him a 
fresh woimd/l Leii wouLl one turn to his neigh- 
bour and sav, ‘It is easier to handle 1 lector now 
than when he was flinging fire on to our ships” 
-and as he spoke he would thrust his spear 
into him anew, 

/ ^ rh ] W'hen Achilles had done spoiling Hec- 
tor of Ills armour, he stood among the Argives 
and said, ‘‘My friends, princes and counsellors 
of the Argives, now that heaven has vouch- 
safed us to overcome this man, wlio has done 
us more hurt than all the others together, con- 
sider w^hether wc should not attack the city in 
force, and discover in what mind the Trojans 
may be. We should thus Icaru v\’hclher they 
will desert their city now that Hector has fallen, 
or will still hold out even though he is no longer 
living. But why argue with myself in this way, 
while Patroclus is still lying at the ships unhur- 
ied, and unmourned— he whom I can never for- 
get so long as I am alive and my strength fails 
not? Though men forget their dead when once 
they are within the house of I lades, yet not 
even there will I forget the comrade whom I 
'have lost. Now, therefore, Achiean youths, let 
us raise the song of victory and go back to the 
ships taking this man alongwith us; for we have 
achieved a mighty triumph and have slain noble 
Hector to whom the Trojans prayed throughout 
their city as though he were a god.** 

[395] On this he treated the body of Hector 
with contumely: he pierced the sinews at the 
hack of both his feet from heel to ancle and 
passed thongs of ox-bidc through the slits he 
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had made: thus he made the Ixxly fast to his 
chariot, letting the head trail upon the ground. 
Then wdien he had put the goodly armour on 
the chaiiot and had himself mounted, he lashed 
his horses on and they flew forward nothing 
loth. The dust rose from I lector as he w^as being 
dragged along, his dark hair flew' all abroad, and 
his head once so comely was laid low on earth, 
for Jo\ e had now delivered him into the hands 
of his foes to do him outrage in his own land. 

/405/ Thus was the head of Hector being 
dishonoured in the dust. His mother tore her 
hair, and flung her veil from her with a loud cry 
as she looked upon her son. His father made 
piteous moan, and throughout the city the peo- 
ple fell to weeping and wailing It was as though 
the whole of frowning Tlius was being smirched 
with fire. Hardly could the people hold Priam 
back in his hot haste to rush without the gates 
of the city. lie grovelled in the mire and be- 
sought them, calling each one of them by his 
name. “Lot be, my friends,” he cried, “and for 
all your sorrow, suffer me to go single-handed 
to the ships of the Acha?ans. Let me beseech this 
cruel and terrible man, if maybe he will respect 
the feeling of his fcllow-mcn, and have com- 
passion on my old age. 1 Ijs own father is c\’en 
such anotlier as myself— Peleus, who bred him 
and reaied him to be the banc of us Trojans, 
and of myself more than of all others. Many a 
son of mine has he slain in the flower of his 
youth, and vet, grieve for these as 1 may, I do 
so for onc’— Hector— more than for them all, 
and the bitterness of my sorrow will bring me 
doivn to the house oi I lades. Would that he 
had died in my arms, for so both his ill starred 
mother who horc him, and myself, should have 
had the comfort of weeping and mourning over 
him.” 

[4Z0] Thus did he speak with many tears, 
and all the people of the city joined in his la- 
ment. Hecuba then raised the cry of w'ailing 
among the Trojans. “r\las, my son,” she cried, 
“what have I left to live for now that you are 
no more? Night and day did I glory in you 
throughout the city, for you were a tower of 
strength to all in Troy, and both men and 
women alike hailed you as a god. So long as 
you lived vou were their pride, but now death 
and destruction have fallen upon you.” 

[437/ Hector’s wife had as yet heard noth- 
ing, for no one had come to tell her that her 
husband had remained without the gates. She 
was at her loom in an inner part of the house, 
weaving a double purjilc web, and embroider- 
ing it with many flowers. She told her maids 
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to set a large tripod on the fire, so as to have a 
warm bath ready for Hector when he came out 
of battle; poor woman, she knew not that he 
w^as now beyond the reach of baths, and that 
Miner\'a had laid him low by the hands of 
Achilles. She heard the cry coming as from the 
wall, and trembled in every limb; the shuttle 
fell from her hands, and again she spoke to her 
waiting-women. *‘Two of you,’* she Siiid, **come 
with me that I may Icam what it is that has be- 
fallen; I heard the voice of my husband’s hon- 
oured mother; my own heart beats as though it 
would come into my mouth and my limbs re- 
fuse to emry me; some great misfortune for Pri- 
am’s children must be at hand. May I never 
live to hear it, but 1 greatly fear that Achilles 
has cut off the retreat of brave i lector and has 
chased him on to the plain where he w'as single 
handed; I fear he may have put an end to the 
reckless daring which possessed my husband, 
who w'ould never remain with the body of his 
men, but would dash on far in front, foremost 
of them all in valour.’* 

[460] Her heart beat fast, and as she spoke 
she flew' from the house like a maniac, w’ith her 
waiting-women following after. When she 
reached the battlements and the crowd of peo- 
ple, she stood looking out upon the wall, and 
saw Hector being borne away in front of the 
city— the horses dragging him without heed or 
care over the ground towards the ships of the 
Achaeans. Her eyes were then shrouded as with 
the darkness of night and she fell fainting back- 
wards. She tore the tiring Irom her head and 
flung it from her, the frontlet and net with its 
plaited band, and the veil which golden Venus 
had given her on the day when Hector took 
her with him from the house of Ection, after 
having given countless gifts of wooing for her 
sake. Her husband’s sisters and the wives of his 
brothers crowded round her and supported her, 
for she was fain to die in her distraction; when 
she again presently breathed and came to her- 
self, she sobbed and made lament among the 
Trojans saying, “Woe is me, O Hector; woe, 
indeed, that to share a common lot we w'ere 
bom, you at Troy in the house of Priam, and I 
at Thebes under the wocxled mountain of Pla- 


cus in the house of Eetion who brought me up 
when I was a child— ill-starred sire of an ill- 
starred daughter— would that he had never be- 
gotten me. You are now going into the house 
of Hades undci the secret places of the earth, 
and you leave me a sorrowing widow in your 
house. The child, of whom you and I arc the 
unhappy parents, is as yet a mere infant. Now 
that you arc gone, O Hector, you can do noth- 
ing for him nor he for you. Even though he es- 
cape the horrors of this woful war with the 
Acha^ans, yet shall his life henceforth be one 
of labour and sorrow, for others will seize his 
lands. The day that robs a child of his parents 
severs him from his own kind; his head is 
bowled, his cheeks are wet with tears, and he 
will go about destitute among the friends of his 
father, plucking one by the cloak and another 
by the shirt. Some one or other of these may so 
far pity him as to hold the cup for a moment 
towards him and let him moisten his lips, but 
he must not drink enough to wet the roof of 
his mouth; then one whose parents arc alive 
will drive him from the table with blows and 
angry words. ‘Out with you,’ he will s<iy, ‘you 
have no father here,’ and the child will go cry- 
ing back to his widowed mother— he, Astyanax, 
who crcvvliile would sit u}X)n his father’s knees, 
and have none but the daintiest and clioicest 
morsels set before him. When he had played 
till he was tired and went to ?iccp, he w^ould 
lie in a bed, in the anns of his nurse, on a soft 
couch, knowing neither want nor care, whereas 
now that he has lost his father his lot will be 
full of hardship— he, whom the Trojans name 
Astyanax, because you, O Hector, were the 
only defence of their gates and battlements, lire 
wriggling w^rithing worms will now cat you at 
the ships, far from your parents, when the dogs 
have glutted themselves upon you. You will lie 
naked, although in your house you have 6 ne 
and goodly raiment made by the hands of 
women. This will I now bum; it is of no use 
to you, for you can never again wear it, and 
thus you will have respect ^owb you by the 
Trojans both men and women.’* 

[$!$] In such wise did she ci(y aloud amid 
her tears, and the women joined ip her lament. 
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T IIUS did they make their moan through- 
out the city, while the Acha?ans when 
they reached the Hellespont went back 
every man to his own ship. But Achilles would 
not let the Myrmidons go, and spoke to his 
brave comrades saying, “Myrmidons, famed 
horsemen and my own trusted fnends, not yet, 
forsooth, let us unyoke, but with horse and 
( hariot draw near to the body and mourn Patro- 
cius, in due honour to the dead. When we have 
bad full comfort of lamentation we will unyoke 
our horses and take supper all of us here.'* 

[12] On this they all joined in a cry of wail- 
ing and Achilles 'itd them in their lament. 
Ill rice did they drive their chariots all sorrow- 
ing round the body, and Thetis stirred within 
them a still deeper yearning. 1 ho sands of the 
seashore and the men’s armour were wet with 
their weeping, so great a minister of fear was he 
whom they had lost. Chief in all their mourn- 
ing was the son of Peleus: he laid his blood- 
stained hand on the breast of his friend. “Fare 
well,” he cried, “Patroclus, even in the house of 
Hades. I w'ill now do all that I crevvliilc prom- 
ised you; 1 will drag I lector hither and let dogs 
devour him raw'; twelve noble sons of Trojans 
will I also slay before your pyre to avenge you.” 

[24] As he spoke he treated the body of noble 
Hector with contumely, laying it at lull length 
in the dust beside the bier of Patroclus. 1 he 
others then put off every man his armour, took 
the horses from their chariots, and seated them- 
selves in great multitude by the ship of the fleet 
descendant of /Facus, who thereon feasted them 
with an abundant funeral hancjuct. Many a 
goodly ox, with meny a sheep and bleating goat 
did they butcher and cut up; many a tusked 
})oar moreover, fat and well-fed, did they singe 
and set to roast in the flames of Vulcan; and 
rivulets of blood flowed all round the place 
where the body was lying. 

[35] Then the princes of the Acha^ans took 
the son of Peleus to Agamemnon, but hardly 
could they persuade him to come with them, so 
wroth was he for the death of his comrade. As 
soon as they reached Agamemnon’s tent they 
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told the serving-men to set a large tripod over 
the fire, in case they might persuade the sun of 
Peleus to wash the clotted gore from this body, 
hut he denied them sternly, and swore it with 
a solemn oath, saying, “Nay, by King Jove, first 
and mightiest of all gods, it is not meet that 
w'atcr should touch my body, till 1 have laid 
Patroclus on the flames, have built him a bar- 
row, and shaved my head -for so long as I live 
no such second sorrow shall ever draw' nigh me. 
Now, therefore, let us do all that this sad festi- 
val demands, but at break of day. King Aga- 
memnon, bid your men bring w'txid, and pro 
vide all else that the dead may duly take into 
the realm of darkness; the fire shall thus burn 
him out of our sight the sooner, and the people 
shall turn again to their own labours.'' 

[S4] I hus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said. They made haste to prepare the 
meal, they ate, and every man had his full share 
so that all were satisfied. As soon as they had 
had enough to cal and drink, the others went to 
their rest each in his ow’n tent, but the son of 
Peleus lay grieving among his Myrmidons by 
the shore of the s(‘unding sea, in an open place 
where the weaves came surging in one after an- 
other. Here a very deep slumber took hold upon 
him and eased the burden of Ins sorrows, for 
his limhsw ere w eary w ith chasing Hector round 
windy Ilius. Presently the sad spirit of Patro- 
clus drew near him, like what he had been in 
stature, voice, and the light of his beaming eyes, 
clad, too, as he h.id been clad in life. The spirit 
hovered over his head and said-— 

[60] ‘Toil sleep, Achilles, and have forgot- 
ten me; you lo\ cd me living, but now' that I am 
dead vou think for me no further. Bury me with 
d] speed th.it I may pass the gates of Hades; 
the ghosts, vain shadows of men that can labour 
no more, drive me away from them; they will 
not yet suffer me to join those that arc beyond 
the river, and I wander all desolate by the wide 
gales of ihc house of Hades. Give me now your 
hand 1 pray you, for when you have once given 
me my dues of fire, never shall I again come 
forth out of the house of Hades. Nevermore 
1 
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shall we sit apart and take sweet counsel among 
the living; the cruel fate which was my birth- 
right has Vitvvned its wide jaws around me— nay, 
you too Achilles, peer of gods, arc doomed to 
die beneath the wall of the noble Trojans. 

[82] “One prayer more will I make you, if 
you will grant it; let not my bones be laid apart 
from yours, Achilles, but with them; even as we 
w^ere brought up together in your own home, 
what time Mencetius brought me to you as a 
child from Opoeis because by a sad spite T had 
killed the son of Amphidamas— not of set pur- 
ose, but in childish quarrel over the dice. The 
night Peleus took me into his house, entreated 
me kindly, and named me to be your squire; 
therefore let our bones lie in but a single urn, 
the two-handled golden vase given to you by 
your mother.” 

[93J And Achilles answered, “Why, true 
heart, arc you come hither to lay these charges 
upon me? I will of my own self do all as you 
have bidden me. Draw closer to me, let us once 
more throw our arms around one another, and 
find sad comfort in the sharing of our sorrows.” 

[99] kic opened his arms towards him as 
he spoke and would have clasped him in them, 
but there was nothing, and the spirit vanished 
as a vapour, gibbering and whining into the 
earth. Achilles sprang to his feet, smote his two 
hands, and made lamentation saying, “Of a 
truth even in the house of Hades there are 
ghosts and phantoms that have no life in them; 
all night long the sad spirit of Patroclus l\as 
hovered over my head making piteous moan, 
telling me what I am to do for him, and looking 
wondrously like himself.” 

[108] Thus did he speak and his wmds set 
them all weeping and mourning about the poor 
dumb dead, till rosy-fingered morn appeared. 
Then King Agamemnon sent men and mules 
from all parts of the camp, to bring wood, and 
Meriones, squire to Idomeneus, w’as in charge 
over them. They went out w^ith woodmen 
axes and strong ropes in their hands, and before 
them w^ent the mules. Up hill and down dale 
did they go, by straight ways and crooked, and 
when they reached the heights of marty-foun- 
tained Ida, they laid their axes to the roots of 
many a tall branching oak that came thunder- 
ing dowm as they felled it. ^Flicy split the trees 
and bound them behind the mules, which then 
wended their way as they best could through 
the thick brushwood on to the plain. All who 
had been cutting wood bore logs, for so Merio- 
nes squire to Idomeneus had bidden them, and 
they threw them down in a line upon the sea- 


shore at the place w^here Achilles would make 
a mighty monument for Patroclus and for him- 
self. 

[izy] When they had thrown down their 
great logs of wood over the whole ground, they 
stayed all of them where they were, but Achil- 
les ordered his brave Myrmidons lo gird on 
their armour, and to yoke each man his horses; 
they therefore rose, girded on their annour and 
mounted each his chariot— they and their chari- 
oteers with them. I’he chariots went before, 
and they that were on foot followed as a cloud 
in their tens of thousands after. In the midst of 
them his comrades bore Patroclus and covered 
him w ith the locks of their hair which they cut 
off and threw upon his body. Last came Achil- 
les with his head bowled for sorrow, so noble a 
comrade was he taking to the house of I lades. 

/ 7 38/ When they came to the place of which 
Achilles had told them they laid the body down 
and built up the w^ood. Achilles then bethought 
him of another matter. I le went a space away 
from the pyre, and cut ofF the yellow lock which 
he had let grow for the river Spercheius. He 
looked all sorrowfully out upon the dark sea, 
and said, “Spercheius, in vain did my father 
Peleus vow to you that when I returned homo 
to my loved native land I should cut off this 
lock and offer you a holy hecatomb; fifty he-goats 
was 1 to sacrifice to you there at your springs, 
where is your grove and your alur fragrant with 
bumt-oflerings. 1 hus did my father vow, but 
you have not fulfilled his prayer; now, there- 
fore, that 1 shall see my home no more, 1 give 
this lock as a keepsake to the hero Patroclus.” 

[i^z] As he spoke he placed the lock in the 
hands of his dear comrade, and all who stood by 
were filled with yearning and lamentation. The 
sun would have gone down upon their mourn- 
ing had not Achilles presently said to Agamem- 
non, “Son of Atreus, for it is to you that the 
people wall give car, there is a time to mourn 
and a time to cease from mourning; bid the peo- 
ple now leave the pyie and set about getting 
their dinners: wc, to whom the dead is dearest, 
will see to what is wanted herc^ and let the 
other princes also stay by me.” ; 

[161] When King AgamemnOn heard this 
he dismissed the people to their sliips, but those 
who w'cre about the dead heaped up wood and 
built a pyre a hundred feet this way and that; 
then they laid the dead all sorrowfully upon 
the top of it. They flayed and dressed many fat 
sheep and oxen before the pyre, and Achilles 
took fat from all of them and wrapped the body 
therein from head to foot, heaping the flayed 



BOOK XXIII 


carcases all round it. Against the bier he leaned 
two-handled jars of honey and unguents; four 
proud horses did he then cast upon the pyre, 
groaning the while he did so. The dead hero 
had had nine house-dogs;twoof them did Achil- 
les slay and threw upon the pyre; he also put 
twelve brave sons of noble Trojans to the sword 
and laid them with the rest, for he was full of 
bitterness and fury. Then he committed all to 
the resistless and devouring might of the fire; 
he groaned aloud and called on his dead com- 
rade by name. ‘"Fare well/' he cried, “Patrocliis, 
even in the house of Hades; 1 am now doing 
all that I have promised you. Tw’clve brave sons 
of noble Trojans shall the flames consume along 
with yourself, but dogs, not fire, shall devour 
the flesh of 1 lector son t)f Priam." 

[1H4] d ims did he vaunt, but the dogs came 
not about the body of Hector, for Jove's daugh- 
ter Venus kept them off him night and day, 
and anointed him with ambrosial oil of roses 
that his flesh might not be torn when Achilles 
was dragging him about. Phoebus Apollo morc- 
ovcT sent a ( loud from heaven to earth, 
which gave shade to the whole place W'hcre 
Hector lay, that the heat of the sun might not 
parch his liody. 

/ Kj^l Now' the pyre about dead Patroclus 
w’ould not kindle. Achilles therefore bethought 
him ot another matter; he w'ent apart and prayed 
to the two winds P)oreas and Zephyrus, vow'ing 
them goodly oflerings. I le made them many 
drink oflerings from his golden cup, and be- 
sought them to conic and help him that the 
wood might make haste to kindle and the dead 
bodies be consumed. Fleet Iris heard him pray- 
ing and started off to fetch the winds. They 
were holding high feast in the house of boister- 
ous Zephyrus when Iris came running up to the 
stone threshold of the house and stood there, 
but as soon as they set eyes on her they all came 
towards her and each of them called her to him, 
hut Ins W'oukl not sit down. "I cannot stay," 
she said, "I must go back to the streams of Oce- 
anus and the land of the Ethiopians who are 
offering hecatombs to the immortals, and I 
would have my share; but Achilles prays that 
Boreas and shrill Zephyrus will come to him, 
and he vows them goodly offerings; he would 
have you blow upon the pyre of Patroclus for 
whom all the Achaeans are lamenting." 

[212] With this she left them, and the two 
winds rose with a ci*y that rent the air and swept 
the clouds before them. They blew on and on 
until they came to the sea, and the waves rose 
high beneath them, but when they reached 


163 

Troy they fell upon the pyre till the mighty 
flames roared under the blast that they blew. 
All night long did they blow hard and beat upon 
the fire, and all night long did Achilles grasp 
his double cup, drawing w'inc from a mixing- 
bowl of gold, and calling upon the spirit of dead 
Patroclus as he poured it U|X)n the ground until 
the earth was drenched. As a father mourns 
when he is burning the bones of his bridegroom 
son whose deatli has wrung the hearts of his 
parents, even so did Achilles mourn while burn- 
ing the body of his comrade, pacing round the 
bier with piteous groaning and lamentation. 

f 126 ] At length as the Morning Star was be- 
ginning to herald the light which saffi on-man- 
tled Dawn was soon to suffuse over tlic sea, the 
flames fell and the fire began to die. I’he winds 
tlicn went home beyond the Thracian sea, 
which roared and boiled as they swept over it. 
The son of Peleus now turned away from tlie 
pyre and lay down, overcome with toil, till he 
fell into a sweet slumber. Presently they who 
were about the son of Atreus drew near in a 
body, and roused him with the noise and tramp 
of their coming. I Ic sate upriglit and said, "Son 
of Atreus, and all other princes of the Achasans, 
first pour red wine everywhere upon the fire 
and quench it; let us then gather the bones of 
Patroclus son of Menoi^tius, singling them out 
vvitli care; they arc easily found, for they lie in 
the middle of the pyre, while all else, both men 
and horses, has been thrown in a heap and 
burned at the outer edge. Wc will lay the bones 
in a golden um, in two lavers of fat, against the 
time when I shall myself go down into the house 
of Hades. As for the barrow, labour not to raise 
a great one now, hut such as is reasonable. Aft- 
erwards, let those Achscans who may be left at 
the ships when 1 am gone, build it both broad 
and high." 

[249] Thus he spoke and they obeyed the 
word of the son of Peleus. First they poured red 
wine upon the thick layer of ashes and quenched 
the fire. With many tears they singled out the 
whitened bones of tlieir loved comrade and laid 
them within a golden urn in two layers of fat; 
they then covered the urn with a linen cloth 
and took it inside the tent. They marked off the 
circle where the barrow should be, made a foun- 
dation for it about the pyre, and forthwith 
heaped up the earth. When they had thus 
raised a mound they were going away, but Achil- 
les stayed the people and made them sit in as- 
sembly. He brought prizes from the ships— 
cauldrons, tripods, horses and mules, noble 
oxen, women with fair girdles, and swart iron. 
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[z 6 i] The first prize he ofFered was for the 
chariot races— a woman skilled in all useful arts, 
and a three-legged cauldron that had ears for 
handles, and would hold twenty-two measures. 
This was for the man who came in first. For the 
second there was a six-year old mare, unbroken, 
and in foal to a he-ass; the third was to have a 
goodly cauldron that had never yet been on the 
fire; it was still bright as when it left the maker, 
and w^ould hold four measures. Tlie fourth 
prize was tw'o talents of gold, and the fifth a 
two-handled um as yet unsoiled by smoke. Then 
he stood up and spoke among the Argives say- 
ing— 

[272] *'Son of Atreus, and all other Achae- 
ans, these are the prizes that lie waiting the win- 
ners of the chariot races. At any other time I 
should carry off the first prize and take it to my 
own tent; you know how far my steeds excel all 
others— for they are immortal; Neptune gave 
diem to my father Peleus, who in his turn gave 
them to myself; hut I shall hold aloof, I and my 
steeds that have lost their brave and kind driver, 
who many a time has washed them in clear 
water and anointed their manes with oil. See 
how they stand weeping here, with their manes 
trailing on the ground in the extremity of their 
so^^ow^ But do you others set yourselves in order 
throughout the host, w^hosoever has confidence 
in his horses and in the strength of his chariot.** 

[zSy] Thus spoke the son of Peleus and the 
drivers of chariots bestirred themselves. First 
among them all uprose Eumelus, king of men, 
son of Admetus, a man excellent in horseman- 
ship. Next to him rose miglity Diomed son of 
Tydeus; he yoked the Trojan horses which he 
had taken from /Eneas, w^hen Apollo bore him 
out of the fight. Next to him. yellow-haired 
Menelaus son of Atreus rose and yoked his fleet 
horses, Agamemnon's mare /Ethe, and his own 
horse Podargus. I'he mare had been given to 
Agamemnon by Echepolus son of Anchises, 
that he might not have to follow him to llius, 
but might stay at home and take his ease; for 
Jove had endowed him with great wealth and 
he lived in spacious Sicyon. Tin’s mare, all eager 
for the race, did Menelaus put under the yoke. 

[^01] Fourth in order Antilochus, son to no- 
ble Nestor son of Neleus, made ready his horses. 
These were bred in Pylos, and his father came 
up to him to give him good advice of which, 
however, he stood in but little need. ^'Antilo- 
chus," said Nestor, **you arc young, but Jove 
and Neptune have loved you well, and have 
made you an excellent horseman. I need not 
therefore say much by way of instruction. You 
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are skilful at wheeling your horses round the 
post, but the horses themselves are veiy slow, 
and it is this that will, I fear, mar your chances. 
The other drivers know less than you do, but 
their horses are fleeter; therefore, my dear son, 
see if you cannot hit upon some artifice whereby 
you may insure that the prize shall not slip 
through your fingers. The woodman does more 
by skill than by brute force; by skill the pilot 
guides his storm-tossed barque over the sea, and 
so by skill one driver can beat another. If a man 
leaves all to his horses, they will go wide in 
rounding the posts at either end of the course; 
he has no command over them and cannot keep 
them from swerving this way and that, whereas 
a man who knows what he is doing may have 
worse horses, but he will keep them well in hand 
when he secs the doubling-post; he knows the 
precise moment at which to pull the rein, and 
keeps his eye well on the man in front of him. 
I will give you this certain token which cannot 
escape your notice. There is a stump of a dead 
tree— oak or pine as it may be— some six feet 
above the ground, and not yet rotted aw^ay by 
rain; it stands at the fork of the road; it has two 
white stones set one on each side, and there is 
a clear course all round it. It may have been a 
monument to some one long since dead, or it 
may have been used as a doubling-post in days 
gone by; now, however, it has been fixed on by 
Achilles as the mark round wl^ph the chariots 
shall turn; hug it as close as you can, but ns you 
stand in your chariot lean over a little U) the 
left; urge on your right-hand horse with voice 
and lash, and give him a loose rein, but let the 
left-hand horse keep so close in, that the nave 
of your wheel shall almost graze the post; but 
mind the stone, or you will wound your horses 
and break your chariot in pieces, which would 
be sport for others but confusion for yourself. 
Therefore, my dear son, mind well what you arc 
about, for if you can be first to round the post 
there is no chance of any one giving you the go- 
by later, not even though you had Adrestus’s 
horse Arion behind you— a horsf which is of 
divine race— or those of Laomed^n, which are 
the noblest in this count^)^" ; 

[349] When Nestor had male an end of 
counselling his son he sat dowi^ in his place, 
and fifth in order Meriones got rc^dy his horses. 
They then all mounted their chariots and cast 
lots. Achilles shook the helmet, and the lot of 
Antilochus son of Nestor fell out first; next came 
that of King Eumelus, and after his, those of 
Menelaus son of Atreus and of Meriones. The 
last place fell to the lot of Diomed son of Ty- 
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deus, who was the best man of them all. They 
took their places in line; Achilles showed them 
the doubling-post round which they were to 
turn, some w^ay off upon the plain; here he sta- 
tioned his father s follower Phoenix as umpire, 
to note the running, and report truly. 

[^ 6 x] At the same instant they all of them 
lashed their horses, struck them with the reins, 
and shouted at them with all their might. They 
flew full speed over the plain away from the 
ships, the dust rose from under them as it were 
a cloud or whirlwind, and their manes were all 
flying in the wind. At one moment the chariots 
seemed to touch the ground, and then again 
they bounded into the air; the drivers stood 
erect, and their hearts beat fast and furious in 
their lust of victory. Each kept calling on his 
horses, and the horses scoured the plain amid 
the clouds of dust that they raised. 

[37^1 It was when they were doing the last 
part of the course on their w'ay back towards 
the sea that their pace was strained to the ut- 
most and it was seen what each could do. The 
horses of the dcscer dant of Pheres now took the 
lead, and close behind them came the Trojan 
stallions of Diomed. They seemed as if about to 
mount Eurneluss chariot, and he could feel 
their warm breath on his back and on his broad 
shouldtTs, for their heads were close to him as 
they flew over the course. Diomed would have 
now passed him, or there would have been a 
dead heat, but Phoebus Apollo to spite him 
made him drop his whip. Tears of anger fell 
from his eyes as he saw the mares going on 
faster than ever, while his own horses lost 
ground through his having no whip. Minerva 
saw the trick which Apollo had played the son 
of Tydeus, so she brought him his whip and 
put spirit into his horses; moreover she went 
after the son of Adrnctus in a rage and broke 
his yoke for him; the mares went one to one 
side the course, and the other to the other, and 
the pole was broken against the ground. Eumc- 
lus was thrown from his chariot close to the 
wheel; his elbows, mouth, and nostrils were all 
tom, and his forehead was bruised above his 
eyebrows; his eyes hllcd with tears and he could 
And no utterance. But the son of Tydeus turned 
his horses aside and shot far ahead, for jVlinerva 
put fresh strength into them and covered Di- 
omed himself with glory. 

1 401] Menelaus son of Atreus came next be- 
hind him, but Antilochus called to his fathers 
horses. ‘*On with you Ixith,'^ he cried, ‘‘and do 
your very utmost. I do not bid you try to beat 
the steeds of the son of Tydeus, for Minerva 
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has put running into them, and has covered Di- 
omed with glory; but you must overtake the 
horses of the son of Atreus and not W left be- 
hind, or /Ethe who is so fleet will taunt you. 
Why, my good fellows, are you lagging? I tell 
you, and it shall surely be— Nestor will keep 
neither of you, but will put both of you to the 
sword, if wc win any the tvorse a prize through 
your carelessness. Hie after them at your utmost 
speed; I will hit on a plan for passing them in 
a narrow part of the way, and it shall not fail 
me.*' 

[417] They feared the rebuke of their mas- 
ter, and for a short space went quicker. Pres- 
ently Antilochus saw a narrow place where the 
road had sunk. The ground was broken, for the 
w'inter’s rain had gathered and had worn the 
road so that the whole place was deepened. 
Menelaus w^as making towards it so as to get 
there first, for fear of a foul, but Antilochus 
turned his hor^ out of the way, and followed 
him a little on one side. The son of Atreus was 
afraid and shouted out, “Antilochus, you arc 
driving recklessly; rein in your horses; the road 
is too narrow here, it will be wider s(X)n, and 
you can pass me then; if you foul my chariot 
you may bring both of us to a mischief.'’ 

[4x9] But Antilochus plied his whip, and 
drove faster, as though he had not heard him. 
They went side by side for about as far as a 
young man can hurl a disc from his shoulder 
when he is trying his strength, and then Menc- 
laus’s mares drew behind, for he left olf driving 
for fear the horses should foul one another and 
upset the chariots; thus, while pressing on in 
quest of victory, they might both come head- 
long to the ground, hlenelaus then upbraided 
Antilochus and said, “There is no greater trick- 
ster living than you are; go, and bad luck go 
with you; the Achaeans say not well that y<^u 
have understanding, and come what may you 
shall not bear awa^ the prize without sworn 
protest on my part.*’ 

[442] Then he called on his horses and said 
to them, “Keep your pace, and slacken not; the 
limbs of the other horses will weaiy^ sooner than 
yours, for they are neither of them young.” 

[446] T he horses feared the rebuke of their 
master, and w'ent faster, so that they were soon 
nearly up with the others. 

I44S] Meanwhile the Achaeans from their 
seats were watching how the horses went, as 
they scoured the plain amid clouds of their own 
dust. Idomencus captain of the Cretans was 
first to make out the running, for he was not in 
the thick of the crowd, but stood on the most 
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commandingpartof the ground. The driver was 
a long way off, but Idorneneus could hear him 
shouting, and could see the foremost horse quite 
plainly—a chestnut with a round white star, 
like the moon, on its forehead. 1 le stood up and 
said among the Argivos, ''My friends, princes 
and counsellors of the Argives, can you see the 
running as well as 1 canr i Kerc seems to be an- 
other pair in front now, and another driver; 
those that led off at the start must have been 
disabled out on the plain. I .saw them at first 
making their way round tlic doubling post, but 
now, though J search the plain of Trov, I can- 
not find them. Perhaps the reins fell from the 
driver's hand so that ho lost command of his 
horses at the doubling-post, and could not turn 
it. I suppose he must have been thrown out 
there, and broken his chariot, while his marcs 
haNe left the course and gone off wildly in a 
panic. Come up and see for yourselves, I cannot 
make out for certain, hut the driver seems an 
/Etolian by descent, ruler over the Argives, 
brave Diomed the .son of Tydeus.’' 

1 47 ^] Ajax the son of Oileus took him up 
ludely and said, "Idomcncus, why should you 
he in such a hurr\' to tell us all about it, when 
the marcs arc still so far out upon the plain? 
You are none of the youngest, nor your eyes 
none of the sharpest, but you arc always laying 
down the law. You have no right to do so, for 
there arc better men hero than you are. Eumc- 
luss horses are in front now, as they always 
have been, and he is on the chariot holding the 
reins.” 

[4S1] 1 he captain of the Cretans was angry, 
and answered, "Ajax, you arc an excellent railcr, 
but you have no judgement, and are wanting 
in much else as well, for you have a vile tem- 
per. I will wager you a tnj)od or cauldron, and 
Agamemnon son of Atreus shall decide whose 
horses are first. You will then know to your 
cost.” 

f 48<S / Ajax son of Oileus was for making him 
an angry answer, and there would have been 
yet further brawling between them, had not 
Achilles risen in his place and said, "Cease your 
railing, Ajax and Idorneneus; it is not seemly; 
you would be scandali.scd if you saw any one 
else do the like: sit down and keep your eyes 
on the horses; they arc speeding towards the 
winning-post and will be here directly. You will 
then both of you know whose horses are first, 
and whose come after." 

[500] As he was speaking, the son of Tydeus 
came driving in, plying his whip lustily from 
his shoulder, and his hcjrses stepping high as 
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they flew over the course. The sand and grit 
rained thick on the driver, and the chariot in- 
laid with gold and tin ran close behind his fleet 
horses. 'I'here was little trace of wheel-marks in 
the fine dust, and the horses came flying in at 
their utmost speed. Diomed stayed them in the 
middle of the crowd, and the sweat from their 
manes and chests fell in streams on to the 
ground. Fortlnvith he sprang from his goodly 
chariot, and leaned his wliip against his horses’ 
yoke; brave Sthcnclus now lost no time, but at 
once brought on the prize, and gave the woman 
and the oar handled cauldron to his comrades 
to take away. Then he unyoked the horses. 

[^14] i\c.\t after him came in Antilochus of 
the race of N'eleus, who had passed Menelaus 
by a trick and not by the flcetncss of liis horses; 
but even so Menelaus came in as close behind 
him as the wheel is to the horse that diaws both 
the chariot and its master, 'rire end hairs of a 
horse's tail touch the tyre of the wheel, and 
there is never much space between wheel and 
horse when the chariot is going: Menelaus wa.s 
no further than this behind Antilochus, though 
at first he had been a full disc’s throw behind 
him. He had soon caught him up again, for 
Agamemnon’s mare /Ethc kept pulling stronger 
and stronger, so that if tlie course liad been 
longer he would have pas.scd lum, and tliere 
would not even have been a dead heat. Idome- 
neus's brave squire Merioncs w.i^s ahouta sptMr’s 
cast behind Menelaus. 1 lis horses were slowest 
of all, and he was the worst driver. Last of them 
all came the son of Admetus, dragging his char- 
iot and driving his horses on in front. Wdien 
Achilles saw him lie was sorry, and stood up 
among the Argues saying, "'Lhe best man is 
coming in last. Let us give him a prize for it is 
reasonable. He shall have the second, but tiie 
first must go to the son of lydeus.” 

[5.^9] T bus did he speak and the others all 
of them applauded his saying, and w'cre for do- 
ing as he had sairl, hut Nestor’s son Antilochus 
stood uj) and claimed his rights from the son of 
Peleus. "Achilles,” said he, "I shiijl take it much 
amiss if you do this thing; you would rob me of 
my prize, because you think Eupielus s chariot 
and horses were thrown out, an^ himself too, 
good man that he is. He should have prayed 
duly to the immortals; he would not have come 
in last if lie had done so. If you are sorry for 
him and so choose, you have much gold in your 
tents, with bronze, sheep, cattle and horses. 
'Lake .something from this store if you would 
have the Achieans speak well of you, and give 
him a better prize even than that which you 
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have now offered; but I will not give up the 
mare, and he that will fight me for her, let him 
come on/’ 

[SSSJ Achilles smiled as he heard this, and 
was pleased with Antilochus, who was one of 
his dearest comrades. So he said— 

/^5iS/ “Antilochus, if you would have me 
find Eumelus another prize, I will give him the 
bronze breastplate with a rim of tin running all 
round it which I took from Asteropaeus. It will 
be worth much money to him.” 

[s6p,] lie bade his comrade Automedon 
bring the breastplate from his tent, and he did 
so. Achilles then gave it over to Eumelus, who 
received it gladly. 

f Ihit Mcnclaus got up in a rage, furi- 
ously angry with Antilochus. An attendant 
placed his staff in his hands and bade the Ar- 
go es keep silence: the hero then addressed 
them. “Antilochus,” said he, “what is this— 
from you who have been so far blameless? You 
b;i\'e made me cut a poor figure and baulked my 
boises by Hinging your own in front of them, 
though yours are ,.i ?eb worse than mine arc; 
lh('ic‘iorc, () princes and counsellors of the Ar- 
gi\’es, judge between us and show no favour, 
l('st one oi the Achueans say, ‘Menclaus has got 
tlu‘ mare through Iving and corruption; his 
horses were far inferior to Antiloehus’s, but lie 
has gi^ater weight and influence.’ Nay, 1 will 
determine the matter mvself, and no man will 
blame me, for f sliall do what is just. Come 
here, Antilochus, and stand, as our custom is, 
wdiip in hand before voiir chariot and horses; 
lay your hand on your steeds, and swear by 
earth-encircling Neptune that you did not pur- 
posely and guilefully get in the way of my 
horses.” 

/5^'d/ y\nd y\ntilocluis answered, “Forgive 
me; 1 am much younger, King Menclaus, than 
>ou arc; you stand higher than 1 do and arc the 
Ix'ttcr man of the two; you know how easily 
young men arc betrayed into indiscretion; their 
tempers are more hasty and they have less 
judgement; make due allowances therefore, and 
hearw'ith me; I will ofmyow'n accord give up the 
jnarc that 1 have won, and it you claim any fur- 
ther chattel from my own possessions, 1 would 
rather yield it to you, at once, than fall from 
your good graces henceforth, and do wrong in 
the sight of heaven.” 

[59 6 J The son of Nestor then took the mare 
and gave her over to Menelaus, whose anger 
was thus appeased; as when dew falls upon a 
field of ripening corn, and the lands are bris- 
tling with the harvest— even so, O Menelaus, 
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wasyourheart madeglad withinyou. He turned 
to Antilochus and said, “Now, Antilochus, an- 
gry though I have been, I can give w^ay to you 
of my own free will; you have never been head- 
strong nor ill-disposed hitherto, but this time 
your youth has got the better of your judge- 
ment; be careful how you outwit your bet- 
ters in future; no one else could have brought 
me round so easily, but your g(X)d father, your 
brother, and yourself have all of vou had in- 
finite trouble on my behalf; I therefore yield to 
your entreaty, and will give up the mare to 
you, mine though it indeed be; the people will 
thus sec that I am neither harsh nor vindictive.” 

[61 z] With this he gave the marc over to 
Antilochus’s comrade Noemon, and then t(X)k 
the cauldron. Meriones, who had come in 
fourth, carried off the two talents of gold, and 
the fifth prize, the two handlcd urn, being un- 
awarded, Achilles gave it to Nestor, going up 
to him among t^c assembled Argives and say- 
ing, “Take this, my good old friend, as an heir- 
loom and memorial of the funeral of Patroclus 
—for you shall see him no more among the Ar- 
gives. 1 give you this ])rizc though you cannot 
win one; you can now' neither wrestle nor fight, 
and cannot enter for the javelin-match nor foot- 
races, for the hand of age has been laid heavily 
upon you.” 

[614 ] So saying he gave the urn over to Nes- 
tor, who received it gladly and answered, “My 
son, all that you have said is true; theie is no 
strength now in my legs and feet, nor can I hit 
out with my hands from either shoulder. Would 
that I were still young and strong as when the 
Hpcans were bur>'ing King Amarvnccus in Bu- 
prasium, and his sons offered prizes in his hon- 
our. "i here was then none that could vie with 
me neither of tlie Fpcans nor the Pylians them- 
selves nor the /Ftolians. In bo.xmg I o\ercame 
Clytomedes son of Hnops, and in wrestling. 
Anca'us of Pleuron who had come forward 
against me. Iphiclus was a good runner, but I 
beat him, and threw farther with my spear than 
either Phyleus or Polydorus. In chariot racing 
alone did the two sons of Actor surpass me by 
crowding their horses in front of me, for they 
were angry at the way victory had gone, and at 
the greater part of the prizes remaining in the 
place in which they had been offered. They 
were twins, and the one kept on holding the 
reins, and holding the reins, while the other 
plied the whip. Such was I then, but now I 
must leave these matters to younger men; I 
must bow before the weight of years, but in 
those days I was eminent among heroes. And 
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now, sir, go on with the funeral contests in hon- 
our of your comrade: gladly do 1 accept this 
um, and my heart rejoices that you do not for- 
get me but are ever mindful of my goodwill to- 
wards you, and of the respect due to me from 
the Achacans. For all which may the grace of 
heiwen be vouchsafed you in great abundance/' 

[6^0] Thereon the son of Peleus, when he 
had listened to all the thanks of Nestor, went 
about among the concourse of the Achaeans, 
and presently offered prizes for skill in the pain- 
ful art of boxing. He brought out a strong mule, 
and made it fast in the middle of the crowd— a 
she-mulc never yet broken, but six years old— 
when it is hardest of all to break them: this was 
for the victor, and for the vanquished he offered 
adoublecup. Then he stood up and said among 
the Argives, '‘Son of Atreus, and all other 
Achseans, I invite our two champion boxers to 
lay about them lustily and compete for these 
prizes. He to whom Apollo vouchsafes the 
greater endurance, and whom the Achaeans 
acknowledge as victor, shall take the mule back 
with him to his own tent, while he that is van- 
quished shall have the double cup." 

[664 ] As he spoke there stood up a champion 
both brave and of great stature, a skilful boxer, 
Epeus, son of Panopeus. He laid his hand on 
the mule and said, “Let the man who is to have 
the cup come hither, for none hut myself will 
take the mule. 1 am the best boxer of all here 
present, and none can beat me. Is it not enough 
that I should fall short of you in actual fight- 
ing? Still, no man can be good at ever^'thing. I 
tell you plainly, and it shall come true; if any 
man will box with me 1 will bmise his hody 
and break his bones; therefore let his friends 
stay here in a body and be at hand to take him 
aw'ay when I have done with him." 

[6y6] They all held their peace, and no man 
rose save Euryalus son of Mccisteus, who was 
son of Talaus. Mecisteus went once to Thebes 
after the fall of Gldipus, to attend his funeral, 
and he beat all the people of Cadmus. The son 
of Tydeus was Euryalus's second, cheering him 
on and hoping heartily that he would win. 
First he put a waistband round him 'md then 
he gave him some well-cut thongs of ox hide, 
the two men being now girt went into the mid- 
dle of the ring, and immediately fell to; heavily 
indeed did they punish one another and lay 
about them with their brawny fists. One could 
hear the honid crashing of their jaws, and they 
sweated from every pore of their skin. Presently 
Epeiis came on and gave Euryalus a blow on 
the jaw as he was looking round; Euryalus could 
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not keep his legs; they gave way under him in 
a moment and lie sprang up with a bound, as a 
fish leaps into the air near some shore that is 
all bestrewn with sea-wrack, when Boreas furs 
the top of the waves, and then falls back into 
deep water. But noble Epciis caught hold of 
him and raised him up: his comrades also came 
round him and led him from the ring, unsteady 
in his gait, his head hanging on one side, and 
spitting great clots of gore. They set him down 
in a swoon and then went to fetch the double 
cup. 

[700] The son of Pclcus now brought out 
the prizes for the third contest and show'cd 
them to the Argives. These were for the pain- 
ful art of wrestling. For the winner there was 
a great tripod ready for setting upon the fire, 
and the Achaeans valued it among thcm.selves 
at twelve oxen. For the loser he brought out a 
woman skilled in all manner of arts, and they 
valued herat four oxen. He rose and said among 
the Argives, “Stand forward, you who will es- 
say this contest." 

[70S] Forthwith uprose great Ajax tlie son 
of Telamon, and crafty Ulysses, full of wiles 
rose also. 'Fhc two girded themselves and went 
into the middle of the ring. 1 hey gripped each 
other in their strong hands like the rafters 
which some maslcr-buildcr frames for the roof 
of a high house to keep the wind out. Iheir 
backbones cracked as they tugged at one an- 
other with their mighty arms— and sweat rained 
from them in torrents. Many a bloody weal 
sprangup on their sides and shoulders, but they 
kept on striving with might and main lor vic- 
tory and to win the tripod. Ulysses could not 
throw Ajax, nor Ajax him; Ulysses was too 
strong for him; but when the Achieans began 
to tire of watching them, Ajax said to Ulysses, 
“Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, you shall either 
lift me, or I you, and let jove settle it between 
us." 

[725] He lifted him from the ground as he 
spoke, but Ulysses did not forget his cunning. 
He hit Ajax in the hollow at the back of his 
knee, so that he could not keeb his feet, but 
fell on his back with Ulysses tying upon his 
chest, and all who saw it marvelled. Then 
Ulysses in turn lifted Ajax anq stirred him a 
little from the ground but could not lift him 
right olf it, his knee sank undet him, and the 
two fell side by side on the groutid and were all 
begrimed with dust. They now sprang towards 
oiie another and were for wrestling yet a third 
time, but Achilles rose and stayed them. “Put 
not each other further," said he, “to such cruel 
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suffering; the victory is with both alike, take 
each of you an equal prize, and let the other 
Achaeans now compete/' 

I73S] Thus did he speak and they did even 
as he had said, and put on their shirts again 
after wiping the dust from off their bodies. 

[ 740 ] The son of Pclcus then offered prizes 
for speed in running— a mixing-bowl beauti- 
fully wrought, of pure silver. It would hold 
six measures, and far exceeded all others in the 
whole world for beauty; it was the work of cun- 
ning artificers in Sidon, and had been brought 
into port by Phtenicians from beyond the sea, 
who had made a present of it to Thoas. Euc- 
iieus son of Jason had given it to Patroclus in 
ransom of Priam’s son Lycaon, and Achilles 
now offered it as a prize in honour of his com- 
rade to him who should be the swiftest runner. 
For tile second prize he offered a large ox, well 
fattened, while for the last there was to be 
half a talent of gold. He then rose and said 
among the Argives, "Stand forward, you who 
will essay this contest.” 

[754] Forthwith {, prose fleet Ajax son of 
Oileus, with cujining Ulysses, and Nestor’s son 
Antilochus, the fastest runner among all the 
youth of his time. They stood side hy side and 
Achilles shou'cd them the goal. The course 
was set out for them from the starting-post, and 
the son of Oileus took the lead at once, with 
Ulysses as close behind him as the shuttle is to 
a woman’s bosom when she throws the woof 
across the warp and holds it close up to her; 
even so close behind him was Uly.sses— treading 
in his footprints befoie the dust could settle 
there, and Ajax could feel his breath on the 
back of his head as he ran swiftly on. The 
Achaeans all shouted applause as they saw him 
straining his utmost, and cheered him as he 
shot ])ast them; but when they were now near- 
ing the end of the course Ulysses prayed in- 
wardly to Minerv'a. "Hear me,” he cried, "and 
help my feet, O goddc.ss.” Thus did he pray, 
and Pallas Minerva lieard his prayer; she made 
his hands and his feet feel light, and when the 
runners were at the point of pouncing upon the 
prize, Ajax, through Minerva's spite slipped 
upon some olfal tliat was lying there from the 
cattle which Achilles had slaughtered in hon- 
our of Patroclus, and his mouth and nostrils 
were all lilled with cow dung. Ulysses there- 
fore carried off the mixing-bowl, for he got be- 
fore Ajax and came in first. But Ajax took the 
ox and stcx)d with his hand on one of its horns, 
spirting the dung out of his mouth. Then he 
said to the Argives, "Alas, the goddess has 
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spoiled my running; she watches over Ulysses 
and stands by him as though she were his own 
mother.” I'hus did he speak and they all of 
them laughed heartily. 

[78$] Antilochus carried off the last prize 
and smiled as he said to the bystanders, "You 
all see, my friends, that now too the gods have 
shown their respect for seniority. Ajax is some- 
what older than 1 am, and as for Ulysses, he 
belongs to an earlier generation, but he is hale 
in spite of his years, and no man of the Achae- 
ans can run against him save only Achilles.” 

[793] said this to pay a compliment to 
the son of Peleus, and Achilles ansu'ered, "An- 
tilochus, you shall not have praised me to no 
puq)ose; 1 .shall give you an additional half 
talent of gold.” He then gave the half talent to 
Antilochus, who received it gladly. 

[798] Then the son of Peleus brought out 
the spear, helmet and shield that had been 
borne by Sarpedc^, and were taken from him 
by Patroclus. He stood up and said among the 
Argives, "We bid two champions put on their 
armour, take their keen blades, and make trial 
of one another in the presence of the multi- 
tude; whichever of them can first wound the 
flesh of the other, cut through his armour, and 
draw blood, to him will I give this goodly 
Thracian sword inlaid with silver, which I 
took from Asteropaeus, but the armour let both 
hold in partnership, and I will give each of 
them a hearty meal in my own tent,” 

[811] Forthwith uprose great Ajax the son 
of Telamon, as also mighty Diomed son of 
Tydeus. When they had put on their annour 
each on his own side of the ring, they both 
went into the middle eager to engage, *and with 
fire flashing from their eyes. The Achaeans 
man'dlcd as they beheld them, and when the 
two were now close up with one another, thrice 
did they spring forward and thrice to strike 
each other in close combat. Ajax pierced Dio- 
med's round shield, but did not draw blood, for 
the cuirass beneath the shield protected him; 
thereon the son of Tydeus from over his huge 
shield kept aiming continually at Ajax’s neck 
with the point of his spear, and the Achxans 
alarmed for his safety bade them leave olf fight- 
ing and divide the prize between them. Achil- 
les then gave the great sword to the son of 
Tydeus, with its scabbard, and the leathern 
belt with which to hang it. 

[S16] Achilles next offered the massive iron 
quoit which mighty Ection had crew^hile been 
used to hurl, until Achilles had slain him and 
carried it off in his ships along with other 
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spoils. He stood up and said among the Ar- 
gives, ‘'Stand forward, you who would essay 
this contest. He who wins it will have a store of 
iron that will last him five years as they go 
rolling round, and if his fair fields lie far from 
a toum his slicpherd or ploughman will not 
have to make a journey to buy iron, for he will 
have a stock of it on his own premises." 

[8^6] Then uprose the two mighty men Poly- 
pt)etes and Leonteus, with Ajax son of Tela- 
mon and noble Epeus. 1 hey stood up one after 
the other and Epeus took the quoit, whirled it, 
and flung it from him, which set all the Achae- 
ans laughing. After him threw Leonteus of the 
race of iNlars. Ajax son of Telamon threw third, 
and sent the quoit beyond any mark that had 
been made yet, but when mighty Polypoetes 
took the quoit he hurled it as though it had 
been a stockman’s stick w'hich he sends flying 
about among his cattle when he is driving 
them, so far did his throw out-distance those 
of the others. All who saw it roared applause, 
and his comrades carried the prize for him and 
set it on board his ship. 

[8^0] Achilles next offered a prize of iron 
for archery— ten double-edged axes and ten 
with single edges: he set up a ship's mast, some 
way off upon the sands, and with a fine string 
tied a pigeon to it by the foot; this was what 
they were to aim at. "Whoever," he said, "can 
hit the pigeon shall have all the axes and take 
them away with him; he who hits the string 
without hitting the bird will have takeji a 
worse aim and shall have the single-edged 
axes." 

[8^g] Then uprose King Teucer, and Me- 
rioncs the stalwart squire of Idoincneus rose 
also. They cast lots in a bronze helmet and the 
lot of 'reuccr fell first. He let fly with, his ar- 


row forthwith, but he did not promise heca- 
tombs of firstling lambs to King Apollo, and 
missed his bird, for Apollo foiled his aim; but 
he hit the string with wliich the bird was tied, 
near its foot; the arrow cut the string clean 
through so that it hung down towards the 
ground, while the bird flew up into the sky, 
and the Achaeans shouted applause. Meriones, 
who liad his ariow ready while Teucer was 
aiming, snatched the bow out of his hand, and 
at once promised that he would sacrifice a heca- 
tomb of firstling lambs to Apollo lord of the 
bow; then espying the pigeon high up under 
the clouds, he hit her in the middle of the 
wing as she was circling upwards; the arrow 
went clean through tlic wing and fixed itself 
in the ground at Meriones’ feet, hut the bird 
perched on the ship’s mast hanging her head 
and with all her feathers drooping; the life 
went out of her, and she fell heavily from the 
mast. Meriones, therefore, took all ten double 
edged axes, while I’eucer bore off the single- 
edged ones to his ships. 

[884] Then the son of Pcleus brought in a 
spear and a cauldron that had never been on 
the fire; it was worth an ox, and was chased 
with a pattern of flowers; and those that would 
throw the javelin stood up— to wit the son of 
Atreus, king of men Agamemnon, and Meri- 
ones, stalwart squire of Idorneneus. But Achil- 
les spoke saying, "Son of Atreujs, we know henv 
far you excel all others both in power and in 
throwing the javelin; take the cauldron hack 
with you to your ships, but if it so please you, 
let us give the spear to Meriones; this at least 
is what I should myself wish." 

[8q^] King Agamemnon assented. So he 
gave the bronze spear to Meriones, and handed 
the goodly cauldron to I’althyhius his esquire. 
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T he assembly now broke up and the peo- 
ple went their ways each to his own ship. 
There they made ready their supper, and 
then bethought them of the blessed boon of 
sleep; but Achilles still wept tor thinking of 
his dear comrade, and sleep, before whom all 
things b(jw, could take no hold upon him. This 
way and that did he turn as he yearned after 
the might and manfulncss of Patroclus; he 
thought of all they had done together, and all 
they had gone through both on the held of 
battle and on the waves of the weary sea. As 
he duck on these things he wept bitterly and 
lay now on his sid^, ni.\\ <-0 his back, and now 
face dow’nwards, till at last he rose and w^ent 
out as one distraught to wander upon the sea- 
shore. I’hcn, when he saw dawm breaking over 
beach and sea, he yoked his horses to his char- 
iot, and bound the body of Hector behind it 
that he might drag it about. I h rice did he drag 
It round the tomb of the son of Men(x*tius, and 
then v\'cnt back into his tent, leaving the body 
on the ground full length and with its face 
dowmwards. But Apollo would not suffer it 
to he disfigured, for he pitied the man, dead 
though he now^ was; therefore lie shielded him 
with his golden a^gis continually, that he might 
take no hurt while Achilles w'as dragging him. 

[z2] Thus shamefully did Achilles in his 
fury dishonour Hector; but the blessed gods 
looked down in pity from heaven, and urged 
Mercury, slayer of Argus, to steal the body. All 
were of this mind save only Juno, Neptune, 
and Jove’s grcy-c^yed daughter, who persisted 
in the hate which they had ever borne towards 
llius with Priam and his people; for they for- 
gave not the wTong done them by iVlexandrus 
in disdaining the goddesses who came to him 
when he was in his sheepyards, and preferring 
her who had offered him a wanton to his ruin. 

ij When, therefore, the morning of the 
tweJfth day had now come, Phoebus Apollo 
spoke among the immortals saying, “You gods 
ought to be ashamed of yourselves; you are 
cruel and hard hearted. Did not Hector hum 
you thigh-bones of heifers and of unblemished 


goats? And now dare you not rescue even his 
dead body, for his wife to look upon, with his 
mother and child, his father Priam, and his 
people, who w'ould forthwith commit him to 
the flames, and give him his due funeral rites? 
So, then, you would all be on the side of mad 
Achilles, who knows neither right nor ruth? 
He is like some savage lion that in the pride of 
his gicat strength and daring springs upon 
men’s flocks and gorges on them. Even so has 
Achilles flung aside all pity, and all that con- 
science which at once so greatly bancs yet 
greatly boons him that will heed it. A man may 
lose one far dearer than Achilles has lost— a 
son, it nKiy he, or a brother born from his own 
mother’s womb; yet when he has mourned him 
and wept over him he will let him bide, for 
it takes much sorrow to kill a man; whereas 
Achilles, now that he has slain noble Hector, 
drags him behind his chariot round the tomb 
of his comrade. It were better of him, and for 
him, that he should not do so, for brave though 
he be we gods may take it ill that he should 
vent his fur\^ upon dead clay.’’ 

/yj/ Juno spoke up in a rage. “This were 
well," she cried. “O lord of the silver bow, if 
you would give like lionour to Hector and to 
Achilles; but Hector was mortal and suckled 
at a woman’s breast, whereas Achilles is the 
offspring of a goddess whom 1 myself reared 
and brought up. I married her to Peleus, who is 
above measure dear to the immortals; you gods 
came all of you to her wedding; you feasted 
along \vith them yourself and brought your 
lyre— false, and fond of low company, that you 
have ever been." 

[64] Then said Jove, “Juno, be not so bitter. 
Their honour shall not be equal, but of all that 
dwell in llius, I lector was dearest to the gods, 
as also to myself, for his ofl'erings never failed 
me. Never was my altar stinted of its dues, nor 
of the drink-olferings and savour of sacrifice 
which w^e claim of right. I shall therefore per- 
mit the body of mighty Hector to be stolen; 
and vet this may hardly he without Achilles 
coming to know it, for his mother keeps night 
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and day beside him. Let some one of you, 
therefore, send Thetis to me, and I will impart 
my counsel to her, namely that Achilles is to 
accept a ransom from Priam, and give up the 
body/' 

[yy] On this Iris fleet as the wind went 
forth to cany his message. Down she plunged 
into the dark sea midway betw^een Samos and 
rocky Imbrus; the waters hissed as they closed 
over her, and she sank into the bottom as the 
lead at the end of an ox-hom, that is sped to 
carry death to fishes. She found ITietis sitting 
in a great cave with the other sea-goddesses 
gathered round her; there she sat in the midst 
of them weeping for her noble son who was to 
fall far from his own land, on ihe rich plains 
of Troy. Iris went up to her and said, '‘Rise 
Thetis; Jove, whose counsels fail not, bids you 
come to him." And Tlictis answered, “Why 
docs the mighty god so bid me? I am in great 
grief, and shrink from going in and out among 
the immortals. Still, 1 will go, and the word 
that he may speak shall not be spoken in vain." 

[93? The goddess took her dark veil, than 
which there can be no robe more sombre, and 
went forth with fleet Iris leading the way be- 
fore her. The weaves of the sea opened them a 
path, and when they reached the shore they 
flew up into the heavens, where they found the 
all seeing son of Saturn with the blessed gods 
that live for ever as.sembled near him. Minerva 
gave up her seat to her, and she sat down by 
the side of father Jove. Juno then placed a.fair 
golden cup in her hand, and spoke to her in 
words of comfort, whereon Thetis drank and 
gave her back the cup; and the sire of gods and 
men was the first to speak. 

[104] “So, goddess,” said he, “for all your 
sorrow, and the grief that 1 well know reigns 
ever in your heart, you have come hither to 
Olympus, and I will tell you why I have sent 
for you. This nine days past the immortals 
have been quarrelling about Achilles waster of 
cities and the body of Hector. The gods would 
have Mercury slayer of Argus steal the Ix^dy, 
but in furtherance of our peace and amity 
henceforward, I will concede such honour to 
your son as I will now tell you. Go, then, to the 
nost and lay these commands upon him; say 
that the gods are angry with him, and that I 
am myself more angry than them all, in that he 
keeps Hector at the snips and will not give him 
up. He may thus fear me and let the body go. 
At the same time I will send Iris to great Priam 
to bid him go to the ships of the Achasans, and 
ransom his son, taking with him such gifts for 


Achilles as may give him satisfaction. 

[izo] Silver-footed Thetis did as the god 
had told her, and forthwith down she darted 
from the topmost summits of Olympus. She 
went to her son's tents where she found him 
grieving bitterly, while his trusty comrades 
round him were busy preparing their morning 
meal, for which they had killed a great woolly 
sheep. His mother sat down beside him and 
caressed him with her hand saying, “My son, 
how long will you keep on thus grieving and 
making moan? You arc gnawing at your own 
heart, and think neither of food nor of w'oman's 
embraces; and yet these too were well, for you 
have no long time to live, and death with tlic 
strong hand of fate are already close beside 
you. Now, theiefore, heed what I say, for J 
come as a messenger from Jove; he says that the 
gods are angry with you, and himself more 
angry than them all, in that you keep Hector 
at the ships and will not give him up. There- 
fore let him go, and accept a ransom for his 
b(xly." 

^1387 And Achilles answered, “So 1x2 it. If 
Olympian Jove of his own motion thus com- 
mands me, let him that brings the ransom bear 
the body away.” 

[141] Thus did mother and son talk together 
at the ships in long discourse with one another. 
Meanwhile the son of Saturn sent liis to the 
strong city of llius. “Go,” said he, “fleet Iris, 
from the mansions of Olympus, and tell King 
Priam in llius, that he is to go to the ships of 
the Achaeans and free the body of Ins dear son. 
He is to take such gifts with him as shall give 
satisfaction to Achilles, and he is to go alone, 
with no other Trojan, save only some honoured 
seiwant who may drive his mules and waggon, 
and bring back the body of him whom noble 
Achilles has slain. Let him have no thought 
nor fear of death in his heart, for w^e w'ill send 
the slayer of Argus to escort him, and bring 
him within the tent of Achilles. Achilles will 
not kill him nor let another do. so, for he will 
take heed to his ways and sin rpt, and he w'ill 
entreat a suppliant with all lidnourable cour- 
tesy.” \ 

(iS 9 l On this Iris, fleet as |he wind, sped 
forth to deliver her mcssiige. She went to Pri- 
am's house, and found weepinjg and lamenta- 
tion therein, flis sons were seated round their 
father in the outer courtyard, and their raiment 
was wet with tears: the old man sat in the 
midst of them with his mantle wrapped close 
about his body, and his head and neck all 
covered with the filth which he had clutched 
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as he lay grovelling in the mire. His daughters 
and his sons' wives went wailing alx)ut the 
house, as they thought of the many and brave 
men who lay dead, slain by the Argives. The 
messenger of Jove stood by Priam and spoke 
softly to him, but fear fell upon him as she 
did so. *‘Take heart," she said, “Priarn offspring 
of Dardanus, take heart and fear not. I bring 
no evil tidings, but am minded well towards 
you. I come as a messenger from Jove, who 
though he be not near, takes thought for you 
and pities you. Tlie lord of Olympus bids 
you go and ransom noble Hector, and take 
with you such gifts as shall give satisfaction 
to Acliillcs. You arc to go alone, with no other 
Trojan, save only some honoured servant who 
may drive your mules and waggon, and bring 
back to the city the body of him whom noble 
/Xchillcs has slain. You are to have no thought, 
nor fear of death, for Jove will send the slayer 
of Argus to escort you. When he has brought 
you within Achilles' tent, Achilles will not kill 
you nor let another do so, for he will take 
heed to his wa).> aiKi sin not, and he will 

entreat a suppliant with all honourable cour- 
^ >» 
tesy. 

[ iHS] Tris went her way when she had thus 
spoken, and Priam told his sons to get a mule- 
v\’aggon re.idy, and to make the body of the 
'vaggon fast upon the top of its bed. Tlicn he 
went dowm into his fragrant store-room, high- 
vaulted, and made of cedar-wood, where nis 
many treasures w^ere kept, and he called 1 lecuba 
his wife. “Wife," said he, “a messenger has 
come to me from Olympus, and has told me to 
go to the ships of the Achaeans to ransom my 
dear son, taking with me such gifts as shall give 
satisfaction to Achilles. What think you of this 
matter? for my own part I am greatly moved to 
pass through the host of the ^\clueans and go to 
their ships." 

[200] His wife cried aloud as she heard him, 
and said, “Alas, what has become of that judge- 
ment for which you have been ever famous 
both among strangers and your own people? 
1 low can you venture alone to the ships of the 
Acha'ans, and look into the face of him who 
has slain so many of your brave sons? You must 
have iron courage, for if the cruel savage secs 
you and lays hold on you, he will know neither 
respect nor pity. Let us then weep Hector from 
alar here in our own house, for w'hen I gave 
him birth the threads of overruling fate were 
spun for him that dogs should eat his flesh far 
from his parents, in the house of that terrible 
man on whose liver I would fain fasten and 
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devour it. Thus would I avenge my son, who 
showed no cowardice when Achilles slew him, 
and thought neither of flight nor of avoiding 
battle as Tic stood in defence of Trojan men 
and Trojan w^omen." 

[2iy] Then Priam said, “I w^ould go, do not 
therefore stay me nor be as a bird of ill omen 
in my house, for you will not move me. Had 
it been some mortal man who had sent me— 
some prophet or priest who divines from sacri- 
fice—! should have deemed him false and have 
given him no heed; but now I have heard the 
goddess and seen her face to face, therefore I 
wall go and her saying shall not be in vain. 
If it be my fate to die at the ships of the Achee- 
ans even so would I have it; let Acliilles slay 
me, if I may but first have taken my son in my 

anns and mourned him to my heart s comfort- 
* 

mg. 

[ziS] So saying he lifted the lids of his 
chests, and took ‘but twelve goodly vestments. 
He took also twelve cloaks of single fold, twelve 
rugs, twelve fair mantles, and an equal number 
of shirts. 1 le weighed out ten talents of gold, 
and brought moreover two burnished tripods, 
four cauldrons, and a very beautiful cup which 
the Thracians had given him when he had 
gone to them on an embassy; it was very pre- 
cious, but he grudged not even this, so eager 
was he to ransom the body of his son. Then he 
chased all the Trojans from the court and re- 
buked them with words of anger. “Out," he 
cried, “shame and disgrace to me that you are. 
Have you no grief in your owm homes that you 
are come to plague me here? Is it a small thing, 
think you, that the son of Saturn has sent this 
sorrow' upon me, to lose the bravest of my sons? 
Nay, shall prove it in person, for now he 
is gone the Aclacans will have easier work in 
killing you. As for me, let me go down within 
the house of Hades, ere mine eyes behold the 
sacking and wasting of the city." 

[ 2477 He drove the men away wdth his staff, 
and they went forth as the old man sped them. 
Then he called to his sons, upbraiding Ilele 
nus, Paris, noble Agathon, Pammon, Antiph- 
onus, Polites of the loud battle-cry, Dciphobus, 
Hippothoiis, and Dius. These nine did the old 
man call near him. “Come to me at once," he 
cried, “worthless sons who do me shame; would 
that you had all been killed at the ships rather 
than Hector. Miserable man that I am, I have 
had the bravest sons in all Troy— noble Nestor, 
Troilus the dauntless charioteer, and Hector 
w'ho was a god among men, so that one would 
have thougrit he was son to an immortal— yet 
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there is not one of them left. Mars has slain 
them and those oF whom I am ashamed are 
alone left me. Idars, and light of l(X 3 t, heroes 
of the dance, robbers of lambs and kids from 
your own people, why do you not get a waggon 
ready for me at once, and put all these things 
upon it that I may set out on my way?*^ 

[26^] Thus did he speak, and they feared 
the rebuke of their father. They brought out a 
strong mule-waggon, newly made, and set the 
body of the waggon fast on its bod. They took 
the mule-yoke from the peg on which it hung, 
a yoke of boxwood with a knob on the top of it 
and rings for the reins to go through, t hen 
they brought a yoke-band eleven cubits long, to 
bind the yoke to the pede; they bound it on at 
the far end of the pole, and put the ring over 
the upright pin making it fast with three turns 
of the band on either side the knob, and bend- 
ing the thong of the yoke beneath it. This 
done, they brought from the store chamber the 
rich ransom that was to purchase the body of 
Hector, and they set it all orderly on the wag- 
gon; then they yoked the strong harness mules 
w'hich the Mysians had on a time given as a 
goi^dly present to Priam; but for Priam himself 
they yoked horses which the old king had bred, 
and kept for his own use. 

[201] Thus hcedfully did Priam and his 
servant see to the yoking of their cars at the 
palace. Then I lecuta came to them all sorrow- 
ful, with a golden goblet of wine in her right 
hand, that they might make a drink-olTering 
before they set out. She stood in front of the 
horses and said, ‘'Take this, make a drink- 
offering to father Jove, and since you are minded 
to go to the ships in spite of me, pray that you 
may come safely back from the hands of your 
enemies. Pray to the son of Saturn lord of the 
whirlwind, who sits on Ida and looks down 
over all Troy, pray him to send his swift mes- 
senger on your right hand, the bird of omen 
which is strongest and most dear to him of all 
birds, tlrat you may sec it with your own eyes 
and trust it as you go forth to the ships of the 
Danaans. If all-seeing Jove will not send you 
this messenger, however set upm it you may 
he, I would not have you go to the ships of the 
Argives.” 

[299] And Priam answered, *‘Wifc, I will 
do as you desire me; it is well to lift hands in 
prayer to Jove, if so be he may have mercy 
upon me.^^ 

With this the old man bade the serving- 
woman pour pure water over his hands, and the 
woman came, bearing the water in a bowl. He 


w'ashcd his hands and took the cup from his 
wife; then he made the drink-offering and 
prayed, standing in the middle of the court- 
yard and turning liis eyes to heaven. “Father 
Jove,^' he said, “that rulest from Ida, most glo- 
rious and most great, giant that I may be re- 
ceived kindly and compassionately in the tents 
of Achilles; and send your swift messenger 
upon my right hand, the bird of omen which 
is strongest and most dear to you of all birds, 
that J may see it with my own eyes and trust 
it as 1 go forth to the ships of the Danaans.'* 

[314] So did he pray, and Jove the lord of 
counsel heard his prayer. Forthwith he sent an 
eagle, the most iincrring portent of all birds that 
fly, the dusky hunter that men also call the 
Black Eagle, flis W'ings were spread abroad 
on either side as wide as the well-made and 
vvell-holtcd door of a rich man’s chamber. I le 
came to them flying over the city upon their 
right hands, and when they saw him they were 
glad and their hearts took coiiilort within them. 
I he old man made haste to mount his chaiiot, 
and drove out through the inner gateway and 
under the echoing gatehouse of the outer court. 
Before him went the mules drawing the four 
wheeled waggon, and driven by wise ideeus, 
behind these were the horses, which the old 
man lashed with his whip and drove swiftly 
through the city, wliile his friends followed 
after, wailing and lamenting him as though 
he were on his ro.id to death. As soon as they 
had come down from the city and had reaehetl 
the plain, his sons and sons-in-law who had 
followed him went back to Ihus. 

^33 1 7 But Priam and kkriis as they showed 
out upon the plain did not escape the ki'n of 
all-seeing ]ovc, wlio looked down upon tlie old 
man and pitied him; then he spoke to his son 
Mercury and said, “Mercury, for it is you wEo 
are the most disposed to escort men on their 
way, and to hear those whom you will hear, go, 
and so conduct Priam to the ships of the Achac*' 
ans that no other of the Danaans shall sec him 
nor take note of him until he reach the srm of 
Peleus." ; 

[^39] Thus he spoke and Mercury, guide 
and guardian, slayer of Argus,; did as he was 
told. Forthwith he bound on; his glittering 
golden sandals with which he C(Juld fly like the 
wind over land and sea; he took the wand with 
which he seals men's eyes in sleep, or w\akes 
them just as he pleases, and flew holding it in 
his hand till lie came to Troy and to the 1 Iclles- 
pont. To look at, he was like a young man of 
noble birth in the hey-day of his youth and 
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beauty with the down Just coming upon his 
I'ace. 

[349J Now when Priam and Idaeus had 
driven past the great tomb ot llius, they stayed 
their mules and horses that they might drink 
in the river, for the slradcs of night were falling, 
when, therefore, IdiEUS saw Mercury standing 
near them he said to Priam, “Take heed, de- 
scendant of Dardanus; here is matter which de- 
mands consideration. I see a man who 1 think 
will presently fall upon us; lot us fly with our 
Iiorses, or at least embrace his knees and im- 
plore iiiin to take compassion upon us> ** 

[^57] Whojii he heard this the old mans 
licart tailed him, and he was in great fear; he 
staved where he was as one da/ed, and the hair 
sKxxl on end over his whole body; but the 
bringer of good luck came up to him and look 
him by the hand, saying, “Whither, father, are 
you thus driving your mules and horses in the 
dead of night when other men arc asleep? Are 
vou not atr.iid of the hercc Achirans who are 
luird hy you, so cruel and relentless? Should 
some one of them see you bearing so much 
treasure through the daikncss of the flying 
night, wTat would not your state then be? You 
are no longer young, and he who is with you 
IS too old to pioteet vou fiom tliose who would 
attack you. hor myself, I will do you no hann, 
and I will defc’ncl you from any one else, for 
vou remind me of my own father. 

[ ^727 And Priam answered, “It is indeed as 
Mju say, my dear son; nevertheless some god 
has held his hand over me, in that he has sent 
such a wayfarer as yourscll to meet me so op- 
portunely; you arc so comely in mien and fig- 
ure, and your jiidgcrnent is so excellent that 
you must come of blessed parents.^’ 

f^yS] Then said the slayer of Argus, guide 
and guardian, “Sir, all that you have said is 
right; but tell me and tell me true, are you 
taking this rich treasure to send it to a foreign 
jH’ople where it may he safe, or arc you all leav- 
ing strong llius in dismay now that your son 
has fallen who was the bravest man among you 
and was never lacking in battle with die Achac- 
ans?" 

[^S6] And Priam said, “Who are you, my 
friend, and who are your parents, that you 
speak so truly about the fate of my unhappy 
son?” 

[3^9] The slayer of Argus, guide and guard- 
ian, answered him, “Sir, you would prove me, 
that you question me about noble Hector. 
Many a time have I set eyes upon him in battle 
when he was driving the Argives to their ships 
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and putting them to the sword. We stood still 
and marvelled, for Achilles in his anger with 
the son of Atreus sufl'ered us not to hght. I am 
his squire, and came with him in the same ship. 

I am a Myrmidon, and my father's name is 
Polyctor; he is a rich man and abcjut as edd as 
you are*; he has six sons l>csiclcs myself, and 1 
am the seventh. Wc cast lots, and it fell upon 
me to Siiil hither with Achilles. I am now come 
from the ships on to the plain, for with day- 
break the Aebaeans will set battle in array about 
the city. They chafe at doing nothing, and are 
so eager that their princes cannot hold them 
back.” 

[40$] Then answered Priam, “If you are 
indeed the sejuire of .Achilles son of Pcleus, tell 
me now the whole truth. Is my son still at the 
ships, or has Achilles hewn him limb from 
limb, and given him to his hounds?” 

[410] “Sir,” replied the slayer of Argus, guide 
and guardian, “neither hounds nor vultures 
have yet devoured him; he is still just lying at 
the tents by the ship of Achilles, and though 
it is now' twelve days that he has lain there, his 
flesh is not wasted nor have the worms eaten 
him although they feed on warriors. At day- 
break Achilles drags him cruelly round the 
sepulchre of his dear comrade, but it does him 
no hurt. You should come yourself and sec how 
he lies fresh as dew, with the blood all washed 
away, and bis wounds every one of them closed 
though many pierced him with their spears. 
Such care have the blessed gods taken of your 
brave son, for he was dear to them beyond all 
measure.” 

[424] The old man was comforted as he 
heard him and said, “My son, see what a good 
thing it is to have made due offerings to the 
immortals; for as sure as that he was born my 
son never forgot the gods that hold Olympus, 
and now they requite it to him even in death. 
Accept therefore at my hands this goodly chal- 
ice; guard me and with heaven’s help guide 
me till I come to the tent of the son of Peleus.” 

[4^2] Then answered the slayer of Argus, 
guide and guardian, “Sir, you are tempting me 
and playing upon my youth, but you shall not 
move me, for you are offering me presents 
w'ithout the knowledge of Achilles whom I 
fear and hold it great guiltiness to defraud, lest 
some evil presently befall me; but as your guide 
I w^oukl go with you even to Argos itself, and 
would guard you so carefully w'hether by sea or 
land, that no one should attack you through 
making light of him who was with you.” 

[440] The bringer of good luck then sprang 
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on to the chariot, and seizing the whip and 
reins he breathed fresh spirit into the mules 
and horses. When they reached the trench and 
the wall that was before the ships, those who 
were on guard had just been getting their sup- 
pers, and the slayer of Argus threw them all 
into a deep sleep. Then he drew back the bolts 
to open the gates, and took Priam insitic with 
the treasure he had upon his waggon. Ere long 
they came to the lofty dwelling of the son of 
Peleus for which the Myrmidons had cut pine 
and which they had built for their king; when 
they had built it they thatched it with coarse 
tussock-grass which they had mown out on the 
plain, and all round it they made a large court- 
yard, which was fenced w’ith stakes set close to- 
gether. The gate was barred with a single bolt 
of pine which it took three men to force into its 
place, and three to draw back so as to open the 
gate, but Achilles could draw it by himself. 
Nlercnary' opened the gate for the old man, and 
brought in the treasure that he was taking with 
him for the son of Pclcus. Then he sprang from 
the chariot on to the ground and said, “Sir, it 
is I, immortal Mercury, that am come with 
you, for my father sent me to escort you. I will 
now leave you, and will not enter into the 
presence of Achilles, for it might anger him 
that a god should befriend mortal men thus 
openly. Go you within, and embrace the knees 
of the son of Peleus: beseech him by his father, 
his lovely mother, and his son; thus you may 
move him.^* * 

[46S] With these wwds Mercury w^ent back 
to high Olympus. Priam sprang from his chariot 
to the ground, leaving Idaeus where he was, in 
charge of the mules and horses. The old man 
went straight into the house where Achilles, 
loved of the gods, was sitting. There he found 
him with his men seated at a distance from 
him: only two, the hero Automedon, and Alci- 
mus of the race of Mars, were busy in attend- 
ance about his person, for he had but just done 
eating and drinking, and the table was still 
there. King Priam entered without their seeing 
him, and going right up to Achilles he clasped 
his knees and Icisscd the dread murderous hands 
that had slain so many of his sons. 

[4S0] As when some cruel spite has befallen 
a man that he should have killed some one in 
his own country, and must fly to a great man's 
protection in a land of strangers, and all marvel 
who see him, even so did Achilles marvel as he 
beheld Priam. The others looked one to another 
and marvelled also, but Priam besought Achil- 
les saying, '"Think of your father, O Achilles 


like unto the gods, who is such even as I am, 
on the sad threshold of old age. It may be that 
those who dwell near him harass him, and there 
is none to keep war and ruin from him. Yet 
when he heats of you as being still alive, he is 
glad, and his days are full of hope that he shall 
see his dear son come home to him from Troy; 
but I, wretched man that I am, had the bravest 
in all Troy for my sons, and there is not one of 
them left. I had fifty sons w'lien the Achseans 
came here; nineteen of them were from a single 
womb, and the others were home to me by the 
women of my household. The greater part of 
them has fierce Mars laid low, and Hector, him 
who was alone left, him who was the guardian 
of our city and ourselves, him have you lately 
slain; therefore I am now come to the shij^s of 
the Acha'ans to ransom his body from you with 
a great ranscjm. Fear, O Achilles, the wrath of 
heaven; think on your own father and have 
compassion upon me, who am the more pitiable, 
for 1 have steeled myself as no man has ever yet 
steeled himself before me, and have raised to 
my lips the hand of him who slew my son." 

[5^7] 1 bus spoke Priam, and the heart of 
Achilles yearned as he hcthoughi him of his 
father. He took the old man's hand and moved 
him gently away. The two wept hitterly— 
Priam, as he lay at Achilles' feet, weeping lor 
Hector, and Achilles now for his father and 
now for Patroclus, till the hoffte was filled with 
their lamentation. But when Achilles was now 
sated with grief and h.id unhurtliencd the bit- 
terness of liis sonow, he left his seat and raised 
the old man by the hand, in pity for his white 
hair and beard; then he said, “Unhappy man, 
you have indeed been greatly daring; how could 
you venture to come alone to the ships of the 
Achccans, and enter the presence of him who 
has slain so many of your brave sons? You must 
have iron courage; sit now upon this scat, and 
for all our grief we will hide our sorrows in our 
hearts, for weeping will not avail us. 'Fhe im- 
mortals know no care, yet the fct they spin for 
man is full of sorrow; on the flclor of Jove's pal- 
ace there stand two urns, the;one filled with 
evil gifts, and the other with gefod ones. He for 
whom Jove the lord of thunclci mixes the gifts 
he sends, will meet now with! good and now 
with evil fortune; hut he to wliom Jove sends 
none but evil gifts will be printed at by the 
finger of scorn, the hand of famine will pursue 
him to the ends of the world, and he will go up 
and down the face of tlie earth, respected nei- 
ther by gods nor men. Even so did it befall Pe- 
leus; the gods endowed him with all good things 
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from his birth upwards, for he reigned over the 
Myttnidons excelling all men in prosperity and 
wealth, and mortal though he was they gave 
him a goddess for his bride. But even on him 
too did heaven send misfortune, for there is no 
race of royal children born to him in his house, 
save one son who is doomed to die all untimely; 
nor may I take care of him now that he is grow- 
ing old, for I must stay here at T roy to be the 
bane of you and of your children. And you too, 
O Priam, I have heard that you were aforetime 
happy. TTiey say that in wealth and plenitude 
of offspring you surpassed all that is in Lesbos, 
the realm of Makar to the northward, Phrygia 
that is more inland, and those that dwell upon 
the great Hellespont; hut from the day when 
the dwellers in heaven sent this evil upon you, 
war and slaughter have been about your city 
continually. Bear up against it, and Jet there 
be some intervals in your sorrow. Mourn as 
you may for your brave son, you will take 
nothing by it. You cannot raise him from the 
dead, ere you do sc vf't another sorrow shall 
befall you." 

[ 552 ] And Priam answered, ^‘O king, bid me 
not be seated, while Hector is still lying un- 
cared for in your tents, but accept the groat 
ransom which I have brought you, and give him 
to me at once that I may look upon him. May 
YOU prosper with the ransom and reach your 
own land in safety, seeing that you have suf- 
fered me to live and to look upon the light of 
the sun." 

[ssq] Achilles looked at him sternly and 
said, ‘‘Vex me, sir, no longer; 1 am of myself 
minded to give up the body of Hector. My 
mother, daughter of the old man of the sea, 
came to me from Jove to bid me deliver it to 
you. Moreover I know well, O Priam, and you 
cannot hide it, that some god has brought you 
to the ships of the Achicans, for else, no man 
however strong and in his prime would dare to 
come to our host; he could neither pass our 
guard unseen, nor draw the bolt of my gates 
thus easily; therefore, provoke me no further, 
lest I sin against the word of Jove, and suffer 
you not, suppliant though you are, within my 
tents." 

f S 7 1 ] The old man feared him and obeyed. 
Then the son of Pcleus sprang like a lion 
thr^.ugh the door of his house, not alone, but 
with him W'ent his two squires Automedon and 
Alcimus who were closer to him than any others 
of his comrades now that Patroclus was no 
more. These unyoked the horses and mules, and 
bade Priams herald and attendant be seated 


XXIV 177 

within the house. They lifted the ransom for 
Hector's body from the waggon, but they left 
two mantles and a g(K>dJy sliirt, that Achilles 
might wrap the body in them when he gave it 
to be taken home. Then he called to his servants 
and ordered them to wash the body and anoint 
it, but he first took it to a place where Priam 
should not sec it, lest if he did so, he should 
break out in the bitterness of his grief, and en- 
rage Achilles, w'ho might then kill him and sin 
against the word of Jove. When the servants 
had washed the body and anointed it, and had 
wrapped it in a fair shirt and mantle, Achilles 
himself lifted it on to a bier, and he and his 
men then laid it on the waggon. He cried aloud 
as he (lid so and called on the name of his dear 
comrade, “Be not angry with me, Patroclus," 
he said, “if you hear even in the house of Ha- 
des that 1 have given Hector to his father for a 
ransom. It has been no unworthy one, and I 
will share it equitably with you." 

[ $9^] Achilles then went back into the tent 
and took his place on the richly inlaid seat from 
which he had risen, by the wall that was at 
right angles to the one against which Priam was 
sitting. “Sir," he said, “your son is now laid 
upon his bier and is ransomed according to your 
desire; you shall look upon him when you take 
him away at daybreak; for the present let us 
prepare our supper. Even lovely Niobe had to 
think about eating, though her twelve children 
—six daughters and six lusty sons— had been all 
slain in her house. Apollo killed the sons with 
arrows from his silver bow, to punish Niobe, 
and Diana slew’^ the daughters, because Niobe 
had vaunted herself against Leto; she said Leto 
had borne two children only, whereas she had 
herself borne many— whereon the two killed 
the many. Nine days did they lie weltering, 
and there was none to burv" them, for the son of 
Saturn turned the people into stone; but on tlie 
tenth day the gods in heaven themselves burie d 
them, and Niobe then took food, being worn 
out with weeping. They say that somewhere 
among the rocks on the mountain pastures of 
Sipylus, where the nymphs live that haunt the 
river Acheloiis, there, they say, she lives in sUme 
and still nurses the sorrows sent upon her by 
the hand of heaven. Therefore, noble sir, let 
us two now take food; you can weep for your 
dear son hereafter as you are bearing him back 
to llius— and many a tear will he cost you." 

f6zi] Witli this Achilles sprang from his 
seat and killed a sheep of silver\» whiteness, 
which his follow ers skinned and made ready all 
in due order. They cut the meat carefully up 
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into smaller pieces, spitted them, and drew 
them olF again when they were well roasted. 
Automedon brought bread in fair baskets and 
served it round the tabic, while Achilles dealt 
out the meat, and they laid their hands on the 
good things that were behjre them. As soon as 
they had had enough to cat and drink, Priam, 
descendant ot Dardanus, marvelled at the 
strength and beauty of Achilles for he was as a 
god to see, and Achilles mar\elled at Priam as 
he listened to him and looked upon his noble 
presence. When they had gazed their fill Priam 
spoke first. “And now, O king,'^ he said, “take 
me to my couch that we may lie dowm and en- 
joy the blessed boon of sleep. Never once have 
my eyes been closed from the day your hands 
took the life of my son; 1 have grovelled with- 
out ceasing in the mire of my stable-yard, mak- 
ing moan and brooding over my countless sor- 
rows. Now, moreover, I have eaten bread and 
drunk wine; hitherto I have tasted nothing.^’ 

[642] As he spoke Achilles told his men and 
the women’sen’ants to set beds in the room that 
was in the gatehouse, and make them with good 
red rugs, and spread coverlets on the top of 
them with woollen cloaks for Priam and Idaeus 
to wear. So the maids went out carrying a torch 
and cot the two beds ready in all haste, llien 
Achilles said laughingly to Priam, “Dear sir, 
you shall lie outside, lest some counsellor of 
those who in due course keep coming to advise 
w'ith me should see you here in the darkness of 
the flying night, and tell it to Agamemnon. 
This might cause delay in the delivery of the 
body. And now tell me and tell me true, for 
how many days would you celebrate the funeral 
rites of noble Hector? Tell me, that 1 may hold 
aloof from war.and restrain the host.” 

[6^9] And Priam answered, “Since, then, 
you suffer me to bur)^ my noble son with all 
due rites, do thus, Achilles, and I shall be grate- 
ful. You know how we are pent up within our 
city; it is far for us to fetch wood from the 
mountain, and the people liv^e in fear. Nine 
days, therefore, will we mourn Hector in my 
house; on the tenth day we will bury him and 
there shall be a public feast in his honour; on 
the eleventh we will build a mound over his 
ashes, and on the twelfth, if there be need, we 
will fight.” 

And Achilles answered, “All, King Priam, 
shall be as you have said. I will stay our fight- 
ing for as long a time as you have named.” 

/671J As he spoke he laid his hand on the 
old man s right wrist, in token that he should 
have no fear; thus then did Priam and bis at- 


tendant sleep there in the forecourt, full of 
thought, while Achilles lay in an inner room 
of the house, with fair Briseis by his side. 

[677] And now both gods and mortals were 
fast asleep through the livelong night, but upon 
Mercuiy alone, the bringer of good luck, sleep 
could take no hold for he was thinking all the 
time how to get King Priam away from the 
ships without his being seen bv the strong force 
of sentinels. He hovered therefore over Priam’s 
head and said, “Sir, now that Achilles has spared 
your life, you seem to have no fear about sleep- 
ing in the thick of your foes. You have paid a 
great ransom, and have received the body of 
your son; were you still alive and a prisoner the 
sons whom you liave left at home would have to 
give three times as much to free you; and so it 
would he if Agamemnon and the otlier Achae 
ans were to know' of your being here.” 

l6Sg] When he heard this the old man w'as 
afraid and roused his ser\'ant. Mercury then 
yoked their horses and mules, and drove them 
quickly through the host so that no man per- 
ceived them. When they came to the ford of 
eddying Xanthus, begotten of immortal Jove, 
Mercury went back to high Olympus, and dawn 
in robe of salfron began to break over all the 
land. Priam and Idaius then drove on tovvaru- 
the city lamenting and making moan, and the 
mules drew the body of 1 lector. No one ncitlici 
man nor woman saw’ tbein, rtll Cassandra, fair 
as golden Venus standing on Pergarnus, caught 
sight of her dear father in bis chariot, and his 
servant that was the city’s herald with him. 
Then she saw him that was lying upon the bier, 
drawn by the mules, and with a loud cry she 
W'cnt about the city saying, “Come hitlier Tro- 
jans, men and women, and look on Hector; if 
ever you rejoiced to sec him coming from battle 
W'hcn he was alive, look now on him that w'as 
the glory of our city and all our people.” 

[707] At this there was not man nor woman 
left in the city, so great a sorrow had possessed 
them. Hard by the gates they met Priam as he 
W'as bringing in the body. Hector’s w’ife and his 
mother w'erc the first to mourn .'him: they flew^ 
towards the waggon and laid tl^eir hands upon 
his head, while the crowd stoodiweeping round 
them.Tliey would have stayed ^fore the gates, 
weeping and lamenting the livelong day to the 
going down of the sun, had not Priam spoken 
to them from the chariot and said, “Make way 
for the mules to pass you. Afterwards when I 
have taken the body home you shall have your 
fil! of weeping.” 

[718] On this the people stood asunder, and 
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made a way for the waggon. When they had 
home the tx)dy within the house they laid it 
upon a bed and seated minstrels round it to lead 
the dirge, whereon the women joined in the 
sad music of their lament. Foremost among 
them all Andromache led their wailing as she 
clasped the head of mighty 1 lector in her em- 
brace. "Husband,’* she cried, "you have died 
young, and leave me in your house a widow; 
he of whom we are the ill starred parents is still 
a mere child, and I fear he may not reach man- 
hood, Ere he can do so our city will be razed and 
overthrown, for you who watched over it arc 
no more— you who were its saviour, the guard- 
ian of our wives and children. Our women will 
be carried away captives to the ships, and I 
among them; while you, my child, who will be 
with me will be put to some unseemly tasks, 
working for a cruel master. Or, may be, some 
Acluean will hurl you (O miserable death) 
from our walls, to avenge some brother, son, or 
father whom 1 lector slew; many of them have 
indeed bitten the dwr at his hands, for your 
f ather’s hand in battle was no light one, There- 
Idie do the people mourn him. You have left, O 
Hector, sorrow unutterable to your parents, 
and my own grief is greatest of all, for you did 
not stietch forth your arms and embrace me as 
you lay dying, nor say to me any words that 
might have lived with me in my tears night and 
day for evermore,” 

[746] Bitterly did she weep the while, and 
the women joined in her lament. Hecuba in 
her turn took up the strains of woe. "Hector,” 
she cried, "dearest to me of all my children. So 
long as you were alive the gods loved you well, 
and even in dcatli they have not been utterly 
unmindful of you; for when Achilles took any 
other of my sons, he would sell him beyond the 
seas, to Samos Imbms or rugged Lemnos; and 
when he had slain you too with his sword, 
many a time did lie drag you round the sepul- 
chre of his cxjmradc— though this could not give 
him life— yet here you lie all fresh as dew, and 
comely as one whom Apollo has slain with his 
painless shafts.” 

[760] Thus did she too speak through her 
tears with bitter moan, and then Helen for a 
third time took up the strain of lamentation. 
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"I lector,” said she, "dearest of all my brothers- 
in-law— for I am wife to Alexandrus who 
brought me hither to Troy— would that I had 
died ere he did so— twenty years are come and 
gone since 1 left my home and came from over 
the sea, but 1 have never heard one word of in- 
sult or unkindness from you. When another 
would chide with me, as it might be one of your 
brothers or sisters or of your brothers’ wives, or 
my mother in-law— for Priam was as kind to me 
as though he were my own father— you would 
rebuke and check them with words of gentle- 
ness and goodwill. Therefore my tears How both 
for you and for my unhappy self, for there is 
no one else in 1 roy who is kind to me, but all 
shrink and shudder as they go by me.” 

[776] She wept as she spoke and the vast 
crowd that was gathered round her joined in 
her lament. I’hen King Priam spoke to them 
saying, “Bring vvpod, O Trojans, to the city, 
and fear no cunning ambush of the Argives, for 
Achilles when he dismissed me from the ships 
ga\'c me his word that they should not attack 
us until the morning of the twelfth day.” 

[7S2] Forthwith they yoked their oxen and 
mules and gathered together before the city. 
Nine days long did they bring in great heaps of 
wood, and on the morning of the tenth day 
with many tears they took brave Hector forth, 
laid his dead body upon the summit of the pile, 
and set the fire thereto. Tlien when the child 
of morning rosy-fingercd dawn appeared on the 
eleventh day, the people again assembled, round 
the pyre of mighty Hector. When they were 
got together, they first quenched the fire with 
wine wherever it was burning, and then his 
brothers and comrades with many a bitter tear 
gathered his white bones, wrapped them in 
soft robes of puq)lc, and laid them in a golden 
um, which they placed in a grave and covered 
over with large stones set close together. 'I hen 
they built a barrow hurriedly over it keeping 
guard on every side lest the Aehicans should at- 
tack them before they had finished. When they 
had heaped up the barrow they went back again 
into the city, and being well assembled they 
held high feast in the house of Priam their king. 

[So4^ Thus, then, did they celebrate the fu- 
neral of Hector tamer of horses. 
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T ell me, O muse, ot that ingenious thenkill Agamemnon, though he knew it would 
liero who travelled iar and wide after he be the death of him; for 1 sent Mercury to warn 
had sacked the famous town oi Lroy. him not to do either of these things, inasmuch 

Many cities did he visit, and many were the as Orestes would be sure to take his revenge 

nations with whose manners and customs he w'hen he grew up and wanted to return home, 
was acquainted; moreover he suffered mudi Mercury told him this in all good will but he 
by sea while trying to save his own life and would not listen, and now he has paid for every- 

bring his men safely home; but do what he thing in full.’' . 

might he could not save his men, for they per- [44] Then Minerva said, 'Tather, son of 
ished through their own sheer folly in eating Saturn, King of kings, it served d^gisthus right, 

the cattle of the Su .1 /^od Hyperion; so the god and so it would any one else who docs as he 

prevented them from ever reaching home. Tell did; but /E.gisthus is neither here nor there; it 

me, too, about all these things, O daughter of is for Ulysses that my heart bleeds, when I 

Jove, Irom whatsoever source you may know think of his sulTerings m that lonely sea girt 

them. island, far away, poor man, from all his friends. 

[jj] So now all who escaped death in battle It is an island covered with forest, in the very 

or bv shipwreck had got safely home except middle of the sea, and a goddess lives there, 

Ulysses, and he, though he was longing to re- daughter ot the magician Atlas, wdio looks after 

turn to his wife and country, w^as detained by the bottom of the ocean, and carries the great 

the goddess Calypso, who had got him into a columns that keep heaven and earth asunder, 

large ca\ c .and wanted to marry him. But as This daughter of /Vtlas has got hold of poor un- 

yeais w ent by, there came a time when the gods happy Ulysses, and keeps trying by every kind 

settled that be should go back to Ithaca; even of blandishment to make him forget his home, 

then, however, when he was among his own so that he is tired of life, and thinks of nothing 

people, liis troubles were not yet over; never- but bow^ be may onec more see the smoke of 

tireless all the gods had now begun to pity him his own chimneys. You, sir, take no heed of 

except Neptune, who still persecuted him with- this, and yet wLen Ulysses w'as before Troy did 

out ceasing and would not let him get home. he not propitiate you with many a burnt sacri- 

[22] Now Neptune had gone off to the Ethi- ficcr Why then should you keep on being so 

opians, who arc at the world’s end, and lie in angry with himr” 

two halves, the one looking West and the other /63J And Jove said, “My child, what are you 
East. He had gone there to accept a hecatomb talldng about? How can I forget Ulysses than 

of sheep and oxen, and was enjoying himself wdiom there is no more capable man on earth, 

at his festival; hut the other gods met in the nor more liberal in his offerings to the immor- 

house of Olympian Jove, and the sire of gods tal gods that live in heaven? Bear in mind, how- 

and men spoke first. At that moment he wms ever, that Neptune is still furious with Ulysses 

thinking of /Egisthus, w^ho had been killed by for having blinded an eye of Polyphemus king 

Agamemnon’s son Orestes; so he said to the of the Cyclom's. Polyphemus is son to Neptune 

other gods: by the nymph Thoosa, daughter to the sea-king 

/^3 27 “See now, how men lay blame upon us Phorcys; therefore though he will not kill 

gods for what is after all nothing but their own Ulysses outright, he torments him by prevent- 

folly. Look at /Egisthus; he must needs make ing him from getting home. Still, let us lay our 

love to Agamemnon’s wife unrighteously and heads together and see how we can help him to 
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return; Neptune will then be pacified, for if 
we are all of a mind he can hardly stand out 
against us/' 

[80] And Miner\^a said, “Father, son of Sat- 
urn, King of kings, if, then, die gods now mean 
that Ulysses should get home, we should first 
send Mercury to the Ogygian island to tell 
Calypso that we have made up our minds and 
that he is to return. In the meantime 1 will go 
to Ithaca, to put heart into Ulysses' son Telem- 
achus; I will embolden him to call the Achic- 
ans in assembly, and speak out to the suitors of 
his mother Penelope, who persist in eating up 
any number of his sheep and oxen; I will also 
conduct him to Sparta and to Pylos, to sec if he 
can hear anything about the return of his dear 
father— for this will make people speak well of 
him." 

[g6] So saying she bound on her glittering 
golden sandals, imperishable, with which she 
can fly like the wind over land or sea; she 
grasped the redoubtable bronze-shod spear, so 
stout and sturdy and strong, wherewith she 
quells the ranks of heroes who have displeased 
her, and down she darted from the topmost 
summits of Olympus, whereon forthwith she 
was in Ithaca, at the gateway of Ulysses’ houst;, 
disguised as a visitor, Mentes, chief of the 
Taphians, and she held a bronze spear in her 
hand. There she found the lordly suitors seated 
on hides of the oxen wliich they had killed and 
eaten, and playing draughts in front of the 
house. Men-servants and pages were bustling 
about to wait upon them, some mixing wine 
with water in the mixing-bowls, some cleaning 
down the tables with wet sjxingcs and laying 
them out again, and some cutting up great 
quantities of meat. 

fr 73/ Tclcmaclius saw her long before any 
one else did. He was sitting moodily among the 
suitors thinking about his brave father, and 
how he would send them flying out of the 
house, if he were to come to his own again and 
be honoured as in days gone by. Tims brood- 
ing as he sat among them, he caught sight of 
Minerva and w^ent straight to the gate, for he 
was vexed that a stranger should be kept wait- 
ing for admittance. He took her right hand in 
his own, and bade her give him her spear, 
‘Welcome," said he, “to our house, and when 
you have partaken of food you shall tell us what 
you have come for." 

[i2s] He led the way as he spoke, and Mi- 
nerva followed him. When they w'ere within 
he took her spear and set it in the spear-stand 
against a strong bearing-post along with the 


many other spears of his unhappy father, and 
he conducted her to a richly decorated seat un- 
der which he threw a cloth of damask. There 
was a footstool also for her feet, and he set an- 
other scat near her for himself, away from the 
suitors, that she might not be annoyed while 
eating by their noise and insolence, and that 
he might ask her more freely about his father, 

[1^6] A maid servant then brought them 
water in a beautiful golden ewer and poured it 
into a silver basin for them to wash their hand.s, 
and she drew a clean table beside them. An 
upper servant brought them bread, and offered 
them many good things of what there was in 
the house, the carver fetched them plates of all 
manner of meats and set cups of gold by their 
side, and a manservant brought them wine and 
poured it out for them. 

[144] Then the suitors came in and took 
their places on the benches and seats. Forth- 
with men servants poured vvMtcr over their 
hands, maids went round with the bread-bas 
kets, pages filled the mixing-howls with wine 
and w^atcr, and they laid their hands upon the 
good things that were before them. As soon as 
they had had enough to eat and chink they 
w'anted music and dancing, which are the 
crowning embellishments of a bancpiet, so a 
servant brought a lyre to Phemius, whom they 
compelled perforce to sing to them. As soon as 
he touched his lyre and began to sing Telema- 
chus spike low to Minerva, with his head close 
to hers that no man might hear. 

[158] “I hope, sir," said he, “that you will 
not he offended with what I am going to say. 
Singing comes cheap to those who do not pay 
for it, and all this is done at the cost of one 
whose bones lie rotting in some waldemess or 
grinding to powder in the surf. If these men 
were to see my father come back to Ithaca they 
would pray for longer legs rather than a longer 
purse, for money would not serve them; but he, 
alas, has fallen on an ill fate, and even when 
people do sometimes say that he is coming, we 
no longer heed them; we shall never see him 
again. And now, sir, tell me a^d tell me true, 
who you are and where you ctime from. Tell 
me ot your town and parents, ^hat manner of 
ship you came in, how your cr^w brought you 
to Ithaca, and of what natioi| they declared 
themselves to be— for you cai^iot have come 
by land. Tell me also truly, for I want to know, 
are you a stranger to this house, or have you 
been here in my father's time? In the old days 
we had many visitors for my father went about 
much himself." 
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[ 178 ] And Minerva answered, *1 will tell 
you truly and particularly all about it. I am 
Mentes, son of Anchialus, and I am King of the 
Taphians. I have come here with my ship and 
crew, on a voyage to men of a foreign tongue 
being bound for Temesa with a cargo of iron, 
and I shall bring back copper. As for my ship, 
it lies over yonder off the open country away 
from the town, in the harbour Rheithron under 
the wooded mountain Neritum. Our fathers 
were friends before us, as old Laertes will tell 
you, if you will go and ask him. They say, how- 
ever, that he never comes to town now, and 
lives by himself in the country, faring hardly, 
with an old woman to look after him and get 
his dinner for him, when he comes in tired 
from pottering about his vineyard. They told 
me your father was at home again, and that was 
why I came, but it seems the gods are still keep- 
ing him back, for he is not dead yet— not on 
the mainland. It is more likely he is on some 
sea-girt island in mid ocean, or a prisoner among 
savages who are detaining him against his will. 
I am no prophet, „nd know very little about 
omens, but I speak as it is borne in upon me 
from heaven, and assure you that he will not 
be away much longer; for he is a man of such 
resource that even though he were in chains of 
iron he would find some means of getting home 
again. But tell me, and tell me true, can Ulys- 
ses really have such a fine looking fellow for a 
son? You are indet'd wonderfully like him about 
the head and eyes, for we were close friends be- 
fore he set sail for Troy w'herc the flower of all 
the Argi\'cs went also. Since that time wc have 
never cither of us seen the other.’' 

[ 214 ] “My mother,” answered Telcmachus, 
“tells me I am son to Ulysses, but it is a wise 
child that knows his own father. Would that I 
were son to one who had grown old upon his 
own estates, for, since you ask me, there is no 
more ill-starred man under heaven than he who 
they tell me is my father.” 

[ 22 ^] And Minerva said, “TTiere is no fear 
of your race dying out yet, while Penelope has 
such a fine son as you are. But tell me, and tell 
me tnie, what is the meaning of all this feast- 
ing, and who are these people? What is it all 
about? Have you some banquet, or is there a 
wedding in the family— for no one seems to be 
bringing any provisions of his own? And the 
guests-^ow atrociously they are behaving; 
what riot they make over the whole house; it is 
enough to disgust any respectable person who 
comes near them.” 

[^ 30 ] “Sir,” said Telemachus, "as regards 


your question, so long as my father was here it 
was well with us and with the house, but the 
gods in their displeasure have willed it other- 
wise, and have hidden him away more closely 
than mortal man was ever yet hidden. 1 could 
have borne it better even though he were dead, 
if he had fallen with his men before Troy, or 
had died with friends around him when the 
days of his fighting were done; for then the 
Achaeans would have built a mound over his 
ashes, and I should myself have been heir to 
his renown; but now the storm-winds have 
spirited him away we know not whither; he is 
gone without leaving so much as a trace behind 
him, and 1 inherit nothing hut dismay. Nor 
docs the matter end simply with grief for the 
loss of my father; hea\ cn has laid sorrows upon 
me of yet another kind; for the chiefs from all 
our islands, Dulichium, Same, and the wwd- 
land island of Zacynthiis, as also all the princi- 
pal men of Ithaca itself, are eating up my house 
under the pretext of paying their court to my 
mother, who will neither point blank say that 
she will not marry, nor yet bring matters to an 
end, so they arc making havoc of iny estate, 
and before long will do so also w'ith myself.” 

[ 2 ^ 2 ] “Is that so?” exclaimed Minen^a, “then 
you do indeed want Ulysses home again. Give 
him his helmet, shield, and a couple of lances, 
and if he is the man he was when I first knew 
him in our house, drinking and making merry, 
he would soon lay his hands about these ras- 
cally suitors, were he to stand once more U[X)n 
his own threshold. I le was then coming from 
Ephyra, where he had lx:en to beg poison for 
his arrows from Hus, son of Mermerus. Ilus 
feared the ever-living gods and would not give 
him any, but my father let him have some, for 
he was very fond of him. If Ulysses is the man 
he then was these suitors will have a short 
shrift and a sorry wedding. 

[ 267 ] “But there! It rests with heaven to de- 
termine whether he is to return, and take his 
revenge in his own house or no, I would, how- 
ever, urge you to set about trying to get rid of 
these suitors at once. Take my advice, call the 
Achaean heroes in assembly to-morrow morn- 
ing— lay your case before them, and call heaven 
to bear you witness. Bid the suitors take them- 
selves off, each to his own place, and if your 
mother s mind is set on marrying again, let her 
go back to her father, who will find her a hus- 
band and provide her with all the marriage gifts 
that so dear a daughter may expect. As for 
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men, and go in quest of your father who has so 
long been missing. Some one jnay tell you some- 
thing, or (and people often hear things in this 
wav) some heaven-sent message may direct 
you. First go to Pylos and ask Nestor; thence 
go on to Sparta and visit Menelaus, lor he got 
home last of all the Achieans; if you hear that 
your father is alive and on his way home, you 
can put up with the W'aste these suitors will 
make for yet another tw'clve months. If on the 
other hand you hear of his death, come home 
at once, celebrate his funeral rites w'ith all due 
pomp, build a barrow to his memory, and make 
your mother mariy^ again. Then, having done 
all this, think it well over in yonr mind how, 
by fair means or foul, you may kill these suitors 
in your own house. You are too old to plead 
infancy any longer; have you not heard how 
people are singing Orestes’ praises for having 
killed his father's murderer .^Tgisthus? You are 
a fine, smart looking fellow; show your mettle, 
then, and make yourself a name in story. Now, 
how'cver, I must go back to my sliip and to my 
crew, who will be impatient if 1 keep them 
waiting longer; think the matter over for your- 
self, and remember w'hat 1 have said to you."' 

[^o6] ‘'Sir,*' answered Telcmachiis, “it has 
been very kind of you to talk to me in this umv, 
as though I were your own son, and I will clo 
all you tell me; I know you want to be getting 
on with your voyage, but stay a little longer till 
you have taken a bath and refreshed yourself. 
I will then give you a present, and you shall ^o 
on your way rejoicing; 1 will gi\'e you one of 
great beauty and value— a keepsake such as 
only dear friends give to one another.” 

[^14] Minerva answered, “Do not try to 
keep me, for I w^ould be on my way at once. 
As for any present you may be disposed to make 
me, keep it till I come again, and I will take it 
home with me. You shall give me a very good 
one, and I will give you one of no less value in 
return.” 

[3^9] With these words she flew away like 
a bird into the air, but she had given Telcma- 
chus courage, and had made him think more 
than ever about his father. He felt the change, 
wondered at it, and knew that the stranger had 
been a god, so he went straight to where the 
suitors were sitting. 

[32s] Phemius was still singing, and his 
hearers sat rapt in silence as he told the sad tale 
of the return from Troy, and the ills Minerva 
had laid upon the Achaeans. Penelope, daugh- 
ter of Icarius, heard his song from her room up- 
stairs, and came down by the great staircase, 


not alone, but attended by two of her hand- 
maids. When she reached the suitors she stood 
by one of the bearing posts that supported the 
roof of the cloisters with a staid maiden on 
either side of her. She held a veil, moreover, 
before her face, and W’as weeping bitterly. 

[337 J “Phemius,” she cried, “you know many 
another feat of gods and heroes, such as poets 
love to celebrate. Sing the suitors some one of 
these, and let them drink their wine in silence, 
but cease this sad tale, for it breaks my sorrow- 
ful heart, and reminds me of my lost husband 
whom 1 mourn ever with (mt ceasing, and whose 
name was great over all Hellas and middle 
Argos.” 

[343] “Mother,” answered Telemachus, “let 
the bard sing what he has a mind to; bards do 
not make the ills they sing of, it is Jove, not 
they, who makes them, and who sends weal or 
woe upon mankind according to his owm g{)od 
pleasure. 1 his fellow means no hann by sing- 
ing the ill fated return of the Da naans, for 
people always applaud the latest songs most 
wannlv. Make up your mirul to it and bear it; 
Ulysses is not the only man who never came 
back from 1 roy, but many another went down 
as well as he. Cio, then, within the house and 
busy yourself with your daily duties, your 
kx)m, your distaff, and the ordering of your 
servants; for speech is man’s matter, and mine 
above ail others— for it is 1 who am master 
here.” 

[^Oo] She went w'ondoring back into the 
house, and laid her son's saying in her heait. 
Then, going upstairs with her hantimaids into 
her room, she mourned her dear husband till 
Minciv'a shed sweet sleep over her eyes. But 
the suitors were clamorous throughout the cov- 
ered cloisters, and prayed each one that he 
might be her bed fellow, 

/36S7 Then Telemachus spoke, “Shame- 
less,” he cried, “and insolent suitors, let us 
feast at our pleasure now, and let there be no 
brawding, for it is a rare thing to hear a man 
with such a divine voice as Phetnius has; hut 
in the morning meet me in full assembly that 
1 may give you formal notice ti) depart, and 
feast at one another's houses, turn and turn 
about, at your own cost. If on tl^c other hand 
you choose to persist in spungfhg upon one 
man, heaven help me, but Jove shall reckon 
with you in full, and when you fall in my 
father’s house there shall be no man to avenge 
you.” 

l^Si] The suitors bit tbeir lips as they heard 
him, and marvelled at the boldness of his 
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speech. Then, Antinous, son of Eupeithes, 
said, ^‘The gods seem to have given you lessons 
in bluster and tall talking; may Jove never 
grant you to be chief in Ithaca as your father 
was before you.” 

[3 88] Telemaehus ansux'rcd, “Antinous, do 
not chide with me, but, god willing, 1 will be 
chief too if I can. Is this the worst fate you can 
think of for me? It is no bad thing to be a 
chief, for it brings both riches and honour. 
Still, now' that Ulysses is dead there are many 
great men in Ithaca both old and young, and 
some other may take the lead among them; 
nevertheless I will be chief in my own house, 
and will rule those whom Ulysses has won for 
me." 

[^99] Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, 
answered, “It rests with heaven to decide who 
shall be chief among us, but you shall be mas- 
ter in your own house and over your own pos- 
sessions; no one while there is a man in Ithaca 
shall do you violence nor rob you. And now, 
my good fellow, I want to know' about this 
stranger. What roio does he come from? Of 
w'hat family is he, and where is his estate? Has 
he brought you news about the return of your 
father, or w'as he on business of his owm? He 
seemed a w’cll-to do man, but he hurried off so 
suddenly that he w'as gone in a moment before 
w e could get to know him,” 

[412] “My father is dead and gone,” an- 
swered Telemaehus, “and even if some rumour 
reaches me I put no more faith in it now. My 
mother does indeed somctinics send for a sooth’ 
sayer and question him, hut I give his proph- 
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ecyings no heed. As for the stranger, he was 
Mentes, son of Anchialus, chief of the Taphi- 
ans, an old friend of my father s.” But in his 
heart he knew that it had been the goddess. 

[421] The suitors then returned to their 
singing and dancing until the evening; but 
when night fell upon their pleasuring they 
went home to bed each in his owm abode. Tc- 
Icmachus’s room was high up in a tower that 
looked on to the outer court; hither, then, lie 
hied, brooding and full of thought. A good old 
w'oman, Huryclea, daughter of Ops, the son of 
Pisenor, went before him with a couple of 
blazing torches. Laertes had bought her wdth 
his own money w'hen she was quite young; he 
gave the worth of twenty oxen for her, and 
shewed as much respect to her in his household 
as he did to his own wedded wife, but he did 
not take her to his bed for he feared his wife's 
resentment. She it was wdio now lighted Te- 
lemachus to his loom, and she loved him better 
than any of the other women in the house did, 
for she had nursed him when he was a baby. 
I le opened the door of his bed room and sat 
down upon the bed; as he took off his shirt he 
gave it to the good old woman, who folded it 
tidily up, and hung it for him over a peg by 
his bed side, after which she went out, pulled 
the door to bv a silver catch, and drew the bolt 
home by means of the strap. But Telemaehus 
as he lay covered with a wcxillen fleece kept 
thinking all night through of his intended voy- 
age and of the counsel that Minerv'a had given 
him. 
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N OW when the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, Telemachus 
rose and dressed himself. He bound his 
sandals on to his comely feet, girded his sword 
about his shoulder, and left his room looking 
like an immortal god. He at once sent the criers 
round to call the people in assembly, so they 
called them and the people gathered thereon; 
then, when they were got together, he went to 
the place of assembly spear in hand— not alone, 
for his two hounds went with him. Minerva 
endowed him with a presence of such divine 
comeliness that all marvelled at him as he went 
by, and when he took his place in his fathers 
seat even the oldest councillors made way for 
him. 

[i^] /Egyptius, a man bent double with 
age, and of infinite experience, was the first to 
speak. His son Antiphus had gone with Ulys- 
ses to llius, land of noble steeds, but the savage 
Cyclops had killed him when they were all 
shut up in the cave, and had cooked his last 
dinner for him. He had three sons left, of 
whom two still worked on their father's land, 
while the third, Eurynomus, was one of the 
suitors; nevertheless their father could not get 
over the loss of Antiphus, and was still weeping 
for him when he began his speech. 

[2^] ‘‘Men of Ithaca," he said, *‘hear my 
words. From the day Ulysses left us there has 
been no meeting of our councillors until now; 
who then can it be, whether old or young, that 
finds it so necessary to convene us? Has he got 
wind of some host approaching, and does he 
wish to warn us, or would he speak upon some 
other matter of public moment? I am sure he 
is an excellent person, and I hope Jove will 
grant him his heart's desire," 

[35] Telemachus took this speech as of good 
omen and rose at once, for he was bursting with 
what he had to say. He stood in the middle of 
the assembly and the good herald Pisenor 
brought him his staflF. Then, turning to ^gyp- 
tins, "Sii," said he, “it is I, as you will shortly 
learn, who have convened you, for it is 1 who 
am the most aggrieved. I have not got wind of 


any host approaching about which I would 
warn you, nor is there any matter of public 
moment on which 1 would speak. My griev- 
ance is purely personal, and turns on two great 
misfoi tunes which have fallen upon my house. 
The first of these is the loss of my c.xccllent 
father, who was chief among all you here pres- 
ent, and was like a father to every one of vou; 
the second is much more serious, and ere long 
w'ill be the utter ruin of my estate. The sons of 
all the chief men among you are pestering my 
mother to marry them against her will. They 
are afraid to go to her father Tcarius, asking him 
to choose the one he likes best, and to provide 
marriage gifts for his daughter, but day by day 
they keep hanging about my father s house, 
sacrificing our oxen, sheep, and fat goals for 
their banquets, and never giving so much as a 
thought to the quantity of wine they drink. 
No estate can stand such recklessness, we have 
now no Ulysses to w'ard offjiarm from our 
doors, and I cannot hold my own against them. 
1 shall never all my days be as good a man as 
he was, still 1 would indeed defend myst-'lf if I 
had power to do so, for 1 cannot stand such 
treatment any longer; my house is being dis- 
graced and ruined. Have respect, therefore, to 
your own consciences and to public opinion. 
Fear, too, the wrath of lieaven, lest the gods 
should be displeased and turn upon you. I 
pray you by Jove and Themis, who is the be- 
ginning and the end of councils, [do not] hold 
back, my friends, and leave me singlchandcd— 
unless it be that my brave father Ulysses did 
some wrong to the Acha^ans wh^ch you would 
now avenge on me, by aiding and abetting 
these suitors. Moreover, if I am |o be eaten out 
of house and home at all, I had .father you did 
the eating yourselves, for I coul|[ then take ac- 
tion against you to some purpose; and serve you 
with notices from house to hous^ till I ^ot paid 
in full, whereas now I have no remedy. 

[So] With this Telemachus dashed his staff 
to the ground and burst into tears. Every one 
was very sorry for him, but they all sat still and 
no one ventured to make him an angry answer, 
88 
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gave only Antinous, who spoke thus: 

[8s] “Telemachus, insolent braggart that you 
are, how dare you try to throw the blame upon 
us suitors:^ It is your mother’s fault not ours, for 
she is a very artful woman. This three years 
past, and close on four, she has been driving 
us out of our minds, by encouraging each one 
of us, and sending him messages without mean- 
ing one word of what she says. And then there 
was that other trick she played us. She set up 
a great taml)our frame in her room, and began 
to work on an enormous piece of fine needle- 
work. 'Sweet hearts,’ said she, ‘Ulysses is in- 
deed dead, still do not press me to marry again 
immediately, w^ait— for I would not have my 
skill in needlework perish unrecorded— till T 
have completed a pall for the hero Laertes, to 
be in readiness against the time when death 
shall take him. He is very rich, and the women 
of the place will talk if he is laid out without 
a pall.^ 

[ 103) “This was what she said, and we as- 
sented; whereon we could see her w'orking on 
her great w'cb all hy long, but at night she 
would unpick the stitches again by torchlight. 
She fooled us in this way for three years and 
we never found her out, but as time wore on 
and she was now in her fourth year, one of her 
maids who knew what she w^as doing told us, 
and we caught her in the act of undoing her 
work, so she had to finish it whether she w^ould 
or no. The suitors, therefore, make you this an- 
swer, that both you and the Acliaeans may 
understand— -‘Send your mother away, and bid 
her marrv the man of her own and of her fa- 
ther's choice’; for I do not know what will hap- 
pen if she goes on plaguing us much longer 
with the airs she gives herself on the score of the 
accomplishments Minerva has taught her, and 
because she is so clever. We never yet heard of 
such a woman; we know all about Tyro, Alc- 
mena, Mycene, and the famous women of old, 
but they were nothing to your mother, any one 
of them. It was not fair of her to treat us in that 
way, and as long as she continues in the mind 
with which heaven has now endowed her, so 
long shall we go on eating up your estate; and 
I do not see why she should change, for she gets 
all the honour and glory, and it is you who 
pay for it, not she. Understand, then, that we 
will not go back to our lands, neither here nor 
elsewhere, till she has made her choice and 
married some one or other of us.” 

f 1 29 / Telemachus answered, “Antinous, how 
can I drive the mother who bore me from my 
father's house? My father is abroad and we 


do not know whether he is alive or dead. It will 
be hard on me if I have to pay Icarius the large 
sum which I must give him if I insist on send- 
ing his daughter back to him. Not only will he 
deal rigorously with me, but heaven will also 
punish me; for my mother when she leaves 
the house will call on the Erinyes to avenge 
her; besides, it would not be a creditable thing 
to do, and I will have nothing to say to it. If 
you choose to take ofience at this, leave the 
house and feast elsewhere at one another's 
houses at your own cost turn and turn about. 
If, on the other hand, you elect to persist in 
sponging upon one man, heaven help me, hut 
Jove shall reckon with you in full, and when 
you fall in my father’s house there shall be no 
man to avenge you.” 

[146] As he spoke Jove sent two eagles from 
the top of the mountain, and they flew on and 
on with the wind, sailing side by side in their 
own lordly flight. When they were right oxer 
the middle of the assembly they wheeled and 
circled about, beating the air with their v\ings 
and glaring death into the eyes of them that 
were below; then, fighting fiercely and tearing 
at one another, they flew olY towards the right 
over the town. The people wondered as they 
saw them, and asked each other what all this 
might be; whereon Halitherscs, who was the 
best prophet and reader of omens among them, 
spoke to them plainly and in all honesty, say- 
ing: 

1 1 61] “Hear me, men of Ithaca, and I speak 
more particularly to the suitors, for I see mis- 
chief brewing for them. Ulysses is not going to 
be away much longer; indeed he is close at 
hand to deal out death and destruction, not 
on them alone, but on many another of us who 
live in Ithaca. Let us then be wise in time, and 
put a stop to this wickedness before he comes. 
Let the suitors do so of their own accord; it will 
be better for them, for I am not prophesying 
without due knowledge; everything has hap 
pened to Ulysses as I foretold when the Argives 
set out for Troy, and he with them. I said that 
after going through much hardship and losing 
all his men he should come home again in the 
twentieth year and that no one would know 
him; and now all this is coming true.” 

[177] Eurymachus son of Polybus then said, 
“Go home, old man, and prophesy to your own 
children, or it may be worse for them. I can 
read these omens myself much better than you 
can; birds arc always flying about in the sun- 
shine somewhere or other, hut they seldom 
mean anything. Ulysses has died in a far coun- 
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try, and it is a pity you arc not dead along with 
him, instead of prating here about omens and 
adding fuel to the anger of 'relemachiis which 
is fierce enough as it is. I suppose you think he 
will give you something for your family, but T 
tell you— and it shall surely be— when an old 
man like you, who should know iKittcr, talks a 
young one over till he becomes troublesome, in 
the first place his young friend will only fare 
so much the worse— he will take nothing by it, 
for the suitors will prevent this— and in the 
next, wc will lay a heavier fine, sir, upon your- 
self than you will at all like paying, for it will 
bear hardly up<in you. As for Telemachus, I 
warn him in the presence of you all to send his 
mother back to her father, who will find her 
a husband and pro\ide her with all the mar- 
riage gifts so dear a daughter may expect, 'nil 
then we shall go on harassing him with our 
suit; lor wc fear no man, and care neither for 
him, with all his fine speeches, nor for any 
fortune-telling of yours. You may preach as 
much as you please, but we shall only hate you 
the more. We shall go back and continue to eat 
up I’clemachuss estate without paying him, 
till such time as his mother leaves oil torment- 
ing us by keeping us day after day on the tip- 
toe of e.xpcctation, each vying with the other 
in his suit for a prize of such rare perfection. 
Besides we cannot go after the other w'omen 
whom we should marry in due course, but for 
the way in which she treats us." 

[ 208 ] Tlicn Telemachus said, "Eurymachus, 
and you other suitors, I shall say no more, and 
entreat you no further, for the gods and the 
people of Ithaca now know my stor)\ Give me, 
then, a ship and a crew of twenty men to take 
me hither and thither, and 1 will go to Sparta 
and to Pylos in quest of my father who has 
so long been missing. Some one may tell me 
something, or (and people often hear things 
in this way) some heaven-sent message may 
direct me. If I can hear of him as alive and 
on his way home I will put up with the 
waste you suitors will make for yet another 
twelve months. If on the other hand I hear of 
his death, I will return at once, celebrate his 
funeral rites with all due pomp, build a bar- 
row to his memory, and make my mother marry 
again." 

[224] With these words he sat down, and 
Mentor who had been a friend of Ulysses, and 
had been left in charge of everything with full 
authority over the servants, rose to speak. I le, 
then, plainly and in all honesty addressed them 
thus: 


[22g] "Hear me, men of Ithaca, I hope that 
you may never have a kind and well-disposed 
ruler any more, nor one who will govern you 
equitably; I hope that all your chiefs hence- 
forward may he cruel and unjust, for there is 
not one of yem hut has forgotten llly.sses, who 
ruled you as though he were your father. I am 
not half so angr)' with the suitors, for if they 
choose to do violence in the naughtiness of 
iheir hearts, and wager their heads that Ulysses 
will not return, they can take the high hand 
and cat up his estate, but as for you others I 
am shocked at the way in which you all sit still 
without even trying to stop such scandalous go- 
ings on— which you could do if you chose, for 
you are many and they are few." 

[242] Leiocritus, son of Evenor, answered 
him saying, "Mentor, what folly is all this, that 
you should set the people to stay us? It is a hard 
thing for one man to fight with manv about 
his victuals. Even though Ulysses himself were 
to set upon us while we arc feasting in his 
house, and do his best to oust us, liis wife, who 
WMnts him hack so vciy badly, would have 
small cause for rejoicing, and his blood would 
be upon his own head if he fought against .such 
great odds, 'rherc is no sense in what you liavc 
been saying. Now, therefore, do you people go 
about your business, and let his father's old 
friends. Mentor and I lalitherses, speed this hoy 
on his journey, if he goes at all— which 1 do not 
think he will, for he is more litely to slay where 
he is till some one comes and tells him some 
thing." 

^257/ On this he broke up the assembly, and 
every man went hack to his own abode, while 
the suitors returned to the house of Ulysses 

[260] Then Telemachus went all alone by 
the sea side, wTished his hands in the grey 
waves, and prayed to Minerva. 

[262] "Hear me," he cried, "you god who 
visited me yesterday, and bade me sail the seas 
in search of my father w'ho has so long been 
missing. I would obey you, but the Acnaeans, 
and more particularly the wicked suitors, arc 
hindering me that 1 cannot do $0." 

[26^] As hethusprayed,Mii|ervacame close 
up to him in the likeness and wjth the voice of 
Mentor. "Telemachus," said she, "if you arc 
made of the same stuff as your father you wall 
be neither fool nor coward henceforward, for 
Ulysses never broke his word nor left his work 
half done. If, then, you take after him, your 
voyage will not be fruitless, but unless you 
have the blood of Ulysses and of Penelope in 
your veins I see no likelihood of your succeed- 
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ing. Sons are seldom as good men as their 
fathers; they are generally worse, not better; 
still, as you arc not going to be cither fool or 
coward henceforward, and arc not entirely 
without some share of your father's wise dis- 
cernment, 1 look with hope upon your under- 
taking. But mind you never make common 
cause with any of those foolish suitors, for they 
have neither sense nor virtue, and give no 
thought to death and to the doom that will 
shortly fall on one and all of them, so that they 
shall perish on the same day. As for your voy- 
age, it sliall not be long delayed; your father 
was such an old friend of mine that I will hnd 
you a ship, and will conic with you myself. 
Now, however, return home, and go aliout 
among the suitors: begin getting jirovisions 
ready for your voyage; see evcrvthing well 
stowed, the wine in jars, and the barley meal, 
which is the staff of life, in leathern bags, while 
1 go round the tow n and heat up volunteers at 
once. There arc many ships in Ithaca both old 
and new; T will run my eye over them for you 
and w'ill choose rli.* we will get her ready 
and will put out to sea without delay." 

/ 296 / riuis spoke Minerva daughter of Jove, 
and lelcmachtis lost no time in doing as the 
goddess told him. 1 le went moodily home, and 
found the suitors Haying goats and singeing 
jugs in tliL outer couit. Ancinous came up to 
him at once and lauglved as lie toc'k his hand in 
his own, saying, “1 elcmachus, my fine tire- 
eatei, hear no moic ill blood neither in word 
nor deed, but eat and drink with us as you used 
to do. The Achieans will find you in every- 
tliing-a ship and a picked crew to boot— so 
that you can set sail for Pylos at once and get 
news of your noble father." 

/301)/ “Antinous," answered Telcmachus,*! 
cannot cal in peace, nor take pleasure of any 
kind with such men as you are. Was it not 
enough that you should waste so much good 
property of mine while I was yet a boy? Now 
that 1 am older and know more about it, J am 
also stronger, and whether here among this 
people, or by going to Pylos, I will do you all 
.the harm 1 can. I shall go, and niy going will 
not he in vain— though, thanks to you suitors, 
I have neither ship nor crew of iny own, and 
must be passenger not captain." 

[^21] As he spoke he snatched his hand 
fivim that of Antmous. MeanwTilc the others 
went on getting dinner ready about the build- 
ings, jeering at him tauntingly as they did so. 

/3257 ‘T elemachus," said one youngster, 
^'mcans to be the death of us; I suppose he 


thinks he can bring friends to help him from 
Pylos, or again from Sparta, where he seems 
bent on going. Or will he go to Hphyra as well, 
for poison to put in our wine and kill us?" 

[33^] Another said, "Perhaps if Telcrnachus 
goes on board ship, he w'ill be like his father 
and pc ri.sh far from his friends. In this case wc 
should have plenty to do, for we could then 
divide up his property amongst us: as for the 
house we can let his mother and the man who 
marries her have that." 

[337] This was how they talked. But Te- 
lemachus went down into the lofty and spa- 
cious store-room where his father’s treasure of 
gold and bronze lay heaped up upon the Hoor, 
and where the linen and spare clothes w^cre 
kept in oaken chests. Here, too, there was a 
store of fragrant olive oil, while casks of old 
well-ripened wine, unblended and fit for a god 
to drink, were ranged against the wall in case 
Ul) ^sscs should cjome home again after all. 'Phe 
room was closed with well-made doors opening 
in the middle, moreover the faithful old house 
keeper Huiyxlca, daughter of Ops the son of 
Pisenor, w.is in charge of everything both night 
and day. I’clcmachus called her to the store- 
room and said: 

[349] “Nurse, draw me off some of the best 
wine you ha\x*, after what you are keeping for 
my father’s own drinking, in case, poor man, 
he should escape death, and find his way home 
again after all. Let me have twelve jars, and 
see that they all have lids; also fill me some 
well- sewn leathern bags with barley meal— 
about twenty measures in all. Get these things 
put together at once, and say nothing about it. 
1 will take everything away this evening as 
soon as my mother has gone upstairs for the 
night. 1 am going to Sparta and to Pylos to see 
if I can hear anything about the return of my 
dear father. 

1^61] When Euryclea heard this she began 
to ciy% and spoke fondly to him, saying, "My 
dear child, what ever can have put such v 
notion as that into your head? Where in the 
world do you want to go to— you, who are the 
one hope of the house? Your poor father is dead 
and gone in some foreign country nobody 
knows where, and as soon as your hack is turned 
these wicked ones here will be scheming to get 
you pul out of the way, and will share all your 
possessions among themselves; stay where you 
are among your own people, and do not go 
w'andcring and w'orrying your life out on the 
barren ocean." 

[37^] “Fear not, nurse," answered Tclcni- 
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achus, ‘Viiy scheme is not without heaven's 
sanction; but swear that you will say nothing 
about all this to my mother, till I have been 
away some ten or twelve days, unless she hears 
of my having gone, and asks you; for I do not 
want her to spoil her beauty by crying." 

[ 377 ] The old woman swore most solemnly 
that she w'ould not, and when she had com- 
pleted her oath, she began drawing off the 
wine into jars, and getting the barley meal into 
the bags, while Telemachus went back to the 
suitors. 

[^ 82 ] Then Miner\'a bethought her of an- 
other matter. She took his shape, and went 
round the town to each one of the crew, telling 
them to meet at the ship by sundown. She 
went also to Noemon son of Phronius, and 
asked him to let her have a ship— which he was 
verv ready to do. When the sun had set and 
daricness was over all the land, she got the 
ship into the water, put all the tackle on board 
her that ships generally carry, and stationed 
her at the end of the liarbour. Presently the 
crew came up, and the goddess spoke encourag- 
ingly to each of them. 

/ 393j Furthermore she went to the house of 
Ulysses, and threw the suitors into a deep slum- 
ber. She caused their drink to fuddle them, 
and made them drop their cups from their 
hands, so that instead of sitting over their wine, 
they went back into the town to sleep, with 
their eyes heavy and full of drowsiness. Then 
she took the form and voice of Mentor, and 
called Telemachus to conic outside. 

[ 402 ] “Telemachus," said she, “the men are 
on board and at their oars, waiting for you to 


give your orders, so make haste and let us be 
off." 

/405 7 On this slie led the way, while Telem- 
achus followed ill her steps. When they got to 
the ship they found the crew waiting by the 
water side, and Telemachus said, “Now my 
men, help me to get the stores on board; they 
are all put together in the cloister, and my 
mother docs not know anything about it, nor 
any of the maid scri'ants except one." 

[ 41 ^] With these words he led the way and 
the others followed after. When they had 
brought the things as ho told them, Telema- 
ebus went on board, Minerva going before him 
and taking her seat in the stern of tlie vessel, 
W'hilc Telemachus Siit beside her. Then the 
men loosed the hawsers and took their places 
on the benches. Minerva sent them a fair wind 
from the West, that whistled over the deep 
blue waves whereon 1 clemachus told them to 
catch hold of the ropes and hoist sail, and they 
did as he told them. They set the mast in its 
socket in the cross plank, raised it, and made it 
fast with the forestays; then they hoisted their 
white sails aloft with ropes of twisted ox hide. 
As the sail helliecl out with the wind, the ship 
flew through the deep blue water, and the 
foam hissed against her hows as she sped on- 
ward. 7 hcn they made all fast throughout the 
ship, Gllcd the mixing-howls to the brim, and 
made drink olferings to the immonal gods that 
are from everlasting, but more particularly to 
the grey eyed daughter of Jove. 

7434/ 1 hus, then, the ship sped on her way 
through the watches of the night from dark 
till dawn. 
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B ut as the sun was rising from the fair sea 
into the firmament of heaven to shed 
light on mortals and immortals, they 
reached Pylos the city of Neleus. Now the peo- 
ple of Pylos were gathered on the sea shore to 
offer sacrifice of black bulls to Neptune lord of 
the Earthquake. There were nine guilds with 
five hundred men in each, and there were nine 
bulls to each guild. As they were eating the in- 
ward meatb and burning the thigh bones [on 
the embers] in the name of Neptune, Telema- 
chus and his crew arrived, furled their sails, 
brought their ship to anchor, and went ashore. 

[12] Minerva K'* tho way and Telemachus 
followed her. Presently she said, ^'Telemachus, 
you must not be in the least shy or nervous; you 
have taken this voyage to try and find out where 
your father is buried and how he came by his 
end; so go straight up to Nestor that we may 
sec what he has got to tell us. Beg of him to 
speak the truth, and he will tell no lies, for he 
is an excellent person.” 

[21] “But how. Mentor,” replied Telema- 
chus, “dare 1 go up to Nestor, and how am I to 
address him? I have never yet been used to 
holding long conversations wdth people, and 
am ashamed to begin (jucstioning one who is so 
muth older than myself.*' 

I is] “Some things, Telemachus,” answered 
Minerva, “will be suggested to you by your 
own instinct, and heaven will prompt you fur- 
ther; for I am assured that the gods have been 
with you from the time of your birth until now.” 

[29] She then went quickly on, and Telem- 
achus followed in her steps till they reached the 
place where the guilds of the Pylian people 
were assembled, 1 here they found Nestor sit- 
ting with his sons, while his company round 
him w ere busy getting dinner ready, and putting 
pieces of meat on to the spits while other pieces 
were cooking. When they saw the strangers 
they crowded round them, took them by the 
hand and bade them take their places. Nestor s 
son Pisistratus at once offered his hand to each 
of them, and seated them on some soft sheep- 
skins that w^ere lying on the sands near his 


father and his brother Thrasymedes. Then he 
gave them their portions of the inward meats 
and poured wine for them into a golden cup, 
handing it to Minen^a first, and saluting her at 
the same time. 

[4^] “Offer a prayer, sir,” .said he, “to King 
Neptune, for it is his feast that you are joining; 
when you have duly prayed and made your 
drink-offering, pass the cup to your friend that 
he may do so also. I doubt not that he too lifts 
his hands in prayer, for man cannot live with- 
out God in the world. Still he is younger than 
you are, and is much of an age with myself, so 
1 will give you the precedence.” 

Isn As he spoke he handed her the cup. 
Minerva thought il very right and proper of 
him to have given it to herself first; she accord- 
ingly began praying heartily to Neptune. “O 
thou,” she cried, “that cncirclcst the earth, 
vouchsafe to grant the prayers of thy sen'ants 
that call upon thee. More especially we pray 
thee send down thy grace on Nestor and on his 
sons; thereafter also make the rest of the Pvlian 
people some handsome return for the goodly 
hecatomb they are offering you. Lastly, grant 
Telemachus and myself a happy issue, in re- 
spect of the matter that has brought us in our 
ship to Pylos.” 

[6z] VVhen she had thus made an end of 
praying, she handed the cup to Telemachus 
and he prayed likewise. By and by, when the 
outer meats were roasted and had been taken 
off the spits, the carvers gave every man his 
portion and thev all made an excellent dinner. 
As soon as they had had enough to eat and 
drink, Nestor, knightofGerenc, liegan to speak. 

[6q] “Now,” said he, “that our guests have 
done their dinner, it will be best to ask them 
who they arc. Who, then, sir strangers, are you, 
and from what port have you sailed? Arc you 
traders? or do you sail the seas as rovers with 
your hand against every man, and every man's 
hand against you?” 

[75] Telemachus answered boldly, for Mi- 
nerva had given him courage to ask about his 
father and get himself a good name. 
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[79 ] ^*Ncstor,” said he, ‘‘son of Neleus, hon- 
our to the Achaean name, you ask whence we 
come, and I will tell you. We come from Ithaca 
under Neritum, and the matter about which I 
would speak is of private not public import, I 
seek news of my unhappy father Ulysses, who 
is said to have sacked the town of Troy in com- 
pany with yourself. We know what fate befell 
each one of the other heroes who fought at 
Troy, but as regards Ulysses heaven has hidden 
from us the knowledge even that he is dead at 
all, for no one can certify us in what place he 
perished, nor say whether he fell in battle on 
the mainland, or was lost at sea amid the waves 
of Amphitrite. Ihcrefore I am suppliant at 
your knees, if haply you may be pleased to tell 
me of his melancholy end, whether you saw it 
with your own eyes, or heard it from some other 
traveller, for he W'as a man born to trouble. Do 
not soften things out of any pity for me, but 
tell me in all plainness exactly what you saw. 
If my brave father Ulysses ever did you loyal 
serx^ice, either by word or deed, when you 
Achaians w'ere harassed among the I’rojans, 
bear it in mind now as in my favour and tell 
me truly all.” 

[101] ‘*My friend,” answered Nestor, “you 
recall a time of much sorrow to my mind, for 
the brave Achaeans suffered much both at sea, 
while privateering under Achilles, and when 
fighting before the great city of king Priam. 
Our best men all of them fell there— Ajax, 
Achilles, Patroclus peer of gods in counsel, and 
my own dear son Antilochus, a man singularly 
fleet of foot and in fight valiant. But w^c suffered 
much more than this; what mortal tongue in- 
deed could tell the whole story? Though you 
were to stay here and question me for five years, 
or even six, I could not tell you all that the 
Achaeans suffered, and you would turn home- 
ward weary of my tale before it ended. Nine 
long years did we try ever)' kind of stratagem, 
but the hand of heaven was against us; during 
all this time there was no one who could com- 
pare with your father in subtlety— if indeed you 
are his son— I can hardly believe my eyes— and 
you talk just like him too— no one' would say 
that people of such different ages could speak 
so much alike. He and I never had any kind of 
difierence from first to last neither in camp nor 
council, but in singleness of heart and purpose 
we advised the Argives how all might be or- 
dered for the best. 

[iS^] “When, however, we had sacked the 
city of Priam, and were setting sail in our ships 
as heaven had dispersed us, then Jove saw fit 


to vex the Argives on their homeward voyage; 
for they had not all been either wise or under- 
standing, and hence many came to a bad end 
through the displeasure of Jove’s daughter Mi- 
nerva, who brought about a quarrel between 
the two sons of Atreus. 

[137] “The sons of Atreus called a meeting 
which was not as it should be, for it was sunset 
and the Achaeans were heavy with wine. WHien 
they explained why they had called the people 
together, it seemed that Mcnclaus w'as for sail- 
ing homeward at once, and this displeased Aga- 
memnon, who thought that we should wait till 
we had offered hecatombs to appease the anger 
of Minerva. Fool that he was, he might have 
known that he would not prevail with her, for 
when the gods have made up their minds they 
do not change them lightly. So the two stood 
bandying hard words, whereon the Achieans 
sprang to their feet with a cry that rent the air, 
and were of two minds as to what they should do. 

/15 1 j “1 hat night we rested and nursed our 
anger, for Jove was hatching mischief against 
us. But in the morning some of us drew our 
ships into the water and put our goods with 
our women on board, while the rest, about half 
in number, stayed behind with Agamemnon. 
We— the other half— embarked and sailed; and 
the ships went w^cll, for heaven bad sinootlied 
the sea. When we reached Tenedos we offered 
sacrifices to the gods, for we were longing to 
get home; cruel Jove, however, did not yet mean 
that we should do so, and raised a second quar- 
rel in the course of which some among us turned 
their ships back again, and sailed away under 
Ulysses to make their peace with Agamcnnion; 
but 1, and all the ships that were w^ith me 
rcssed forw'ard, for I saw that mischief was 
revving. The son of Tydeus went on also with 
me, and his crews with him. Later on Mcnc- 
laus joined us at Lesbos, and found us making 
up our minds about our course— for vve did not 
know whether to go outside Chios by the island 
of Psyra, keeping this to our left, or inside 
Chios, over against the stormy headland of 
Mimas. So wc asked heaven for a sign, and were 
shown one to the effect that we should be sexm- 
est out of danger if wc headed o4r ships across 
the open sea to Lubcea. 1 his we therefore did, 
and a fair wind sprang up whith gave us a 
quick passage during the night to Gcraestus, 
where we offered many sacrifices to Neptune 
for having helped us so far on our way. Four 
days later Diomed and his men stationed their 
ships in Argos, but I held on for Pylos, and the 
wind never fell light from the day when heaven 
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first made it fair for me. 

[184] “Therefore, my dear young friend, I 
returned without hearing anything about the 
others. I know neither who got home safely nor 
who were lost but, as in duty bound, I will 
give you without reserve the reports that have 
reached me since I have been here in my own 
house. They say the Myrmidons returned home 
safely under Achilles’ son Ncoptolemus; so also 
did the valiant son of Poias, Philoctetes. Idome- 
neus, again, lost no men at sea, and all his fol- 
lowers who escaped death in the held got s<ifc 
home with him to Crete. No matter how far 
out of the world you live, you will have heard 
of Agamemnon and the bad end he came to at 
the hands of Algisthus— and a fearful reckon- 
ing did yligisthus presently pay. Sec what a 
good thing it is for a man to leave a son behind 
him to do as Orestes did, wdio killed false 
/Tgi stilus the murderer of his noble father. 
You too, then— for you are a tall, smart looking 
fellow'— show your mettle and make yourself a 
name in story.” 

fioi] “Ne.stor son of Neleus,” answ'cred 
Tclemachus, “honour to the Achaean name, 
the Achieans applaud Orestes and his name 
W'ill live through all time for he has avenged 
his father nobly. Would that heaven might 
grant me to do like vengeance on the insolence 
of the wicked suitors, W'ho are ill treating me 
and plotting my ruin; but the gods have no 
such happiness in store for me and for my fa- 
ther, so w^e must bear it as best w'c may/' 

1 210] “My friend,” said Nestor, “now that 
you remind me, I remember to have heard that 
vour mother has many suitors, who arc ill dis- 
posed towards you and are making havoc of 
your estate. Do you submit to this tamely, or 
are public feeling and the voice of heaven 
against you? Who knows but what Ulys.ses may 
come back after all, and pay these scoundrels 
in full, either single-handed or with a force of 
Acluvans behind him? If Minerva w'cre to take 
as great a liking to you as she did to Ulysses 
when wc w'crc fighting before 1 roy (for I 
never yet saw the gods so openly fond of any 
one as Minerva then was of your father), if she 
would take as good care of you as she did of 
him, these wooers would soon some of them 
forget their w'ooing.” 

[225 J Idemachus answered, “I can expect 
:iothing of the kind; it would be far too much 
to hope for. 1 dare not let myself think of it. 
Even though the gods themselves w'illed it no 
such good fortune could befall me.” 

[22g] On this Minerva said, “Telemachus, 


what are you talking about? Heaven has a long 
arm if it is minded to .save a man; and if it W’erc 
me, 1 should not care how much I suffered lie- 
fore getting home, provided I could be safe 
when 1 was once there. I would rather this, 
than get home quickly, and then be killed in 
my own house as Agamemnon was by the treach- 
ery of /Tgisthus and his wife. Still, death is 
certain, and when a man’s hour is come, not 
even the gods can save him, no matter how 
fond they are of him.” 

[240] “Mentor,” answered Telemachus, “do 
not let us talk about it any more. There is no 
chance of my father’s ever coming back; the 
gods have long since counselled his destruction. 
There is scimcthing else, however, about which 
I should like to ask Nestor, for he know's much 
more than any one else does, 'fhey say he has 
reis^ned for three generations so that it is like 
talking to an immortal. Tell me, therefore, 
Nestor, and tell me true; how did Agamemnon 
come to die in that w’ay? What w'as Menelaus 
doing? And how came false /Egisthus to kill 
so far better a man than himself? Was Mcne- 
laus aw'ay from Achaean Argos, voyaging else- 
W'hithcr among mankind, that ^Egisthus took 
heart and killed Agamemnon?” 

[2^4] “I will tell you truly,” answ'ered Nes- 
tor, “and indeed you have yourself divined how 
It all happened. If Menelaus wiien he got back 
from 1 roy had found /Egisthus still alive in 
his house, there would have been no barrow 
heaped up for him, not even when he w^as dead, 
hut he would have been thrown outside the 
city to dogs and vultuics, and not a w'oman 
would have mourned him, for he had done a 
deed of great wickedness; but w^e were over 
there, fighting hard at Troy, and /Egisthus, 
who was taking his case quietly in the heart of 
Argos, cajoled Agamemnon’s wife Clytcmnes- 
tra with incessant flattery. 

[26$] “At first she w'ould have nothing to 
do with his wicked scheme, for she W'as of a 
ood natural disposition; moreover there wms a 
ard with her, to whom Agamemnon had given 
strict orders on setting out for Troy, that he 
was to keep guard over his wife; but when 
heaven had counselled her destruction, /Egis- 
thus carried this bard off to a desert island, and 
left him thcic for crows and seagulls to batten 
upon— after which she went willingly enough 
to the house of /Egisthus. llien he offered 
many burnt sacrifices to the gods, and decorated 
many temples with tapestries and gilding, for 
he had succeeded far beyond his expectations. 

[276] “Meanwhile Menelaus and I w^cre on 
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our way home from Troy, on good terms with 
one another. When we got to Sunium, which 
is the point of Athens, Apollo with his pain- 
less shafts killed Phrontis the steersman of 
Menelaus' ship (and never man knew better 
how to handle a vessel in rough weather) so 
that he died then and there with the helm in 
his hand, and Menelaus, though very anxious 
to press forward, had to wait in order to bury 
his comrade and give him his due funeral rites. 
Presently, when he too could put to sea again, 
and had sailed on as far as the Malean heads, 
Jove counselled evil against him and made it 
blow hard till the waves ran mountains high. 
Here he divided his fleet and took the one half 
towards Crete where the Cydonians dwell 
round about the waters of the river lardanus. 
There is a high headland hereabouts stretching 
out into the sea from a place called Gortyn, and 
all along this part of the coast as far as Phaistus 
the sea runs high when there is a south wind 
blowing, but after Phaestus the coast is more 
protected, for a small headland can make a 
great shelter. Here this part of the fleet was 
driven on to the rocks and wrecked; but the 
crews just managed to save themselves. As for 
the other five ships, they were taken by winds 
and seas to Egypt, where Menelaus gathered 
much gold and substance among people of an 
alien speech. Meanwhile yEgisthus here at 
home plotted his evil deed. For seven years- 
after he liad killed Agamemnon he ruled in 
Myccne, and the people were obedient under 
him, but in the eighth year Orestes came baok 
from Athens to be his banc, and killed the mur- 
derer of his father. Then he celebrated the fu- 
neral rites of his mother and of false i(^gisthus 
by a banejuet to the people of Argos, and on 
that very day Menelaus came home, with as 
much treasure as his ships could carry. 

J313J “Take my advice then, and do not go 
travelling about for long so far from home, nor 
leave your property with such dangerous peo- 
ple in your house; they will eat up eveiy'thing 
you have among them, and you will have been 
on a fool's errand. Still, I should advise you by 
all means to go and visit Menelaus, who has 
lately come off a voyage among such distant 
peoples as no man could ever hope to get back 
from, when the winds had once carried him so 
far out of his reckoning; even birds cannot fly 
the distance in a twelvemonth, so vast and ter- 
rible are the seas that they must cross. Qky to 
him, therefore, by sea, and take your own men 
with you; or if you would rather travel by land 
you can have a chariot, you can have horses, 


and here are my sons who can escort you to 
Lacedaemon where Menelaus lives. Beg of him 
to s|>eak the truth, and he will tell you no lies, 
for he is an excellent person." 

[3^9] As he spoke the sun set and it came on 
dark, whereon Minerva said, '"Sir, all that you 
have said is well; now, however, order the 
tongues of the victims to be cut, and mix wine 
that we may make drink-offerings to Neptune, 
and the other immortals, and then go to bed, 
for it is bed time. People should go away early 
and not keep late hours at a religious festival." 

[337] Thus spoke the daughter of Jove, and 
they obeyed her saying. Men servants poured 
water over the hands of the guests, while pages 
filled tlie mixing-bowls with wine and water, 
and handed it round after giving every man 
his drink-offering; then they threw the tongues 
of the victims into the fire, and stood up to make 
their drink-offerings. When they had made 
their offerings and had dmnk each as much as 
he was minded, Minerva and Idemachus were 
forgoing on board their ship, but Nestor caught 
them up at once and stayed them. 

[^46] “Heaven and the immortal gods," he 
exclaimed, “forbid that you should leave my 
house to go on board of a ship. Do you think I 
am so poor and short of clotlies, or that 1 have 
so few cloaks and rugs as to be unable to find 
comfortable beds both for myself and for my 
guests? Let me tell you I have store both of 
mgs and cloaks, and shall not pCtmit the son of 
my old friend Ulysses to camp down on the 
deck of a ship— nor while I live— nor yet wall 
my sons after me, but they will keep open house 
as I have done." 

[35^] Then Minerva answered, “Sir, you 
have spoken well, and it will be much better 
that Tclemacbus should do as you have said; 
he, therefore, shall return w'ith you and sleep 
at your house, hut I must go back to give orders 
to my crew, and keep them in good heart. 1 am 
the only older person among them; the rest 
arc all young men of 'I’clcmachus' own age, 
who have taken this voyage out of friendship; 
so I must return to the ship an(| sleep there. 
Moreover to-morrow I must go tt) the Cauco- 
nians where I have a large sum of money long 
owing to me. As for I’elemachusj now that he 
is your guest, send liim to Lac^damion in a 
chariot, and let one of your sons &o with him. 
Be pleased also to provide him wSth your best 
and fleetest horses." 

[37^] When she had thus spoken, she flew 
away in the form of an eagle, and all marvelled 
as th ?y beheld it, Nestor was astonished, and 
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took Telemachus by the hand. ^‘My friend/* 
said he, sec that you are going to be a great 
hero some day, since the gods wait upon you 
thus while you are still so young. ITiis can have 
been none other of those who dwell in heaven 
than Jove’s redoubtable daughter, the Trito- 
born, who showed such favour towards your 
brave father among the ArgivTS.” “Holy queen,*' 
he continued, “vouchsafe to send down thy 
grace upon myself, my good W'ife, and my chil- 
dren. In return, I will offer you in sacrifice a 
broad-browed heifer of a year old, unbroken, 
and never yet brought by man under the yoke. 
I will gild her horns, and will offer her up to 
you in sacrifice. ” 

[ 3^?57 Ihus did he pray, and Minerva heard 
his prayer. 11c then led the way to his own 
house, followed hy his sons and sons in-law. 
When they had got there and had taken ihcir 
])laces on the benches and seats, he mixed them 
a bowl of sweet wine that was eleven years old 
when the housekeeper took the lid off the jar 
that held it. As he mixed the wine, he prayed 
much and madf' d’mk offerings to Minerva, 
daughter of /dZgis-bearing Jove. Then, wdicn 
they had made their drink-offerings and had 
drunk each as much as he was minded, the 
others went home to bed ciicb in bis own alx:)dc; 
but Nestor pul Telemachus to sleep in the room 
that was over the gateway along with Pisistra- 
tus, who was the only unmarried son now left 
him. As for himsc'K , he slept in an inner room 
of the house, with the queen his tvifeb) his side. 

[404] Now v\hcn the child of morning, 
rosy-fingercd Dawn, appeared, Nestor left his 
couch and took Ins scat on tlic benches of 
white and polished nunblc that stood in fiont 
of his house. He re aforetime sat Nelcus, peer 
of gods in counsel, but he was now' dead, and 
had gone to the house of Hades; so Nestor sat 
in his scat, sceptre in hand, as guardian of the 
public weal. His sons as they left their rooms 
gathered round him, Echephron, Stratius, Per- 
seus, Aretus, and Thrasymedes; the sixth son 
was Pisistratus, and when Telemachus joined 
them they made him sit with them. Nestor 
then addressed them. 

[418] "My sons,’* said he, “make haste to do 
as I shall bid you. I wish first and foremost to 
propitiate the great goddess Minerva, who 
manifested herself visibly to me during yester- 
day’s festivities. Go, then, one or other of you 
to the plain, tell the stockman to look me out 
a heifer, and come on here with it at once. An- 
other must go to Telcmachus’s ship, and invite 
all the crew, leaving two men only in charge of 


the vessel. Some one else will run and fetch 
Laerceus the goldsmith to gild the horns of the 
heifer. The rest, stay all of you where you are; 
tell the maids in the house to prepare an excel- 
lent dinner, and to fetch seats, and logs of wood 
for a burnt offering. Tell them also to bring 
me some dear spring water.*’ 

[43^] Gn this they hurried off on their sev- 
eral errands. The heifer was brought in from 
the plain, and 1 clcmachus’s crew came from 
the ship; the goldsmith brought the anvil, ham- 
mer, and tongs, with which he worked his gold, 
and Minerva herself came to accept the sacri- 
fice. Nestor gave out the gold, and the smith 
gilded the horns of the heifer that the goddess 
might have pleasure in their beauty. Then 
Stratius and Echephron brought her in by the 
horns; Aretus fetched w'atcr from the house in 
a ewer that had a flower pattern on it, and ir 
his other hand he held a basket of barley meal; 
sturdy 1 hrasynwdes stood hy w'ith a sharp axe, 
ready to strike the heifer, while Pcrsc^us held a 
bucket. Then Nestor began with w'asbing his 
hands and sprinkling the barley meal, and he 
offered many a prayer to Minerva as be threw 
a lock from the heifer’s head upon the fire. 

[447] When they had done praying and 
sprinkling the barley meal Thrasymedes dealt 
his blow, and brought the heifer down with a 
stroke that cut through the tendons at the base 
of her neck, whereon the daughters and daugh 
ters-in-law of Nestor, and his venerable W'itc 
Eurydice (she was eldest daughter to Clvmc- 
nus) screamed w'ith delight. Then they lifted 
the heifer’s head from off the ground, and Pisis- 
tr.itus cut her throat. Wlicn she had done 
bleeding and was quite dead, they cut her up. 
They cut out the thigh bones all in due course, 
wrapped them round in two layers of fat, and 
set some pieces of raw’ meat on the top of them; 
then Nestor Itiid them upon the w^ood fire and 
poured wine over them, while the young men 
stood near him w ith five-pronged spits in their 
hands. When the thighs were burned and they 
had tasted the inward meats, they cut the rest 
of the meat up small, put the pieces on the 
spits and toasted them over tlic fire. 

[464] Meanwhile lovely Polycaste, Nestor's 
youngest daugh ter, washed Telemachus. When 
she had washed him and anointed him with 
oil, she brought him a fair mantle and shirt, 
and he looked like a god as he came from the 
bath and took his seat hy the side of Nestor. 
When the outer meats were done they drew 
them oif the spits and sat dow n to dinner where 
they were waited upon by some w'ortliy bench- 



THE ODYSSEY 


198 

men, who kept pouring them out their wine in 
cups of gold. As soon as they had had enough 
to eat and drink Nestor said, “Sons, put Telem- 
achus’s horses to the chariot that he may start 
at once.*’ 

[ 477 ] Thus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said, and yoked the fleet horses to the 
chariot. The housekeeper packed them up a 
provision of bread, wine, and sweetmeats fit 
for the sons of princes. Then Tclcmachus got 
into the chariot, while Pisistratus gathered up 
the reins and took his seat beside him. He lashed 
tire horses on and they flew forward nothing 
loth into the open country, leaving the high 
citadel of Pylos behind them. All that day did 
they travel, swaying the yoke upon their necks 


till the sun went down and darkness was over 
all the land. Then they reached Pheraj where 
Diodes lived, who was son to Ortilochus and 
grandson to Alpheus. Here they passed the 
night and Diodes entertained them hospitably. 
When the child of morning, rosy-fingered 
Dawn, appeared, they again yoked their horses 
and drove out through the gateway under the 
echoing gatehouse. Pisistratus lashed the horses 
on and they tlew forward nothing loth; pres- 
ently they came to the corn lands of the ojien 
country, and in the course of time completed 
their journey, so well did their steeds take them. 

[ 497 ] Now when the sun had set and dark- 
ness was over the land, 
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T hey reached the low lying city of Lacc- 
diemon, where they drove straight to the 
abode of Menclaus [and found him in his 
own house, feasting with his many clansmen 
in hemour of the wedding of his son, and also 
of his daughter, whom he was marrying to the 
son of that valiant waiiinr Achilles. He had 
given his consent and promised her to him 
while lu' was still at 1 roy, and now the gods 
were biinging the marriage about; so he was 
sending her with chariots and horses to the city 
of the iSlyrmidons over whom Achilles’ son was 
reigning For his only son he had found a bride 
fiom Sparta, the JcuigjMt • of Alector. 1 his son, 
Megapenlhes, was horn to him of a bond- 
unman, for heaven vouchsafed Helen no more 
children after she had home Hennione, who 
was fair as golden Venus herself. 

[is] So the neighhours and kinsmen of 
Ah'nel.ius wire feasting and making merry in 
his hoLisi'. n here was a hard also to sing to them 
and play his lyre, while two tumblers went 
about performing in the midst of them when 
the man struck up with his tunc.] 

[lo] I clcmachus and the son of Nestor 
staved their horses at the gate, whereon Hteo- 
neus seiv.int to Alenelaus came out, <md as soon 
as he saw them ran luirrying l)ack into the 
house to tell his Master. He went close up to 
Inm and said, “Alenelaus, there are some stran- 
g(*rs come here, two men, who look like sons of 
Jove. What arc we to do? Shall wc take their 
hoiscsout,or tell them to find friends elsewlicrc 
as thev best can?” 

[ ^o] Menclaus was very angry and said, 
“Etconcus, son of Boethoiis, you never used to 
he a fool, hut now you talk like a simpleton, 
l ake their horses out, of course, and show' the 
sti angers in that they may have supper, )ou 
and I have stayed often enough at other peo- 
Ic’s houses before w'c got hack here, wliere 
eaveu grant that wc may rest in peace hence- 
forward.” 

1 .^ 7 ] So Etconcus bustled back and bade the 
other servants come with him. They took their 
sweating steeds from under the yoke, made 


them fast to the mangers, and gave them a feed 
of oats and barley mixed. 1 hen they leaned the 
chariot against the end wall of the court vard, 
and led the w^ay into the house. Telemachus 
and Pisistratus were astonished when they saw 
it, for its splendour was as that of the sun and 
moon; then, wlicn they had admired evei^^thing 
to their heart's content, they went into the bath 
room and washed themselves. 

[ 4 g] When the sen'ants had washed them 
and anointed thc^m with oil, thev brought there 
woollen cloaks and shirts, and the two took 
their scats by the side of Menclaus. A maid- 
servant brought them water in a beautiful 
golden ewer, and poured it into a .silver basin 
for them to wash their hands; and she drew a 
clean table beside them. An upper servant 
brought them bread, and offered them many 
good things of what there was in the housi*, 
while the carver fetched them plates of all man- 
ner of meats and set cups of gold by their side. 

Iso] Menclaus then greeted them saying, 
“Fall to, and w'olcomc; wlien you liavc done 
supper 1 shall ask who you arc, for the lineage 
of such men as )ou cannot have been lost. You 
must 1 h‘ descended fnmi a line of sceptre-bear* 
ing kings, for poor people do not hav'c such sons 
as you arc.” 

[()$] this he handed them a piece of fat 

roast which had been set near him as he- 

ing a prime part, and they laid their bauds on 
the good things that wore before them; as soon 
as they had had enough to eat and drink, 1 e- 
lemachus said to the son of Nestor, with liis 
licad so close that no one might hear, “Look, 
Pisistratus, man after my own heail, see the 
gleam of bronze and gold— -of amber, ivor)’, and 
silver. Everything is so splendid that it is like 
seeing the palace of Olympian Jove. I am lost 
in admiiation.” 

[y6 ] Menclaus overheard him and said, “No 
one, my sons, can hold his own with Jove, for 
his house and everything about him is immor- 
tal; but among mortal men— well, there may he 
another who has as much wealth as I have, or 
there may not; but at all events I have travelled 
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much and have undergone much hardship, for 
it was nearly eight years before I could get 
home with my fleet. I went to Cyprus, Phoe- 
nicia and the Egyptians; I went also to the 
Ethiopians, the Sidonians, and the Erembians, 
and to Libya where the lambs have horns as 
soon as they arc born, and the sheep lamb down 
three times a year. Every one in that country, 
whether master or man, has plenty of cheese, 
meat, and good milk, for the ewes yield all the 
year round. Rut while I was travelling and get- 
ting great riches among these people, my brother 
was secretly and shockingly murdered through 
the perfidy of his wicked wife, so that I have 
no pleasure in being lord of all this wealth. 
Whoever your parents may be they must have 
told you about all this, and of my heavy loss in 
the ruin of a stately mansion fully and magnifi- 
cently furnished. Would that I had only a third 
of what I now have so that 1 had stayed at home, 
and all those W'ere living who perished on the 
plain of Troy, far from Argos. I often grieve, as 
1 sit here in my house, for one and all of them. 
At times I cry aloud for sorrow, but presently 
I leave off again, for erv'ing is cold comfort and 
one soon tires of it. Yet grieve for these as I 
may, 1 do so for one man more than for them 
all. I cannot even think of him without loath- 
ing both food and sleep, so miserable docs he 
make mo, for no one of all the Acha:ans worked 
so hard or risked so much as he did. He took 
nothing by it, and has left a legacy of sorrow 
to myself, for he has been gone a long time, and 
we know not whether he is alive or dead, flis 
old father, his long-suifcring wife Penelope, 
and his son Telemachus, whom he left behind 
him an infant in arms, arc plunged in grief on 
his account.'' 

[i i^] ITius spoke Menelaus, and the heart 
of Telemachus yt^amed as he bethought him 
of his father. Tears fell from his eyes as he 
heard him thus mentioned, so that he held his 
cloak before his face with both hands. When 
Menelaus saw this he doubted whether to let 
him choose his own time for speaking, or to 
ask him at once and find what it was all about. 

[izo] While he was thus in two minds Helen 
came down from her high vaulted and perfumed 
room, looking as lovely as Diana herself. Ad- 
raste brought her a seat, Alcippe a soft woollen 
rug, while Phylo fetched her the silver work- 
box which Alcandra wife of Polybus had given 
her. Polybus lived in Egyptian Thebes, which 
is the richest city in the whole world; he gave 
Menelaus two baths, both of pure silver, two 
tripods, and ten talents of gold; besides all this, 


his wife gave Helen some beautiful presents, 
to wit, a golden distaff, and a silver work-box 
that ran on wheels, with a gold band round the 
top of it. Phylo now placed this by her side, full 
of fine spun yarn, and a distaff charged with 
violet coloured wool was laid upon the top of 
it. Then Helen took her scat, put her feet upon 
the footst(X)l, and began to question her hus- 
band. 

[i^ 8 ] “Do we know, Menelaus," said she, 
“the names of these strangers who have come 
to visit us? Shall I guess right or wrong?— but 
I cannot help saying what 1 think. Never yet 
have I seen cither man or woman so like some- 
body else (indeed when I look at him I hardly 
know what to think) as this young man is like 
Telemachus, whom Ulysses left as a baby be- 
hind him, when you Achaeans went to Troy 
with battle in your hearts, on account of my 
most shameless self." 

[ 147 ] “My dear wife," replied Menelaus, 
“1 see the likeness just as you do. His hands 
and feet are just like Ulysses’; so is his hair, 
with the shape of his head and the expression 
of his eyes. JVloreover, when I was talking about 
Lllysses, and saying how much he had suffered 
on my account, tears fell from his eyes, and he 
hid his face in his mantle." 

[ iSS] 1 hen Pisistratus said, “Menelaus, son 
of Atreus, you arc right in thinking that this 
young man is 1 clcmachus, hu|; ,Iie is very mod- 
est, and is ash.mied to come licrc and begin 
opening up discourse with one whose conversa- 
tion is so divinely interesting as your own. My 
father, Nestor, sent me to escort him hither, lor 
he wanted to know whether you could give him 
any counsel or suggestion. A son has always 
trouble at home when his father has gone 
away leaving him without supporters; and this 
is how rclemacluis is now placed, for his fa- 
ther is absent, and there is no one among his 
own people to stand by him." 

[i 6 S] “Bless my heart," replied Menelaus, 
“then I am recci\ing a visit from the son of a 
very dear friend, who suffered much hard.ship 
for my sake. I had always hop<|d to entertain 
him with most marked distinction when heaven 
had granted us a safe return frtjm beyond the 
seas. I should have founded a <|ity for him in 
Argos, and built him a house. U should have 
made him leave Ithaca with his goods, his son, 
and all bis people, and should have sacked for 
them some one of the neighbouring cities that 
arc subject to me. We should thus have seen 
one another continually, and nothing but death 
could have interrupted so close and happy an 
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intercourse. I suppose, however, that heaven 
grudged us such great good fortune, for it has 
prevented the poor feflow from ever getting 
home at all.^' 

[i8s] Thus did he speak, and his words set 
them all a weeping. Helen wept, Tclemachus 
wept, and so did Menelaus, nor could Pisistra- 
tus keep his eyes from filling, when he remem- 
bered his dear brother Antilochus whom the 
son of bright Dawn had killed. Thereon he 
said to Menelaus, 

[lijo] “Sir, my father Nestor, when we used 
to talk about you at home, told me you were a 
person of rare and excellent understanding. If, 
then, it be possible, do as I would urge you. I 
am not fond of crying while I am getting my 
supper. Morning w'ill come in due course, and 
in the forenoon 1 care not how much I cry for 
those that are dead and gone. This is all we 
can do for the poor things. We can only shave 
our heads for them and wring the tears from 
our cheeks. 1 had a brother who died at Troy; 
he was by no means the worst man there; you 
arc sure to have kr,r,wn him—his name was 
Antilochus; 1 never set eyes upon him myself, 
but they say that he was singularly fleet of foot 
and in fight valiant.’^ 

[20^] “Your discretion, my friend,^' an- 
swered Menelaus, “is beyond your years. It is 
plain you take after your father. One can soon 
sec when a man is son to one whom heaven has 
blessed both as regards wife and offspring— and 
it has blessed Nestor from first to last all his 
days, gi'ing him a green old age in his own 
house, with sons about him who are both well 
disposed and valiant. We will put nn end there- 
fore to all this weeping, and attend to our sup- 
per again. Let water be poured over our hands. 
Tclemachus and I can talk with one another 
fully in the morning.” 

[216] On this Aspnalion, one of the servants, 
poured water over their bands and they laid 
their hands on the good things that were be- 
fore them. 

[219] Then Jove’s daughter Helen be- 
thought her of another matter. She diugged the 
wine with an herb that banishes all care, sor- 
row, and ill humour. Whoever drinks wine 
thus drugged cannot shed a single tear all the 
rest of the day, not even though his father and 
mother both of them drop down dead, or he 
sees a brother or a son hewn in pieces before 
his very eyes. This drug, of such sovereign 
power and virtue, had been given to Helen by 
Polydamna wife of Thon, a woman of Egypt, 
where there grow all sorts of herbs, some good 


to put into the mixing-howl and others poison- 
ous. Moreover, every one in the whole country 
is a skilled physician, for they arc of the race of 
Paeeon. When Helen had put this drug in the 
bowl, and had told the servants to serve the 
wine round, she said: 

[2^$] “Menelaus, son of Atreus, and you my 
good friends, sons of honourable men (which 
is as Jove wills, for he is the giver both of good 
and evil, and can do what he chooses), feast 
here as you will, and listen while I tell you a 
tale in season. I cannot indeed name every 
single one of the exploits of Ulysses, hut I can 
say what he did when he was before T roy, and 
you Achaeans were in all sorts of difficulties. 
He covered himself with wounds and bruises, 
dressed himself all in rags, and entered the 
enemy’s city looking like a menial or a beggar, 
and quite different from what he did when he 
was among his own people. In this disguise he 
entered the city of^ Troy, and no one said any- 
thing to him. I alone recognized him and began 
to question him, but he was too cunning for 
me. When, however, 1 had washed and anointed 
him and had given him clothes, and after I had 
sworn a solemn oath not to betray him to the 
I’rojans till he had got safely back to his own 
camp and to the ships, he told me all that the 
Achaeans meant to do. He killed many Trojans 
and got much infonnation before he reached 
the Argivc camp, for all which things the Tro- 
jan women made lamentation, but for my own 
part I was glad, for my heart was beginning to 
yearn after my home, and 1 was unhappy about 
the wrong that Venus had done me in taking 
me over there, away from my country, my little 
girl, and my lawful w'cddcd husband, who is 
indeed bv no means deficient either in person 
or understanding.” 

[26s] Then Menelaus said. “All that you 
have been saying, my dear wife, is true. I have 
travelled much, and have had much to do with 
heroes, but 1 have never seen such another man 
as Ulysses. What endurance too, and what 
courage he displayed within the wooden horse, 
wherein all the bravest of the Argives were ly- 
ing in wait to bring death and destruction upon 
the Trojans. At that moment you came up to 
us; some god who wished well to the Trojans 
must have set you on to it and you had Deiplio- 
hus w’itli you. Three times did you go all round 
our hiding place and pat it; you called our 
chiefs each by his own name, and mimicked all 
our wives— Diomed, Lllysses, and I from our 
seats inside heard what a noise you made. Di- 
omed and I could not make up our minds 
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whether to spring out then and there, or to an- 
swer you fiom inside, but Ulysses held us all in 
check, so we sat quite still, all except Anticlus, 
who was beginning to answer you, when Ulys- 
ses clapped his two brawny hands over his 
mouth, and kept them there. It vwas this that 
saved us all, for he muzzled Anticlus till Mi- 
nerva took you away again.” 

[igo] “How sad,” exclaimed Telemachus, 
“that all this was of no avail to save him, nor 
yet his own iron courage. But now, sir, be 
pleased to send us all to bed, that we may lie 
dowm and enjoy the blessed boon of sleep.” 

[2^6] On this Helen told the maid servants 
to set beds in the room that was in tlie gate- 
house, and to make them with good red rugs, 
and spread coverlets on the top of them with 
woollen cloaks for the guests to wear. So the 
maids w'cnt out, carrying a torch, and made the 
beds, to which a man-senant presently con- 
ducted the strangers. Thus, then, did Telema- 
chus and Pisistratus sleep there in the fore- 
court, while the son of Atreus lay in an inner 
room with lovely I lelen by his side. 

[306] When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingcred Dawn, appeared, Menclaus rose and 
dressed himself. He bound his sandals on to his 
comely feet, girded his sword about his shoul- 
ders, and left his r<x)m looking like an immor- 
tal god. Then, taking a scat near Telemachus 
he said: 

[3727 “And w'hat, Telemachus, has led you 
to take this long sea voyage to Lacedieinon? 
Are you on public or private business? Tclf me 
all alx)ut it.” 

73157 “1 have come, sir,” replied Telema- 
chus, “to see if you can tell me anything about 
my father. I am being eaten out of house and 
home; my fair estate is being wasted, and my 
house is full of miscreants who keep killing 
great numbers of my sheep and oxen, on the 
pretence of paying their addresses to my mother. 
Therefore, 1 am suppliant at \our knees if haply 
you may tell me alxmt my father’s melancholy 
end, whether you saw it with your own eyes, 
or heard it from some other traveller; for he 
was a man bom to trouble. Do not soft^m things 
out of any pity for my.sclf, but tell me in all 
plainness exactly what you saw. If my brave 
father Ulysses ever did you loyal service either 
by w'ord or deed, when you Achaeans were har- 
assed by the Trojans, bear it in mind now as in 
my favour and tell me truly all.” 

73327 Menelaus on hearing this was very 
much shocked. “So,” he exclaimed, “these cow- 
ards would usurp a brave man's bed? A hind 


might as well lav her new born young in the 
lair of a lion, ancf tlien go off to feed in the for- 
est or in some grassy dell: the lion when he 
comes back to his lair w^ill make short work with 
the pair of them -and so will Ulysses with these 
suitors. By father Jove, Minerva, and Apollo, 
if Uly.sses is still the man that he was w'hcn he 
wrestled W'ith Philomeleides in Lesbos, and 
threw him so heavily that all the Achieans 
cheered him—if he is still such and were to 
come near these suitors, they would have a short 
shrift and a sorry w’cdding. As regards your 
questions, however, I will not prevaricate nor 
deceive vou, but will tell you without conceal* 
ment all that the old man of the sea told me. 

735 1 ] “I was trying to come on here, but the 
gods detained me in Lgypt, for my hecatombs 
had not given them full satisfaction, and the 
gods arc very strict about having their dues. 
Now off Egypt, about as far as a ship can sail 
in a day with a good stiff breeze behind her, 
there is an island called Pharos—it has a good 
harbour from which vessels can get out into 
open sea when they ha\'e taken in v atcr— and 
here the gods becalmed me tv^enty days with- 
out so much as a breath of fair wind to help jnc 
forward. \Vc should have run clean out of pro- 
visions and my men W’ould have starved, if a 
goddess had not taken pity upon me and savc*d 
me in the person of Idotlica, daughter to Pro- 
teus, the old man of the sea, for she had taken 
a great fancy to me. 

73677 “She came to me one day wLen I was 
by myself, as I often was, for tlic men used to 
go with their barbed hooks, all over the island 
in the hope of catching a fish or two to save 
them from the pangs of hunger. ‘Stranger,’ 
said she, ‘it seems to me that you like starving 
in this way— at any rate it does not greatly 
trouble you, for you stick here day after day, 
without even trying to get away though your 
men are dying by inches.’ 

[375] “ 'Let me tell you,’ said I, whichever 
of the goddesses you may happen to be, that I 
am not staying here of mv own Record, but must 
have offended the gods that live in heaven. Tell 
me, therefore, for the gficls know everything, 
which of the immortals it is t|iat is hindering 
me in this way, and tell me alsQ how I may sail 
the sea so as to reach my home*’ 

73827 “ ‘Stranger,’ replied she, ‘I will make 
it all quite clear to you. There is an old im- 
mortal who lives under the sea hereabouts and 
W'hose name is Proteus. He is an Egyptian, and 
cople say he is my father; he is Neptune's 
ecd man and knows every inch of ground all 
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over the bottom of the sea. If you can snare him 
and hold him tight, he will tell you about your 
voyage, what courses you are to take, and how 
you arc to sail the sea so as to reach your home. 
He will also tell you, if you so will, all that has 
been going on at your house both good and bad, 
while you have been away on your long and 
dangerous journey.’ 

[394] “'Can you show me/ said I, ‘some 
stratagem by means of which I may catch this 
old god without his suspecting it and finding 
me out? For a god is not easily caught— not by 
a mortal man.’ 

[yjS] “‘Stranger,’ said she, ‘I w'ill make it 
all quite clear to you. About the time when the 
sun shall have reached mid heaven, the old man 
of the sea comes up from under the waves, 
heralded by the West wind that furs the water 
over his head. As soon as he has come up he 
lies down, and goes to sleep in a great sea cave, 
where the seals— 1 lalosydne s chickens as they 
call them- come up also from the grey sea, and 
go to sleep in shoals all round him; and a very 
strong and fish hk^ ^ do they bring with 
them. Early to-morrow morning I will take vou 
to this place and w'ill lay you in ambush. Pick 
out, tluTclore, the three best men you have in 
vour Hoet, and I will tell you all the tricks that 
the old man wo 11 play you. 

[411] “ ‘First he will look over all his seals, 
and count them; then, when he has seen them 
and tallied them on his five fingers, he will go 
to sleep among them, as a shcplierd among his 
sheep. 1 he moment you sec that he is asleep 
seize him; put forth all your strength and hold 
him fast, for he will do his very utmost to get 
aw\ay from you. He will turn himself into every 
kind ol creature that goes upon the earth, and 
wnll become also both fire and water; but y^ou 
must hold him fast and grip him tighter and 
tighter, till he begins to talk to you and comes 
back to what he w’as w^hen you .s.iw him go to 
sleep; then you may slacken your hold and let 
him go; and you can ask him which of the gods 
it is that is angry with you, and w'hat you must 
do to reach your home over the seas.’ 

[42^] “Having so said she dived under the 
waves, w'hercon I turned back to the place 
where my ships w’cre ranged upon the shore; 
and my heart was clouded with care as I went 
along. When I reached my ship we got supper 
ready, for night was falling, and camped down 
upon the beach. 

[43 r / “When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, I took the three men 
on wdiose prowess of all kinds I could most 


rely, and went along by the sea-side, praying 
heartily to heaven. MeanwEile the goddess 
fetched me up four seal skins from the bottom 
of the sea, all of them just skinned, for she 
meant playing a trick upon her father. Ihen 
she dug four pits for us to lie in, and sat down 
to w^ait till we should come up. When we were 
close to her, she made us lie down in the pits 
one after the other, and threw a seal skin over 
each of us. Our ambuscade would have been 
intolcra]>le, for the stench of the fishy seals 
was most distressing— who would go to bed 
with n sea monster if he could help it?— but 
here, too, the goddess helped us, and thought 
of something that gave us great relief, for she 
put some ambrosia under each man’s nostrils, 
which was so fragrant that it killed the smell 
of the seals. 

[447] “We waited the whole morning and 
made the best of it, watching the seals come 
up in hundreds to bask upon the sea shore, till 
at noon the old man of the sea came up too, and 
when he had found his fat seals he went over 
them and counted them. We were among the 
first he counted, and he never suspected any 
guile, but laid himself doum to sleep as soon 
as he had done counting. Then we rushed upon 
him with a shout and seized him; on which he 
began at once with his old tricks, and changed 
himself first into a lion with a great mane; then 
all of a sudden he became a dragon, a leopard, 
a wild boar; the next moment he was running 
water, and then again directly he was a tree, 
but we stuck to him and never lost hold, till at 
last the cunning old creature became distressed, 
and said, ‘Which of the gods was it. Son of 
Atreus, that hatched this plot with you for 
sn.iring me and seizing me against my will? 
What do you want?’ 

[464] “ ‘You know that yourself, old man,’ 
I answered, ‘vou will gain nothing hv trvnng to 
put me oft. It is because 1 have been kept so 
long in this island, and see no sign of my being 
able to get away. I am losing all heart; tell me, 
then, for you gods know everything, w'hich of 
the immortals it is that is hindering me, and 
tell me al.so how I may sail the sea so as to reach 
my home?’ 

[471] “ ‘Then / he said, ‘if you would finish 
your voyage and get home quickly, you must 
offer sacrifices to Jove and to the rest of the gods 
before embarking; for it is decreed that you 
shall not get back to your friends, and to your 
owm house, till you have returned to the heaven- 
fed stream of Egypt, and offered holy heca- 
tombs to the immortal gods that reign in heaven. 
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When you have done this they will Icf you 
finish your voyage/ 

[481] “1 was broken hearted when I heard 
that I must go back all that long and terrible 
voyage to Egypt; nevertheless, 1 answered, 1 
will do all, old man, that you have laid upon 
me; but now tell me, and tell me true, whether 
all the Achffians whom Nestor and I leti be- 
hind us when we set sail from Troy have got 
home safely, or whether any one of them came 
to a bad end either on board his own ship or 
among his friends when the days of his fight- 
ing were done/ 

/49 1] ‘Son of Atreus,' he answered, ‘why 
ask me"? You had better not know what I can 
tell you, for your eyes will surely fill when you 
have heard my storv. Many of those about 
whom you ask are dead and gone, but many 
still remain, and only two of the chief men 
among the Achaeans perished during their re- 
turn home. As for what happened on the field 
of battle— you w^ere there yourself. A third 
Achaean leader is still at sea, alive, but hindeicd 
from returning. Ajax was wrecked, for Neptune 
drove him on to the great rocks of Gyrae; never- 
theless, he let him get safe out of the water, and 
in spite of all Minerva's hatred he would have 
escaped death, if he had not ruined himself by 
boasting. He said the gods could not drown him 
even though they had tried to do so, and when 
Neptune heard this large talk, he seized his 
trident in his two brawny hands, and split the 
rock of Gyrae in two pieces. The base remained 
where it was, but the part on which Ajax was 
sitting fell headlong into the sea and carried 
Ajax with it; so he drank salt water and was 
drowned. 

[512] “ ‘Your brother and his ships escaped, 
for juno protected him, but when he >vas just 
about to reach the high promontory of Malca, 
he was caught by a heavy gale w^hich carried 
him out to sea again sorely against his will, and 
drove him to the foreland vYhere Thyestes used 
to dwell, but wdicrc /Egisthus was then living. 
By and by, however, it seemed as though he 
was to return safely after all, for the gods backed 
the wind into its old quarter and they reached 
home; whereon Agamemnon kissed his native 
soil, and shed tears of joy at finding himself 
again in his own country. 

[$24] “ ‘Now there was a watchman whom 
y^-gisthus kept always on the watch, and to 
whom be had promised two talents of gold. 
This man had been looking out for a whole year 
to make sure that Agamemnon did not give him 
the slip and prepare war; when, therefore, this 


man saw Agamemnon go by, he went and told 
/Egisthus, who at once began to lay a plot for 
him. He picked twenty of his bravest warriors 
and placed them in ambuscade on one side the 
cloister, while on the opposite side he prepared 
a banquet. Then he sent his chariots and horse- 
men to Agamemnon, and invited him to the 
feast, hut he meant foul play. He got him there, 
all unsuspicious of the doom that was awaiting 
him, and killed him when the banquet was 
over as though he were butchering an ox in 
the shambles: not one of Agamemnon’s follow- 
ers was left alive, nor yet one of /Egisthus', but 
they were all killed there in the cloisters.' 

[5^8] “Thus spoke Proteus, and 1 was broken 
hearted as I heard him. 1 sat down upon the 
sands and wept; I felt as though 1 could no 
longer bear to live nor look upon the light of 
the sun. Presently, when 1 had had my fill of 
weeping and writhing upon the giound, the 
old man of the sea said, ‘Son of Atreus, do not 
waste any more time in cn ing so bitterly; it can 
do no manner of good; find your way home as 
fast as ever you can, for ^'Tgisthus may be still 
alive, and even though Qjestes has been before- 
hand with you in killing him, you may yet come 
in for his funeral.’ 

[ $48] “On this I took comfort in spite of all 
my sorrow, and said, ‘I know, then, about these 
two; tell me, therefore, about the third man ol 
whom you spoke; is he stil^alive, hut at sea, 
and unable to get home? or is he dead? Tell me, 
no matter how much it may grievT me.' 

[554] “ ‘ 1 he third man,’ he answered, ‘is 
Ulysses who dwells in Ithaca. J can see him in 
an island sorrowing bitterly in the house of the 
nymph Calypso, who is keeping him prisoner, 
and he cannot reach his home for he has no 
ships nor sailors to take him over the sea. As for 
your own end, Mcnelaus, you shall not die in 
Argos, but the gods will take you to the Elvsian 
plain, which is at the ends of the world. ITerc 
fair-haired Rhadamanthus reigns, and men lead 
an easier life than any where else in the world, 
lor m Elysium there falls not r;jin, nor hail, nor 
snow, bur Oceanus breathes cH'f wdth a West 
wind that sings softly from tlife sea, and gives 
Ircsh life to all men. This wilB happen to you 
because you have married Hel 4 t> and arc Jove’s 
son-in law.’ I 

[syo] **As he spoke he di vedltnder the waves, 
whereon I turned back to the ships with my 
companions, and my heart was clouded with 
care as I went along. When wc reached the 
ships wc got supper ready, for night was falling, 
and camped down upon the beach. When the 
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child of morning, rosy-fingered Dawn appeared, 
wc drew our ships into die water, and put our 
masts and sails within them; then wc went on 
board ourselves, took our seats on the benches, 
and smote the grey sea with our oars. I again 
stationed my ships in the heaven-fed stream of 
Egypt, and offered hecatombs that were full 
and sufficient. When I had thus appeased heav- 
en's anger, I raised a barrow to the memory of 
Agamemnon that his name might live for ever, 
after which I had a quick passage home, for the 
gods sent me a fair wind. 

[5^7] '‘And now for yourself— stay here some 
ten or twelve days longer, and I will then speed 
you on your way. 1 will make you a noble pres- 
ent of a chariot and three horses. I will also give 
you a beautiful chalice that so long as you Jive 
you may think of me whenever you make a 
drink-offering to the immortal gods.'* 

[59?^] ‘‘Son of Atreus,” replied Tclcmachus, 
“do not press me to stay longer; I should be con- 
tented to remain with you for another twelve 
months; 1 find your conversation so delightful 
that 1 should never (.nre wish myself at home 
w'ith my parents; but my crew whom I have 
left at Pylos are already impatient, and you are 
detaining me from them. As for any present 
you may be disposed to make me, 1 had rather 
that it should be a piece of plate. I will take no 
ln)rses back with me to Ithaca, but will leave 
them to adorn your own stables, for you have 
much flat ground in your kingdom, where lotus 
thrives, as also meadowsweet and wheat and 
barley, and oats with their white and spreading 
cars, whereas in Ithaca w^c have neither o]X?n 
fitdds nor racecourses, and the country is more 
fit for goats than horses, and I like it the better 
for that. None of our islands have much level 
ground, suitable for horses, and Ithaca least of 
all." 

[609] Menelaus smiled and took Telema- 
chus's hand within own. “What you say," 
said he, “shows that you come of good family. 
I both can, and will, make this exchange for 
you, by giving you the finest and most piecious 
piece of plate in all my house. It is a mixing- 
bpw'l by Vulcan’s owm hand, of pure silver, ex- 
cept the rim, which is inlaid with gold. Phae- 
dimus, king of the Sidonians, gave it me in the 
course of a visit which I paid him when I re- 
turned thither on my homeward journey. I will 
make you a present of it." 

[620] Thus did they converse [and guests 
kept coming to the king’s house. They brought 
sheep and wine, while their wives had put up 
bread for them to take with them; so they were 


busy cooking their dinners in the courts]. 

[62$] Meanwhile the suitors were throwing 
discs or aiming with spears at a mark on the 
levelled ground in front of Ulysses’ house, and 
were behaving with all their old insolence. An- 
tinous and Eurymachus, who were their ring- 
leaders and much the foremost among them all, 
were sitting together w'hen Noemon son of 
Phronius came up and said to Antinous, 

[6^2] “Have we any idea, Antinous, on what 
day Telemachus returns from Pylos? He has a 
ship of mine, and 1 want it, to cross over to Elis: 

I have twelve brood marcs there with yearling 
mule foals by their side not yet broken in, and 
I want to bring one of them over here and break 
him." 

[6^8] Tliey were astounded when they heard 
this, for they had made sure that Telemachus 
had not gone to the city of Nelcus. They thought 
he was only away somewhere on the farms, and 
was with the sheep, or with the swineherd; so 
Antinous said, “When did he go? Tell me tnily, 
and what voun^ men did he take with him? 
Were they freemen or his own bondsmen— for 
he might manage that too? Tell me also, did you 
let him have the ship of your own free will be- 
aiuse he asked you, or did he take it without 
your leave?" 

[648] “I lent it him," answered Noemon, 
“what else could I do when a man of his posi- 
tion said he was in a difficulty, and asked me 
to oblige him? I could not possibly refuse. As 
for those who went wath him they were the best 
young men we have, and I saw Mentor go on 
board as captain— or some god who was exactly 
like him. 1 cannot understand it, for I saw Men- 
tor here myself yesterday morning, and yet he 
was then setting out for Pylos." 

[6^y] Noemon then w^ent hack to his father’s 
house, but Antinous and Purymachus were 
very angry. They told the others to leave off 
playing, and to come and sit down along with 
themselves. When they came, Antinous son of 
Eupeithes spoke in anger. His heart w^as black 
with rage, and his e)es flashed fire as he said: 

[66^] “Good heavens, this voyage of Telem- 
achus is a very serious matter; w'e had made 
sure that it w^mld come to nothing, but the 
young fellow has got away in spite of us, and 
wdth a picked crew too. He will be giving us 
trouble presently; may Jove take him before he 
is full grown. Find me a ship, therefore, with 
a crew of twenty men, and I will lie in WMit for 
him in the straits between Ithaca and Samos; 
he will then rue the day that he set out to try 
and get news of his father." 
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[ 6737 Thus did he speak, and the others ap- 
plauded his saying; they then all of them went 
inside the buildings. 

76757 It was not long ere Penelope came to 
know what the suitors were plotting; for a man 
servant, Medon. overheard them from outside 
the outer court as they w^ere laying their schemes 
within, and went to tell his mistress. As he 
crossed the threshold of her room Penelope 
said: ‘'Medon, what have the suitors sent you 
here for? Is it to tell the maids to leave their 
mastcr^s business and cook dinner for them? I 
ivish they may neither woo nor dine hcncelor- 
ward, neither here nor anywhere else, but let 
this be the very last time, for the waste you all 
make of my son s estate. Did n^)t your fathers 
tell }'ou when you were children how good Ulys- 
ses luid been to them— never doing anything 
high-handed, nor speaking harshly to anybody? 
Kings may say things sometimes, and they may 
take a fancy to one man and dislike another, 
but Ulysses never did an unjust thing by any- 
body— which shows what bad hearts you have, 
and that there is no such thing as gratitude left 
in this w'orld,'’ 

76967 Then Medon said, ‘1 wish, Madam, 
that this were all; but they arc plotting some- 
thing much more dicadful now— may heaven 
frustrate their design. They are going to try 
and murder I'elemachus as he is coining home 
from Pylos and Lacedaemon, where lie has 
been to get news of his father.” 

[70^] Then Penelope's heart sank within 
her, and for a long time she w'as speechless;'hcr 
eves filled with tears, and she could find no ut- 
terance. At last, however, she siiid, ”Wliy did 
my son leave me? What business had he to go 
sailing olf in ships that make long \ovagcs over 
the cx:can like sea-horses? Docs he want to die 
without leaving any one behind him to keep up 
his name?” 

[711] “I do not know,” answ'crcd Medon, 
“whether some god set him on to it, or whether 
he went on lus ow'n impulse to see if he could 
find out if his father was dead, or alive and on 
his W'ay home.” 

77157 Then he went downstairs again, leav- 
ing Penelope in an agony of grief. 1 here were 
plenty of scats in the house, hut she had no 
heart for sitting on any one of them; she could 
only fling herself on the floor of her own room 
and cry; whereon all the maids in the house, 
both old and young, gathered round her and 
began to cry too, till at last in a transport of sor- 
row she exclaimed, 

77227 “My dears, heaven has been pleased 


to try me with more affliction than any other 
w'oman of my age and country. First 1 lost my 
brave and lion-hearted husband, who had every 
good quality under heaven, and whose name 
was great over all Hellas and middle Argos, and 
now my darling son is at the mercy of the winds 
and waves, without my having heard one word 
about his leaving home. You hussies, there was 
not one of you would so much as think of giv- 
ing me a call out of my bed, thougli you all of 
you very well knew when he was starting. If I 
had known he meant taking this voyage, he 
would have had to give it up, no matter how 
much he was bent upon it, or leave me a corpse 
behind him— one or other. Now, however, go 
sranc of you and call old Dolius, who was given 
me by my father on my marriage, and who is 
my gardener. Bid him go at once and tell every- 
thing to Livrtcs, who may he able to hit on 
some plan lor enlisting public sympathy on our 
side, as against those v\ ho arc trying to extermi- 
nate his own lacc and that of Lllysses.” 

[742,] Then the dear old nurse Euryclea 
said, “You may kill me, Madam, or let me live 
on in your house, whichever you please, but 1 
wdll tell you the real truth. I knew all about it, 
and gave him everything he w^anted in the way 
of bread and wine, but he made me take iny 
solemn oath that I would not tell you anything 
for some ten or twelve days, unless you asked 
or happened to hear ot his having gone, for he 
did not want you to spoil your beauty by cry- 
ing. And now% Madam, wash your face, change 
your dress, and go upstaiis with your maids to 
olFcr prayers to Minerva, daughter of /Egis- 
bearing Jove, for she can save him even lliough 
he he in the jaws of death. Do not trouble La- 
ertes: he has trouble enough already. Besides, 1 
cannot think that the gods hate the race of the 
son of Arceisius so much, but there will be a 
son left to come up after him, and inherit both 
the house and the fair fields that lie far all 
round it.” 

7 7S^ ] Witli these words she made her mis- 
tress leave off crying, and drie 4 the tears from 
her eyes. Penelope WMshed het face, changed 
her dress, and w'cnt upstairs ^/ith her maids. 
She then put some bruised barlpy into a basket 
and began praying to Minerv'a, 

[762] “Hear me,” she cricd> “Daughter of 
yTgis-bearing Jove, unweariahle. If ever Ulys- 
ses while he was here burned you fat thigh 
bones of sheep or heifer, bear it in mind now as 
in my favour, and save my darling son from 
the villainy of the suitors.” 

I767] She cried aloud as she spoke, and the 
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goddess licard her prayer; meanwhile the suitors 
were clamorous throughout the covered cloister, 
and one of them said: 

[yyo ] '*Thc queen is preparing for her mar- 
riage with one or other of us. Little does she 
dream that her son has now been doomed to die/* 

[ 772/ I’liis was what they said, but they did 
not know what w^as going to happen. Then An- 
linous said, “Comrades, let there be no loud 
talking, lest some of it get carried inside. Let us 
be up and do that in silence, about which wc 
arc all of a mind.** 

[77^] Me then chose twenty men, and they 
went down to their ship and to the sea side: they 
drew the vessel into the water and got hei mast 
and sails inside her; they bound the oars to the 
thole pins with tw isted thongs of leather, all in 
due course, and spread the white sails aloft, 
while their fine servants brought them their ar- 
mour. 1 hen tliey made the ship fast a little way 
out, came on shore again, got their suppers, and 
w'aitcd till night should fall. 

I7S7] But Penelope lay in her own room up- 
stairs unable to 'jai drink, and wondenng 
w'hether her brave son w^ould escape, or be o\x*r- 
powered by the wdeked suitois. lake a lioness 
caught in the toils with huntsmen hemming 
her in on every' side, she thought and thought 
till she sank into a slumber, and lay on her bed 
beieft of thought and motion. 

[795] Then Minerva bethought her of an- 
other matter, and made a vision in the likeness 
of Penelo])e*s sister Iphthime daugherof Icarius 
who had married Lurnelus and lived in Phera*. 
She told the vision to go to the house of Ldys- 
sOs, and to make Penelope leave oil erxing, so 
it came into her room by the hole through w'hieh 
the thong went for pulling the door to, and hov- 
ered over her head, saying, 

[H04] “You arc asleep, Penelope: the gods 
wLo live at case will not suher you to weep and 
be so sad. Your son has done them no wrong, so 
he will yet come hack to you.” 

[SoHj Penelope, who was sleeping sw'cetly 
at the gates of dreamland, answered, “Sister, 


why have you corne here? You do not come very 
often, but I suppose that is because you live 
such a long w^ay off. Am I, then, to leave olT 
crying and refrain from all the sad thoughts 
that tfirturc me? I, who have lost mv brave and 
lion-hearted husband, w ho had every good qual- 
ity under heaven, and wIkjsc name was great 
over all ) lellas and middle Argos: and now my 
darling son has gone off on hoard of a ship— a 
foolish fellow w'ho has never been used to rough- 
ing It, nor to going about among gatherings of 
men. 1 am even more anxious about him than 
about my husband; I am all in a tremble when 
1 think of him, lest something should happen 
to him, either from the people among wliom he 
has gone, or by sea, for he has many enemies 
who are plotting against him, and arc bent on 
killing him bclore he can return home.” 

/(S24J dhen the vision said, “Take heart, and 
he not so much dismayed. 'Miere is one gone 
with him whom many a man would be glad 
enough to have stand by his side, I mean Mi- 
nerva, it is she x\ho has compassion u|X)n you, 
and who has sent me to hear vou this message.” 

[^^o] “ I hen,” said Penelope, “if you arc a 
god or have l^ecn sent here by divine commis- 
sion, tell me also about that other unhappy one 
—is he still alive, or is he already dead and in 
the house of Mades?** 

\ision said, “I shall not tell 
you for certain whether he is alh e or dead, and 
there is no use in idle convoisation.*’ 

dlien it vanished thiough the thong- 
hole of the door and w^as dissipated into thin 
air; hut Penelope ros<.' from her sleep refreshed 
and comforted, so vivid had been her dream. 

[^41] Meantime the suitors w'CiU on board 
and sailed their wmvs over the sea, intent on 
murdering Iclemachus. Now theie is a rocky 
islet called ^Astcris, ol no great size, in mid chan 
nel between Ithaca and Samos, and there is a 
harbour on either side ol it where a ship can 
lie. 1 lere then the Acha'ans placed themselves 
in amhnsh. 
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A ND NOW, as Dawn rose from her couch money and had got home without disaster. This 
beside Tithonus— harbinger of light is how wc have settled that he shall return to 
Jl alike to mortals and irninortals— the his country and his friends/' 
gods met in council and with them, Jove the [4^] Thus he spoke, and Mercury, guide and 
lord of thunder, who is their king. Thereon Mi- guardian, slayer of Argus, did as he was told, 
nerva began to tell them of the many sufferings Forthwith he bound on his glittering golden 

of Ulysses, for she pitied him away there in the sandals with which he could fly like the wind 

house of the nymph Calypso. over land and sea. I le look the wand with which 

[y] “Father Jove," said she, “and all you he seals men's eyes in sleep or wakes them just 

other gods that live in everlasting bliss, I hope as he pleases, and flew holding it in his hand 

there may never be such a thing as a kind and over Pieria; then he swooped down through the 

well-disposed ruler any more, nor one who wnll finnament till he reached the level of the sea, 

govern equitably. I hope they will be all hence- whose waves he skimmed like a cormorant that 

forth cruel and unjust, for there is not one of his flies fishing every hole and corner of the ocean, 

subjects but has forgotten Ulysses, who ruled and drenching its thick plumage in the spray, 

them as though he were their father. There he He flew and flew over many a weary wave, hut 

is, lying in great pain in an island where dwells when at last he got to the island which was his 

the nymph Calypso, who will not let him go; journey’s end, he left the sea and went on by 

and he cannot get back to his own country, for land till he came to the cave where the nymph 

he can find neither ships nor sailors to take him Calypso lived. 

over the sea. Furthermore, wicked people are [58] lie found her at home. There was a 
now trjdng to murder his only son Telemachus, large fire burning on the hearth, and one could 

who is coming home from Pylos and Lacedae- smell from far the fragrant reekof burning cedar 

mon, where he has been to see if he can get and sandal w^ood. As for heisclf, she was busy 

news of his father." at her loom, shooting her golden shuttle through 

[21] “What, my dear, are you talking about?" the w^arp and singing beautifully. Round her 

replied her father, “did you not send him there cave there was a thick w^ood of alder, poplar, 

yourself, because you thought it would help and sweet smelling cypress trees, wherein all 

Ulysses to get home and punish the suitors? kinds of great birds had built their nests— owls, 

Besides, you are perfectly able to protect Te- hawks, and chattering sea-crows that occupy 

lernachus, and to see him safely home again, their business in the waters. A vine loaded with 

while the suitors have to come hurry-sku trying grapes was trained and grew luxuriantly about 

back without having killed him." the mouth of the cave; there were also four ruji- 

[28] When he had thus spoken, he said to ning rills of water in channels cut pretty close 

his son Mercury, “Mercury, you are our mes- together, and turned hither and thither so as to 

senger, go therefore and tell Calypso wc have irrigate the beds of violets and liiscious herbage 

decreed that poor Ulysses is to return home. He over which they flowed. Even ^ god could not 

is to be convoyed neither by gods nor men, but help being charmed with such ^ lovely spot, so 

after a perilous voyage of twenty days upon a Mercury stood still and lookcdiat it; but when 

raft he is to reach fertile Scheria, the land of the he had admired it sufficiently jhe went inside 

Phaeacians, who are near of kin to the gods, the cave. 

and will honour him as though he were one of [yy] Calypso knew him at once— for the gods 
ourselves. ITiey will send him in a ship to his all know each other, no matter how far they 

own country, and will give him more bronze and live from one another— but Ulysses was not 

gold and raiment than he would have brought wkhin; he was on the sca-shore as usual, look- 

back from Troy, if he had had all his prize ing out upon the barren ocean with tears in his 
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eyes, groaning and breaking his heart for sor* 
row. Calypso gave Mercury a scat and said: 
‘^Why have you come to see me, Mercury— hon- 
oured, and ever welcome— for you do not visit 
me often? Say what you want; I will do it for 
you at once if I can, and if it can be done at all; 
but come inside, and let me set refreshment be- 
fore you. 

[gz] As she spoke she drew a table loaded 
with ambrosia beside him and mixed him some 
red nectar, so Mercury ate and drank till he had 
had enough, and then said: 

[97] *'We are speaking god and goddess to 
one another, and you ask me why 1 have come 
here, and I will tell you tmly as you would 
have me do. Jove sent me; it was no doing of 
mine; who could possibly want to come all 
this way over the sea where there are no cities 
full of people to offer me sacrifices or choice 
hecatombs? Nevertheless I had to come, for 
none of us other gods can cross Jove, nor trans- 
gress his orders, fie says that you have here 
the most ill-starred of all those who fought nine 
N'ears before the ^\ty .. f King Priam and sailed 
home in the tenth year after having sacked 
it, On their w'ay home they sinned against 
Minerva, who raised both wind and waves 
against them, so that all his brave companions 
perished, and he alone was carried hither by 
wind and tide. Jove says that you are to let 
this man go at once, for it is decreed that he 
shall not perish here, far from his own people, 
but shall return to his house and country and 
see his friends again.” 

[ji6] Calypso trembled with rage when she 
heard this, “You gods,” she exclaimed, “ought 
to be ashamed of yourselves. You arc always 
jealous, and hate seeing a goddess take a fancy 
to a mortal man, and live with him in open 
matrimony. So when losy-fingercd Dawn made 
love to Orion, you precious gods were all of you 
furious till Diana w^nt and killed him in 
Ortygia. So again when Ceres fell in love with 
lasion, and yielded to him in a thricc-ploughcd 
fallow field, Jove came to hear of it before so 
very long and killed lasion with his thunder- 
bolts. And now you are angry with me too 
because I have a man here. 1 found the poor 
creature sitting all alone astride of a keel, for 
Jove had struck his ship with lightning and 
sunk it in mid ocean, so that all his crew were 
drowned, while he himself was driven by wind 
and waves on to my island. I got fond of him 
and cherished him, and had set my heart on 
making him immortal, so that he should never 
grow ( 3 d all his days; still I cannot cross Jove, 


nor bring his counsels to nothing; therefore, if 
he insists upon it, let the man go beyond the 
seas again; nut I cannot send him anywhere 
myself for I have neither ships nor men who 
can take him. Nevertheless I will readily give 
him such advice, in all good faith, as will be 
likely to bring him safely to his own country.” 

[14s] “Then send him away said Mercury, 
“or Jove will he angry with you and punish 
you.” 

[14S] On this he took his leave, and Calypso 
went out to lcx)k for Ulysses, for she had heard 
Jove’s message. She found him sitting upon 
the beach with his eyes ever filled with tears, 
and dying of sheer home sickness; for he had 
got tired of Calypso, and though he w’as forced 
to sleep with her in the cave by night, it was 
she, not he, that would have it so. As for the 
day time, he spent it on the rocks and on the 
sea shore, weeping, crying aloud for his despair, 
and always looking out upon the sea. Calypso 
then went close up to him and said: 

[160] “My poor fellow, you shall not stay 
here grieving and fretting ycjur life out any 
longer. I am going to send you away of my 
own free will, so go, cut some beams of wood, 
and make yourself a large raft with an upper 
deck that it may carry you safely over the sea. 
I will put bread, wine, and water on board to 
save you from starving. I will also give you 
clothes, and will send you a fair w^ind to take 
you home, if the gods in heaven so will it— 
for they know more about these things, and can 
settle them better than 1 can.” 

[lyi] Ulysses shuddered as he heard her. 
“Now goddess,” he answered, “there is some- 
thing behind all this; you cannot be really 
meaning to help me home when you bid me do 
such a dreadful thing as put to sea on a raft. 
Not even a well-found ship with a fair wind 
could venture on such a distant voyage: noth- 
ing that you can say or do shall make me go on 
board a raft unless you first solemnly swear 
that you mean me no mischief.” 

[iSo] Calypso smiled at this and caressed 
him with her hand: “You know a great deal,” 
said she, “but you are quite wrong here. May 
hcav'cn above and earth below be my witnesses, 
with the waters of the river Styx— and this is 
the most solemn oath which a blessed god can 
take— that I mean you no sort of hami, and am 
only advising you to do exactly what I should 
do myself in your place. I am dealing with you 
quite straightforwardly; my heart is not made 
of iron, and I am very sorry for you.” 

[ igz] VVdien she had thus spoken she led the 
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way rapidly before him, and Ulysses followed 
in her steps; so the pair, goddess and man, went 
on and on till they came to Calypso^s cave, 
where Ulysses took the seat that Mercun? had 
just left. Calypso set meat and drink before him 
of the food that mortals cat; but her maids 
brought ambrosia and nectar for herself, and 
they laid their hands on the go<'>d things that 
were before them. When they had satisfied 
themselves with meat and drink, Calypso spoke, 
saying: 

[20^] “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, so you 
would start home to your ovvti land at once? 
Good luck go with you, but if you could only 
know how much suffering is in store for you 
before you get back to your own country, you 
w’ould stay where you are, keep house along 
with me, and let me make you immortal, no 
matter how anxious you may be to see this wife 
of yours, of whom you are thinking all the time 
day after day; yet 1 flatter myself that I am no 
whit less tall or well-looking than she is, for 
it is not to be expected that a mortal woman 
should compare in beauty with an immortal.” 

[214] “Cioddess,” replied Ulysses, “do not 
be angry with me about this, I am quite aware 
that my wife Penelope is nothing like so tall 
or so beautiful as yourself. She is only a woman, 
whereas you are an immortal. Nevertheless, I 
want to get home, and can think of nothing 
else. If some god wrecks me when 1 am on the 
sea, I will bear it and make the best of it. 1 have 
had infinite trouble lx)th by land and sea al- 
ready, so let this go with the rest.” 

[22s] Presently the sun set and it became 
dark, whereon the pair retired into the inner 
part of the cave and went to bed. 

[228] When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingcred Dawn, appeared, Ulysses put on his 
shirt and cloak, while the goddess w^ore a dress 
of a light gossamer fabric, very fine and graceful, 
with a beautiful golden girdle about her waist 
and a veil to cover her head. She at once set 
herself to think how she could speed Ulysses 
on his w'ay. So she gave him a great bronze axe 
that suited his hands; it was sharpened on both 
sides, and had a beautiful olive-wcKxl handle 
fitted firmly on to it. She also gave him a sharp 
adze, and then led the way to the far end of the 
island where the largest trees grew—alder, pop- 
lar and pine, that reached the sky— very dry 
and well seasoned, so as to sail light for him in 
the water. Tlien, when she had shown him 
where the best trees grew, Calypso went home, 
leaving him to cut them, which he soon fin- 
ished doing. He cut down twenty trees in all 


and adzed them smooth, squaring them by 
rule in good w^orkmanlike fashion. Meanwhile 
Calypso came back with some augers, so he 
bored holes with them and fitted the timbers 
together with bolts and rivets. He made the 
raft as broad as a skilled shipwright makes the 
beam of a large vessel, and he fixed a deck on 
top of the ribs, and ran a gunwale all round it. 
I le also made a mast with a yard arm, and a 
rudder to steer with. He fenced the raft all 
round w’ith wicker hurdles as a protection 
against the weaves, and then he threw on a 
quantity of wood. By and by Calypso brought 
him some linen to make the siuls, and he made 
these too, excellently, making them fast with 
braces and sheets. Last of all, with the help of 
levers, he drew the raft down into the water. 

[z6i] 111 four days he had completed the 
whole work, and on the fifth Calypso sent him 
from the island after washing him and giving 
him some clean clothes. She gave him a goat 
skin full of black wine, and another larger one 
of water; she also gave him a wallet lull of 
provisions, and found him in much good meat. 
Moreover, she made the wind lair and WTum 
for him, and gladly did Ulys.ses spread his sail 
before it, while he sat and guided the raft skil 
fully by means of the. rudder. 1 Ic never closed 
his eyes, but kept them fixed on the Pleiads, on 
late-S(.'tting Bootes, and on the Bear— which men 
also call the wain, and wliuJi turns round and 
round where it is, facing Orion, and alone 
never dipping into the stream of Occanus— for 
Calypso had told him to keep tliis to his left. 
Days seven and ten did he sail over the sea, 
and on the eighteenth the dim outlines of the 
mountains on the nearest part of the Pha^acian 
coast appeared, rising like a shield on the 
horizon. 

[zHi] But King Neptune, who was return- 
ing from tlic Ethiopians, caught sight of Ulys- 
ses a long way oil, from the mountains of the 
Solymi. 1 le could see him sailing upon the sea, 
and It made him very angry, so he wagged his 
head and muttered to himstilf, saying, “Good 
heavens, so the gods have been changing their 
minds about Ulysses while I ^as away in Ethi- 
opia, and now he is close t 0 the land of the 
Phacacians, where it is decreed that he shall 
escape from the calamities that have befallen 
him. Still, he shall have plenty of hardship yet 
before he has done with it.” 

[291] Thereon he gathered his clouds to- 
gether, grasped his trident, stirred it round in 
^hc sea, and roused the rage of every wind that 
blows till earth, sea, and sky were hidden in 
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cloud, and night sprang forth out of the heav- 
ens. Winds from East, South, North, and West 
fell upon him all at the same time, and a tre- 
mendous sea got up, so that Ulysses* heart be- 
gan to fail him. “Alas,” he said to himself in his 
dismay, “what ever will become of me? 1 am 
afraid Calypso was right when she said I should 
have trouble by sea before 1 got back home. It 
is all coming true. How black is Jove making 
heaven with his clouds, and what a sea the 
winds are raising from every quarter at once. I 
am now safe to perish. Blest and thrice blest 
were those Danaans who fell before Troy in 
the cause of the sons of Atreus. Would that I 
had been killed on the day when the 'Erojans 
u'cre pressing me so sorely about the dead body 
of Achilles, for then I should have had due 
burial and the Acha'ans W'ould have honoured 
my name; but now it seems that 1 shall come to 
a most pitiable end.” 

[^ ^ 3? As he spoke a sea broke over him with 
such terrific fury that the raft reeled again, and 
lie was carried overboard a long way olf. He let 
go the helm, and the lorcc of the hurricane was 
so gieat that it broke the mast half way up, and 
both sad and yard went over into the sea. For 
a long time Ulysses was under water, and it 
w^is all he could do to rise to the surface again, 
for the clothes Calypso had given him weighed 
him down; but at last he got his head above 
water and spat out the bitter brine that was 
running dowm his face in streams. In spite of 
all this, however, he did not lose sight of his 
I alt, but swam as fa.st as he could towards it, 
got hold of it, and climbed on board again so 
as to escape drowning. The sea took the raft 
and tossed it about as Autumn winds whirl 
thistledown round and round upon a road. It 
was as though the South, North, East, and 
West winds were all playing battledore and 
shuttlecock with it at once. 

[3 3 3J Wlicn he was in this plight, Ino daugh- 
ter of Cadmus, also called Lcucothea, saw him. 
She had formerly been a mere mortal, but had 
been since raised to the rank of a marine god- 
dess. Seeing in what great distress Ulysses now 
was, she had compassion upon him, and, rising 
like a sea-gull from the weaves, took her seat 
upon the raft. 

^339) ‘My poor good man,” said she, “why 
is Neptune so furiously angry with you? He is 
giving you a great deal of trouble, but for all 
his bluster he will not kill you. You seem to be 
a sensible person, do then as I bid you; strip, 
leave your raft to drive before the wind, and 
swim to the Phaeacian coast where better luck 


awaits you. And here, take my veil and put it 
round your chest; it is enchanted, and you can 
come to no harm so long as you wear it. As soon 
as you touch land take it off, throw it back as 
far as you can into the sea, and then go away 
again.” With these w^ords she took off her veil 
and gave it him. Then she dived down again 
like a sea gull and vanished beneath the dark 
blue waters. 

[^54] but Ulysses did not know wdiat to 
think. “Alas,” he said to himself in his dismay, 
“this is only some one or other of the gods who 
is luring me to ruin by advising me to quit my 
raft. At any rate I will not do so at present, for 
the land w^here she said 1 should be quit of all 
my troubles seemed to be still a good way off. I 
know' what I wall do— I am sure it will be best 
—no matter w'hat happens I wall stick to the 
raft as long as her timbers hold together, but 
w'hcn the sea breaks her up I will swim for it; 
I do not sec how t can do any better than this.'* 

[365] While he was thus in two minds, 
Neptune sent a terrible great wave that seemed 
to rear itself above his head till it broke right 
over the raft, w'hich then went to pieces as 
though it were a heap of dr\^ chaff tossed about 
by a whirlwind. Ulyss(‘s got astride of one 
plank and rode upon it as if he w'ere on horse- 
back; he then took off the clothes Calypso had 
given him, bound Ino’s veil under his arms, 
and plunged into the sea— meaning to swim 
on shore. King Neptune wMtehed him as he did 
so, and w’agged his head, muttering to himself 
and saying, “There now, swam up and down 
as you best can till you fall in w'ith w'ell-to-do 
people. I do not think you wall he able to say 
that I have let you off too lightly.*’ On this he 
lashed his horses and drove to Algae where his 
palace is. 

/3S27 But Minerva resolved to help Ulysses, 
so she bound the ways of all the winds except 
one, and made them lie quite still; but she 
roused a good stiff breeze from the North that 
should lay the w'aters till Ulysses reached the 
land of the Phaeacians wdiere he would be safe. 

[^ 88 ] Thereon he floated about for two 
nights and two days in the w^ater, with a heavy 
swell on the sea and death staring him in the 
face; but w'hen the third day broke, the wind 
fell and there was a dead calm without so 
much as a breath of air stirring. As he rose on 
the sw’ell he looked eagerly ahead, and could 
sec land quite near. Then, as children rejoice 
when their dear father begins to get better 
after having for a long time borne sore affliction 
sent him by some angry spirit, but the gods 
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deliver him from evil, so was Ulysses thankful 
when he again saw land and trees, and swam 
on with all his strength that he might once 
more set foot upon dry ground. When, how- 
ever, he got within earshot, he began to hear 
the surf thundering up against the rocks, for 
the swell still broke against them with a terrific 
roar. Everything was enveloped in spray; there 
were no harbours where a ship might ride, nor 
shelter of any kind, but only headlands, low- 
lying rocks, and mountain tops. 

[406] Ulysses* heart now began to fail him, 
and he said despairingly to himself, ^'Alas, Jove 
has let me see land after swimming so far that 
I had given up all hope, but I c,m find no land- 
ing place, for the coast is rocky and surf-beaten, 
the rocks are smooth and rise sheer from the 
sea, with deep water close under them so that 
I cannot climb out for want of foothold. 1 am 
afraid some great wave will lift me off my legs 
and dash me against the rocks as I leave the 
water— which would give me a sorry landing. 
If, on the other hand, 1 swim further in search 
of some shelving beach or harbour, a hurricane 
may carry me out to sea again sorely against 
my will, or heaven may send some great mon- 
ster of the deep to attack me; for Amphitrite 
breeds many such, and 1 know that Neptune is 
very angry with me.” 

/424J While he w'as thus in two minds a 
wave caught him and took liim with such force 
against the rocks that he would have been 
smashed and torn to pieces if Minerva had not 
shown him what to do. He caught hold of the 
rock with both hands and clung to it groaning 
with pain till the wave retired, so he was saved 
that time; but presently the wave came on 
again and carried him back with it far into 
the sea— tearing his hands as the suckers of a 
polypus are tom when some one plucks it from 
its b^, and the stones come up along with it 
—even so did the rocks tear the skin from his 
strong hands, and then the wave drew him 
deep down under the water. 

[4^6] Here poor Ulysses would have cer- 
tainly perished even in spite of his own destiny, 
if Minerva had not helped him to kcej) his wits 
about him. He swam seaward again, beyond 
reach of the surf that was beating against the 
land, and at the same time he kept looking 
towards the shore to see if he could find some 
haven, or a spit that should take the waves 
aslant. By and by, as he swam on, he came to 
the mouth of a river, and here he thought 
would be the best place, for there were no 
rocks, and it afforded shelter from the wind. 


He felt that there was a current, so he prayed 
inwardly and said: 

[ 445 ] '‘Hear me, O King, whoever you may 
be, and save me from the anger of the sea-god 
Neptune, for I approach you prayerfully. Any 
one who has lost his way has at all times a 
claim even iijx>n the gods, wherefore in my 
distress I draw near to your stream, and cling 
to the knees of your riverhood. Have mercy 
upon me, O king, for I declare myself your 
suppliant.” 

/ 45 1 J Then the god stayed his stream and 
stilled the waves, making all calm before him, 
and bringing him safely into the mouth oE the 
river. Here at last Ulysses’ knees and strong 
hands failed him, for the sea had completely 
broken him. I lis body was all swollen, and his 
mouth and nostrils ran down like a river with 
sea- water, so that he could neither breathe nor 
speak, and lay swooning from sheer exhaus- 
tion; presently, when he had got his breath and 
came to himself again, he took off the scarf that 
Ino had given him and threw' it back into the 
salt stream of the river, whereon Ino received 
it into her hands from the wave that bore it 
towards her. Then he left the river, laid him- 
self down among the nishcs, and kissed the 
bounteous earth. 

[464] "Alas,** he cried to himself in his dis- 
may, "what ever will become of me, and how 
is it all to end? If I stay here tr^^on the river bed 
through the long watches of the night, I am so 
exhausted that the bitter cold and damp may 
make an end of me— for towards sunrise there 
will be a keen wind blowing from off the river. 
If, on the other hand, I climb the hill side, find 
shelter in the woods, and sleep in some thicket, 
I may escape the cold and have a good night’s 
rest, but some savage beast may take advantage 
of me and devour me.** 

[474] In the end he deemed it best to take 
to the woods, and he found one upon some 
high ground not far from the water. There he 
crept beneath two shoots of olive that grew from 
a single stock— the one an u|igrafted sucker, 
while the other had been grifted. No w'ind, 
however squally, could break tnrough the cover 
they afforded, nor could the fun's rays pierce 
them, nor the rain get througU them, so closely 
did they grow into one another. Ulysses crept 
under these and began to ma(te himself a bed 
to lie on, for there was a great litter of dead 
leaves lying about— enough to make a covering 
for two or three men even in hard winter 
weather. He was glad enough to see this, so he 
laid himself down and heaped the leaves all 
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round him. Then, as one who lives alone in the Ulysses cover himself up with leaves; and 
country, far from any neighbor, hides a brand Minerva shed a sweet sleep upon his eyes, 
as firc'seed in the ashes to save himself from closed his eyelids, and made him lose all mem- 
liaving to get a light elsewhere, even so did ory of his sorrows. 
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S O HERE Ulysses slept, overcome by sleep 
and toil; but Minerva went oil to the 
country and city of the Phxacians— a 
people who used to live in the fair town of 
1 lyjK'rcia, near the lawless Cyclopes. Now the 
Cyclopes were stronger than they and plun- 
dered them, so their king Nausithous moved 
them thence and settled them in Scheria, far 
from all other people. Ue surrounded the city 
with a wall, built houses and temples, and 
divided the lands among his people; but he 
was dead and gone to tlie house of Hades, and 
King Alcinous, whose counsels were inspired 
of heaven, was now reigning. To his house, 
then, did Minerv'a hie in furtherance of the 
return of Ulysses. 

[is] She went straight to the beautifully 
decorated bedroom in which there slept a girl 
who VN'as as lovely as a goddess, Nausicaa, 
daughter to King Alcinous. Two maid servants 
were sleeping near her, both very pretty, one 
on either side of the doorway, whicli was closed 
with well made folding doors. Minerva took 
the form of the famous sea captain Dym'ass 
daughter, who was a bosom friend of Nausicaa 
and just her own age; then, coming up to the 
girls bedside like a breath of wind, she hovered 
over her head and said: 

[zsJ "‘Nausicaa, what can your mother have 
been about, to have such a lazy daughter^ Here 
arc your clothes all lying in disorder, yet you 
arc going to be married almost immediately, 
and should not only be well dressed yourself, 
but should find good clothes for those who at- 
tend you. This is the way to get yourself a good 
name, and to make your father and mother 
proud of you. Suppose, then, that we |nake to- 
morrow a washing day, and start at daybreak. 
I will come and help you so that you may have 
everything ready as soon as possible, for all 
the best young men among your own people 
are courting you, and you arc not going to re- 
main a maid much longer. Ask your father, 
therefore, to have a waggon and mules ready 
for us at daybreak, to take the rugs, robes, and 
girdles; and you can ride, too, which will be 


much pleasanter for you than walking, for the 
washing-cisterns arc some way from the town.” 

[41] When she had said this Minerva went 
away to Olympus, which they say is the ever- 
lasting home of the gods. I lere no wind beats 
roughly, and neither rain nor snow can fall; 
but it abides in everlasting sunshine and in a 
great pcacclulness of light, wherein the blessed 
gods arc illumined for ever and ever. This was 
the place to which the goddess went when she 
had given instructions to the girl. 

[4S] By and by morning came and woke 
Nausicaa, w'ho began wondering about liei 
dream; she therefore went to the other end of 
the house to tell her fatlici and mother all 
about it, and found tbein in tlieir own room. 
Her mother was sitting by the fireside sj)inning 
her purple yarn W'ith her maids around her, 
and she happened to catch her father just as he 
was going out to attend a meeting of the town 
council, which the Plueacian aldeniicn bad 
convened. She stopped Jiim and said: 

Isy] “Papa dear, could 50U manage to let 
me have a good big waggon? J wMiit to take all 
our dirty clothes to the river and wash them. 
You arc the chief man here, so it is only right 
that you should have a clean shirt when you 
attend meetings of the council. Moreover, you 
have five sons at home, two of them married, 
while the other three are good-looking baehc- 
lors; you know they always like to have clean 
linen when they go to a dance, and 1 have been 
thinking about all this.” 

[66] She did not say a word about her own 
wedding, for she did not like to, but her father 
knew and said, “You shall have the mules, my 
love, and whatever else you h^vc a mind for. 
Be oil’ with you, and the men jshall get you a 
good strong waggon with a body to it that will 
hold all your clothes.” 

[y i] On this he gave his orders to the serv- 
ants, who got the waggon out, harnessed the 
mules, and put them to, while the girl brought 
the clothes down from the linen room and 
placed them on the waggon. 1 1 or mother pre- 
pared her a basket of provisions with all sorts 
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of good things, and a goat skin full of wine; 
the girl now got into the waggon, and her 
mother gave her also a golden cruse of oil, that 
she and her women might anoint themselves. 
Then she took the whip and reins and lashed 
the mules on, whereon they set off, and their 
hoofs clattered on the road. I’hey pulled with- 
out flagging, and carried not only Nausicaa and 
her wash of clothes, but the maids also who 
were with her. 

[8^] When they reached the water side they 
went to the washing-cisterns, through which 
there ran at all times enough pure water to 
wash any quantity of linen, no matter how 
dirty. Here they unharnessed the mules and 
turned them out to feed on the sweet juicy 
herbage that grew' hy the water side. They took 
the clothes out of the waggon, put them in the 
water, and vied w'ith one another in treading 
them in the pits to get the dirt out. After they 
had washed them and got them quite clean, 
they laid them out hy the sea side, where the 
waves had raised a high beach of shingle, and 
set about washing '"'emsclves and anointing 
themselves with olive oil. Then they got their 
dinner by the side of the stream, and waited for 
the sun to finish diying the clothes. When they 
had done dinner they threw ofl the veils that 
covcri'd their heads and began to play at ball, 
w'lnle Naiisjcaa sang lor I hem. As the hunt- 
ress Diana goes forth upon the mountains of 
Taygotus or Erymanthus to hunt wa'ld hoars or 
deer, and t he w'ood-nymphs, daughters of /ligis- 
hearing Jove, take tlieir sport along witli her 
(tlien is Lcto proud at seeing her daughter 
stand a full head taller than tlie others, and 
eclipse the loveliest amid a w'liole bevy of beau- 
ties), even so did the girl outshine her hand- 
maids. 

[no] When it wms lime for them to start 
Iiome, and they W'erc folding the clothes and 
putting them into the waggon, Minerva began 
to consider how Ulysses should wake up and 
see the handsome girl wTo wms to conduct him 
to the city of the Fhacacians. The girl, there- 
fore, threw a ball at one of the maids, which 
missed her and fell into deep water. On this 
they all shouted, and the noise they made woke 
Ulysses, who sat up in his bed of leaves and 
began to wonder what it might all he. 

fug] “Alas,'" said he to himself, “what kind 
of people have I come amongst? Arc they cruel, 
savage, and uncivilized, or hospitable and hu- 
mane? I seem to hear the voices of young 
women, and they sound like those of the nymphs 
that haunt mountain tops, or springs of rivers 


and meadows of green grass. At any rate I am 
among a race of men and women. Let me try 
if I cannot manage to get a look at them.*' 

[i2y] As he said this he crept from under 
his bush, and broke off a bough covered w'ith 
thick leaves to hide his nakedness. He looked 
like some lion of the wilderness that stalks 
about exulting in his strength and defying both 
W'ind and rain; his eyes glare as he prowls in 
quest of oxen, sheep, or deer, for he is fam- 
ished, and will dare break even into a well- 
fenced homestead, trying to get at the sheep 
—even such did Lllysscs seem to the young 
women, as he drew near to them all naked as 
he was, for he was in great want. On seeing one 
so unkempt and so begrimed with salt water, 
the otliers scampered off along the spits that 
jutted out into the sea, but the daughter of 
Alcinous stood firm, for Minerva put courage 
into her heart and took away all fear from her. 
She stood right ^dn front of Lllvsses, and he 
doubted whether he should go up to her, throw 
himself at her feet, and embrace her knees as 
a suppliant, or stay where he was and entreat 
her to give him some clothes and show him the 
way to the tow'n. In the end he deemed it best 
to entreat her from a distance in case the giil 
should take offence at his coming near enough 
to clasp her knees, so he addiessed her in hon- 
eyed and persuasive language. 

[149] “O queen,” he said, “I implore your 
aid— hut tell me, arc you a goddess or are you a 
mortal W’oman? If you are a goddess and dwell 
in heaven, I can onlv conjecture that you are 
Jove’s daughter Diana, lor your face and figure 
resemble none hut hcis; if on the other lumil 
you are a mortal and li\'c on earth, thrice happv 
arc your father and mother— thrice happy, too, 
arc your brotheis and sisters; how' proud and 
delighted they must feel w'hen they sec so fair 
a scion as yourself going out to a dance; most 
happy, however, of all will he be whose wed- 
ding gifts have been the richest, and who takes 
you to his own home. I never yet saw any one 
so beautiful, neither man nor woman, and am 
lost in admiration as I behold you. I can only 
compare you to a young palm tree which 1 saw 
when 1 was at Delos growling near the altar of 
Apollo— for I was there, too, with much people 
after me, w'hcn I was on that journey which 
has h(’cn the source of all my troubles. Never 
yet did such a young plant shoot out of the 
ground as that was, and I admired and won- 
dered at it exactly as I now admire and wonder 
at yourself. I dare not clasp vour knees, but I 
am in great distress; yesterday made the tw'en- 
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tieth day that I had been tossing about upon 
the sea. The winds and waves have taken me 
all the way from the Ogyeian island, and now 
fate has flung me upon tnis coast that I may 
endure still further suffering; for I do not 
think that I have yet come to the end of it, 
but rather that heaven has still much evil in 
store for me. 

[175] “And now, O queen, have pity upon 
me, for you are the first person I have met, and 
I know no one else in this country. Show me 
the way to your town, and let me have any- 
thing that you may have brought hither to 
wrap your clothes in. May heaven grant you in 
all things your hearths desire— husband, house, 
and a happy, peaceful home; for there is noth- 
ing better in this world than that man and wife 
should be of one mind in a house. It discomfits 
their enemies, makes the hearts of their friends 
glad, and they themselves know more about it 
than any one.” 

[1S6] To this Nausicaa answered, “Stran- 
ger, you appear to be a sensible, well-disposed 
person. There is no accounting for luck; Jove 
gives prosperity to rich and poor just as he 
chooses, so you must take what he has seen fit 
to send you, and make the best of it. Now, 
however, that you have come to this our coun- 
try, you shall not want for clothes nor for any- 
thing else that a foreigner in distress may rea- 
sonably look for. I will show you the way to the 
town, and will tell you the name of our people; 
we are called Phaeacians, and I am daughter to 
Alcinous, in whom the whole power of the 
state is vested.*' 

[198] Then .she called her maids and said, 
“Stay where you arc, you girls. Can you not see 
a man without running away from him? Do 
you take him for a robber or a murderer? 
Neither he nor any one else can come here to 
do us Phaeacians any harm, for we are dear to 
the gods, and live apart on a land’s end that 
juts into the sounding sea, and have nothing to 
do with any other people. This is only some 
poor man who has lost his way, and we must be 
kind to him, for strangers and foreigners in dis- 
tress are under Jove’s protection, and will take 
what they can get and be thankful; so, girls, 
give the poor fellow something to eat and 
drink, and wash him in the stream at some 
place that is sheltered from the wind." 

I211] On this the maids left off running 
away and began calling one another back. 
They made Ulysses sit down in the shelter as 
Nausicaa had told them, and brought him a 
shirt and cloak. They also brought him the 


little golden cruse of oil, and told him to go and 
wash in the stream. But Ulysses said, “Young 
women, please to stand a little on one side that 
I may wash the brine from my shoulders and 
anoint myself with oil, for it is long enough 
since my skin has had a drop of oil upon it. I 
cannot wash as long as you all keep standing 
there. I am ashamed to strip before a number 
of good-looking young women." 

[22^] Then they stood on one side and went 
to tell the girl, while Ulysses washed himself 
in the stream and scrubbed the brine from his 
back and from his broad shoulders. When he 
had thoroughly washed himself, and had got 
the brine out of his hair, he anointed himself 
with oil, and put on the clothes which the girl 
had given him; Minerva then made him look 
taller and stronger than before, she also made 
the hair grow thick on the top of his head, and 
flow down in curls like hyacinth blossoms; she 
glorified him about the liead and shoulders as 
a skilful workman who has studied art of all 
kinds under Vulcan and Minerva enriches a 
piece of silver plate by gilding it— and his work 
is full of beauty. Then he went and sat down a 
little way off upon the beach, looking quite 
young and handsome, and the girl gazed on 
him with admiration; then she said to her 
maids: 

[^59] “Hush, my dears, for I want to say 
something. I believe the gods who live in 
heaven have sent this man to the Phaeacians. 
When I first saw him 1 thought him plain, hut 
now his appearance is like that of the gods who 
dwell in heaven. I should like my future hus- 
band to be just such another as he is, if he 
would only stay here and not want to go away. 
However, give him something to eat and drink." 

[247] They did as they were told, and set 
food before Ulysses, who ate and drank raven- 
ously, for it was long since he had had food of 
any kind. Meanwhile, Nausicaa bethought her 
of another matter. She got the linen folded and 
placed in the waggon, she then yoked the 
mules, and, as she took her jpeat, she called 
Ulysses: i 

12$$] “Stranger," said she,j“risc and let us 
be going hack to the town; I will introduce you 
at the house of my excellent if ather, where I 
can tell you that you will meetlall the best peo- 
ple among the Phaeacians. But be sure and do 
as I bid you, for you seem to he a sensible per- 
son. As long as we are going past the fields and 
fnnn lands, follow briskly behind the waggon 
along with the maids and I will lead the way 
myself. Presently, however, we shall come to 
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the town, where you will find a high wall 
running all round it, and a good harbour on 
either side with a narrow entrance into the 
city, and the ships will be drawn up by the 
road side, for every one has a place where his 
own ship can lie. You will see the market place 
with a temple of Neptune in the middle of it, 
and paved with large stones bedded in the 
earth. Here people deal in ship’s gear of all 
kinds, such as cables and sails, and here, too, 
are the places where oars arc made, for the 
Phaeacians are not a nation of archers; they 
know nothing about bow’s and arrows, but are 
a sea-faring folk, and pride themselves on their 
masts, oars, and ships, with which they travel 
far over the sea. 

[ 2 . 7 ^] “I am afraid of the gossip and scandal 
that may be set on foot against me later on; for 
the people here are very ill-natured, and some 
low fellow, if he met us, might say, ‘Who is 
this fine-looking stranger that is going about 
with Nausicaar* Where did she find him? I 
suppose she is going to marry him. Perhaps he 
is a vagabond sailor ' vvlu ‘in she has taken from 
some foreign vessel, ior wc have no neighbours; 
or some god has at last come down from heaven 
in answer to her prayers, and she is going to 
live with him all the rest of her life. It would 
be a good thing if she would take herself off 
and find a husband somewhere else, for she 
will not look at one of the many excellent 
young Phevacians who are in love with her.’ 
This is the kind of disparaging remark that 
would be made about me, and I could not com- 
plain, for I should myself be scandalized at 
seeing any other girl do the like, and go about 
with men in spite of everybody, while her fa- 
ther and mother were still alive, and without 
having been married in the face of all the world. 

[ 28 ^] “If, therefore, you want my father to 
give you an escort and to help you home, do as 
I hid you; you will see a beautiful grove of pop 
lars by the road side dedicated to Minerv^a; it 
has a well in it and a meadow all round it. Here 
my father has a field of rich garden ground, 


about as far from the town as a man’s voice 
will carry. Sit down there and wait for a while 
till the rest of us can get into the town and 
reach my father’s house. Then, when you think 
wc must have done this, come into the town 
and ask the way to the house of my father 
Alcinous. You will have no difficulty in finding 
it; any child will point it out to you, for no one 
else in the whole town has anything like such 
a fine house as he has. When you have got past 
the gates and through the outer court, go right 
across the inner court till you come to my 
mother. You will find her sitting by the fire and 
spinning her purple wool by firelight. It is a 
fine sight to sec her as she leans back against 
one of the bearing-posts with her maids all 
ranged behind her. Close to her scat stands that 
of my father, on which he sits and topes like an 
immortal god. Never mind him, but go up to 
my mother, and lay your hands upon her knees 
if you would get home quickly. If you can gain 
her over, you may hope to see your own coun- 
try again, no matter how distant it may be.” 

[^ 16 ] So saying she lashed the mules with 
her whip and they left the river. The mules 
drew well, and their hoofs went up and down 
upon the road. She was careful not to go too 
fast for Ulysses and the maids who were fol- 
lowing on foot along with the waggon, so she 
plied her whip with judgement. As the sun was 
going down they came to the sacred grove of 
Minerva, and there Ulysses sat down and 
prayed to the mighty daughter of Jove. 

^3247 “Hear me,” he cried, “daughter of 
ytgis-bearing Jove, unweariable, hear me now, 
for you gave no heed to my prayers when Nep- 
tune was wrecking me. Now, therefore, have 
pity upon me and grant that I may find friends 
and be hospitably received by the Phceacians.” 

^328 ] Thus did he pray, and Minerva heard 
his prayer, but she would not show hei-self to 
liim openly, for she was afraid of her uncle 
Neptune, who was still furious in his endeav- 
ors to prevent Ulysses from getting home. 
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T HUS, then, did Ulysses wait and pray; 
but the girl drove on to the town. When 
she reached her fathcr*s house she drew 
up at the gateway, and her brothers— comely 
as the gods— gathered round her, took the mules 
out of the waggon, and carried tlie clothes into 
the house, while she went to her own room, 
where an old servant. Eurymedusa of Apeira, 
lit the fire for her. This old woman had been 
brought by sea from Apeira, and had been 
chosen as a prize for Alcinous because he was 
king over the Pha'acians, and the people obeyed 
him as though he were a god. She had been 
nurse to Nausicaa, and had now lit the fire for 
her, and brought her supper for her into her 
own room. 

[14] Presently Ulysses got up to go towards 
the town; and Nlinerva shed a thick mist all 
round him to hide him in case any of the proud 
Phaeacians who met him should be rude to him, 
or ask him who he was. Then, as he was just 
entering the town, she came tow'ards him in the 
likeness of a little girl carrying a pitcher. She 
stood right in front of him, and Ulysses said: 

[22] '‘My dear, will you be so kind as to show 
me the house of king Alcinous? 1 am an unfor- 
tunate foreigner in distress, and do not know 
any one in your town and country.” 

[2y] Then Minerva said, “Yes, father stran- 
ger, I will show you the house you want, for 
Alcinous lives quite close to my own father. I 
will go before you and show the way, but say 
not a word as you go, and do not look at any 
man, nor ask him questions; for the people here 
cannot abide strangers, and do not like men 
who come from some other place. They are a 
sea-faring folk, and sail the seas by the grace of 
Neptune in ships that glide along like thought, 
or as a bird in the air.” 

[37] On this she led the way, and Ulysses 
followed in her steps; but not one of the Phaea- 
cians could s<*e him as he passed through the 
city in the midst of them; for the great goddess 
Minerva in her good will towards him had hid- 
den him in a thick cloud of darkness. He ad- 
mired their harbours, ships, places of assembly. 


and the lofty walls of the city, which, with the 
palisade on top of them, were very striking, and 
when they reached the king's house Minerva 
said: 

[48] "This is the house, father stranger, 
which you would have me show you. You will 
hnd a number of great people sitting at table, 
but do not be afraid; go straight in, for the bolder 
a man is the more likely he is to cairy his point, 
even though lie is a stranger. First find the 
queen. Her name is Arete, and she comes of the 
same family as her husband Alcinous. They 
both descend originally from Neptmre, v\'ho was 
father to Nausithous by Peribtra, a w'oinan of 
great beauty. Peribera was the youngest daugh- 
ter of Eiirymedon, w'ho at one time reigned 
over the giants, but he mined his ill-fated peo- 
ple and lost his own life to boot. 

[61 J “Neptune, how’C\'cr, lay with his daugh- 
ter, and she had a son hy him, the great Nausi- 
thous. who reigned over tlic PJhaeacians. Nausi- 
thous had two sons Rlic.xcnor and Alcinous; 
Apollo killed the first of them while he was still 
a bridegroom and without male issue; hut he 
left a daughter Arete, whom Alcinous married, 
and honuuis as no other woman is honoured of 
all those that keep house along with their hus- 
bands. 

[6g] “Thus she both was, and still is, re- 
spected beyond measure by her children, hy Al- 
cinous himself, and by the whole people, wdio 
look upon her as a goddess, and greet her when- 
ever she goes about the city, for she is a thor- 
oughly good woman both in head and heart, 
and when any women are friciids of hers, she 
w'ill help their husbands also to settle their dis- 
putes. If you can gain her good will, you may 
have every hope of seeing youii friends again, 
and getting safely back to your l^omc and coun- 
try.” 

[•78] Then Minerv^a left Schcria and went 
away over the sea. She went to Marathon and 
to the spacious streets of Athens, where she en- 
tered the abode of Ercchthcus; but Ulysses 
went on to the house of Alcinous, and he pon- 
dered much as he paused a while before reach- 
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ing the threshold of bronze, for the splendour of 
the palace was like that of the sun or moon. The 
walls on either side were of bronze from end to 
end, and the cornice was of blue enamel. The 
doors were gold, and hung on pillars of silver 
that rose from a floor of bronze, while the lintel 
was silver and the hook of the door was of gold. 

[gj] On either side there stood gold and sib 
ver mastiffs which Vulcan, with his consum- 
mate skill, had fashioned expressly to keep watch 
over the palace of king Alcinous; so they were 
immortal and could never grow old. Seats were 
ranged all along the wall, here and there from 
one end to the other, with coverings of fine 
woven work which the women of the house had 
made. 1 lore the chief persons of the Phaeacians 
used to sit and eat and drink, for there was 
abundance at all seasons: and there were golden 
figures of young men with lighted torches in 
their hands, raised on pedestals, to give light by 
night to those who were at table. There are fifty 
maid servants in the house, some of whom arc 
always grinding rich yellow grain at the mill, 
while others wori' <,r 'he loom, or sit and spin, 
and their shuttles go backwards and forwards 
like the fluttering of aspen leaves, while the 
linen is so closely woven that it will turn oil. 
As the Phicacians are the best sailors in the 
world, so then* women excel all others in weav- 
ing, for Minerv'a has taught them all manner of 
useful arts, and they are very intelligent. 

[112] Outside the gate of the outer court 
there is a large garden of about four acres 
with a wall all round it. It is full of beautiful 
trees— pears, pomegranates, and the most de- 
licious apples. There are luscious figs also, and 
olives in full growth. 1 he fruits never rot nor 
fail all the year round, neither winter nor sum- 
mer, for the air is so soft that a new crop ripens 
before the old has dropped. Pear grows on pear, 
apple on apple, and fig on fig, and so also with 
the grapes, for there is an excellent vineyard: 
on the level ground of a part of this, the grapes 
are being made into raisins; in another part 
they are being gathered; some are being trodden 
in the wine tubs, others further on have shed 
their blossom and arc beginning to show fruit, 
others again are just changing colour. In the 
furthest part of the ground there are beautifully 
arranged beds of flowers that are in bloom all 
the year round. Two streams go through it, the 
one turned in ducts throughout the whole gar- 
den, while the other is carried under the ground 
of the outer court to the house itself, and the 
town's people draw water from it. Such, then, 
were the splendours with which the gods had 


endowed the house of king Alcinous. 

[^33] So here Ulysses stocxl for a while and 
looked about him, hut when he had looked long 
enough he crossed the threshold and went 
within the precincts of the house. There he 
found all the chief people among the Phaiacians 
making their drink-offerings to Mercury, which 
they always did the last thing before going a way 
for the night. He went straight through the 
court, still hidden by the cloak of darkness in 
which Minerva had enveloped him, till he 
reached Arete and King Alcinous; then he laid 
his hands upon the knees of the queen, and at 
that moment the miraculous darkness fell away 
from him and he became visible. Every one was 
speechless with surprise at seeing a man there, 
but Ulysses began at once with his petition. 

[146] ‘‘Queen Arete," he exclaimed, “daugh- 
ter of great Rhexenor, in my distress 1 humbly 
pray )ou, as also your husband and these your 

f ;ucsts (whom may heaven prosper with long 
ife and happiness, and may they leave their 
possessions to their children, and all the hon- 
ours conferred upon them by the state) to help 
me home to my own country as soon as possible; 
for I have been long in trouble and away from 
my friends." 

[ 153] Thenhesat down on the hearth among 
the ashes and they all held their peace, till 
presently the old hero Echeneus, W’ho was an 
excellent speaker and an elder among the Pha;a- 
cians, plainly and in all honesty addressed them 
thus: 

[1S9] ^^Alcinous," said he, “it is not credita- 
ble to you that a stranger should be seen sitting 
among the ashes of your hearth; every one is 
waiting to hear what you are about to say; tell 
him, then, to rise and take a seat on a stool in- 
laid with silver, and hid your servants mix some 
wine and water that we may make a drink- 
offering to Jove the lord of thunder, who takes 
all well-disposed suppliants under his protec- 
tion; and let the housekeeper give him some 
supper, of whatever there may he in the house." 

[167] When Alcinous heard this he took 
Ulysses by the hand, raised him from the 
hearth, and bade him take the seat of Laodamas, 
wdio had been sitting beside him, and was his 
favounte son. A maid servant then brought 
him w^ater in a beautiful golden ew’er and 
poured it into a silver basin for him to wash his 
hands, and she drew a clean table beside him; 
an upper servant brought him bread and offered 
him many goiid things of what there was in the 
house, and Ulysses ate and drank. Then Alci- 
nous said to one of the ser\'ants, “Pontonous, 
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mix a cup of wine and hand it round that we 
may make drink-offerings to Jove the lord of 
thunder, who is the protector of all well-dis- 
posed suppliants/* 

[iSz] Pontonous then mixed wine and water, 
and handed it round after giving every man 
his drink-offering. When they had made their 
offerings, and had dnink each as much as he 
was minded, Alcinous said: 

[iS6] ** Aldermen and town councillors of 
the Phasacians, hear my words. You have had 
your supper, so now go home to bed. To-mor- 
row morning I shall invite a still larger number 
of aldermen, and will give a sacrificial banquet 
in honour of our guest; we can then discuss the 
question of his escort, and consider how we may 
at once send him back rejoicing to his own 
country without trouble or inconvenience to 
himself, no matter how distant it may be. We 
must see that he comes to no harm while on his 
homeward journey, but when he is once at 
home he will have to take the luck he was bom 
with for better or worse like other people. It is 
possible, however, that the stranger is one of 
the immortals who has come down from heaven 
to visit us; but in this case the gods are depart- 
ing from their usual practice, for hitherto they 
have made themselves perfectly clear to us 
when we have been offering them hecatombs. 
They come and sit at our feasts just like one of 
our selves, and if any solitary wayfarer happens 
to stumble upon some one or other of them, 
they affect no concealment, for we are as pear 
of kin to the gods as the Cyclopes and the sav- 
age giants are.” 

[zoy] ITicn Ulysses said: *Tray, Alcinous, 
do not take any such notion into your head. I 
have nothing of the immortal about me, neither 
in body nor mind, and most resemble those 
among you who are the most afflicted. Indeed, 
were 1 to tell you all that heaven has seen fit to 
lay upon me, you would say that 1 was still 
worse off than they are. Nevertheless, let me 
sup in spite of sorrow, for an empty stomach is 
a very importunate thing, and thrusts itself on 
a man's notice no matter how dire is his distress. 
I am in great trouble, yet it insists that I shall 
eat and drink, bids me lay aside all memory of 
my sorrows and dwell only on the due replen- 
ishing of itself. As for yourselves, do as you 
propose, and at break of day set about helping 
me to get home. I shall be content to die if I 
may first once more behold my property, my 
bondsmen, and all the greatness of my house.” 

fzzSj Thus did he speak. Every one ap- 
proved his saying, and agreed that he should 


have his escort inasmuch as he had spoken rear 
sonably. Then when they had made their drink- 
offerings, and had dmnk each as much as he 
was minded they went home to bed every man 
in his own abode, leaving Ulysses in the cloister 
with Arete and Alcinous while the servants 
were taking the things away after supper. Arete 
was the first to speak, for she recognized the 
shirt, cloak, and good clothes that Ulysses was 
wearing, as the work of herself and of her 
maids; so she said, "‘Stranger, before we go any 
further, there is a question I should like to ask 
you. Who, and whence are you, and who gave 
you those clothes? Did you not say you had 
come here from beyond the sea?” 

[240] And Ulysses answered, ""It would be 
a long story Madam, were I to relate in full the 
tale of my misfortunes, for the hand of heaven 
has been laid heavy upon me; but as regards 
your question, there is an island far away in the 
sea wnich is called "the Ogygian.’ Here dwells 
the cunning and powerful goddess Calypso, 
daughter of Atlas. She lives by herself far from 
all neighbours human or divine. Fortune, how- 
ever, brought me to her hearth all desolate and 
alone, for Jove struck my ship with his thunder- 
bolts, and broke it up in mid- ocean. My brave 
comrades wTre drowned every man of them, 
but I stuck to the keel and was carried hither 
and thither for the space of nine clays, till at 
last during the darkneess of the tenth night the 
gods brought me to the Ogygian island W'here 
the great goddess Calypso lives. She took me in 
and treated me with the utmost kindness; in- 
deed she wanted to make me immortal that I 
might never grow old, but she could not per- 
suade me to let her do so. 

[zsq] “I stayed with Calypso seven years 
straight on end, and watered the good clothes 
she gave me with my tears during the whole 
time; but at last when the eighth year came 
round she bade me depart of her own free wall, 
either because Jove had told her she must, or 
because she had changed her mind. She sent 
me from her island on a raft,mhich she pro- 
visioned with abundance of bread and wine. 
Moreover she gave me good stopt clothing, and 
sent me a wind that blew botH warm and fair. 
Days seven and ten did I sail c^er the sea, and 
on the eighteenth I caught sight of the first out- 
lines of the mountains upon your coast—and 
glad indeed was I to set eyes upon them. Nev- 
ertliess there was still much trouble in store 
fc.r me, for at this point Neptune would let me 
go no further, and raised a great storm against 
me, the sea was so terribly high that I could no 
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longer keep to my raft, which went to pieces 
under the fury of the gale, and I had to swim 
for it, till wind and current brought me to your 
shores. 

[ 278 ] "There I tried to land, but could not, 
for it was a bad place and the waves dashed me 
against the rocks, so I again took to the sea and 
swam on till I came to a river that seemed the 
most likely landing place, for there were no 
rocks and it was sheltered from the wind. Here, 
then, I got out of the water and gathered my 
senses together again. Night was coming on, so 
I left the river, and went into a thicket, where 
I covered mysSelf all over with leaves, and pres- 
ently heaven sent me off into a very deep sleep. 
Sick and sorry as I was I slept among the leaves 
all night, and through the next day till after- 
noon, when I w'oke as the sun was westering, 
and saw your daughter's maid servants playing 
upon the beach, and your daughter among 
them looking like a goddess. I besought her aid, 
and she proved to be of an excellent disposition, 
much more so than could be expected from so 
young a person— for’ y ung people arc apt to be 
thoughtless. She gave me plenty of bread and 
wine, and when she had had me washed in the 
river she also gave me the clothes in which you 
see me. Now', therefore, though it has pained 
me to do so, I have told you the whole truth." 

[298/ Tlien Alcinous said, "Stranger, it was 
very wrong of my daughter not to bring you on 
at once to my house along with the maids, see- 
ing that she was the first person whose aid you 
asked.” 

[^02] "Pray do not scold her," replied Ulys- 
ses; "she is not to blame. She did tell me to fol- 
low along with the maids, but I was ashamed 
and afraid, for I thought you might perhaps l)e 
displeased if you saw me. pAcry human being 
is sometimes a httlc suspicious and irritable." 

[^oS] "Stranger," replied Alcinous, "I am 
not the kind of man to get angry about noth- 


ing; it is always better to be reasonable; but by 
Father Jove, Minerva, and Apollo, now that I 
sec what kind of person you are, and how much 
you think as I do, I wish you would stay here, 
marry my daughter, and become my son-in-law. 
If you will stay I w'ill give you a house and an 
estate, but no one (heaven forbid) shall keep 
you here against your own wish, and that you 
may be sure of this I will attend to-morrow to 
the matter of your escort. You can sleep during 
the w'holc voyage if you like, and the men shall 
sail you over smooth waters either to your own 
home, or wherever you please, even though it 
be a long w'ay further off than Euboea, which 
those of my people who saw it when they took 
yellow-haired Rhadamanthus to see Tityus the 
son of Gaia, tell me is the furthest of any place— 
and yet they did the whole voyage in a single 
day without distressing themselves, and came 
back again afterwards. You will thus see bow 
much my ships eJCfeel all others, and what mag- 
nificent oarsmen my sailors are." 

[32^] Then was Ulysses glad and prayed 
aloud, saying, “Father Jove, grant that Alcinous 
may do all as he has said, for so he will win an 
imperishable name among mankind, and at the 
same time 1 shall return to my own country." 

[^^4] Thus did they converse. Then Arete 
told her maids to set a bed in the room that was 
in the gatehouse, and make it with good red 
rugs, and to spread coverlets on the top of them 
with woollen cloaks for Ulysses to wear. The 
maids thereon went out with torches in their 
hands, and when they had made the bed they 
came up to Ulysses and said, “Rise, sir stran- 
ger, and come with us for your bed is ready," 
and glad indeed was he to go to his rest. 

[^44] So Ulysses slept in a bed placed in a 
room over the echoing gateway; but Alcinous 
lay in the inner part of the house, with the 
queen his wife by his side. 
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N OW when the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, Alcinousand 
Ulysses both rose, and Alcinous led 
the way to the Phseacian place of assembly, 
which was near the ships. When they got there 
they sat dowTi side by side on a seat of polished 
stone, while Minerva took the form of one of 
Alcinous’ servants, and went round the town 
in order to help Ulysses to get home. She went 
up to the citizens, man by man, and said, “Al- 
dermen and touTi councillors of the Phaeacians, 
come to the assembly all of you and listen to 
the stranger who has just come otf a long voy- 
age to the house of King Alcinous; he looks 
like an immortal god.” 

[i^] With these words she made them all 
want to come, and they flocked to the assembly 
till seats and standing room were alike crowded. 
Every one was struck with the appearance of 
Ulysses, for Minerva had beautified him about 
the head and shoulders, making him look taller 
and stouter than he really was, that he might 
impress the Phaeacians favourably as being a 
very remarkable man, and might come off well 
in the many trials of skill to which they would 
challenge him. llien, when they were got to- 
gether, Alcinous spoke: 

[26] “Hear me,” said he, “aldermen and 
town councillors of the Phx*acians, that I may 
speak even as 1 am minded. 1 his stranger, who- 
ever he may be, has found his way to my house 
from somewhere or other either East or West. 
He wants an escort and wishes to have the 
matter settled. Let us then get one ready for 
him, as we have done for others before him; in- 
deed, no one who ever yet came to my house 
has been able to complain of me for not speed- 
ing him on his way soon enough. Let us draw 
a ship into the sea— one that has never yet made 
a voyage— and man her with two and fifty of 
our smartest young sailors. Then when you 
have made fast your oars each by his own seat, 
leave the ship and come to my house to prepare 
a feast. I will find you in everything. I am giv- 
ing these instructions to the young men who 
will form the crew, for as regards you aldermen 


and town councillors, you will join me in en- 
tertaining our guest in the cloisters. 1 can take 
no excuses, and we will have Demodocus to 
sing to us; for there is no bard like him what- 
ever he may choose to sing about.” 

[46] Alcinous then led the way, and the 
others followed after, while a servant went to 
fetch Demodocus. I he fifty two picked oars- 
men went to the sea shore as they had been 
told, and when they got there they drew the 
ship into the water, got her mast and sails in- 
side her, bound the oars to the thole-pins with 
twisted thongs of leather, all in due course, and 
spread the white sails aloft. They moored the 
vessel a little way out from land, and then came 
on shore and went to the house of King Alcin- 
ous. The outhouses, yards, and all the precincts 
were filled with crowds of men in great multi- 
tudes both old and young; and Alcinous killed 
them a dozen sheep, eight full grown pigs, and 
two oxen. These they skinnqj and dressed so as 
to provide a magnificent banquet. 

[62] A servant presently led in the famous 
bard Demodocus, whom the muse had dearly 
loved, but to whom she had given both good 
and evil, for though she had endowed him 
with a divine gift of song, she had robbed him 
of his eyesight. Pontonous set a scat for him 
among the guests, leaning it up against a bear- 
ing-post. He hung the lyre for him on a peg 
over his head, and showed him where he was 
to feel for it with his hands. He also set a fair 
table with a ba.sket of victuals by his side, and 
a cup of wine from which he might drink 
whenever he was so disposed. 

[yi] The company then laid their hands 
upon the good things that were before them, 
but as soon as they had had ei^ough to eat and 
drink, the muse inspired Dcijnodocus to sing 
the feats of heroes, and more c$j)ccially a matter 
that w'as then in the mouths of all men, to wit, 
the quarrel between Ulysses and Achilles, and 
the fierce words that they heaped on one an- 
other as they sat together at a banquet. But 
Agamemnon was glad when he heard iiis chief- 
tains quarrelling with one another, for Apollo 
222 



BOOK 

had foretold him this at Pytho when he crossed 
the stone floor to consult the oracle. Here was 
the beginning of the evil that by the will of 
Jove fell both upon Danaans and Trojans. 

[8^] T hus sang the bard, but Ulysses drew 
his purple mantle over his head and covered his 
face, for he was ashamed to let die Phaeacians 
see that he was weeping. When the bard left 
ofF singing he wiped the tears from his eyes, 
uncovered his face, and, taking his cup, made 
a drink oft’ering to the gods; but when the 
Phaeacians pressed Demodocus to sing further, 
for they delighted in his lays, then Ulysses 
again drew his mantle over his head and wept 
bitterly. No one noticed his distress except Al- 
cinous, who was sitting near him, and heard 
the heavy sighs that he was heaving. So he at 
once said, ‘VXldennen and town councillors of 
the Phaiacians, we have had enough now, both 
of the feast, and of the minstrelsy tliat is its due 
accompaniment; let us proceed therefore to the 
athletic sports, so that our guest on his return 
home may be able to tell his friends how’ much 
we surpass all otL^r ou/njos a > boxers, wrestlers, 
jumpers, and runners.” 

[104] With these words he led the way, and 
the others followed after. A servant hung De- 
modociis’s lyre on its peg for him, led him out 
of the cloister, and set him on the same way as 
that along wliich all the chief men of the Phaea- 
cians were going to see the sports; a crowd of 
several thousands of people followed them, and 
there were many excellent competitors for all 
the prizes. Acroncos, Ocyalus, Elatreus, Nau- 
teus, Prymneus, Ancbialus, Eretmeus, Pontcus, 
Prorcus, Thoon, Anabesineus, and Amphialus 
son of Polyncus son of Tecton. Tlierc was also 
Euryalus son of Naubolus, who was like Mars 
himself, and was the he^st looking man among 
the Plnracians except Laodamas. Three sons of 
Alcinous, Laodamas, Malios, and Clytoneus, 
competed also. 

[120] The foot races came first. The course 
was set out for them from the starting post, 
and they raised a dust upon the plain as they 
all flew forward at the s£ime moment. Clyto- 
neus came in first by a long way; he left every 
one else behind him by the length of the fur- 
row that a couple of mules can plough in a 
fallow field. They then turned to the p.ainful 
art of wrestling, and here Euryalus proved to 
be the best man. Amphialus excelled all the 
others in jumping, while at throwing the disc 
there was no one who could approach Elatreus. 
Alcinous's son Laodamas was the best boxer, 
and he it was who presently said, when they 
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had all been diverted with the games, ‘'Let us 
ask the stranger whether he excels in any of 
these sports; he seems very powerfully built; 
his thighs, calves, hands, and neck are of pro- 
digious strength, nor is he at all old, but he has 
suffered much lately, and there is nothing like 
the sea for making havoc with a man, no matter 
how strong he is.” 

[140] “You are quite right, Laodamas,” re- 
plied Euryalus, “go up to your guest and speak 
to him about it yourself.” 

[ 14^] When Laodamas heard this he made 
his way into the middle of the crowd and said 
to Ulysses, “I hope, Sir, that you will enter 
yourself for some one or other of our competi- 
tions if you are skilled in any of them— and you 
must have gone in for many a one before now. 
T here is nothing that does any one so much 
credit all his life long as the showing himself a 
proj^er man with his hands and feet. Have a 
try therefore at something, and banish all sor- 
row from your mind. Your return home will 
not be long delayed, for the ship is already 
drawn into the water, and the crew is found.” 

[iS^] Lllysses answered, “Laodamas, why 
do you taunt me in this way? my mind is set 
rather on cares than contests; I have been 
through infinite trouble, and am come among 
you now as a suppliant, praying your king and 
people to further me on my return home.” 

[158] Tlien Eury^alus reviled him outright 
and said, “I gather, then, that you are unskilled 
in any of the many sports that men generally 
delight in. I suppose you are one of those grasp- 
ing traders that go about in ships as captains or 
merchants, and who think of nothing but of 
their outward freights and homeward cargoes. 
There docs not seem to he much of the athlete 
about you.” 

[16^] “For shame, Sir,” answered Ulysses, 
fiercely, “you are an insolent fellow— so true is 
it that the gods do not grace all men alike in 
speech, person, and understanding. One man 
may be of weak presence, but heaven has 
adorned this with such a good conversation that 
he charms every one who sees him; his honeyed 
moderation carries his hearers with him so that 
he is leader in all assemblies of his fellows, and 
wherever he goes he is looked up to. Another 
may be as handsome as a god, but his good looks 
are not crowned with discretion. This is your 
case. No god could make a finer looking fellow 
than you are, but you are a fool. Your ilFjudged 
remarks have made me exceedingly angry, and 
you are quite mistaken, for I excel in a great 
many athletic exercises; indeed, so long as I 
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had youth and strength, I was among the first 
athletes of the age. Now, however, I am worn 
out by labour and sorrow, for I have gone 
through much both on the field of battle and by 
the waves of the weary sea; still, in spite of all 
this I will compete, for your taunts have stung 
me to the quick.'^ 

[i86] So he hurried up without even taking 
his cloak off, and seized a disc, larger, more 
massive and much heavier than those used by 
the Phseacians when disc- throwing among them- 
selves. Then, swinging it back, he threw it from 
his brawny hand, and it made a humming 
sound in the air as he did so. The Phaeacians 
quailed beneath the rushing of its flight as it 
sped gracefully from his hand, and flew beyond 
any mark that had been made yet. Minerva, in 
the form of a man, came and marked the place 
where it had fallen. “A blind man. Sir," said 
she, “could easily tell your mark by groping for 
it— it is so far ahead of any other. You may make 
your mind easy about this contest, for no Phaea- 
cian can come near to such a throw as yours."' 

[199] Ulysses was glad w'hen he found he 
had a friend among the lookers on, so he began 
to speak more pleasantly. “Young men,"" said 
he, \ome up to that throw if you can, and I 
will throw another disc as heavy or even heav- 
ier. If anyone wants to have a hout with me 
let him come on, for I am exceedingly angry; 
I will box, wrestle, or run, I do not care what 
it is, with any man of you all except Laodamas, 
but not with him because I am his guest, ^and 
one cannot compete with one’s own personal 
friend. At least I do not think it a prudent or 
a sensible thing for a guest to challenge his 
host's family at any game, especially when he 
is in a foreign country. He will cut the ground 
from under his own feet if he does; but I make 
no exception as regards any one else, for I want 
to have the matter out and know which is the 
best man. I am a good hand at every kind of 
athletic sport known among mankincl. I am an 
excellent archer. In battle 1 am always the first 
to bring a man down with my arrow, no matter 
how many more are taking aim at him along- 
side of me. Philoctetes w^as the only man who 
could shoot better than I could when we Achae- 
ans were before Troy and in practice. I far ex- 
cel every one else in the whole world, of those 
who stiU eat bread upon the face of the earth, 
but I should not like to shoot against the mighty 
dead, such as Hercules, or Eurytus the OEcha- 
lian— men who could shoot against the gods 
themselves. This in fact was how Eurytus came 
prematurely by his end, for Apollo was angry 


with him and killed him because he challenged 
him as an archer. I can throw a dart farmer 
than any one else can shoot an arrow. Running 
is the only point in respect of which I am 
afraid some of the Phseacians might beat me, 
for I have been brought down very low at sea; 
my provisions ran short, and therefore I am 
still weak." 

[2^4] They all held their peace except King 
Alcinous, who began, “Sir, we have had much 
pleasure in hearing all that you have told us, 
from which I understand that you are willing 
to show your prowess, as having been displeased 
with some insolent remarks that have been made 
to you by one of our athletes, and which could 
never have been uttered by any one who knows 
how to talk with propriety. I hope you will ap- 
prehend my meaning, and will explain to any 
one of your chief men who may be dining with 
yourself and your family when you get home, 
that we have an hereditary aptitude for accom- 
plishments of all kinds. Wc are not particularly 
remarkable for our boxing, nor yet as wrestlers, 
but we arc singularly fleet of foot and are ex- 
cellent sailors. Wc are extremely fond of good 
dinners, music, and dancing; we also like fre- 
quent changes of linen, warm baths, and good 
beds, so now, please, some of you who arc the 
best dancers set about dancing, that our guest 
on his return home may he able to tell his 
friends how much we suipasfcall other nations 
as sailors, runners, dancers, and minstrels, De- 
modocus has left his lyre at my house, so run 
some one or other of you and fetch it lor him." 

[256] On this a servant hurried off to bring 
the lyre from the king’s house, and the nine 
men who had been cnt)sen as stewards stood 
forward. It was their business to manage every- 
thing connected with the sports, so they made 
the ground smooth and marked a wide space 
for the dancers. Presently the servant came back 
with Demodocus’s lyre, and he took his place 
in the midst of them, whereon the best young 
dancers in the town began to foot and trip it so 
nimbly that Ulysses was delighted with the 
merry twinkling of their feet, j 

[ 266] Meanwhile the bard b^gan to sing the 
loves of Mars and Venus, anc^ how they first 
began their intrigue in the hquse of Vulcan. 
Mars made Venus many presents, and defiled 
King Vulcan's marriage bed, sto the sun, who 
saw what they were about, told Vulcan. Vulcan 
was very angry when he heard such dreadful 
n«*ws, so he went to his smithy brooding mis- 
chief, got his great anvil into its place, and be- 
gan to forge some chains which none could 
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either unloose or breaks so that they might stay 
there in that place. When he had finirfied his 
snare he went into his bedroom and festooned 
the bed-posts all over with chains like cobwebs; 
he also let many hang down from the great 
beam of the ceiling. Not even a god could see 
them, so fine and subtle were they. As soon as 
he had spread the chains all over the bed, he 
made as though he were setting out for the fair 
state of Lemnos, which of all places in the world 
was the one he was most fond of. But Mars 
kept no blind look out, and as soon as he saw 
him start, hurried off to his house, burning with 
love for Venus. 

[ z8g] Now Venus was just come in from a 
visit to her father Jove, and was about sitting 
down w'hen Mars came inside the house, and 
said as he took her hand in his own, "‘Let us go 
to the couch of Vulcan: he is not at home, but 
is gone off to Lemnos among the Sintians, whose 
speech is barbarous.'" 

[zg^] She was nothing loth, so they w^ent to 
the couch to take their rest, whereon they were 
caught in the toila VNidch cunning Vulcan had 
spread for them, and could neither get up nor 
stir hand or foot, hut found too late that they 
were in a trap. Then Vulcan came up to them, 
for he had turned back before reaching Lem- 
nos, when his scout the sun told him w^hat was 
going on. Me was in a furious passion, and 
stood in the vestibule making a dreadful noise 
as he shouted to all the gods. 

[^o6] ""Father Jove," he cried, "‘and all you 
other blessed gods who live for ever, come here 
and see the ridiculous and disgraceful sight 
that I w'ill show you. Jove’s daughter Venus is 
always dishonouring me because I am lame. 
She is in love with Mars, who is handsome and 
clean built, whereas I am a cripple— hut my 
parents arc to blame for that, not I; they ought 
never to have begotten me. Come and see the 
pair together asleep on my bed. It makes me 
furious to look at them. They arc very fond of 
one another, but I do not think they wall lie 
there longer than they can help, nor do I think 
that they will sleep much; there, however, they 
shall stay till her father has repaid me the sum 
I gave him for his baggage of a daughter, who 
is fair but not honest." 

l^zi] On this the gods gathered to the house 
of Vulcan. Earth-encircling Neptune came, and 
Mercury the bringer of luA, and King Apollo, 
but the goddesses stayed at home all of them for 
shame. Then the givers of all good things stood 
in the doorway, and the blessed gods roared 
with inextinguishable laughter, as they saw how 


cunning Vulcan had been, whereon one would 
turn tow^ards his neighbour saying: 

[3^9] deeds do not prosper, and the weak 

confound the strong. See how limping Vulcan, 
lame as he is, has caught Mars who is the fleet- 
est god in heaven; and now Mars will be cast 
in heavy damages." 

[333] Thus did they converse, hut King 
Apollo said to Mercury, ""Messenger Mercury, 
giver of good things, you would not care how 
strong the chains were, would you, if you could 
sleep with Venus^" 

/338J “King Apollo," answered Mercury, ""I 
only wish I might get the chance, though there 
were three times as many chains— and you 
might look on, all of you, gods and goddesses, 
but I would sleep with her if I could." 

[343] The immortal gods burst out laughing 
as they heard him, but Neptune took it all seri- 
ously, and kept on imploring Vulcan to set 
Mars free again^ “Let him go," he cried, "and I 
will undertake, as you require, that he shall 
pay you all the damages that are held reason- 
able among the immortal gods." 

[349] ^ not," replica Vulcan, ""a.sk me to 
do this; a bad man’s bond is bad security; what 
remedy could I enforce against you if Mars 
should go aw^ay and leave his debts behind him 
along with his chains?" 

[^^4] “Vulcan," said Neptune, "'if Mars goes 
away without paying his damages, I will pay 
you myself." So Vulcan answered, "In this case 
I cannot and must not refuse you." 

[359] Thereon he loosed the Ix^nds that 
hound them, and as soon as they w'cre free they 
scampered off, Mars to Thrace and laughter- 
loving Venus to Cyprus and to Paphos, where 
is her grove and her altar fragrant with burnt 
offerings. Merc the Graces bathed her, and 
anointed her with oil of ambrosia such as the 
immortal gods make use of, and they clothed 
her in raiment of the most enchanting beauty. 

[3^7] Thus sang the bard, and both Ulysses 
and the seafaring Phceacians were charmed as 
they heard him. 

1 370] Then Alcinous told Laodamas and 
Halius to dance alone, for there w'^as no one to 
compete with them. So they took a red ball 
which Polybus had made for them, and one of 
them bent himself back\vards and threw it up 
towards the clouds, while the other jumped 
from off the ground and caught it with ease be- 
fore it came down again. When they had done 
throwing the ball straight up into the air they 
began to dance, and at the same time kept on 
throwing it backwards and forw^ards to one an- 
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Other, while all the young men in the ring ap- 

f )laudcd and made a great stamping with their 
eet. Then Ulysses said: 

[^8i] “King Alcinous, you said your people 
were the nimblest dancers in the world, and in- 
deed they have proved themselves to be so. I 
was astonished as I siiw them/' 

^3857 The king was delighted at this, and 
exclaimed to the Phaeacians, “Aldermen and 
town councillors, our guest seems to be a per- 
son of singular judgement; let us give him such 
proof of our hospitality as he may reasonably 
expect. There are twelve chief men among you, 
and counting myself there are thirteen; con- 
tribute, each of you, a clean cloak, a shirt, and 
a talent of fine gold; let us give him all this in 
a lump down at once, so that when he gets his 
supper he may do so with a light heart. As for 
Euryalus he will have to make a fonnal apology 
and d present too, for he has been rude." 

[39^] "ITus did he speak. The others all of 
them applauded his saying, and sent their serv- 
ants to fetch the presents. Then Euryalus said, 
“King Alcinous, I will give the stranger all the 
satisfaction you require. He shall have my 
sword, which is of bronze, all but the hilt, 
which is of silver. I will also give him the scab- 
bard of newly sawn ivory into which it fits. It 
will be worth a great deal to him.” 

[406] As he spoke he placed the sword in 
the hands of Ulysses and said, “Good luck to 
you, father stranger; if anything has been said 
amiss may the winds blow it away with them, 
and may heaven grant you a safe retuni, for I 
understand you have been long away from 
home, and have gone through much hardship.” 

[412] To which Ulysses answered, “Good 
luck to you too my friend, and may the gods 
grant you every happiness. 1 hope you will not 
miss the sw^ord you have given me along with 
your apology.” 

[416] With these words he girded the sword 
about his shoulders and towards sundown the 
presents began to make their appearance, as the 
servants of the donors kept bringing them to 
the house of King Alcinous; here his sons re- 
ceived them, and placed them under their 
mother s charge. Then Alcinous led the way to 
the house and bade his guests take their scats. 

[424] “Wife,” said he, turning to Queen 
Arete, “Go, fetch the best chest w^e have, and 
put a clean cloak and shirt in it. Also, .set a cop- 
per on the fire and heat some water; our guest 
will take a warm bath; see also to the careful 
packing of the presents that the noble Phaea- 
dans have made him; he will thus better enjoy 


both his supper and the singing that will fol- 
low. I shall myself give him this golden goblet 
—which is of exquisite workmanship— that he 
may be reminded of me for the rest of his life 
whenever he makes a drink-offering to Jove, or 
to any of the gods.” 

[433] Then Arete told her maids to set a 
large tripod upon the fire as fast as they could, 
whereon they set a tripod full of bath w'ater on 
to a clear fire; they threw^ on sticks to make it 
blaze, and the water became hot as the flame 
played about the belly of the tripod. Mean- 
while Arete brought a magnificent chest from 
her own room, and inside it she packed all the 
beautiful presents of gold and raiment which 
the Phaeacians had brought. Lastly she added 
a cloak and a g(X)d shirt from Alcinous, and 
said to Ulysses: 

[443] “See to the lid yourself, and have the 
whole bound round at once, for fear any one 
should rob you by the way when you are asleep 
in your ship.” 

[446] When Ulysses heard this he put the 
lid on the chest and made it fast with a bond 
that Circe had taught him. I Ic had hardly done 
so before an upper servant told him to come to 
the bath and wash himself. He was very glad 
of a warm bath, for he had had no one to wait 
upon him ever since he left the house of Ca- 
lypso, who as long as he remained with her had 
taken as good care of him '4^ though he had 
been a god. When the servants had done wash- 
ing and anointing him w'ith oil, and had given 
him a clean cloak and shirt, he left the bath 
room and joined the guests who were sitting 
over their wine. Lovely Nausicaa stood by one 
of the bearing-posts supporting the roof of the 
cloister, and admired him as she saw him pass. 
“Farewell stranger,” said she, “do not forget me 
when you are safe at home again, for it is to me 
first that you owe a ransom for having saved 
your life.” 

[46^] And Ulysses said, “Nausicaa, daugh- 
ter of great Alcinous, may Jove the mighty hus- 
band of Juno, grant that I may yeach my home; 
so shall I bless you as my guardfen angel all my 
days, for it was you who saved ,tne.” 

[ 469 ] When he had said thi^ he seated him- 
self l>eside Alcinous. Supper vtfas then served, 
and the wine was mixed for dfinking. A serv- 
ant led in the favourite bard Demodocus, and 
set him in the midst of the company, near one 
of the bearing-posts supporting the cloister, 
that he might lean against it. Then Ulysses cut 
off a piece of roast pork with plenty of fat (for 
the'c was abundance left on the joint) and said 
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to a servant, ''Take this piece of pork over to 
Dcmodocus and tell him to eat it; for all the 
pain his lays may cause rnc I will salute him 
none the less; hauls are honoured and respected 
thnmghout the world, for the muse teaches 
them their songs and loves tliem.” 

[4S2] The sei-vant carried the pork in his 
fingers over to Dcmodocus, who took it and 
was very much pleased. 1 hey then laid llieir 
hands on the good things that were before 
them, and as soon as they had had enough to 
cat and drink, Ulysses said to Dcmodocus, “Dc- 
modocus, there is no one in the world whom I 
admire more than I do you. You must have 
studied under the Muse, Jove/s daughter, and 
under Apollo, so accurately do you sing the re- 
turn of the Aclueans with all their sufferings 
and adventures. If you were not there yourself, 
you must ha\'e heard it all from some one w'ho 
W'as, Now', how'cver, change your song and tell 
us of the w’oodcn horse which li [jciis made with 
the assistance of Minerva, and which Ulysses 
got by stratagem into the foit of Troy after 
freighting it wi*^h be men who afterwards 
sacked the citv. If you will sing this tale aright 
I will tell all the world how magnificently 
heaven has endowed you." 

[499] The bard inspired of heaven took up 
the story at the point W'here some of the Argives 
set fire to their tents and sailed away W'hile 
others, hidden ^vithin the horse, w'erc waiting 
with Ulysses in tlie Trojan place of assembly. 
F()r the Trojans themselves had draw'n the horse 
into their fortress, and it stood tlieie w'hile they 
sat in council round it, and were in three minds 
as to what they should do. Some w'cre for break- 
ing it up then and there; others w'ould have it 
dragged to the top of the rock on w'hich the 
f ortress stood, and then thrown down the preci- 
pice; W’hile yet othcis were for letting it remain 
as an offering and propitiation for the gods. 
And this was how they settled it in the end, for 
the city was doomed when it took in that horse, 
within W'hich were all the bravest of the ^Vr- 
givcs w'aiting to bring death and destruction on 
the Trojans. Anon he siing how the sons of the 
Achicans issued from the horse, and sacked the 
town, breaking out from their ambuscade. I fe 
sang how they overran the city hither and 
thither and ravaged it, and how Ulysses w'cnt 
raging like Mars along with Menelaus to the 
house of Deiphobus. It w'as there that the fight 
raged most furiously, nevertheless by Minerva's 
help he was victorious. 

/5217 All this he told, hut Ulysses was over- 
come as he heard him, and his cheeks were wet 
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with tears. He wept as a woman weeps when 
she throws herself on the body of her husband 
who has fallen before his own city and people, 
fighting bravely in defence of his home and 
children. She screams aloud and flings her arms 
about him as he lies gasping for breath and 
dying, but her enemies beat her from behind 
about the back and shoulders, and carry her 
off into slavery, to a life of labour and sorrow, 
and the beauty fades from her checks— even so 
piteously did Ulysses weep, but none of those 
present perceived his tears except Alcinous, 
who was sitting near him, and could hear the 
sobs and sighs that he was heaving. 1 he king, 
therefore, at once rose and said: 

“Aldermen and town councillors of 
the Phicacians, let Dcmodocus cca.se his song, 
for there are those present who do not seem to 
like it. From the moment that we had done sup- 
per and Dcmodocus began to sing, our guest 
lias been all thettime groaning and lamenting. 
He is evidently in great trouble, so let the hard 
leave off, that we may all enjoy ourselves, hosts 
and guest alike. This will be much more as it 
should be, for all these festivities, with the es- 
cort and the presents that w'C arc making with 
so much good will, are wholly in his honour, 
and any one with even a moderate amount of 
right feeling knows that he ought to treat a 
guest and a suppliant as though he vvcie his 
own brother. 

[^48] “Therefore, Sir, do you on your part 
affect no more concealment nor rest‘r\e in the 
matter about which I shall ask you; it will be 
more polite in you to give me a plain answer; 
tell me the name by which your father and 
mother over yonder used to call you, and by 
which you vwre known among your neigh- 
bours and fellovv-citizcns. There is no one, 
neither rich nor poor, who is absolutely with- 
out any name whatever, for people’s fathers 
and mothers give them names as soon as they 
are born. Tell me also your country, nation, 
and city, that our ships may shape their purpose 
accordingly and take you there. For the Pha*a- 
cians have no pilots; their vessels have no rud- 
ders as those of other nations have, but the ships 
themselves understand what it is that we are 
thinking about and W’ant; they know all the 
cities and countries in the whole world, and 
can traverse the sea just as well even when it is 
covered with mist and cloud, so that there is no 
clanger of being wrecked or coming to any 
harm. Still I do remember hearing my father 
say that Neptune was angry with us for being 
too easy-going in the matter of giving people 
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escorts. He said that one of these days he should 
wreck a ship of ours as it was returning from 
having escorted some one, and bury our city 
under a high mountain. This is what my fa- 
ther used to say, but whether the god will carry 
out his threat or no is a matter which he will 
decide for himself. 

[572] **And now, tell me and tell me true. 
Where have you been wandering, and in what 
countries have you travelled^ Tell us of the 
peoples themselves, and of their cities— who 
were hostile, savage and uncivilized, and who, 
on the other hand, hospitable and humane. 


Tell us also why you are made so unhappy on 
hearing about the return of the Argive Danaans 
from Tioy. Tire gods arranged all this, and 
sent them their misfortunes in order that fu- 
ture generations might have something to sing 
about. Did you lose some brave kinsman of 
your wife's when you were before Troy? a son- 
in-law or father-in-law— which are the nearest 
relations a man has outside his own flesh and 
blood? or was it some brave and kindly-natured 
comrade— for a good friend is as dear to a man 
as his own brother?'* 
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A ND ULYSSES answered^ “King Akin- and also much booty, which we divided equita- 
A\ ous, it is a good thing to hear a bard bly amongst us, so that none might have reason 

JL jL with such a divine voice as this man to complain. I then said that we had better 

has. There is nothing better or more delightful make off at once, but my men very foolishly 

than when a whole people make merry together, would not obey me, so they stayed there drink- 

with the guests sitting orderly to listen, while ing much wine and killing great numbers of 

the table is loaded with bread and meats, and sheep and oxen on the sea shore. Meanwhile 

the cup bearer draws wine and fills his cup for the Cicons cried out for help to other Cicons 

every man. This is indeed as fair a sight as a who lived inland. 1 hese were more in number, 

man can see. Now, however, since you are in- and stronger, and they were more skilled in the 

dined to ask the story of my sorrows, and re- art of war, for tliey could fight, either from 

kindle my own sad memories in respect of them, chariots or on foot as the occasion served; in the 

I do not know how to begin, nor yet how to morning, therefore, they came as thick as leaves 

continue and conclutL uiy tale, for the hand of and bloom in summer, and the hand of heaven 

heaven has been laid heavily upon me. was against us, so that wc were hard pressed. 

[i6] “Firstly, then, I wnll tell you my name They set the battle in array near the ships, and 

that you too may know it, and one day, if I the hosts aimed their bronze-shod spears at one 

outlive this time of sorrow, may become my another. So long as the day waxed and it was 

guests though I live so far away from all of you. still morning, we held our own against them, 

1 am Ulysses son of LaTtes, renowned among though tliey were more in number than we; 

mankind for all manner of subtlety, so that my but as the sun went down, towards the time 

fame ascends to heaven. I live in Ithaca, where when men loose their oxen, the Cicons got the 

there is a high mountain called Neritum, cov- better of us, and we lost half a dozen men from 

ered with forests; and not far from it there is a every ship we had; so we got away with those 

E of islands very near to one another— Du- that were left. 

m, Same, and the wooded island of Za- [6i] “Thence we sailed onward with sorrow 
cynthus. It lies squat on the horizon, all highest in our hearts, but glad to have escaped death 

up in the sea towards the sunset, while the though we had lost our comrades, nor did we 

others lie away from it towards dawn. It is a leave till we had thrice invoked each one of the 

rugged island, but it breeds brave men, and my poor fellows who had perished by the hands of 

eyes know none that they better love to look the Cicons. Then Jove raised the North wind 

upon. The goddess Calypso kept me with her against us till it blew a hurricane, so that land 

in her cave, and wanted me to marry her, as and sky were hidden in thick clouds, and night 

did also the cunning /Ea?an goddess Circe; but spro^jg forth out of the heavens. Wc let the 

they could neither of them persuade me, for ships run before the gale, but the force of the 

there is nothing dearer to a man than his own wind tore our sails to tatters, so we took them 

country and his parents, and however splendid down for fear of shipwreck, and rowed our 

a home he may have in a foreign country, if it hafdcst towards the land. There we lay two 

be far from father or mother, he docs not care days and rwo nights .suffering much alike from 

about it. Now, however, I will tell you of the toil and distress of mind, but on the morning 

many hazardous adventures which by Jove s of the third day wc again raised our masts, set 

will I met with on my return from Trov. sail, and took our places, letting the wind and 

[39] “When I had set sail thence the wind steersmen direct our ship. I should have got 

took me first to Ismarus, which is the city of home at that time unharmed had not the North 

the Cicons. There I sacked the town and put wind and the aarrents been against me as I was 

the people to the sword. Wc took their wives doubling Cape Malea, and set me off my course 

229 
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hard by the island of Cythera. 

[Sz] *‘I was driven thence by foul winds for 
a space of nine days up)n the sea, but on the 
tenth day we reached the land of the Lotus- 
eaters, who live on a food that comes from a 
kind of flower. I lore we landed to take in fresh 
water, and our crews got their mid-day meal on 
the shore near the ships. When they had eaten 
and dmnk 1 sent two (^f my company to see 
what manner of men the people of the place 
might be, and they had a third man under them. 
They started at once, and went about among 
the Lotus-eaters, who did them no hurt, but 
gave them to eat of the lotus, which was so de- 
licious that those who ate of it left off caring 
about home, and did not even want to go back 
and say what had happened to them, hut were 
for staying and munching lotus w ith the Lotus- 
eaters without thinking further of their return; 
nevertheless, though tliey wept bitterly I forced 
them back to the ships and made them fast 
under the benches. Then I told the rest to go 
on l>oard at once, lest any of them .should taste 
of the lotus and leave off wanting to get home, 
so they took their places and smote the grey sea 
with their oars, 

[ 1 os] ‘TVe sailed hence, alw'ays in much dis- 
tress, till we came to the land of the lawless 
and inhuman Cyclopes, Now the Cyclopes nei- 
ther plant nor plough, but trust in piovidence, 
and live on such wheat, barley, and grapes as 
grow wild without any kind of tillage, and their 
wild grapes yield them wine as the sun and the 
rain may grow them. They have no law'sTior 
assemblies of the people, but live in caves on 
the tops of high mountains; each is lord and 
master in his family, and they take no account 
of their neighbours, 

[ii6] "'Now off their harbour there lies a 
wooded and fertile island not quite close to the 
land of the Cyclopes, but still not far. It is over- 
run with wild goats, that breed there in great 
numbers and arc never disturbed by foot of 
man; for sportsmen— who as a njlc wo'll spffer 
so much hard.ship in forest or among mountain 
precipices— do not go there, nor yet again is it 
ever ploughed or fed down, but it lies a wilder- 
ness untiTlcd and unsown from year to year, 
and has no living thing upon it but only goats. 
For the Cyclopes have no ships, nor yet ship 
Wrights who could make ships for them; they 
cannot therefore go from city to city, or sail 
over the sea to one another's country as people 
who have ships can do; if they had had these 
they would have colonized the island, for it is 
a very good one, and would yield everything 


in due season. There are meadows that in some 
places come right down to the sea shore, well 
watered and full of luscious grass; grapes would 
do there excellently; there is level land for 
ploughing, and it w'ould always yield heavily at 
han^est time, for the soil is deep. There is a 
good harbour where no cables are wanted, nor 
yet anchors, nor need a ship be moored, hut all 
one has to do is to beach one’s vessel and stay 
there till the wind becomes fair for putting out 
to sea again. y\t the head of the harbour there 
is a spring of clear water coming out of a cave, 
and there are poplars growing all round it. 

[142] "I lere we entered, but so dark was the 
night that some god must have brought us in, 
for there was nothing whatever to he seen. A 
thick mist hung all round our ships; the moon 
was hidden behind a mass of clouds so that no 
one could have seen the island it ho had looked 
for it, nor were there any breakers to tell us vve 
were close in sliore before we found ourselves 
upon the land itself; when, however, we had 
beached the ships, we tof)k dow^n the sails, went 
ashore and camped upon the beach till daybreak. 

/’152] ‘‘When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeaietl, we ailmirecl the is- 
land and wandered all over it, while the nymphs 
Jove’s daughters roused the w ild goals that we 
might get some meat for our dinner. On this 
wo fetched our spears and bows and airows 
from the ships, and dividingc^yrselves into three 
bands began to shoot the goals. 1 leaven sent us 
excellent sport; I had twelve ships witli me, 
and each ship got nine goats, while my own 
ship had ten; thus through the livelong day to 
the going clowai of the sun we ate and drank 
our fill, and we had plenty of wane left, for 
each one of us had taken many jars full when 
we sacked the city of llie Cicons, and this had 
not yet run out. While we were feasting we 
kept turning our eyes towards the land of the 
Cyclopes, which was hard by, and saw the 
smoke of their stubble fires. We could almost 
fancy we heard their voices and the bleating of 
their sheep and goats, but when the sun went 
down and it came on dark, w^ camped down 
upon the beach, and next mofning 1 called a 
council. 

[172] “'Stay here, my braye fellow.s,' said 
I, 'all the rest of you, while I go with my ship 
and exploit these people mysefi: I want to see 
if they are uncivilized savages, or a hospitable 
and humane race.* 

[177] went on board, bidding my men 
to do so also and loose the haw-sers; so they took 
their places and smote the grey sea with their 
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oars. When we got to the land, which was not 
far, there, on the face of a cliff near the sea, 
we saw a great cave overhung with laurels. 
It was a station for a great many sheep and 
goats, and outside there was a large yard, with 
a high wall round it made of stones built into 
the ground and of trees both pine and oak. 
This was the abode of a huge monster who was 
then away from home shepherding his flocks. 
He would have nothing to do with other peo- 
le, but led the life of an outlaw. He was a 
orrid creature, not like a human being at all, 
but resembling rather some crag that stands out 
boldly against the sky on the top of a high 
mountain. 

[ ^ 93 ] *1 ^^^cn to draw the ship 

ashore, and stay where they were, all but the 
twelve best among them, who were to go along 
with myself. I also took a goatskin of sweet 
black wine which had been given me by Maron, 
son of Euanthes, who w^as priest of Apollo the 
patron god of Ismanis, and lived within the 
wooded precincts of the temple. When we 
were sacking th'^ «. " y we respected him, and 
spared his life, as also his wife and child; so he 
made me sume presents of great value— seven 
talents of fine gold, and a howl of silver, with 
twelve jars of swc'ct wine, unblended, and of 
the most exquisite flavoui. Not a man nor maid 
in the liouse knew about it, but only himself, 
his wife, and one housekeeper: when he drank 
it he mixed twenty parts of water to one of 
wine, and yet the fragrance from the mixing- 
bowl was so exquisite that it was impossible to 
refrain from drinking. 1 filled a large skin with 
this wine, and took a wallet full of provisions 
with me, for mv mind misgave me that 1 might 
have to deal with some savage who would he 
of gieat strength, and would respect neither 
right nor law. 

[ 216 ] “We soon reached his cave, but he 
was out shepherding, so we went inside and 
took stock of all that we could see. I lis cheese- 
racks w’ere loaded with cheeses, and he had 
more lambs and kids than his pens could hold. 
They were kept in separate flocks; first there 
were the hoggets, then the oldest of the younger 
lambs and lastly the very young ones all kept 
apart from one another; as for his dairy, all the 
vessels, bowls, and milk pails into which he 
milked, were swimming with whey. When 
they saw all this, my men begged me to let 
them first steal some cheeses, and make off 
with them to the ship; they would then return, 
drive down the lambs and kids, put them on 
board and sail away with them. It would have 


been indeed better if we had done so but I 
would not listen to them, for I wanted to see 
the owner himself, in the hope that he might 
give me a present. When, however, we saw 
him my poor men found him ill to deal with. 

[ 2 ^ 1 ] “We lit a fire, offered some of the 
cheeses in sacrifice, ate others of them, and 
then sat waiting till the Cyclops should come 
in wdth his sheep. When he came, he brought 
in with him a huge load of dry firewood to 
light the fire for his supper, and this he flung 
with such a noise on to the flcxir of his cave 
that we hid ourselves for fear at the far end of 
die cavern. Meanwhile he drove all the ewes 
inside, as well as the she-goats that he was 
going to milk, leaving the males, both rams 
and he-goats, outside in the yards. Then he 
rolled a huge stone to the mouth of the cave— so 
huge that two and twenty strong four-wheeled 
waggons would not be enough to draw it from 
its place against^thc doorw^ay. When he had so 
done he sat down and milked his ewes and 
goats, all in due course, and then let each of 
them have her own young. He curdled half the 
milk and set it aside in wicker strainers, but 
the other half he poured into bowls that he 
might drink it for his supper. When he had got 
through with all his work, he lit the fire, and 
then caught sight of us, whereon he said: 

[ 2 ^ 2 ] “ ‘Strangers, who arc you? Where do 
you sail from? Arc you traders, or do you sail 
the sea as rovers, with your hands against every 
man, and every man's hand against you?’ 

1 2 $ 6 ] “We were frightened out of our senses 
by his loud \oice and monstrous form, but 1 
managed to say, ‘We are Achaeans on our way 
home from Troy, but by the will of Jove, and 
stress of weather, we ha^ e been driven far out 
of our course. Wc are the people of Agamem- 
non, son of Atreus, who has won infinite re- 
nown throughout the whole world, by sacking 
so great a city and killing so many people. We 
therefore humbly pray }’ou to show us sonic 
hospitality, and otherwise' make us such pres- 
ents as visitors may reasonably expect. May 
your excellency fear the wrath of heaven, for 
wc are your suppliants, and Jove takes all re- 
spectable travellers under his protection, for he 
is the avenger of all suppliants and foreigners 
in distress.’ 

[ 272 ] “To this he gave me but a pitiless an- 
swer, ‘Stranger,’ said he, ‘you are a fool, or else 
you know nothing of this country. 1 alk to me, 
indeed, about fearing the gods or shunning 
their anger? We Cyclopes do not care about Jove 
or any of your blessed gods, for we are ever so 
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much stronger than diey. I shall not spare cither 
yourself or your companions out of any regard 
for Jove, unless I am in the humour for doing 
so. And now tell me where you made your ship 
fast when you came on shore. Was it round the 
point, or is she lying straight off the land?* 
[zSi] “He said this to draw me out, but 1 
was too cunning to be caught in that way, so I 
answered with a lie; *Neptune/ said I, *sent my 
ship on to the rocks at the far end of your 
country, and wrecked it. We were driven on 
to them from the open sea, but I and those who 
are with me escaped the jaws of death.* 

IzSy] “The cruel wretch vouchsafed me not 
one word of answer, but w^ith a sudden clutch 
he gripped up two of my men at once and 
dashed them down u{>on the ground as though 
they had been puppies. Their brains were shed 
upon the ground, and the earth w'as wet with 
their blood. Then he tore them limb from limb 
and supped upon them. He gobbled them up 
like a lion in the wilderness, flesh, bones, mar- 
row, and entrails, without leaving anything 
uneaten- As for us, we wept and lifted up our 
hands to heaven on seeing such a horrid sight, 
for we did not know what else to do; but when 
the Cyclops had filled his huge paunch, and 
had washed down his meal of human flesh 
with a drink of neat milk, he stretched himself 
full length upon the ground among his sheep, 
and went to sleep. 1 was at first inclined to 
seize my sword, draw it, and drive it into his 
vitals, but I reflected that if I did we should all 
certainly be lost, for we should never be able to 
shift the stone which the monster had put in 
front of the door. So we stayed sobbing and 
sighing \^^here we were till morning came. 

[3^7] “When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, he again lit his fire, 
milked his goats and ewes, all quite rightly, 
and then let each have her own young one; as 
soon as he had got through with all his work, 
he clutched up two more of my men, and be- 
gan eating them for his morning*s meal. Pres- 
ently, with the utmost ease, he rolled the stone 
away from the door and drove out his sheep, 
but he at once put it back again— -as easily as 
though he were merely clapping the lid on to 
a quiver full of arrows. As soon as he had done 
so he shouted, and cried 'Shoo, shoo,* after his 
sheep to drive them on to the mountain; so I 
was left to scheme some way of taking my 
revenge and covering myself with glory. 

18] “In the end I deemed it would be the 
best plan to do as follows. The Cyclops had a 
great club which was lying near one of the 


sheep pens; it was of green olive wood, and he 
had cut it intending to use it for a staff as soon 
as it should be dry. It was so huge that we 
could only compare it to the mast of a twenty- 
oared merchant vessel of large burden, and 
able to venture out into open sea. I went up to 
this club and cut off about six feet of it; I men 
gave this piece to the men and told them to 
fane it evenly off at one end, which they pro- 
ceeded to do, and lastly I brought it to a point 
myself, charring the end in the fire to make it 
harder. When 1 had done this I hid it under 
the dung, which was lying about all over the 
cave, and told the men to cast lots which of 
them should venture along with myself to lift 
it and bore it into the monster*s eye while he 
was asleep. The lot fell upon the very four 
whom I should have chosen, and I my. self made 
five. In the evening the wretch came back from 
shepherding, and drove his flocks into the cave 
—this time driving them all inside, and not 
leaving any in the yards; 1 suppose some fancy 
must have taken him, or a god must have 
prompted him to do so. As soon as he had put 
the stone back to its place against the door, he 
sat down, milked his ewes and his goats all 
quite rightly, and then let each have her own 
young one; when he had got through with all 
this work, he gripped up two more of my men, 
and made his supper off them. So I went up to 
him with an ivy-wood bowl of black wine in 
my hands: 

[^4y] “ ‘Look here, Cyclops,* said I, ‘you have 
been eating a great deal of man’s flesh, so take 
this and drink some wine, that you may see 
what kind of liquor we had on board my ship. 
I was bringing it to you as a drink-offering, in 
the hope that you would take compassion upon 
me and further me on my way home, whereas 
all you do is to go on ramping and raving most 
intolerably. You ought to be ashamed of your- 
self; how can you expect people to come and 
see you any more if you treat them in this way?* 

[353] * He then took the cup and drank. He 
was so delighted with the taslie of the wine 
that he begged me for anotherj bowl full. ‘Be 
so kind,* he said, ‘as to give me »mc more, and 
tell me your name at once. I wafat to make you 
a present that you will be glai to have. We 
have wine even in this countiSy, for our soil 
grows grapes and the sun ripen$ them, but this 
drinks like nectar and ambrosia all in one.* 

[^60] “I then gave him some more; three 
tinges did I fill the bowl for him, and three 
times did he drain it without thought or heed; 
then, when I saw that the wine had got into 
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his head, I said to him as plausibly as I could: 
^Cyclops, you ash my name and I will tell it 
you; give me, therefore, the present you prom- 
ised me; my name is Noman; this is what my 
father and mother and my friends have always 
called me/ 

[ 368 ] “But the cruel wretch said. Then I 
will eat all Notnan's comrades before Noman 
himself, and will keep Noman for the last. 
This is the present that I will make him/ 

[371] **As he spoke he reeled, and fell sprawl- 
ing face upwards on the ground, flis great 
neck hung heavily backwards and a deep sleep 
took hold upon him. Presently he turned sick, 
and threw up both wine and the gobbets of 
human flesh on which he had been gorging, 
for he was very drunk. Then I thrust the beam 
of wood far into the embers to heat it, and en- 
couraged my men lest any of them should turn 
faint-hearted. When the wood, green though 
it was, was about to blaze, I drew it out of the 
fire glowing with heat, and my men gathered 
round me, for heaven had filled their hearts 
with courage. We dove the sharp end of the 
beam into the monster s eye, and bearing upon 
it with all my weight I kept turning it round 
and round as though I were boring a hole in a 
ship’s plank with an auger, which two men 
with a wheel and strap can keep on turning as 
long as they choose. Even thus did we bore the 
red hot beam into his eye, till the boiling blood 
bubbled all over it as we worked it round and 
round, so that the steam from the burning eye- 
ball scalded his eyelids and eyebrows, and the 
roots of the eye sputtered in the fire. As a 
blacksmith plunges an ajee or hatchet into cold 
water to temper it— for it is this that gives 
strength to the iron— and it makes a great hiss 
as he docs so, even thus did the Cyclops’ eye 
hiss round the beam of olive wood, and his 
hideous yells made the cave ring again. We 
ran away in a fright, but he plucked the beam 
all besmirched with gore from his eye, and 
hurled it from him in a frenzy of rage and pain, 
shouting as he did so to the other Cyclopes 
who lived on the bleak headlands near him; so 
they gathered from all quarters round his cave 
when they heard him crying, and asked what 
was the matter with him. 

[ 403 ] “‘What ails you, Polyphemus,' said 
they, ‘that you make such a noise, breaking the 
stillness of the night, and preventing us from 
being able to sleep? Surely no man is carrying 
off your sheep? Surely no man is trying to kill 
you either by fraud or by force?’ 

[407] “But Polyphemus shouted to them 


from inside the cave, *Noman is killing me by 
fraud! Noman is killing me by force!’ 

[ 409 ] “‘Then,’ said they, ‘if no man is at- 
tacking you, you must be ill; when Jove makes 

C eople ill, there is no help for it, and you had 
etter pray to your father Neptune.’ 

[413} “Then they went away, and I laughed 
inwardly at the success of my clever stratagem, 
but the Cyclops, groaning and in an agony of 
pain, felt about with his hands till he found 
the stone and took it from the door; then he 
sat in the doorway and stretched his hands in 
front of it to catch anyone going out with the 
sheep, for he thought I might be foolish enough 
to attempt this. 

[ 420 ] “As for myself I kept on puzzling to 
think how I could best save my own life 
and those of my companions; I schemed and 
schemed, as one who knows that his life de- 
pends upon it, for the danger was very great. 
In the end I deemed that this plan would be 
the best. The male sheep were well grown, 
and carried a heavy black fleece, so I bound 
them noiselessly in threes together, with some 
of the withies on which the wicked monster 
used to sleep. There was to be a man under 
the middle sheep, and the two on either side 
were to cover him, so that there were three 
sheep to each man. As for myself there was a 
ram finer than any of the others, so I caught 
hold of him by the back, esconced myself in 
the thick wool under his belly, and hung on 
patiently to his fleece, face upwards, keeping a 
finn hold on it all the time. 

[ 436 ] “Thus, then, did we wait in great fear 
of mind till morning came, but when the child 
of morning, rosy-fingered Dawn, appeared, the 
male sheep hurried out to feed, wiiile the ew’cs 
remained bleating about the pens waiting to be 
milked, for their udders were full to bursting; 
hut their master in spite of all his pain felt the 
hacks of all the sheep as they stood upright, 
without being sharp enough to find out that 
the men were underneath their bellies. As the 
ram was going out, last of all, heavy with its 
fleece and with the weight of my crafty self, 
Polyphemus laid hold of it and Siiid: 

[447] “ ‘My good ram, what is it that makes 
you the last to leave iny cave this morning? 
You are not wont to let the ewes go before you, 
but lead the mob with a run whether to flowery 
mead or bubbling fountain, and are the first to 
come home again at night; but now you lag 
last of all. Is it because you know^ your master 
has lost his eye, and are sorry because that 
wicked Noman and his horrid crew have got 
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him down in his drink and blinded him? But I 
will have his life yet. If you could understand 
and talk, you would tell me where the wretch 
is hiding, and 1 would dash his brains upon 
the ground till they flew all over the cave. I 
should thus have some siitisfaction for the 
harm this no-good Noman has done me.^ 

[461] “As he spoke he drove the ram out- 
side, but when we were a little way out from 
the cave and yards, I first got from under the 
ram’s belly, and then freed my comrades, as 
for the sheep, wdiich were very fat, by con- 
stantly heading them in the right direction we 
managed to drive them down to the ship. The 
crew rejoiced greatly at seeing those of us who 
had escaped death, but wept for the others 
whom the Cyclops had killed, fiowever, I 
made signs to them by nodding and frowning 
that they were to hush their crying, and told 
them to get all the sheep on board at once and 
put out to sea; so they went aboard, took their 
places, and smote the grey sea with their oars. 
Then, when I had got as far out as iny voice 
would reach, 1 began to jeer at the Cyclops. 

[ 475 ] ** ‘Cyclops,’ said I, *you should have 
taken better measure of your man before eating 
up his comrades in your cave. You wretch, eat 
up your visitors in your own house? You might 
have known that your sin W'ould find you out, 
and now Jove and the other gods have pun- 
ished you.’ 

[4S0] “He got more and more furious as he 
heard me, so he tore the top from oil a high 
mountain, and flung it just in front of my ship 
so that it was within a little of hitting the end 
of the rudder. The sea quaked as the rock fell 
into it, and the wash of the wave it raised car- 
ried us back towards the mainland, and forced 
us towards the shore. But I snatched up a long 
pole and kept the ship off, making signs to my 
men by nodding my head, that they must row 
for their lives, whereon they laid out with a 
will. When we had got twace as far as we were 
before, I was for jeering at the Cyclops again, 
but the men begged and prayed of me to hold 
my tongue. 

[494J ‘Do not,’ they exclaimed, ‘be mad 
enough to provoke this savage creature further; 
he has thrown one rock at us already w^hich 
drove us back again to the mainland, and we 
made sure it had been the death of us; if he 
had then heard anv further sound of voices he 
would have pounded our heads and our ship’s 
timbers into a jelly with the rugged rocks he 
would have heaved at us, for he can throw 
them a long way/ 


[500] *‘But I would not listen to them, and 
shouted out to him in my rage, ‘Cyclops, if any 
one asks you who it was that put your eye out 
and spoiled your beauty, say it was the valiant 
warrior Ulysses, son of Lxrtes, who lives in 
Ithaca.’ 

[so6] “On this he groaned, and cried out, 
‘Alas, alas, then the old prophecy about me is 
coming true. There was a prophet here, at one 
time, a man both brave and of great stature, 
I’elemus son of Eurymus, who was an excel- 
lent seer, and did all tlie pmphesying for the 
Cyclopes till he grew old; he told me that all 
this would happen to me .some day, and said I 
should lose iny sight by the hand of Ulvsses. 
I have been all along expecting some one of 
imposing presence and superhuman strength, 
whereas he turns out to l)e a little insignificant 
weakling, who has managed to blind my eye 
by taking advantage of me in my drink; come 
here, then, Ulysses, that 1 may make you pres- 
ents to show my hospitality, and urge Neptune 
to help you forw'ard on your journey— for Nep- 
tune and I are father and son. He, if he so will, 
shall heal me, which no one else neither god 
nor man can do.’ 

/^22y ‘Then I said, ‘I wash I could be as 
sure of killing you outright and sending you 
down to the house of Hades, as 1 am that it 
will take more than Neptune to cuic that eye 
of yours.’ 

[^2.6] “On this he lifted up his hands to the 
firmament of heaven and prayed, saying, ‘I Icar 
me, great Neptune; if I am indeed your own 
truc-begolten son, grant that Ulysses may never 
reach his home alive; or if he must get hack to 
his friends at last, let him do so late and in sore 
plight after losing all his men [let him reach 
his home in another man’s ship and find 
trouble in bis house.’] 

[536/ “Thus did he pray, and Neptune 
heard his prayer. Then he picked up a rock 
much larger than the first, swung it aloft and 
hurled it with prodigious force. It fell just 
short of the ship, but w^as wUhin a little of 
hitting the end of the rudder. The sea quaked 
as the rock fell into it, and the wash of the 
wave it raised drove us onwai^s on our W'ay 
towards the shore of the island* 

[543] “When at last wc got to the island 
where we had left the rest of our ships, wc 
found our comrades lamenting us, and anx- 
iously awaiting our return. We ran our vessel 
upon the sands and got out of her on to the 
sea shore; we also landed the Cyclops’ sheep, 
and divided them equitably amongst us so that 
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none might have reason to complain. As for 
the ram, my companions agreed that I should 
have it as an extra share; so I sacrificed it on 
the sea shore, and burned its thigh bones to 
Jove, who is the lord of all. But he heeded not 
my sacrifice, and only thought how he might 
destroy both my ships and my comrades. 

[$$ 6 ] '‘Thus through the livelong day to 
the going down of the sun we feasted our fill 


on meat and drink, but when the sun went 
down and it came on dark, we camped upon 
the beach. When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, I bade my men go 
on board and loose the hawsers. Then they 
took their places and smote the grey sea with 
their oars; so we sailed on w’ith sorrow in our 
hearts, but glad to have escaped death though 
w'e had lost our comrades. 
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I WHENCE we went on to the /Eolian ing, ‘how this man gets honoured and makes 

I island where lives /Eolus son of Hip- friends to whatever city or country he may go. 

_1 potas, dear to the immortal gods. It is Sec what fine prizes he is taking home from 

an island that floats (as it were) upon the sea, Troy, while w^e, who have travelled Just as far 

iron bound with a wall that girds it. Now as he has, come back with hands as empty as 

zEolus has six daughters and six lusty sons, so vve set out with— -and now /Eolus has given 

he made the sons marry the daughters, and him ever so much more. Quick— let us see 

they all live wnth their dear father and mother, what it all is, and how much gold and silver 

feasting and enjoying every conceivable kind there is in the sack he gave him.^ 

of luxury. All day long the atmosphere of the [46] “Thus they talked and evil counsels 
house is loaded with the savour of roasting prevailed. They loosed the sack, whereupon 

meats till it groans again, yard and all; but by the wind flew how'ling forth and raised a storm 

night they sleep on their well-made bedsteads, that carried us w-Tcping out to sea and away 

each w^ith his own wife between the blankets, from our owm country. Then 1 awoke, and 

These w'ere the people among whom we had knew not whether to throw myself into the sea 

now come. or to live on and make the best of it; but I bore 

[14] “/Eolus entertained me for a whole it, covered myself up, and lay down in tlie 

month asking me questions all the time about ship, while the men lamented bitterly as the 

Troy, the Argive fleet, and the return of the fierce winds bore our fleet back to the /Eolian 
Achaeans. I told him exactly how cver)'thing island. 

had happened, and when I said 1 must go, and [$6] “When we reached ii^>we went ashore 
asked him to further me on my way, he made to take in water, and dined hard by the sliips. 

no sort of difficulty, but set about doing sp at Immediately after dinner 1 took a herald and 

once. Moreover, he flayed me a prime ox hide one of my men and went straight to the house 

to hold the ways of the roaring winds, which of /Eolus, where 1 found him feasting with 

he shut up in the hide as in a sack— for Jove his wife and family; so we sat down as suppli- 

had made him captain over the winds, and he ants on the threshold, l licy were astounded 

could stir or still each one of them according when they saw us and said, ‘Ulysses, what 

to his own pleasure. He put the sack in the brings you here? What god has been ill treating 

ship, and bound the mouth so tightly with a you? We took great pains to further you on 

silver thread that not even a breath of a side- your way home to Ithaca, or wherever it was 

wind could blow from any quarter, 1 he West that you wanted to go to.' 

wind which was fair for us did he alone let [6y] “Thus did they speak, but I answered 
blow as it chose; but it all came to nothing, for sorrowfully, ‘iVly men have undone me; they, 

we were lost through our own folly. and cruel sleep, have ruined riie. My friends, 

[zS] “Nine days and nine nights did we mend me this mischief, for you ^an if you will.' 
sail, and on the tenth day our native land [yo] “I spoke as movingly 0s I could, but 
showed on the horizon. We got so close in that they said nothing, till their father answered, 

we could see the stubble fires burning, and I, ‘Vilest of mankind, get you gcjne at once out 

being then dead beat, fell into a light sleep, of the island; him whom hcavfen hates will I 

for I had never let the rudder out or my own in no wise help. Be off, for yoii come here as 

hands, that wc might get home the faster. On one abhorred of heaven.' And with these words 

this the men fell to talKing among themselves, he sent me sorrowing from his door, 

and said I was bringing back gold and silver in [yy] “Thence we sailed sadly on till the 
the sack that /Eolus had given me. ‘Bless my men were worn out with long and fruitless 

heart,' would one turn to his neighbour, say- rowing, for there was no longer any wind to 
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help them* Six days, night and day did we 
toil, and on the seventh day we reached the 
rocky stronghold ofLamus— Telepylus, the city 
of the Laestrygonians, where the shepherd who 
is driving in his sheep and goats [to be milked] 
salutes him who is driving out his flock [to 
feed] and this last answers the salute. In that 
country a man who could do without sleep 
might earn double wages, one as a herdsman of 
cattle, and another as a shepherd, for they 
work much the same by night as they do by 
day. 

[S’/] ‘When we reached the harbour we 
found it land-locked under steep cliffs, with a 
narrow entrance between two headlands. My 
captains took all their ships inside, and made 
them fast close to one another, for there was 
never so much as a breath of wind inside, but 
it was always dead calm. I kept my own ship 
outside, and moored it to a rock at the very 
end of the point; then I climbed a high rock to 
reconnoitre, but could see no sign neither of 
man nor cattle, onlv some smoke rising from 
the ground. So i sent two of my company with 
an attendant to find out what sort of people 
the inhabitants were. 

[ jo^] “The men when they got on shore 
followed a level road by which the people draw 
their firewood from the mountains into the 
town, till presently they met a young woman 
who had coinc outside to fetch water, and who 
was daughter to a Lsestrygonian named An- 
tiphates. She was going to the fountain Arlacia 
from which the people bring in their water, 
and when my men had come close up to her, 
they asked her who the king of that country 
might be, and over what kind of people he 
ruled; so she directed them to her father's 
house, but when they got there they found his 
wife to be a giantess as huge as a mountain, 
and they were horrified at the sight of her. 

[i 14J “She at once called her husband An- 
tiphates from the place of assembly, and forth- 
with be set about killing my men. lie snatched 
up one of them, and began to make his dinner 
off him then and there, whereon the other two 
ran back to the ships as fast as ever they could. 
But Antiphates raised a hue and cry after 
them, and thousands of sturdy Laestrygonians 
sprang up from every quarter— ogres, not men. 
They threw vast rocks at us from the cliffs as 
though they had been mere stones, and I heard 
the horrid sound of the ships crunching up 
against one another, and the death cries of my 
men, as the Laestrygonians speared them like 
fishes and took them home to eat them. While 


they were thus killing my men within the har- 
bour I drew my sword, cut the cable of my own 
ship, and told my men to row with all their 
might if they too would not fare like the rest; so 
they laid out for their lives, and we were thank- 
ful enough when we got into open water out 
of reach of the rocks they hurled at us. As for 
the others there was not one of them left. 

[133] “Thence we sailed sadly on, glad to 
have escaped death, though we had lost our 
comrades, and came to the ^aean island, where 
Circe lives— a great and cunning goddess who 
is own sister to the magician /T,etes— for they 
are both children of the sun by Perse, who is 
daughter to Oceanus. We brought our ship 
inio a safe harbour without a word, for some 
god guided us thither, and having landed we 
lay there for two days and two nights, worn 
out in body and mind. When the morning of 
the third day came I took my spear and my 
sword, and went away from the ship to recon- 
noitre, and see if I could discover signs of hu- 
man handiwork, or hear the sound of voices. 
Climbing to the top of a high look-out I espied 
the smoke of Circe's house rising upwards 
amid a dense forest of trees, and when 1 saw 
this 1 doubted u'hethcr, having seen the smoke, 
I would not go on at once and find out more, 
but in the end I deemed it best to go back to 
the ship, give the men their dinners, and send 
some of them instead of going myself. 

[1567 “When I had nearly got back to the 
ship some god took pity upon my solitude, and 
sent a fine antlered stag right into the very 
middle of my path. He was coming down from 
his pasture in the forest to drink of the river, 
for the heat of the sun drove him, and as he 
assed 1 struck him in the middle of the 
ack; the bronze point of the spear w^ent clean 
through him, and he lay gioaning in the dust 
until the life went out of him. 1 hen I set my 
foot iijx)n him, drew my spear from the wound, 
and laid it down; 1 also gathered rough grass 
and rushes and twisted them into a fathom or 
so of good stout rope, with which I bound the 
four feet of the noble creature together; having 
so done 1 hung him round my neck and walked 
back to the ship leaning upon my spear, for the 
stag was much too big for me to be able to carry 
him on my shoulder, steadying him with one 
hand. As I threw him down in front of the 
ship, I called the men and spoke cheeringly 
man by man to each of them. ‘Look here my 
friends,' said I, ‘we are not going to die so 
much before our time after all, and at any rate 
we wall not star\x so long as w'e have got some- 
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thing to eat and drink on board/ On this they 
uncovered their heads upon the sea shore and 
admired the stag, for he was indeed a splendid 
feiiow» Tlien, when they had feasted their 
eyes upon him sufficiently, they washed their 
hands and began to cook him for dinner. 

[i8^] “Thus through the livelong day to the 
going down of the sun we stayed there eating 
and drinking our fill, but when the sun went 
down and it came on dark, we camped upon 
the sea shore. When the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, I called a council 
and said, ‘My friends, we are in very great diffi- 
culties; listen therefore to me. We have no idea 
where the sun cither sets or rises, so that we do 
not even know East from West. I sec no way 
out of it; nevertheless, we must try and find 
one. We are certainly on an island, for I went 
as high as I could this morning, and saw the 
sea reaching all round it to the horizon; it lies 
low, but towards the middle I saw smoke rising 
from out of a thick forest of trees.' 

[igS] “Their hearts sank as they heard me, 
for they remembered how they had been treated 
by the Laestrygonian Antiphates, and by the 
savage ogre Polyphemus. They wept bitterly in 
their dismay, but there was nothing to be got 
by crying, so I divided them into two companies 
and set a captain over each; I gave one company 
to Eurylochus, while I took command of the 
other myself. Then we cast lots in a helmet, and 
the lot fell upon Euiydochus; so he set out with 
his twenty-two men, and they wept, as also did 
we who were left behind. 

[210] “When they reached Circe's house 
they found it built of cut stones, on a site that 
could be seen from far, in the middle of the 
forest. ITiere were wild mountain wolves and 
lions prowling all round it— poor bewitched 
creatures whom she had tamed by her enchant- 
ments and drugged into subjection. They did 
not attack my men, but wagged their great tails, 
fawned upon them, and rubbed their noses lov- 
ingly against them. As hounds crowd round 
their master when they sec him coming from 
dinner— for they know he will bring them some- 
thing— even so did these wolves and lions with 
their great claws fawn upon my men, but the 
men were terribly frightened at seeing such 
strange creatures. Presently thev reached the 
gates of the goddess's house, anef as they stood 
there they could hear Circe within, singing 
most beautifully as she worked at her loom, 
making a web so fine, .so soft, and of such daz- 
zling colours as no one but a goddess could 
weave. On this Polites, w^hom I valued and 


trusted more than any other of my men, said, 
‘There is some one inside working at a loom 
and singing most beautifully; the whole place 
resounds with it, let us call her and see whether 
she is woman or goddess.' 

[zzg] “They called her and she came down, 
unfastened the door, and bade them enter. 
They, thinking no evil, followed her, all exeqn 
Eur\dochus, who suspected mischief and stayed 
outside. When she had got them into her house, 
she set them upon benches and seats and mixed 
them a mess with cheese, honey, meal, and 
Pramnian wine, but she drugged it with wicked 
poisons to make them forget their homes, and 
when they had drunk she turned them into pigs 
by a stroke of her w'and, and shut them up jn 
her pigsties. They were like pigs— head, hair, 
and all, and they grunted just as pigs do; but 
their senses were the same as before, and they 
remembered everything. 

[24 1 ] “Thus then w'ere they shut up squeal- 
ing, and Circe threw them some acorns and 
beech masts such as pigs cat, but Eurylochus 
hurried back to tell me about the sad fate of our 
comrades, lie was so overcome with dismay 
that though he tried to speak he could find no 
words to do so; his eyes filled with teais and he 
could only sob and sigh, till at last we forced 
his story out of him, and he told us what had 
happened to the others. 

/ 25 17 “ ‘We went,' Siiid he^^/as you told us, 
through the forest, and in the middle of it there 
was a fine house built with cut stones in a place 
that could be seen from far. There wc found a 
w'oman, or else she was a goddess, working at 
her loom and singing sweetly; so the men 
shouted to her and called her, whereon she at 
once cainc dow^n, opened the door, and invited 
us in. The others did not suspect any miscliicf 
so they followed her into the house, but I stayed 
where I was, for I thought there might be some 
treachery. From that moment I saw them no 
more, for not one of them ever came out, though 
I sat a long time watching for them.' 

[261] “Then I took my sword of bronze and 
slung it over my shoulders; I also took my Ixiw, 
and told Eurylochus to come bade with me and 
show me the way. But he laid hold of me with 
both his hands and spoke piteously, saying, 
‘Sir, do not force me to go with you, but let me 
stay here, for 1 know you will not bring one of 
them back with you, nor even return alive your- 
self; let us rather see if we cannot escape at any 
rate with the few that are left us, for we may 
stilt save our lives.' 

[2/0] “ ‘Stay where you are, then,' answered 
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T, 'eating and drinking at the ship, but I must 
^70, for I am most urgently bound to do so/ 

[ 174 ] '‘With this I left the ship and went up 
inland. When I got through the charmed grove, 
and was near the great house of the enchantress 
Circe, I met Mercury with his golden wand, 
disguised as a young man in the hey-day of his 
youth and beauty with the down just coming 
upon his face. He came up to me and took my 
hand within his own, saying, ‘My poor unhappy 
man, whither are you going over this mountain 
top, alone and without knowing the way? Your 
men are shut up in Circe^s pigsties, like so many 
wild boars in their lairs. You surely do not fancy 
that you can set them free? I can tell you that 
you will never get back and will have to stay 
there with the rest of them. But never mind, I 
will protect you and get you out of your diffi- 
culty. Take this herb, which is one of great vir- 
tue, and keep it about you when you go to Cir- 
ce’s house, it will be a talisman to you against 
every kind of mischief. 

[2897 “ ‘And I W'ill tell you of all the wicked 
witchcraft that will try to practise upon 

you. She w'ill mix a mess for you to drink, and 
she will drug the meal with which she makes 
it, but she will not be able to charm you, for the 
virtue of the herb that I shall give you will pre- 
vent her spells from w'orking. I will tell you all 
about it. When Circe strikes you with her 
wand, draw your sword and spring upon her as 
though you were going to kill her. She will then 
be frightened, and wall desire you to go to l>cd 
with her; on this you must not point blank re- 
fuse her, for you w^nt her to set your compan- 
ions free, and to take good care also of yourself, 
but you must make her swear solemnly by all 
the blessed gods that she will plot no further 
mischief against you, or else when she has got 
you naked she will unman you and make you 
fit for nothing.' 

[^ 02 ] “As he spoke he pulled the herb out 
of the ground and showed me wdiat it was like. 
The root was black, while the flower was as 
white as milk; the gods call it Moly, and mortal 
men cannot uproot it, but the gods can do what- 
ever they like. 

[ 307 ] “Then Mercury went back to high 
Olympus passing over the wooded island; but 
I fared onward to the house of Circe, and my 
heart was clouded with care as I walked along. 
W iien I got to the gates I stood there and called 
the goddess, and as soon as she heard me she 
came down, opened the door, and asked me to 
come in; so I followed her— much troubled in 
my mind. She set me on a richly decorated seat 


inlaid with silver, there was a footstool also un- 
der my feet, and she mixed a mess in a golden 
goblet for me to drink; but she drugged it, for 
she meant me mischief. When she had given 
it me, and I had drunk it without its charm- 
ing me, she struck me with her wand. ‘There 
now,’ she cried, ‘be off to the pigsty, and make 
your lair with the rest of them.' 

[^ 21 ] “But I rushed at her with my sword 
drawn as though I would kill her, whereon she 
fell w'ith a loud scream, clasped my knees, and 
spoke piteously, saying, ‘Who and w'hence arc 
you? from what place and people have you 
come? How can it be that my dnigs have no 
powder to chann you? Never yet was any man 
able to stand so much as a taste of the herb I 
gave you; you must be spell-proof; surely you 
can be none other than the bold hero Ulysses, 
wffio Mercury always said would come here 
some day with his ship while on his way home 
from Troy; so bie it then; sheathe your sword 
and let us go to bed, that we may make friends 
and learn to trust each other.' 

[ 33 ^] **And 1 answered, ‘Circe, how can you 
expect me to be friendly with you wdien you 
have just been turning all my men into pigs? 
And nenv that you have got me here myself, you 
mean me mischief when you ask me to go to 
bed with you, and will unman me and make me 
fit for nothing. I shall certainly not consent to 
go to bed with you unless you will first take 
your solemn oath to plot no further harm against 
me.’ 

/345 7 “So she swore at once as I had told her, 
and when she had completed her oath then I 
went to bed with her. 

^3487 “Meanwhile her four servants, who 
are her housemaids, set about their work. They 
are the children of the groves and fountains, 
and of the holy waters that run down into the 
sea. One of them spread a fair purple cloth over 
a scat, and laid a carpet underneath it. Another 
brought tables of silver up to the seats, and set 
them with baskets of gold. A third ini.xed some 
sweet wine with water in a silver bowl and put 
golden cups upon the tables, while the fourth 
brought in w^atcr and set it to boil in a large 
cauldron over a good fire W'hich she had lighted. 
When the water in the cauldron was boiling, 
she poured cold into it till it was just as I liked 
it, and then she set me in a bath and began 
washing me from the cauldron about the head 
and shoulders, to take the tire and stiffness out 
of my limbs. As soon as she had done washing 
me and anointing me with oil, she arrayed me 
in a good cloak and shirt and led me to a richly 
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decorated seat inlaid with silver; there was a 
footstool also under my feet. A maid servant 
then brought me water in a beautiful golden 
ewer and poured it into a silver basin for me to 
wash my hands, and she drew a clean table be- 
side me; an upper servant brought me bread 
and offered me many good things of what there 
was in the house, and then Circe bade me eat, 
but I would not, and sat without heeding what 
was before me, still moody and suspicious, 
[^75] ‘"When Circe saw me sitting there 
without eating, and in great grief, she came to 
me and said, ‘Ulysses, why do you sit like that 
as though you were dumb, gnawing at your 
own heart, and refusing both meat and drink? 
Is it that you are still suspicious? You ought 
not to be, for 1 have already sworn solemnly 
that I will not hurt you/ 

[^Sz] “And I said, 'Circe, no man with any 
sense of what is right can think of cither eat- 
ing or drinking in your house until you have set 
his friends free and let him see them. If you 
want me to eat and drink, you must free my 
men and bring them to me that I may see them 
with my own eyes.' 

“When I had said this she went 
straight through the court with her wand in her 
hand and opened the pigsty doors. My men 
came out like so many prime hogs and stood 
looking at her, but she went about among them 
and anointed each with a second drug, whereon 
the bristles that the bad drug had given them 
fell off, and they became men again, younger 
than they were before, and much taller and 
better looking. They knew me at once, seized 
me each of them by the hand, and wept for joy 
till the whole house was filled with the sound 
of their hullabalooing, and Circe herself was 
so sorry for them that she came up to me and 
said, 'Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, go back at 
once to the sea where you have left your ship, 
and first draw it on to the land. Then, hide all 
your ship's gear and property in some cave, and 
come back here with your men,' 

[ 406 ] "I agreed to this, so I went back to the 
sea shore, and found the men at the ship weep- 
ing and wailing most piteously. When they 
saw me the silly blubbering fellows began frisk- 
ing round me as calves break out and gambol 
round their mothers, when they see them com- 
ing home to be milked after they have been 
fe^ng all day, and the homestead resounds 
with their lowing. They seemed as glad to see 
me as though they had got back to their own 
rugged Ithaca, where they had been bom and 
brra. 'Sir/ said the affectionate creatures, 'we 


are as glad to see you back as though we had 
got safe home to Ithaca; but tell us all about 
the fate of our comrades.' 

[422] "I spoke comfortingly to them and 
said, ‘We must draw our .ship on to the land, 
and hide the ship's gear with all our property 
in some cave; then come with me all of you as 
fast as you can to Circe's house, where you 
will find your comrades eating and drinking in 
the midst of great abundance.' 

[428] “On this the men would have come 
with me at once, hut Eurylochus tried to hold 
them back and said, ‘Alas, poor wretches that 
we are, what will become of us? Rush not on 
your ruin by going to the house of Circe, who 
will turn us all into pigs or wolves or lions, and 
vve shall have to keep guard over lier house. 
Rcmcml)cr how the Cyclops treated us when 
our comrades went inside his cave, and Lllysses 
with them. It was all through his sheer folly 
that those men lost their lives.' 

/^4 3 8 / “When I heard him 1 was in tw^o minds 
whether or no to draw the keen blade tliat hung 
by my sturdy thigh and cut his head off in .spite 
of his being a near relation of mv own; l)ut the 
men interceded (or him and said, ‘Sir, if it may 
so be, let this fellow stay here and mind tlie 
ship, but take the test of us with you to Circe's 
house.' 

[446] “On this we all went inland, and Eu- 
rylochus was not left behind after all, but came 
on too, for he was frightened by the severe rep- 
rimand that I had given him. 

[449] “Meanwhile Circe had been seeing 
that the men who had been left behind were 
washed and anointed with olive oil; she had 
also given them woollen cloaks and shirts, and 
when we came we found them all comfortably 
at dinner in her house. As soon as the men saw 
each other face to face and knew one another, 
they wept for joy and cried aloud till the whole 
palace rang again. Thereon Circe came up to 
me and said, ‘Ulys.ses, noble son of Laertes, tell 
your men to leave off crying; I know how much 
you have all of you suffered at soa, and how ill 
you have farea among cruel savages on the 
mainland, but that is over nowj sa stay here, 
and eat and drink till you arefonce more as 
strong and hearty as you were |vhen you left 
Ithaca; for at present you are we4kened both in 
body and mind; you keep all theitime thinking 
of the hardships you have suffered during your 
travels, so that you have no more cheerfulness 
left in you.' 

[466} “Thus did she speak and we assented. 
We stayed with Circe for a whole twelvemonth 
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feasting upon an untold quantity both of meat 
and wine. But when the year had passed in the 
waning of moons and the long days had come 
round, my men called me apart and said, *Sir, 
it is time you began to think about going home, 
if so be you are to be spared to see your house 
and native country at all.* 

[ 475 ] 'Thus did they speak and I assented. 
Thereon through the livelong day to the going 
down of the sun we feasted our fill on meat 
and wine, but when the sun went down and it 
came on dark the men laid themselves down to 
sleep in the covered cloisters. I, however, after 
1 had got into bed with Circe, besought her by 
her knees, and the goddess listened to what 1 
had got to say. ‘Circe,* said I, ‘please to keep the 
promise you made me about furthering me on 
my homeward voyage. I want to get back and 
so do my men, they are always pestering me 
with their complaints as soon as ever your back 
is turned.* 

[4S7] “And the goddess answered, ‘Ulysses, 
noble son of Laertes, you shall none of you stay 
here any longer if you do not want to, but there 
is another journey which you have got to take 
before you can Svul homewards. You must go 
to the house of I lades and of dread Proserpine 
to consult the ghost of the blind Theban 
prophet Teircsias, whose reason is still un- 
shaken. To him alone has Proserpine left his 
understanding even in death, but the other 
ghosts flit about aimlessly.* 

[496/ “I was dismayed when I heard this. 
I sat up in bed and wept, and would gladly 
have lived no longer to see the light of the sun, 
but presently when I was tired of weeping and 
tossing myself alx^ut, I said, ‘And who shall 
guide me upon this voyage— for the house of 
1 lades is a port that no ship can reach.' 

[S04] “ 1 ou will want no guide,’ she an- 
swered; ‘raise you mast, set your white sails, sit 
quite still, and the North Wind will blow you 
there of itself. When your ship has traversed 
the waters of Oceanus, you will reach the fer- 
tile shore of Prosei-]3ine’s country with its groves 
of tall poplars and willows that shed their fruit 
untimely; here beach your ship upon the shore 
of Oceanus, and go straight on to the dark 
abode of Hades. You will find it near the place 
where the rivers Pyriphlegcthon and Cocytus 
(which is a branch of the river Styx) flow into 
Acheron, and you will see a rock near it, just 
where the two roaring rivers run into one an- 
other. 

^5 1 67 ** *When you have reached this spot, 
as I now tell you, ig a trench a cubit or so in 


length, breadth, and depth, and pour into it 
as a drink-offering to all the dead, first, honey 
mixed with milk, then wine, and in the third 
place water— sprinkling white barley meal over 
the whole. Moreover you must offer many pray^ 
ers to the poor feeble ghosts, and promise them 
that when you get back to Ithaca you will sacri- 
fice a barren heifer to them, the best you have, 
and will load the pyre with good things. More 
particularly you must promise that Tciresias 
shall have a black sheep all to himself, the finest 
in all your flocks. 

75267 “ When you shall have thus besought 
the ghosts with your prayers, offer them a ram 
and a black ewe, bending their heads towards 
Erebus; but yourself turn away from them as 
though you would make towards the river. On 
this, many dead men's ghosts will come to you, 
and you must tell your men to skin the two 
sheep that you have just killed, and offer them 
as a burnt sacrifice with prayers to Hades and 
to Proserpine. Then draw your sword and sit 
there, so as to prevent any other poor ghost 
from coming near the spilt blood before Tcires- 
ias shall have answered your questions. The 
seer will presently come to you, and will tell 
you about your voyage— what stages you arc to 
make, and how you arc to sail the sea so as to 
reach your home.’ 

75417 “It was day-break by the time she had 
done speaking, so she dressed me in my sliirt 
and cloak. As for herself she threw a beautiful 
light gossamer fabric over her shoulders, fasten- 
ing it with a golden girdle round her waist, and 
she covered her head with a mantle. ’Phen I 
went about among the men everywhere all over 
the house, and .spoke kindly to each of them 
man by man: ‘You must not lie sleeping here 
any longer,* said I to them, ‘we must be going, 
for Circe has told me all about it.’ And on this 
they did as 1 bade them. 

755 1 7 "Even so, however, I did not get them 
away without misadventure. We had with us a 
certain youth named Elpenor, not very remark- 
able for sense or courage, who had got dmnk 
and was lying on the house top away from the 
rest of the men, to sleep off his liquor in the 
cool. When he heard the noise of the men 
bustling about, he jumped up on a sudden and 
forgot ml about coming doum by the main stair- 
case, so he tumbled right off the roof and broke 
his neck, and his soul went down to the house 
of Hades. 

75617 “When I had got the men together I 
said to them, ‘You think you are about to start 
home again, but Circe has explained to me that 
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instead of this, we have got to go to the house 
of Hades and Proserpine to consult the ghost 
of the Theban prophet Teiresias/ 

[$ 66 ] ‘Tlie men were broken-hearted as 
they heard me, and threw themselves on the 
ground groaning and tearing their hair, but 
they did not mend matters &y crying. When 


we reached the sea shore, weeping and lament- 
ing our fate, Circe brought the ram and the 
ewe, and we made them last hard by the ship. 
She passed through the midst of us without our 
knowing it, for who can see the comings and 
goings of a god, if the god docs not wish to be 
seen? 
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T I IHN, when we had got down to the sea 
shore we drew our siiip into the water 
and got her mast and sails into her; we 
also put the sheep on board and took our places, 
weeping and in great distress of mind. Circe, 
that great and cunning goddess, sent us a fair 
wind til at blew dead ah and stayed steadily 
with us keeping our sails all the time well filled; 
so we did whatever wanted doing to the ship s 
gear and let her go as the wind and helmsman 
headed her. All day long her sails w'ere full as 
she held her course over the sea, but when the 
sun went down and darkness w-as over all the 
earth, w'e got into the deep w'aters of the river 
Oceanus, where lie the land and city of the 
Cimmerians who live enshrouded in mist and 
darkness which the rays of the sun never pierce 
neither at his rising nor as he goes down again 
out of the heavens, hut the poor wTctches live 
in one long melancholy night. When w^e got 
there we beached the ship, took the sheep out 
of her, and went along by the w’atersol Oceanus 
till we came to the place of which Circe had 
told us. 

[ 2 ^] “Here Perimedes and Euryloclius held 
the victims, wdiile I drew my sword and dug 
the trench a cubit each way. I made a drink- 
olfering to all the dead, first with honey and 
milk, then with wane, and thirdly with water, 
and I sprinkled white barley meal over the 
wdaolc, praying earnestly to the poor feckless 
ghosts, and promising them that when 1 got 
back to Ithaca I w^ould sacrifice a barren heifer 
for them, the best 1 had, and would load the 
pyre with good things. 1 also particularly prom- 
ised that Tciresias should have a black sheep to 
himself, the best in all my Hocks. When I had 
prayed sufficiently to the dead, I cut the throats 
of the two sheep and let the blood run into the 
trench, whereon the ghosts came trooping up 
from Erebus— -brides, young bachelors, old men 
worn out with toil, maids who had been crossed 
in love, and brave men who had been killed in 
battle, with their armour still smirched with 
blood; they came from every quarter and flitted 
round the trench with a strange kind of scream- 


ing sound that made me turn pale woth fear. 
When 1 saw them coming I tola the men to he 
quick and flay the carcasses of the two dead 
sheep and make burnt oflerings of them, and 
at the same time to repeat prayers to Hades and 
to Proserpine; but 1 sat where 1 was wath my 
sword drawn and would not let the poor feck- 
less ghosts come near the blood till Teircsias 
should have answered my questions. 

[^i] “ITie first.ghost that came w’as that of 
my comrade Elpcnor, for he had not yet been 
laid beneath the earth. Wc had left his bodv 
unwaked and unburied in Circe’s house, for 
W'e had had too much else to do. I w'as very 
sorry for him, and cried when I saw' him; ‘El- 
penor,^ said 1, ‘how' did you come dowm here 
into this gloom and darkness? You have got 
here on foot quicker than 1 have w'ith mv ship.' 

[ 60 ] ‘‘‘Sir,' he answ’ered w'ith a groan, ‘it 
was all bad luck, and my own unspeakable 
dmnkcnness. I was lying asleep on the top of 
Circe’s house, and never thought of coming 
dow'n again by the great staircase hut fell right 
off the roof and broke my neck, so my soul came 
down to the house of Hades. And now' I be- 
seech you by all those whom you have left be- 
hind you, though tlicy are not here, by your 
wife, by the father who brought you up W'hen 
you were a child, and by relcmachus w'ho is 
the one hope of your house, do what I shall now 
ask you. I know' that when you leave this limbo 
you w'ill again bold your ship for the /Eiran 
island. Do not go thence leaving me unwaked 
and unburied behind you. or 1 may bring heav- 
en's anger upon you; but bum me with what- 
ever armour 1 ha\’c, build a barrow* for me on 
the sea shore, that may tell people in days to 
conic w'hat a poor unlucky fellow I W'as, and 
plant over my grave the oar 1 used to row with 
when I W'as yet alive and w'ith my messmates.' 
And I said, 'My poor fellow, I will do all that 
you have asked of me.' 

[Si] “Thus, then, did w'c sit and hold sad 
talk W'ith one another, I on the one side of the 
trench w'ith my sword held over the blood, and 
the ghost of my comrade saying all this to me 
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from the other side. Then came the ghost of 
my dead mother Anticlea, daughter to Autoly* 
cus. I had left her alive when I set out for Troy 
and was moved to tears when I saw her, hut 
even so, for all my sorrow I would not let her 
come near the blood till I had asked my ques- 
tions of Teircsias. 

[go] **Then came also the ghost of Theban 
Teiresias, with his golden sceptre in his hand. 
He knew me and said, ‘Ulysses, noble son of 
Laertes, why, poor man, have you left the light 
of day and come down to visit the dead in this 
sad place? Stand back from the trench and w'ith- 
draw your sword that I may drink of the blood 
and answer your questions truly.* 

[97] ^‘So I drew back, and sheathed my 
sword, whereon when he had drank of the blood 
he began with his prophecy. 

[100] “ 'You want to know,* said he, 'about 
your return home, but heaven will make this 
hard for you. I do not think that you will es- 
cape the eye of Neptune, who still nurses his 
bitter grudge against you for having blinded his 
son. Still, after much suffering you may get 
home if you can restrain yourself and your com- 
panions when your ship reaches theThrinacian 
island, where you will find the sheep and cattle 
belonging to the sun, who sees and gives ear to 
ever)>thing. If you leave these flocks unbanned 
and think of nothing but of getting home, you 
may yet after much hardship reach Ithaca; hut 
if you harm them, then I forewarn you of the 
destruction both of your ship and of your men. 
Even though you may yourself escape, you will 
return in bad plight after losing all your men, 
[in another man s ship, and you will find trou- 
ble in your house, which w\W be overrun by 
high-handed people, who are devouring your 
substance under the pretext of paying court and 
making presents to your wife. 

[iiS] “ ‘When you get home you will take 
your revenge on these suitors; and after you 
have killed them by force or fraud in your own 
house, you must take a well-made oar and carry 
it on and on, till you come to a country where 
the people have never heard of the sea and do 
not even mix salt with their food, nor do they 
know anything about ships, and oars that are as 
the wings of a ship. I will give you this certain 
token which cannot escape your notice. A w^ay- 
farer will meet you and will say it must be a 
winnowing shovel that you have got upon your 
shoulder; on this you must fix the oar in the 
ground and sacrifice a ram, a bull, and a boar 
to Neptune. Then go home and offer heca- 
tombs to all the gods in heaven one after the 


other. As for yourself, death shall come to you 
from the sea, and your life shall ebb away very 
gently when you are full of years and peace of 
mind, and your people shall bless you. All that 
I have said will come true].* 

[13S] "‘This,* I answered, 'must be as it 
may please heaven, but tell me and tell me 
true, I sec my poor mother’s ghost close by us; 
she is sitting by the blood without saying a 
word, and though I am her own son she docs 
not remember me and speak to me; tell me. Sir, 
how 1 can make her know me.' 

[14s] " ‘That,’ said he, ‘I can soon do. Any 
ghost that you let taste of the blood will talk 
with you like a reasonable being, but if you do 
not let them have any blood they will go away 
again.* 

[iSo] "On this the ghost of Teiresias went 
back to the house of I lades, for his prophecy- 
ings had now been spoken, but I sat still where 
I was until my mother came up and tasted the 
blood. Then she knew me at once and spoke 
fondly to me, saying, ‘Mv son, how did you 
come down to this abode of darkness while you 
are still alive? It is a hard thing for the living 
to see these places, for between us and them 
there are great and terrible waters, and there is 
Occanus, which no man can cross on foot, but 
he must have a good ship to take him. Arc you 
all this time trying to find your way home from 
Troy, and have you never yct^ot back to Ithaca 
nor seen your wife in your own house?’ 

‘‘‘Mother,’ said I, ‘I was forced to 
come here to consult the ghost of the I’hcban 
prophet Teiresias. 1 have never yet been near 
the Achecan land nor set foot on my native 
country^ and 1 have had nothing but one long 
series of misfortunes from the very first day that 
I set out with Agamemnon for Ilius, the land 
of noble steeds, to fight the Trojans. But tell 
me, and tell me tnic, in what way did you die? 
Did you have a long illness, or did heaven vouch- 
safe you a gentle easy passage to eternity? Tell 
me also about my father, and the son whom I 
left behind me; is my property still in their 
hands, or has some one else gdt hold of it, who 
thinks that 1 shall not returnee claim it? Tell 
rnc again what my wife intcnjds doing, and in 
what mind she is; does she livdwith my son and 
guard my estate securely, or lias she made the 
best match she could and mariied again?' 

[180] ‘‘My mother answered, 'Your wife still 
remains in your house, but she is in great dis- 
tress of mind and spends her whole time in 
tears both night and day. No one as yet has got 
possession of your fine property, and Telema- 
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chus still holds your lands undisturbed. He has 
to entertain largely, as of course he must, con- 
sidering his position as a magistrate, and how 
every one invites him; your father remains at 
his old place in the country and never goes ne-ar 
the town. He has no comfortable bed nor bed- 
ding; in the winter he sleeps on the floor in 
front of the fire with the men and goes about all 
in rags, but in summer, when the warm weather 
comes on again, he lies out in the vineyard on 
a bed of vine leaves thrown anyhow upon the 
ground. He grieves continually about your 
never having come home, and suffers more and 
more as he grows older. As for my own end it 
was in this wise: heaven did not take me swiftly 
and painlessly in my own house, nor was I at- 
tacked by any illness such as those that gener- 
ally wear people out and kill them, but my 
longing to know what you W'ere doing and the 
force of my affection for you— this it was that 
was the death of me.' 

[ 204] ^‘Then 1 tried to find some way of em- 
bracing my poor mother s ghost. Thrice I sprang 
towards her and io Hasp her in my arms, 
but each time .she flitted from my embrace as 
it were a dream or phantom, and being touched 
to the quick 1 said to her, ‘Mother, why do you 
not stay still when I w^ould embrace you^ If we 
could throw our amis around one another wc 
might find sad comfort in the sharing of our 
sorrow's even in the house of Hades; does Pro- 
serpine want to lay a still further load of grief 
upon me by mocking me with a phantom only?' 

[21s] “‘My son,' she answ'ered, ‘most ill- 
fated of all mankind, it is not Proserpine that is 
beguiling you, but all people are like this when 
they are dead. The sinew's no longer hold the 
flesh and bones together; these perish in the 
fierceness of consuming fire as soon as life has 
left the body, and the soul flits away as though 
it were a dream. Now, however, go back to the 
light of day as soon as you can, and note all 
these things that you may tell them to your 
wife hcrcaiter.' 

^225 ] “Thus did we converse, and anon Pro- 
serpine sent up the ghosts of the wives and 
daughters of all the most famous men. They 
gathered in crowds about the blood, and I con- 
sidered how I might question them severally. In 
the end I deemed that it would be best to draw 
the keen blade that hung by my sturdy thigh, 
and keep them from all drinking the blood at 
once. So they came up pne after the other, and 
each one as I questioned her told me her race 
and lineage, 

[2^5] ‘The first I saw was Tyro. She was 


daughter of Salmoneus and wife of Cretheus 
the son of i?^olus. She fell in love with the 
river Enipeus who is much the most beautiful 
river in the whole world. Once W'hen she was 
taking a walk by his side as usual, Neptune, 
disguised as her lover, lay with her at the mouth 
of the river, and a huge blue wave arched itself 
like a mountain over them to hide both woman 
and god, w'hereon he loosed her virgin girdle 
and laid her in a deep slumber. When the god 
had accomplished the deed of love, he tCK)k her 
hand in his own and said, ‘Tyro, rejoice in all 

f ;cK)d w'ill; the embraces of the gods are not 
ruitless, and you will have fine twins about 
this time twelve months. Take great care of 
them. I am Neptune, so now go home, but hold 
your tongue and do not tell any one.' 

[ 2537 “Then he divedunderthe sea, and she 
in due course bore Pelias and Nclcus, who both 
of them served Jove with all their might. Pelias 
was a great breeder of sheep and livccl in lolcus, 
but the other lived in Pylos. The rest of her 
children were by Cretheus, namely, /Eson, 
Pheres, and Amythaon, who was a mighty war- 
rior and charioteer. 

[260] “Next to her I saw Antiope, daughter 
to Asopus, who could boast of having slept in 
the arms of even Jove himself, and who bore 
him two sons Amphion and Zethus. I'hese 
founded Thebes wdth its seven gates, and built 
a wall all round it; for strong though they were 
they could not hold Thebes till they had walled 
it. 

[z66] “Then I saw Alcmena, the wife of 
Amphitryon, who also bore to Jove indomitable 
Hercules; and Megara who was daughter to 
great King Creon, and married the redoubtable 
son of Amphitryon. 

fzyi] “I also saw fair Epicaste mother of 
king CEdipodes whose awful lot it was to marry 
her own son without suspecting it. He manied 
her after having killed his father, but the gods 
proclaimed the whole story to the w'orld; 
whereon he remained king of Thebes, in great 
grief for the spite the gods had borne him; but 
Epicaste went to the house of the mighty jailor 
Hades, having hanged herself for grief, and the 
avenging spirits haunted him as for an outraged 
mother— to his ruing bitterly thereafter. 

[2S1] “Then I saw Chloris, whom Neleus 
married for her beauty, having given priceless 
presents for her. She was youngest daughter to 
Amphion son of lasus and king of Minyan 
Orchomenus, and was Queen in Pylos. She 
bore Nestor, Chromius, and Periclymenus, and 
she also bore that marvellously lovely woman 
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Pero, who Wiis wooed by all the country round; 
but Ncleus would only give her to him who 
should raid the cattle of Iphicles from the graz- 
ing grounds of Phylace, and this was a hard 
task. The only man who would undertake to 
raid them was a certain excellent seer, but the 
will of heaven was against him, for the rangers 
of the cattle caught him and put him in prison; 
nevertheless when a full year had passed and 
the same season came round again, Iphicics set 
him at liberty, after he had expounded all the 
oracles of heaven. Thus, then, was the will of 
Jove accomplished. 

[29S] ‘'And I saw Leda the wife of Tynda- 
rus, who bore him two famous sons, Castor 
breaker of horses, and Pollux the mighty boxer. 
Both these heroes are lying under the earth, 
though they are still alive, for by a special dis- 
pensation of Jove, they die and come to life 
again, each one of them every other day through- 
out all time, and they have the rank of gods. 

[30^] “After her I saw' Iphimedcia wife of 
Aloeus who boasted the embrace of Neptune. 
She bore tw'o sons Otus and JLpliialtes, but both 
were short lived. They w'cre the finest children 
that were ever born in this W'orld, and the best 
lcx)king, Orion only excepted; for at nine years 
old they w'ere nine fathoms high, and measured 
nine cubits round the chest. I hcy threatened 
to make war with the gods in Olympus, and 
tried to set Mount Ossa on the top of Mount 
Olympus, and Mount Pel ion on the top of 
Ossa, that they might scale heaven itself, and 
they would have done it too if they had been 
grown up, but Apollo, son of Leto, killed both 
of them, before they had got so much as a sign 
of hair upon their checks or chin. 

[^21] “Then I saw Phredra, and Procris, and 
fair Ariadne daughter of the magician Minos, 
whom Theseus was carrying off from Crete to 
Athens, but he did not enjoy her, for before he 
could do so Diana killed her in the island of 
Dia on account of what Bacchus had said 
against her. 

[^26] “I also saw Maera and Clymenc and 
hateful Eriphylc, wdio sold her ow'n husband for 
gold. But it would take me all night if 1 were 
to name every single one of the wives and 
daughters of heroes whom I saw, and it is time 
for me to go to bed, either on board ship with 
my crew, or here. As for my escort, heaven and 
yourselves will see to it.'' 

I333] Here he ended, and the guests sat all 
of them enthralled and speechless throughout 
the covered cloister. Then Arete said to them: 

[336] 'What do you think of this man, O 


Phaeacians? Is he not tall and good looking, and 
is he not clever? True, he is my own guest, but 

ou all of you share in the distinction. Do not 

e in a hurry to send him away, nor niggardly 
in the presents you make to one who is in such 
great need, for heaven has blessed all of you 
with great abundance." 

[342] Then spoke the aged hero Echeneus 
who was one of the oldest men among them, 
“My friends," said he, “what our august queen 
has just said to us is both reasonable and to the 
purpose, therefore be persuaded by it; but the 
decision whether in word or deed rests ulti- 
mately with King Alcinous." 

[^47] “The thing shall he done," exclaimed 
Alcinous, “as surely as I still live and reign 
over the Pha.‘acians. Our guest is indeed very 
anxious to get home, still we must persuade 
him to remain with us until tomorrow, bv 
which time I shall be able to get together the 
whole sum that I mean to give him. As regards 
his escort it will be a matter for you all, and 
mine above all others as the chief person among 
you." 

/3547 And Ulysses answered, *^King Alcin- 
ous, if you were to bid me to stay here for a 
whole twelve months, and then speed me on 
my way, loaded with your noble gifts, I should 
obey you gladly and it would redound greatly 
to my advantage, for 1 should return fuller- 
handed to my own people, and should thus be 
mcire respected and beloved by all who see me 
when I get back to Ithaca." 

[^6z] “Ulysses," replied Alcinous, “not one 
of us who sees you has any idea that you arc a 
charlatan or a swindler. 1 know there are many 
people going about who tell such plausible 
stories that it is very hard to see through them, 
but there is a style about your language which 
assures me of your good disposition. Moreover 
you have told the story of your own misfor- 
tunes, and those of the Argives, as though you 
w'cre a practised bard; but tell me, and tell me 
true, whether you saw any of the mighty heroes 
who went to Troy at the same time with your- 
self, and perished there. 1 he evenings are still 
at their longest, and it is not yfet bed time— go 
on, therefore, with your divine ^oiy% for 1 could 
stay here listening till to-rnorrOw morning, so 
long as you will continue to tell us of your ad- 
ventures." 

[377] “Alcinous," answered Ulysses, “there 
is a time for making speeches, and a time for 
going to bed; nevertheless, since you so desire, 
1 will not refrain from telling you the still sad- 
der tale of those of my comrades who did not 
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fall fighting with the Trojans, but ])crislied on 
their return, through the treachery of a wicked 
woman. 

[3^5] ^*Whcn Proserpine had dismissed the 
female ghosts in all directions, the ghost of 
Agamemnon son of Atreus came sadly up tome, 
surrounded by those who had perished with 
him in the house of /IZgisthus. As soon as he 
had fasted the blood he knew me, and weeping 
bitterly stretched out his arms towards rne to 
embrace me; but he had no strength nor sub- 
stance any more, and I too wept and pitied him 
as I beheld him. ‘I low did you come by your 
death/ said I, ‘King Agamemnon? Did Nc|> 
tune raise his winds and waves against you 
when you w^erc at sea, or did ynurenemiesmake 
an end of you on the mainland when you were 
cattle-lifting or sliccp-stcaling, or while they 
were fighting in defence of their wives and city?’ 

[404] “ ‘Ulysses,’ he answ'cred, ‘noble son of 
La?rtes, I was not lost at sea in any storm of 
Neptune’s raising, nor did my foes despatch 
me upon the mainland, but /ligi'^thus and my 
wicked wife we^'^' deatli of me between 
thcTu. He asked me to his house, feasted me, 
and then Initchered me most miserably as though 
1 w'crc a fat l)east in a slaughter house, w^hile all 
around me my crmirades were slain like sheep 
or pigs for the wedding breakfast, or picnic, or 
gorgeous banquet of some great nobleman. You 
must have seen numbers of men killed either 
in a general engagement, or in single combat, 
but you never saw anything so truly pitiable as 
the way in which w’C fell in that cloister, w’itb 
the mixing-lnnvl and the loaded tables lying all 
about, and tlic ground reeking wuth our blood. 
I heard Priam’s daughter Cassandra scream as 
Clytemnestra killed her close beside me. 1 lay 
dying upon the earth with the sw'ord in my 
body, and raised my hands to kill the slut of a 
murderess, but she slipped away from me; she 
would not even close my lips nor my eyes when 
1 was dying, for there is nothing in this world 
so cruel and so shameless as a ^voman when she 
has fallen into such guilt as hers w^is. Fancy 
murdering her ow^n husband! 1 thought 1 was 
going to be w'cleomed home by my children and 
my servants, hut hci abominable crime has 
brought disgrace on herself and all women w^ho 
shall come after— even on the good ones/ 

[4^5] '*And I said, ‘In truth Jove has hated 
tht, house of Atreus from first to last in the mat- 
ter of their women’s counsels. See how many 
of us fell for Helen’s sake, and now' it seems 
that Clytemnestra hatched mischief against you 
too during your absence/ 
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[44^] ** ‘Be sure, therefore/ continued Aga- 
memnon, ‘and not he too friendly even with 

our own wife. Do not tell her all that you 

now perfectly well yourself. Tell her a part 
only, and keep your own counsel about the 
rest. Not that your wife, Ulysses, is likely to 
murder you, for Penelope is a very admirable 
woman, and has an excellent nature. We left 
her a young bride with an infant at her breast 
when we set out for Troy, This child no doubt 
is now grown up happily to man’s estate, and 
he and his father will have a joyful meeting 
and embrace one another as it is right they 
should do, w'hcrcas my wicked W'ife did not 
even allow me the happiness of looking upon 
my son, hut killed me ere I could do so. Fur- 
thermore I say— and lay my saying to your heart 
—do not tell people w'hen you arc bringing your 
ship to Ithaca, hut steal a march upon them, 
for after all this there is no trusting w'omen. 
But now tell me^and tell me true, can you give 
me any new's of my son Orestes? Is he in Or- 
chomenus, or at Pvlos, or is he at Sparta with 
Mcnclaiis— for I presume that he is still living.’ 

[461] “y\nd I said, ‘Agamemnon, why do 
you ask me? I do not know' whether your son 
is alive or dead, and it is not right to talk when 
one does not know'.’ 

[465] “As we tw'o sat weeping and talking 
thus sadly with one another the ghost of Achil- 
les came up to us w'ith Patroclus, Antilochus, 
and Ajax who was the finest and goodliest man 
of all the Danaans after the son of Pclcus. The 
fleet descendant of /Facus knew me and .spoke 
piteously, saying, ‘Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, 
what deed of daring ^vill you undertake next, 
that you venture down to the house of Hades 
among us silly dead, who are but the ghosts 
of them that can labour no more?’ 

[477] “And I said, ‘Achilles, son of Pclcus, 
foremost champion of the Achaeans, I came 
to consult Teiresias, and see if he could advise 
me about mv return home to Ithaca, tor I have 
never yet been able to get near the Achaean 
land, nor to set foot in my own country, but 
have been in trouble all the time. As for you, 
Achilles, no one w'as ever yet so fortunate 
as you have been, nor ever will be, for you were 
adored by all us Argives as long as you were 
alive, and now that you arc here you are a great 
prince among the dead. Do not, therefore, take 
it so much to heart even if you are dead.' 

[4S7] “‘Say not a w'ord,’ he answered, ‘in 
death’s favour; I would rather be a paid serv’- 
ant in a poor man’s house and be above ground 
than king of kings among the dead. But give 
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me news about my son; is he gone to the wars 
and will he be a great soldier, or is this not so? 
Tell me also if you have heard anything about 
my father Peleus— does he still rule among the 
Mynnidons, or do they show him no respect 
throughout Hellas and Phthia now that he is 
old and his limbs fail him? Could 1 but stand 
by his side, in the light of day, with the same 
strength that I had when I killed the bravest 
of our foes upon the plain of T roy— could I but 
be as I then was and go even for a sliort time 
to my father's house, any one who tried to do 
him violence or supersede him would soon 
rue it/ 

[504] ** ‘I have heard nothing,' I answered, 
of Peleus, but I can tell you all about your son 
Neoptolenuis, for I took him in my own ship 
from Scyros with the Achasans. In our councils 
of war before Troy he was always first to speak, 
and his judgement was unerring. Nestor and 
I w^ere the only two who could surpass him; 
and when it came to fighting on the plain of 
1 roy, he would never remain with the body of 
his men, but would dash on far in front, fore- 
most of them all in valour. Many a man did he 
kill in battle— I cannot name ever)' single one 
of those w'hom he slew while fighting on the 
side of the Argives, but will only say how 
he killed that valiant hero Eurypylus son of 
Telephus, who was the handsomest man I ever 
saw except Memnon; many others also of the 
Ceteians fell around him by reason of a wom- 
an's bribes. Moreover, when all the bravest of 
the Argives W'ent inside the horse that Epeus 
had made, and it was left to me to settle when 
we should either open the door of our ambus- 
cade, or close it, though all the other leaders 
and chief men among the Danaans were dry- 
ing their eyes and quaking in every limb, 1 
nevei once saw him turn pale nor wipe a tear 
from his cheek; he was all the time urging 
me to break out from the horse— grasping the 
handle of his sw'ord and his bronze-shod spear, 
and breathing fury against the foe. Yet when 
we had sacked the city of Priam he got his 
handsome share of the prize money and w'ent 
on board (such is the fortune of war) without 
a wound upon him, neither from a thrown 
spear nor m close combat, for the rage of Mars 
is a matter of great chance.' 

/53S7 '"Wlicn I had told him this, the ghost 
of Achilles strode off across a meadow full of 
asphodel, exulting over what I had said con- 
cerning the prowess of his son. 

754 1 7 “The ghosts of other dead men stood 
near me and told me each his own melancholy 


tale; but that of Ajax son of Telamon alone 
held aloof— still angry with me for having won 
the cause in our dispute about the armour of 
Achilles. Thetis had offered it as a prize, but 
the Trojan prisoners and Minerva were the 
judges. Would that I had never gained the day 
in such a contest, for it cost the life of Ajax, 
who was foremost of all the Danaans after the 
son of Peleus, alike in stature and prowess. 

[ 55 ^] “When 1 saw him I tried to pacify him 
and said, ‘Ajax, will you not foigct and for- 
give even in death, but jnust the judgement 
about that hateful armour still rankle with you? 
It cost us Argives dear enough to k)sc such 
a tower of strength as you were to us. We 
mourned you as much as we mourned /\chil- 
les son of Peleus himself, nor can the blame 
be laid on anything but on the spite which 
Jove bore against the Danaans, for it was this 
that made him counsel your destruction— come 
hither, therefore, bring your proud spirit into 
subjection, and hear what I can tell voii.’ 

75637 “He would not answer, but turned 
away to Erebus and to the other ghosts; never- 
theless, I should have made him talk to me in 
spite of his being so angry, or 1 sliould have 
gone on talking to him, only that there were 
still others among the dead whom 1 desired to 
see, 

7568/ “Then I saw Minos son of Jove with 
his golden sceptre in his hand sitting in judge- 
ment on the dead, and the gliosts were gath- 
ered sitting and standing round him in the 
spacious house of Hades, to learn his sentences 
uprjn them. 

[572] “After him I saw huge Orion in a 
meadow full of asphodel driving the ghosts of 
the wild beasts that he had killed upon the 
mountains, and he had a gieat bronze club in 
his hand, unbreakable for ever and ever. 

7576 7 “And I sawTityus son of Gaia stretched 
upon the plain and covering some nine acres 
of ground. Two vultures on either side of him 
were digging their beaks into his liver, and he 
kept on trying to beat them off with his hands, 
but could not; for he had viol^ited Jove's mis- 
tress Leto as she was going through Panopeus 
on her way to Pytho. ^ 

75827 “I saw also the dreadfql fate of Tanta- 
lus, who stood in a lake that re^iched his chin; 
he was dying to quench his thirst, hut could 
never reach the water, for whenever the poor 
creature stooped to drink, it dried up and van- 
ished, so that there was nothing but dry ground 
—parched by the spite of heaven. There were 
tat trees, moreover, that shed their fruit over 
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his head— pears, pomegranates, apples, sweet 
figs and juicy olives, but whenever the poor 
creature stretched out his hand to take some, 
the wind tossed the branches back again to 
die clouds. 

[593] ‘^And I saw Sisyphus at his endless 
task raising his prodigious stone with both his 
hands. With hands and feet he tried to roll it 
up to the top of the hill, but always, just before 
he could roll it over on to the other side, its 
weight would be too much for him, and the 
pitiless stone would come thundering down 
again on to the plain. Tlien he would begin 
trying to push it up hill again, and the sweat 
ran off him and the steam rose after him. 

[601] *V\fter him 1 saw mighty Hercules, 
but it was his phantom only, for he is feasting 
ever with the immortal gods, and has lovely 
Hebe to wife, who is daughter of Jove and 
Juno. 7 'hc ghosts were screaming round him 
like scared birds flying all whithers. I Ic looked 
black as night with his bare bow in his hands 
and his arrow on the string, glaring around as 
though ever on th#^ point of taking aim. About 
his breast there was a wondrous golden belt 
adorned in the most marvellous fashion with 
bears, wild boars, and lions with gleaming 
eyes; there was also war, battle, and death. The 
man who made that belt, do wdiat he might, 
would nevei be able to make another like it. 
llercides knew me at once when he saw me, 
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and spoke piteously, saying, *My poor Ulysses, 
noble son of Laertes, are you too leading the 
same sorry kind of life that 1 did when I was 
above ground? I was son of Jove, but I went 
through an infinity of suffering, for 1 became 
lx)ndsman to one w^ho was far beneath me— a 
low' fellow who set me all manner of labours. 
He once sent me here to fetch the hell hound 
—for he did not think he could find anything 
harder for me than this, but I got the hound 
out of Hades and brought him to him, for 
Mercury and Minen'a helped me.' 

[627/ “On this Hercules went down again 
into the house of I lades, but I stayed where I 
W'as in case some other of the mighty dead 
should come to me. And I should have seen 
still other of tliem that are gone before, whom 
I w ould fain have seen— Theseus and Pirithous 
—glorious children of the gods, but so many 
thousands of ghosts came round me and ut- 
tered such appalling cries, that I was panic 
stricken lest Praseq>ine should send up from 
the house of Hades the head of that awful 
monster Gorgon. On this I hastened back to 
my sliip and ordered my men to go on board at 
once and loose the hawsers; so they embarked 
and took their places, whereon the ship went 
down the stream of the river Oceanus. VVe had 
to row at first, but piescntly a fair wind sprang 
up. 
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*‘ after we were clear of the river Oceanus, 

/\ and had got out into the open sea^ wt 
\, went on till we reached the /Ea^an 
island where there is dawn and sunrise as in 
other places. We then drew our ship on to the 
sands and got out of her on to the shore, where 
we went to sleep and waited till day should 
break. 

[8] *‘Then, when the child of morning, rosy- 
fingcred Dawn, appeared, I sent some men to 
Circc^s house to fetch the bodv of Elpenor. We 
cut firewood from a wwd where the headland 
jutted out into the sea, and after we had wept 
over him and lamented him we performed his 
funeral rites. When his body and armour had 
been burned to ashes, we raised a cairn, set a 
stone over it, and at the top of the cairn we 
fixed the oar that he had been used to row with. 

[i6] While we were doing all this, Circe, 
who knew that we had got back from the house 
of Hades, dressed herself and came to us as 
fast as she could; and her maid servants came 
with her bringing us bread, meat, and wine. 
Then she stood in the midst of us and said, 
Tou have done a bold thing in going down 
alive to the house of Hades, and you will have 
died twice, to other people’s once; now, then, 
stay here for the rest of the day, feast your fill, 
and go on with your voyage at daybreak to- 
morrow morning. In the meantime 1 will tell 
Ulysses about your course, and will ex]^lain 
everything to him so as to prevent your suffer- 
ing from misadventure either by land or sea.' 

[28] “We agreed to do as she had said, and 
feasted through the livelong day to the going 
down of the sun, but when the sun had set 
and it came on dark, the men laid thern5»tdves 
down to sleep by the stern cables of the ship. 
Then Circe took me by the hand and bade me 
be seated away from the others, while she re- 
clined by my side and asked me all about our 
adventures. 

/377 So far so good,' said she, when I had 
ended my story, 'and now pay attention to 
what I am about to tell you— heaven itself, in- 
deed, will recall it to your recollection. First 


you will come to the Sirens who enchant all 
who come near them. If any one unwarily 
draws in too close and hears tlic singing of the 
Sirens, his w'ite and children will never wel- 
come him home again, for they^ sit in a green 
field and waiblc him to death with the sweet- 
ness of their song. There is a great heap of dead 
men's bones lying all around, with the flesh 
still rotting off them, 'lliercfore pass tliese 
Sirens by, and stop your men's cars with wax 
that none of them may hear; but if you like 
you can listen yourself, for you may get the 
men to bind you as you stand upriglit on a 
cross piece half way up the mast, and they 
must lash the rope's ends to the mast itself, that 
vou may have the ph’asure of listening. If you 
teg and pray the men to unloose you, then 
they must bind you f.istcr. 

[55] “‘When your crew have taken you 
past these Sirens, I cannot give you coherent 
directions as to which of two g^urses you are to 
take; 1 will lay the two alternatives before you, 
and you must consider them for yourself. On 
the one hand there are some overhanging rocks 
against which the deep blue waves of Am- 
phitnte beat with tenific fury; the blessed gods 
call these rocks the Wandeiers. Here not even 
a bird may pass, no, not even the timid doves 
that bring ambrosia to Father Jove, hut the 
sheer rock always carries off one ol them, and 
Father Jove has to send another to make up 
their number, no ship that ever yet came to 
these rocks has got away again, but the waves 
and whirlwinds of fire are freighted w'ith wreck- 
age and with the bodies of dead men. '1 he only 
vessel that ever sailed and got through, was 
the famous Argo on her way fVorn ihc house 
of /Fetes, and she too would have gone against 
these great rocks, only that Juho piloted her 
past them for the love she bore to Jason. 

[73] ‘Of these two rocks the one reaches 
heaven and its peak is lost in a dark cloud. 
This never leaves it, so that the top is never 
clear not even in summer and early autumn. 
No man though he had twenty hands and 
twenty feet could get a foothold on it and climb 
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it, for it runs sheer up, as smooth as thmigh 
it had been polished. In the middle of it there 
is a large cavern, looking West and turned 
towards Erebus; you must take your ship this 
way, hut the cave is so high up that not even 
the stoutest archer could send an arrow into it. 
Inside it Scylla sits and yelps with a voice that 
oil might take to he that of a young hound, 
lit in truth she is a dreadful monster and no 
one—not even a god—could face her without 
being terror-struck. She has twelve mis-shapen 
feet, and six necks of the most prodigious 
length; and at the end of each neck she has a 
frightful head with three rows of teeth in 
each, all set very close together, so that they 
would crunch any one to death in a moment, 
and she sits deep within her shady cell thrust- 
ing out her heads and peering all round the 
rock, fishing for dolphins or dogfish or any 
larger monster that she can catch, of the thou- 
sands with which Amphitrite teems. No ship 
ever yet got past her without losing some men, 
for she shoots out all her heads at once, and 
carri(\s off <i man in each mouth 
[loi] “‘You will find the other rocks lie 
lower, but they are so close together that there 
is not more than a bowshot betw^cen them. 
[A largo fig tree in lull leaf grows upon it], and 
under it lies the sucking whirlpool of Charyb- 
dis. 1 lircc tinn?s in the d<iy docs she vomit forth 
her wateis, and three times she sucks them 
down again; sec that you he not there when 
she is sucking, for if you arc, Neptune himself 
could not save you; you must hug the Scylla 
side and drive your ship by as fast as you can, 
for you had better lose six men than your 
whole crew.’ 

[ill] “ ‘Is there no way,’ said I, ‘of escaping 
Charyhdis, and at the same time keeping Scylla 
off when she is trying to hami my men?’ 

[i j sJ “ ‘You daic-dcvil,’ replied the goddess, 
‘you arc always wanting to fight somebody or 
something; you will not let yourself be beaten 
even by the immortals. For Scylla is not mortal; 
moreover she is savage, extreme, rude, cruel 
and invincible. There is no help for it; your 
best chance will be to get by her as fast as 
ever you can, for if you dawdle about her rock 
while )0u are putting on your armour, she may 
catch vou with a second cast of her six heads, 
and snap up another half dozen of your men; 
so drive your ship past her at full speed, and 
roar out lustily to Crataiis who is Scylla’s dam, 
bad luck to her; she will then stop her from 
making a second raid upon you. 

[i2.y] “ ‘You will now come to theThrinadan 


island, and here you will see many herds of 
cattle and flocks of sheep belonging to the sun- 
god— seven herds of cattle and seven flocks of 
sheep, with fifty head in each flock. They do 
not breed, nor do they become fewer in num- 
ber, and they are tended by the goddesses 
Pha^thusa and Larnpctic, who arc children of 
the sun god 1 Ivperion by Neaera. Their mother 
when she had borne them and had done suck- 
ling them sent them to the Thrinacian island, 
which was a long way off, to live there and 
look after their father’s flocks and herds. If you 
leave these flocks unharmed, and think of noth- 
ing hut getting home, you may yet after much 
hardship reach Ithaca; but if you harm them, 
then 1 forewarn you of the destruction both of 
your ship and of your comrades; and even 
though you may yourself escape, you will re- 
turn late, in bad plight, after losing all your 
men.* 

[142] “I lere she ended, and dawn enthroned 
in gold began to show in heaven, whereon she 
returned inland. I then went on hoard and told 
my men to loose the ship from her moorings; 
so they at once got into her, took their places, 
and l)egan to smite the grey sea with their oars. 
Presently the great and running goddess Circe 
befriended us with a fair wind that blew dead 
aft, and stayed steadily with us, keeping our 
sails well filled, so wc did whatever wanted 
doing to the ship’s gear, and let her go as wind 
and helmsman headed her. 

/153] “1 hen, being much troubled in mind, 
1 said to my men, ‘My fiicnds, it is not right 
that one or two of us alone should know the 
prophecies that Circe has made me, I will 
therefore tell you about them, so that whether 
we live or die vve may do so with our eyes open. 
First she said we were to keep clear of the 
Sirens, who sit and sing most beautifully in a 
field of flowers; but she said I might hear them 
myself so long as no one else did. Therefore, 
take me and hind me to the crosspiece half way 
up the mast; bind me as I stand upright, with 
a bond so fast that I cannot possibly break 
away, and lash the rope’s ends to the mast it- 
sell . If I beg and pray you to set me free, then 
hind me more tightly still.’ 

[16^] “I had har(ily finished telling ev'cry- 
thing to the men before wc reached the island 
of the two Sirens, for the wind had been very 
favourable. Then all of a sudden it fell dead 
calm; there was not a breath of wind nor a 
ripple upon the water, so the men furled the 
sails and stowed them; then taking to their oars 
they whitened the water with the foam they 
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raised in rowing. Meanwhile I look a large 
wheel of wax and cut it up small with my 
sword. TTien I kneaded the wax in my strong 
hands till it became soft, which it soon did be- 
tw^een the kneading and the rays of the sun- 
god son of Hyperion. Then 1 stopped the ears 
of all my men, and they bound me hands and 
feet to the mast ns I stood upright on the cross- 
piece; but they went on rowing themselves. 
When we had got within earshot of the land, 
and the ship was going at a good rate, the 
Sirens saw that we were getting in shore and 
began widi their singing. 

[1S4] 'Come here,' they sang, renowned 
Ulysses, honour to the Achaean name, and lis- 
ten to our two voices. No one ever sailed past 
us without staying to hear the enchanting 
sweetness of our song—and he who listens will 
go on his way not only charmed, but wiser, for 
wc know all the ills that the gods laid upon the 
Argives and Trojans before Troy, and can tell 
you everything that is going to happen over the 
whole world.* 

[192] “They sang these words most musi- 
cally, and as I longed to hear them further I 
made signs by frowning to my men that they 
should set me free; but they quickened their 
stroke, and Eurylochus and Perimedes bound 
me with still stronger bonds till we had got 
out of hearing of the Sirens* voices. Tlien my 
men took the wax from their ears and unbound 
me, 

[201] “Immediately after we had got ,past 
the island I saw a great wave from which 
spiay was rising, and I heard a loud roaring 
sound. The men were so frightened that they 
loosed hold of their oars, lor the whole sea re- 
sounded with the rushing of the waters, but the 
ship stayed where it was, for the men had left 
olf rowing. I went round, therefore, and ex- 
horted them man by man not to lose heart, 

[ 208 ] “ ‘My friends,’ said I, ‘this is not the 
first time that w'e have been in danger, and we 
are in nothing like so bad a case as when the 
Cyclops shut us up in his cave; nevertheless, 
my courage and wise counsel saved us then, 
and we shall live to look back on all this as W'ell. 
Now, therefore, let us all do as I say, trust in 
Jove and row on with might and main. As for 
you, coxswain, these are your orders; attend to 
them, for the ship is in your hands; turn her 
head away from these steaming rapids and hug 
the rork, or she will give you the slip and be 
over yonder bclore you know where you are, 
and you will be the death of us.' 

[222] “So they did as I told them; but I 


said nothing about the awful monster Scylla, 
for I knew me men would not go on rowing if 
I did, but would huddle together in the hold. 
In one thing only did I disobey Circe's strict 
instructions— I put on my armour. Then seiz- 
ing two strong spears I took my stand on the 
ship s bows, for it w’^as there that I expected first 
to see the monster of the rock, who was to do 
my men so much harm; but 1 could not make 
her out anywhere, thougli I strained my eyes 
with looking the gloomy rock all over and over. 

[234] “Th en wc entered the Straits in great 
fear of mind, for on the one hand was Scylla, 
and on the other dread Charybdis kept sucking 
up the salt water. As she vomited it up, it was 
like the water in a cauldron when it is boiling 
over upon a great fire, and the spray reached 
the top of the rocks on cither side. When she 
began to suck again, w’e could see the water 
all inside whirling round and round, and it 
made a deafening sound as it broke against the 
rocks. Wc could see the bottom of the whirl- 
pool all black with sand and mud, and the men 
were at their wit’s ends for fear. While we were 
taken up wnth this, and were expecting each 
moment to be our last, Scylla pounced down 
suddenly upon us and snatched up my six best 
men. I was looking at once after both ship and 
men, and in a moment 1 .saw their hands and 
feet ever so high above me, struggling in the 
air as Scylla was carrying ’^hem oil, and 1 
heard them call out my name in one last de- 
spairing cry. As a fisherman, seated, spear in 
hand, upon some jutling rock throws bait into 
the water to deceive the poor little fishes, and 
spears them woth the ox’s horn with which 
his spear is shod, throwing them gasping on to 
the land as he catches them one by one— even 
so did Scylla land these panting creatures on 
her rock and munch them up at the mouth of 
her den, while they screamed and stretched out 
their hands to me in their mortal agony. 1 his 
w'as the most sickening sight that I saw through- 
out all mv voyages. 

[260] ^‘When we had passed the fWander- 
iiig] rocks, with Scylla and tercihlc Charybdis, 
we reached the noble island if the sun god, 
where were the goodly cattles and sheep be- 
longing to the sun Hyperion. \Vhilc still at sea 
in my ship I could hear the Cattle lowing as 
they came home to the yards,’ and the sheep 
bleating. Then I rememDered what the blind 
Theban prophet Tciresias had told me, and 
hew carefully yEcean Circe had warned me to 
shun the island of the blessed sun-god. So be- 
ing much troubled I said to the men, ‘My men, 
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I know you are hard pressed, but listen while 
I tell you the prophe^ that Teiresias made me, 
and how carefully i^aean Circe warned me to 
shun the island of the blessed sun-god, for it 
was here, she said, that our worst danger would 
lie. Head the ship, therefore, away from the 
island.' 

[277] “The men were in despair at this, and 
Eurylochus at once gave me an insolent an- 
swer. Xllysses,' said he, 'you are cruel; you are 
very strong yourself and never get worn out; 
you seem to be made of iron, and now, though 
your men are exhausted with toil and want of 
sleep, you will not let them land and cook 
themselves a good supper upon this island, but 
bid them put out to sea and go faring fruit- 
lessly on through the watches of the Hying 
night. It is by night that the winds blow' hard- 
est and do so much damage; how can we escape 
should one of those sudden squalls spring up 
from South West or West, which so often 
UTCck a vessel when our lords the gods are 
un propitious? Now, therefore, let us obey the 
heliests of night uud p.i(‘nare our supper here 
hard by the shi]i; to-morrow morning we will 
go on hoard again and put out to sea/ 

f'^ 94 ] ‘Thus spoke Eurylochus, and the men 
approved his words. 1 saw that heaven meant 
us a mischief and said, ‘You force me to yield, 
for you are many against one, but at any rate 
each one of you must take his solemn oath that 
if he meet w'ith a herd of cattle or a large flock 
of sheep, he will not be so mad as to kill a single 
head of cither, but will be satisfied wdth the 
food that Circe has given us.' 

f^o^] “They all swore as I bade them, and 
when they had completed their oath we made 
the ship fast in a harbour that was near a 
stream of fresh water, and the men went ashore 
and cooked their suppers. As soon as they had 
had enough to cat and drink, they began talk- 
ing about their poor comrades whom Scylla 
had snatched up and eaten; this set them weep- 
ing, and they went on crying till they fell off 
into a sound sleep. 

[^12] “In the third watch of the night when 
the stars had shifted their places, Jove raised a 
great gale of wind that blew a hurricane so 
that land and sea were covered with thick 
clouds, and night sprang forth out of the heav- 
ens. When the child of morning, rosy-fingcred 
Dawn, appeared, wc brought the ship to land 
and drew her into a cave wherein the sea- 
nymphs hold their courts and dances, and I 
called the men together in council. 

[^20] “'My friends,' said I, 'we have meat 


and drink in the ship, let us mind, therefore, 
and not touch the cattle, or wc shall suffer for 
it; for these cattle and sheep belong to the 
mighty sun, who sees and gives ear to every- 
thing.' And again they promised that they 
would obey. 

[^2<y] “For a whole month the wind blew 
steadily from the South, and there was no other 
wind, but only South and East. As long as corn 
and wine held out the men did not touch the 
cattle when they were hungry; when, how- 
ever, they had eaten all there was in the ship, 
they w'ere forced to go further afield, fishing 
with hook and line, catching birds, and taking 
whatever they could lay their hands on; for 
they were starving. One day, therefore, I went 
up inland that I might pray heaven to show 
me some means of getting away. When I had 
gone far enough to he clear of all my men, and 
had found a place that was well sheltered from 
the wind, 1 washed my hands and prayed to 
all the gods in Olympus till by and by they 
sent me off into a sweet sleep. 

[339] “Meanwhile Eurylochus liad been giv- 
ing evil counsel to the men, ‘Listen to me,’ 
said he, 'my poor comrades. All deaths are bad 
enough, but there is none $0 bad as famine. 
Why should not we drive in the best of these 
cows and offer them in sacrifice to the immortal 
gods? If wc ever get hack to Ithaca, we can 
build a fine temple to the sun-god and enrich 
it with every kind of ornament; if, however, 
he is determined to sink our ship out of revenge 
for these horned cattle, and the other gods are 
of the same mind, I for one would rather drink 
salt water once for all and have done with it, 
than he starved to death by inches in such a 
desert island as this is/ 

[352] “Thus spoke Eurylochus, and the men 
approved his words. Now the cattle, so fair 
and goodly, were feeding not far from the 
ship; the men, therefore, drove in the best of 

them, and they all stood round them saying 
their prayers, and using young oak-shoots in- 
stead of harlcy-meal, for there was no barley 
left. When they had done praying they killed 
the cows and dressed their carcasses; they cut 
out the thigh hones, wrapped them round in 
two layers of fat, and set some pieces of raw 
meat on the top of them. They had no wine 
with which to make drink offerings over the 
sacrifice while it was cooking, so thev kept 
pouring on a little water from time 10 time, 
while the inward meats were being grilled; 

then, when the thigh bones w^ere burned and 
they had tasted the inward meats, they cut the 
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rest up small and put the pieces upon the spits. 

[^66] '‘By this time my deep sleep had left 
me, and I turned back to the ship and to the 
sea shore. As I drew near I began to smell hot 
roast meat, so I groaned out a prayer to the im- 
mortal gods. ‘Father Jove,' I exclaimed, ‘and all 
you other gods who live in everlasting bliss, 
you have done me a cruel mischiet by the sleep 
into which you have sent me: see what fine 
work these men of mine have been making in 
my absence.’ 

[374/ "Meanwhile Lampetie went straight 
off to the sun and told him wc had been killing 
his cows, whereon he flew into a great rage, 
and said to the immoitals, ‘Father Jove, and all 
you other gods who live in everlasting bliss, I 
must have vengeance on the crew of Ulysses 
ship: they have had the insolence to kill my 
cows, which were the one thing I loved to look 
uix)n, whether I wms going up heaven or dowm 
again. If they do not square accounts with me 
about my cows, 1 will go down to Hades and 
shine there among the dead.’ 

[3^4] ** ‘Sun,’ said Jove, ‘go on shining upon 
us gods and upon mankind over the fruitful 
earth. I will shiver their ship into little pieces 
with a bolt of white lightning as soon as they 
get out to sea.’ 

[^89] "1 was told all this by Calypso, who 
said she had heard it from the mouth of Mer- 
cury. 

[39^] soon as I got down to my ship 
and to the sea shore I rebuked eadi one of the 
men separately, but we txiuld see no way out 
of it, for the cows were dead already. And in- 
deed the gods began at once to show signs and 
wonders among us, for the hides of the cattle 
crawded about, and the joints upon the spits 
began to low like cows, and the meat, whether 
cooked or raw, kept on making a noise just as 
cows do. 

1 397] “For six days my men kept driving in 
the best cows and feasting upon them, but 
when Jove the son of Saturn had added a 
seventh day, the fury ot the gale abated; we 
therefore went on board, raised our masts, 
spread sail, and put out to sea. As soon as wc 
were well away from the island, and could see 
nothing but sky and sea, the son of Saturn 
raised a black cloud over our ship, and the sea 
grew dark beneath it. We did not get on much 
further, for in another moment we were caught 
by a terrific squall from the West that snapped 
the forestays of the mast so that it fell aft, 
while all the ship’s gear tumbled about at the 
bottom of the vessel. The mast fell upon the 


head of the helmsman in the ship’s stern, so 
that the bones of his head were crushed to 
pieces, and he fell overboard as though he were 
diving, with no more life left in him. 

[41s] “Then Jove let fly with his thunder- 
bolts, and the ship went round and round, 
and w^as filled with fire and brimstone as the 
lightning struck it. lire men all fell into the 
sea; they were carried about in the water round 
the ship, looking like so many sea gulls, but the 
god presently deprived them of all chance of 
getting home again. 

[420 ] “1 stuck to the ship till the sea knocked 
her sides from her keel (which drifted about 
by itself) and struck the mast out of her in 
the direction of the keel; Imt there was a back- 
stay of stout ox-thong still hanging about it, 
and with this I lashed the mast and keel to- 
gether, and getting astride of them was car- 
ried wherever the winds chose to take me. 

[426] ‘‘[The gale from the West had now 
spent its force, and the wind got into the South 
again, which frightened me lest I should be 
taken hack to the terrible whirlpool of Charyb- 
dis. 1 his indeed w^as what actually happened, 
for I w'as borne along by the waves all night, 
and by sunrise had reached the rock of Scylla, 
and the w'hirlpool. She was then sucking down 
the salt sea water, ])ut T was earned aloft to- 
ward the fig tree, which 1 caught hold of and 
clung on to like a bat. 1 coulinot plant my feet 
anywhere so as to stand securely, for the roots 
were a long way off and the boughs that over- 
shadowed the whole pool were too high, too 
vast, and too far apart for me to reach them; 
so I hung patiently on, waiting till the pool 
should discharge my mast and raft again— and 
a very long while it .seemed. A juryman is not 
more glad to get home to supper, after having 
been Tong detained in court by troublcsfime 
cases, than I was to see my raft beginning to 
work its way out of the whirlpool again. At 
last I let go with my hands and feet, and fell 
heavily into the sea, hard by my raft on to 
which I then got, and began to row^ with my 
hands. As for Scylla, the fatlier of gods and 
men would not let her get furtljier sight of mo- 
otherwise 1 should have certainly been lost.] 

[447] “Hence I was carried along for nine 
days till on the tenth night tfie gods stranded 
me on the Ogygian island, where dwells the 
great and powerful goddess Calypso. She took 
me in and was kind to me, but I need say no 
more about this, for I told you and your noble 
w'ife all about it yesterday, and I hate saying 
the same thing over and over again.” 
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T hus did he speak, and they all held their 
peace throughout the covered cloister, 
enthralled by the charm of his story, till 
presently Alcinous began to speak. 

“Ulysses," said he, “now that you have 
reached my house I doubt not you will get 
home vvithiKit further misadventure no matter 
how much you have sulTered in the past. To 
you others, however, who come here night 
after night to drink my choicest wine and lis- 
ten to mv hard, I would insist as follows. 
Our guest has already packed up the clothes, 
wrought gold, and other valuables which you 
have brought for his acceptance; let us now, 
tliciefoic, present him further, each one of us, 
with .1 large tripod and a cauldron. Wc will 
Tcciaip ourselves by the levy of a general rate; 
for private individuals cannot bo expected to 
bear the burden of such a liandsome present." 

[ j 6 ] I:\ery one approved of this, and then 
they went home to bed each in his own cabodc. 
U^hen the child of morning, rosy-fingered 
Dawn, appeared, they hurried down to the ship 
and brought their caiildions with them. Alcin- 
ous went on Ixiard and saw everything so se- 
curely stowed under the ship’s benches that 
nothing could break adrift and injure the row- 
ers. Then they went to the house of Alcinous 
to get dinner, and he sacrificed a bull for them 
in honour of Jove who is the lord of all. They 
set the steaks to grill and made an exxcllent din- 
ner, after which the inspired hard, Deinodocus, 
who was a favourite with every one, s;ing to 
them; but Ulysses kept on turning his eyes to- 
wards the sun, as though to hasten his setting, 
for he was longing to he on his way. As one 
who has been all cV.iy ploughing a fallow field 
with a couple of oxen keeps thinking about his 
supper and is glad when night comes that he 
may go and get it, for it is all his legs can do to 
ca’-ry him, even so did Ulysses rejoice W'hcii 
the sun went down, and he at once said to the 
Phaiacians, addressing himself more particu- 
larly to King Alcinous; 

[^S] “Sir, and all of you, farcwxll. Make 
your drink-offerings and send me on my way 


rejoicing, for you have fulfilled my heart’s de- 
sire by giving me an escort, and making me 
presents, wdiich heaven grant that I may turn 
to good account; may 1 find my admirable wife 
living in peace among friends, and may you 
whom I leave behind me give satisfaction to 
your wives and children; may heaven vouch- 
safe you every good grace, and may no evil 
thing come among your people." 

[47] Thus did he speak. His hearers all of 
them approved his saying and agreed that he 
should have his escort inasmuch as he had 
spoken reasonably. Alcinous therefore said to 
his servant, “Pontonous, mix some wine and 
hand it round to ev erybody, that we may offer 
a praver to father Jove, and speed our guest 
upon his way." 

[53] Pontonous mixed the wine and handed 
it to every one in turn; the others each from 
his own scat made a drink-offering to the 
blessed gods that live in heaven, but Ulysses 
rose and placed the double cup in the hands 
of queen Arete. 

[59] '‘Parewell, queen," said he, “hencefor- 
w'ard and for ever, till age and death, the com- 
mon lot of mankind, lav their hands upon you. 
1 now take my leave; be happy in this house 
with vour children, your people, and with king 
Alcinous." 

[ 6 ^] As he spoke he crossed the threshold, 
and Alcinous sent a man to conduct him to his 
ship and to the sea shore. Arete also sent some 
maid serv^ants with him— one with a clean shirt 
and cloak, another to carr\^ his strong-box, and 
a third with corn and wine. When they got 
to the water side the crew^ took these things and 
put them on board, with all the meat and 
driiik; hut for Ulvsses they spread a rug and a 
linen sheet on deck that he might sleep soundly 
in the stern of the ship. Then he too w'cnt on 
board and lay down without a w^ord, but the 
crew took every man his place and loosed the 
hawser from the pierced stone to W'hich it had 
been bound. Thereon, when they began row- 
ing out to sea, Ulysses fell into a deep, sweet, 
and almost deathlike slumber. 
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[8i] The ship bounded forward on her way 
as a four in hand chariot flies over the course 
when the horses feel the whip, tier prow cur- 
veted as it were the neck of a stallion, and a 
great wave of dark blue water seethed in her 
wake. She held steadily on her course, and 
even a falcon, swiftest of all birds, could not 
have kept pace with her. Thus, then, she cut 
her way through the water, carrying one who 
was as cunning as the gods, but who was now 
sleeping peacefully, forgetful of all that he had 
suffered both on the field of battle and by the 
waves of the weary sea. 

[93] When the bright star that heralds the 
approach of dawn began to show the ship drew 
near to land. Now there is in Ithaca a haven of 
the old merman Phorcys, which lies between 
two points that break the line of the sea and 
shut the harbour in. These shelter it from the 
storms of wind and sea that rage outside, so 
thatj when once within it, a ship may lie with- 
out being even moored. At the head of this 
harbour there is a large olive tree, and at no 
great distance a fine overarching cavern sacred 
to the nymphs who are called Naiads. There 
are mixing-bowls within it and wine-jars of 
stone, and the bees hive there. Moreover, there 
are great looms of stone on which the nymphs 
weave their robes of sea purple— very curious 
to see— and at all times there is water within it. 
It has two entrances, one facing North by 
which mortals can go down into the cave, while 
the other comes from the South and is more 
mysterious; mortals cannot possibly get in by 
it, it is the way taken by the gods, 

[ii^J Into this harbour, then, they took their 
ship, for they knew the place. She had so much 
way upon her that she ran half her own length 
on to the shore; when, however, they had 
landed, the first thing they did was to lift Ulys- 
ses with his rug and linen sheet out of the ship, 
and lay him down upon the sand still fast 
asleep. Then they took out the presents which 
Minerva had persuaded the Phjeacians to give 
him when he was setting out on his voyage 
homewards. They put these all together by the 
root of the olive tree, away from the road, for 
fear some passer by might come and steal them 
before Ulysses awoke; and then they made the 
best of their way home again. 

[12s] But Neptune did not forget the threats 
with which he had already threatened Ulysses, 
so he took counsel with Jove. *Tather Jove,'* 
said he, ''I shall no longer be held in any sort of 
respect among you gods, if mortals like the 
Phasaaans, who are my own flesh and blood, 


show such small regard for me, I saidi wouldlet 
Ulysses get home when he had suffered suffi- 
ciently. I did not say that he should never get 
home at all, for I knew you had already nodcied 
your head about it, and promised that he should 
do so; but now they have brought him in a ship 
fast asleep and have landed him in Ithaca after 
loading him with more magnificent presents of 
bronze, gold, and raiment than he would ever 
have brought back from Troy, if he had had his 
share of the spoil and got home without mis- 
adventure.” 

[139] And Jove answered, ^'What, O Lord 
of the Earthquake, are you talking about? The 
gods are by no means wanting in respect for 
you. It would be monstrous were they to insult 
one so old and honoured as )'(m are. As regards 
mortals, however, if any of them is indulging 
in insolence and treating you disrespectfully, it 
will always rest with yourself to deal with him as 
you may think pre^per, so do just as you please.” 

[146] "I should have done so at once,” re- 
plied Neptune, “if I were not anxious to avoid 
anything that might displease you; now, there- 
fore, I should like to wreck the Phicacian ship 
as it is returning from its escort. This will stop 
them from escorting people in future; and I 
should also like to bury their city under a huge 
mountain.” 

[^53] '‘My good friend,” answered Jove, '1 
should recommend you at ttic very moment 
when the people from the city are watching the 
ship on her way, to turn it into a rock near the 
land and looking like a ship. This will astonish 
cverylxxly, and you can then bury their city 
under the mountain.” 

[159] When carth-encircling Neptune heard 
this he went to Schciia where the Phaeacians 
live, and stayed there till the ship, which was 
making rapid way, had got close in. Then he 
went up to it, turned it into stone, and drove it 
down with the flat of his hand so as to root it 
in the ground. After this he went away. 

[j6^] The Phaeacians then began talking 
among themselves, and one would turn towards 
his neighbour, saying, “Bless niy heart, who is 
it that can have rooted the slug in the sea just 
as she was getting into port? Vyc could see the 
whole of her only a moment ag 4 -^* 

[lyo] This was how they tilked, but they 
knew nothing about it; and Alcinous said, i 
remember now the old prophecy of my father. 
He said that Neptune would he angry with us 
for taking every one so safely over the sea, and 
WO’ild one day wreck a Phacacian ship as it was 
returning from an escort, and bury our city un- 
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Jer a high mountain, Tliis was what my old fa- 
ther used to say, and now it is all coming true. 
Now therefore let us all do as I say; in the first 
place we must leave olf giving people escorts 
when they come here, and in the next let us 
sacrifice tw^elve picked bulls to Neptune that 
he may have mercy upon us, and not hury our 
city under the high mountain.” When the peo- 
ple heard this they were afraid and got ready 
the bulls. 

[i 8 ^] Thus did the chiefs and rulers of the 
Plueacians pray to king Neptune, standing 
round his altar; and at the same time Ulysses 
woke up once more upon his own soil. He had 
been so long away that he did not know it 
again; moreover, Jove’s daughter Minerva had 
made it a foggy day, so that people might not 
know of his having come, and that she might 
tell him everything without either his wife or 
his fellow citizens and friends recognizing him 
until he had taken his revenge upon the wicked 
suitors. Everything, therefore, seemed quite 
different to him— the long straight tracks, the 
harbours, the pr''cipi.^<„i>, and the goodly trees, 
aj^peared all changed as he startediip and looked 
upon his native land. So he smote his thighs 
with the fiat of his hands and cried aloud de- 
spairingly. 

[200] ”Alas,” he exclaimed, ^'among what 
manner of people am I fallen? Arc they savage 
and uncivilized or hospitable and humane? 
Where shall I put all this treasure, and which 
way shall I go? I wish I had staved over there 
with the Phaeacians; or 1 could have gone to 
some other great chief who would have been 
good to me and given me an eseoit. As it is I 
clo not know where to put my treasure, and I 
cannot leave it here for fear somebody else 
sliOLild get hold of it. In good truth the chiefs 
and rulers of tlie Pha?acians have not been 
dealing fairly by me, and have left me in the 
wrong country; they said they would take me 
back to Ithaca and they have not done so: may 
Jove the protector of suppliants chastise them, 
lor he watches over everybody and punishes 
those who do wrong. Still, 1 suppose I must 
count my goods and see if the crew have gone 
oft with any of thcjn.” 

[ziy] He counted his goodly coppers and 
cauldrons, his gold and all his clothes, but there 
was nothing missing; still he kept grieving 
about not being in his own country, and wan- 
dered up and clown by the shore of the sound- 
ing sea bewailing his nard fate. Then Minerva 
came up to him disguised as a young shepherd 
of delicate and princely mien, with a good cloak 
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folded double about her shoulders; she had 
sandals on her comely feet and held a javelin 
in her hn::d. Ulysses was glad when he saw 
her, and went straight up to her. 

[22S ] '‘My friend,” said he, “you are the first 
person whom I have met with in this country; 
1 salute you, therefore, and beg you to be well 
disposed towards me. Protect these my goods, 
and myself too, for I embrace your knees and 
pray to you as though you were a god. Tell me, 
then, and tell me truly, what land and country 
is this? Who arc its inhabitants? Am 1 on an is- 
land, or is this the sea hoard of some continent?” 

J2367 Minerva answered, “Stranger, you 
must be very simple, or must have come from 
somewhere a long way off, not to know what 
country this is. It is a very celebrated place, and 
everybody knows it both East and West. It is 
rugged and not a good driving countr)^ but it 
is by no means a bad island for what there is of 
it. It grows any quantity of corn and also wine, 
for it is watered both by rain and dew; it breeds 
cattle also and goats; all kinds of timber grow 
here, and there arc watering places where the 
water ne\'er runs dry; so, sir, the name of Ithaca 
is known even as far as Troy, which I under- 
stand to be a long way otf from tlvis Achaean 
country.” 

[zso] Ulysses was glad at finding himself, 
as Minerva told him, in his own c()untr\\ and 
he began to answer, hut he did not speak the 
truth, and made up a lying story in the instinc- 
tive wilincss of his heart. 

72567 “I heard of Ithaca,” said he, “when I 
was in Crete ])cyond the seas, and now it seems 
I liave reached it with all these ticasurcs. I have 
left as much more behind me for my children, 
hut am flying because I killed Orsiloehus son 
of Idomcncus, the fleetest runner in Crete. I 
killed him hceausc he wanted to rob me of the 
spoils I had got from 1 rov with so much trou- 
ble and danger both on the field of battle and 
by the waves of the weary sea; he said I had 
not served his father loyally at Troy as vassal, 
hut had set mvself up as an independent uiler, 
so I lay in wait for him with one of my follow- 
ers by the road side, and speared him as he was 
coming into town from the country^ It was a 
very dark night and nolxKly saw us; it was not 
known, therefore, that I had killed him, but as 
soon as I had done so I W'cnt to a ship and l)e- 
sought the owners, who were Phoenicians, to 
take me on board and set me in Pylos or in Eli? 
where the Epeans rule, giving them as much 
sjx)il as satisfied them. They meant no guile, 
but the wind drove them off their course, and 
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we sailed on till we came hither by night. It 
was all we could do to get inside the harbour, 
and none of us said a word about supjxn- though 
vve wanted it badly, but wc all went on shore 
and lay down just as we were. I was very tired 
and fell asleep directly, so they ttx)k my goods 
out of the ship, and placed them Ixsidc me 
where I was lying upon the sand Then they 
sailed away to Sklonia, and I was left here in 
great distress of mind.'^ 

[zSy] Such was his story, but Minen^a smiled 
and caressed him with her hand. Then she took 
the form of a woman, fair, stately, and wise, 
“He must be indeed a shifty lying fellow,” said 
she, “who could sin]):iss you in all manner of 
craft even though ymi had a god ior your antag- 
onist. Dare-devil that you arc, full of guile, un- 
wearying in deceit, can vou not drop your tricks 
and your instinctive falsehood, even now that 
you are in your own country again? Wc w'ill 
say no more, however, about this, for we can 
both of us deceive upon occasion— you are the 
most accomplished counsellor and orator among 
all mankind, while I for diplomacy and sub- 
tlety have no equal among the gods. Did you 
not know Jove’s daughter Minerva— me, who 
have been ever with you, who kept watch over 
you in all your troubles, and wlio made the 
Phaeacians take so great a liking to you? And 
n(^w, again, I am come here to talk tilings over 
with you, and help you to hide the treasure T 
made the Phaeacians give y(ju; 1 want to tell 
you about the troubles that await you in your 
own house; vou have got to face tliem, but 'tell 
no one, neither man nor w'oman, that you have 
come home again. Bear everything, and put up 
wdth every man’s insolence, without a word,” 
[^ii] And Ulysses answered, “A man, god- 
dess. may know a great deal, but y(»ii are so 
constantly changing your appearance that when 
he meets you it is a hard matter for him to know 
whether it is you or n(3t. Phis much, however, 
I know' exceedingly w’cll; you were very kind 
to me as long as we Achacans were fighting be- 
fore 1 roy, hut from the day on w'hich w^e went 
on board ship after having sacked the city of 
Priam, and heaven dispersed us-- from that day, 
Minerva, 1 saw no more of you, and cannot ever 
remember your coming to my ship to help me 
in a difficulty; I had to wander on sick and sorry 
till the gods delivered me from evil and I reached 
the city of the Pha?acians, where you encour- 
aged me and took me into the town. And now', 
I beseech you in your father's name, tell me 
the truth, for I do not believe I am really back 
in Ithaca. I am in some other country and you 


are mocking me and deceiving me in all you 
have been saying. Tell me then truly, have I 
really got hack to my owm countiy?” 

[^- 9 ] “You are ahvays taking something of 
that sort into your licail,” icplicd Minerva, “and 
that is why 1 cannot desert you in your alllic- 
tion.s; you arc so plausible, shrewd, and shifty. 
Any one hut you i self on returning from so long 
a voyage would at once have gone home to sec 
his w'lfe and clnltlrcn. hut you do not seem to 
care about asking alter them or hearing any 
new's about them till you have exploited your 
W’ife, w’ho remains at home vainly grieving for 
you, and ha\ ing no peace night or day for the 
tears she sheds on vour behalf. As for rny not 
coming near you, I was never uneasy about you, 
for I was certain you would get back salely 
though you would lose all your men, and 1 did 
not wnsli to quarrel with my uncle Neptune, 
who never foigave vou for having blinded his 
<.on. I will now% hi)we\er, point out to you the 
lie of the land, and you wall then perhaps be- 
lieve me. 1 his is the haven ol the old ineiinan 
Phorcys, and here is the olne tree that glows 
at the head of it; [near it is the cave .sacred to 
the Naiads;] here too is the overarching cavern 
in w’hich you have offered many an acLCptahle 
hecatomb to the nyni])hs, and this is the wooded 
mountain Neritum.” 

[^$ 2 ] As she spoke the goddess dispersed 
the mist and the land appeared. Then Ulysses 
rejoiced at finding himself again in his own 
land, and kissed the bounteous soil; he lilted 
up his hands and prayed to the nymphs, say- 
ing, “Naiad nymphs, daughters of Jove, I made 
sure that I was never again to sec you, now 
therefore I greet you with all loving saluta- 
tions, and I will bring you olferings as in the 
old days, if Jove's redoubtable daughter will 
grant me life, and ])ring my son to immliood.” 

[ 362J “Take heart, and do not trouble your- 
self about that, ' rejoined Minerva, “let us 
rather set about stow'ing your things at once in 
the cave, wffiere they will be quite safe. Let us 
see how wc can best manage it all.’^ 

[^66] Therewith she w'cnt down into the 
cave to look for the safest hiding places, while 
Ulysses bnnight up all the treasure of gold, 
bronze, and good clothing which the Phaea- 
cians had given him. They stovyed everything 
carefully aw'av, and Minerva set a stone against 
the door of tfie cave. Then the two sat down 
by the root of the great olive, and consulted 
how to compass the destruction of the wicked 
suitors. 

[b75l “Ulysses/' said Minerva, "noble son 
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of Liertes, think how you can lay hands on 
these disreputable people who have been lord- 
ing it in your house tliese three years, courting 
your wife and making wedding presents to her, 
W'hile she does notliing but lament your ab- 
sence, giving hope and sending encouraging 
messages to every one of them, but meaning 
the very opposite of all she says/' 

[^Sz] And Ulysses answered, * 7 n good truth, 
goddess, it seems I should have come to much 
the same bad end in my own house as Aga- 
memnon did, if you had not given me such 
timely information. Advise me how I shall best 
avenge myself. Stand by my side and put your 
courage into my heart as on the day W'hen we 
loosed Troy's fair diadem from her brow, f lelp 
me now as you did then, and I will fight three 
hundred men, if you, goddess, will be with 
me." 

[393] "Trust me for that," said she, '1 will 
not lose sight of you when once we set about 
it, and I imagine that some of those who are 
devouring your substance wall then bespatter 
the pavement dwir blood and brains. I 
will begin by disguising you so that no human 
being shall kno\\’ you; I wall cover your body 
with wrinkles; you shall lose all your yellow 
hair; I wall clothe you in a garment that shall 
fill all w'ho sec it with loathing; I wall blear 
y(»ur fine eyes for you, and make )ou an un- 
seemly object in the sight of the suitors, of 
your wife, and of the son whom you left be- 
hind you. Then go at once to the swancherd 
who is in ch.irgc of your pigs; he has been al- 
ways wa'll affected tinvards you, and is devoted 
to Penelope and )our .son; you will find him 
feeding his pigs near the rock that is called 
Raven by the fountain Aretluisa, where they 


are fattening on beechmast and spring water 
after their manner. Stay with him and find out 
how things arc going, while 1 proceed to Sparta 
and see your son, who is wath Mcnelaus at 
Lacedaanon, where he has gone to try and find 
out whether you arc still alive." 

[416] “But why," said Ulysses, “did you not 
tell him, for you knew all about it? Did you 
want him too to go sailing about amid all kinds 
of hardship while others arc eating up his 
estate?" 

[4Z0] Minerva answered, “Nevermind about 
him, I sent him that he might be w'ell spoken 
of for having gone. Pie is in no sort of difficulty, 
hut is staying quite comfortably with Mene- 
laus, and is surrounded wdth abundance of 
every kind. The suitors have put out to sea 
and arc lying in wait for him, for they mean to 
kill him before he can get home. I do not much 
think they will succeed, but rather that some 
of those who arc now eating up your estate will 
first find a grave themselves." 

[4zg] As she spoke Miner\'a touched him 
with her wMnd and covered him with wrinkles, 
took awaiy all his yellow^ hair, and withered the 
flesh over his w^holc body; she bleared his eyes, 
which w^ere naturally very fine ones; she changed 
his clothes and threw an old rag of a wrap about 
him, and a tunic, tattered, filthy, and begrimed 
with smoke; she also gave him an undressed 
deer skin as an outer garment, and furnished 
him with a staff and a wallet all in holes, with 
a twisted thong for him to sling it over his 
shoulder. 

[439] When the pair had thus laid their 
plans they parted, and the goddess w’cnt straight 
to Laccda:mon to fetch Tclemachus. 
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U LYSSES now left the haven, and took jjiven me quite enough worries without that, 
the rough track up through the wooded lor I have lost the best of masters, and am in 
country and over the crest of the moun- continual grief on his account. 1 have to attend 
tain till he reached the place where Minerva swine for other people to eat, while he, if he 

had said that he would find the swineherd, yet lives to see the light of day, is starving in 

who was the most thrifty ser\'ant he had. He some distant land. Rut come inside, and when 
found him sitting in front of his hut, which you have had your fill of bread and wine, tell 

was by the yards that he had built on a site me where you come from, and all about your 

which could be seen from fai. He had made misfortunes.’* 

them spacious and fair to see, with a free run [48] On this the swineherd led the way into 
for the pigs all round them; he had built them the hut and hade him sit down. 1 Ic strewed a 

during his master s absence, of stones which he good thick bed of rushes u|xm the lloor, and on 

had gathered out of the ground, without saying the top of this he threw the shaggy chamois 

anything to Penelope or Lasrtes, and he had skin— a great thick one— on which lie used to 

fenced them on top with thorn bushes. Out- sleep by night. Ulysses was pleased at being 

side the yard he had run a strong fence of made thus welcome, and said “May Jove, sir, 

oaken posts, split, and set pretty close together, and the rest of the gods grant you your heart's 

while inside he had built twelve sties near one desire in return for the kind way in wdiich you 

another for the sows to lie in. There were fifty have received me." 

pigs wallowing in each sty, all of them breeding /55J To this you answered, O swanohcTcl 
sow's; but the boars slept outside and were Euma*us, “Strangci, tlumgh a^^still poorer man 

much fewer in number, for the suitors kept on should come here, it would not be right for me 

eating them, and the swineherd had to send to insult him, for all strangers and beggars are 

them the best he had continually. There w'ere from Jove. You must take what you can get 

three hundred and sixty boar pigs, and the and be thankful, for servants live in fear when 

herdsman’s four hounds, which were as fierce they have young lords for their rnastcis; and 

as wolves, slept always w'ith them. The swine- this is my misfortune now, for heaven has hin- 

herd was at that moment cutting out a pair of dered the return of him who would have been 

sandals from a good stout ox liide. Three of his always good to me and given me something of 

men were out herding the pigs in one place or my own— a house, a piece of land, a goc^d look- 

anothcr, and he had sent the fourth to town ing wife, and all else that a liberal master al- 

with a boar that he had been forced to send the low's a servant who has worked hard for him, 
suitors that they might sacrifice it and have and whose labour the gods have prospered as 
their fill of meat. they have mine in the situation which I hold. If 

/29J When the hounds saw' Ulysses they set my master had grown old here«he would have 
up a furious barking and flew at him, but lllys- done great things by me, but hf is gone, and I 

ses was cunning enough to sit down and loose wish that I Iclen's whole race ^'cre utterly de- 

his hold of the stick that he had in his hand: stroyed, for she has been the c^ath of many a 

still, he would have been torn by them in bis good man. It was this inattet that took my 

own homestead had not the swineherd dropped master to Ilius, the land of noble steeds, to fight 

his ox hide, nished full speed through the gate the IVojans in the cause of king Agamemnon." 

of the yard and driven the dogs olf by sliouting [yz] As he spoke he bound his girdle round 
and throwing stones at them. Then he said to him and went to the sties where the young 

Ulysses, “Old man, the dogs were likely to sucking pigs were penned. I le picked out two 

have made short work of you, and then you which he Drought hack with him and sacri- 

would have got me into trouble. "ITic gixls have ficed. He singed them, cut them up, and spitted 
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them; when the meat was cooked he brought 
it all in and set it before Ulysses, hot and still 
on the spit, whereon Ulysses sprinkled it over 
with white barley meal. The swineherd then 
mixed wine in a bowl of ivy- wood, and taking 
a seat opj)ositc Ulysses told him to begin, 

[So] “Fall to, stranger, “ said he, “on a dish 
of scivant’s pork. The fat pigs have to go to 
the suitors, who ear tlicm up without shame or 
scruple; but the blessed gods kjve not such 
shameful doings, and respect those who do 
what is lawful and right. Even the fierce free- 
booters who go raiding on other people’s land, 
and Jove gives them their spoil— even they, 
when they have filled their ships and got home 
again live conscience-stricken, and look fear- 
fully for judgement; but some god seems to 
have told these people that Ulysses is dead and 
gone; they w’ill not, therefore, go back to their 
own homes and make their ofiers of marriage 
in the usual way, but waste his estate hy force, 
without fear or stint. Not a day or night comes 
out of heaven, but ♦hev sacrifice not one victim 
nor tw’o only, and they take the run of his wine, 
for he w^as exceedingly rich. No other great 
man either in Ithaca or on the mainland is as 
rich as lie was: he had as much as twenty men 
put together. 1 will tell you what he had. llicre 
are t\velvc herds of cattle upon the mainland, 
and as many flocks of sheep, there are also 
twelve droves of pigs, while his own men and 
hired strangers feed him twelve widely spread- 
ing herds of goats. Here in Ithaca he ntns 
eleven large flocks of goats on the far end of 
the island, and they are in the charge of excel- 
lent goatherds. Each one of these sends the 
suitors the best goat in the flock every day. 
As for myself, I am in charge of the j^igs that 
you see here, and I have to keep picking out the 
best 1 have and sending it t<i them.” 

[log] This was his story, but Ulysses went 
on eating and drinking ravenously without a 
word, brooding his revenge. When he had 
eaten enough and was satisfied, the sw^incherd 
took tlie bowl from which he usually drank, 
filled it W'ith wine, and gave it to Ulysses, who 
was pleased, and said as he took it in his hands, 
“My friend, who was this master of yours that 
bought you and paid for you, so rich and so 
powerful as you tell me? You say he perished 
in ♦^he cause of King Agamemnon; tell me who 
he was, in case I may have met with such a 
person. Jove and die other gods know, but I 
may be able to give you news of him, for I have 
travelled much.” 

[ 121 ] Eumaeus answered, “Old man, no trav- 


eller who comes here with news will get Ulys- 
ses’ wife and son to believe his story. Neverthe- 
less, tramps in want of a lodging keep coming 
with their mouths full of lies, and not a word 
of truth; every one who finds his way to Ithaca 
goes to my mistress and tells her falsehoods, 
whereon she takes them in, makes much of 
them, and asks them all manner of questions, 
crying all the time as women will when they 
have lost their husbands. And you too, old man, 
for a shirt and cloak would doubtless make up 
a ver)' pretty story. But the wolves and birds of 
prey have long since tom Ulysses to pieces, or 
the fishes of the sea have eaten him, and his 
bones arc lying buried deep in sand upon some 
foreign shore; he is dead and gone, and a bad 
business it is for all his friends— for me espe- 
cially; go where I may I shall never find so good 
a master, not even if I were to go home to my 
father and mother wlicrc I was bred and horn. I 
do not so much care, however, about my par- 
ents now, though I should dearly like to see 
them again in my own country; it is the loss of 
Ulysses that grieves me most; 1 cannot speak of 
him without reverence though he is here no 
longei, for he was very fond of me, and took 
such care of me that wherever he may be I shall 
alwavs lionour his memory.” 

[148] “My friend,” replied Ulysses, “you are 
very positive, and very hard of belief about your 
master’s coming home again, nevertheless I will 
not merely sav, but will swear, that he is com- 
ing. Do not give me anything for my news till 
he h:is actually come, you mav then give me a 
shirt and cloak of good wear if you will. I am 
in great want, but 1 will not take anything at 
all till then, for I hate a man, even as I hate hell 
lire, who lets his pov erty tempt him into lying. 
I swear hy king Jove, by the rites of hospitality, 
and by that hearth of Ulysses to which 1 have 
now come, that all will surely happen as I have 
said it will. Ulysses will return in this self same 
year; with the end of this moon and the begin- 
ning of the next he will be here to do vengeance 
on all those who are ill treating his wifeand son.” 

[i6$] To this you zuiswered, O swineherd 
Eumteus, “Old man, you will neither get paid 
for bringing good news, nor will Ulysses ever 
come home; drink your wine in peace, and let 
us talk about something else. Do not keep on 
reminding me of all this; it always pains me 
when any one speaks alx)ut my honoured mas- 
ter. As for your oath we will let it alone, but I 
only wish he may come, as do Penelojx^, his old 
father I^rtes, and his son Telemachus. I am 
terribly unhappy too about this same boy of his; 
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he was running up fast into manhood, and bade 
fare to be no worse man, face and figure, than 
his father, but some one, either god or man, has 
been unsettling his mind, so he has gone off to 
Pylos to try and get news of his father, and the 
suitors are lying in wait for him as he is coming 
home, in the hope of leaving the house of Ar- 
ceisius without a name in Ithaca. But let us Siiy 
no more about him, and leave him to be taken, 
or else to escape if the son of Saturn holds his 
hand over him to protect him. And now, old 
man, tell me your own story; tell me also, for I 
want to know, who you are and where you 
come from. Tell me of your town and parents, 
what manner of ship you came in, how your 
crew brought you to Ithaca, and from what 
country they professed to come— for you cannot 
have come by land.” 

[ 191 ] And Ulysses answered, '1 will tell you 
all about it. If there weremcat and wine enough, 
and we could stay here in the hut w'ith noth- 
ing to do but to eat and drink while the others 
go to their W'ork, 1 could easily talk on for a 
whole twelve months without ever finishing the 
story of the sorrow^s with which it has pleased 
heaven to visit me. 

[^ 99 ] *1 am by birth a Cretan; my father was 
a well-to-do man, who had many sons born in 
marriage, whereas I w'as the son of a slave whom 
he had purchased for a concubine; nevertheless, 
my father Castor son of Hylax (whose lineage 
I claim, and who w'as held in the highest hon- 
our among the Cretans for his w^ealth, prosper- 
ity, and the valour of his s<jns) put me on the 
same level with my brothers who had been bom 
in wedlock. When, however, death took him to 
the house of Hades, his sons divided his estate 
and cast lots for their shares, hut to me they 
gave a holding and little else; nevertheless, my 
valour enabled me to marry into a rich family, 
for I was not given to bragging, or shirking on 
the field of battle. It is all over now; still, if you 
look at the straw you can sec what the ear was, 
for I have had trouble enough and to spare. 
Mars and Minerva made me doughty in war; 
when I had picked my men to surprise the en- 
emy with an ambuscade 1 never gave death so 
much as a thought, but was the first to leap for- 
ward and spear all whom 1 could overtake. Such 
W'as I in battle, but I did not care about farm 
work, nor the frugal home life of those who 
would bring up children. My delight was in 
ships, fighting, javelins, and arrows— things that 
most men shudder to think of; but one man 
likes one thing and another another, and this 
was what I was most naturally inclined to. Be- 


fore the Achaeans went to Troy, nine times was 
I in command of men and ships on foreign serv- 
ice, and I amas.sed much wealth. I had my pick 
of the spoil in the first instance, and much more 
was allotted to me later on. 

[^ 33 ] ''My house grew apace and I became 
a great man among the Cretans, but when Jove 
counselled that terrible expedition, in wdiich so 
many perished, the people required me and 
Idomcneus to lead their ships to Troy, and there 
was no w^ay out of it, for they insisted on our 
doing so. There we fought for nine w'holc years, 
but in the tenth we sacked the city of Priam 
and sailed home again as heaven dispersed us. 
Then it was that Jove devised evil against me. 
I spent but one month happily with my chil- 
dren, wife, and property, and then I conceived 
the idea of making a descent on Pgvpt, so I 
fitted out a fine fleet and manned it. I had nine 
ships, and the people flocked to fill them. For 
SIX days I and my men made feast, and 1 found 
them many victims lx)th for saciificc to the gods 
and for themselves, but on the se\ enth day vve 
went on board and set sail fiom Crete with a 
fair North wind behind us though we were go- 
ing down a river. Nothing went ill with any of 
our ships, and vve had no sickness on hoard, but 
sat where we were and let the ships go as the 
wind and steersmen took them. On the fifth 
day we reached the river /Flgyptus, there I sta- 
tioned my ships in the river, "bidding my men 
stay by them and keep guard over thorn while I 
sent out scouts to reconnoitre from every point 
of vantage. 

[ 262 ] “But the men disobeyed my orders, 
took to their own devices, and ravaged the land 
of the Egyptians, killing the men, and taking 
their wives and children captive. I’he alarm 
was soon carried to the city, and w'hcn they 
heard the war cry, the people came out at day- 
break till the plain was filled with horsemen 
and foot soldiers and with the gleam of armour. 
Then Jove spread panic among my men, and 
they would no longer face the enemy, for they 
found themselves surrounded, llie Egyptians 
killed many of us, and took the Jrcst alive to do 
forced laliour for them. Jove, however, put it in 
my mind to do thus— and 1 wish | had died then 
and there in Egypt instead, for there was much 
sorrow in store lor me— I took ofl my helmet 
and shield and dropped my spear from my hand; 
then I went straight up to the king’s chariot, 
clasped his knees and kissed them, whereon he 
spared my life, bade me get into his chariot, and 
took me wee|)ing to his own home. Many made 
at me with their ashen spears and tried to kill 
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me in their fury, but the king protected me, for 
he feared the wrath of Jove the protector of 
strangers, who punishes those who do evil. 

[zS^] “I stayed there for seven years and got 
together much money among the Egyptians, 
for they all gave me something; hut when it 
was now going on for eight years there came a 
certain Phoenician, a cunning rascal, who had 
already committed all sorts of villainy, and this 
man talked me over into going with him to 
Phoenicia, where his house and his possessions 
lay. I stayed there for a whole twelve months, 
but at the end of that time when months and 
days had gone by till the same season had come 
round again, he set me on board a ship bound 
for Libya, on a pretence that 1 was to take a 
cargo along with him to that place, but really 
that he might sell me as a slave and take the 
money I fetched. 1 suspected his intention, but 
went on board \vith him. for 1 could not help it. 

[299] “The ship ran before a fresh North 
wind till we had reached the sea that lies be- 
tween Crete and Liliya; there, however, Jove 
counselled then dcstriiclion, for as soon as we 
were well out from Crete and could see noth- 
ing but sea and sky. he raised a black cloud over 
our ship and the sea grew dark beneath it. Then 
Jove let fly with his thunderbolts and the ship 
went round and round and was filled with 
fire and brimstone as the lightning struck it. 
The men fell all into the sea; they were carried 
about in the water round the ship looking like 
so manv sea-gulls, hut the god presently de- 
prived them ol all chance of getting home again. 
1 was all dismayed; Jove, however, sent the 
ship s mast within my reach, which saved my 
life, for I clung to it. and diifted before the fury 
of the gale. Nine days did I drift but in the 
darkness of the tenth night a great wave bore 
me on to the I’hcsprotian coast. Lherc Pheidon 
king of the Thesprotians entertained me hos- 
pitably without charging me anything at ali- 
tor his son found me when I \vas nearly dead 
with cold and fatigue, whereon he raised me by 
the hand, took me to his father’s house and 
gave me clothes to wear. 

• [^21] ‘"There it was that I heard news of 
Ulysses, for the king told me he had entertained 
him, and shown him much hospitality while 
he was on his homeward journey. He showed 
me also the treasure of gold, bron/c, and wrought 
iron that Ulysses had got together. 1 here was 
enough to keep his family for ten generations, 
so much had he left in the house of king Phei- 
don. But the king said Ulysses had gone to Do- 
dona that he might learn Jove s mind from the 
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! ;od’s high oak tree, and know whether after so 
ong an absence he should return to Ithaca 
openly, or in secret. Moreover the king swore 
in my presence, making drink-olferings in his 
own house as he did so, that the ship was by the 
water side, and the crew found, that should 
take him to liis own country. He sent me off 
however before Lllysses returned, for there hap- 
pened to be a Thesprotian ship sailing for the 
wheat-grow'ing island of l^ulichium, and he 
told those in charge of her to be sure and take 
me safely to King Acastus. 

[337] “These men hatched a plot against me 
that would have reduced me to the very extreme 
of misery, for when the ship had got some way 
out from land they resolved on selling me as a 
slave. They stripped me of the shirt and cloak 
that I was wearing, and gave me instead the 
tattered old clouts in which you now see me; 
then, towards nightfall, they reached the tilled 
lands of Ithaca, and there they bound me with 
a strong rope fast in the ship, while they went 
on shore to get supper by the sea side. But the 
gods soon undid my bonds for me, and having 
drawn my rags over my head I slid down the 
rudder into the sea, where I struck out and 
swam till I was well clear of them, and came 
ashore near a thick wood in which I lay con- 
cealed. I hey were very angry at my having es- 
caped and went searching about for me, till at 
last they thought it was no further use and 
veent back to their ship. The gods, having hid- 
den me thus easily, then took me to a good 
man’s door— for it seems that I am not to die 
yet a\N bile.” 

[^60] To this you answered, O swineherd 
Eumicus, “Poor unhappy stranger, I have found 
the story of your mislortunes extremely inter- 
esting, but that part about Ulysses is not right; 
and vou will never get me to believe it. Why 
should a man like you go about telling lies in 
this way? I know all about the return of my 
master. The gods one and all of them detest 
him, or they would have taken him before Troy, 
or let him die with friends around him when 
the days of his fighting were done; for then the 
Ach.Tans would have built a mound over his 
ashes and his son would have been heir to his 
renown, but now the storm winds have spirited 
him away wc know not wfliither. 

[37^] “As for me I live out of the way here 
with the pigs, and never go to the town unless 
when Penelope sends for me on the arrival of 
some news about Ulysses. Then they all sit 
round and ask questions, both those w^ho grieve 
over the king’s absence, and those who rejoice 
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at it because they can eat up his property with- 
out paying for it. For my own part I have never 
cared about asking any one else since the time 
when I was taken in by an ^T.tolian, who had 
killed a man and come a long way till at last 
he reached my station, and I was very kind to 
him. He said he had seen Ulysses with Idome- 
ncus among the Cretans, refitting his ships 
which had been damaged in a gale. He said 
Ulysses would return in the following summer 
or autumn with his men, and that he would 
bring back much w^ealth. And now you, you 
unfortunate old man, since fate has brought 
you to my door, do not try to flatter me in this 
way with vain hopes. It is not for any such rea- 
son that I shall treat you kindly, but only out 
of respect for Jove the god of hospitality, as 
fearing him and pitying you.” 

[390] Ulysses answered, ‘1 see that you are 
of an unbelieving mind; 1 have given you my 
oath, and yet you will not credit me; let us then 
make a bargain, and call all the gods in heaven 
to witness it. If your master comes home, give 
me a cloak and shirt of good wear, and send me 
to Dulichium where I want to go; but if he does 
not come as I say he w^ill, set your men on to 
me, and tell them to throw me from yonder 
precipice, as a w^arning to tramps not to go about 
the country telling lies.” 

[401] “And a pretty figure I should cut 
then,” replied Euinjeus, “both now and here- 
after, if I wxre to kill you after receiving you 
into my hut and showing you hos'pitality'i I 
should have to say my prayers in good earnest 
if I did; hut it is just supper time and I hope 
my men will come in directly, that we may 
cook something savoury for supper,” 

[ 4og] Thus did they converse, and presently 
the sw^ineherds came up with the pigs, which 
were then shut up for the night in their sties, 
and a tremendous squealing they made as they 
were being driven into them. But Eumxus 
called to his men and said, “Bring in the best 
pig you have, that I may sacrifice him for this 
stranger, and we will take toll of him ourselves. 
We have had trouble enough this long time 
feeding pigs, while others reap the fruit of our 
labour.” 

[41^] On this he began chopping firewood, 
while the others brought in a fine fat five year 
old boar pig, and set it at the altar. Eumacus 
did not forget the gods, for he was a man of 
good principles, so the first thing he did was to 
cut bristles from the pig*s face and throw them 
into the fire, praying to all the gods as he did 
so that Ulysses might return home again. ITien 


he clubbed the pig with a billet of oak which 
he had kept back when he was chopping the 
firewood, and stunned it, while the others 
slaughtered and singed it. Then they cut it up, 
and Eumceus began by putting raw pieces from 
each joint on to some of the fat; these he sprin- 
kled with barley meal, and laid upon the em- 
bers; they cut the rest of the meat up small, put 
the pieces upon the spits and roasted them till 
they were done; when they had taken them oif 
the spits they threw them on to the dresser in a 
heap. The swineherd, who was a most equita- 
ble man, then stood up to give every one his 
share. He made seven portions; one of these he 
set apart for Mercury the son of Maia and the 
nymphs, praying to them as he did so; the oth- 
ers he dealt out to the men man by man. He 
gave Ulysses some slices cut lengthways dow'n 
the loin as a mark of especial honour, and Ulys- 
ses was much pleased. “1 hope, Eumceus,” said 
he, “that Jove will be as wxll disposed towards 
you as I am, lor the respect you are showing to 
an outcast like myself.” 

[441] To this you answered, O swineherd 
Euma?us, ’‘Eat, my good fellow, and enjoy your 
supper, such as it is. God grants this, and with- 
holds that, just as he thinks right, for he can do 
whatever he chooses.” 

[446] As he spoke he cut off the first piece 
and olFered it as a burnt sacrifice to the immor- 
tal gods; then he made them U drink-oflcring, 
put the cup in the hands of Ulysses, and s.it 
down to his own portion. Mesaulius brought 
them their bread; the swineherd liad bought 
this man on his own account from among the 
I’aphians during his master's absence, andf had 
paid for him with his own money without say- 
ing anything either to his mistress or Laertes. 
They then laid their hands upon the gexid things 
that were before them, and when they had had 
enough to eat and drink, Mesaulius took away 
w'hat was left of the bread, and they all went 
to bed after having made a hearty supper. 

[457] Now the night came on stormy and 
very dark, for there was no in<^n. It poured 
without ceasing, and the win|[ blew strong 
from the West, which is a wet quarter, so Ulys- 
ses thought he would see whether Eumacus, in 
the excellent care he took of hipi, would take 
off his own cloak and give it him, or make one 
of his men give him one. “Listen to me,” 
said he, “Eumaeus and the rest of you; when I 
have said a prayer I will tell you something. It 
is the wine that makes me talk in this way; 
wine will make even a wise man fall to singing; 
it will make him chuckle and dance and say 
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many a word that he had better leave unspoken; 
still, as I have begun, I will go on. Would that 
I were still young and strong as when we got 
up an ambuscade before Troy. Menelaus and 
Ulysses were the leaders, but I was in com- 
mand also, for the other two would have it so. 
When we had come up to the wall of the city 
we crouched down beneath our armour and lay 
there under cover of the reeds and thick brush- 
wood that grew about the swamp. Tt came on to 
freeze with a North wind blowing; the snow 
fell small and fine like hoar frost, and our 
shields were coated thick with rime. The others 
had all got cloaks and shirts, and slejn comfort- 
ably enough with their shields about their 
shoulders, but I had carelessly left my cloak be- 
hind me, not thinking that I should be loo cold, 
and had gone off in nothing but rny shirt and 
shield. When the night was two thirds through 
Tind the stars hail shifted their places, I nudged 
Lllysses who was close to me with my elbow, 
and he at once gave me his car. 

[486] “ ‘Ulysses,’ said I, ‘this cold will be the 
death of me, for I have no cloak; some god fooled 
me into setting off with nothing on but my 
sliirt, and I do not know' what to do.’ 

/490J “Ul v .sses, who was as crafty as he was 
v.ilicint, hit upon the following plan: 

[493] “ 'Keep still,’ said he in a low voice, ‘or 
the others will hear you.* Then he raised his 
head on his elbow. 

[495] ‘JVly fliends,’ said he, ‘I have had a 
dream fiom heaven in iny sleep. We are a long 
way from the ships; 1 wish some (me would go 
down and tell Agamemnon to send us up more 
men at once.’ 

[499] this Thoas son of Andrneinon 
threw off his cloak and set out running 10 the 
ships, whereon I took the cloak and lay in it 
comfortably enough till morning. Would that 


I were still young and strong as I was in those 
days, for then some one of you swineherds 
would give me a cloak both out of good will and 
for the respect due to a brave soldier; but now 
people look down upon me because my clothes 
arc shabby.” 

[soy] And Eumaeus answered, “Old man, 
you have told us .an cxxellent story, and have 
said nothing so far but what is quite satisfac- 
tory; for the present, therefore, you shall w'ant 
neither clothing nor anything else that a stran- 
ger in distress may reasonably expect, but to- 
morrow morning you will have to shake your 
own old rags about your body again, for wc 
have not many spare cloaks nor shirts up here, 
but every man has only one. Wlien Ulysses’ 
son conies home again he will give you both 
cloak and shirt, and send you wherever you 
may want to go.” 

/yiSj With this he got up and made a bed 
for Ulysses by throwing some goatskins and 
sheepskins on the ground in front of the fire. 
Here Ulysses lay down, and Eumasus covered 


him over with a great heavy cloak that he kept 
for a change in case of extraordinarily bad 
weather. 


[5^3] Thus did Ulysses sleep, and the young 
men slept beside him. But the swinelierd did 
not like sleeping away from his pigs, vjo he got 
ready to go outside, and Ulysses was glad to see 
that he looked after his proptyrty during his 
master’s absence. First he slung his sword over 
his brawny shoulders and put on a thick cloak 
to keep out the wind. He also took the skin of 
a large and well fed goat, and a javelin in case 
of attack from men or dogs. Thus equipped he 
went to his rest where the pigs were camping 
under an overhanging rock that gave them shel- 
ter from the North wind. 
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B ut Minerva went to the fair city of 
Lacedaemon to tell Ulysses’ son that he 
was to return at once. She found him 
and Pisistratus sleeping in the forecourt of 
Menclaus’s house; Pisistratus was fast asleep, 
but Tclcmachus could get no rest all night for 
thinking of his unhappy father, so Minerva 
W'ent close up to him and said: 

[lo] “Tclcmachus, you should not remain so 
far away from home any longer, nor leave your 
property with such dangerous people in your 
house; they will eat up ever^^thing you have 
among them, and you will have been on a fool’s 
errand. Ask Mcnelaus to send you home at 
once if you wish to find your excellent mother 
still there when you get back. Her father and 
brothers arc already urging her to marry Lury- 
machus, wdio has given her more than any of 
the others, and has been greatly increasing his 
wedding presents. I hope nothing valuable may 
have been taken from the house in spite of you, 
but you know what women arc— they always 
want to do the best they can for the man W'ho 
marries them, and never ^ivc another thought 
to the children of their first husband, nor to 
their father either when he is dead and done 
with. Go home, therefore, and put everything 
in charge of the most respectable woman serv^- 
ant that you have, until it shall please heaven 
to send you a wife of your own. Let me tell you 
also of another matter which you had better at- 
tend to. The chief men among the suitors are 
lying in wait for you in the Strait between Ith- 
aca and Samos, and they mean to kill you be- 
fore you can reach home. I do not much think 
they will succeed; it is more likely that some of 
those who are now eating up your property will 
find a grave themselves. Sail night and day, and 
keep your ship well aw'ay from the islands; the 
god who watches over you and protects you will 
send you a fair w'ind. As soon as you get to Ith- 
aca send your ship and men on to the town, but 
yourself go straight to the swineherd who has 
charge of your pigs; he is well disposed towards 
you, stay with him, therefore, for the night, 


and then send him to Penelope to tell her that 
you have got back safe from Pylos.” 

[4^] 1 hen she went back to Olympus; but 
7 ’clemacluis stirred Pisistratus with his heel to 
rouse liim, and said, “Wake up Pisistratus, and 
yoke the horses to the chariot, for wc must set 
off home. ’ 

[48] But Pisistratus said, matter what 
hiiriy^ wc are in we cannot drive in the dark. It 
will be morning soon; wait till Mcnelaus has 
brought his presents and put them inthechariot 
for us; and let him say good hye to us in the us- 
ual way. So long as he lives a guest should never 
forget a host wlio has shown him kindness.*’ 

[56] As he spoke day began to break, and 
Mcnelaus, who had already risen, leaving I lelen 
in bed, came towaids them. VV^hen Telemachus 
saw' him he put on his shirt as fast as he could, 
threw a great cloak over his shoulders, and 
went out to meet him. “Mcmclaus,” said he, 
“let me go back now to my ow'n country, for I 
want to get home.” 

[6y] And Menclaus answered, “Telema- 
chus, if you insist on going 1 will not detain you. 
I do not like to sec a host cither too fond of his 
guest or too rude to him. Moderation is best in 
all things, and not letting a man go wdicn he 
w ants to do so is as had as telling him to go if he 
would like to .stay. One should treat a guest 
w'cll as long as he is in the house and speed him 
wdicn he wants to leave it. Wait, then, till I can 
get your beautiful presents into your chariot, 
and till you have yourself seen them. I will tell 
the women to prepare a sidlicient dinner for 
vou of what there may be in the house; it will 
he at once more proper and cheaper for you to 

i jet your dinner before setting out on sucli a 
ong journey. If, moreover, ycAi have a fancy 
for making a tour in Hellas or in the Pelopon- 
ncse, I will yoke my horses, and will conduct 
you myself tnrough all our principal cities. No 
one will send us away empty handed; every one 
wdl give us something— a bronze tripod, a cou- 
ple of mules, or a gold cup.” 

[ 36 ] “Mcnelaus,” replied Telemachus, “I 
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want to go home at once, for when I came away 
I left my property without protection, and fear 
that while looking for my father I shall come 
to ruin myself, or find that something valuable 
has been stolen during my absence/’ 

[(jz] When Menelaus heard this he immedi- 
ately told liis wife and servants to prepare a 
suflicient dinner from what there might be in 
the house. At this moment F.tc'oneus joined 
him, for he lived close by and had just got up; 
so Menelaus told him to light the lire and cook 
some meat, which he at once did. Then Mene- 
laus went down into his fragrant stores room, 
not alone, but 1 lelen went too, with Megapen- 
thes. V\Ten he reachi'd the place where the 
treasures of his house were kept, he selected a 
double cup, and told his son Mega pen thes to 
bring also a silver ini.xing-bowl. Meanwhile 
I Iclcn went to the chest where she kept the 
lovelv dresses wliich site had made with her 
own hands, and took out one tluu was largest 
and most boautilully enriched with embroidery; 
it glittered like a star, and lay at the very bot- 
tom of the 'dv.' .* 'Then they all came back 
tlirough the house again till they got to Telem- 
aehus, and Menelaus said, *' I’elcm.ichus, may 
Jove, the mighty husband of Juno, bring you 
s.ifely home according to your desire. J will now 
pioscnt you with the finest and most precious 
piece of plate in all niy house. It is a mixing- 
bowl of pure silver, except the rmi, which is in- 
laid with gold, and it is the work of Vulcan. 
Phaxlinnis king of the Sidonians made me a 
present of it in the course of a visit that I paid 
him while 1 was on my return home. I should 
like to give it to you.” 

[ 1 20 / W^ilh these words he placed the double 
cup in the hands of I'clcinachus, while Mcga- 
penthes brought the heautiful mixing bowl and 
set it before him. Hard by stood lo\ely I lelen 
with the lobe ready in her hand. 

[t2^] too, my son,” said she, “have some- 
thing for you as a keepsake fioin the hand of 
(lelen; it is for your bride to wear upon her 
wedding day. Till then, get your dear mother 
to kt'cp it for you; thus may you go back rcjoic- 
ing to your own country and to your home.” 

/1307 So saying she gave the robe over to 
him and he received it gladly. Then Pisistratus 
put the presents into the chariot, and admired 
them all as he did so. Presently Menelaus took 
Telcmachus and Pisistratus into the house, and 
they both of them sat down to table. A maid 
serv'ant brought them water in a beautiful 
golden ewer, and poured it into a silver ])asin 
for them to wash their hands, and she drew a 


clean table beside them; an upper servant 
brought them bread and offered them many 
good things of what there was in the house. 
P.fconeus carved the meat and gave them each 
their portions, while Megapenthes poured out 
the wine. Then they laid their hands upon the 
good tilings that were before them, but as soon 
as they had had enough to eat and drink Telcm- 
acliiis and Pisistratus yoked the horses, and took 
their places in the chariot. They drove out 
througli the inner gateway and under the echo- 
ing gatehouse of the outer court, and Menelaus 
came after them with a golden goblet of wine 
in his right hand that they might make a drink- 
offering before thev set out. lie stood in front 
of ihe horses and pledged them, saying, “Fare- 
well to both of you; sec that you tell Nestor 
how 1 have treated you, for he was as kind to 
me as any father could be while we Achaeans 
were fighting before 'Froy.” 

[154I “We will be sure, sir,” answ’ercdTelcni- 
achus, “to tell him everything as soon as we see 
him. I wish I were as certain of finding Ulysses 
returned when I get back to Ithaca, that Imiglit 
tell him of the veiy great kindness you have 
shown mo and of the many beautiful presents 
J am taking with me.” 

[160] As he was thus speaking a bird flew 
by on his right hand— an eagle with a great 
W'hite goose in its talons which it had carried 
off from the farm yard— and all the men and 
women were ninning after it and shouting. It 
came quite close up to them and flew away on 
their right hands in front of the horses. When 
they saw it they were glad, and their hearts 
took comfort within them, whereon Pisistratus 
said, “d cll me, Menelaus, has heaven sent this 
omen lor us or lor voiir” 

[i6i}] Menelaus was thinking what would 
he the most proper answer for him to make, but 
Helen was too quick for him and said, “I will 
read this matter as heaven has put it in my 
heart, and as I doubt not that it will come to 
pass. The eagle came from the mountain where 
it was bred and has its nest, and in like manner 
Ulvsses, after having travelled far and suffered 
much, will return to take his revenge— if indeed 
he is not hack already and hatching mischief 
for the suitors.” 

[179] “May Jove so grant it,” replied Tclcm- 
achus; “if it should prove to be so, 1 will make 
vows to you as though you were a god, even 
when I am at home.” 

[i8z] As he spoke he lashed his horses and 
they started off at full speed through the town 
towards the open country. "Iliey swayed the 
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yoke upon their necks and travelled the whole 
day long till the sun set and darkness was over 
all the land. Then they reached Pherae, where 
Diocles lived who was son of Ortilochus, the 
son of Alpheus. There they passed the night 
and were treated hospitably. When the child 
of morning, rosy -fingered Dawn, appeared, 
they again yoked their horses and took their 
places in the chariot. They drove out through 
the inner gateway and under the echoing gate- 
house of the outer court. Then Pisistratus lashed 
his horses on and they flew forw'ard nothing 
loath; ere long they came to Pylos, and then 
Teleinachus said: 

[195] ‘Tisistratus, I hope you will promise 
to do what I am going to ask you. You know our 
fathers were old friends l^efore us; moreover, 
we are both of an age, and this journey has 
brought us together still more closely; do not, 
therefore, take me past my ship, but leave me 
there, for if I go to your father’s house he will 
try to keep me in the wannth of his good will 
towards me, and I must go home at once.” 

/202J Pisistratus thought how he should do 
as he was asked, and in the end he deemed it 
best to turn his horses towards the ship, and put 
Menelaus’s beautiful presents of gold and rai- 
ment in the stern of the vessel. Then he said, 
“Go on board at once and tell your men to do 
so also before I can reach home to tell my fa- 
ther. I know how^ obstinate he is, and am sure 
he will not let you go; he will come dowm here 
to fetch you, and he will not ^o back without 
you. But he will be very angry. 

[21s] With this he drove his goodly steeds 
back to the city of the Pylians and soon reached 
his home, but Telcmachus called the men to- 
gether and gave his orders. “Now', my men,” 
said he, “get everytliing in order on board the 
ship, and let us set out home.” 

[220] ITius did he speak, and they went on 
board even as he had said. But as Telcmachus 
was thus busied, praying also and sacrificing to 
Minerva in the ship’s stern, there came to him 
a man from a distant country, a seer, who was 
flying from Argos because he had killed a man. 
I ie was descended from Melampus, who used 
to live in Pylos, the land of sheep; he was rich 
and owned a great house, but he w’as driven 
into exile by the great and powerful king Ne- 
leus. Ncleus seized his goods and held them for 
a whole year, during which he was a close pris- 
oner in the house of king Phylacus, and in 
much distress of mind b(;th on account of the 
daughter of Neleus and because he was haunted 
by a great sorrow that dread Erinyes had laid 


upon him. In the end, however, he escaped 
w'ith his life, drove the cattle from Phylace to 
Pylos, avenged the wrong that had been done 
him, and gave the daughter of Ncleus to his 
brother. Then he left the country and went to 
Argos, where it was ordained that he should 
reign over much people. There he married, 
established himself, and had tw'o famous sons 
Antiphates and Mantius. Antiphates became 
father of Oiclcus, and Oicleus of Amphiaraus, 
who was dearly loved both by Jove and by 
Apollo, but he did not live to old age, for he 
was killed in Thebes by reason of a woman’s 
gifts. His sons wxtc Alcmajon and Amphilo- 
chus. Mantius, the other son of Melampus, was 
father to Polypheides and Clcitus. Aurora, 
throned in gold, carried off Clcitus for his beau- 
ty’s sake, that he might dwell among the im- 
mortals, but Apollo made Polypheides the 
greatest seer in the whole world now that 
Amphiaraus w\as dead. He quarrelled wdth his 
father and w'cnt to live in I lyperesia, where he 
remained and prophesied for all men. 

[256] His son, Thcoclymenus, it was who 
now' came up to Telomachus as he was making 
drink-ofl-erings and praying in his ship. “Friend,” 
said he, “now that I find you sacrificing in this 
place, I beseech you by your sacrifices them- 
selves, and by the god to w’hom you make them, 
I pray you also by your owm head and by those 
of your followers, tell me the Uwth and nothing 
but the truth. Who and whence are your Tell 
me also of your towm and parents.” 

[26^] Telemachus said, “I will answer you 
quite truly. I am from Ithaca, and my father is 
Ulysses, as surely as that he ever lived. But he 
has come to some miserable end. Therefore I 
have taken this ship and got my crew together 
to sec if 1 can hear any news of him, for he has 
been away a long time.” 

[zyi] “I too,” answered Theoclymenus, “am 
an exile, for I have killed a man of my own 
race. He has many brothers and kinsmen in Ar- 
gos, and they have great power among the Ar- 
gives. I am flying to escape dcatji at their hands, 
and am thus doomed to be a \^andercr on the 
face of the earth. I am your suiliant; take me, 
therefore, on board your ship* that they may 
not kill me, for 1 know they arjfe in pursuit.” 

[2^9 ] “I will not refuse you,|^ replied Telem- 
achus, “if you w'ish to join us. Come, therefore, 
and in Ithaca we w'ill treat yoii hospitably ac- 
cording to what wo have.” 

[2S2] On this he received Tlieoclymenus* 
spear and laid it dowm on the deck of the ship. 
He went on board and sat in the stem, bidding 
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Theoclvmenus sit beside him; then the men let 
go the hawsers. Telemachus told them to catch 
hold of the ropes, and they made all haste to do 
so. They set the mast in its .socket in the cross 
plank, raised it and made it fast with the fore- 
stays, and they hoisted their white sails with 
sheets of twisted ox hide. Minerva sent them 
a fair wind that blew fresh and strong to take 
the ship on her course as fast as possible. Thus 
then they passed by Crouni and Chalcis. 

[296] Presently the sun set and darkness was 
over all the land. "Tlic vessel made a quick pas- 
sage to Phea^ and thence on to Elis, where the 
Epeans rule. Telemachus then headed her for 
the flying islands, wondering within himsedf 
whether he should escape death or should be 
taken prisoner. 

[^01] Meanwhile Ulysses and the stvine- 
herd were eating their supper in the hut, and 
the men supped with them. As soon as they had 
had enough to eat and drink, Ulysses began 
trying to prove the swineherd and see whether 
he w’ould continue to treat him kindly, and 
ask him to stay on at the station or pack him off 
to the city; so he said: 

I307] "Eumaeus, and all of you, to-morrow 
f want to go away and begin begging about the 
town, so as to be no more trouble to you or to 
your men. Give me your advice therefore, and 
let me have a good guide to go wnth me and 
show me the way. I wall go the round of the 
city begging as 1 needs must, to see if any one 
will give me a drink and a piece of bread. I 
should like also to go to the house of Ulysses 
and bring new^s of her husband to Queen Pene- 
lope. I could then go about among the suitors 
and see if out of all their abundance they will 
give me a dinner. I should soon make them an 
excellent serv^ant in all sorts of w^ays. Listen and 
believe when I tell you that by the blessing of 
Mercury who gives grace and good name to the 
works of all men, there is no one living who 
w’ould make a more handy servant than I should 
—to put fresh wood on the fire, chop fuel,C 3 r\^e, 
cook, pour out wine, and do all those services 
that poor men have to do for their betters.” 

^3257 The swineherd was very much dis- 
turbed when he heard this. “Heaven help me,” 
he exclaimed, “what ever can have put such a 
notion as that into your head? If you go near 
the suitors you will be undone to a certainty, 
for their pride and insolence reach the very 
heavens. They w^ould never think of taking a 
man like you for a servant. Their servants are 
all young men, well dressed, wearing good 
cloalcs and shirts, w’ith well looking faces and 


their hair always tidy, the tables are kept quite 
clean and are loaded with bread, meat, and wine, 
Stav wheic you arc, then; you are not in any- 
body’s way; I do not mind your being here, no 
more do any of the others, and when Telcma- 
chus comes home he will give you a shirt and 
cloak and will send you wherever you want to 

go" 

73407 Ulysses answered, “I hope you may 
be as dear to the gods as you are to me, for hav- 
ing saved me from going about and getting into 
trouble; there is nothing worse than being al- 
W'ays on the tramp; still, when men have once 
got low down in the world they will go through 
a great deal on behalf of their miserable bellies. 
Since, however, you press me to stay here and 
await the return of Telemachus, tell me about 
Ulysses’ mother, and his father whom he left 
on the threshold of old age when he set out for 
Troy. Are they still living or are they already 
dead and in'thc house of Hades?” 

[ 35 ^] will tell you all about them,” re- 
plied Eumaeus, “Laertes is stiU living and prays 
heaven to let him depart peacefully in his own 
house, for he is terribly distressed about the 
absence of his sr)n, and also about the death of 
his wife, wluch grieved him greatly and aged 
him more than anything else did. She came to 
an unhappy end through sorrow for her son: 
may no friend or neighbour wkio has dealt 
kindly by me come to such an end as she did. 
As long as she was still living, though she was 
always grieving, I used to like seeing her and 
asking her how she did, for she brought me up 
along with her daughter Ctimenc, tne young- 
est of her children; we were hoy and girl to- 
gether, and she made little difference between 
us. When, however, we both grew up, they 
sent Ctiinene to Same and received a splendid 
dowry for her. As for me, my mistress gave me 
a good shirt and cloak with a pair of sandals 
for my feet, and sent me off into the country, 
hut she was just as fond of me as ever. This is 
all over now. Still it has pleased heaven to pros- 
per my work in the situation which I now hold. 
I have enough to eat and drink, and can find 
something for any respectable stranger who 
comes here; but there is no getting a kind word 
or deed out of my mistress, for the house has 
fallen into the hands of wicked people. Serv- 
ants want sometimes to see their mistress and 
have a talk with her; they like to have some- 
thing to eat and drink at the house, and some 
thing too to take back with them into the coun- 
try. This is what will keep servants in a good 
humour.” 
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[^8o] Ulysses answered, “Then you must 
have been a very little fellow, Eumxus, when 
you wTre taken so far away fmm your home 
and parents. Tell me, and tell me true, was the 
city in which your father and mother lived 
sacked and pillaged, or did some enemies carry 
you off when you were alone tending sheep or 
cattle, ship you off here, and sell you for vvnat- 
ever your master gave them?” 

[389] “Stranger,” replied Eumaeus, “as re- 
gards your question: sit still, make yourself 
comfortable, drink your wine, and listen to me. 
TTie nights arc now at their longest; there is 
plenty of time both for sleeping and sitting up 
talking together; you ought not to go to bed till 
bed time, too much sleep is as bad as too little; 
if any one of the others wishes to go to bod let 
him leave us and do so; he can then take my 
master’s pigs out when he has done breakfast 
in the morning, VVe two will sit here eating and 
drinking in the hut, and telling one another 
stories about our misfortunes; for when a man 
has suffered much, and been buffeted about in 
the world, be takes pleasure in recalling the 
memory of sorrows that have long gone by. As 
regards your question, then, my tale is as fol- 
lows: 

[40^] “You may have heard of an island 
called Syra that lies over above Ortygia, where 
the land begins to turn round and look in an- 
other direction. It is not very thickly peopled, 
but the soil is gcxid, with much pasture fit for 
cattle and sheep, and it abounds with wine and 
wheat. Dearth never comes there, nor arc the 
people plagued by any sickness, but when they 
grow old Apollo comes w'ith Diana and kills 
them with his painless shafts. It contains two 
communities, and the whole country is divided 
between these two. My father Ctesius son of 
Ormenus, a man comparable to the gods, reigned 
over both. 

[41s] “Now to this place there came some 
cunning traders from Pheenicia (for the Phoe- 
nicians are great mariners) in a ship which they 
had freighted with gewgaws of all kinds. There 
happened to be a Phoenician woman in iny fa- 
ther’s house, very tall and comely, and an excel- 
lent servant; these scoundrels got hold of her 
one day when she was washing near their ship, 
seduced her, and cajoled her in ways that no 
woman can resist, no matter how good she may 
be by nature. ITie man who had seduced her 
asked her who she was and where she came 
from, and on this she told him her father^s 
name. 1 come from Sidon,' said she, 'and am 
daughter to Arybas, a man rolling in wealth. 


One day as I was coming into the town from 
the country some Taphian pirates seized me 
and t(K»k me here over the sea, where they sold 
me to the man who owns this house, and he 
gave them their price for me.’ 

[4^0] “The man who had seduced her then 
said, ‘Would you like to come along with us to 
see the house of your parents and your parents 
themselves? They arc both alive and are said 
to he well oft’.’ 

[4^4] " 'I will do so gladly,^ answered she, 
‘if you men will first swear me a solemn oath 
that vou v\'ill do me no harm by tlie way.^ 

[437] “Tliey all swore as she told them, and 
when they had completed their oath the woman 
said, ‘1 lush; and if any of your men meets me 
in the street or at the well, do not let him speak 
to me, for fear some one should go and tell mv 
master, in which case he would suspect some- 
thing. lie would put me in prison, and would 
have all of you murdered; keep your own coun- 
sel therefore; buy \our merchandise as fast as 
you can, and send me word when you liavc 
done loading. 1 will bring as much gold as 1 can 
lay my hands on, and there is something else 
also that 1 can do towards paying my fare. I atti 
nurse to the son of the good man of the house, 
a funny little fellow just able to run about. I 
will carry him off in your ship, and vou will 
get a great deal of money for him if you take 
him and sell him in foreign pm-ts.* 

[4s 4] “On this she went back to the house. 
The Phamicians stayed a whole year till they 
had loaded their ship with much precious in(T- 
chandise, and then, when they had got freight 
enough, they sent to tell the woman. Their 
messenger, a very cunning fellow, came to my 
father’s house bringing a necklace of gold with 
amber bc.ads stmng among it; and while my 
motlicr and the servants had it in their hands 
admiring it and bargaining about it, he made a 
sign quietly to the woman and then went back 
to the ship, whereon she took me by the hand 
and led me out of the house. In the fore part of 
the house she saw the tables set with the cups 
of guests who had been feasting with my fa- 
ther, as being in attendance on pim; these were 
now all gone to a meeting of the public assem- 
bly, so she snatched up three dips and carried 
them off in the bosom of her dress, while 1 
followed her, for I knew no better. The sun 
was now set, and darkness was over all the land, 
so we hurried on as fast as wc could till we 
reached the harbour, where the Phcenicianship 
v/a:s lying. When they had got on board they 
sailed their ways over the sea, taking us with 
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them, and Jove sent then a fair wind; six days 
did we sail both night and day, but on the 
seventh day Diana struck the woman and she 
fell heavily down into the ship’s hold as though 
she were a sea gull alighting on the water; so 
thev tlirew her overboard to the seals and fishes, 
ancf 1 was left all sorrowful and alone. Presently 
the winds and waves took the ship to Ithaca, 
where Laertes gave sundry of his chattels for 
me, and thus it was that ever I came to set eyes 
upon this country.” 

[48^] Ulysses answered, “Eumaeus, I have 
heard the story of your misfortunes with the 
most lively interest and pity, but Jove has given 
\'Ou good as well as evil, for in spite of evciy'- 
thing you have a good master, who sees that 
you alw’ays have enough to eat and drink; and 
you lead a good life, whereas I am still going 
about begging my way from city to city.” 

[493] Thus did they converse, and they had 
only a very little time left for sleep, for it was 
soon daybreak. In the meantime Telcmachus 
and his crew were nearing land, so they loosed 
the sails, to'^'k tL v. n the mast, and rowed the 
ship into the harbour. 1 hey cast out their moor- 
ing stones and made fast the hawsers; they then 
got out upon the sea shore, mixed their w'ine, 
and got dinner ready. As .soon as they had had 
enough to eat and drink lelemachus said, 
“Take the ship on to the town, but leave me 
here, for I want to look after the herdsmen on 
one of my farms. In the evening, when I have 
seen all I want, I will come down to the city, 
and to morrow morning in return for your trou- 
ble I will give you all a good dinner with meat 
and wine.” 

/508 ] Then Thcoclymcnus said, ‘And what, 
my dear young friend, is t(; become of me? To 
whose house, among all your chief men, am I 
to repair? or shall 1 go straight to your own 
house and to your mother?” 

jfyizj “At any other time,” replied Telema- 
chus, “I should have bidden you g<.> to my own 
house, for you would find no want of hospital- 
ity; at the present moment, however, you would 
not be comfortable there, for I shall be away, 
and my mother will not see you; she does not 
often show herself even to the suitors, hut sits 
at her loom weaving in an upper chamber, out 
of their way; but I can tell \ou a man whose 


house you can go to— I mean Eurymachus the 
son of Polybus, w^ho is held in the highest esti- 
mation by every one in Ithaca. 1 le is much the 
best man and the most persistent wooer, of all 
those w'ho are paying court to my mother and 
trying to take Ulysses’ place. Jove, however, in 
heaven alone knows w^hether or no they will 
come to a bad end before the marriage takes 
place.” 

[5^5] As he was speaking a bird flew by 
upon his right hand— a hawk, Apollo's messen- 
ger. It held a dove in its talons, and the feathers, 
as it tore them off, fell to the ground midway 
between I'elemachus and the ship. On this 
Thcoclymcnus called him apart and caught 
him by the hand. “Telcmachus,” said he, “that 
bird did not fly on your right hand w'ithout 
having been sent there by some god. As soon as 
I saw it I knew it was an omen, it means that 
ou will remain powerful and that there will 
e no house in Ithaca more royal than your own.” 

[sisJ wish it may prove so,” answered 
Telcmachus. “If it does, I will show you so 
much good will and gi\ e you so many presents 
that all who meet you will congratulate you.” 

[539] Then he said to his friend Piraeus, 
“Piraeus, son of Clytius, you have throughout 
show'll yourself the most willing to serve me of 
all those who have accompanied me to Pylos; 
I wish you would take this stranger to your own 
house and entertain him hospitably till I can 
come for him.” 

[544] And Piraeus answered, “Telemaclius, 
you may stay aw'ay as long as you please, hut I 
will look after him for you, and he shall find 
no lack of hospitality.” 

[547] As he spoke he w^ent on hoard, and 
hade the others do so also and loose the haw- 
sers, so they took their places in the ship. But 
Tclemachus hound on his sandals, and took a 
long and doughty spear with a head of sharp- 
ened bronze from the deck of the ship. Tlien 
they loosed the hawsers, thrust the ship off 
from land, and made on towards the city as they 
had been told to do, while Telcmachus strode 
on as fast as he could, till he reached the home- 
stead where his countless herds of swine W'ere 
feeding, and where dwelt the excellent swine- 
herd, who w'as so devoted a serv’ant to his master. 




BOOK XVI 


M eanwhile Ulysses and the swine- whereon he ciossed the stone threshold and 

herd had lit a hre in the hut and came inside. Uly.sscs rose from his seat to give 

were getting breakfast ready at day- him place as he entered, but Telemachus 

break, for they had sent the men out with the checked him; “Sit down, stranger,” said he, “I 

pigs. When Telcmachus came up, the dogs did can easily find another scat, and there is one 

not bark but fawmed upon him, so Ulysses, here w^ho will lay it for me.” 
hearing the sound of feet and noticing that the [ 46 ] Ulysses went back to his own place, 
dogs did not bark, said to Eumacus: and Eumieus strewed some green brushwood 

[ 8 ] ”Euma?us, 1 hear footsteps; I suppose on the fl(x)r and threw a sheepskin on top of it 

one of your men or some one of your acquaint- lor 'rdcmachus to sit upon. Then the swine- 

ance is coming here, for the dogs are fawning herd brought them platters of cold meat, the 

upon him and not barking.” remains from what they had eaten the day be- 

[ 11 ] The w’ords were haidly out of his mouth fore, and he lilled the bread baskets with bread 

before his son stood at the door. Euina^us sprang as fast as he could. He mixed wine also in howls 

to his feet, and the bowls in which he was mix- of ivy-wood, and took Ins seat facing Ulysses, 

ing wine fell from his hands, as he made to- Then they laid their hands on the good things 

wards his master. I le kissed his head and both that were before tliem, and as s^)on as they had 

his beautiful eyes, and wept for joy. A father had enough to eat and drink Telcmaciuis said 

could not be more delighted at the return of an to Eummus, “Old friend, where does this stran 

only son, the child of his old age, after ten years' ger come fiom? I low did liis crew^ bring him to 

absence in a foreign country and after having Ithaca, and wiio were thcy?:^for assuredly he 

gone through much hardship. He embraced did not come here by land.” 

him, kissed him all over as though he had cpme [ 60 ] To this you answered, O swineherd 
back from the dead, and spoke fondly to him Eumanis, “My son, I will tell you the real truth, 

saying; He says he is a Cretan, and that he has been a 

[^ 3 ] “So you are come, Telcmachus, light of great traveller. At this moment he is running 
my eyes that you are. When 1 heard you had away from a Thesprotian ship, and has taken 
gone to Pylos I made sure I w^as never going to refuge at my station, so 1 will put him into your 

see you any more. Come in, my dear child, and hands. Do w^hatever ^ou like with him, only 

sit dowm, that I may have a good look at vou remember that he is your suppliant.” 
now^ you are home again; it is not very o^ten [ 68 ] “I am very much distressed,” said Telem- 

you come into the country to see us herdsmen; achus, “by what you have just told me. How 

you stick pretty close to the town generally. I can I take this stranger into my house? I am as 

suppose you think it better to keep an eye on yet young, and am not strong enough to hold 

what the suitors are doing.” my own if any man attacks me. My mother can- 

[ 30 ] “So be it, old friend,” answered Telem- not make up her mind whether to stay where 

achus, “but I am come now because f w\int to she is and look after the houj^ out of respect 

see you, and to learn whether my mother is still for public opinion and the mcihory of her hus- 

at her old home or whether some one else has band, or whether the time is nOw come for her 

married her, so that the bed of Ulysses is with- to take the best man of those Who arc wwing 

out bedding and covered with cobwebs.” her, and the one who will make her the most 

[ 36 ] “She is still at the house,” replied Eu- advantageous offer; still, as the stranger has 

maeus, “giieving and breaking her heart, and come to your station I will find him a cloak and 

doing nothing but weep, both night and day shirt of good wear, with a sword and sandals, 

continually.” ard will send him wherever he wants to go. Or 

[ 40 ] As he spoke he took Telemachus' spear, if )ou like you can keep him here at the station, 
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and I will send him clothes and food that he 
may be no burden on you and on your men; 
but I will not have him go near the suitors, for 
they are very insolent, and are sure to ill-treat 
him in a way that would greatly grieve me; no 
matter how valiant a man may be he can do 
nothing against numbers, for they will be too 
strong lor him.’* 

[90] Tlien Ulysses said, ^'Sir, it is right that 
I should say something myself. I am much 
shocked by what you have said about the inso- 
lent way in which the suitors are behaving in 
despite of such a man as you arc. I'ell me, do 
you submit to such treatment tamely, or has 
some god set your people against you? May you 
not complain of your brothers— for it is to these 
that a man may look for support, however great 
his quarrel may be? I wish I were as young as 
you are and in my present mind; if I were son 
to Ulysses, or, indeed, Ulysses himsc'lf, I would 
rather some one came and cut my head off, but 
I would go to the house and be the bane of 
every one of these men. If they were too many 
for me— I being suigie-handed— I w'ould rather 
die fighting in iny own house than see such dis* 
graceful sights day after day, strangers grossly 
maltreated, and men dragging the w'omen serv- 
ants about the house in an unseemly way, wine 
drawn recklessly, and bread wasted all to no 
purpose for an end that shall never be accom- 
plished.” 

[112] And I 'elcmachus answered, ”1 will tell 
you truly everything. There is no enmity be- 
tween me and my people, nor can I complain 
of brothers, to whom a man may look for sup- 
port however great his quarrel may be. Jove has 
made us a race of only sons. Licrtcs was the 
only son of Arceisius, and Ulysses only son of 
Laertes. 1 am myself the only son of Ulysses 
who left me behind him when he went aw^ay, 
so that 1 have never been of any use to him. 
f lence it comes that my house is in the hands 
of numberless marauders; for the chiefs from 
all the neighbouring islands, Dulichium,Same, 
Zacynthus, as also all the principal men of Ith- 
aca itself, arc eating up my house under the 
pretext of paying court to my mother, who will 
neither say point blank that she will not marry, 
nor yet bring matters to an end, so they are 
making havoc of my estate, and before long will 
do so with myself into the bargain. The issue, 
however, rests with heaven. Hut do you, old 
friend Euma^us, go at once and tell Penelope 
that I am safe and have returned from Pvlos. 
Tell it to herself alone, and then come back 
here without letting any one else know, for 


there are many who are plotting mischief 
against me.” 

[^35] understand and heed you,” replied 
Eumacus; ^’you need instruct me no further, 
only as I am going that way say whether I had 
not 1 >etter let poor Laertes know that you are 
returned. He used to superintend the work on 
his fann in spite of his bitter sorrow about 
LJlysses, and he would eat and drink at wnll 
along with his servants; hut they tell me that 
from the day on which you set out for Pylos he 
has neither eaten nor drunk as he ought to do, 
nor docs he look after his farm, but sits weeping 
and wasting the flesh from off his hones.” 

[146] “More’s the pity,” answered Telcma- 
chus, “I am sorry for him, but w’c must leave 
him to himself just now. If people could have 
everything their own way, the first thing I 
should choose would be the return of my fa- 
ther; hut go, and give your message; then make 
haste back again, and do not turn out of your 
way to tell Laertes. Tell my mother to send one 
of her women secretly with the news at once, 
and let him hear it from her.” 

[154] Thus did he urge the swineherd; Eu- 
macus, therefore, took his sandals, bound them 
to his feet, and started lor the town. Minerva 
watched him w'cll off the station, and then 
came up to it in the fonn of a woman— fair, 
stately, and wise. She stood against the side of 
the entry, and revealed herself to Ulysses, hut 
Telcmachus could not see her, and knew' not 
that she was there, for the gods do not let them- 
selves be seen by ever^'body. Ulysses saw her, 
and so did the dogs, for thev did not hark, but 
went scared and whining off to the other side 
of the yards. She nodded her head and mo- 
tioned to Ulysses with her eyebrows; whereon 
he left the hut and stood before her outside the 
main wall of the yards. Then she said to him: 

[j6y] “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, it is 
now time for you to tell your son : do not keep 
him in the dark any longer, but lay your plans 
for the destruction of the suitors, and then make 
for the town. I will not be long in joining you, 
for I too am eager for the fray.” 

[172] As she spoke she touched him with 
her golden wand. First she threw a fair clean 
shirt and cloak about his shoulders; then she 
made him younger and of more imposing pres- 
ence; she gave him back his colour, fillecf out 
his cheeks, and let his beard become dark again. 
Then she w'cnt away and Ulysses came back in- 
side the hut. His .son was astounded when he 
saw him, and turned his eyes away for fear he 
might be looking upon a god. 



THE ODYSSEY 


[i8i] ''Stranger/' said he, "how suddenly 
you have changed from what you were a mo- 
ment or two ago. You are dressed differently 
and your colour is not the same. Arc you some 
one or other of the gods that live in heaven? If 
so, be propitious to me till I can make you due 
sacrifice and offerings of wrought gold. Have 
mercy upon me.'’ 

[iS6] And Ulysses said, "I am no god, why 
should you take me for oner I am your father, 
on whose account you grieve and suffer so 
much at the hands of lawless men." 

[190] As he spoke he kissed his son, and a 
tear fell from his cheek on to the ground, for 
he had restrained all tears till now. But Telem- 
achus could not yet believe that it was his fa- 
ther, and said: 

[194] “You are not my father, but some god 
is flattering me with vain hopes that I may 
grieve the more hereafter; no mortal man could 
of himself contrive to do as you have been do- 
ing, and make yourself old and young at a mo- 
ment’s notice, unless a gtxl were witli him. A 
second ago you were old and all in rags, and 
now you are like some god come down from 
heaven.’' 

Ulysses answered, “Telemachus, you ought 
not to be so immeasurably astonished at my 
being really here. There is no other Ulysses 
who will come hereafter. Such as 1 am, it is 1 , 
who after long wandering and much hardship 
have got home in the twentieth year to my own 
country. What you wonder at is the work of 
the redoubtable goddess Minerva, who does 
with me whatever she will, for she can do what 
she pleases. At one moment she makes me like 
a beggar, and the next I am a young man with 
^ood clothes on my back; it is an easy matter 
for the gcxls who live in heaven to make any 
man look either rich or poor." 

[213] As he spoke he sat down, and Telem- 
achus threw his arms about his father and wept. 
They were both so much moved that they cried 
aloud like eagles or vultures with crooked tal- 
ons that have been robbed of their half fledged 
young by peasants. Tlius piteously did they 
weep, and the sun would have gone down upon 
their mourning if Telemachus had not sud- 
denly said, “In what ship, my dear father, did 
your crew bring you to Ithaca? Of what nation 
did they declare themselves to bc—for you can- 
not have come by land?" 

[226] “I will tell you the truth, my son,” re- 
lied Ulysses. “It was the Pha:?acians wdio 
rought me here. They are great sailors, and 
are in the habit of giving escorts to any one who 


reaches their coasts. They took me over the sea 
while I WTis fast asleep, and landed me in Ith- 
aca, after giving me many presents in bronze, 
gold, and raiment. These things by heaven’s 
mercy are Iving concealed in a cave, and I am 
now come Kere on the suggestion of Minerva 
that we may consult about killing our enemies. 
First, therefore, give me a list of the suitors, 
with their number, that 1 may learn who, and 
how many, they arc. 1 can then turn the matter 
over in my imnd, and see whether we two can 
fight the whole body of them oui selves, or 
whether \vc must find others to help us." 

[240] To this Telemachus answ^ered, “Fa- 
ther, 1 have always he.ird of your renown both 
in the field and in council, but the task you talk 
of is a very great one: I am awed at the mere 
thought of it; two men cannot stand against 
many and brave ones. Theic are not ten suitors 
only, nor tw'ice ten, but ten many times over; 
you shall learn their number at once. There 
are fifty-two chosen youths from Dulichiiim, 
and they have six servants; from Same there 
arc tu’enty-foiir; twenty young Achreans from 
Zacynthus, and twelve from Ithaca itself, all 
of tliem well born. They have with them a 
sen’ant Medon, a bard, and two men w^ho can 
carve at table. If w'c face such numbers as tins, 
you may have bitter cause to rue your coming, 
and your ^c^’engc. Sec whether you cannot 
think of some one who w^uld be willing to 
come and help us.’' 

[257] ‘‘Listen to me,” replied Ulysses, “and 
think whether Minerv'a and her father Jove 
may seem suflicient, or w hether 1 am to try and 
find some one else as ^vell.” 

[262] “Tliose whom you have named,” an- 
swered Telemachus, ‘‘are a couple of good al- 
lies, for though they dw’cll high up among the 
clouds they have power over both gods and 
men." 

[266] “These two," continued Ulysses, “will 
not keep long out of the Iray, when the suitors 
and wc join figlit in my house* Now, therefore, 
return home early to-morrow morning, and go 
about among the suitors as before. Later on 
the sw^ineheid will bring m^ to the city dis- 
guised as a miserable old bijggar. If you see 
them ill treating me, steel ydur heart against 
my sufferings; even though they drag me feet 
foremost out of the house, or throw things at 
me, look on and do nothing beyond gently try- 
ing to make them behave more reasonably; but 
they w^ill not listen to you, for the day of their 
reckoning is at hand. Furthermore I say, and 
lay my saying to your heart, when Minerva 
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shall put it in my mind, I will nod my head to 
you, and on seeing me do this you must collect 
all the armour that is in the house and hide it 
in the strong store room. Make some excuse 
when the suitors ask you why you are removing 
it; say that you have taken it to be out of the 
way of the smoke, inasmuch ns it is no longer 
what it was w'hen Ulysses went away, lint lias 
become soiled and liegrimed with soot. Add to 
this more particularly that you are afraid Jove 
may set them on to tjuarrel over their wane, and 
that they may do each other some harm which 
may disgrace both banquet and w'ooing, for the 
sight of anns sometiniL;s tempts people to use 
them. But leave a sword and a spear apiece for 
yourself and me, and a couple of oxhide shields 
so that wc can snatch them up at any moment; 
Jove and Mmen-a will then soon quiet these 
people. There is also ancjther matter; if you are 
indeed my son and my blood runs in yourveins, 
let no one know that Ulysses is within the 
house -neither Laertes, nor yet the swineherd, 
nor any of the servants, nor even Penelcjpe her- 
self. Let you exploit the w'onicn alone, 

and let us also make Inal of some other of the 
men servants, to see who is on our side and 
whose hand is against us.'* 

[}oS] ^'Father,” replied Telcmachus, ^you 
will come, to know me by and by, and when you 
do you will find that 1 can keep your counsel. 
I do not think, however, the plan you propose 
woll turn out well for cither of us. "Think it 
over. It will take us a long time to go the round 
of the faims and exploit the men, and all the 
time the suitors wall he wasting vour estate 
with impunity and without compunction. Prove 
the w'Oinen liy all means, to .see who arc dis- 
loyal and who guiltless, but I am not in favour 
of going round and tiying the men. Wc can at- 
tend to that later on, if you really have some 
sign fiom Jove that he will support you.'' 

J321/ Thus did they converse, and mean- 
while the sliip which had brought "Telcmachus 
and his crew from Pylos had reached the town 
of Ithaca. When they had come inside the har- 
bour they drew the ship on to the land; their 
servants came and took their armour from them, 
and they left all the presents at the house of 
Clytius. Then they sent a servant to tell Penel- 
ope that TclemaLhus had gone into the coun- 
try, hut had sent the ship to the tow'ii to pre- 
sent her from being alamied and made 
unhappy. This servant and Eumirus happened 
to meet when they W'crc both on the same er- 
rand of going to tell Penelope. When they 
reached the house, the servant stood up and 


said to the queen in the presence of the wait- 
ing wTmien, “Your son. Madam, isnowretumed 
from Pylos"; but Euincxus went close up to 
Penelope, and said privately all that her son 
had bidden him tell her. When he had given 
his mc.ssage he left the house with its outbuild- 
ings and w^ent hack to his pigs again. 

[^42.] The suitors w^cre surprised and angry 
at what had happened, so they w'cnt outside 
the great wall that ran round the outer court, 
and held a council near the main entrance. 
Eury^machus, son of Polybus, was the first to 
speak. 

f ^46] “My friends," said he, “this voyage of 
1 clemachus’s is a very serious matter; w^e had 
made sure that it W'ould come to nothing. Now, 
how'cvcr, let us draw' a ship into the water, and 
get a crew' together to send after the others and 
tell them to come hack as fast as thev can." 

[^51] He had hardly done speaking when 
Amphinomus turned in his place and saw the 
ship inside the harbour, w ith the crew knvering 
her sails, and puttingbythciroars; so he laughed, 
and said to the others, “Wc need not send them 
any mes.sage, for they are here. Some god must 
have told them, or else they saw the ship go by, 
and could not o\ertakc her." 

[^58] On this they rose and went to the 
w'ater side. The crew then drew' the ship on 
shore; their servants took their armour from 
them, and tlicy went up in a body to the place 
of assembly, hut they would not let any one old 
or young sit along with them, and Antinous, 
son of Eiipeithes, spoke first. 

/364J “Cjood heavens," said he, “see how the 
gods have saved this man from destruction. We 
kept a succession ol scouts upon the headlands 
all day long, and when the sun w'-as dow'n vve 
never went on shore to sleep, but w'aited in the 
ship all night till morning in the hope of cap- 
turing and killing him; but some god has con- 
veyed him home in .spite of us. Let us consider 
how wc can make an end ol him. I le must not 
escape us; our affair is never likely to come off 
while he is alive, foi he is very shrewd, and 
public feeling is by no means all on our side. 
Wc must make haste before he can call the 
Aclixans in assembly; he wall lose no time in 
doing so, for he will be furious with us, and 
will tell all the world how wc plotted to kill 
him, hut failed to take him. The people will 
not like this w'hcn they come to know of it; W'e 
must sec that they do us no hurt, nor drive us 
from our ow'n country into c.xilc. Let us try and 
lay hold of him either on his fann away from 
the town, or on the road hither. Then we can 
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divide up his property amongst us, and let his 
mother and the man who marries her have the 
house. If this does not please you, and you wish 
Telemachus to live on and hold his fathers 
property, then wc must not gather here and eat 
up his goods in this way, but must make our 
offers to Penelope each from his own house, 
and she can marry the man who will give the 
most for her, and whose lot it is to win her.” 

[393] They all held their peace until Am- 
phinomus rose to speak. He was the son of 
Nisus, who was son to king Aretias, and he 
was foremost among all the suitors from the 
wheat-growing and well grassed island of Du- 
lichium; his conversation, mc^rcover, was more 
agreeable to Penelope than that of any of the 
other suitors, for he was a man of good natural 
disposition. “My friends,” said he, speaking to 
them plainly and m all honesty, “I am not in 
favour of killing Telemachus. It is a heinous 
thing to kill one who is of noble blood. Let us 
first take counsel of the gods, and if the oracles 
of Jove advise it, I will both help to kill him 
myself, and will urge every^one else to do so; 
but if they dissuade us, 1 would have you hold 
your hands,” 

[406] Thus did he speak, and his words 
pleased them well, so they rose forthwith and 
went to the house of Ulysses, where they took 
their accustomed seats. 

[ 409 ] Then Penelope resolved that she would 
show herself to the suitors. She knew’ of the 
plot against Telemachus, for the servant Me- 
don had overheard their counsels and had told 
her; she went dowm therefore to the court at- 
tended by her maidens, and when she reached 
the suitors she stood by one of the bearing-posts 
supporting the roof of the cloister holding a veil 
before her face, and rebuked Antinous saying: 

[417] “Antinous, insolent and wicked schem- 
er, they say you arc the best speaker and coun- 
sellor of any man your own age in Ithaca, but 
you are nothing of the kind. Madman, why 
should you try to compass the death of Tclcm- 
achus, and take no heed of suppliants, whose 
witness is Jove himself? It is not right for you 
to plot thus against one another. Do you not 
remember how your father fled to this house in 
fear of the people, who were enr^ed against 
him for having gone with some Taphian pi- 
rates and plundered the Thesprotians who were 
at peace with us? They w'anted to tear him in 
pieces and eat up everything he had, but Ulys- 
ses stayed their hands although they were in- 
furiated, and now you devour his property 
without paying for it, and break my heart by 


wooing his wife and trying to kill his son. 
Leave off doing so, and stop the others also.” 

[434] To this Eurymachus son of Polybus 
answered, “Take heart, Queen Penelopo daugh- 
ter of Icariiis, and do not trouble yourself about 
these matters. The man is not yet born, nor 
never will be, who shall lay hands upon your 
son Telemachus, while I yet live to look upon 
the face of the earth. I say— and it shall surely 
be— that my spear shall be reddened with his 
liloocl; for many a time has Ulysses taken me on 
his knees, held wine up to my lips to drink, 
and put pieces of meat into my hands. There- 
fore Telemachus is much the dearest friend I 
have, and has nothing to fear from the hands of 
us suitors. Of course, if death comes to him 
from the gods, he cannot escape it.” hie said 
this to quiet her, but in reality he was plotting 
against Telemachus. 

[449] Then Penelope w'ent upstairs again 
and mourned her husband till Minerva shed 
sleep over her eyes. In the evening Eumaius 
got hack to Ulysses and his son, who had just 
sacrificed a young pig of a year old and were 
helping one another to get supper ready; Mi 
nerva therefore came up to Lllysses, turned 
him into an old man w'ith a stroke of her wand, 
and clad him in his old clothes again, for tear 
that the swineherd might recognize him and 
not keep the secret, hut go and tell Penelope. 

[460J Telemachus was tlie first to speak. “So 
you have got back, Eumacus,” said he. “What 
is the news of the town? Have the suitors re- 
turned, or are they still waiting over yonder, 
to take me on my way home?” 

[464 ] “I did not think of asking about that,” 
replied Eiima’us, “when I was in the town. I 
thought I would give my message and come back 
as soon as I could. 1 met a man sent by those 
who had gone with you to PyJos, and he was 
the first to tell the news to your mother, but I 
can say what 1 saw w'ith my own eyes; I had 
just got on to the crest of the hill of Mercury 
above the town when I saw a ship cominginto 
harbour with a number of men in her. They 
had many shields and speai$, and I thought it 
was the suitors, but I cani^t be sure.” 

[476] On hearing this Telemachus smiled 
to his father, but so tliat Eu^ajus could not sec 
him. * 

[478] Then, when they ;had finished their 
work and the meal was ready, they ate it, and 
every man had his full share so that all were 
satisfied. As soon as they had had enough to eat 
and drink, they laid down to rest and enjoyed 
the boon of sleep. 
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W HEN the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared, Telema- 
chus bound on his sandals and took 
a strong spear that suited his hands, for he 
wanted to go into the city. ‘‘( 3 ld friend," said he 
to the swineherd, "I will now go to the town 
and show myself to my mother, for she will 
never leave otf grieving till she has seen me. 
As for this unfortunate stranger, take him to 
the town and let him beg there of any one who 
will give him a drink and a piece of bread. I 
have trouble enough of my own, and cannot 
be burdened with other people. If this makes 
him angry so the worse for him, but I 

like to say what I mean." 

[i6] Then Ulysses said, '"Sir, I do not want 
to stay here; a beg</ar can always do better in 
town than country, for any one who likes can 
give him something. I am too old to care about 
remaining here at the beck and call of a master. 
Therefore let this man do as you have just told 
him, and take me to the town as soon as 1 have 
had a warm by the fire, and the day has got a 
little heat in it. My clothes ate wretchedly 
thin, and this frosty morning I shall be per- 
ished with cold, for you say the city is some 
way off," 

[26] On this Telcmachus strode off through 
the yards, brooding his revenge upon the suit- 
ors. When he reached home he stood his spear 
against a bearing post of the cloister, crossed 
the stone floor of the cloister itself, and went 
inside. 

[^1] Nurse Eury^clca saw him long before 
any one else did. She was putting the fleeces 
on to the scats, and she burst out crying as she 
ran up to him; all the other maids came up too, 
and covered his head and shoulders with their 
kisses. Penelope came out of her room looking 
like Diana or Venus, and wept as she flung her 
arms about her son. She kissed his forehead 
and both his beautiful eyes, “Light of my 
eyes," she cried as she spoke fondly to him, “so 
you are come home again; I made sure I was 
never going to see you any more. To think of 
your having gone off to Pylos without saying 


anything about it or obtaining my consent. But 
come, tell me what you saw." 

[4s] “Do not scold me, mother," answered 
Tclemachus, “nor vex me, seeing what a nar- 
row escape I have had, but wash your face, 
change your dress, go upstairs with your maids, 
and promise full and sufficient hecatombs to 
all the gods if Jove will only grant us our re- 
venge upon the suitors. I must now go to the 
place of assembly to invite a stranger who has 
come back with me from Pylos. I sent him on 
with my crew, and told Piraeus to take him 
home and look after him till I could come for 
him myself." 

Is?] She heeded her sons words, washed 
her face, changed her dress, and vowed full and 
sulficient hecatombs to all the gods if they 
would only vouchsafe her revenge upon the 
suitors. 

[61] Tclemachus w^ent through, and out of, 
the cloisters spear in hand~not alone, for his 
tw’o fleet dogs went with him. Minerva en- 
dowed him with a presence of such divine 
comeliness that all marvelled at him as he went 
by, and the suitors gathered round him with 
fair words in their mouths and malice in their 
hearts; but he avoided them, and went to sit 
with Mentor, Antiphus, and 1 lalithcrses, old 
friends of his father s house, and they made 
him tell them all that had happened to him. 
Then Piraeus came up with Theoclymenus, 
whom he had escorted through the town to the 
place of assembly, whereon Tclemachus at 
once joined them. Pineus was first to speak: 
“relemachus," said he, “1 wish you would 
send some of your women to my house to take 
aw^ay the presents Menclaus gave you." 

[77] do not know, Pineus," answered 
Tclemachus, “what may happen. If the suitors 
kill me in my own house and di\'ide my prop- 
erty among them, I would rather you had the 
presents than that any of those people should 
get hold of them. If on the other hand I man- 
age to kill them, I shall be much obliged if you 
will kindly bring me my presents." 

[84] With these words he took Theocly- 
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menus to his own house. When they got there 
they laid their cloaks on the benches and seats, 
went into the baths, and washed themselves. 
When the maids had washed and anointed 
them, and had given them cloaks and shirts, 
they took their scats at table. A maid servant 
then brought them w^atcr in a beautiful golden 
ewer, and poured it into a silver basin for tliem 
to wash their hands; and she drew a clean table 
beside them. An upper servant brought them 
bread and offered them many good things of 
what there was in the house. Opposite them 
sat Penelope, reclining on a couch by one of 
the bearing-posts of the cloister, and spinning. 
Then they laid their hands on the good things 
that were before them, and as Sf)on as they had 
had enough to eat and drink Penelope said: 

[101] “Telemachus, I shall go upstairs and 
lie down on that sad couch, which I have not 
ceased to water with my tears, from the day 
Ulysses set out for Troy w'ith the sons of 
Atreus. You failed, however, to make it clear 
to me before the suitors came back to the house, 
whcthei or no you had been able to hear any- 
thing about the return of your father.'" 

[106] “I will tell you the truth," replied her 
son. "We went to Pylos and saw Nestor, who 
took me to his house and treated me as hos- 
pitably as though I were a son of his own who 
had just returned after a long absence; so also 
did his sons; but he said he had not heard a 
word from any human being about Ulysses, 
whether he w'as alive or dead. He sent me, 
therefore, with a chariot and horses to Rlene- 
laus. llierc I saw Helen, for whose sake so 
many, both Argives and Trojans, W'erc in heav- 
en's wisdom doomed to suffer. Menclaus asked 
me w'hat it w^as that had brought me to Lace- 
daemon, and I told him the whole truth, w'hercon 
he said, ‘So, then, these cowards would usur|) 
a brave man’s bed? A hind might as well lay 
her new-born young in the lair of a lion, and 
then go off to feed in the forest or in some 
grassy dell. The lion, when he comes back to 
his lair, will make short work with the pair of 
them, and so will Ulysses with these suitors. 
By father Jove, Minerva, and Apollo, if Ulysses 
is still the man that he was when he wrestled 
with Philomeleides in Lesbos, and threw him 
so heavily that all the Creeks cheered him— if 
he is still such, and were to come near these 
suitors, they would have a short shrift and a 
sorry wedding. As regards your question, how’'- 
ever, I will not prevaricate nor deceive you, but 
what the old man of the sea told me, so much 
will 1 tell you in full. He said he could sec 


Ulysses on an island sorrowing bitterly in the 
house of the nymph Calypso, who was keep- 
ing him prisoner, and he could not reach his 
home, for he had no ships nor sailors to take 
him over the sea.' This was what Menelaus 
told me, and when I had heard his story 1 came 
away; the gods then gave me a fair wind and 
soon brought me safe home again.” 

/150J With these words he moved the heart 
of Penelope. Then Theoclymenus said to her; 

[iS^,] “Madam, wife of Ulysses, Telenia- 
chus does not undci stand these things; listen 
therefore to me, for I can divine them surely, 
and will hide nothing from you. May Jove the 
king of heaven be my witness, and the rites 
of hospitality, with that hearth of Ulysses to 
which I now come, that Lllysses himself is 
even now in Ithaca, and, either going about the 
country or staying in one place, is enquiring 
into all these evil deeds and preparing a day of 
reckoning for the suitors. I saw an omen when 
I was on the ship which meant this, and I told 
Telemachus about it.” 

[162] “May it be even so," answered Pene- 
lope; “if your words come true, you shall have 
such gifts and such good will from me that all 
who see you .shall congratulate you.” 

[166] Thus did they converse. Meanwhile 
the suitors were throwing discs, or aiming w ith 
spears at a mark on the levelled giound in front 
of the house, and behaving with all their old 
insolence. But when it was now time for din- 
ner, and the flock of sheep and goats had come 
into the towm from all the country round, with 
their shepherds as usual, then Medon, who was 
their favourite servant, and who w^'lited upon 
them at table, said, “Now then, my young 
masters, you have had enough sport, so conic 
inside that wc may get dinner ready. Dinner 
is not a bad thing, at dinner time.” 

[lyy] ITiey left their sports as he told them, 
and when they weie within the house, they 
laid their cloaks on the benches and seats in- 
side, and then sacrificed some sheep, goats, 
pigs, and a heifer, all of them fat and well 
grown. I'hiis they made ready for their meal. 
In the meantime Ulysses ai)d the swineherd 
were about starting for tht town, and the 
swineherd said, “Stranger, I suppose you still 
want to go to town to-day, as my master said 
you were to do; for my own part 1 should have 
liked you to stay here as a station hand, but 
1 must do as my master tells me, or he will scold 
me later on, and a scolding from one's master is 
a very serious thing. Let us then be off, for it 
i.% now broad day; it will be night again directly 
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and then you will find it colder ” 

[192] “I know, and understand you,” re- 
lied Ulysses; '‘you need say no more. Let us 
e going, hut it you have a stick ready cut, let 
me have it to walk with, for you say the road 
is a very rough one.” 

[197] As he spoke he threw his shabby old 
tattered wallet over his shoulders, by the cord 
from which it hung, and Eurnaeus gave him a 
stick to his liking. "Fhe two then started, leav- 
ing the station in charge of the dogs and herds- 
men who remained beliind; the swineherd led 
the way and his master followed after, look- 
ing like some broken down old tramp as he 
leaned upon his staff, and his clothes were all 
in rags. When they bad got over the rough 
steep ground and were nearing the city, they 
reached the fountain from which the citizens 
drew their water. This had been made by Itha- 
cus, Neritus, and Polyctor. There was a grove 
of water-loving poplars planted in a circle all 
round it, and the clear cold water came down to 
it from a rock high up, while above the foun- 
tain there v\'a^ an altar to the nymphs, at which 
all wayfarers used to sacrifice. Here Melan- 
thius son of Dolius overtook them as he was 
driving down some goats, the best in his flock, 
tor thfj suitors' dinner, and there were two 
shepherds with him. When he saw Eurnaeus 
and Ulysses he reviled them with outrageous 
and unseemly language, wdiich made Ulysses 
very angry. 

[21 y] “Ihere you go,” cried he, “and a pre- 
cious pair you arc. Sec how heaven brings birds 
of the same feather to one another. Where, 
pray, master swineherd, arc you taking this 
poor miserable object? ft would make any one 
sick to see sucli a creature at table. A fellow^ like 
this never won a prize for anything in his life, 
but will go about rubbing his shoulders against 
every man's door post, and begging, not for 
swords and cauldrons like a man, but only for 
a few scraps not worth begging for. If you 
would give him to me for a hand on my station, 
he might do to clean out the folds, or bring a 
bit of sweet feed to the kids, and he could 
fatten his thighs as much as he pleased on 
whey; but he has taken to bad ways and will 
not go about any kind of work; he will do 
nothing but beg victuals all the town over, 
to feed his insatiable belly. I say, therefore— 
and it shall surely be— if he goes near Uly.sses' 
house he will get his head broken by the 
stools they will fling at him, till they turn 
him out.” 

[ ^33] On this, as he passed, he gave Ulysses 
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a kick on the hip out of pure wantonness, but 
Ulysses stood firm, and did not budge from the 
path. For a moment he doubtt'd whether or no 
to fly at Melanthius and kill him with his staff, 
or fling him to the ground and beat his brains 
out; he resolved, however, to endure it and 
keep himself in check, but the swineherd looked 
straight at Melanthius and rebuked him, lift- 
ing up his hands and praying to heaven as he 
did so. 

[240] “Fountain nymphs,” he cried, “chil- 
dren of Jove, if ever Ulysses burned you thigh 
bones covered with fat whether of Iambs or 
kids, grant my prayer that heaven may send 
him home. He would soon put an end to the 
swaggering threats with which such men as 
you go about insulting people— gadding all over 
the town while your flocks are going to ruin 
through bad shepherding.” 

[247] Then Melanthius the goatherd an- 
swered, “You ill conditioned eur, what are you 
talking about? Some day or other I will put you 
on board ship and take you to a foreign coun- 
tr)^ where I can sell you and pocket the money 
you will fetch. I wish I were as sure that Apollo 
would strike Tclemachus dead this very day, or 
that the suitors would kill him, as I am that 
Ulysses will never come home again.” 

[2^4] With this he left them to come on at 
their leisure, while he went quickly forward 
and soon reached the house of his master. 
When he got there he went in and took his 
seat among the suitors opposite Eurvmachus, 
who liked him better than any of the others. 
The servants biought him a portion of meat, 
and an upper woman servant set bread before 
him that he might cat. Presently Ulysses and 
the swineherd cainc up to the house and stood 
by it, amid a sound of music, for Phemius was 
just beginning to sing to the suitors. Then 
Lllysscs took hold of the swineherd's hand, 
and said: 

[264] “Eumseus, this house of Ulysses is a 
very fine place. No matter how far you go you 
will find few like it. One building keeps fol- 
lowing on after another. The outer court has a 
wall with battlements all round it; the dixirs are 
double folding, and of good workmanship; it 
would be a hard matter to take it by force of 
arms. I perceive, too, that there are many peo- 
ple banqueting within it, for tlicre is a smell 
of roast meat, and I hear a sound of music, 
which the gods have made to go along with 
feasting.” 

[2y2j Then Euma?us said, “You have per- 
ceived aright, as indeed you generally do; but 
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let us think what will he our best course. Will 
you go inside first and join the suitors, leaving 
me here behind you, or will you wait here and 
let me go in firsts But do not wait long, or some 
one may sec you loitering about outside, and 
throw something at you. Consider this matter I 
pray you." 

[280] And Ulysses answered, “I understand 
and heed. Go in first and leave me here where 
I am. I am quite used to being beaten and hav- 
ing things thrown at me. 1 have been so much 
buffeted about in war and by sea that I am 
case*hardened, and this too may go with the 
rest. But a man cannot hide away the cravings 
of a hungry belly; this is an enemy which gives 
much trouble to all men; it is because of this 
that ships are fitted out to sail the seas, and to 
make war upon other people.” 

[zgo] As they were thus talking, a dog that 
had been lying asleep raised his head and 
pricked up his cars. 'Fhis was Argos, whom 
Ulysses had bred before setting out for Troy, 
but he had never had any work out of him. In 
the old days he used to be taken out by the 
young men when they went hunting wild goats, 
or deer, or hares, but now that his master was 
gone he was lying neglected on the heaps of 
mule and cow dung that lay in front of the 
stable doors till the men should come and draw 
it away to manure the great close; and he- was 
full of fleas. As soon as he saw Ulysses standing 
there, he dropped his ears and wagged his tail, 
but he could not get close up to his master. 
When Ulysses saw the dog on the other side of 
the yard, he dashed a tear from his eyes with- 
out Eumasus seeing it, and said: 

[306] “Eumaeus, what a noble hound that is 
over yonder on the manure heap; his build is 
splendid; is he as fine a fellow as he looks, or 
is he only one of those dogs that come begging 
about a table, and arc kept merely for show? ’ 

[3^^] ‘TTis hound," answered Eumaeus, ''be- 
longed to him who has died in a far country. 
If he were what he was when Ulysses left for 
Troy, he would soon show you what he could 
do. There was not a wild beast in the forest 
that could get away from him whfcn he was 
once on its tracks. But now he has fallen on evil 
times, for his master is dead and gone, and the 
women take no care of him. Servants never do 
their work when their master's hand is no 
longer over them, for Jove takes half the good- 
ness out of a man when he makes a slave of 
him." 

[324] As he spoke he went inside the build- 
ings to the cloister where the suitors were, but 


Argos died as soon as he had recognized his 
master. 

[s^8] Telemachus saw Eumseus long before 
any one else did, and beckoned him to come 
and sit beside him; so he looked about and saw 
a seat lying near where the carver sat sendng 
out their portions to the suitors; he picked it 
up, brought it to Telemachiis's table, and sat 
down opposite him. Then the servant brought 
him his portion, and gave him bread from the 
bread-basket. 

[33^] Immediately afterwards Ulysses came 
inside, looking like a poor miserable old beggar, 
leaning on his staff and with his clothes all in 
rags, lie sat down upon the threshold of ash- 
wood just inside the doors leading from the 
outer to the inner court, and against a bearing- 
post of cypress-wood which the carpenter had 
skilfully planed, and had made to join truly 
with rule and line. Telemachus took a whole 
loaf from the bread-basket, with as much meat 
as he could hold in his two hands, and said to 
Eumaeus, “Take this to the stranger, and tell 
him to go the round of the suitors, and beg 
from them; a beggar must not be shamefaced.’* 

[^48 ] So Euniaius went up to him and said, 
'‘Stranger, Telemachus sends you tins, and says 
you are to go the round of the suitors begging, 
for beggars must not be shamefaced." 

[35 3J Ulysses answered, "May King Jove 
grant all happiness to Telemachus, and fulfil 
the desire of his heait.” 

[35^] Then with both hands he took what 
Telemachus had sent him, and laid it on the 
dirty old wallet at his feet. I Ic went on eating 
it while the bard was singing, and had just 
finished his dinner as he left off. llie suitors 
applauded the hard, whereon Minerva went 
up to Ulysses and prompted him to beg pieces 
of bread from each one of the suitors, that he 
might see what kind of people they were, and 
tell the good from the bad; but come what 
might she was not going to save a single one 
of them. Ulysses, therefore, went on his round, 
going from left to right, andjstretchcd out his 
hands to beg as though he vi^re a real beggar. 
Some of them pitied him, ^nd were curious 
about him, asking one anotheir who he was and 
where he came from; wher|on the goatherd 
Melanthius said, “Suitors of i^y noble mistress, 
I can tell you something aboilt him, for I have 
seen him before. The swineherd brought him 
here, but I know nothing about the man him- 
self, nor where he comes from." 

[374] On this Antinous began to abuse the 
swineherd. “You precious idiot," he cried, “what 
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have you brought this man to town for? Have 
we not tramps and beggars enough already to 
pester us as we sit at meat? Do you think it a 
small thing that such people gather here to 
waste your master's property— and must you 
needs bring this man as well?" 

[^So] And Euma?us answered, “Antinous, 
your birth is good but your words evil. It was 
no doing of mine that he came here. Who is 
likely to invite a stranger from a foreign coun- 
try, unless it be one of those who can do public 
service as a seer, a healer of hurts, a carjientcr, 
or a bard who can charm us with his singing? 
Such men arc vN’elcorne all the world over, but 
no one is likely to ask a beggar who will only 
worry him. You are always harder on Ulysses' 
servants than any of the other suitors are, and 
alwve all on me, but 1 do not care so long as 
TelemaUiiis and Penelope are alive and here." 

[39^] But Telcmachus said, "Hush, do not 
answer him; Anti nous has the bitterest tongue 
of all the suitors, and he makes the others 
worse." 

^396] Then turning to Antinous he said, 
"Antinous, you take as much care of my inter- 
ests as though I were your son. Why should 
you want to sec this stranger turned out of the 
house? 1 leaven forbid; take something and give 
it him yourself; I do not grudge it; 1 bid you 
take it. Never mind my mother, nor any of the 
other servants in the hou.se; but 1 know you 
will not do what 1 say, for you are more fond of 
eating things yourself than of giving them to 
other people." 

[405] “What do you mean, Telcmachus," 
replied Antinous, "by this swaggering talk? If 
all the suitors were to give him as much as I 
will, he would not come here again for another 
three months." 

[4og] As he spoke he drew the stool on 
which he rested his dainty feet from under the 
tabic, and made as though he would throw it 
at Ulysses, but the other suitors all gave him 
something, and filled his wallet with bread and 
meat; he was about, therefore, to go back to the 
threshold and cal what the suitors had given 
him, hut he first went up to Antinous and said: 

[41^1 *‘Sir, give me something; you are not, 
surely, the poorest man here; you seem to be a 
chief, foremost among them all; therefore you 
should be the better giver, and I will tell far 
and wide of your bounty. I too was a rich man 
once, and had a fine house of my own; in those 
days I gave to many a tramp such as I now am, 
no matter whohemightbenorwhat he wanted. 
I had any number of servants, and all the other 
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things which people have who live well and 
are accounted wealthy, hut it pleased Jove to 
take all away from me. He sent me with a band 
of roving robbers to Egypt; it was a long voy- 
age and I was undone by it. I stationed my 
ships in the river /Egyptus, and bade my men 
stay by them and keep guard over them, while 
I sent out scouts to reconnoitre from every 
point of vantage. 

[431] "But the men disobeyed my orders, 
took to their own devices, and ravaged the land 
of the Egyptians, killing the men, and taking 
their wives and children captives. The alarm 
was soon carried to the city, and when they 
heard the war-cry, the people came out at day- 
break till the plain was filled with soldiers 
horse and foot, and with the gleam of armour, 
llicn Jove spread panic among my men, and 
they would no longer face the enemy, for they 
found themselves surrounded. The Egyptians 
killed many of us, and took the rest alive to 
do forced labour for them; as for myself, they 
gave me to a friend who met them, to take to 
Cyprus, Dmetor by name, son of lasus, who 
was a great man in Cyprus. Thence I am come 
hither in a state of great misery." 

[44s] Then Antinous said, "Wliat god can 
have sent such a pestilence to plague us during 
our dinner? Get out, into the open part of the 
court, or I will give you Egypt and Cyprus over 
again for your insolence and importunity; you 
have begged of all the others, and they have 
given you lavishly, for they have abundance 
round them, and it is easy to be free with other 
people's property when there is plenty of it." 

[4s 3] On this Ulysses began to move off, 
and said, "Your looks, my fine sir, are better 
than your breeding; if you were in your own 
house ytm would not spare a poor man so much 
as a pinch of salt, for though you arc in an- 
other man's, and surrounded with abundance, 
you cannot find it in you to give him even a 
piece of bread." 

[458] This made Antinous very angry, and 
he scowled at him saying, “You shall pay for 
this before you get clear of the court." With 
these words he threw a footstool at him, and 
hit him on the right shoulder-blade near the 
top of his back. Ulysses stood firm as a rock and 
the blow did not even stagger him, but he 
shook his head in silence as he brooded on his 
revenge. Then he went hack to the threshold 
and sat down there, laying his well-filled wallet 
at his feet. 

[46S] "Listen to me," he cried, "you suitors 
of Queen Penelope, that I may speak even as 
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I am minded. A man knows neither ache nor 
pain if he gets hit while fighting for his money, 
or for his sheep or his cattle; and even so 
Antinous has hit mo while in the service of my 
miserable belly, which is always getting people 
into trouble. Still, if the poor have gods and 
avenging deities at all, 1 pray them that An- 
tinous may come to a bad end before his mar- 
riage/’ 

[477] “Sit where you are, and cat your vict- 
uals in silence, or be otf clsew^here,'* shouted 
Antinous. “If you say more I will have you 
dragged hand and foot through tlic courts, and 
the servants shall flav you alive." 

[4S1] The other suitors were much displeased 
at this, and one of the young men said, “An- 
tinous, you did ill in striking that poor wretch 
of a tramp: it will be worse for you if he should 
turn out to be some god— and we know the 
gods go about disguised in all sorts of ways as 
people from foreign countries, and travel about 
the w'orld to see who do amiss and who right- 
eously.” 

[488] Thus said the suitors, but Antinous 
paid them no heed. Meanw 4 ule I’elemachus 
W'as furious about the blow that had been given 
to his father, and though no tear fell from him, 
he shook his head in silence and brooded on 
his revenge. 

[492] Now when Penelope heard that the 
beggar had been stnick in the banqueting- 
cloister, she said before her maids, “Would 
that Apollo would so strike you, Antinous,” 
and her w^aiting woman Hurynome answered, 
“If our prayers were answered not one of the 
suitors would ever again see the sun rise.” 
Then Penelope said, “Nurse, I hate every single 
one of them, for they mean nothing but mis- 
chief, but I hate Antinous like the daikncss of 
death itself. A poor unfortunate tramp has 
come begging about the house for sheer W'ant. 
Every one else has given him something to put 
in his wallet, but Antinous has hit him on the 
right shoulder-blade wath a footstool.” 

/5057 Thus did she talk with her maids as 
she sat in her own room, and in the meantime 
Ulysses was getting his dinner. 1 hch she called 
for the swineherd and said, “Eumieus, go and 
tell the stranger to come here, I want to see 
him and ask him some questions, lie seems 
to have travelled much, and he may have seen 
or heard something of my unhappy husband.” 

[512] To this you answered, O swineherd 
Eumaeus, “If these Achaeans, Madam, would 
only keep quiet, you would be charmed with 
the history of his adventures. I had him three 


days and three nights w'ith me in my hut, 
which was the first place he reached after 
running .uvay from his ship, and he has not 
yet completed the story of his misfortunes. If 
he had been the most heaven-taught minstrel 
in the whole world, on whose lips all hearers 
hang entranced, 1 could not have been moic 
charmed as I sat in my hut and listened to him. 
He says there is an old friendship between his 
house and that of Ulysses, and that he comes 
from Crete where the descendants of Minos 
live, afterhaving been driven hither and thither 
by every kind of misfortune; ho also declares 
that he has heard of Ulysses as being alive and 
near at hand among the Thesprotians, and that 
he is bringing great wealth home with liini." 

[$28] “Call him here, then,” said Penelope, 
“that I too may hear his story. As tor the suit- 
ors, let them take their pleasure indoors or out 
as they will, lor they have nothing to fret 
about. Their corn and wine remain unw'astcd 
in their houses with none but servants to con- 
sume them, w’hilc they keep hanging about our 
house day after day, sacrilicingour oxen, shec’p, 
and fat goats for their banquets, and never giv- 
ing so much as a thought to the quantity of 
wine they diink. No estate can stand such 
recklessness, for wc have now no Ulysses to 
protect us. If he were to come again, he and 
his son would soon have their revenge." 

754 1 J As she spoke I’elctnaclius sneezed so 
loudly that the w'liole house resounded with it. 
Penelope laughed W'hen slic heard this, and 
said to Eunia.‘us, “Co and call the stranger; did 
you not hear how my sun sneezed just as J was 
speaking? This can only mean that all the suit- 
ors are going to be killed, and that not one of 
them shall escape. Furthermore I say, and lay 
iiiy saying to your heart: if I am satisfied that 
the stranger is speaking the tnith I shall give 
him a shirt and cloak of good ^vear.” 

[55^] When Euma^us heard this he went 
straight to Ulysses and said, “Father stranger, 
my mistress Penelope, mother of Tclemachus, 
has sent for you; she is in great grief, but she 
wishes to hear anything you ^an tell her about 
her husband, and if she is satisfied that you are 
speaking the truth, she wilhgive you a shirt 
and cloak, which are the very things that you 
arc most in want of. As for bread, you can get 
enough of that to fill your belly, by begging 
about the town, and letting those give that 
will.” 

75607 “I will tell Penelope,” answered Ulys- 
ses, “nothing but what is strictly true. I know 
ail about her husband, and have been partner 
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with him in affliction, but I am afraid of pass- 
ing through this crowd of cruel suitois, for 
their pride and insolence reach heaven. Just 
now, moreover, as 1 was going about the house 
without doing any harm, a man gave me a 
blow that hurt me very much, but neither Tc- 
lemachus nor any one else defended me. Tell 
Penelope, therefore, to be patient and wait till 
sundown. Let her give me a seat close up to 
the lire, for my clothes are worn very thin— you 
know they arc, for you have seen them ever 
since I first asked you to help me— she can then 
ask me about the return of her husband. 

[574] I hc swineherd went back when he 
heard this, and Penelope said as she saw him 
cross the threshold, ‘"Why do you not bring 
him here, Eumafus? Is he afraid that some one 
will ilhtieat him, or is he shy of coming inside 
the house at all> Beggars should not be shame- 
faced.*' 

I579] To this you answered, O swineherd 
Eumxus, ‘‘The stranger is quite reasonable. 
He is avoiding the suitors, and is only doing 
what any on'’ would do. He asks you to 
wait till sundown, and it will be much better, 
madam, that you should have him all to your- 
self, wlien you can hear him and talk to him 
as you will.*’ 
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[5^5] “The man is no fool,” answered Pene- 
lope, “it would very likely be as he says, for 
there are no such abominable people in the 
whole world as these men are.” 

[5^9] When she had done speaking Eumaeus 
went back to the suitors, for he had explained 
everything. Then he went up to lelemachus 
and said in his car so that none could overhear 
him, “My dear sir, I will now go back to the 
pigs, to sec after your property and my own 
business. You will look to what is going on 
here, but above all be careful to keep out of 
danger, for there are many who bear you ill 
will. May Jove bring them to a bad end before 
they do us a mischief.” 

[59^] “Very well,” replied Telemachus, “go 
home when you have had your dinner, and in 
the morning come here with the victims we 
are to sacrifice for the day. Leave the rest to 
heaven and me.” 

[602] On this Eumseus took his seat again, 
and when he had finished his dinner he left 
the courts and the cloister with the men at 
table, and went back to his pigs. As for the 
suitors, they presently began to amuse them- 
selves with singing and dancing, for it was now 
getting on towards evening. 
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N OW there came a certain common tramp this house. The stranger and Irus have quar- 

who used to go begging all over the relied and are going to fight, let us set them on 
city of Ithaca, and was notorious as an to do so at once.'' 
incorrigible glutton and drunkard. This man [40] The suitors all came up laughing, and 
had no strength nor stay in him, but he was a gathered round the two ragged tramps. ^‘Listen 

great hulking fellow to look at, his real name, to me,*' said Antinous, “there arc some goats* 

the one his mother gave him, was Amacus, but paunches down at the fire, which we have filled 

the young men of the place called him Irus, with blood and fat, and set aside for supper; 

because he used to run errands for any one he who is victorious and proves himself to be 

who would send him. As soon as he came he the better man shall have his pick of the lot; 

began to insult Ulysses, and to try and drive he shall be free of our table and we will not 

him out of his own house. allow any other beggar about the house at all 

[lo] “Be off, old man," he cried, “from the [so] The others all agreed, but Ulysses, to 
doorway, or you shall be dragged out neck and throw them off the scent, said, “Sirs, an old 

heels. Do you not see that they are all giving man hkc myself, worn out with suffering, can- 

me the wink, and wanting me to turn you out not hold his own against a young one; but my 

by force, only I do not like to do so? Get up irrepressible belly urges me on, though I know 

then, and go of yourself, or we shall come to it can only end in my getting a drubbing. You 

blows." must swear, however, that none of vou will 

[14] Uly sses frowned on him and said, “My give me a foul blow to favour Irus and secure 
friend, I do you no manner of harm; people him the victory." 

give you a great deal, but 1 am not jealous. [sS] They swore as he told them, and when 
There is room enough in this doorway for the they had completed their oath Telcmachus put 

pair of us, and you need not grudge me things in a word and said, “Stranger, if you have a 

that are not yours to give. You seem to be just mind to settle with tliis fellow, you need not 

such another tramp as myself, but perhaps the be afraid of any one here. Whoever strikes 

gods will give us better luck by and by. Do not, you will have to fight more than one. I am host, 

however, talk too much about fighting, or you and the other chiefs, Antinous and Eurymachus, 

will incense me, and old though I am, I shall both of them men of understanding, are of the 

cover your mouth and chest with blood. I shall same mind as I am." 

have more peace to-morrow if I do, for you will [66] Every one assented, and Ulysses girded 
not come to the house of Ulysses any more." his old rags about his loins, thus baring his 

/25J Irus was very angry and answered, “You stalwart thighs, his broad chest and shoulders, 

filthy glutton, you run on trippingly like an old and his mighty arms; but Minerva came up to 

fish-fag. I have a good mind to lay both hands him and made his limbs eyen stronger still, 

about you, and knock your teeth out of your The suitors were beyond m^sure astonished, 

head like so many boars tusks. Get ready, and one would turn towards his neighbour 

therefore, and let these people here stand by saying, “The stranger has breyght such a thigh 

and look on. You will never be able to fi^ht one out of his old rags that there |vill soon be noth- 

who is so much younger than yourself." ing left of Irus." 

[S^] Thus roundly did they rate one an- [7$] Irus began to be v^ry uneasy as he 
other on the smooth pavement in front of the heard them, but the servants girded him by 

doorway, and when Antinous saw what was force, and brought him [into the open part of 

going on he laughed heartily and said to the the court] in such a fright that his limbs were 

others, “This is the finest sport that you ever all of a tremble. Antinous scolded him and 

saw; heaven never yet sent anything like it into said, “You swaggering bully, you ought never 

284 



BOOK 

to have been bom at all if you are afraid of 
such an old broken-down creature as this tramp 
is. I say, therefore—and it shall surely be— if he 
beats you and proves himself the better man, 

I shall pack you olf on board ship to the main- 
land and send you to king Echetus, who kills 
every one that comes near him. I le will cut off 
your nose and ears, and draw out your entrails 
for the dogs to eat.'* 

[8S] 'This frightened Irus still more, but 
they brought him into the middle of the court, 
and the two men raised their hands to fight. 
Then Ulysses considered whether he should 
let drive so hard at him as to make an end of 
him then and there, or whether he should give 
him a lighter blow that should only knock him 
down; in the end he deemed it best to give the 
lighter blow for fear the Achaeiins should begin 
to suspect who he was. Then they began to 
fight, and Irus hit Ulysses on the right shoul- 
der; but Ulysses ga\'e Irus a blow on the neck 
under the ear that broke in the bones of his 
skull, and the blood came gushing out of his 
mouth; he fcH ^u^aning in the dusf, gnashing 
his teeth and kicking on the ground, but the 
suitors threw up their hands and nearly died 
of laughter, as Ulysses caught hold of him by 
the foot and dragged him into the outer court 
as far as the gate-house. There he propped him 
up against tlic wall and put his staff in his 
hands. ''Sit here,*’ said he, “and keep the dogs 
and pigs off; you are a pitiful creature, and if 
you try to make yourself king of the licggars 
any more you shall fare still worse.” 

[io8] Then he threw his dirty old wallet, all 
tattered and torn, over his shoulder with the 
cord by which it hung, and went back to sit 
down upon the threshold; but the suitors went 
within the cloisters, laughing and saluting him, 
“May Jove, and all the other gods,” said they, 
“grant you whatever you want for having put 
an end to the importunity of this insatiable 
tramp. We will take him over to the mainland 
presently, to king Echetus, who kills every one 
that comes near him.” 

[117] Ulysses hailed this as of good omen, 
and Antinous set a great goat’s paunch before 
him filled with blood and fat. Ainphinomus 
took two loaves out of the bread basket and 
brought them to him, pledging him as he did 
so in a golden goblet of wine. “Good luck to 
ou,” he said, “father stranger, you are very 
adly off at present, but I hope you will have 
better times by and by.” 

[124] To this Ulysses answered, “Amphin- 
omus, you seem to be a man of good under- 
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standing, as indeed you may well be, seeing 
whose son you are. I have heard your father 
well spoken of; he is Nisus of Dulichium, a 
man both brave and wealthy. They tell me you 
are his son, and you appear to be a considerable 
person; listen, therefore, and take heed to what 
I am saying. Man is the vainest of all creatures 
that have their being upon earth. As long as 
heaven vouchsafes him health and strength, he 
thinks that he shall come to no hann hereafter, 
and even when the blessed gods bring sorrow 
upon him, he bears it as he needs must, and 
makes the best of it; for God Almighty gives 
men their daily minds day by day. I know all 
about it, for I was a rich man once, and did 
much wrong in the stubbornness of my pride, 
and in the confidence that my father and my 
brothers would support me; therefore let a man 
fear God in all things always, and take the 
good that heaven may see fit to send him with- 
out vainglory.. Consider the infamy of what 
these suitors are doing; sec how they are wast- 
ing the estate, and doing dishonour to the wife, 
of one who is certain to return some day, and 
that, too, not long hence. Nay, he will be here 
soon; may heaven send you home quietly first 
that you may not meet with him in the day of 
his coming, for once he is here the suitors and 
he will not part bloodlessly.” 

[151] With these words he made a drink- 
offering, and when he had drunk he put the 
gold cup again into the hands of Amphinomus, 
who walked away serious and bowing his head, 
for he foreboded evil. But even so he did not 
escape destruction, for Minerva had doomed 
him to fall by the hand of Telemachus. So he 
took his seat again at the place from which he 
had come. 

[158] Then Minerva put it into the mind of 
Penelope to show' herself to the suitors, tliat she 
might make them still more enamoured of her, 
and win still further honour from her son and 
husband. So she feigned a mocking laugh and 
said, “Eurvnome, 1 have changed my mind, 
and have a fancy to show myself to the suitors 
although I detest them. I should like also to 
give my son a hint that he had better not have 
anything more to do with them. They speak 
fairly enough but thev mean mischief.” 

[i6g] “My dear child,” answ'ercdEuiymome, 
“all that you have said is true, go and tell your 
son about it, but first wash yourself and anoint 
your face. Do not go about with your cheeks 
all covered w’ilh tears; it is not right that you 
should grieve so incessantly; for T elemachus, 
whom you always prayed that you might live 



286 the odyssey 


to see with a beard, is already grown up/* 

[177] “I know, Eurynome," replied Penelope, 
“that you mean well, but do not try and per- 
suade me to wash and to anoint myself, for 
heaven robbed me of all my beauty on the day 
my husband sailed; nevertheless, tell Autonoe 
and I lippodamia that I want them. They must 
be with me when J am in the cloister; I am not 
going among the men alone; it would not be 
proper for me to do so.” 

[iS^] On this the old woman went out of 
the room to bid the maids go to their mistress. 
In the meantime Minerva bethought her of 
another matter, and sent Penelope off into a 
sweet slumber; so she lay down on her couch 
and her limbs became heavy u ith sleep. Then 
the goddess shed grace and beauty over her that 
all the Achaeans might admire her. She washed 
her face with the ambrosial loveliness that 
Venus wears when she goes dancing with the 
Graces; she made her taller and of a more com- 
manding figure, while as for her complexion it 
was w’hiter than sawn ivory. When Miner\'a 
had done all this she went away, whereon the 
maids came in from the w\)men s room and 
woke Penelope with the sound of their talking. 

[200] “What an exquisitely delicious sleep 
I have been having,” said she, as she passed her 
hands over her face, '‘in spite of all my misery. 
I wish Diana would let me die so sweetly now 
at this very moment, that I might no longer 
waste in despair for the loss of rny dear hus- 
band, who possessed every kind of good quality 
and was the most distinguished man among 
the Achaeans.” 

[206] With these words she came down 
from her upper room, not alone but attended 
by two of her maidens, and when she reached 
the suitors she stood by one of the bearing- 
posts supporting the roof of the cloister, hold- 
ing a veil before her face, and with a staid maid 
servant on cither side of her. As they beheld 
her the suitors were so overpowered and be- 
came so desperately enamoured of her, that 
each one prayed he might win her for his own 
bed fellow. 

[214] “Telemachus,” said she, addressing her 
son, “1 fear you are no longer so discreet and 
well conducted as you used to be. When you 
were younger you had a greater sense of pro- 
priety; now, however, that you are grown up, 
though a stranger to look at you would take you 
for the S(3n of a well-to-do father as far as size 
and good looks go, your conduct is by no means 
what it should be. What is all this disturbance 
that has been going on, and how came you to 


alJow a stranger to be so disgracefully ill- 
tieatcd? What would have happened if he had 
sulfered serious injiuy while a suppliant in our 
housed Surely this would have been very dis- 
creditable to you.” 

[zz6] “1 am not surprised, my dear mother, 
at your displeasure,” replied Telemachus, 
understand all about it and know when things 
arc not as they should be, which I could not 
do when I was younger; I cannot, however, be- 
have with perfect propriety at all times. First 
one and then another of these wicked people 
here keeps driving v^c out of my mind, and I 
have no one to stand by me. After all, however, 
this fight between Irus and (he .stranger did nut 
turn out as the suitors meant it to do, for the 
stranger got the best of it. 1 wish Father Jove, 
Minerva, and Apollo would break the neck of 
every one of these wooers of yfmrs, some inside 
the house and some out; and I wish they might 
all be as limp as Irus is over yonder in the gate 
of the outer court. See how he nods his head 
like a drunken man; he has had such a thrash- 
ing that he cannot stand on his feet nor get 
back to his home, wherever that may be, for he 
has no strength left in him.” 

[24^] 'Ffius did they converse. Eurymachus 
then came up and said, ‘‘Queen Penelope, 
daughter ol Icanus, if all the Achaiansin lasian 
Argos could see you at this moment, you would 
have still moie suitors in your house by to- 
morrow morning, for you are the most admi- 
rable woman in the whole world bcjth as regards 
personal beauty and strength of understanding.” 

[ 2507 To this Penelope replied, “Eurymachus, 
heaven robbed me of all my beauty whether of 
face or figure when the Argives set sail for Troy 
and my dear husband with them. If he were to 
return and look after my affairs, I should both 
be more respected and show a better presence 
to the world. As it is, I am oppressed with care, 
and with the afilictions which heaven has seen 
fit to heap upon me. My husband foresaw it 
all, and when he was leaving home he took 
my right wrist in his hand— 'Wife,' he said, 'we 
shall not all of us come safe home from Troy, 
for the Trojans fight well bpth with bow and 
spear. They arc excellent al^ at fighting from 
chariots, and nothing decic^es the issue of a 
fight sooner than this. I knt)w not, therefore, 
whether heaven wall send me back to you, or 
whether I may not fall over there at Troy. In 
the meantime do you look after things here. 
Take care of my father and mother as at pres- 
ent, and even more so during my absence, but 
.vhen you see our son growing a beard, then 
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marry whom you will, and leave this your 
pres(?nt lioine/ This is what he said and now it 
is all coming true. A night will come when 1 
shall have to yield myself to a marriage which 
I detest, for jove has taken from me all hope 
of happiness. This further grief, moreover, cuts 
me to the very heart. You suitors are not woo- 
ing me after the custom of my country. When 
men are courting a woman who they think will 
be a good wife to them and who is of noble 
birth, and when they are each trying to wan her 
for himself, they usually bring oxen and sheep 
to feast the friends of the lady, and they make 
her rnagnilicent presents, instead of eating up 
other people’s ])ropcrty without paying for it." 

[iSj] ’Ihis was what she said, and Ulysses 
was glad when he heard her trying to get pres- 
ents out of the suitors, and flattering them with 
fair words which he knew she did not mean. 

[2S4] I'hen Antinous said, "Queen Penel- 
ope, daughter of Icarius, take as many presents 
as you please from any one who will give them 
to you; it is not w^ell to refuse a present; but we 
will not go our business nor stir from 

where w’c are, till you have married the best 
man among us whoever ho may be." 

/290/ ’The others applauded what Antinous 
had said, and each one sent his servant to bring 
his present. Antinouss man returned with a 
large and lovely dress most exquisitely embroi- 
dered. It had twelve beautifully made brooch 
pins of pure gold with wiiich to fasten it. Eury- 
machus immediately brought her a magnificent 
chain of gold and amber beads that gleamed 
like sunlight. Eurydamas's two men returned 
with some earrings fashioned into three bril- 
liant pendants which glistened most beauti- 
fully; while king Pisaiidcr son of Polyctor gave 
her a necklace of the rarest workmanship, and 
every one else brought her a beautiful present 
of some kind. 

[302] Then the queen went back to her 
room upstairs, and her maids brought the pres- 
ents after her. Meanwhile the suitors took to 
singing and dancing, and stayed till evening 
came. They danced and sang till it grew' dark; 
they then brought in three braziers to give light, 
and piled them up with chopped firewood very 
old and dry, and they lit torches from them, 
which the maids held up turn and turn about. 
Then Ulysses said: 

[313] "Maids, servants of Ulysses who has 
so long been absent, go to the queen inside the 
house; sit with her and amuse her, or spin, and 
pick wool. I will hold the light for all these peo- 
ple. They may stay till morning, but shall not 
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beat me, tor I can stand a great deal." 

[320] Tile maids looked at one another and 
laughed, while pretty Melantho began to gibe 
at him contemptuously. She was daughter to 
Dolius, but had been brought up by Penelope, 
who used to give her toys to play writh, and 
looked after her when she W'as a child; but in 
spite of all this she showed no consideration 
f(»r the sorrows of her mistress, and used to mis- 
conduct herself with Eurymachus, with whom 
she was in love. 

[3^7] "‘Poor wretch," said she, "are you gone 
clean out of your mind? Go and sleep in some 
smithy, or place of public gossips, instead of 
chattering here. Are you not ashamed of open- 
ing your mouth before your bettcr.s— so many 
of them too? Has the wnne been getting into 
your head, or do you always babble in this way? 
You seem to have lost your wits because you 
beat the tramp Irus; take care that a better man 
than he does not come and cudgel you about 
the head till he pack you bleeding out of the 
house." 

[337] "VLxen," replied Ulysses, scowling at 
her, "1 will go and tell Telcinachus what you 
have been saying, and he will have you tom 
limb from limb." 

[340] With these words he scared the 
women, and they went olf into the body of the 
house. They trembled all over, for they thought 
he would do as he said. But Ulysses took his 
stand near the burning braziers, holding up 
torches and looking at the people— -brooding the 
w'hile on things that should surely come to pass. 

[346] But Minerva would not let the suitors 
for one moment cease their insolence, for she 
w'anted Ulysses to become even more bitter 
against them; she therefore set Eurymachus son 
of Polybus on to gibe at him, which made the 
others laugh. "Listen to me," said he, "you 
suitors of Queen Penelope, that I may speak 
even as I am minded. It is not for nothing that 
this man has come to the house of Lllysses; I 
believe the light has not been coming from the 
torches, but from his own head— for his hair is 
all gone, every bit of it." 

[35^] Then turning to Ulysses lie said, 
"Stranger, will you wxirk as a servant, if I send 
you to the wolds and see that you arc weJl paid? 
Can you build a stone fence, or plant trees? I 
will have you fed all the year round, and will 
find you in shoes and clothing. Will you go, 
then? Not you; for you have got into bad ways, 
and do not want to work; you had rather fill 
your belly liy going round the country begging." 

[366] "Eurymachus," answered Ulysses, "if 
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you and I were to work one against the other in 
early summer when the days are at their long- 
est— give me a good scythe, and take another 
yourself, and let us see which w^ill fast the 
longer or mow the stronger, from dawn till 
dark when the mowing grass is about. Or if you 
will plough against me, let us each take a yoke 
of tawny oxen, well-mated and of great strength 
and endurance: turn me into a four acre field, 
and see whether you or I can drive thestraighter 
furrow. If, again, war W’cre to break out this 
day, give me a shield, a couple of spears and a 
helmet fitting well upon my temples— you 
would find me foremost in the fray, and would 
cease your gibes about my belly. You are inso- 
lent and cruel, and think yourself a groat man 
because you live in a little w'orld, and that a 
bad one. If Ulysses comes to his own again, the 
doors of his house are wide, but you will find 
them narrow when you try to fly through them.'* 
/387J Eurymachus was furious at all this. 
He scowled at him and cried, '"You wretch, I 
will soon pay you out for daring to say such 
things to me, and in public too. Has the wine 
been getting into your head or do you always 
babble in this way? You seem to have lost your 
wits because you beat the tramp Irus.'" With 
this he caught hold of a footstool, but Ulysses 
sought protection at the knees of Amphinomus 
of Dulichium, for he was afraid. The stool hit 
the cupbearer on his right hand and knocked 
him down: the man fell with a cry flat on his 
back, andhis wine-jug fell ringing to theground. 
llie suitors in the covered cloister were now in 


an uproar, and one would turn towards his 
neighbour, saying, ‘^I wish the stranger had 
gone somewhere else, bad luck to him, for all 
the trouble he gives us. We cannot permit such 
disturbance about a beggar; if such ill counsels 
are to prevail we shall nave no more pleasure 
at our banquet.*' 

[40^] On this Telemacbus came forw'ard 
and said, ‘‘Sirs, are you mad? Can you not carry 
your meat and your liquor decently? Some evil 
spirit has possessed you. I do not wish to drive 
any of you away, but you have had your sup- 
pers, and the sooner you all go home to bed the 
better.” 

[410] The suitors bit their lips and marvelled 
at the boldness of his speech; but Amphinomus 
the son of Nisus, who was son to Aretias, 
said, ”Do not let us take offence; it is reason- 
able, so let us make no answer. Neither let us 
do violence to the stranger nor to any of Ulys- 
ses’ servants. I.ct the cupbearer go round with 
the drink-offerings, that wc may make them 
and go home to our rest. As for the strangejr, let 
us leave Telemacbus to deal with him, for it is 
to his house that he has come.” 

[42,2] Thus did he speak, and his saying 
pleased them well, so Mulius of Dulichium, 
servant to Amphinomus, mixed them a bowl of 
wine and water and handed it round to each of 
them man by man, whereon they made their 
drink-offerings to the blesseckgods. Then, when 
they had made their drink-offerings and had 
drunk each one as he was minded, they took 
their several ways each of them to his own abode. 
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U LYSSES was left in the cloister, ponder- 
ing on the means whereby with Mi- 
nerva's help he might be able to kill the 
suitors. Presently he said to Telemachus, 
*‘l’elemachus, we must get the armour together 
and take it down inside. Make some excuse 
when the suitors ask you why you have removed 
it. Say that you have taken it to be out of the 
way of the smoke, inasmuch as it is no longer 
what it was when Ulysses went away, but has 
become soiled and begrimed with soot. Add to 
this more particularly that you arc afraid Jove 
may .set them on to quarrel over their wine, and 
that they may do h other some harm which 
may disgrace both banquet and w'ooing, for the 
sight of arms sometimes tempts people to use 
them.’* 

[14] Telemachus approved of what his fa- 
ther had said, so he called nurse Euryclea and 
said, “Nurse, shut the women up in their room, 
while 1 take the armour that my father left be- 
hind him down into the store room. No one 
looks after it now my father is gone, and it has 
got all smirched with soot during my own boy- 
hood. 1 want to take it down where the smoke 
cannot reach it." 

[zi] “1 wish, child," answered Euryclea, 
“that you would take the management of the 
house into your own hands altogether, and look 
after all the property yourself. But who is to go 
with you and light you to the store room? The 
maids would have done so, but you would not 
let them." 

[26] “The stranger," said Telemachus, “shall 
show me a light; when people cat my bread 
they must earn it, no matter where they come 
from." 

[zg] Euryclea did as she was told, and bolted 
the women inside their room. Then Ulysses 
and his son made all haste to take the helmets, 
shields, and spears inside; and Minerva went 
before them with a gold lamp in her hand that 
shed a soft and brilliant radiance, whereon Tele- 
machus said, “Father, my eyes behold a great 
marvel: the walls, with the rafters, crossbeams, 
and the supports on which they rest are all 


aglow as with a flaming fire. Surely there is some 
god here who has come down from heaven." 

[41] “Hush," answered Ulysses, ‘"hold your 
peace and ask no questions, for this is the man- 
ner of the gods. Get you to your bed, and leave 
me here to talk with your mother and the maids. 
Your mother in her grief will ask me all sorts of 
questions." 

[47] On this Telemachus went by torch-light 
to the other side of the inner court, to the room 
in which he alw'ays slept. There he lay in his 
bed till morning, while Ulysses was left in the 
cloister pondering on the means whereby with 
Minerva’s help he might be able to kill the suit- 
ors. 

[s^] Then Penelope came down from her 
room looking like Venus or Diana, and they set 
her a scat inlaid with scrolls of silver and ivory 
near the fire in her accustomed place. It had 
been made by Icmalius and had a footst(X)l all 
in one piece with the seat itself; and it was cov- 
ered with a thick fleece: on this she now sat, 
and the maids came from the women’s room to 
join her. They set about removing the tables 
at which the wicked suitors had been dining, 
and took aw^ay the bread that w^as left, with the 
cups from which they had drunk. They emp- 
tied the embers out of the braziers, and heaped 
much wuod upon them to give both light and 
heat; but Mclantho began to rail at Ulysses a 
second time and said, “Stranger, do you mean 
to plague us by hanging about the house all 
night and spying upon the women? Be ofl, you 
wretch, outside, and eat your supper there, or 
you shall be driven out with a firebrand." 

fyo] Ulysses scowled at her and answered, 
“My good woman, why should you be so angry 
with me? Is it because I am not clean, and my 
clothes are all in rags, and because I am obliged 
to go begging about after the manner of tramps 
and beggars generally? 1 too was a rich man 
once, and had a fine house of my ow^n; in those 
days I gave to many a tramp such as I now am, 
no matter who he might be nor what he wanted. 
I had any number of servants, and all the other 
things which people have who live well and are 
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accounted wealthy, but it pleased Jove to take 
all away from me; therefore, woman, beware 
lest you too come to lose that pride and place in 
which you now wanton above your fellows; 
have a care lest you get out of favour with your 
mistress, and lest Ulysses should come home, 
for there is still a chance that he may do so. 
Moreover, though he be dead as you think he 
is, yet by Apollo's will he has left a son behind 
him, Teleniachus, who will note anything done 
amiss by the maids in the house, for he is now 
no longer in his boyhood.” 

[89] Penelope heard what he was saying 
and scolded the maid, "Impudent baggage,” 
said she, “I see how abominably you are behav- 
ing, and you shall smart for it. You knew per- 
fectly well, for I told you myself, that I was go- 
ing to see the stranger and ask him about my 
husband, for whose sake I am in such continual 
sorrow\” 

[96] Then she said to her head waiting 
woman Eurynome, "Bring a seat with a fleece 
upon it, for the stranger to sit upon while he 
tells his story, and listens to what I have to say. 
I wish to ask him some cjuestions.” 

[100] Eurynome brought the seat at once 
and set a fleece upon it, and as soon as Ulysses 
had sat dowm Penelope began by saying, '‘Stran- 
ger, I shall first ask you who and whence are 
you? Tell me of your town and parents.” 

[106] “Madam,” answered Ulysses, ^'who 
on the face of the whole earth can dare to chide 
with you? Your fame reaches the firmarnent of 
heaven itself; you arc like some blameless king, 
w^ho upholds righteousness, as the monarch over 
a great and valiant nation: the earth yields its 
w’heat and barley, the trees are loaded with 
fruit, the ewes bring forth lambs, and the sea 
abounds with fish by reason of his virtues, and 
his people do good deeds under him. Never- 
theless, as I sit here in your house, ask me some 
other question and do not seek to know my race 
and family, or you will recall memories that 
will yet more increase my sorrow. I am full of 
heaviness, but I ought not to sit weeping and 
wailing in another person's house, nor is it well 
to be thus grieving continually. I shall have one 
of the servants or even yourself complaining of 
me, and saying that my eyes swim with tears 
because I am heavy with wine.” 

[12^] Then Penelope answered, “Stranger, 
heaven robbed me of all beauty, whether of 
face or figure, when the Argives set sail for 
Troy and my dear husband with them. If he 
were to return and look after my affairs I should 
be both more respected and should show a bet- 


ter presence to the world. As it is, I am oppressed 
with care, and with the aJflictions which heaven 
has seen fit to heap upon me. I’hc chiefs from 
all our islands— Dulichium, Same, and Zacyn- 
thus, as also from Ithaca itself, are wooing me 
against my will and are wasting my estate. I 
can therefore show no attention to strangers, 
nor suppliants, nor to people who say that they 
arc skilled artisans, but am all the time broken- 
hearted about Ulysses. They want me to marr^' 
again at once, and I have to invent stratagems 
in order to deceive them. In the first place 
heaven put it in my mind to set up a great tam- 
bour-frame in my nxmi, and to l)cgin working 
upon an enormous piece ol fine needlework. 
ITien I said to them, ‘Sweethearts, Ulysses is 
indeed dead, stdl, do not press me to marry 
again immediately; wait— for I would not have 
my skill in needlework perish unrecorded— till 
I have finished making a pall for the hero L*cr- 
tes, to be ready against the time when death 
shall take him. He is very rich, and the women 
of the place will talk if he is laid out without a 
pall.' I’his was what I said, and they assented; 
whereon 1 used to keep woiking at iny great 
web all day long, but at night I would unpick 
the stitches again by torch light. 1 fooled them 
in this way for three years without their finding 
it out, hut as time wore on and I was now' in my 
fourth year, in the waning of moons, and many 
days had been accomplish^^d, those good for- 
nothing hussies my maids betrayed me to the 
suitors, who broke in upon me and caught me; 
they w'cre very angry with me, so 1 w'as forced 
to finish my work whcthei I would or no. y\nd 
now 1 do not sec how I can find any further 
shift for getting out of this marriage. My peU- 
ents arc putting great pressure upon me, and 
my son chafes at the ravages the suitors are 
making upon his estate, for lie is now old enough 
to understand all about it and is perfectly able 
to look after his own affairs, for heaven has 
blessed him with an excellent disposition. Still, 
notwithstanding all this, tell me who you are 
and where you come from— for you must have 
bad father and mother of some sort; you cannot 
be the son of an oak or of a rock.” 

[164] Then Ulysses anfwercd, “Madam, 
wife of Ulysses, since you persist in asking me 
about my family, I will answer, no matter what 
it costs me: people must expect to be pained 
when they have been exiles as long as 1 have, 
and suffered as much among as many peoples. 
Nevertheless, as regards your question I will 
tell you all you ask. d’hcre is a fair and fruitful 
laland in mid-ocean called Crete; it is thickly 
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peopled and there arc ninety cities in it: the 
people speak many different languages which 
overlap one another, for there are Achaeans, 
brave Etcocretans, Dorians of three-fold race, 
and noble Pelasgi. 1 here is a great town there, 
Cnossus, where Minos reigned who every nine 
years had a conference with Jove himself. Mi- 
nos w’as father to Deucalion, whose son I am, 
for Deucalion had two sons Idomcneus and my- 
self. Idoineneiis sailed for I roy, and T, wdio am 
the younger, am called /Ethon; my lirother, 
however, was at once the older and the more 
valiant of the two; lienee it was in Crete that 
1 saw Ulysses and showed him hospitalitv, for 
the winds took him there as he was on his way 
to Troy, carrying him out of his course from 
cape Malea and leaving him in Aninisus olf 
the cave of Ihthuia, where the harbours are 
dillicult to enter and he could hardly *"nd shel- 
ter from the winds that were then raging. As 
soon as he got there he went into the town and 
asked for Idomeneus, claiming to be his old 
and valued friend, but Idomeneus had already 
set sail lor 1 Vv , ,m^jj . i - n or twelve days earlier, 
so I took him to my own house and showed him 
e\ery kind of hospitality, for I had abundance 
of everything. Moreover, I fed the men who 
weie with him with barley meal from the pub- 
lic store, and got subscriptions of wine and 
oxen for them to sac rihce to their heart's con- 
tent. 7 hey stayed with me twelve days, for 
there was a gale blowing from the North so 
strong that one could hardly keep one's feet on 
land I suppose some unfriendly god had raised 
it ioi them, hut on the thirteenth day the wind 
dropped, and they got away.” 

[lo^] Many a plausible talc did Ulysses fur- 
ther tell her, and Penelope wept as she listened, 
for her heart was melted. As the snow wastes 
upon the mountain tops when the winds from 
South East and West have breathed upon it 
and thawed it till the rivers run bank full with 
w.iter, e\Tn so did her cheeks overflow with 
tears for the husband who was all the time sit- 
ting by her side. Ulysses felt for her and was 
sorry for her, bu*. he kept bis eyes as hard as 
horn or iron without letting them so much as 
cpiiver, so cunningly did he lestrain his tears. 
1 hen, when she had relieved hcrsell by weep- 
ing, she turned to him again and said; "Now, 
stranger, I shall put you to the test and sec 
whether or no you really did entertain my hus- 
band and his men, as you .say you did. Tell me, 
then, how^ he was dressed, w'hat kind of a man 
he was to look at, and so also with his com- 
panions/" 


[ 220 ] “Madam,"" answered Ulysses, “it is 
such a long time ago that 1 can hardly say. 
Twenty years are come and gone since he left 
my home, and went elsewhither; hut I will tell 
you as well as I can recollect. Ulysses wore a 
mantle of purple wool, double lined, and it was 
fastened by a gold brooch w ith two catches for 
the pin. On the face of this there w'as a device 
that showed a dog holding «i spotted fawm be- 
tween his lore paws, and watching it as it lay 
panting upon the ground. Evciy one marvelled 
at the way in which these things had been done 
in gold, the dog looking at the fawn, and stran- 
gling it, while the fawn was struggling convul- 
sively to escape. As for the shirt that he wore 
next his skin, it was so soft that it fitted him 
like the skin ol an onion, and glistened in the 
sunlight to the ailmiration of all the women 
who beheld it. Furthermore I say, and lay my 
sa\ mg to your heart, that 1 do not know whether 
Ulysses wore tliesc clothes when he left home, 
or whether one of his companions had given 
them to him while he was on his voyage; or 
possiblv some one at whose house he was stay- 
ing made him a picsent of them, for he w-as a 
man ol many friends and had few equals among 
the Achicans. I my sell gave him a sword ol 
bronze and a beautiful purple mantle, double 
lined, with a shirt that went down to his feet, 
and I sent him on board his ship with eveiy 
mark of honour. 1 le had a .ser\ant with him, a 
little older than himscK, and lean tell you wliat 
he was like; his shoulders were hunched, he 
was dark, and he had thick curly hair. His name 
was Eurvbatcs, and Ulvsses treated him with 
greater familiarity than he did anv of the others, 
as being the most like-minded with himself." 

[ 24 g I Penelope was moved still more deeply 
as she heard the indisputable proofs that Ulys- 
ses laid before her; and when she had again 
found relief in tears she said to him, “Stranger, 
I was alrcadv disposed to pi tv you, hut hence- 
forth you shall be lionourcd and made welcome 
in my house. It was I who gave Ulysses the 
clothes vou speak of. I took them out of the 
store room and folded them up invsclf, and I 
gave him also the gold brooch 10 wear as an 
ornament. ^\las! 1 shall never welcome him 
home again. It was by an ill fate that he ever 
set out lor that detested city whose ver)^ name I 
cannot bring myself even to mention."' 

[ 261 ] Then Ulysses answered, “Madam, 
wife of Ulvsses, do not disfigure yotirsclf fur- 
ther hv grieving thus bitterly for your loss, 
though 1 can haidly blame you for doing so. A 
woman who has loved her husband and borne 
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him children, would naturally be grieved at 
losing him, even though he were a worse man 
than Ulysses, who they say was like a god. Still, 
cease your tears and listen to what I can tell 
you. I will hide nothing from you, and can say 
with perfect truth that I have lately heard of 
Ulysses as being alive and on his way home; he 
is among the 1 hesprotians, and is bringing back 
much valuable treasure that he has begged 
from one and another of them; but his ship and 
all his crew were lost as they were leaving the 
Thrinacian island, for Jove and the sun-god 
were angry with him because his men had 
slaughtered the sun god’s cattle, and they were 
all drowned to a man. But Ulysses stuck to the 
keel of the ship and was drifted on to the land 
of the Pha:acians, wdio are near of kin to the 
immortals, and who treated him as though he 
had been a god, giving him many presents, and 
wishing to escort him home safe and sound. In 
fact Ulysses would have been here long ago, 
had he not thought better to go from land to 
land gathering wealth; for there is no man liv- 
ing who is so wily as he is; there is no one can 
compare with him. Pheidon king of the 'Fhes- 
protians told me all this, and he swore to me— 
making drink-offerings in his house as he did 
so— that the ship was by the w^ater side and the 
crew found who would take Ulysses to his own 
country. He sent me olF first, for there hap- 
pened to be a Thesprotian ship sailing for the 
wheat-growing island of Dulichium, but he 
showed me all the treasure Ulysses had got to- 
gether, and he had enough lying in the house 
of king Pheidon to keep his family for ten gen- 
erations; but the king said Ulysses had gone to 
Dodona that he might learn Jove’s mind from 
the high oak tree, and know whether after so 
long an absence he should return to Ithaca 
openly or in secret. So you may know he is safe 
and will be here shortly; ho is close at hand and 
cannot remain aw'ay from home much longer; 
nevertheless I will confirm my w'ords with an 
oath, and call Jove who is the first and mightiest 
of all gods to witness, as also that hearth of 
Ulysses to which I have now come, that all 1 
have spoken shall surely come to pass. Ulysses 
will return in this self same year; with the end 
of this moon and the beginning of the next he 
will be here.” 

[30S] **May it be even so,” answered Penel- 
ope; ”if your words come true you shall have 
such gifts and such good will from me that all 
who see you shall congratulate you; but 1 know 
very well how it will all be. Ulysses will not 
return, neither will you get your escort hence. 


for so surely as that Ulysses ever was, there are 
now no longer any such masters in the house 
as he was, to recci\'e honourable strangers or to 
further them on their way home. And now, you 
maids, wash his feet for him, and make him a 
bed on a couch with rugs and blankets, that he 
may be warm and quiet till mornjng. ITien, at 
day break wash him and anoint him again, that 
he may sit in the cloister and take his meals 
with Telemachus. It shall be the worse for any 
one of these hateful people who is uncivil to 
him; like it or not, he shall have no more to do 
in this house. For how, sir, shall you be able to 
learn whether or no 1 am superior to others of 
my sex both in goodness of heart and under- 
standing, if 1 let you dine in my cloisters 
squalid and ill clad? Men live but for a little 
seasi)n; if they are hard, and deal hardly, peo- 
ple wish them ill so long as they are alive, and 
speak contemptuously of them when they arc 
dead, but he that is righteous and deals right- 
eously, the people tell of liis praise among all 
lands, and many shall call him blessed.” 

[335] Ulysses answered, "Madam, I have 
foresworn mgs and blankets from the dav that 
I left the snowy ranges of Crete to go on ship- 
board. 1 will lie as 1 have lain on many a sleep- 
less night hitherto. Night after night have I 
passed in any rough sleeping place, and waited 
for morning. Nor, again, do I like having n\V 
feet washed; I shall not IgL any of the young 
hussies about vour house touch my feet; but, if 
you have any old and lespectable woman who 
has gone through as much trouble as I have, I 
will allow' her to w'asli them.” 

[349] this Penelope said, "My dear sir, 
of all the guests who ever yet came to my house 
there never w'as one* who spoke in all things 
with such admirable propriety as you do. There 
happens to be in the house a most respectable 
old woman— the same who received my pcxir 
dear husband in her anns the night he was bom, 
and nursed him in infancy. She is very feeble 
now, but she shall wash your feet.” "Come 
here,” said she, "Euryclea, artd wash your mas- 
ter s age-mate; 1 suppose UJysses' hands and 
feet are very much the same fiow as his are, for 
trouble ages all of us drcadfi|lly fast.” 

[^61] On these words th^ old woman cov- 
ered her face with her hai^ds; she began to 
weep and made lamentation: saying, "My dear 
child, I cannot think whatever I am to do with 
you. I am certain no one was ever more god- 
fearing than yourself, and yet Jove hates you. 
No one in the whole w'orld ever burned him 
more thigh bones, nor gave him finer heca- 
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tombs when you prayed you might come to a 
green old age yoursell: and see your son grow 
up to take your place after you; yet see how he 
has prevented you alone from ever getting back 
to your own home. I have no doubt the women 
in some foreign palace which Ulysses has got 
to are gibing at him as all these sluts here have 
been gibing at you. I do not wonder at your not 
choosing to let them wash you after the man- 
ner in which they have insulted you; I will 
wash your feet myself gladly enough, as Penel- 
ope has said that I am to do so; I will wash them 
both for Penelope s sake and for your own, for 
you have raised the most lively feelings of com- 
passion in my mind; and let me say this more- 
over, which pray attend to; we have had all 
kinds of strangers in distress come here before 
now, but I make bold to say tliat no one ever 
yet came who was so like Ulysses in figure, 
voice, and feet as you arc.” 

^3827 “Those who have seen us both,” an- 
swered Ulysst's, “have always said we were 
wondei fully like each other, and now y('u have 
noticed it too.“ 

[^S6] Tlien the old woman took the cauldron 
in which she was going to wash his feet, and 
poured plenty of cold vvalcr into it, adding hot 
till the bath was warm enough. Ulysses Siit by 
the file, but ere long he turned away from the 
light, for it occurred to him that when the old 
w'ornan had hold of his leg she w'ould recognize 
a certain scar which it bore, whereon the whole 
truth would come out. And indeed as soon as 
she began washing her master, she at once 
knew the scar as one that had been given him 
by a wild boar W'hcn he was hunting on IVlount 
Parnassus with his excellent grandfather Au- 
tolycus— w’ho was the most accomplished thief 
and perjurer in the whole world— and with the 
sons of Autolycus. Mercury himself had en- 
dowed him w^ith this gift, for he used to hum 
the thigh bones of goats and kids to him, so he 
took pleasure in his companionship. It hap- 
pened once that Autolycus had gone to Ithaca 
and had found the child of his daughter just 
born. As soon as he had done supper liuiyclea 
set the infant ii^on his knees and said, '‘Autoly- 
cus, you must hnd a name for your grandson; 
you greatly wished that you might have one.” 

[406] "Son-in-law and daughter,” replied 
Autolycus, “call the child thus: 1 am highly dis- 
pleased w ith a large number of people in one 
place and another; both men and women; so 
name the child ‘Ulysses,’ or the child of anger. 
When he grows up and comes to visit his moth- 
er s family on Mount Parnassus, where my pos- 


sessions lie, I will make him a present and will 
send him on his way rejoicing.” 

[41^] Ulysses, therefore, w^ent to Parnassus 
to get the presents from Autolycus, who with 
his sons shook hands with him and gave him 
welcome. His grandmother Ainphithea threw 
her arms about liini, and kissed his head, and 
both his beautiful eyes, while Autolycus de- 
sired his sons to get dinner ready, and they did 
as he told them. T hey brought in a five year old 
bull, flayed it, made it ready and divided it into 
joints: these they then cut carefully up into 
smaller pieces and spitted them; they roasted 
them sutficiently and serv^ed the jxirtions round. 
Thus through the livelong day to the going 
down of the sun they feasted, and every man 
had his full share so that all were satisfied; hut 
when the sun set and it came on dark, they 
went to bed and enjoved the boon of sleep. 

[426] When the child of morning, rosy fin- 
gered Dawn, appeared, the sons of i\utolvcus 
w’ent out with their hounds liunting, and Ulys- 
ses went too. They climbed the wooded slopes 
of Parnassus and soon reached its breezy up- 
land valleys; but as the sun was beginning to 
beat upon the fields, fresh-risen from the slow 
still currents of Oceaniis, they came to a moun- 
tain dell. T lie dogs were in front searching for 
the tracks of the beast they were chasing, and 
after them came the sons of Autolycus, among 
whom was Ulysses, close behind the dogs, and 
he had a long spear in his hand. Here was the 
lair of a huge boar among some thick brush- 
wood, so dense that the wind and rain could 
not get thiough it, nor could the sun’s rays 
pierce it, and the ground underneath lay thick 
w'ith fallen leaves. The hoar heard the noise of 
the men’s feet, and the hounds haying on every 
side as the huntsmen came up to him, so he 
rushed from his lair, raised the bristles on his 
neck, and stood at bay with fire flashing from 
his eyes. Ulys.scs was the first to raise his spear 
and try to drive it into the brute, but the Ixiar 
was too quick for him, and charged him side- 
ways, ripping him above the knee with a gash 
that tore deep though it did not reach the bone. 
As for the hoar, Ulysses hit him on the right 
shoulder, and the point of the spear went right 
through him, so that he fell groaning in the 
dust until the life went out of him. The sons of 
Autolycus busied themselves with the carcass 
of the boar, and bound Ulysses’ wound; then, 
after saying a spell to stop the bleeding, they 
went home as fast as they could. But when Au- 
tolycus and his sons had thoroughly healed 
Ulysses, they made him some splendid presents, 
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and sent him b.Tck to Ithaca with much mutual 
good will. When he got hack, his father and 
mother were rejoiced to sec him, and asked him 
all about it, and how he had hurt himself to 
get the scar; so he told them how the boar had 
lipped him when he was out hunting with Au- 
tolycus and his sons on Mount Parnassus. 

1467 ] As soon as Euryclea had got the scarred 
limb in her hands and had well hold of it, she 
recognized it and dropped the foot at once, d he 
leg fell into the bath, which rang out and was 
overturned, sti that all the water was spilt on 
the ground; Euryclea’s eyes between her joy 
and her grief filled with tears, and she could 
not speak, but she caught Ulysses by the heard 
and said, ‘‘My dear child, 1 am sure you must 
be Ulysses himself, only 1 did not know you till 
1 had actually touched and handled you.*' 

[ 476 ] As she spoke she looked towards Penel- 
ope, as though w’anting to tell her that her dear 
husband was m the house, hut Penelope was 
unable to look in that direction and observe 
what was going on, for Minerva had diverted 
her attention; so Ulysses caught Euryclea by 
the throat with his right hand and with his left 
drew^ her close to him, and said, “Nurse, do 
you wish to be the ruin of me, you who nur<^cd 
me at your own breast, now that after twenty 
years of wandering I am at last come to my own 
home again? Since it has been borne in upon 
you by heaven to recognize me, hold your 
tongue, and do not say a word about it to any 
one else in the house, for if you do T tell you— 
and it shall surely be— that if heaven grants me 
to take the lives ol these suitors, 1 will not spare 
you, though vou are mv own nurse, when 1 am 
killing the other women.'" 

[ 491 ] “My child," answered Euryclea, “what 
arc you talking about? You know ver^^ well that 
nothing can cithei bend or break me. I will 
hold my tongue like a stone or a piece of iron; 
furthermore let me say, and lay my saying to 
your heart, when heaven has delivered the 
suitors into your hand, I will give you a list of 
the women in the house who have been ill-be- 
haved, and of those who aie guiltless." 

[ 499 ] And Ulysses answered, “Nurse, you 
ought not to speak in that way; I am well able 
to form my own opinion about one and all of 
them; hold your tongue and leave everything 
to heaven." 

[5037 As he said this Euryclea left the clois- 
ter to fetch some more water, for the first had 
been all spilt; and when she had washed him 
and anointed him with oil, Ulysses drew his 
seat nearer to the fire to warm himself, and hid 


the scar under his rags. Then Penelope began 
talking to him and said: 

[ 509 ] “Stranger, 1 should like to speak with 
you brielly about another matter. It is indeed 
nearly bed lime— for those, at least, who can 
sleep in spite of sorrow. As fur mvself, heaven 
has given me a life of such unmeasurable woe, 
that even by day when I am attending to mv 
duties and looking after the seivants, I am still 
weeping and lamenting during the whole time; 
then, w'hen night comes, and we all of us go to 
bed, I lie aw^akc thinking, and my heart be- 
comes a piey to the most incessant and cniel 
tortures. the dim nightingale, daughter of 
Pandarcus, sings in the early spring fiom her 
scat in shadiest covert hid, and with many a 
plaintive trill pours out the tale how by inisbap 
she killed her own child Itylus, son of king 
Zethus, even so docs my mind toss and turn in 
its uncertainty whether 1 ought to stay with 
my son here, and safeguard my substance, my 
bondsmen, and the greatness of my house, out 
of regard to public o[)inion and the memory of 
my late husband, or whether it is not now lime 
for me to go with the best of these suitors who 
are wooing me and making me such magnifieent 
presents. As long as my son was still young, and 
unable to undei stand, he would not hear of my 
leaving my husband’s hmise, imt now tliat be 
is full grown be begs and pra)s me to do so, be- 
ing incensed at the way in the suitors are 

eating up his property. Listen, then, to a dream 
that I have had and interpret it for me if you 
can. I have twenty geese about the bouse that 
eat mash out of a trough, and of which I am ex- 
ceedingly fond. I dreamed that a great eagle 
came swooping down from a mountain, and 
dug his curved beak into the neck of each of 
them till he had killed them all. Presently he 
soared olf into the sky, and left them lying dead 
ab(/ut tlic yaid; whereon I wept in my dream 
till all my maids gathered round me, so pite- 
ously was I grieving because the eagle had 
killed mv geese. Then be came back again, and 
perching on a projecting rafter spoke to me 
with human voice, and told me to leave olF cry- 
ing. ‘Be of good courage,’ he Said, ‘daughter of 
Icarius; this is no dream, but a vision of good 
omen that shall surely come tb pass. The geese 
aie the suitors, and 1 am no longer an eagle, but 
your own husband, who am come hack to you, 
and wdio will bring these suitors to a disgrace- 
ful end.' On this 1 woke, and when I looked out 
1 saw my geese at the trough eating their mash 
as usual." 

[^ 54 ] “This dream, Madam," replied Ulys- 
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scs, “can admit but of one interpretation, for 
had not Ulysses hiinscl} told you how it shall he 
lulfilled? 1 he death of the suitors is portended, 
and not one single one of them will escape.” 

[559] And Penelope answered, “Stranger, 
di earns are very curious and unaccountable 
things, and they do not by any means invari- 
ably come true. There are two gates through 
which these unsubstantial fancies proceed; the 
one is of horn, and the other ivory. T hose that 
come through the gate of ivory are fatuous, but 
those from the gate of horn mean something to 
those that see them. I do not think, however, 
that my own dream came through the gate of 
horn, tliough 1 and my son should he most 
thankful if it proves to have done so. l urther- 
more 1 say— and lay my saying to your heart— 
the coming dawn will usher in the ill-omened 
day that is to sever me Irom the house of Ulys- 
ses, for I am about to hold a tournament of axes. 
My husband used to set up twelve axes in the 
cf)urt, one in front of the other, like the stays 
upon which a ship is built; he would then go 
hack from them and shoot an arrow through 
the whole twelve. 1 shall make the suitors try 


to do the same thing, and whichever of them 
can string the how most easily, and send his ar- 
row thnjugh all the twelve axes, him will I fol- 
low, and (jiiit this house of my lawful husband, 
so goodly and so abounding in wealth. But even 
so, I doubt not that 1 shall remember it in my 
dreams.” 

/5S27 Then Ulysses answered, “Madam, 
wile of Ulysses, you need not defer your tour- 
nament, for Ulysses w’ill return ere ever they 
can string the how, handle it how they will, and 
send rhc'ir arrows through the iron.” 

[sS8] To this Penelope said, “As long, sir, 
as you will sit here and talk to me, I can have 
no desire to go to bed. Still, people cannot do 
permanently without sleep, and heaven has ap- 
pointed us dw'cTlers on earth a time for all 
things. I wall therefore go upstairs and recline 
upon that couch which I have never ceased to 
flood W'ith my tears from the day Ulysses set out 
for the city with a hateful name.” 

[600] She then went upstairs to her owm 
room, not alone, bur attended by her maidens, 
and w’bcn there, she lamented her dear husband 
till ]\lincr\'a shed sweet sleep over her eyelids. 
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U LYSSES slept in the cloister upon an 
undressed bullock's hide, on the top of 
which he threw several skins of the 
sheep the suitors had eaten, and Eurynonie 
threw' a cloak over him after he had laid him- 
self down. There, then, Ulysses lay wakefully 
brooding upon the way in which he should kill 
the suitors; and by ana by, the women who had 
been in the habit of misconducting themselves 
with them, left the house giggling and laugh- 
ing with one another. This made Ulysses very 
angry, and he doubted whether to get up and 
kill every single one of them then and there, or 
to let them sleep one more and last time with 
the suitors. His heart growled within him, and 
as a bitch with puppies growls and show's her 
teeth w'hen she sees a stranger, so did his heart 
growl with anger at the evil deeds that w'erc be- 
ing done: but he beat his breast and said, 
‘‘Heart, be still, you had worse than this to bear 
on the day when the terrible Cyclops ate your 
brave companions; yet you bore it in silence till 
your cunning got you safe out of th 6 cave, 
though you made sure of being killed." 

[zz] Thus he chided with his heart, and 
checked it into endurance, but he tossed about 
as one who turns a paunch full of blood and 
fat in front of a hot fire, doing it first on one 
side and then on the other, that he may get it 
cooked as soon as possible, even so did he turn 
himself about from side to side, thinking all the 
time how, single handed as he was, he should 
contrive to kill so large a lx)dy of men as the 
w'icked suitors. But by and by Minerva came 
down from heaven in the likeness of a woman, 
and hovered over his head saying, "My poor 
unhappy man, why do you lie awake in this 
way? This is your house; your wife is safe in- 
side it, and so is your son who is just such a 
young man as any father may be proud of." 

[^6] "Goddess," answered Ulysses, "all that 
you have said is true, but I am in some doubt 
as to how I shall be able to kill these wicked 
suitors single handed, seeing what a number of 
them there always are. And there is this further 
difficulty, which is still more considerable. Sup- 


posing that with Jove’s and your assistance I 
succeed in killing them, I must ask you to con- 
sider where I am to escape to from their 
avengers when it is all over." 

[44] "For shame," replied Minerva, "why, 
any one else would trust a worse ally than my- 
self, even though that ally were only a mortal 
and less wise than I am. Am I not a goddess, 
and have I not protected you throughout in all 
your troubles? 1 tell you plainly that even though 
there were fifty bands of men surrounding us 
and eager to kill us, you should take all their 
sheep and cattle, and drive them away with 
you. But go to sleep; it is a very bad thing to lie 
awake all night, and you shall be out of your 
troubles before long." 

[S4] As she spoke she shed sleep over his 
eyes, and then went back to Olympus. 

[^6] While Lllysses was thus yielding him- 
self to a very deep sluml)er that eased the bur 
den of his sorrows, his admirable wife awoke, 
and sitting up in her hed began to cry. When 
she bad relieved herself by weeping she prayed 
to Diana saying, "Great Goddess Diana, daugh- 
ter of Jove, drive an arrow into my heart and 
slay me; or let some whirlwind snatch me up 
and bear me through paths of darkness till it 
drop me into the mouths of overflowing 
Oceanus, as it did the daughters of Pandareus. 
The daughters of Pandareus lost their father 
and mother, for the gods killed them, so they 
W'ere left orphans. But Venus took care of them, 
and fed them on cheese, honey, and sweet wine. 
Juno taught them to excel all women in beauty 
of form and understanding; Diana gave them 
an imposing presence, and ^linerva endowed 
them with every kind of accomplishment; but 
one day when Venus had gdne up to Olympus 
to see Jove about getting diem married (for 
well docs he know both whal shall happen and 
what not happen to every one) the storm winds 
came and spirited them aw'ay to become hand- 
moids to the dread Erinyes. Even so I wish that 
the gods who live in hcjiven would hide me 
from mortal sight, or that fair Diana might 
strike me, for I would fain go even beneath the 
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sad earth if I might do so still looking towards 
Ulysses only, and without having to yield my- 
self to a worse man than he was. Besides, no 
matter how much people may grieve by day, 
they can put up with it so long as they can 
sleep at night, for when the eyes are closed in 
slumber people forget good and ill alike; whereas 
my misery haunts me even in my dreams. This 
very night methought there was one lying by 
my side who was like Ulysses as he was when 
he went away with his host, and 1 rejoiced, for 
I believed that it was no dream, but the very 
truth itself." 

[gj] On this the day broke, but Ulysses 
heard the sound of her weeping, and it puzzled 
him, for it seemed as though she already knew 
him and was by his side. Then he gathered up 
the cloak and the Heeces on w'hich he had lain, 
and set them on a seat in the cloister, but he 
took the bullock s hide out into the open. I le 
lifted up his hands to heaven, and prayed, say- 
ing, "Father Jove, since you have seen fit to 
bring me over land and sea to my own home 
after ail the aahetions you have laid upon me, 
give me a sign out of the mouth of some one or 
other of those wlio are now waking w ithin the 
house, and let me have another sign of some 
kind from outside." 

[102] Thus did he pray. Jove heard his 
prayer and forthwith thundered high up among 
the clouds from the splendour of Olympus, and 
Ulysses w'as glad when he heard it. At the same 
time wothin the house, a miller-woman from 
hard by in the mill room lifted up her voice and 
gave him another sign. There were twelve 
miller-women whose business it was to grind 
wheat and barley which are the staff of life. 
7 ’he others bad ground their task and had gone 
to take their rest, but this one had not yet fin- 
ished, for she was not so strong as they were, 
and when she heard the thunder she stopped 
grinding and gave the sign to her master. "Fa- 
ther Jove," said she, “you who rule over heaven 
and earth, you have thundered from a clear sky 
without so much as a cloud in it, and this means 
something for somebody; grant the prayer, then, 
of me your poor servant who calls upon you, 
and let this be the very last day that the suitors 
dine in the house of Ulysses. They have worn 
me out with the labour of grinding meal for 
them, and I hope they may never have another 
dinner anywhere at all." 

[120] Ulysses was glad when he heard the 
omens conveyed to him by the woman s speech, 
and by the thunder, for he knew they meant 
that he should avenge himself on the suitors. 


[122] Then the other maids in the house 
rose and lit the fire on tlie hearth; Telemachus 
also rose and put on his clothes. He girded his 
sword about his shoulder, bound Kis sandals on 
his comely feet, and took a doughty spear with 
a point of sharpened bronze; then he went to 
the threshold of the cloister and said to Eury- 
clea, “Nurse, did you make the stranger com- 
fortable both as regards bed and board, or did 
you let him shift for himself?— for my mother, 
good woman though she is, has a way of paying 
great attention to second-rate people, and of 
neglecting others who are in reality much bet- 
ter men." 

[134] “Do not find fault child,*' said Eurv- 
clea, “when there is no one to find fault witn. 
The stranger sat and drank his wdne as long as 
he liked: your mother did ask him if he W'ould 
take any more bread and he said he would not. 
When he wanted to go to bed she told the serv- 
ants to make One for him, but he said he was 
such a wretched outcast that he would not sleep 
on a bed and under blankets; he insisted on 
having an undressed bullock's hide and some 
sheepskins put for him in the cloister and I 
threw a cloak over him myself." 

[144] Then Telemachus went out of the 
court to the place where the Achaeans were 
meeting in assembly; he had his spear in his 
hand, and he was not alone, for his two dogs 
went with him. But Euryclea called the maids 
and said, “Come, wake up; set about sweeping 
the cloisters and sprinkling them with water to 
lay the dust; put the covers on the seats; wipe 
dowm the tables, some of you, with a wet 
sponge; clean out the mixing-jugs and the cups, 
and go for water from the fountain at once; the 
suitors will he here directly; they will be here 
early, for it is a feast day." 

[157] Thus did she speak, and they did even 
as she had said: twenty of them went to the 
fountain for water, and the others set them- 
selves busily to work about the house. The men 
who were in attendance on the suitors also came 
up and began chopping firewood. By and by the 
women returned from the fountain, and the 
swineherd came after them with the three best 
pigs he could pick out. These he let feed about 
the premises, and then he said good-humouredly 
to Ulysses, “Stranger, are the suitors treating 
you any better now, or are they as insolent as 
ever?" 

[i6g] “May heaven," answered Ulysses, “re- 

uite to them the wickedness with which they 

eal high-handedly in another man s house 
without any sense of shame." 
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[172] Thus did they converse; meanwhile 
Mclanthius the goatherd came up, for he too 
W'as bringing in his best goats for the suitors* 
dinner; and he had two shepherds W'ith him. 
They tied the goats up under the gatehouse, 
and then Melanthius began gibing at Ulysses. 
'‘Are you still here, stranger,*' said he, “to pester 
people by begging about the house? Why can 
you not go elsewhere? You and I shall not come 
to an understanding before wc have given each 
other a taste of our fists. You beg without any 
sense of decency; are there not feasts elsewhere 
among the Acha?ans, as w ell as here?’* 

[18^] Ulysses made no answ'cr, but bowed 
his head and brooded. Then a third man, 
Philcetius, joined them, who was bringing in 
a barren heifer and some goats. These were 
brought over by the boatmen who are there to 
take people over w'hen any one comes to them. 
So Philcetius made his heifer and his goats 
secure under the gatehouse, and then went up 
to the swineherd. “Who, Swineherd," said he, 
“is this stranger that is lately come here? Is he 
one of your men? What is his family? Where 
does he come from? Poor fellow, he looks as if 
he had been some great man, but the gods give 
sorrow to whom they will— even to kings if it 
so pleases them.** 

[197] As he spoke he went up to Ulysses 
and saluted him with his right hand; “Good 
day to you, father stranger,’* said he, “you seem 
to be very poorly off now, but I hope you will 
have better times by and by. Father Jove, of all 
gods you are the most malicious. We arc your 
own children, yet you show us no mercy in all 
our misery and afllictions. A sweat came over 
me when I saw this man, and my eyes filled 
w'ith tears, for he reminds me of Ulysses, w'ho I 
fear is going about in just such rags as this 
man*s arc, if indeed he is still among the living. 
If he is already dead and in the house of Hades, 
then, alas! for my good master, who made me 
his stockman when I was quite young among 
the Cephallenians, and now his cattle are count- 
less; no one could have done better with them 
than I have, for they have bred like ears of 
com; nevertheless I have to keep bringing them 
in for others to eat, who take no heed of his 
son though he is in the house, and fear not 
the wrath of heaven, but are already eager to 
divide Ulysses* property among them because 
he has been away so long. I have often thought 
—only it would not be right w'hile bis son is 
living— of going off with the cattle to .some for- 
eign country; bad as this would be, it is still 
harder to stay here and be ill-treated about 


other people *s herds. My position is intolerable, 
and I should long since have mn away and put 
myself under the protection of some other chief, 
only that I believe my poor master will yet re- 
turn, and send all these suitors flying out of the 
house.** 

[ z 2,6] “Stockman,** answ^ered Ulysses, “you 
seem to be a very well-disposed person, and 1 
can see that you are a man of sense. Ilicrefore 
I will tell you, and will confirm my words with 
an oatli: by Jove, the chief of all gods, and by 
that hearth of Ulysses to which I am now 
come, Ulysses shall return before you leave 
this place, and if you arc so minded you shall 
see him killing the suitors who are now masters 
here.'* 

[^35] Jove were to bring this to pass,** 
replied the stockman, “you should see how I 
wcmlcl do iny very utmost to help him.** 

[z^S] And in like manner liumams prayed 
that Ulysses might return home. 

[240] Thus did they converse. Meanwhile 
the suitors were hatching a plot to murder Tc- 
lemachus; but a bird flew near them on their 
left hand— an eagle with a dene in its talons 
On this Amphinomus saiil, “My friends, this 
plot of ours to murder Telemachus will not suC' 
ceed; let us go to dinner instead.’* 

[247] The others assented, so they went in- 
side and laid their cloaks on the benches and 
seats, llicy sacrificed tlie slurp, goats, pigs, 
and the heifer, and when the inward meats 
were cooked they served them round. 7 hcy 
mixed the wine in the mixing-bowls, and the 
swineherd gave every man his cup, while Phi- 
loetius handed round the bread in the bread- 
baskets, and iVIelanthius poured them out their 
wine. Then they laid their hands upon the 
good things that were before them. 

[2^7] Telemachus purposely made Ulysses 
sit in the part of the cloister that was paved 
with stone; he gave him a shabby-looking scat 
at a little table to himself, and had his portion 
of the inward meats brought to him, witli his 
wine in a gold cup. “Sit there,** said he, “and 
drink your wine among the: great people. I will 
put a stop to the gibes and Ijilows of the suitors, 
for this is no public house, \ut belongs to Ulys- 
ses, and has passed from him to me. 7 herefore, 
suitors, keep your hands and your tongues to 
yourselves, or there will be mischief.** 

[268] The suitors bit their lips, and mar- 
velled at the boldness of his speech; then An- 
tinous said, “We do not like such language 
but we will put up with it, for Telemachus is 
threatening us in good earnest. If Jove had let 
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US we should have put a stop to his brave talk 
ere now.'^ 

[zy^] Thus spoke Antinous, but Telema- 
chus heeded him not. Meanwhile the heralds 
were bringing the holy hecatomb through the 
city, and the Achicans gathered under the 
shady grove of Apollo. 

[zyg] Then they roasted the outer meat, 
drew It the spits, gave every man his por- 
tion, and feasted to their hearts content; those 
who w'aited at table gave Ulysses exactly the 
same portion as the otheis had, for 1 elemachus 
had told them to do so. 

[284] But Minerva would not let the suitors 
for one moment drop their insolence, for she 
wanted Ulysses to become still more bitter 
against them. Now there happened to be among 
them a ribald fellow, whose name was Ctesip- 
pus, and who came from Same. This man, 
confident in his great wealth, was paying court 
to the wile of Ulysses, and said to the suitors, 
‘'Hear what 1 have to say. The stranger has 
aheady had as large a portion as any one else; 
this is vv('ll. tui ii j.' ii:)t right nor reasonable to 
ill-treat anv guest of 7’clemachus who comes 
here. I will, Iiowcn ct, make him a piescnt on 
mv own account, that ho may have something 
to gi^e to the Ixirh-vvoinan, or to some other of 
Ulysses’ servants.’’ 

!i<)qJ As he spoke he picked up a heifer's 
foot from the meat basket in which it lay, and 
threw it at Ulysses, hut Ulysses tinned hishead 
a little aside, and avoided it, smiling grimly 
Sardinian fashion as he did so, and it hit 
the wall, not him. On this leleinachus spoke 
fiercely to ("tesippus, ‘'It is a good thing for 
you,” said lie, “that the sti anger turned his 
head so that you imssed him. 11 you had hit him 
1 should have run you through w'lth my spear, 
and your father would have had to sec about 
getting you buried rather than married in this 
house. So let me have no more unseemly be- 
haviour from any of you, for I am grown up 
now to the knowledge of good and evil and 
understand what is going on, instead of being 
the child that I have been heretofore. I have 
long seen you killing my sheep and making 
free wdth my corn and wine: I have put up 
w’ith this, for one man is no match for many, 
but do me no further violence. Still, if you 
wish to kill me, kill me; 1 w'ould far rather die 
than sec such disgraceful scenes day after day 
—guests insulted, and men dragging the women 
servants about the house in an unseemly W’ay.” 

[^zo] They all held their peace till at last 
Agclaus son of Damastor said, “No one should 


take offence at what has just been said, nor 
gainsay it, for it is quite reasonable. I-x;ave off, 
therefore, ill-treating the stranger, or any one 
else of the servants who are about the bouse; I 
would say, however, a friendly word to Tclcm- 
achus and his mother, w'hich I trust may com- 
mend itself to both. ‘As long,' I would say, ‘as 
you had ground for hoping that Ulysses would 
one day come home, no one could complain of 
your w^aiting and sulTering the suitors to be in 
your house. It w'ould have been better that he 
should have returned, but it is now sufficiently 
clear that he wall never do so; therefore talk 
all this quietly over with your mother, and tell 
her to marry the best man, and the one W'ho 
makes her the most advantageous offer. Thus 
you will yourself be able to manage your ow’n 
inheritance, and to eat and drink in peace, 
while your mother wall look after some other 
man’s house, not yours.' ” 

[ 33 ^] To this Telemachus answered, “By 
Jove, Agelaus, and by the sorrovNS ol mv un- 
happy father, wTo has cither perished far from 
Ithaca, or is wandering in some distant land, I 
throw no obstacles in the w«iy of my mother’s 
marriage; on the contrary^ I urge her to choose 
whomsoever she will, and 1 will give her num- 
berless gifts into the bargain, hut I dare not 
insist point blank that she shall leave the house 
against her owm washes. Heaven forbid that I 
should do this.” 

[ 345 ] Minerv'a now made the suitors fall to 
laughing immoderately, and set their w'its wan- 
dering; hut they were laughing with a forced 
laughter. Their meat became smeared W’itli 
blood; their eyes filled with tears, and their 
hearts were heavy with forebodings. Theoclv- 
menus saw this and said, “Unhappy men. wdiat 
IS it that ails you? I'licre is a shroud of darkness 
drawn over vou fiom head to foot, your cheeks 
are W’et wfith tears; the air is alive with wailing 
voices; the w^alls and roof-bcarns drip blood; the 
gate of the cloisters and the court beyond them 
are full of ghosts trooping down into the night 
of hell; the sun is blotted out of heaven, and a 
blighting gloom is over all the land.” 

[ 35 ^] Thus did he speak, and they all of 
them laughed heartily. Hurymachus then said, 
“This stranger w'ho has lately come here has 
lost his senses. Servants, turn him out into the 
streets, since he finds it so dark here.” 

[ 3 ^ 3 ] But Theoclymcnussaid,‘‘Euryinachus, 
you need not send any one with me. I have 
eyes, cars, and a pair of feet of my own, to sav 
nothing of an understanding mind. 1 wall take 
these out of the house with me, for 1 see mis- 
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chief overhanging you, from which not one of 
you men who arc insulting people and plotting 
ill deeds in the house of Ulysses will be able 
to escape." 

[ 37^1 He left the house as he spoke, and 
went back to Piraius who gave him welcome, 
but the suitors kept looking at one another 
and provoking Telemachus by laughing at the 
strangers. One insolent fellow* said to him, 
"Telemachus, you arc not happy in your guests; 
first you have this importunate tramp, who 
comes begging bread and wine and has no skill 
for work or for hard fighting, but is perfectly 
useless, and now here is another fellow who is 
setting himself up as a pro})het. Let me per- 
suade you, for it will be much better, to put 
them on board ship and send them off to the 


Sicels to sell for what they will bring." 

[ 384 ] I’elcmachus gave him no heed, but sate 
silently w^atching his father, expecting every 
moment that he would begin his attack ujxin 
the suitors. 

[ 3 ^ 7 ] Meanwhile the daughter of Icarius, 
wise Penelope, had had a rich seat placed lor 
her facing the court and cloisters, so that she 
could hear what every one w^as saying. The 
dinner indeed had been prepared amid much 
merriment; it had been l^th good and abun- 
dant, for they had sJicrificed many victims; hut 
the supper was yet to come, and nothing can be 
conceived more gruesome than the meal which 
a goddess and a brave man were soon to lay 
hel ore them— for they had brought their doom 
upon themselves. 
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M inerva now put it in Penelopes 
mind to make the suitors try their 
skill with the bow and with the iron 
axes, in contest among themselves, as a means 
of bringing about their destruction. She went 
upstairs and got the store room key, which was 
made of bronze and had a handle of ivory; she 
then went with her maidens into the store room 
at the end of the house, where her husband's 
treasures of gold, bronze, and wrought iron 
were kept, and where was also his bow, and 
the quiver full of deadly arrows that had been 
given him by a friend whom he had met in 
Lacediemon- Ipi.iius the son of Eurytus. The 
two fell in with one another in Messene at 
the house of Ortilochus, W'here Ulysses was 
staying in order to recover a debt that was 
owing from the whole people; for the Mes- 
senians had carried off three hundred sheep 
from Ithaca, and had sailed away with them 
and with their shepherds. In quest of these 
Ulysses took a long journey while still quite 
young, for his father and the other chieftains 
sent him on a mission to recover them. Iphitus 
had gone there also to try and get back tw'elve 
brood mares that he had lost, and the mule 
foals that were running with them. These mares 
were the death of him in the end, for when he 
went to the house of Jove’s son, mighty Her- 
cules, who performed such prodigies of valour, 
Hercules to his shame killed him, though he 
was his guest, for he feared not heaven’s venge- 
ance, nor yet respected his own table which he 
had set before Iphitus, but killed him in spite 
of everything, and kept the mares himself. It 
was when claiming these that Iphitus met 
Ulysses, and gave him the bow which mighty 
Eurytus had been used to carry, and which on 
his death had been left by him to his son. Ulys- 
ses gave him in return a sword and a spear, and 
this w'as the beginning of a fast friendship, 
although they never visited at one another's 
houses, for Jove’s son Hercules killed Iphitus 
ere they could do so. This bow, then, given him 
by Iphitus, had not been taken with him by 
Ulysses when he sailed for Troy; he had used 
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it so long as he had been at home, but had left 
it behind as having been a keepsake from a 
valued friend. 

[42J Penelope presently reached the oak 
threshold of the store room; the carpenter had 
planed this duly, and had drawn a line on it so 
as to get it quite straight; he had then set 
the door posts into it and hung the doors. She 
loosed the strap from the handle of the door, 
put in the key, and drove it straight home to 
shoot back the bolts that held the doors; these 
flew' open with a noise like a bull bellowing in 
a meadow, and Penelope stepped upon the 
raised platform, where the chests stood in which 
the fair linen and clothes were laid by along 
with fragrant herbs: reaching thence, she took 
down the bow with its bow case from the peg 
on which it hung. She sat down with it on her 
knees, weeping bitterly as she took the bow out 
of its case, and when her tears had relieved her, 
she went to the cloister where the suitors were, 
carrying the bow and the quiver, with the 
many deadly arrows that w^re inside it. Along 
with her came her maidens, bearing a chest 
that contained much iron and bronze which 
her husband had won as prizes. When she 
reached the suitors, she stood by one of the 
bearing-posts supporting the roof of the clois- 
ter, holding a veil before her face, and with 
a maid on either side of her. Then she said: 

[6S] '’Listen to me you suitors, who persist 
in abusing the hospitality of this house Wcause 
its owner has been long absent, and without 
other pretext than that you want to marry me; 
this, then, being the prize that you are contend- 
ing for, I will bring out the mighty bow of 
Ulysses, and whomsoever of you shall string it 
most easily and send his arrow through each 
one of twelve axes, him will I follow and quit 
this house of my lawful husband, so goodly, 
and so abounding in wealth. But even so I 
doubt not that I shall remember it in my 
dreams.” 

[80] As she spoke, she told Eumfcus to set 
the bow and the pieces of iron before the suit- 
ors, and Eumaeus wept as he took them to do 

1 
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as she had bidden him. Hard by, tlic stockman 
wept also when he saw his mastci’s bt)w, but 
Antinous scolded them. “You country louts, 
said he, “silly simpletons; whv should you add 
to the sorrows oi your mistress In crMiig in this 
W'ay? She has enough to giieve her in the loss 
of her husband; sit still, therefore, and eat 
your dinners in silence, or go outside if you 
want to cry, and leave the bow behind you. We 
suitors shall have to contend for it with might 
and main, for we shall find it no light matter 
to string such a bow as this is. There is not a 
man of us all who is such another as Lllysses; 
for I have seen him and remember him, though 
I was then only a child.’* 

[g6] lliis was what he said^ but all the 
time he was expecting to he able to string the 
bow and shoot through the iron, whereas in 
fact he was to be the first that should taste of 
the arrows from the hands of Ulysses, whom 
he was dishonouring in his own house— egging 
the others on to do so also. 

[loi] Then Tclemachus spoke. “Great heav- 
ens!” he exclaimed, “Jove must have robbed me 
of my senses. Here is my dear and excellent 
mother saying she will quit this house and 
marry again, yet 1 am laughing and enjoying 
myself as though there were nothing happen- 
ing. But, suitors, as the contest has been agreed 
upon, let it go forward. It is lor a woman whose 
peer is not to be found in Pylos, Argos, or 
Mycene, nor yet in Ithaca nor on the mainland. 
You know this as well as I do; what need, have 
I to speak in praise of mv mothers Come on, 
then, make no excuses foi delay, but let us see 
whether you can string the bow' or no. I too 
will make trial of it, tor if 1 can string it and 
shoot through the iron, I shall not suffer my 
mother to quit this house with a stranger, not 
if I c.iii win the prizes which my father won 
before me.” 

[iiS] As he spoke he sprang from his seat, 
threw his crimson cloak from liim, and took his 
sword from his shoulder. First he set the axes in 
a row, in a long groov^c which he had dug for 
them, and had made straight by line. Then he 
stamped the earth tight round them, and every- 
one was sLii prised when they saw him set them 
up so orderly, though he had never seen any- 
thing of the kind before. \ his done, he went 
on to the pavement to make trial of thf3 bow; 
thrice did he tug at it, trying with all his might 
to draw the string, and thrice he had to leave 
off, though he had hoped to string the bow and 
shoot through the iron. I le was trying for the 
fourth time, and would have strung it had not 


Ulysses made a sign to check him in spite of 
all his eagerness. So he said ; 

[i^i] “Alas! T shall either be always feeble 
and of no prowess, or 1 am too y<mng, and liavi^ 
not yet leachcd my full strength so as lo be 
able to hold my own if any one altaeks me. You 
others, therefore, who are stronger than I, m >ke 
trial of the how' and get this contest settled.” 

[ 1^6] On this he put the bow down, letting 
it lean against the dooi [that led into the house | 
with the arrow standing against the top of the 
bow. 1 hen he sat dowm on the seat from which 
he had risen, and Antinous said. 

[141] “Come on each of you in his turn, 
going tow'ards the light from the place at w Inch 
the cupbearer begins when he is handing round 
the wane.” 

[14^] The rest agreed, and Lciodcs son ol 
QEnops was the first to rise. I le w^as sacriiicial 
priest to the suitors, and sat in the corner near 
the mixing-bowl. I le was the only man who 
hated their evil deeds and was intlignant with 
the others. He was now the first lo take tlie how 
and arrow', so he w'cnt on to the pavement to 
m«ike his trial, hut he could not string the Ikhv, 
for his hands were weak and unused to hard 
w’ork, they iheicfore soon grew tiied, and he 
said to the suitors, “My friends, I cannot string 
it; let another have it, this how sliall take the 
life and soul out of many a chief among us, fi^ 
it is better to die than ta live aftiT having 
missed the prize that w'c have so long striven 
for, and which has brought us so long together. 
Some one of us is even now hoping and praying 
that he may marry Penelope, but when he has 
seen this bow and tried it, let Inrn woo and 
make bridal offerings to some other woman, 
and let Penelope marry whoever makes hci 
the best offer and w'hosc lot it is to win her.” 

[16^] On this he put the bow down, letting 
it lean against the door, w'ilh the arrow stand- 
ing against the Lip of the how. I hen he took 
his scat again on the scat from which lie had 
risen; and Antinous rebuked liim saying: 

[i6y] “Leiodes, what are yOu talking about? 
Your w'ords arc monstrous atjd intolerable; it 
makes me angry to listen to you. Shall, then, 
this bow take the life of many a chief among 
us, merely because you caniiiot bend it your- 
self? True, you w'erc not born lo be an archer, 
but there are others who will soon string it.” 

[17s] Then he said to Mclanthius the goat- 
herd, “Look sharp, light a fire in the court, and 
^et a scat hard by with a sheep skin on it; bring 
us also a large ball of lard, from what they have 
in the house. Let us warm the bow and grease 
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it— we will then make trial of it again, and 
bring the contest to an end." 

[iSi] Mclanthius lit the fire, and .set a scat 
covered with sheep skins beside U. lie also 
brought a great ball of laid fruin what they had 
in the house, and the suitors warmed the bow 
and again made trial of it, but they were none 
of them nearly strong enough to string it. Nev- 
ertheless there still lemained Antinousand Eu- 
rymachus, who were the ringleaders among the 
suitors and much the lorcmosi among them all. 

[iS8j Then the swineherd and the stock- 
man lelt the cloisters together, and Ulysses fol- 
lowed them. When tlicy had got out.sidc the 
gates and the outer yard, Ulysses said to them 
quietly: 

[ 1937 “Stockman, and you swineherd, I have 
something in my mind which I am in doubt 
whether to say or no; but I think 1 will say it. 
What manner of men would you be to stand by 
Ulysses, if some god should bring him back 
here all of a sudden? Say which you are dis- 
posed to do— to side with the suitors, or with 
Ulysses?" 

[ I gg] “Father Jove," answered the stockman, 
“would indeed that you might so ordain it. If 
some god were but to bring Ulysses back, you 
shoultl see with what might and main I would 
fight for him." 

72037 In like words Eumaeus prayed to all 
the gods that Ulysses might return; when, 
thcrclore, he saw for certain what mind they 
were of, Ulysses .said, “It is I, Uly.sses, who am 
here. I have suifered much, but at last, in the 
twentieth year, I am come back to my own 
country. I find that vou two alone of all my 
sciwants are glad that 1 should do so, for I have 
not heard any of the others praying for my 
return. To you two, therefore, will 1 unfold 
the truth as it shall be. If heaven shall deliver 
the suitors into my hands, 1 wdll find wives for 
both of you, will give you house and holding 
close to my ow»n, and you shall he to me as 
though you w'crc brothers and friends of Te- 
lemachus. I will now give you convincing proofs 
(!;at you may know me and he assuied. See, 
here is the scar from tlie hoar’s tooth that 
ripped me when I was out hunting on Mount 
Parnassus with the sons of Autolyeus." 

[221] As he spoke he drew his rags aside 
from the gieat scar, and when they had ex- 
amined it thoroughly, they both of them wept 
about Ulysses, threw their arms round him, 
and kissed his head and shoulders, while Ulys- 
ses kissed their hands and faces in return. I’hc 
sun would have gone down upon their mourn- 


ing ii Ulysses had not checked them and said: 

[21S] “Cease your weeping, lest some one 
sluiuld come outside and see us, and tell those 
who are v\ithin. When you go in, do so sepa- 
rately, not both together; I will go first, and do 
you follow afterwards; let this moreover he the 
token between us, the suitors will all of them 
try to prevent me from getting hold of the bow 
and quiver; do you, therefore, Humacus, place 
it in my hands when you arc carrying it about, 
and tell the women to close the doors of their 
apartment. If they hear any groaning or uproar 
as of men fighting about the house, they must 
not come out; they must keep quiet, and stay 
where they are at their work. And I charge 
you, Philfctiiis, to make fast the doors of the 
outer court, and to hind ihcm securelyatonce." 

[242] When he had thus spoken, he went 
back to the house and took the seat that he had 
left. Presently, his two seivants followed him 
inside. 

[24s] At this moment the bow was in the 
hands of Eurymaehus, who was warming it bv 
the fire, but even so he could not string it, and 
he was greatly grieved, fie heaved a deep sigli 
and said, “1 grieve for myself and for us all; 1 
grieve that I shall have to forgo the marriage, 
hut I do not care nearly so much about this, for 
there are plenty of other women in Ithaca and 
elsewhere; what I feci most is the fact of our 
being so inferior to Ulysses in strength that we 
cannot string his bow. This will disgrace us in 
the eyes of those who are yet unborn." 

72567 “It shall not be so, Eurymaehus," said 
Antinous, “and you know it yourself. I’o day 
is the feast of Apollo throughout all the land: 
who can string a how on such a dfly as this? 
Put it on one side— as for the axes they can 
stay where they are, for no one is likely to come 
to the house and take them away: let the cup- 
bearer go round \vith his cups, that wc may 
make our drink-offerings and diop this matter 
of the bow; \\ c will tell Mclanthius to bring us 
in some goats to-morrow— tlic best he has, we 
can then offer thigh hones to Ajiollo the mighty 
archer, and again make trial oi the how, so as 
to bring the contest to an end.” 

7269) d hc rest approved his words, and 
thereon men servants poured water over the 
hands of the guests, while pages filled the 
mixing-bowls with wine and water and handed 
it round after giving every man his drink- 
offering. Then, when they had made their of- 
ferings and had drunk each as much as he de- 
sired, Ulvsscs craftily said: 

72757 “Suitors of the illustrious queen, listen 
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that I may speak even as 1 am minded, I appeal 
more especially to Eurymachus, and to An- 
tinous who has just spoken with so much rea- 
son. Cease shooting lor the present and leave 
the matter to tlie gods, but in the morning let 
heaven give victory to whom it will. For the 
moment, however, give me the bow that I may 
prove the power of my hands among you all, 
and see whether I still have as much strength 
as I used to have, or whether travel and neglect 
have made an end of it.*' 

[z8s] ITiis made them all very angry, for they 
feared he might string the bow; Antinous there- 
fore rebuked him fiercely saying, ‘"Wretched 
creature, you have not so much as a grain of 
sense in your whole body; you ought to think 
yourself lucky in being allowed to dine un- 
harmed among your l>etters, without having 
any smaller portion served you than we others 
have had, and in being allowed to hear our 
conversation. No other Ixiggar or stranger has 
been allowed to hear what we say among our- 
selves; the wine must have been doing you a 
mischief, as it does with all those who drink 
immoderately. It was wine that inflamed the 
Centaur Eurytion when he was staying with 
Peirithous among the Lapithas. When the wine 
had got into his head, he went mad and did ill 
deeds about the house of Peirithous; this an- 
gered the heroes who were there assembled, 
so they rushed at him and cut off his ears and 
nostrils; then they dragged him through the 
doorway out of the house, so he went away 
crazed, and bore the burden of his crime, be- 
reft of understanding. Henceforth, therefore, 
there was war between mankind and the cen- 
taurs, but he brought it upon himself through 
his own drunkenness. In like manner I can tell 
you that it will go hardly with you if you string 
the bow: you will find no mercy from any one 
here, for we shall at once ship you off to king 
Echetus, who kills every one that comes near 
him: you will never get away alive, so drink 
and keep quiet without getting into a quarrel 
with men younger than yourself.^* 

/‘3117 Penelope then spoke to him, ‘'An- 
tinous," said she, “it is not right that you 
should ill-treat any guest of 7 'elemachiis who 
comes to this house. If the stranger should 
prove strong enough to string the mighty bow 
of Ulysses, can you suppose that he would take 
me home with him and make me his wife? 
Even the man himself can have no such idea 
in his mind: none of you need let that disturb 
his feasting; it would be out of all reason." 
[3^0] “Queen Penelope," answered Eurym- 


achus, “we do not supp)se that this man will 
take you away with him; it is impossible; but 
we are afraid lest some of the baser sort, men 
or women among the Achajans, should go gos- 
siping about and say, “These suitors are a feeble 
folk; they are paying court to the wife of a 
brave man whose bow not one of them was 
able to string, and yet a beggarly tramp who 
came to the house strung it at once and sent an 
arrow through the iron.* This is what will be 
said, and it will be a scandal against us." 

[330] “Eur)Tnachus," Penelope answered, 
“people who persist in eating up the estate of a 
great chieftain and dishonouringhis house must 
not expect others to speak w^ell of them. Why 
then should you mind if men talk as you think 
they will? This stranger is strong and well- 
built, he says moreover that he is of noble 
birth. Give him the bow, and let us see whether 
he can string it or no. I say— and it shall surely 
bc~that if Apollo vouchsafes him the glory 
of stringing it, I will give him a cloak and shirt 
of good wear, with a javelin to keep off dogs 
and robbers, and a sharp sword. I will also give 
him sandals, and will see him sent safely where- 
cver he wants to go." 

[343] Then Telemachus said, “Mother, I 
am the only man either in Ithaca or in the 
islands that are over against Elis who has the 
right to let any one have the bow or to refuse 
it. No one shall force me oq^ W'ay or the other, 
not even though 1 choose to make the stranger 
a present of the bow outright, and let him take 
it away with him. Go, then, within the house 
and busy yourself with your daily duties, your 
loom, your distaff’, and the ordering of yoiii 
servants. Tliis bow is a man s matter, and mine 
af)ovc all others, for it is I who am master 
here.’* 

[354] She went wondering back into the 
house, and laid her son's saying in her heart. 
Then going upstairs with her handmaids into 
her room, she mourned her dear husband till 
Minerva sent sw’cet sleep over her eyelids. 

[359] The swineherd now took up the bow 
and was for taking it to Ulys^'s, but the suitors 
clamoured at him from all parts of tlie clois- 
ters, and one of them said, fYou idiot, where 
are you taking the bow to? Aie you out of your 
wits? If Apollo and the oth^r gods will grant 
our prayer, your own boarhounds shall get you 
into some quiet little place, and worry you to 
death." 

[366] Eumaeus was frightened at the out- 
cry they all raised, so he put the bow down 
then and there, but Telemachus shouted out 
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at him from the other side of the cloisters, and 
threatened him saying, “Father Eumaeus, bring 
the lx)w on in spite of them, nr young as I am 
I will pelt you with stones back to the country, 
for I am the better man of the two. I wish I 
was as much stronger than all the other suitors 
in the house as I am than you, I would soon 
send some of them off sick and sorry, for they 
mean mischief.’' 

[37^] Thus did he speak, and they all of 
them laughed heartily, which put them in a 
better humour with Telemachus; so Huma?us 
brought the bow on and placed it in the hands 
of Ulysses. When he had done this, he called 
Huryclea apart and said to her, “Furyclea, Tc- 
lemachus says you arc to close the doors of the 
women's apartments. If they hear any groan- 
ing or uproar as of men fighting about the 
housc\ they are not to come out, but are to 
keep quiet and stay where they are at their 
woik." 

/j867 Euryclea did as she was told and 
closed tbi- douis ol the women’s apartments. 

[sSS] Mean'^j/Ic Philcetius slipped quietly 
out and made fast the gates of the outer court. 
There was a ship's cable of byblus hbre lying 
in the gatehouse, so ho made the gates fast 
with it and then came in again, resuming the 
seat that he had left, and keeping an eye on 
Ulysses, vvlio had now got the b(jw inhishands, 
and was turning it every way about, and prov- 
ing it all over to see whether the womis had 
been eating into its two horns during his ab- 
sence. I hen would one turn towards his neigh- 
bour saying, "T his is some tricky old bow- 
fancier; either be has got one like it at home, or 
be wants to make one, in such workmanlike 
style does the old vagabond handle it/' 

[401] Another said, “1 hope he may he no 


more successful in other things than he is likely 
to be in stringing this how.' 

[404] But Ulysses, when he had taken it up 
and examined it all over, strung it as easily as 
a skilled bard strings a new peg of his lyre and 
makes the twisted gut fast at both ends. Then 
he took it in his right hand to prove the string, 
and it sang sweetly under his touch like the 
twittering of a swallow. The suitors w^ere dis- 
mayed, and turned colour as they heard it; at 
that moment, moreover, Jove thundered loudly 
as a sign, and the heart of Ulysses rejoiced as 
he heard the omen that the son of scheming 
Saturn had sent him. 

[416] He took an arrow that was lying upon 
the table— for those which the Achai'ans were 
so shortly about to taste were all inside the 
quiver— he laid it on the centre-piece of the 
how, and drew the notch of the arrow and 
the string toward him, still seated on his seat. 
When he had taken aim he let Hy, and his ar- 
row pierced every one of the handle-holes of 
the axes from the first onwards till it had gone 
right through them, and into the outer court- 
yard. Then he said to Telemachus: 

74257 “Your guest has not disgraced you, 
Telemachus. I did not miss what 1 aimed at, 
and I was not long in stringing my bow. I am 
still strong, and not as the suitors twit me with 
being. Now, however, it is time for the Achx- 
ans to prepare supper while there is still day- 
light, and then otherwise to disport themselves 
with song and dance which are the crowning 
ornaments of a banquet." 

7431/ As he spoke he made a sign with his 
eyebrows, and Idcmachus girded on his sword, 
grasped liis spear, and stood armed beside his 
father’s scat. 
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T hen Ulysses tore oft* his rags, and 
sprang on to the broad pavement with 
his bow and his quiver full of arrows. He 
shed the arrows on to the ground at his feet 
and said, ‘The mighty contest is at an end. I 
will now sec whether Apillo will vouchsafe it 
to me to hit another mark w'hich no man has 
yet hit." 

[ 8] On this he aimed a deadly arrow at An- 
tinous, who w'as about to take up a two handled 
gold cup to drink his wine and already had it 
in his hands. He had no thought of death —who 
amongst all the revellers would think that one 
man, however brave, would stand alone among 
.so many and kill him? The arrow struck Antin- 
ous in the throat, and the point went clean 
through his neck, so that he fell over and the 
cup dropped from his hand, while a thick 
stream of blood gushed from his nostrils. He 
kicked the tabic from him and upset the things 
on it, so that the bread and roasted meats w’ere 
all soiled as they fell over on to the ground. 
The suitors were in an uproar when they saw 
that a man had been hit; they sprang in dismay 
one and all of them from their seats and looked 
everywhere towards the walls, but there w^as 
neither shield nor spear, and they rebuked 
Ulysses very angrily. ‘‘Stranger," said they, 
“you shall pay for shooting people in this way: 
you shall see no other contest; you arc a doomed 
man; he whom you have slain w'as the foremost 
youth in Ithaca, and the vultures shall devour 
you for having killed him." 

[^i] Thus they spoke, for they thought that 
he had killed Antinous by mistake, and did not 
perceive that death was hanging over the head 
of every one of them. But Ulysses glared at 
them and said; 

[35] ^T)ogs, did you think that I should not 
come back from Troy? You have wasted my 
substance, have forced my women servants to 
lie with you, and have wooed my wife while I 
was still living. You have feared neither God 
nor man, and now you shall die." 

[42] They turned pale with fear as he spoke, 
and every man looked round about to see 


whither he might fly for safety, but Huryma- 
chus alone spoke. 

[44] “If you arc Ulysses," said he, “then 
what you have s*iid is just. We have done much 
wrong on Nour lands and in yniir house. But 
Antinous who was the head and front of the 
oftending lies low' already. It was all his doing. 
It was not that he wanted to marr\' Penelope; 
he did not so much caic about that; wdiat he 
wanted was something quite di(lercnt,and Jo\’c 
has not vriuchsalcd it to him, lie wanted to kill 
your son and to he chief man in llliaca. Now. 
therefore, that he has met the death which was 
his due, spare the lives of your ]ieoplc. VW' will 
make everything good among ourselves, aiul 
pay you in full lor nJ! that we haw t'aten and 
drunk. Each one of us shall pay you a fine worth 
tw'cnty oxen, and wc will kecj) on giving you 
gold and bronze till your heart is .softened, lln 
til we have done this no one can complain of 
your being enraged against.us/’ 

[60] Ulysses again glared at him and said, 
“Though you should give me all that you have 
in tlic world both now and all that you ever 
shall have, I wall not stay my hand till I ha\’e 
paid all of you in lull. You must fight, or lly lor 
your jives, and fly, not a man ol vou shall." 

[68] T licit hearts sank as they heard him, 
hut Lur\niachus again spoke saving: 

[yo] “My friends, this man will give us no 
quaiter. He will stand where he is and shoot 
us dow'ii till lie has killed every man among us. 
Let us then show' light; draw your sw'ords, and 
hold up the tables to shield you Irom his ar 
row's. Let us have at him with a rush, to drive 
him from the pavement and doorway: we can 
then get through into the to)lvn, and raise such 
an alarm as shall soon stay Kis shooting." 

[79] As he spoke he drew his keen blade of 
bronze, sharpened on both sides, and with a 
loud cry .sprang towards Ulysses, Init Ulysses 
instantly shot an arrow' into his breast that 
caught him by the nipple and fixed itself in his 
liver. He dropped his sw'ord and fell doubled 
up over his table. T he cup and all the meats 
went over on to the ground as he smote the 
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earth with his forehead in the agonies of death, 
and he kicked the stool with his feet until his 
eyes were closed in darkness. 

[8g] Then Amphinomus drew his sword and 
made straight at Ulysses to try and get him 
away from the ilo()r; but Tcleintichus was too 
cjuick ior him, and struck him from behind; 
the spear caught him between the shoulders 
and went right through his chest, so that he fell 
heavily to the ground and struck the earth with 
his forehead. Then 7 'eleniachus sprang away 
from him, leaving his spear still in the body, 
lor he feared that if he stayed to draw it out, 
some one of the Achaeans might come up and 
hack at him with his sword, or knock him 
down, so he set olf at a run, and immediately 
was at his father s side. Then he said: 

[iQi] “Father, let me bring you a shield, 
two spears, and a brass lielmet for your temples. 
1 will ann myself as well, and will bring other 
aiinour lor the swineherd and the stockman, 
loi we had better be armed.” 

[los] “Run and fetch them,” answered Ulys- 
ses, “while r^y ^ . >\vs hold out, or when 1 am 
alone they may get me away from the door.” 

[ I o8] releinachus did as his father said, and 
went olf to the store room where the armour 
was kept, l ie chose four shields, eight spears, 
and four brass helmets with horse hair plumes, 
lie bi ought them with all speed to his lather, 
and armed himself first, while the stockman 
and the .swineherd also put on their armour, 
and took their places near Ulysses. Meanwhile 
Ulysses, as long as his arrows lasted, had been 
shooting the suitors one by one, and they fell 
thick on one another: when his arrow^s gave 
out, he set the bow to stand against the end 
wall of the house bv the door post, and hung a 
sbield four hides thick about his shoulders; on 
his comely head he scthishelrnet, well wrought 
with a crest of horse- hair that nodded men- 
acingly above it, and he grasped two redoubt- 
able bron/c-sbod spears. 

[126] Now there was a trap door on the wall, 
while at one end of the pavement there was an 
exit leading to a narrow passage, and this exit 
w^as closed by a well-made door. Ulysses told 
Pluhetius to stand by this door and guard it, 
ior only one person could attack it at a time. 
But Agelaus shouted out, “Cannot some one 
go up to the trap door and tell the people what 
IS going on? Help would come at once, and w^e 
should soon make. an end of this man and his 
shoot ino.'^ 

[ I ^SJ “This may not be, Agelaus,” answered 
Melanthius, “the mouth of the narrow passage 
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is dangerously near the entrance to the outer 
court. One brave man could prevent any nuin- 
her from getting in. But 1 know what I will do, 
I will bring you arms from the store room, ffir 
I am sure it is there that Ulysses and his son 
have put them.” 

[142] On this the goatherd Melanthius went 
by back passages to the store room of Ulysses’ 
house. 7 here he chose twelve shields, with as 
many helmets and spears, and brought them 
back as fast as he could to give them to the 
suitors. Ulysses’ heart began to fail him when 
he saw the suitors putting on their armour and 
brandishing their spears, l ie saw the greatness 
of the danger, and said to Telemachus, “Some 
one of the women inside is helping the suitors 
against us, or it may be Melanthius.” 

[153] 7 dcmaclius answered, “The fault, 
father, is mine, and mine only; 1 left the store 
room door open, and they have kept a sharper 
look out than 1 have. Ck), Eumieus, put the 
door to, and see whether it is one of the women 
who is doing this, or whether, as 1 suspect, it is 
Melanthius the son of Dolius.” 

1 160] Thus did they converse. Meanwhile 
Melanthius was again going to the store room 
to fetch more armour, hut the swineherd saw 
him and said to Lllysscs who was beside him, 
“Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, it is that scoun- 
drel Melanthius, just as we suspected, who is 
going to the store room. Say, shall I kill him, if 
1 can get the better of him, or shall 1 bring him 
here that you may take your own revenge for 
ail the many wrongs that he has done in your 
house?” 

[170] Ulysses answered, “Telemachus and 
I will hold these suitors in check, no matter 
w’hat thev do; go hack both of you and bind 
Melanthius’ hands and feet behind him. 7 Trow 
him into the store room and make the door fast 
behind you; then lasten a noo.se about his body, 
and string him close up to the raltcrs from a 
high hearing-post, that he may linger on in an 
agonv.” 

[17S] Thus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said, they w'cnt to the store room, 
which they entcr(‘d before Melanthius saw^ 
them, for he was busy searching for arms in 
the innermost part of tlie room, so the two took 
their stand on cither side of the door and waited. 
By and by Melanthius came out with a helmet 
in one hand, and an old dry-rotted shield in the 
other, wdiich had been borne by Licrtes when 
he was yimng, but which had been long since 
thrown aside, and the straps had become un- 
sewn; on this the two seized him, dragged him 
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back by the hair, and threw him struggling to 
the ground. They bent his hands and feet well 
behind his back, and bound them tight with a 
painful bond as Ulysses had told them; then 
they fastened a noose about his body and strung 
him up from a high pillar till he was close up 
to the rafters, and over him did you then vaunt, 
O swineherd Eumaeus, saying, ‘'Melanthius, 
you will pass the night on a soft bed as you de- 
serve. You will know very well when morning 
comes from the streams of Oceanus, and it is 
time for you to be driving in your goats for the 
suitors to feast on." 

[200] Tliere, then, they left him in very 
cruel bondage, and having pur on their armour 
they closed the door behind them and went 
back to take their places by the side of Ulysses; 
whereon the four men stood in the cloister, 
fierce and full of fury; nevertheless, those who 
were in the body of the court were still both 
brave and many. Then Jove’s daughter Mi- 
nerva came up to them, having assumed the 
voice and form of Mentor. Ulysses was glad 
when he saw her and said, "Mentor, lend me 
your help, and forget not your old comrade, 
nor the many good turns he has done you. Be- 
sides, you are my age-mate," 

[210} But all the rime he felt sure it was Mi- 
nerva, and the suitors from the other .side raised 
an uproar when they saw her. Agelaus was the 
first to reproach her. "Mentor,” he cried, "do 
not let Ulysses beguile you into siding with 
him and fighting the suitors. This is what w^e 
will do: when wc have killed these people, fa- 
ther and son, we will kill you too. You shall pay 
for it with your head, and when w'e have killed 
you, we will take all you have, in doors or out, 
and bring it into hotch-pot with Ulysses’ prop- 
erty; we will not let your sons live in your 
house, nor your daughters, nor shall your 
widow continue to live in the city of Ithaca.” 

[ 224] This made Minerva still more furious, 
so she scolded Ulysses very angrily. "Ulysses,” 
said she, "your strength and prowess are no 
longer what they were when you fought for 
nine long years among the Trojans about the 
noble lady Helen. You killed many a man in 
those days, and it was through your stratagem 
that Priam’s city was taken. How comes it that 
you are so lamentably Jess valiant now that you 
are on your own ground, face to face with the 
suitors in your own house? Come on, my good 
leWow , tun side and see Vvow Mervlot, 

your kindnesses conterred ujwn him.” 

[2.^6] But she would not give him full vic- 


tory as yet, for she wished still further to prove 
his own prowess and that of his brave son, so 
she flew up to one of the rafters in the roof of 
the cloister and sat upon it in the form of a 
swallow. 

[241] Meanwhile Agelaus son of Damastor, 
Eurynomus, Ainphiincdon, Deiiioptolemus, 
Pisander, and Poly bus son of Polyctor bore tire 
brunt of the fight upon the suitors' side; of all 
those who were still fighting for their lives they 
were by far the most valiant, for the others had 
already fallen under the arrows of Ulysses. 
Agelaus shouted to them and said, "Mv friends, 
he will soon have to leave off, for Mentor has 
one away after having done nothing for him 
ut brag. They are standing at the doors un- 
supported. Do not aim at him all at once, but 
six of you throw your spears first, and see if 
you cannot cover yourselves w'ith glory by kill- 
ing him. When he has fallen we need not be 
uneasy about the others." 

[^55] They threw their spears as he bade 
them, hut Minerva made them all of no effect. 
One hit the door post; another went against 
the door; the pointed shaft of another struck 
the wall; and as soon ns they had aA^oided all 
the spears of the suitors Ul\'sses said to his own 
men, "My friends, I should say we too had bet- 
ter let drive into the middle of them, or they 
wall crown all the harm they have done us by 
killing us outright.” 

[ 265] They therefore aimed straight in front 
of them and threw their spears. Ulysses killed 
Demoptolemus, I’elemachus Euiyades, Eu- 
mjeus Hiatus, w'hilc the stockman killed Pisan- 
der. These all bit the dust, and as the others 
drew back into a corner Uly.sses and his men 
rushed forward and regained their spears by 
drawing them from the bodies of the dead. 

[ 272) The suitors now aimed a second time, 
but again Minerva made ihcir weapons for the 
most part without effect. One hit a bearing-post 
of the cloister; another went against the door; 
while the pointed shaft of another struck the 
wall. Still, Amphimedon just took a piece of 
the top skin from off Teleni|clius’s wrist, and 
Ctesippus managed to graze Eumaeus's shoulder 
above his shield; but the speii went on and fell 
to the ground. Then Ulysse^ and his men let 
drive into the crowd of suitors. Ulysses hit 
Eurydamas, Telcmachus Amphiniedon, and 
Eumaeus Polybus. After this the stockman hit 
Ctesi^Y'^s in the breast, and taunted him say- 
m qS. Ao T\ot 

be so foolish as to talk wickedly another tinie, 
but Jet heaven direct your speech, for the gods 
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are far stronger than men. I make you a present 
of this advice to repay you for the foot which 
you gave Lllysses when he was begging about 
in his own house.” 

[2^2] 7 bus spoke the stockman, and Ulys- 
ses struck the son of Damastor with a spear in 
close fight, while Idcmachus hit Leocritus son 
of Evenor in the belly, and the dart went clean 
through him, $0 that he fell forward full on his 
face upon the ground. Then Minerva from her 
seat on the rafter held up her deadly a-‘gis, and 
the hearts of the suitors quailed. They fled to 
the other end of the court like a herd of cattle 
maddened by the gadfly in early summer wlien 
the days arc at their longest. As eagle-beaked, 
crook'taloned vultures from the mountains 
swor)p down on the smaller birds that cower in 
Hocks upon the ground, and kill them, for they 
cannot cither fight or fly, and lookers on enjoy 
the sport— even so did Ulysses and his men fall 
upon the suitors and smite them on every side. 
They made a horrible groaning as their brains 
were being battered in, and the ground seethed 
with their bK>^jd. 

[^10] Lciodes then caught the knees of 
Ulysses and said, “Ulysses I beseech you have 
mercy upon me and spare me. I never wronged 
any of tlie women in your house either in word 
or deed, and 1 tried to stop the others. 1 saw 
them, Init they would not listen, and now they 
are paying for their folly, I was their sacrificing 
priest; if you kill me, I shall die without having 
done anything to deserve it, and shall have got 
no thanks for all the good that I did.” 

[^20] Ulysses looked sternly at him and an- 
swered, “If you were their sacrificing priest, 
ou must have prayed many a time that it might 
e long before I got home again, and that you 
might marry my wife and have children by her. 
Therefore you shall die.” 

[^26] With these words he picked up the 
swoid that Agelaus had dropped when he was 
being killed, and which was lying upon the 
ground. Then he struck Leiodes on the back of 
his neck, so that his head fell rolling in the dust 
while he was yet speaking. 

[33^] Tbe minstrel Phemius son of Terpes 
—he who had been forcrid by the suitors to sing 
to them— now tried to save his life. Me was 
standing near towards the trap door, and held 
his lyre in his hand. 1 le did not know whether 
to By out of the cloister and sit down by the 
a/tar of Jove that was in the outer court, and on 
which both Liettcs and Ulysses had olFcrcd up 
f IC tliigf, tones of many an ox, or whether to 
6 s raight up to Ulysses andemhracx* his knees. 
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but in the end he deemed it best to embrace 
Ulysses' knees. So he laid his lyre on the ground 
between the mixing-bowl and the silver-studded 
seat; then going up to Ulysses he caught hold 
of his knees and said, “Ulysses, I beseech you 
have mercy on me and spare me. You will be 
sorry for it afterwards if you kill a bard who 
can sing both for gods and men as I can. I make 
all my lays myself, and heaven visits me with 
every kind of inspiration. I would sing to you 
as though you were a god, do not therefore he 
in such a hurry to cut my head off. Your own 
son rdcmachus will tell you that I did not 
want to frequent your house and sing to the 
suitors after their meals, hut they were too 
many and too strong for me, so they made me.” 

[354] Telemachus heard him, and at once 
went up to his father. “Hold!” he cried, “the 
man is guiltless, do him no hurt; and we will 
spare Medon too, wdio was always good to me 
when 1 v\as a boy, unless Philcetius or Eumaeus 
has already killed him, or he has fallen in your 
way when you were raging about the court.” 

[j^ 6 i] Medon caught these words of Telem- 
achus, for he was crouching under a seat be- 
neath which he had hidden by covering him- 
self up with a freshly flayed heifer's hide, so he 
threw off the hide, went up to rdemachus, 
and laid hold of his knees. 

/367J “Here I am, my dear sir,’' said he, 
“stay your hand therefore, and tell your father, 
or he will kill me in his rage against the suitors 
for having wasted his substance and been so 
foolishly disrespectful to yourself.” 

/371/ Ulysses smiled at him and answered, 
“Pear not; 7 \’lemachus has saved your life, that 
you may know in future, and tell other people, 
how greatly better good deeds prosper than evil 
ones. Go, therefore, outside the cloisters into 
the outer court, and be out of the way of the 
slaughter— you and the bard— while I finish 
my work here inside.” 

[37^] rhe pair went into the outer court as 
fast as they could, and sat down by Jove's great 
altar, looking fearfully round, and still expect- 
ing that they would be killed. Then Ulysses 
searched the wdiolc court carefully over, to sec 
if anyone had managed to hide himself and 
was still living, but he found them all lying in 
the dust and weltering in their blood. They 
w^ere like fishes which fishermen have netted 
out of the sea, and thrown upon the beach to 

lie gasping for water til] the heat of the sun 
makes an end of them. Even so were the suitors 

h ing all hmUk-J up one aguhst the other. 

Then Ulysses s.nd tu 7elemachus, 
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“Call nurse Euryclea; I have something to say 
to her.“ 

[39^] Telemachus w’ent and knocked at the 
door ol: the women s room. '‘Make haste/’ said 
he, “you old woman who have been set over 
all the other women in the house. Come out- 
side; my father wishes to speak to you/’ 

[39^1 When Euryclea heard this she unfas- 
tened the door of the women’s room and came 
out, following I’elemachus. She found Ulysses 
among the corpses bespattered with blood and 
filth like a lion that has just been devouring an 
ox, and his breast and Ixjth his cheeks are all 
bloody, so that he is a fearful sight; even so was 
Ulysses besmirched trom head to foot with 
gore. W^hen she saw all the corpses and such a 
quantity of blood, she was beginning to cry out 
for joy, for she saw that a great deed had been 
done; but Ulysses checked her, "Old woman,*’ 
said he, "rejoice in silence; restrain yourself, 
and do not make any noise about it; it is an un- 
holy thing to vaunt over dead men. I leaven’s 
doom and their own evil deeds have brought 
these men to destruction, for they respected no 
man in the whole world, neither rich nor poor, 
who came near them, and they have come to 
a bad end as a punishment for their wickedness 
and folly. Now, however, tell me which of the 
women in the house have misconducted them- 
selves, and who are innocent.” 

[419] “I will tell you the truth, my son,'^ 
answered Euryclea. "7 here are fifty women in 
the house whom we tench to do things, such 
as carding wool, and all kinds of household 
work. Of these, twelve in all have misbehaved, 
and have been wanting in respect to me, and 
also to Penelope. They showed no disrespect 
to Telemachus, for he has only lately grown 
up, and his mother never permitted him to give 
orders to the female servants; but let me go up- 
stairs and tell your wife all that has happened, 
for some god has been sending her to sleep.” 

[430] “Do not wake her yet,” answered 
Uly sses, “but tel) the women who have mis- 
conducted themselves to come to me.” 

[433] Euryclea left the cloister to tell the 
women, and make them come toTIlysses; in 
the meantime he called telemachus, the stock- 
man, and the swineherd. “Begin,” said he, “to 
remove the dead, and make tlie w'omen help 
you. 1 ben, get sponges and clean water to swill 
down the tables and scats. When you have 
thoroughly cleansed the whole cloisters, take 
the women into the space between the domed 
room and the wall of the outer court, and run 
them through with your swords till they are 


quite dead, and have forgotten all about love 
and the way in which they used to lie in secret 
with the suitors.” 

[446] On this the women came down in a 
body, weeping and wailing bitterly. First they 
carried the dead lx)dics out, and propped them 
up against one another in the gatehouse. Ulys- 
ses ordered them about ;ind made them do their 
work quickly, so they had to carry the bodies 
out. When they had done this, they cleaned all 
the tables and scats with sponges and water, 
w’hile Telemachus and the two others shovel led 
up the blood and dirt from the ground, and 
the W’omen carric'd it all away and put it out of 
doors. 7 lien when they had made the whole 
place quite clean and orderly, they took the 
women out and hemmed tliem in the narrow 
space between the wall of the domed ifxiin and 
that of the yard, so that they could not get 
away: and I’clcmachus said tf) the other two, 
“I shall not let these women die a clean death, 
for they were insolent to me and my mother, 
and used to sleep w ith the suitors.” 

[46s] So saying he made a ship’s cable fast 
to one of the bearing posts that supported the 
roof of the domed 100m, and secured it all 
around the building, at a g(.Hxl heiglit, lest any 
of the women's feet should touch the ground; 
and as thrushes or doves heat against a net that 
has been set for them in a thicket just as they 
were getting to their nesrf'and a terrible fate 
awaits them, ewen so did the women Ihive to put 
their heads in nooses one after the other and 
die most miserably. Their feet moved convul- 
sively for a while, but not lor very long. 

[474] As for Melanthius, they took him 
through the cloister into the inner coint. There 
they cut oil his nose and his cars; they drew out 
his vitals and gave them to the dogs raw, and 
then in their fury they cut off his hands and 
his feet. 

[ 475 ] When they had done this they w^ashed 
their hands and feet and went back into tlic 
house, for all was now' over; and Ulysses said 
to the dear old nurse Euryclea, “Bring me sul- 
phur, which cleanses all pollution, and fetch 
fire also that I may burn it, and purify the 
cloisters. Go, moreover, anid tell Penelope to 
come here with her attendatits, and also all the 
maid servants that are in tl>c house.” 

[48 si ‘*A 11 that you have said is true,” an- 
swered Euryclea, “but let me bring you some 
clean clothes— a shirt and cloak. Do not keep 
these rags on your back any longer. It is not 
right.” 

[490] “First light me a fire,” replied Ulysses. 
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[4Q1] She brought the fire and sulphur, as 
he had bidden her, and Ulysses thoroughly 
purified the cloisters and both the inner and 
outer courts. Then she went inside to call the 
women and tell them what had happened; 
whereon they came Iroin their apartment with 
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torches in their hands, and pressed round Ulys- 
ses to embrace him, kissing his head and shoul- 
ders and taking liold of his hands. It made him 
feel as if he should like to weep, for he remem- 
bered every one of them. 
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E LIRYCLEA now went upstairs laughing 
to tell her mistress that her dear hus- 
band had come home, ficr aged knees 
became young again and her feet were nimble 
for joy as she went up to her mistress and bent 
over her head to speak to her. "Wake up Penel- 
ope, my dear child,” she exclaimed, “and see 
with your own eyes something that you have 
been wanting this long time past. Ulysses has 
at last indeed come home again, and has killed 
the suitors who were giving so much trouble 
in his house, eating up his estate and ill-treat- 
ing his son.” 

[lo] “My good nurse,” answered Penelope, 
“you must be mad. The gods sometimes send 
some very sensible people out of their minds, 
and make foolish people become sensible, 1 his 
is what they must have been doing to you; for 
you always used to be a reasonable person. Why 
should you thus mock me when I have trouble 
enough already— talking such nonsense, and 
waking me up out of a sweet sleep that had 
taken possession of my eyes and closed 'them? 

I have never slept so soundly from the day my 
poor husband went to that city with the ill- 
omened name. Go back again into the women’s 
room; if it had been any one else, who had 
woke me up to bring me such absurd news 1 
should have sent her away with a severe scold- 
ing. As it is, your age shall protect you.” 

[z^] ‘'My dear child,” answered Euryclea, 
“I am not mocking you. It is quite true as I tell 
you that Ulysses is come home again. He was 
the stranger whom they all kept on treating so 
badly in the cloister. Telcmachus knew all the 
time that he was come back, but kept his fa- 
ther's secret that he might have his revenge on 
all these wicked people.” 

/32J Then Penelope sprang up from her 
couch, threw her arms round Euryclea, and 
wept for joy. “But my dear nurse,” said she, 
“explain this to me; if he has really come home 
as you say, how did he manage to overcome the 
wicked suitors single handed, seeing what a 
number of them there always were?” 

[39 1 “I was not there/' answered Euryclea, 
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“and do not know; I only heard them groaning 
while they were being killed. We sat crouch- 
ing and huddled up in a corner of the women s 
room with the doors closed, till your son came 
to fetch me because his father sent him. Then 
I found Ulysses standing over the corpses that 
were lying on the ground all round him, one 
on top of the other. You would have enjoyed 
it if you could have seen him standing there 
all bespattered with blood and filth, and look- 
ing just like a lion. But the corj)ses arc now all 
piled up in the gatehouse that is in the outer 
court, and Ulysses has lit a great fire to purify 
the house with sulphur. He has sent me to 
call you, so come with me that you may both 
be happy together after all; for now at last 
the desire of your heart has been fulfilled; 
your husband is come home to find both wife 
and son alive and well, and to take his revenge 
in his own house on the suitors who behaved 
so badly to him.” 

[$S] “My dear nurse,” said Penelope, “do 
not exult too confidently over all this. You 
know^ how delighted every one wxmld be to .see 
Ulysses come home— more particularly myself, 
and the son w^ho has been born to both of us; 
but what you tell me cannot be really true. It 
is some god who is angry with the suitors for 
their great wickedness, and has made an end of 
them; for they respected no man in the whole 
world, neither rich nor poor, w^ho came near 
them, and they have come to a bad end in con- 
sequence of their iniquity. Ulysses is dead far 
away from the Achaean land; he will never re- 
turn home again.” i 

[^9] Then nurse Euryclep said, “My child, 
what are you talking about? but you were al- 
ways hard of belief, and h|ivc made up your 
mind that your husband is' never coming, al- 
though he is in the house and by his own fire 
side at this very moment. Besides I can give you 
another proof; when I was washing him I per- 
ceived the scar which the wild boar gave him, 
and I wanted to tell you about it, but in his 
wisdom he would not let me, and clapped his 
hands over my moutli; so come with me and 1 
2 
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will make this bargain with you—if I am de- 
ceiving you, you may have me killed by the 
most cruel death you can think of.” 

[ 8 o] “My dear nurse,” said Penelope, “how- 
ever wise you may be you can hardly fathom 
the counsels of the gods. Nevertheless, we will 
go in search of my son, that I may see the 
corpses of the suitors, and the man who has 
killed them.” 

[ 8 $] On this she came down from her up- 
per room, and while doing so she considered 
whether she should keep at a distance from 
her husband and question him, or whether she 
should at once go up to him and embrace him. 
When, however, she had crossed the stone 
floor of the cloister, she sat down opposite Ulys- 
ses by the fire, against the wall at right angles 
[to that by which she had entered], while Ulys- 
ses sat near one of the bearing-posts, looking 
upon the ground, and waiting to see W'hat his 
brave wife would say to him when she saw 
him. For a long time she sat silent and as one 
lost in amazement. At one moment she looked 
him full in the lace, but then again directly, 
she was misled by his shabby clothes and failed 
to recognize him, till 1 clcmachus began to re- 
proach her and said: 

[97] “Mother— but you are so hard that I 
cannot call you by such a name— why do you 
keep away from my father in this way? Why 
do you not sit by his side and begin talking to 
him and asking him questions? No other woman 
could bear to keep away from her husband 
when he had come back to her after twenty 
years of absence, and after having gone through 
so much; but your heart always was as hard as a 
stone.” 

[104] Penelope answered, “My son, I am so 
lost in astonishment that I can find no words 
in which either to ask questions or to answer 
them. I cannot even look him straight in the 
face. Still, if he really is Ulysses come back to 
his own home again, we shall get to under- 
stand one another better by and by, for there 
are tokens with which we two are alone ac- 
quainted, and which are hidden from all 
others.” 

[ill] Ulysses smiled at this, and said to 
Telemachus, “Let your mother put me to any 
proof she likes; she will make up her mind 
about it presently. She rejects me for the mo- 
ment and believes me to be somebody else, be- 
cause I am covered with dirt and have such bad 
clothes on; let us, however, consider what we 
had better do next. When one man has killed 
another, even though he was not one who 
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would leave many friends to take up his quar- 
rel, the man who has killed him must still say 
good bye to his friends and fly the country; 
whereas we have been killing the stay of a 
whole town, and all the picked youth of Ithaca. 
I W'ould have you consider this matter.” 

f 1 237 “Look to it yourself, father,” answered 
Telemachus, “for they say you are the wisest 
counsellor in the world, and that there is no 
other mortal man who can compare with you. 
We will follow you wdth right good will, nor 
shall you find us fail you in so far as our 
strength holds out.” 

[129] “I will say w’hat I think will be best,” 
answered Ulysses. “First wash and put your 
shirts on; tell the maids also to go to their own 
room and dress; Phemius shall then strike up a 
dance tune on his lyre, so that if people outside 
hear, or any of the neighbours, or some one 
going along the street happens to notice it, they 
may think there is a w edding in the house, and 
no rumours about the death of the suitors will 
get about in the town, before we can escape to 
the w'oods upon my owm land. Once there, we 
will settle which of the courses heaven vouch- 
safes us shall set?m wisest.” 

[141] Thus did he speak, and they did even 
as he had said. First they washed and put their 
shirts on, while the w^omen got ready. Then 
Phemius took his lyre and set them all longing 
for sweet song and stately dance. The house re- 
echoed with the sound of men and women 
dancing, and the people outside said, “I sup- 
pose the queen has been getting married at last. 
She ought to be ashamed of herself for not con- 
tinuing to protect her husband’s property until 
he comes home.” 

71527 This was W'hat they said, but they did 
not know what it was that had been happen- 
ing. I'he upper servant Eurynome washed and 
anointed Ulysses in his own house and gave 
him a shirt and cloak, while Miner\'a made 
him look taller and stronger than before; she 
also made the hair grow thick on the top of his 
head, and flow down in curls like hyacinth 
blossoms; she glorified him about the head and 
shoulders just as a skilful w^orkman who has 
studied art of all kinds under Vulcan or Mi- 
nerva— and his w ork is full of beauty— enriches 
a piece of silver plate by gilding it. He came 
from the bath looking like one of the immor- 
tals, and sat dowm opposite his wife on the scat 
he had left. “My dear,” said he, “heaven has 
endowed you with a heart more unyielding 
than wximan ever yet had. No other woman 
could bear to keep away from her husband 
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when he had come back to her after twenty 
years of absence, and after having gone through 
so much. But come, nurse, get a bed readv for 
me; I will sleep alone, for this woman has a 
heart as hard as iron.^' 

[^73] * ^"^7 dear,*' answered Penelope, '1 
have no wish to set myself up, nor to depreciate 
you; but 1 am not struck by your appearance, 
for I very well remember what kind t)f a man 
you were when you set sail from Ithaca. Never- 
theless, Euryclea, take his bed outside the bed 
chamber that he himself built. Bring the bed 
outside this room, and put bedding upon it 
with fleeces, gocxl coverlets, and blankets." 

[181] She said this to try him, but Ulysses 
was very angry and said, ‘‘Wife, 1 am much dis- 
pleased at what you have just been saying. 
Who lias been taking my bed from the place 
in which I left it? He must have found it a hard 
task, no matter how skilled a workman he w'as, 
unless some god came and helped him to shift 
it. There is no man living, how^ever strong and 
in his prime, who could move it from its place, 
for it is a mar\^ell()us curiosity which I made 
with my very own hands. There w'as a young 
olive growing within the precincts of the house, 
in full vigour, and about as thick as a bearing- 
post. I built my room round this with strong 
walls of stone and a roof to cover them, and I 
made the dcxirs strong and well fitting. Then I 
cut off the top boughs of the olive tree and left 
the stump standing. This I dressed roughly 
from the root upwards and then w^orkcj with 
carpenter's tools well and skilfully, straighten- 
ing my work by drawing a line on the wood, 
and making it into a bed-prop. I then bored a 
hole down the middle, and made it the centre- 
post of my bed, at which I w'orked till I had fin- 
ished it, inlaying it with gold and silver; after 
this I stretched a hide of crimson leather from 
one side of it to the other. So you sec I know all 
about it, and I desire to learn whether it is still 
there, or whether any one has been removing it 
by cutting down the olive tree at its roots." 

[20s] When she heard the sure proofs Ulys- 
ses now gave her, she fairly broke down. She 
flew weeping to his side, flung hef^arms about 
his neck, and ki.ssed him. "Do not be angry 
with me Ulysses," she cried, "you, who are the 
wisest of mankind. We have suffered, both of 
us. Heaven has denied us the happiness of 
spending our youth, and of growing old, to- 
gether; do not then be aggrieved or take it amiss 
that I did not embrace you thus as soon as I 
saw you. I have been shuddering all the time 
through fear that someone might come here 


and deceive me with a lying story; for there are 
many very wicked people going about. Jove's 
daughter f lelen would never have yielded her 
self to a man from a foreign country, if she had 
known that the sons of Achaeans would come 
after her and bring her back. Heaven put it in 
her heart to do wrong, and she gave no thought 
to that sin, which has been the source of all our 
sorrows. Now, however, that voii have con- 
vinced me by showing that you know all about 
our bed Cvvliieh no human being has ever seen 
but you and I and a single maid servant, the 
daughter of Actor, wTo was given me by my 
father on my marriage, and who keeps the 
doors of our room) hard of belief though 1 have 
been 1 can mistrust no kmger." 

[2^1] Then Ulysses in his turn melted, and 
wept as he clasped his dear and faithful wile to 
his bosom. As the sight of land is welcome to 
men who are swimming towards the shore, 
when Neptune has wrecked their ship witlr the 
fury of his winds and waves— a few alone reach 
the land, and these, covered with brine, ate 
thankful when they find themselves on firm 
ground and out of danger— even so was lici 
husband W’eleomc to her as she looked upon 
him, and she could not tear her two fair arms 
from about his neck. Indeed they would have' 
gone on indulging their sorrow fill rosy lingered 
morn appeared, had not Minerva detei mined 
otherwise, and held night t|ack in the far west, 
w'hile she would not suffer Dawn to leave 
Ocean us, nor to yoke the two steeds Lampus 
and Pha^thon that hear her onward to lireak 
the day upon mankind. 

[ 24(1] At last, however, Ulysses said, “Wife, 
wc have not yet reached the end of our trou 
hies. I have an unknowTi amount of toil still to 
undergo. It is long and diflicult, but I must go 
through witli it, for thus the shade of Tcircsias 
prophesied concerning me, on the day when 1 
went down into Hades to ask about my return 
and that of niy companions. But now let us go 
to bed, that w^e may lie down and enjoy the 
blessed boon of sleep." 

[ 2 s 6 ] "You shall go to bed as soon as you 
please," replied Penelope, "i|ow that the gods 
have stent you home to yout own good house 
and to your country. But asiheaven has put it 
in your mind to speak of it, tell me about the 
task that lies before you. I shall have to hear 
about it later, so it is better that I should be 
told at once." 

[26^] "My dear," answered Ulysses, "why 
should you pre.ss me to tell you? Still, I will not 
conceal it from you, though you will not like 
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it. I do not like it myself, for I’circsias bade me 
travel far and w'idc, carrying an oar, till I came 
to a country where the people have never heard 
ol the sea, and do not even mix salt with their 
food. They know' nothing about ships, nor oars 
that arc as the wrings of a ship. 1 le gave me this 
certain token w'hich 1 will not hide from you. 

1 1(‘ said that a wayfarer should meet me and 
ask me whether it was a winnowing shovel that 
1 liad on my shoulder. On this, 1 was to fix my 
oar in the ground and sacrilice a ram, a hull, 
and a hoar to iNeptune; after which I w'as to go 
home and offer hccatomhs to all the gods in 
hcMvcn, one after the other. As for myself, he 
said that death should come to me from the sea, 
and that my hlc should ebh away very gently 
wlien I was full of years and peace of mind, 
and mv people should hless me. All this, he 
said, should surelv come to pass.” 

[zS6] And Penelope said, “If the gods arc 
going to vouchsafe you a happier tune m your 
old ag(.‘, you may hope then to have some res- 
pite from misfortune.” 

[iHH] Thir did they convcise. Meanwhile 
I’ur) nume aud the nurse toede torches <ind made 
the bed ready with s(jft coverlets, as soon as 
they had laid them, the nurse went hatk into 
the house to go to her rest, leaving the bed 
chamhiT woman luirynomc to show Ulysses 
and Penelope to bed by torch light. W'hcn she 
had conducted them to their rtKim she went 
back, and they then c.imc jo\lully to the rites 
of iheir own old bed. I clcmachus, Phikttius, 
and the swineherd now left off dancing, and 
made the W'omcn leave olf also, ddiev then laid 
themselves down to sleep m the ekiisters. 

[3007 When Lily sscs and Penelope had had 
their fili of lo\x‘ they lell talking with one an- 
other. She told him how^ miieh she had had to 
bear in seeing the house filled with a crowd 
of w'ieked suitors who had lulled so many sheep 
and oxen on her account, and liad drunk so 
many casks of wane. Ulysses in his turn told her 
what he had suffered, and how mueb tiouhle 
he had himself given to other people. 1 le told 
her everything, and she was so delighted to lis- 
ten that she never went to sleep till he had 
ended his whole story. 

[310/ He began with his victory over the 
C aeons, and how he thence reached the fertile 
land of the Lotus caters. Ho told her all alx/ut 
the Cyclops and hotv he had punished him for 
having so ruthlessly eaten his biave comrades; 
how he then wx^nt on to /Eolus, w^ho received 
him hospitably and furthered him on his way, 
hut even so he was not to reach home, for to his 
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great grief a hurricane carried him out to sea 
again; how he went on to the Lecstrygonian 
city Tclcpylos, where the people destroyed all 
his ships with their crews, save himself and his 
own ship only Then he told of cunning Circe 
and her craft, and how' he sailed to the chill 
house of Hades, to consult the ghost of the 
Hieban prophet Teire.sias, and how he saw his 
old comrades in arms, and his mother w'ho bore 
him and brought him up when he Avas a child; 
how he then heard the wondrous singing of the 
Sirens, and w'cnt on to the u’ mdering ukTs and 
terrible Chary Ixlis and to Scylla, whom no man 
had ever yet passed in safety* how his men then 
ate the cattle of the sun god, and how Jove 
theicfore struck the ship with his thunder- 
bolts, so that all his men perished together, 
himself alone being left alive; how at last he 
reached the Ogvgian island and the nymph 
Calypso, who kept him there in a cave, and fed 
him, and w^inted him to marry her, in which 
case she intended making him immortal so that 
he sliould never grow old, hut she could not 
persuade him to let her do so; and how after 
muLh sullenng he had found his way to the 
Phicacians, who had treated him as though he 
had Ixcn a god, and sent him hack in a ship to 
his own country alter having given him gold, 
bronzt\ and raiment in great abundanec. 'Phis 
was the List thing alxiiit which he told her, for 
h(*re a deep sleep took hold upon him and eased 
the huidcn of his sorrows. 

[^44] T hen Mincn’a bethought her of an- 
other matter. When she deemed that Ulysses 
had had enough both of his w'itc and of repose, 
she hade goLI enthroned Dawn rise out of 
Oecamis that slie might shed light upon man- 
kind. On this, UK sscs rose from his comforta- 
hle bed and said to Penelope, “Wife, we have 
both of us had our full share of troubles, you, 
here, in lamenting mv al^seriee, and 1 in being 
prevented fiom getting home though I was 
longing all the time to do so. Now', how'cver, 
that we ha\e at last come togtxher, take care 
of the property that is in the house. As for the 
sheep and goats w'hich the wacked suitors ha\'c 
eaten, I will take many myself by force from 
other peo]de, and will compel the Aehieans to 
make good the rest till they shall have filled all 
my yaids. 1 am now' going to the wooded lands 
out in the country to sec my father who has so 
long been grieved on my account, and to your- 
self 1 will gi\'e these instructions, though you 
have little need of them. At sunrise it will at 
once get abroad that I have been killing the 
suitors; go upstairs, therefore, and stay there 
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with your women. See nobody and ask no ques- 
tions.'' 

[^ 66 ] As he spoke he girded on his armour. 
Then he roused Telemachus, Phihntius, and 
Eumaeus, and told them all to put on their ar- 
mour also. This they did, and armed them- 


selves. When they had done so, they opened 
the gates and sallied forth, Ulysses leading the 
way. It was now daylight, but Minerva never- 
theless concealed them in darkness and led 
them quickly out of the town. 
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T hen Mercury of Cyllene summoned 
the ghosts of the suitors, and in his hand 
he held the fair golden wand with which 
he seals men's eyes in sleep or wakes them just 
as he pleases; with this he roused the ghosts 
and led them, while they followed whining 
and gibbering behind him. As bats fly squeal- 
ing in the hollow of some great cave, when one 
of them has fallen out of the cluster in which 
they hang, even so did the ghosts whine and 
squeal as Mercury the healer of sorrow led them 
down into the dark abode of death. When they 
had passed the waters of Oceanus and the rock 
Leucas, they came to the gates of the sun and 
the land of dreams, whereon they reached the 
meadow of asphodel where dwell the souls and 
shadows of them that can labour no more. 

[js] Here they found the ghost of Achilles 
son of Pelcus, with those of Patroclus, Antilo- 
chus, and Ajax, who was the finest and haiid- 
sc^mest man of all the Danaans after the son of 
Peleus himself. 

[ig] They gathered round the ghost of the 
son of Peleus, and the ghost of Agamemnon 
joined them, sorrowing bitterly. Round him 
v\ ere gathered also the ghosts of those who had 
perished with him in the house of i^gisthus; 
and the ghost of Achilles spoke first. 

[24] “Son of Atreus,” it said, “we used to say 
that Jove had loved you better from first to last 
than any other hero, for you were captain over 
many and brave men, when we were all fight- 
ing together before Troy; yet the hand of 
death, which no mortal can escape, was laid 
upon you all too early. Better for you had you 
fallen at Troy in the hey-day of your renown, 
for the Achaeans would have built a mound 
over your ashes, and your son w'ould have been 
heir to your good name, whereas it has now 
been your lot to come to a most miserable end.” 

[55] ^Tlappy son of Peleus,” answered the 
ghost of Agamemnon, “for having died at Troy 
lar from Argos, while the bravest of the Tro- 
jans and the Acha^ans fell round you fighting 
for your body. There you lay in the whirling 
clouds of dust, all huge and hugely, heedless 


now of vour chivalry. We fought the whole of 
the livelong day, nor should we ever have left 
off if Jove had not sent a hunicane to stay us. 
Then, when we had borne you to the ships out 
of the fray, we laid you on your bed and 
cleansed your fair skin with warm water and 
with ointments. The Danaans tore their hair 
and wept bitterly round about you. Your 
mother, when she heard, came with her immor- 
tal nymphs from out of the sea, and the sound 
of a great wailing w'cnt forth over the waters 
so that the Achaeans quaked for fear. They 
would have fled panic-stricken to their ships 
had not wise old Nestor whose counsel was 
ever truest checked them saying, ‘Hold, Ar- 
gives, fly not sons of the Achaeans, this is his 
mother coming from the sea with her immortal 
nymphs to view the body of her son.' 

[57] “Thus he spoke, and the Achaeans 
feared no more. The daughters of the old man 
of the sea stood round you weeping bitterly, 
and clothed you in immortal raiment. The nine 
muses also came and lifted up their sweet voices 
in lament— calling and answering one another; 
there was not an Argive but wept for pity of 
the dirge they chaunted. Days and nights seven 
and ten we mourned you, mortals and immor- 
tals, but on the eighteenth day we gave you to 
the flames, and many a fat sheep with many an 
ox did we slay in sacrifice around you. You 
W'ere burnt in raiment of the gods, with rich 
resins and with honey, while heroes, horse and 
foot, clashed their armour round the pile as you 
were burning, with the tramp as of a great 
multitude. But when the flames of heaven had 
done their work, w'e gathered your white bones 
at daybreak and laid them in ointments and in 
pure wine. Your mother brought us a golden 
vase to hold them— gift of Bacchus, and wwk 
of Vulcan himself; in this we mingled your 
bleached bones with those of Patroclus w^ho 
had gone before you, and .separate wc enclosed 
also those of Antilochus, who had been closer 
to you than any other of your comrades now 
that Patroclus was no more, 

[So] “Over these the host of the Argives 
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built a noblt' tomb, on a point jutting out over 
the open Hellespont, that it might be seen from 
far our upon the sea by those now living and 
by them that shall be born hereafter. Your 
mother begged prizes from the gods, and of- 
fered them to be contended for bv the noblest 
of the Acha\ins. You must have been present 
at the funeral of many a hero, when the young 
men gird themselves and make ready to con- 
tend for prizes on the death of some great chief- 
tain, but you never saw such prizes as silver- 
footed Thetis offered in your honour; for the 
gods loved you well. Thus even in death your 
fame, Achilles, has not been lost, and your 
name lives evermore among all mankind But 
as for me,wliat solace had T when the days of 
my fighting were doner For ]c»ve willed my de- 
struction on my return, by the hands of /Tgis- 
thus and those of mv wicked wife.'" 

[ 98 ] Thus dici they converse, and presently 
Mercury came up to them v\ith the ghosts of 
the suitors who had been killed by Ulysses. 
The ghosts of Agamemnon and Achilles were 
astonished at seeing them, and went up to them 
at once. The ghost of Agamemnon lecognized 
Amphimcdoii son of Melaneus, who lived in 
Ithaca and had been his host, so it began to talk 
to him. 

[ 106 ] '‘Ampbimedon,’' it said, ‘\vhat has 
happened to all you fine young mcn—all of an 
age too— that you are come down here under 
the ground? One could pick no liner body of 
men from any city. Did Neptune raise his 
winds and waves against you when you w ere at 
sea, or did your enemies make an end of you 
on the mainland when you were cattle-lifting 
or sheep stealing, or w'hile fighting in defence 
of their wives and city? ^\nswer my question, 
for I h<ivc been your guest. Do you not remem- 
ber how I came to your house with Menelaus, 
to persuade Ulysses to join us with his ships 
against 1 roy? It was a wliole month ere we 
could resume our voyage, for we had hard work 
to peisuade Ulysses to come with us."' 

[ 120 ] And the ghost of Amphiiiicdon an- 
sw'cred, “Agamemnon, son of Atreus, king of 
men, I remember everything that' you have 
said, and will tell you fully and accurately 
alxjut the way in which our end was brought 
about. Ulysses had been long gone, and we 
were courting his wife, whu did not say point 
blank that she would not marry, nor yet bring 
matters to an end, for she meant to compass 
our destruction: this, then, was the trick she 
played us. She set up a great tambour frame in 
her room and began to w'ork on an enormous 


piece of fine needlework. 'Sweethearts/ said 
she, 'Ulysses is indeed dead, still, do not press 
me to marry again ininiediately; wait— for I 
would not have my skill in needlework perish 
unrecorded— till 1 ha\e conqileted a ])all for the 
hero Lirrtcs, against the time when deatli shall 
take him. He is very rkli, and the women oi 
the place w'ill talk if he is laid out without a 
pall.’ This is what she said, and we assented; 
wheieujion ^ve could see her working upon her 
great vvt‘b all day long, but at night she would 
unpick the stitches again by torchlight. She 
fooled us in tins v^ay fur three years witliijiit 
our finding it out, hut as time wore on and slu* 
was now in her fourth year, in the uaning ol 
moons and many days had been accomplished, 
one of her maids wlio knew w'liat she was do- 
ing told us, .iiul we c.iught her in llie act of un 
doing her W'ork, so she liad to finish it wliether 
slie would (u* no, and when she showed us the 
robe she h.id made, after she had had it washed. 
Its splendour was as that ol the sun or moon. 

1 149 ] “Then some malicious god conveu'd 
Ulysses to the upland iarm wdiere liis swine- 
herd li^es. ] liiiher presentK came also liis son, 
returning from a vov.igo to Pvios, and the two 
came to the tow 11 when they had hatched their 
plot for our destriiclion. rejcanachus eanie iii >t, 
and then altei Iiim, aceompanuxl by tlie swine 
herd, came UKsses, clad in lags and K'anjng on 
a staif as though ho were-Mmie iniseiahh' old 
beggar. 1 le came so une\j)cctc*dly that none oi 
us knew him, not i‘vcn the older ones among 
us, and we rewiled him and threw things at 
him. He endured both being stiuek and in- 
sulted without a word, though lu' wms jii liis 
own house; but w'hen the will of /lLgis-])earing 
fo\e inspired him, he and d elemacluis took the 
armour and hid it in an inner chamber, bolting 
the doors behind them. Ihen he cunningly 
made his wife offer his bow and a quantity of 
iron to be contended for by us ill-fated suitors; 
and tins was the beginning of our end, for not 
one of us could string the bow— nor nearly do 
so. Wlicn it w^as about to roach the hands of 
Ulysses, w'c all of us shouted out that it should 
not ])e given him, no matter vyhat he miglu say, 
but ’Telemachus insisted on l^sliaviiigit.Whcn 
he had got it in his hands lie strung it with 
ease and sent his arrows throiijgh the iron. Then 
he stood on the fluor of the cloister and poured 
his arrow’s on the ground, glaring fiercely about 
him. First he killed Antinous, and tlien, aim- 
ing straight before him, he Jet fly his deadly 
darts and they fell thick on one another. It was 
plain that some one of the gods was helping 
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them, for they fell upon us with might and 
main throughout the cfoisters, and there was a 
hideous sound of groaning as our brains were 
being battered in, and the ground seethed with 
our blood. This, Agamemnon, is how we came 
by our end, and our bodies are lying still un- 
cared for in the house of Ulysses, for our Iriends 
at home do not yet know what has happened, 
so that they cannot lay us out and wash the 
black blood from our wounds, making moan 
over us according to the oflices due to the de- 
parted.’* 

[191] ‘Tdappy Ulysses, son of Laertes,” re- 
plied the ghost of '\gamemnon, “you arc in- 
deed blessed in the posscssionof a wife endowed 
with such rare excellence of understanding, 
and so faithful to her wedded lord as Penelope 
the daughter of Icarius. 1 he fame, therefore, 
of her virtue shall never die, and the immortals 
shall compose a song tliat shall be welcome to 
all mankind in honour of the constancy of 
l^enelopc. How far otherwise was the wicked- 
ness of the daughter of Tyndarcus wlio killed 
her lawful hnd .j- d- her song shall be hateful 
among men, for she has brought disgrace on all 
womankind even on the good ones.” 

[20^] T hus did they converse in the house 
of Hades tleep down within tlie bowels of the 
carlh. Meanwhile Ulysses and iheothers passed 
out of tile town and soon reached the fair and 
well-tilled farm of LaTtes, vvliich he had re- 
claimed with infinite labour. Here wms his 
house, wdth a lean-to running all round it, 
w here the slaves who worked for him slept and 
s.it and ate, while inside the house there was 
an old Siccl w'oman, who looked after him in 
this his country -farm. When Ulysses got there, 
he said to his son and to the other two: 

[214] “Co to the house, and kill the best pig 
that you can find for dinner. Meanwhile I w^ant 
to see whether my father w'ill know me, or fail 
to recogni7e me after so long an absence.” 

[219] He then took off his armour and gave 
it to Lum:eus and Phila?tius, who w^ent straight 
on to the house, while he tunied off into the 
vincynrd to make trial of his father. As he went 
down into the gieat orchard, he did not sec 
Dolius, nor any of his sons nor of the other 
bondsmen, for they were all gathering thorns 
to make a fence for the vineyard, at the place 
where the oki man had told them; he therefore 
found his father alone, hoeing a vine. He had 
on a dirty old shirt, patched and very shabby; 
his legs were bound round with thongs of ox- 
hide to save him from the brambles, and he 
also wore sleeves of leather; he had a goat skin 
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cap on his head, and was looking very woc-bc- 
gone. When LTlysscs saw him so worn, so old 
and full of soirow, he stood still under a tall 
pear tree and began to w'eep. He doubted 
whether to embrace liim, kiss him, and tell him 
all about his having come home, or whether 
he should first question him and see what he 
would say. In the end he deemed it best to be 
crafty with him, so in this mind he went up to 
his father, vvlio was bending down and digging 
about a plant. 

[244] “I see, sir,” said Ulysses, “that you 
are an excellent gardener— what pains you take 
with it, to be sure. T here is not a single plant, 
not a fig tree, vine, olive, pear, nor llowcr bed, 
hut hc.NS the trace of your attention. I trust, 
however, that you will not he offended if 1 say 
that you take better care of your garden than 
of yourself. You are old, unsavoury, and very 
meanly clad. It cannot be because you are idle 
that your marker takes such poor care of you, 
indeed your face and figure have nothing of 
the slave about them, and proclaim you of no- 
ble birth. I should have said that you were one 
of those who should wash well, eat well, and 
lie soft at night as old men have a right to do; 
but tell me, and tell me true, whose bondman 
are you, and in whose garden are you W'orking? 
Tell me also about another matter. Is this place 
that 1 have come to really Ithacar 1 met a man 
just now^ who said so, hut he was a dull fellow, 
and had not the patience to hear my story out 
w'hcn I was asking him about an old friend of 
mine, whether he was still living, or was al- 
ready dead and in the house of Hades. Believe 
me w'hen I ti'll ^ou that this man came to iny 
house once when I w as in my own country and 
never yet did any stranger come to me wBom 1 
liked better. 1 le said that his family came from 
Ithaca and that his father w^as Liertes, son of 
Arccisius. I received him hospitably, making 
him welcome to all the abundance of my house, 
and when he went away I gave him all cus- 
tomary presents. 1 gave him seven talents of 
fine gold, and a cuji of solid silver with flowers 
chased upon it. I gave him twelve light cloaks, 
and as many pieces of tapestry; I also gave him 
twche cloaks of single fold, twelve rugs, tvveh c 
fair mantles, and an equal number of shirts. 
'To all this I added four good looking wximen 
skilled in all useful arts, and 1 let him take his 
choice.” 

[2S0] His father shed tears and answ'cred, 
“Sir, you hai e indeed come to the country that 
you have named, hut it is fallen into the hands 
of wicked people. All this wealth of presents 
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has been given to no purpose. If you could have 
found your friend here alive in Ithaca, he 
would have entertained you hospitably and 
would have requited your presents amply when 
you left him— as would have been only right 
considering what you had already given him. 
But tell me, and tell me true, how many years 
is it since you entertained this guest— my un- 
happy son, as ever wasi^ Alas! He has perished 
far from his own country; the fishes of the sea 
have eaten him, or he has fallen a prey to the 
birds and wild beasts of some continent. Nei- 
ther his mother, nor I his father, who were his 
parents, could throw our arms about him and 
wrap him in his shroud, nor could his excellent 
and richly dowered wife Penelope bewail her 
husband as was natural upon his death bed, 
and close his eyes according to the offices due to 
the departed. But now, tell me truly for I want 
to know. Who and whence are you— tell me of 
your town and parents? Where is the ship ly- 
ing that has brought you and your men to Ith- 
aca? Or were you a passenger on some other 
man's ship, and those who brought you here 
have gone on their way and left you?" 

[^02] ‘1 will tell you everything," answered 
Ulysses, "quite truly. I come from Alybas, 
where 1 have a fine house. I am son of king 
Apheidas, who is the son of Polypemon. My 
own name is Eperitus; heaven drove me oil my 
course as I was leaving Sicania, and I have 
been carried here against my will. As for my 
ship it is lying over yonder, off the open coun- 
try outside the town, and this is the fifth year 
since Ulysses left my country. P(X)r fellow, yet 
the omens were good for him when he left me. 
The birds all flew on our right hands, and both 
he and I rejoiced to see them as we parted, for 
we had every hope that we should have an- 
other friendly meeting and exchange presents." 

[315] A dark cloud of sorrow fell upon Laer- 
tes as he listened. He filled both hands with 
the dust from off the ground and poured it over 
his grey head, groaning heavily as he did so. 
The heart of Ulysses was touched, and his nos- 
trils quivered as he looked upon his father; 
then ne sprang towards him, flung his arms 
about him and kissed him, saying, "I am he, 
father, about whom you are asking— I have re- 
turned after having been away for tw^enty years. 
But cease your sighing and lamentation— we 
have no time to lose, for I should tell you that 
I have been killing the suitors in my house, to 
punish them for their insolence and crimes." 

[ 327] "If you really are my son Ulysses," re- 
plied Laertes, "and have come back again, you 


must give me such manifest proof of your 
identity as shall convince me.” 

^ 33^7 '‘First observe this scar," answered 
Ulysses, "which I got from a boar's tusk when 
I was hunting on Mount Parnassus. You and 
my mother had sent me to Autolycus, my moth- 
er’s father, to receive the presents which when 
he was over here he had promised to give me. 
Furthennore I will point out to you the trees in 
the vineyard which you gave me, and I asked 
you all about them as I followed you round the 
garden. We went over them all, and you told 
me their names and what they all were. You 
gave me thirteen pear trees, ten apple trees, 
and forty fig trees; you also said you would gi\'c 
me fifty rows of vines; there was corn planted 
between each row, and they yield grapes of 
every kind when the heat of heaven has been 
laid heavy upon them." 

[34s] Laertes' strength failed him when he 
heard the convincing proofs which his son had 
given him. He threw his arms about him, and 
Ulysses had to support him, or he would have 
gone off into a sw^oon; but as soon as he came 
to, and was beginning to recover his senses, he 
said, "O father Jove, then you gods are still in 
Olympus after all, if the suitors ha\'e really 
been punished for their insolence and folly. 
Nevertheless, I am mucli afraid that 1 shall 
have all the townspeople of Ithaca up here di- 
rectly, and they will bc^;§cnding messengers 
evciywhcre throughout the cities of the Cc- 
phallcnians." 

[35^] Ulysses answered, "Take heart and 
do not trouble yourself about that, hut let us go 
into the house hard by your garden. I have al- 
ready told Telemachus, Philcetius, and Eu- 
manis to go on there and get dinner ready as 
soon as possible." 

[361] Thus conversing the two made their 
way towards the house. When they got there 
they found Telemachus with the stockman 
and the swineherd cutting up meat and mixing 
wine with water. Then the old Sicel woman 
took Laertes inside and washed him and anointed 
him with oil. She put hint on a good cloak, 
and Minerva came up to hfin and gave him a 
more imposing presence, mining him taller and 
stouter than before. Wheiv he came back his 
son was surprised to sec hin^ looking so like an 
immortal, and said to him, "My dear father, 
some one of the gods has been making you 
much taller and better-looking." 

[375] Laertes answered, ‘Would, by Father 
Jove, Minerva, and Apollo, that I were the man 
I was when I ruled among the Cephallenians, 
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and took Nericum, that strong fortress on the 
foreland. If I were still what I then was and 
had been in our house yesterday with my ar- 
mour on, I should have been able to stand by 
you and help you against the suitors. I should 
have killed a great many of them, and you 
would have rejoiced to see it.’* 

[ 3 ^ 3 ] I hus did they converse; but the oth- 
ers, when they had finished their work and the 
feast was ready, left off working, and took each 
his proper place on the benches and seats. Then 
they began eating; by and by old Dolius and 
his sons left their work and came up, for their 
mother, the Sicel woman who looked after Laer- 
tes now that he was growing old, had been to 
fetch them. When they saw Ulysses and were 
certain it was he, they stood there lost in aston- 
ishment; but Ulysses scolded them good-na- 
turedly and said, “Sit down to your dinner, old 
man, and never mind about your sut prise; we 
have been wanting to begin for some time and 
have been w^aiting for you.” 

[397] Then Dolius put out both his hands 
and went up tc. Ulysses. “Sir,” said he, seizing 
his master’s hand and kissing it at the wrist, 
“we have long been wishing you home: and 
now hea\'cn has restored you to us after we had 
given up hoping. All hail, therefore, and may 
the gods prosper you. But tell me, does Penel- 
ope already know of your lelurn, or shall we 
send some one to tell her?” 

[ 407 ] “Old man,” answered Ulysses, “she 
knows already, so you need not trouble about 
that.” On this he took his seat, and the sons of 
Dolius gathered round Ulysses to give him 
greeting and embrace him one after the other; 
then they took their scats in due order near 
Dolius their father. 

[ 412 ,] Wlrile they were thus busy getting 
their dinner ready, Humour went round the 
town, and noised abroad the terrible fate that 
had befallen the suitors; as soon, therefore, as 
the people heard of it they gathered from every 
quarter, groaning and hooting before the house 
of Ulysses. Ihey took the dead away, buried 
every man his own, and put the bodies of those 
who came from elsewhere on board the fishing 
vessels, for the fishermen to take each of them 
to his own place. They then met angrily in the 
place of assembly, and when they were got to- 
gether Eupeithes rose to speak. Lie was over- 
whelmed with grief for the death of his son 
Antinous, who had been the first man killed by 
Ulysses, so be said, weeping bitterly, “My 
friend, this man has done the Achxans great 
wrong. He took many of our best men away 
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with him in his fleet, and he has lost Ixith ships 
and men; now, moreover, on his return he has 
been killing all the foremost men among the 
Cephallenians. Let us be up and doing before 
he can get aw^ay to Pylos or to Elis where the 
Epeans rule, or we shall be ashamed of our- 
selves for ever afterwards. It will be an everlast- 
ing disgrace to us if wc do not avenge the mur- 
der of our sons and brothers. For my own part 
I should have no more pleasure in life, but had 
rather die at once. Let us be up, then, and 
after them, before they can cross over to the 
mainland.” 

[ 43^1 He wept as he spoke and every one 
pitied him. But Medon and the hard Phemius 
had now woke up, and came to them from the 
house of Ulysses. Every one was astonished at 
seeing them, hut they stood in the middle of 
the assembly, and Medon said, “I Icar me, men 
of Ithaca. Ulysses did not do these things 
against the W'll of heaven. 1 myself saw an im- 
mortal god take the form of Mentor and stand 
beside him. This god appeared, now in front 
of him encouraging him, and now going fu- 
liously about the court and attacking the suit- 
ors, whereon they fell thick on one another.” 

[ 4 ^ 0 ] On this pale fear laid hold of them, 
and old 1 lalithcrsos, son of Master, rose to 
s]>eak, for he was the only man among them 
who knew both past and future; $0 he spoke to 
them plainly and in all honesty, saying, 

[ 454 ] “Men of Ithaca, it is all your own 
fault that things have turned out as they have; 
you would not listen to me, nor yet to Mentor, 
when we bade vou check the folly of your sons 
who were doing much wrong in the wanton- 
ness of their hcajts— wasting the substance and 
dishonouring the wife of a chieftain who they 
thouglit would not return. Now, however, let 
it he as 1 say, and do as I tell you. Do not go 
out against Ulysses, or you may find that you 
have been drawing down evil on your own 
heads.” 

[ 46 ^] This was what he said, and more than 
half raised a loud shout, and at once left the 
assembly. But the rest stayed where they were, 
for the speech of Halithcrscs displeased them, 
and they sided with Eupeithes, they therefore 
hurried off for their armour, and when they 
had armed themselves, they met together in 
front of the city, and Eupeithes led them on in 
their folly. I le thought he was going to avenge 
the murder of his son, whereas in tmth he was 
never to return, hut w'as himself to perish in 
his attempt. 

[ 472 ] I'hen Minerva said to Jove, “Father, 
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son of Saturn, king of kings, answer me this 
question— What do you propose to do? Will 
you set them lighting still lurther, or will you 
make peace between them?’* 

[477] And Jove answ^ered, “My child, why 
should you ask me? Was it not by your own 
arrangement that Ulysses came home and took 
his revenge upon the suitors? Do wdiatever you 
like, but I will tell you what I think will be the 
most reasonable arrangement. Now that Ulys- 
ses is revenged, let them swear to a solemn cov- 
enant, in virtue of which he shall continue to 
rule, while wt cause the others to forgive and 
forget the massacre of their sons and brothers. 
Let them then all become friends as heretofore, 
and let peace and plenty reign.” 

[487] This was what Minerva was already 
eager to bring about, so down she <larted from 
off the topmost summits of Olympus. 

^489 ] Now when Laertes and the others had 
done dinner, Ulysses began by .saying, “Some 
of you go out and see it they are not getting 
close up to us.” So one of Dolius’s sons went as 
he was bid. Standing on the threshold he could 
see them all quite near, and said to Ulysses, 
“I lere they arc, let us put on our armour at 
once.” 

[496] They put on their armour as fast as 
they could— that is to say Ulysses, his three 
men, and the six .son.< of Dolius. La*r(es also and 
Dolius did the same— waniors by necessity in 
spite of their grey hair. When they had all put 
on their armour, they opened the gate and sal- 
lied forth, Ulysses Icadmg the way. 

[soz] Then Jove’s daughter Mincr\^a came 
up to them, having assumed the form and voice 
of Mentor. Ulysses was glad when he saw' her, 
and said to his son Tclemachiis, “Telemachus, 
now that you are about to fight in an engage- 
ment, which will show every man’s mettle, be 
sure not to disgrace your ancestors, who wt re 
eminent for their strength and courage all the 
w’orld over.” 

[$10] “You say truly, my dear father,” an- 


swered Tclcmachus, “and you shall see, if you 
w'ill, that 1 am in no mind to disgrace your 
family.” 

Laertes was delighted when he heard 
this. “Good heavens,” lie exclaimed, “what a 
day I am enjoying: 1 do indeed rejoice at it. My 
son and grandson are vying with one another 
in the mattei of valour.” 

f 5 1 67 On this Minerva came close up to him 
and said, “Son of Arceisiiis— best fiiend 1 have 
in the world— pray to the blue -eyed damsel, 
and to Jove her father; then poise your spear 
and hurl it.” 

[s^o] As she spoke she infused fresh vigour 
into him. and W'hen he had prayed to Iut lui 
poisf'd his spear and hurled it. Me hit Lupei- 
thes’ helmet, and the spc.u w't'nt nolu through 
it, for the helmet stayed it not, and his armour 
rang rattling round him as he fell heavily to 
the ground. Meantime Ulysses and hi.s son fell 
upon the front line of the foe and smote tliem 
with their swords and spears; indeed, they 
would have killed every one of them, and pre- 
vented them J’rom ever getting home again, 
only Minerv'a raised her voice aloud, and made 
evciy one pause. “Men of Ithaca,” she cried, 
“cease tliis dreadlul war, and settle the rn<Utc‘r 
at once w'ithout further Idoodshcd.” 

[533] On this pale fear seized every one; 
they were so fnglibaicd that their arms droppi'd 
from their hands aiul fell \ipon the ground at 
the sound of the goddess’s voice, and thev fled 
back to the city for their lives. But Ulvssi s 
gave a great cry, and gathering himsell logt'ther 
swooped (lowai like a soaring eagle. 1 hen the 
son of Saturn sent a thunderbolt of fire that fell 
just in Iront of Minerva, so she said to Lllys.ses, 
“Ulysses, noble son of La'rtcs, stop this w^arful 
strife, or Jove v\ill he angry with you.” 

7545/ Thus .spoke Minerva, and Ulysses 
obcvi'd her gliidlv I hen Minerva assumed the 
form and voice of Mentor, and presently made 
a covenant of p.'ace between the two contend- 
ing parties. 
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